
Christmas is two weeks and 
four days away. One of my favorite 
memories is decorating the tree 
and house!

Subscribe today! 
Be sure to make some time Sunday morning with a steaming cup of 
coffee, a comfy place to sit and your tablet so you can read The Paper’s 
Sunday Edition. Not a current Sunday subscriber? Then go to our website 
and sign up! You can get The Paper delivered piping hot and fresh to your 
e-mailbox every morning at 4 a.m. for only $42 for every day of the year. 
Or, if you only want Sundays you can buy a Sunday-only subscription for 
just $29 No other newspaper in Montgomery County offers that! But then 
again, we’ve been able to say that about a lot of things for quite a while 
now.  

Montgomery County’s oldest locally owned independent newspaper

CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA	 WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM

50¢

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Rick Gadberry
  of Crawfordsville for subscribing!
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Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou art with me; thy 

rod and thy staff they comfort 
me.

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

If you’re planning a trip overseas, 
make sure you contact your doctor 

early to see if you need to receive 
recommended vaccines.

Today’s health tip was brought to 
you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The 

Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1  Indy race fans, heads up! 
Helio Castroneves, who 
captivated race fans world-

wide by earning his record-tying 
fourth Indianapolis 500 victory 
in May with Meyer Shank Rac-
ing, will unveil the image of the 
2022 Indianapolis 500 ticket 
at approximately 5:45 p.m. on 
Thursday at the PRI Show Happy 
Hour. Interested? It’s more than 
a safe bet that Helio’s smiling 
face will be all over Indianapolis 
TV news that evening (of course 
if you have DISH-TV, you won’t 
be able to see most of it).

2  Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb 
is directing flags to be 
flown at half-staff to honor 

the life of Senator Bob Dole. 
Flags should be flown at half-
staff at the Indiana Statehouse 
immediately until sunset on 
Thursday. Holcomb also asks 
businesses and residents to 
lower their flags to half-staff.

3  Do you know anyone who 
falls into the category 
we call Notable Nineties. 

Every so often we share our list 
of Notable Nineties and if you or 
someone you know would like to 
be included, just e-mail us their 
name and we’ll add them to the 
list. The only qualifications? Be 
the age of 90 or above and live 
(or have lived) in Montgomery 
County. Let us know by e-mail 
ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:56 a.m.
SET: 5:22 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 29 °F
Low: 19 °F

Wacky Holiday Today
• Letter Writing Day

• World Trick Shot Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1941 Attack on Pearl 
Harbor

• 1787 First state to ratify 
the U.S. Constitution

• 1732 Royal Opera House 
opens its doors

Births On This Day
• 1956 Larry Bird

American basketball player
• 1949 Tom Waits

American singer-songwriter

Deaths On This Day
• 1817 William Bligh

English Admiral
• 1985 Robert Graves

English author

The Daily
Almanac

 OBITUARIES
John Allen Cotten
Richard Gregory Harshbarger

 TODAY’S JOKE
What carol is heard in the 

desert? 
‘O camel ye faithful!’

Ramona Moyes, manager of Eliza's 
Consignment Shop, shared a nice 
smile recently when one of our 
roving photographers happened by. 
Thank you for your smile, Ramona!

MCCF presents grants to local nonprofits
Montgomery County Com-

munity Foundation (MCCF) 
presented 16 grants to local non-
profit agencies Thursday after-
noon at Fusion 54. MCCF Chief 
Executive Officer, Kelly Taylor 
welcomed everyone and thanked 
the nonprofit leaders for their 
leadership this past year as the 
pandemic lingered. The grants 
fell into these areas of interest, 
Early Childhood Education, 
Education, Health, History, Arts 
& Culture, Human Services, and 
Youth.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDU-
CATION

Rainbows and Rhymes 
Preschool - $12,482 - they will 
add a multi-station handwashing 
basin in the basement where the 
children eat lunch and play. The 
preschool, housed in the First 
United Methodist Church, was 
one of two partners in MC-
CF’s Child Care Deserts Grant 
received from Early Learning 
Indiana in 2019 and offers 56 
seats of all-day care for preschool 
age students.

EDUCATION
Educational Foundation - 

$25,000 - MCEF invites propos-
als from Montgomery County 

educators for innovative and 
imaginative projects that will pro-
vide unique and enriching expe-
riences for their students, grades 
K-12. These grants are used for 
projects that are not funded by 
the school corporations.

HEALTH
Crawfordsville Community 

School Corporation - $10,000 - 
Funds are used to assist students 
with health related needs such 
as medical, dental, vision care 
and related health and welfare 
expenses.

Butch recalls 
story of the 
"County Keg"

In the late 1950s, the Mont-
gomery 
County 
Coaches 
Associa-
tion came 
up with a 
"traveling 
trophy," 
similar to 
the Indi-
ana-Pur-
due "old 

oaken bucket." In 1957 the 
Sportsman Shop donated the 
money, and a small wooden 
nail keg was purchased at a 
local hardware store. It was 
lettered "Traveling Keg," and 
the metal trim was painted in 
the various colors of the small 
county schools.

The rules for possessing 
the keg were simple. A team 
had to beat the owner of the 

BUTCH DALE
Columnist

18
DAYS
UNTIL 

CHRISTMAS
Brought to you by:

1851 US-231
Crawfordsville

(765) 362-0604

Photo courtesy of Sunshine Society
The grants were given to nonprofits who fit into these areas of interest: Early Childhood Educa-
tion, Education, Health, History, Arts & Culture, Human Services, and Youth.

See MCCF Page A5

See BUTCH Page A5

Should you base reading choices 
on the mood of a geriatric pug?

Should you base your reading 
choices on the mood of a geri-
atric pug? Yes, you definitely 
should! 

