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 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

1 Don’t forget that the rising 
COVID-19 cases in Montgom-
ery County has pushed the 

State of the City / County Ad-
dresses by Mayor Todd Barton and 
Montgomery County Administrator 
Tom Klein scheduled for Jan. 27 
to a virtual event.  The speeches 
will be recorded and broadcast on 
radio station WCDQ at 7 p.m. on 
that date and will be available in 
podcast format so people can ac-
cess them at their leisure and from 
the safety of their own home.

2   The Paper still offers any 
Montgomery County church a 
free ad to let folks know what 

time services are, sermon topics . 
. . or really, anything they want. We 
know we are the only local paper 
to do so. We’re hoping that if we 
get people together in places of 
worship we can begin to find some 
common ground that unites us, 
instead of focusing on what divides 
us? If you represent a church and 
would like a free ad each week in 
our Faith section, just e-mail ttim-
mons@thepaper24-7.com.

3   The Indianapolis Home Show 
is in full swing and if you’d 
like to score some free tickets 

(as many as six to eight), just send 
a selfie of your beautiful smiling 
face to ttimmons@thepaper24-7.
com and tell us why you like The 
Paper. Also, be sure to let us know 
how many tickets you want. If we 
use your photo in The Paper, you 
win the tickets. It’s that easy! But 
time is running out, so best hurry!

This came in from a reader: The 
biggest governments in the world 
can’t stop a virus. But they all claim 
they can fix global warming if you 
just pay more in taxes! Kinda makes 
sense, huh?
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The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
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Notable Nineties
Do you know anyone who falls into the category we call Notable 
Nineties. Every so often we share our list of Notable Nineties and if 
you or someone you know would like to be included, just e-mail us 
their name and we’ll add them to the list. The only qualifications? Be 
the age of 90 or above and live (or have lived) in Montgomery County. 
Let us know by e-mail ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com

 TODAY’S QUOTE
"Traveling is not just seeing the new; it 

is also leaving behind. Not just opening 
doors; also closing them behind you, 

never to return. But the place you have 
left forever is always there for you to see 

whenever you shut your eyes."
Jan Myrdal

We’re 
everywhere 

you are! 310 N. Green St. • 364-0517
Family owned and operated

Carpet • Hardwood • Luxury Vinyl Tile  
• Laminate • Ceramic Tile • Bamboo

Romans 8:38 – 39 “And I am 
convinced that nothing can 
ever separate us from God’s 
love. Neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, 

neither our fears for today nor 
our worries about tomorrow 

– not even the powers of hell 
can separate us from God’s 

love. No power in the sky 
above or in the earth below – 

indeed, nothing in all creation 
will ever be able to separate 
us from the love of God that 

is revealed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (NLT)

Not receiving enough sleep can 
lead to increased appetite and 

obesity.
Today’s health tip was brought to 

you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The 

Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

 TODAY’S JOKE
How do you make the number 

seven even?
Take away the S.

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:05 a.m.      
SET: 5:54 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High:  27°F
Low:  10°F

Wacky Holiday Today
• Squirrel Appreciation Day

• National Hugging Day
• International Sweatpants 

Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1899 Opel builds its first 
automobile

• 1968 The Battle of Khe 
Sanh begins

Births On This Day
• 1824 Stonewall Jackson

American general
• 1963 Hakeem Olajuwon
Nigerian/American bas-

ketball player

Deaths On This Day
• 1950 George Orwell

English author
• 1997 Col. Tom Parker
Dutch/American talent 

manager

The friendly folks at Heathcliff (from 
left) Karen Arndt, Jody Cullings and 
Marsha Smith take a break from 
inventory to smile grandly for The Pa-

The Daily
Almanac

Photo courtesy of Tipmont REMC 
Tipmont REMC 2019 Youth Tour visiting the Washington Monument in Washington D.C.