For those among us who 
don’t find themselves spending 
the majority of their time on 
TikTok (unlike me, I have to 
admit), I’d like to introduce 
you to Noodle the pug. Noodle 
has recently become an internet 
celebrity as he helps predict 
what kind of day people will 
have. Unlike the complexity 
of horoscopes or tarot cards, 
Noodle tells us simply one 
thing, will it be a bones or a 
no bones day. Each morning 
Noodle’s owner, Jonathan (@
jongraz), gently wakes the 
13-year-old pug with a gentle 
rub. After Noodle is awakened 
Jonathan picks him up and tries 
to set him on his feet. If Noodle 
stands up unabated it is a bones 
day! This means it will be a 
good day. You will have an 
easy time being productive and 
should treat yourself to some-

thing special. 
If Noodle 
immediately 
slumps back 
into his bed 
after being 
picked up, 
you know it 
is a no bones 
day. This is 
not neces-

sarily a bad thing; it just means 
that you need to take more care 
of yourself today. Overall it is 
a very cute and positive take on 
the idea of a daily horoscope 
and even if you don’t believe 
in Noodle’s predictive powers, 
seeing his compressed pug 
smile each morning can really 
brighten your day, whether or 
not he has deemed it a bones 
day. 

So what does this have to do 
with reading? Well in honor 
of Noodle’s predictions the 
Crawfordsville Library has 

See PUG Page A4

Our culture of 
no context

I’ve concentrated my profes-
sional life around businesses that 
make creativity their centerpiece. 
In my case, I stay close to The 
Arts. I’ve worked in the cultures 
of literature, design and fashion. 
Sadly, I neglected including 
music. There just doesn’t seem to 
be the demand 
for Bavarian 
Volksmusic 
there once 
was. It’s a 
shame, too. 
I’m actually 
pretty good 
at the Oom-
pah-pahs.

One of 
the skills I acquired along the 
way was graphic design. It’s 
important to note that being a 
graphic designer is not the same 
thing as being a graphic artist. 
Many people get them muddled 
up. When introducing myself, I 
usually solve the confusion with 

JOHN MARLOWE
With the Grain

See MARLOWE Page A4

EMMA LASHLEY
Fresh off the Shelf
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765-362-0178
www.greatdetailsautocare.com
430 Shady Lane • Crawfordsville

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
See us for all your car detailing needs! 

 We have gift cards available
Available in any amount - Purchase on our website:

Brought to you by:

15
DAYS
UNTIL 

CHRISTMAS

705 N. ENGLEWOOD DRIVE 
CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA

(765) 364-9675

Readers’ 
Choice  

Winner!

Thank you for 
voting us 

Montgomery County’s 
Favorite 

Employment Agency!

705 N. Englewood Dr.
Crawfordsville

765-364-9675

705 N. Englewood Drive
Crawfordsville

765-364-9675

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR CLIENTS AND 
EMPLOYEES FOR A GREAT 2021!

May 2022 be as bright and prosperous! 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Dave, Haley, Kim, Lisa, Paula

TACTICAL WEAPONS & SUPPLY
Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year

2303 Indianapolis Road  • Crawfordsville
765-361-1242

11 Years in 
Business

For all your 
coyote hunting & 
night vision needs

Gun stocks are better 
than pre-Covid!

Find us on Facebook

765-434-2791
www.parrishheating

andairllc.com

Free Estimates
Furnace Tune Up

$79.00
Realtor/Broker
M.S. Management
Email: Clark.hiverealty@gmail.com

HIVE REALTY GROUP
111 N. Washington St.
Crawfordsville, IN 47933

 OBITUARIES
Richard Gregory ‘Dick’ Harshbarger 

July 2, 1925 - Dec. 4, 2021
Richard Gregory ‘Dick’ Harshbarg-

er, 96, rural Crawfordsville, passed 
away, at 9:42 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
4, 2021 in his home surrounded by his 
loving family.  

He was born in Montgomery County 
on July 2, 1925, to the late Grover L. 
and Dessie ‘Marie’ Cope.  

Mr. Harshbarger was a 1943 grad-
uate of Crawfordsville High School 
and enlisted in the US Army. Rich-
ard was a member of ‘The Greatest 
Generation’…even though he had an 
appendectomy while in basic training, 
his platoon carried him onto the ship 
to make the 20-day trip to Germany, 
refusing to leave him behind. He was 
stationed in England, France and Luxenberg. While 
serving he was awarded the EAME Theater Ribbon with 
three ‘Bronze Stars,’ which he never discussed. After 
three years of service, he returned home to farm and 
work in his shop. He was a very talented mechanic and 
was well known for his mechanical skills. On April 5, 
1947 he married Julia ‘Judy’ Ehrie and she preceded him 
in death on August 21, 2020. For some time he raised 
hogs on his farm and worked as a substitute mail carrier.  
Mr. Harshbarger worked hard so he could always put 
his family first!

He was a member of Liberty Chapel Church where he 
built many friendships…he and Judy enjoyed lots of class 
parties and pitch-ins over the years. Mr. Harshbarger 
loved farming and working with his sons.  In his later 
years he enjoyed mowing the yard and the surrounding 
road side ditches, which he did until two months ago. 
For the past few years, anyone traveling past his house 
could find him sitting in his favorite chair on the front 
porch where waves were often exchanged.  

Survivors include his two sons, Tom (Connie) Harsh-
barger and Roger (Sandy) Harshbarger; three daughters, 
Mary (Gary) Nesbitt, Martha (Dan) Goff and Carol 
(Scott) Miles all of the Crawfordsville area; nine grand-
children, Michael, Stacey, Brooke, Brian, Michelle, 
Julie, Matthew, Jeremy and Angela; 15 great-grandchil-
dren and a great-great-grandson also survive.  

He was preceded in death by his wife; parents; and 
brother, Warren.

Visitation hours are 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, 2021, with funeral services following at 2 p.m., 
with Pastor Allen Sparks officiating, at Family and 
Friends Funeral Home of Wingate. Graveside services 
will follow in Liberty Chapel Cemetery.  

Memorial contributions are preferred to Liberty 
Chapel Cemetery Assn. with envelopes available at the 
funeral home or may be mailed, % of the cemetery to 
Hoosier Heartland State Bank, Crawfordsville.  Visit us 
at www.familyandfriendsfh.com to sign the guestbook or 
leave a condolence.

John Allen Cotten 
1960 - Dec. 5, 2021

John Allen Cotten, 61, passed away Dec. 5, 2021 at 
St. Vincent Hospital Indianapolis after a short battle with 
lung cancer.

He was born in Crawfordsville in 1960 to Donald and 
Hazel Morley Cotten.

He attended New Market Schools. He married Karen 
Adair. They had a daughter, Andrea Cotten. He then 
married Jane Norieze, and they had two sons, Johnny 
and Ryan Cotten.

He had worked on a shrimp boat in Florida, as a Cook 
at Red Lobster in California, at his brother’s tank lining 
business and at Raybestos.

Survivors include his mother, Hazel (William) Bart-
ley; his father, Donald (Delores) Cotten; children, 
Andrea Woods, Johnny Cotten and Ryan Cotten; three 
brothers, Tom Cotton, Ronald Cotten and Tim (Jessie) 
Cotton; two grandsons, Hunter and Gunner Woods; 
three stepsisters, Jennifer (Shawn) Fyffe and her chil-
dren, Faith, Kristen and Riley Fyffe, Tammy Patrick and 
her children, Meredith and Nolan Patrick and Stephan 
(Chad) Rood and her daughter, Shianna; He also has a 
dear friend, Peggy Garren. 

Cremation was chosen with a memorial service to be 
held at a later date, with interment at Freedom cemetery. 
Hunt & Son Funeral Home was entrusted with care.

Online condolences at www.huntandson.com

Is it really a miracle or 
is it just the weather

It began the way 
most miracles do: 
by accident or the 
hand of God, take 
your pick.

It might have 
been the weather, 
at least partly. For 
winter, the day 
had been almost balmy and 
warm. You know, sweaters 
instead of heavy coats. No 
mittens in sight.

Then there were still 
some Christmas lights on 
the stores, and that little 
bunch of Girl Scouts out 
raising money in front of 
the Read Me Now book-
store. Jasper Blankenship 
was inside going through 
the books to fortify his cab-
in’s library for winter and 
sat, listening with a smile 
to the girls as they laughed 
and waited for customers 
that weren’t really coming 
along too briskly.

“It’s a shame there aren’t 
more people out today for 
those girls,” said Sarah 
McKinley, behind the 
counter. Jasper nodded and 
paid for his books, then 
walked out to the truck. He 
stopped and thought for a 
while, then brought out his 
violin, rosined the bow, 
and walked over to the 
sidewalk next to the girls.

“You girls like fiddle 
music?” he asked.

“Sure do.”
And Jasper began play-

ing fiddle tunes. 
Carla Martinez was driv-

ing down the street, headed 
for the Soup ‘R Market 
when she saw the Girl 
Scouts dancing with each 
other in front of their table 
to Jasper’s music. Before 
he’d had time to finish that 
tune, she’d returned with 

her gui-
tar and 
joined 
the fun. 
Jim Al-
bertson, 
the local 
school 
prin-
cipal, 
showed 
up with 
a harmonica, and he wasn’t 
bad at it.

Dud got out his accordi-
on and joined in the fun.

By this time, it was 
getting dark in the street, 
and several people turned 
headlights on the area in 
front of the bookstore. 
Older people had joined the 
Girl Scouts dancing in the 
streets, and Delbert Chin 
from the Chinese restaurant 
across the street sent one 
of his girls out with a huge 
pot of coffee and paper 
cups.

The party was on.
It lasted until the cars’ 

headlights began to wear 
down the batteries, but 
during its brief lifetime, the 
street dance and mid-winter 
party cast a blessing on us 
all

It must have been the 
weather.

Brought to you by the genu-
ine cowboy music and musings 
of Steve Cormier up in New 
Mexico’s Sandia Mountains. 
Check him out at stevecorm-
ier.net.

Slim Randles
Home Country

Want MORE HOME COUNTY?
In The Paper of Montgomery County. 
Slim is out of Albuquerque, N.M. and 
his writing is enjoyed all over the 
country.

 Meeting Notes
County 

Redevelopment 
Commission

Meeting Agenda
Dec. 8, 2021
South Boulevard County 

Building
110 W. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville, IN
1 p.m.
In Person & Via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82012889481?p-
wd=SVFVT3VRTGxa-
cUtzVVhkckYzOGYrdz09

Meeting ID: 820 1288 
9481 Passcode: 006683

I. Call to Order by 
Chairman Ron Dickerson

II. Consideration of 
Minutes

Regular & Annual Meet-
ing – Nov. 10, 2021

III. New Business
Approve Economic 

Development Agreement - 
Tempur Productions USA 
LLC’s Project

IV. Staff Reports
V. Approve Claims
VI. Other Business
VII. Adjournment
Montgomery County 

acknowledges its respon-
sibility to comply with the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990. In order to as-
sist individuals with disabil-
ities who require special 
services (i.e. sign interpre-
tive services, alternative 
audio/visual devices, and 
amanuenses) for participa-
tion in or access to County 
sponsored public programs, 
services, and/or meetings, 
the County requests that 
individuals makes requests 
for these services for-
ty-eight (48) hours ahead 
of the scheduled program, 
service, and/or meeting.