Area high school juniors are 
eligible to apply for the Indiana 
Youth Tour, an all-expens-
es-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., sponsored by Tipmont 
REMC. Applications are 
available online at tipmont.
org/youthtour or by contacting 
Tipmont Member Service at 
800-726-3953. This year's trip 
is June 16-23.

Applications are due January 
31. Applicants do not need to 
receive service from Tipmont 
REMC to be eligible. Home-
schooled students are also en-
couraged to apply. Finalists will 
interview with Tipmont staff 
in February with the selected 
students notified by the end of 
February.

“This trip is a tremendous 

opportunity for our local 
youth,” said Rob Ford, Tip-
mont REMC Communication 
Director and a chaperone on the 
trip. “Many of these students 
haven't been to Washington 
D.C. before, so it's gratifying 
to give them the chance to see 
how our government works and 

See TIPMONT Page A6

Tipmont REMC to sponsor H.S. 
students for Washington D.C. trip

United Way in Montgomery 
County announces VITA site

United Way in Montgomery 
County will be a Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program site for the 2022 tax 
season. In collaboration with 
United Way of Greater Lafay-
ette, the VITA program will 
offer free tax preparation and 
efiling services to individuals 
and families with an annual 
household income at or below 
$68,000; persons with disabil-
ities; and those who are older 
than 60 years of age. VITA 
tax preparers are certified by 
the IRS to ensure that clients 
receive all eligible Earned 
Income Tax Credits (EITC), 
Third Economic Impact Cred-
it, and Child Tax Credits. In 
addition, clients save money 
by not having to pay fees asso-

ciated with tax preparation.
Through the VITA pro-

gram, United Way will help 
hard-working individuals 
and families in our commu-
nity take advantage of their 
tax dollars and reinvest their 
returns back into Montgomery 
County. Many clients will use 
their tax refunds to pay bills, 
add to their savings accounts, 
purchase homes, and make 
home or car repairs.

Clients can submit docu-
ments virtually through our 
website or in-person at the 
United Way in Montgomery 
County office. Virtual submis-
sion is available immediately, 
while in-person submission 

See UNITED Page A6

Butch needed 
a cigarette and 
help from above

In the 
early 1990s, 
I worked 
two jobs...
library 
director at 
Darlington 
from 11am 
to 6pm...
and then 
Deputy Sheriff for Montgomery 
County from 7pm to 4am. Yes, 
it was a very long work day!

One afternoon at the library, 
just before I was about to leave, 
a woman rushed through the 
door and ran up to the cir-
culation desk. She was very 

BUTCH DALE
Columnist

See Butch Page A6
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 OBITUARIES
Avanell Peterman 

Dec. 28, 1921 - Jan. 17, 2022
Avanell Peterman was a be-

loved wife, mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, great-great grand-
mother, and friend whose life hasn’t 
ended with her death here on earth. 
Avanell went to her eternal home in 
Heaven on Jan. 17th, 2022, age 100, 
surrounded by her loving children. 

Avanell L. Jackson was born on 
Dec. 28, 1921, to Straudia and Ruby 
Jackson. After graduating from high school, she married 
Robert E. Peterman on June 9, 1940, and together they 
had three children. They were married 74 years before 
Robert’s passing in 2014.

Mrs. Peterman spent her entire life serving others in 
many ways, both personally and professionally. She 
worked as a cook for many different institutions. She 
later worked for R.R. Donnelley’s book return facility.  
She then worked for the City of Crawfordsville where 
she retired after 10 years.  She continued working until 
the age of 80 at Crawford’s Food Store until it closed.  
She served as a Sunday School teacher for many years 
at Mt. Zion United Methodist Church, then at Sonlight 
Wesleyan Church. She also served as the bookkeeper for 
the latter.

Mrs. Peterman loved spending time with her family, 
especially her grandchildren. She was very proud that 
she had lived long enough to have 5 great-great grand-
children. She also had a lifelong best friend in Evelyn 
Baker, whom she met at church at the age of 10.  Ava-
nell was the last surviving member of the Crawfordsville 
High School Class of 1939.