 Meeting Notes

Montgomery 
County Drainage 

Board 
Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021 

at 9:30 a.m.
Montgomery County 

Courthouse
100 E. Main St. – Room 

103
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
I. CALL TO ORDER

II. PLEDGE OF ALLE-
GIANCE & PRAYER

III. APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES

Oct. 20, 2021 – Regular 
meeting

Nov. 10, 2021 – Regular 
meeting

IV. HEARINGS
None
V. PETITIONS
None
VI. STORMWATER
VII. OLD BUSINESS
CLARENCE WID-

ENDER #582 – Final 
schedule of reconstruction 
assessments

OTIS THOMPSON 
#708, Main and Trib. 1 – 

Reconstruction
o Contract change order
o Approval of final pay-

ment to contractor
OTIS THOMPSON 

#708, Trib. 1-1 – Recon-
struction

o Contract change order
o Approval of final pay-

ment to contractor
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
IX. OTHER BUSINESS
Drain fund transfer report
X. PUBLIC COMMENT
XI. ADJOURNMENT
Next scheduled meet-

ing: Wednesday, Jan. 12, 
2022, @ 9:30 a.m., at the 
Montgomery County Court-
house, room 103
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Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

Directv Stream - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

107 N Grant Ave.
Crawfordsville
765-362-0440

www.huntandson.com

Contact our advertising department  at 765-361-0100 ext. 1 
to be included in our next Service Directory.

AUTOMOTIVE

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/21

FEATURED BUSINESS

FUNERAL SERVICES

SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

Dutcher 
Trenching 

Inc
Call us for your 
septic & sewer 

needs
806 Kentucky St.
Crawfordsville

765-362-3308
dutchertrenching@gmail.com

107 N Grant Ave.
Crawfordsville
765-362-0440

www.huntandson.com

Fisher’s
DISCOUNT STORE

6492 E 850 N
Waveland

M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm
TU & F 8 am-8 pm

SAT 8 am-5 pm
Closed Sunday

765-435-7231

RETAIL

Sanders 
Priebe 
FUNERAL CARE

Our Family 
Caring For Yours 

315 S Washington St 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933 

765-362-6849 
www.sandersfuneralcare.com   

Burkhart
Funeral Home

201 West Wabash Ave.
Crawfordsville

(765) 362-5510

SALONS

1717 Lebanon Rd
Crawfordsville

765-362-2727

We have holiday 
gift sets & gift cards

225 Cross Street
Waveland

765-350-4836
Open Daily 11 AM - 8 PM

Sunday Buffet 11-4
Adults - $15

Kids 10 & under - $7

RESTAURANTS

New Ross 
steak House

Hours: Mon-Thur 9 am-9 pm
Fri and Sat 9 am-10 pm
765-723-9291
176 Main Street
New Ross, IN

General 
Maintenance 

765-436-2586

123 S Pearl Street
Thorntown

dickersoncustomtrucks.com

HOME SERVICES

RETAIL

Sycamore 
Farms

765-401-1225

9721 W Hwy 136
Waynetown

Trees  •  Candy 
Wreaths

$8/Foot for Trees
Tag a Tree-You Cut

Opens 11/25
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DUTCHER 
TRENCHING INC.

IOWPA Certified and Licensed for the state of Indiana

Sewer/Septic Install & Cleaning
Grease Trap Cleanout

Risers
Lift Pumps

Rooster & High Pressure Jetting Service
IOWPA Septic Inspections

Camera Service
Locator Service

765-362-3308

We wish you a very 
Merry Christmas and a 

happy, healthy & blessed 
New Year!

Mike Pence, Roe v Wade and 2024
There have been two 

topics of Mike Pence for 
president stories in recent 
weeks. The first has been 
about Pence taking his 
nascent campaign to Iowa, 
New Hampshire and South 
Carolina, preparing for an 
upstart 2024 campaign. 
The second is the many 
articles saying he has little 
to no chance, particularly 
if former president Donald 
Trump runs.

And now comes the 
Mississippi abortion case 
that was heard Wednesday 
morning by the U.S. Su-
preme Court, described as 
the most direct challenge 
to Roe v. Wade since the 
Casey case three decades 
ago. According to the AP, 
the Supreme Court had 
never agreed to hear a 
case over an abortion ban 
so early in pregnancy until 
all three Trump appointees 
– Justices Neil Gorsuch, 
Brett Kavanaugh and Amy 
Coney Barrett – were on 
board.

While we won’t know 
whether this Mississip-
pi case overturns Roe, 
or changes the dynamic 
of the timeline for fe-
tal viability for several 
months, this represents 
the culmination and goal 

of Mike Pence’s political 
career. And should the 
Supreme Court overturn 
Roe v. Wade, it would 
become his most profound 
achievement.

Pence spoke at the 
National Press Club on 
Monday at a Susan B. 
Anthony event, saying, 
“Today as the Supreme 
Court prepares to hear 
oral arguments in those 
hallowed halls, we are 
here to declare with one 
voice ‘no more.’ I’m very 
hopeful and I do believe 
that Roe v. Wade will be 
overturned whether it’s 
now or in the future.”

He urged the high court 
to throw the Roe v. Wade 
decision to the “ash heap 
of history,” a phrase that 
has echoed throughout 
his congressional and 
vice presidential career 

sequences.
Pence has been in a po-

litical purgatory since he 
resisted President Trump’s 
coup d’etat on Jan. 6, sur-
viving the mobs chanting 
his name in the shadow 
of a gallows erected on 
Capitol Hill, then moving 
to certify the Electoral 
College victory of Dem-
ocrat Joe Biden after the 
insurrection was quelled. 
He was the only Trump 
administration official to 
attend Biden’s inaugu-
ration, and has been the 
subject of frequent barbs 
from Trump via emails 
to supporters and quotes 
in a hail of tell-all books 
describing the chaotic and 
seditious end to the Trump 
presidency.

Polls show Trump with 
a huge early advantage 
over Pence and the rest of 
a possible GOP field. A 
YouGov poll conducted in 
November showed Trump 
leading Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis 44 to 21%, with 
Pence at 4%.

As we all know, Donald 
Trump reached out to 
Pence about joining his 
ticket in April through 
July 2016, finally settling 
on the Indiana governor 
over New Jersey Gov. 

Chris Christie for two key 
reasons: 1. Pence looked 
like a vice president 
according the constantly 
screen testing Trump. 
2. He brought along the 
GOP’s evangelical voting 
bloc that had been un-
comfortable with Trump’s 
history of womanizing 
while straddling the Roe 
v. Wade political divide.

It was Pence who 
articulated the importance 
of the Federalist Society’s 
SCOTUS list of poten-
tial nominees, with their 
willingness to overturn 
Roe. It was Pence who 
was the driving force 
behind President Trump’s 
nominations of Justices 
Gorsuch, Kavanaugh and, 
finally, Notre Dame’s 
Amy Coney Barrett, that 
have set in motion the 
most ardent challenge to 
Roe which was heard on 
Wednesday.

“President Trump had 
me interview all of the 
finalists for the Supreme 
Court,” Pence told Chris-
tian Broadcast Network 
News on Wednesday. “I 
was able to spend time 
with Justice Brett Kava-
naugh and Justice Amy 
Coney Barrett and Justice 
Neil Gorsuch before they 

were appointed. I will tell 
you that they are men and 
women of integrity and 
conviction and I’m just 
going to be joining a great 
chorus of Americans that 
will be praying that they 
have the courage to seize 
this moment for life.”

Should the Supreme 
Court strike down Roe, 
or set in motion a state-
by-state recalibration of 
fetal viability, it will not 
only change the political 
dynamic in dozens of 
state legislatures, but it 
could also revive Pence’s 
political muscle with evan-
gelical voters, creating 
a viable lane to the 2024 
nomination, particularly if 
Trump’s brand fades and 
he decides not to risk a 
second embarrassing loss.

As NBC’s Meet The 
Press Daily asked on 
Wednesday, does the 
new six-to-three conser-
vative court rule against 
a constitutional right for 
women to have abortions 
in this country? And two, 
if so, what does American 
politics look like in a post-
Roe world? Especially 
in these hyper-polarized 
times?

“For nearly the last 50 
years, Roe has provided 

stability to an uncomfort-
able and controversial 
issue,” the MTP analysis 
observed. “But if you get 
rid of Roe, every single 
state will need a position 
on fetus viability, weeks 
when you can/can’t have 
an abortion, parental no-
tification, sonograms and 
possible exceptions (like 
on rape, incest or threat 
to the mother’s life). And 
every single primary and 
general election could 
be dominated by those 
specific positions – all in 
a nation where a majority 
of Americans believe that 
abortion should be legal 
in all or most cases, and 
where even more say they 
support Roe v. Wade.”

While Trump has been 
focused on his “Big Lie” 
on the “stolen” 2020 
election and a plethora 
of teeming “RINOs” 
that need to be eradicat-
ed from the Republican 
Party, he has been virtu-
ally silent on perhaps his 
most profound impact as 
president, which is setting 
up SCOTUS for this very 
moment.

The columnist is publisher 
of Howey Politics Indiana at 
www.howeypolitics.com

BRIAN HOWEY
HOWEY POLITICS

BBB Warning: beware of Medicare scams as special enrollment period ends today
To give people who may 

have found themselves 
without health insurance 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic a chance to sign 
up for healthcare cov-
erage, the U.S. federal 
government opened Medi-
care.gov starting Oct. 15, 
2021, and it will be open 
until tomorrow, Dec. 7, 
2021.

As with any open enroll-
ment period, scammers 

see this as the perfect time 
to try and take advantage 
of you and steal your per-
sonal information. Scam-
mers have a great way of 
making their tactics seem 
legitimate, a Medicare 
scam can even come in 
the form a brochure or a 
“cold call” to your home. 
Senior Medicare Patrol 
has some great tips on 
what constitutes a Medi-
care marketing violation, 

such as receiving unsolicit-
ed phone calls or in-home 
visits. You can read more 
of the tips from Senior 
Medicare Patrol.

BBB also has some tips 
to help you avoid open 
enrollment scams:

 Be wary of anyone who 
contacts you unsolicited. 
People representing Medi-
care or ACA plans don’t 
contact you by phone, 
email, or in person unless 

you are already enrolled. 
Be especially cautious 
of threatening calls that 
require quick action or 
immediate payment.

Decline promotional 
gifts in exchange for per-
sonal information. Keep a 
healthy level of skepticism 
any time a broker offers 
you free gifts, health 
screenings, or other spe-
cial deals. Never sign up 
with a broker who offers 

you an expensive “sign-up 
gift” in exchange for pro-
viding your Medicare ID 
number or other personal-
ly identifiable information.

Beware of dishonest 
brokers who offer “free 
health screenings.” Some 
brokers offer this to weed 
out people who are less 
healthy. This is called 
“cherry picking” and 
is against the Medicare 
rules.

Guard your govern-
ment-issued numbers. 
Never offer your Medi-
care ID number, Social 
Security number, health 
plan info, or banking 
information to anyone you 
don’t know.

Hang up and go to 
official websites. You 
can enroll or re-enroll in 
Medicare at Medicare.gov 
or in a marketplace health 
plan at Healthcare.gov.

 Meeting Notes
Crawfordsville 

Council Committee 
Meeting Agenda
Crawfordsville, Ind.
Dec. 6, 2021 at 6 p.m. 
City Building, 300 E. 