Survivors include her children: Rose Anna (Donald) 
Kincaid, Robert (Ginny) Peterman and David Peterman; 
her grandchildren: Connie (Mark) Maxwell, Jim (Shir-
ley) Todd, Mary Ann (Tony) Ferguson, Donald Kincaid, 
Jr, Denise Beanblossom, Robert J. (Tracy) Peterman, 
Annie Risner, Jennifer Jackson, Douglas Peterman, Julie 
Snyder, Darren Coffenberry and Blake Peterman; 15 
great-grandchildren and 5 great-great grandchildren;  her 
sister-in-law Marilyn Peterman; her brother-in-law Rich-
ard Peterman; and many nieces, nephews, and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her hus-
band, Robert; her two brothers, Gene and Etherton Jack-
son; a sister, Gwendolyn Garrigus; a grandson, Matthew 
Peterman; and her best friend Evelyn Baker. 

Visitation is scheduled at Sanders Priebe Funeral Care, 
315 S Washington St, in Crawfordsville on Tues., Jan. 
25th, 2022 from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.  The service will 
start at 2 p.m. and will be live-streamed and recorded 
which can be viewed on her obituary page at www.
sandersfuneralcare.com.  The burial will follow at Mace 
Cemetery.  

Memories and condolences can be shared online at 
www.sandersfuneralcare.com.

David L. Kelly 
Sept. 13, 1955-Jan. 19, 2022

David L. Kelly of Ladoga passed 
away Wednesday morning at Hen-
dricks Regional in Danville, Indiana.  
He was 66.

Born Sept. 13, 1955 in Crawfords-
ville, he was the son of Charles Rich-
ard Kelly and Mary Lou Myers Kelly.  
He attended school at Ladoga and 
graduated from Southmont in 1973.  
He married the former Yevon Kiger 
on Aug. 19, 1995 at New Hope in Crawfordsville. 

David was an avid outdoorsman who loved fishing and 
had hiked much of the Appalachian Trail.  He attend-
ed Calvary Fellowship in Greencastle, where he was a 
Board Member and always did his part to take care of 
the church.  He worked 25 years at Mid-States, then 
9 years at Heidtmann Steel, and finally as a driver for 
Moody Meats, retiring to be a stay-at-home Papaw.

Survivors include his wife, Yevon Kelly; daughters 
Luv A. (Brandon) Lowe, Jessi (Craig) Pirtle, Cassy 
(Ryan) Cummins and Rebekah Kelly; sons Jake Kelly 
and Malachi Kelly; his mother, Mary Lou Kelly; four-
teen grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his dad, sister, Kathy 
Busenbark and brother, Brad Kelly.

Visitation is scheduled from 2 to 6 p.m. Sun., Jan. 
23rd at Calvary Fellowship, 1249 N. Jackson Street, 
Greencastle.  Services are scheduled at the church on 
Monday at 1 p.m., led by Pastor Rick Fay.  He will be 
laid to rest at Stoner Cemetery, east of Ladoga.  Ar-
rangements were entrusted to Burkhart Funeral Home.

Online condolences may be made at www.Burkhart-
FH.com.

Donald L. Sturgeon 
Sep. 23, 1938- Jan. 11, 2022

Donald L. Sturgeon was born on 
Sept. 23, 1938 in the one room log 
cabin now on display at the Johnson 
county park on the north side of Camp 
Atterbury.  He was the youngest son 
of Waller “Clayton” Sturgeon and 
Sarah “Etta” Ward Sturgeon.   

Mr. Sturgeon came to Wallace IN in 
1956 to live and work with his Uncle 
Claude Ward and Cousins Harlan, 
Bane and Orville Ward.  He met Car-
olyn there and they were married on 
Aug. 12, 1958. They lived a number 
of places in Fountain and Montgom-
ery Counties until settling near New 
Market, then Kokomo, before finally 
retiring to Lafayette in 2005.