Pike Street, Crawfords-
ville, Indiana 47933 

Council Chambers
I. Fiscal Affairs

a. A Resolution Regard-
ing Receipt and Approval 
of Crawfordsville Electric 
Light and Powers Com-
pany's Proposed 2022 
Budget and Salary Work-
sheets

b. A Resolution Autho-
rizing an Intergovernmen-
tal Cooperation Agree-
ment between the City of 
Crawfordsville and Clark 

Township, Montgomery 
County, Indiana regard-
ing Crawfordsville Fire 
Department Ambulance 
Services

c. A Resolution Au-
thorizing an Intergov-
ernmental Cooperation 
Agreement between the 
City of Crawfordsville and 
Walnut Township, Mont-
gomery County, Indiana 

regarding Crawfordsville 
Fire Department Ambu-
lance Services

d. A Resolution Autho-
rizing an Intergovernmen-
tal Cooperation Agree-
ment between the City of 
Crawfordsville and Brown 
Township, Montgomery 
County, Indiana regard-
ing Crawfordsville Fire 
Department Ambulance 

Services
e. A Resolution Au-

thorizing an Intergov-
ernmental Cooperation 
Agreement between the 
City of Crawfordsville and 
Franklin Township, Mont-
gomery County, Indiana 
regarding Crawfordsville 
Fire Department Ambu-
lance Services

II. Ordinances & Peti-

tions
III. Traffic, Parking & 

Safety
a. An Ordinance Vacat-

ing a Portion of a Street 
in Crawfordsville, Indiana 
–  Old Oak Hill Road 
directly in front of 907 
Lafayette Avenue

IV. Annexation
V. Miscellaneous
VI. Adjournment

created a display of book 
suggestions for both a 
bones or a no bones day. If 
you’re having a bones day, 
you’re invigorated, you’re 
feeling good, you’re 
feeling motivated, we have 
tons of great suggestions. 
Like, Badass Habits by 
Jen Sincero (152.33 Sin). 
This book teaches you 
how to lose bad habits 
and harness good ones to 
improve your daily life. 
Or you might consider 
reading The Moth Presents 
Occasional Magic: True 
Stories About Defying the 
Impossible (808.543 Mot), 
which is a book where sto-
rytellers from around the 
world share times when, 
in the face of seemingly 
impossible situations, they 
found moments of beauty, 
wonder, and clarity that 
shed light on their lives 
and helped them find a 
path forward. 

We have books for no 
bones days as well. If 
you’re feeling a little slow 

today, if all you want to 
do is crawl back under 
the covers and sleep, you 
might want to check out 
I Really Needed This 
Today (170.44 Kot) by 
Hoda Kotb. Hoda not only 
shares 365 sayings and 
quotes that can help you 
through a rough day, but 
she also writes about the 
people and experiences 
that have pushed her to 
challenge boundaries, 
embrace change, and ex-
plore relationships to their 
fullest. Another suggestion 
for a day like this is The 
Lost Art of Doing Noth-
ing: How the Dutch Un-
wind with Niksen (158.1 
Wil). This book gives you 
permission to occasionally 
do absolutely nothing and 
teaches you how to do it in 
a way that is very helpful 
for your mind and body. 
One of my favorite sugges-
tions in the No Bones 
category is Life in the 
Sloth Lane: Slow Down 
and Smell the Hibiscus 

(158.12 Coo). This book is 
a unique little mindfulness 
book that features many 
adorable pictures of sloths. 

Both categories also 
feature cookbooks and 
activity books. For a bones 
day there are healthy rec-
ipes, exercise books, and 
other books that can help 
you take full advantage of 
a Bones Day. Whereas in 
the No Bones collection 
we have easy one-pot 
recipes that you can make 
without much effort, and 
books that help you create 
self-care items like bath 
scrubs and lotions. 

If you’re interested in 
taking reading advice from 
Noodles the pug, stop by 
CDPL during December 
to see the Bones/No Bones 
display on the 2nd floor 
(including a sign that tells 
you which kind of day 
today is). 

Emma Lashley is a Library 
Assistant in Reference and 
Local History at CDPL

Þ PUG  From Page A1

this example:
“Oh, you’re a graphic 

artist,” they say. “How 
cool!”

“No, I’m a graphic 
designer.”

“There’s a difference?”
“If you owned a horse 

farm,” I’d say, “I could 
make you one awesome 
catalog to help you sell your 
livestock, but whatever you 

do, don’t ask me to draw 
that horse.”

I still dabble as a graph-
ic designer, usually for 
friends. I seldom charge my 
friends. One of the reasons 
I got out of the business was 
because I seemed to have 
more friends than custom-
ers.

I make it a point to keep 
my design software up-to-

date, even though my skills 
really aren’t.

From time to time, the 
software company treats 
us to new features when 
they make upgrades to their 
program. The company pro-
motes these improvements 
in a series of bullet points 
that catch our attention. 
This time, new ones are 
introduced for 2022.

Bullet point No. 1 touted 
a nice “capture” feature, 
which allows the user to 
poach layouts from other 
documents to speed things 
up. No. 2 described a new 
scalable user interface that 
should make working easier 
for us older designers, who 
often can’t see their own 
computers, let alone the tiny 
type on the screen.

No. 3 was an upgrade 
they call “Inclusive Termi-
nology.” To show you how 
daft I am, I thought they 
had made improvements 
to the story composition 
editor, or even the font 
management tools. Nope. 
It seems that the company 
is, well . . . let me put it in 
their own words:

“We have replaced 
non-inclusive terminology 
to support core [company] 
values of diversity and 
inclusion.”

At no time using their 
software to create designs 
did I feel insulted, nor do I 
believe I was insulting, dis-
respecting or disparaging to 
anyone else –– unless you 
are British, and caught the 
one time I accidentally used 
an obscure curse word on a 
brochure I made for a floor 
covering company.

If they are making word 
changes to their User 
Manuals or their Licensing 

Agreement, go for it. No 
one reads those anyway. 
However, changes are com-
ing to the program itself.

The foundation of their 
application is currently 
called the “Master” page. 
From it, the designer can 
build an entire publication 
quite easily. In 2022, the 
Master page will now be 
called the “Parent” page.

Before we go further, let 
me make one thing perfect-
ly clear: I get it. It took me 
awhile to see it, but I really 
do get it.

My question is, though, 
how far are we willing to 
deconstruct the English 
language before we can 
find words that don’t offend 
anyone? Are parents now 
outraged that they are held 
in the same regard as slave 
owners? I suppose their 
children might see a cor-
relation, but it demonstrates 
how quickly a single word 
can be misconstrued without 
understanding the circum-
stances of its use.

What complicates it is 
that some words have multi-
ple meanings.

I’m surprised that a 
company that specializes in 
communication has missed 
the value of context. There 
are very few words that 
won’t insult someone when 
they are removed from the 

conditions in which they are 
meant to be understood.

Will Red now be referred 
to as the “Democratic 
Socialist” color? Could the 
“Square” tool be dropped 
in favor of the “Socially 
Awkward” tool? And will 
“Utilities” end up as “They 
/ Themtilities”.

OK, I know I’m way 
over the top, here. The sat-
ire is intentional; mockery 
is not.

My point is that if you 
want a more encompassing, 
relevant society, don’t start 
by making it more difficult 
for people to communicate 
with each other. The time 
will come when many of us 
will be afraid to open our 
mouths, while others will 
find it impossible to keep 
theirs closed.

We may be there now.
One of my favorite tools 

in this graphic design pro-
gram is the “Shear” tool. 
With it you can push one 
corner of any rectangle, 
and automatically create 
a rhombus. Don’t worry, 
designers. It’s not gong 
away soon.

For 2022, however, its 
name is being updated to 
shear nonsense.

John O. Marlowe is an 
award-winning columnist for 
Sagamore News Media.

Þ MARLOWE  From Page A1
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South Montgomery School Corporation - $9,000 - 
Funds are used to assist students with health related needs 
such as medical, dental, vision and mental health care and 
related health and welfare expenses.

History, Arts & Culture
Athens Arts Gallery- $4,000 - Athens will partner with 

preschool agencies to offer art history and art explora-
tion classes with a professional artist. The instructor will 
co-construct awareness with children through the visual 
arts, and will encourage the children to develop compe-
tencies, and confidence, to use the visual arts as a tool for 
learning.

Carnegie Museum- $5,899 - Growing programs create 
storage woes. This grant will allow for the purchase of 
shelving and other storage options, 
along with exhibit supplies. Improved 
efficiencies will result in improved 
programming.

Historical Society - $9,000 - The 
funds will be used to safeguard the 
historic Lane Place. A portion will be 
used for building repairs and a portion 
for tree care.

HUMAN SERVICES
Children’s Bureau of Indianapolis - 

$3,360 - This will allow them to offer 
emergency assistance to more Mont-
gomery County families with children. 
Children’s Bureau works with other 
local agencies to support local families 
with children with essential needs.

Pam’s Promise Transitional Housing 
- $18,727 - This will be used to replace 
the aging, failing furnace and air condi-
tioner at the Spring Ledge house with a 
new, more energy efficient system.

Sylvia’s Child Advocacy Center - 
$29,027 - A part-time advocate will be 
hired to serve local victims of sexual 
abuse and trauma. Currently there is no 
local service. Victims must either leave 
the county for assistance or do without.

Wabash Ave. Presbyterian Church 
- $2,500 - WAPC has for many years, 
graciously set aside space for local re-
covery support groups. These funds will 
purchase books and materials and add 
new, brighter, more energy efficient 
lighting to the recovery room.

Women’s Resource Center - $6,500 - 
Funds will be used for medical services 
and for items for their Great Expecta-
tion’s educational program. WRC is an 
invaluable link to the local health care 
system.

YOUTH
Achaius Ranch - $25,000 - This 

COVID-19 Operating Grant will help 
shore up finances so that the Harmony 
Project, a trauma recovery program, 
can continue in 2022. It debuted this 
year and was a big success. The neg-
ative effects of the pandemic make it 
more important than ever.

Boys & Girls Club - $39,000 - This 
COVID-19 Operating Grant helps 
ensure the financial stability of the club 
so that afterschool programming may 
continue. This provides children a safe 
place to go so that their parents may 
work.

Montgomery County 4-H - $30,000 - 
This will allow 4-H to purchase a new 
range hood and exhaust. The plan is to 
create a demonstration kitchen for both 
in person and virtual education. The 
kitchen is used not only by 4-H but by 
many community groups too.

Youth Service Bureau - $20,000 - 
This will provide support to three key 
YSB programs, CASA, Child Abuse 
Prevention, and Inspire, providing ad-
vocacy, support and education to protect 
youth.

These grants were made possible by 
the following MCCF Field of Interest 
Funds: Crawfordsville Housing Author-
ity, David and Sheridan Hadley Health 
and Wellness Fund, Ian Geoffrey Hud-
son Memorial Fund, Richard and Nancy 
Inskeep Fund, Herbert and Genevieve 
Morrison Fund, A.F. Ramsey Fund, 
Faye O. and Anna Winter Schenck 
Fund, and Women of Wisdom Fund, 
honoring Rev. Chris Hotopp-Zacha-
ry, Mary Vi Leaming RN and Meda 
Lorton.

And from these MCCF Unrestricted 
Funds: Paul and Heather Barajas, Sam-
uel L. and Eva Fern Boots, Harold and 
Linda Carpenter, Chase Bank, Tony 
and Cindy Cosenza, Hank and Nancy 
Coyle, John and Betty Culley, Dr. Fred 
and Elizabeth Daugherty Trust, Ron 
and Trudy Dickerson, Directors, Dr. 
William and Nancy Doemel, Earl F. 
and Ruby B. Elliott, Leland and Dolores 
Epperson & Family, Faith Alliance, 
Bob and Bill Fell, First Merchants 
Charitable Foundation, Barbara and 

Larry Frye, Larry and Susan Griffith, Jack and Joyce 
Grimble, M. Gaildene and Stan Hamilton, Thomas and 
Mary Beth Harmon, Carl F. and Margaret Henthorn, 
Hoosier Heartland State Bank, Michael D. and Sally 
A. Hinkle, Dennis and Dee Hohlbein, Larry D. Servies 
and Wanda R. Hopkins, Roberta Hudson, Walter Hulet, 
Max W. Johnson Fund to honor Mary Francis “Fran” 
Johnson, Brian and Cheryl Keim Family, Mag & Lil, 
Hubert and Martha Massing, Amy McFerran, Steve 
and Diana McLaughlin, Tom and Cynda Mellish, Phil 
and Judy Michal, Mike and Rhonda Mitchell Family, 
Montgomery County Physicians, Nucor, Morris and 
Barbara Odle Family, Gloria and Marvin Oliver, Dale 
and Linda Petrie, Marty Pool, Torey and Bethany Rauch, 

William and Amy Roth, Anita Rupar, Coach Rick and 
Deb Schavietello, Clark and Nancy Sennett, James G. 
and Susan Smith, Kathy and John Steele, John T. Taylor 
Charitable Fund, Bobbye and Claude Thompson, John 
and Sandy Tidd Fund in memory of Ernest and Anna 
Tidd and Joan and John Spray, Beverley J. Turner Fund 
in memory of John C. White, Tom Warren, Leonard and 
Louise Winchell, Damon C. and Bernice Seaman Wray, 
and the Roland Brooks and Helen Johnson Wynne Fund.

MCCF has been working to improve the quality of life 
in Montgomery County since 1991. In those 30 years, 
more than $24.5 million has been awarded in grants and 
scholarships right here in Montgomery County. To learn 
more, visit www. mccf-in.org or call us at 362-1267.
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keg during the regular 
season, which included 
the County Tourney, but 
not the Sectional. No 
team outside Montgomery 
County . . . or Craw-
fordsville . . . could claim 
the prize, and the school 
that owned the keg at the 
end of the season could 
cherish it until the next 
basketball season rolled 
around. To determine 
who would first own the 
keg, the names of all of 
the nine county schools 
were placed into a hat . . 
. and Alamo became the 
first recipient on Nov. 1, 
1957. Little did they know 
it at the time, but that 
was the first and last time 
that the Warriors would 
possess the trophy. Three 
weeks later, Alamo lost to 

Darlington, and the Ala-
mo teams never possessed 
it again up to the time the 
little schools closed in 
1971.

Each time a school won 
the keg, they decorated 
it with ribbons of their 
school colors and parad-
ed it around before each 
game. A metal plate, with 
the school's name and 
the date they won it, was 
permanently attached. 
During the 14 years that 
the keg was around, it 
changed hands a total of 
30 times. New Ross won 
the keg six times . . . 
the most of any school, 
while Darlington, New 
Market and Linden each 
won it five times. Coal 
Creek won it four times, 
Waveland and Ladoga 

twice, and Waynetown 
once. The longest stretch 
in which a school owned 
the keg was two years and 
10 months by Darlington 
in the late 1960s when the 
Indians went undefeated 
for two years. The New 
Ross Blue Jays owned 
it for two years and two 
months in the early 1960s 
when Keith Greve was 
their coach.

The shortest time that 
the keg was held was sev-
en hours . . . by Darling-
ton. I know all about that, 
as I was on that team. We 
beat an undefeated New 
Ross team in an afternoon 
game at the County Tour-
ney on Jan. 16, 1965 . . . 
and promptly lost the keg 
to the Coal Creek Bear-
cats by a score of 47-45 

in the championship game 
that evening! However, 
three weeks later we won 
it back from Coal Creek 
in a regular game. I knew 
we could keep it the rest 
of the year and into the 
1966 season, as the only 
team we had to face was 
Waynetown, who had 
just an average team. But 
fate was not on our side. 
One of Waynetown's 
players gave me a delib-
erate uppercut to the jaw 
during the first quarter, 
causing me to be out of 
the lineup and down in the 
locker room for nearly the 
remainder of the contest. 
We lost the game and the 
keg. That same Wayne-
town player swooped up 
the keg from our cheer-
leaders and ran around 

the gym, whooping and 
laughing. We were not 
happy campers!

Darlington owned the 
keg when the little schools 
closed in the spring of 
1971, and they were 
allowed to keep the keg in 
their trophy case. A few 
years later, it was decided 
that the keg should be in 
the Indiana Basketball 
Hall of Fame at New 
Castle, and that is where 
it can be found today. It 
would be impossible to 
say how much that little 
wooden keg meant to 
all of the players, cheer-
leaders, students, and 
fans who were involved 
in Montgomery County 
basketball during those 
14 years that it was in ex-
istence. Nothing else has 

evoked more emotion . . . 
be it tears of happiness or 
tears of sorrow . . . than 
the "county keg."

Oh yes . . . that player 
who elbowed me in the 
jaw in 1965 . . . he was a 
prisoner at the county jail 
after I had been elected 
Montgomery County 
Sheriff in 1994. He 
requested to be a trusty, 
an inmate worker with 
his own private cell. But 
as they say in a certain 
board game . . . "SOR-
RY!"

John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been 
the librarian at Darlington 
the past 32 years, and is a 
well-known artist and author 
of local history.
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