Mr. Sturgeon served our country with honor and 
distinction in the 332nd Army Transportation Company 
in Stuttgart, Germany from 1960 to 1962, and in the 
Reserves until 1967.

Mr. Sturgeon was passionate about driving trucks, 
which he did for twenty years. He later stopped to 
switch to a career in real estate.

Survivors include his wife of 63 years, Carolyn Miller 
Sturgeon; brothers Kenneth of New Mexico; Hulan of 
Silverville, In.; son, Clint of Cataract, In.; and grand-
children, Megan, Colin  and Corey.

He was preceded in death by his parents; sisters 
Eunice (age 7) and Evanell Trow; son Mark Sturgeon 
Chambers; and grandson Jason Chambers.

There is a Celebration of life and a 50 year Sturgeon/
Ward reunion scheduled at the Montgomery County fair-
grounds in Crawfordsville, on May 28th from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.  All friends and family welcome; lunch pitch in 
at noon.

Janet M. Fruits 
Sept. 29, 1942-Jan. 17, 2022

Janet M. Fruits of New Market 
passed away Monday morning at the 
age of 79.

Born Sept. 29, 1942, she was the 
daughter of Max J. Mitchell and 
Dorothy Martin Mitchell.  She married 
Gary Fruits on Feb. 25, 1961 at her 
parent’s farm near Browns Valley.

Mrs. Fruits graduated from Wave-
land High School in 1960.  She 
worked at R.R. Donnelley and spent 40 years with the 
Southmont School Corporation. She was an avid sports 
fan throughout her life, starting at a young age with her 
brothers and continuing as she enthusiastically supported 
her sons while they competed. She had a passion for the 
decades of kids that she met throughout her career, and 
enjoyed reading, working on her yard, and IU basket-
ball.

Survivors include her husband, Gary Fruits; four sons, 
Ray (Crissa) Fruits, Phil (Anita) Fruits, Kevin Fruits and 
Steve (Greg) Fruits; brother, Jim Mitchell; five grand-
children, Braden, Kellan, Brad, John and Nick; three 
great-grandchildren, Logan, Mia and Jolene.

She was preceded in death by her parents and two 
brothers, Jack and Jon Mitchell.

In keeping with her wishes, there will not be any 
public services.  She will be cremated and her ashes laid 
to rest at Indian Creek Hill Cemetery at a later date.  
Arrangements were entrusted to Burkhart Funeral Home.

Online condolences may be made at www.Burkhart-
FH.com.

Candidate Filings for 
2022 Primary

Primary Election Day is 
May 3, 2022. Visit Indi-
anavoters.in.gov for more 
information.

• County Offices
First; Party; Office; 

Date Filed
Sherri Bentley (I); 

Republican; Assessor; 
1/5/2022

Jennifer Bentley; 
Republican; Auditor; 
1/5/2022

Mindy Byers; Republi-
can; Auditor; 1/5/2022

Ryan Needham (I); 
Republican; Sheriff; 
1/7/2022

Heather Laffoon (I); 
Republican; Treasurer; 
1/5/2022

Jim Fulwider (I);  
Republican; County Com-
missioner 2; 1/6/2022

Joyce Grimble; Republi-
can; County Council Dist 
1; 1/6/2022

Matt Nelson; Republi-
can; County Council Dist 
2; 1/5/2022

Steve Loy; Republican; 
County Council Dist 3; 
1/5/2022

Brett Cating; Republi-
can; County Council Dist 
4; 1/11/2022

• Trustee Offices
First; Party; Office; 

Date Filed
Kylee Simpson (I); 

Republican; Brown Town-
ship Trustee; 1/10/2022

Richard Graham; Re-
publican; Brown Town-
ship Board; 1/13/2022

Paul Surface; Repub-
lican; Brown Township 
Board; 1/18/2022

Amy Cating; Republi-
can Clerk Township 
Trustee; 1/11/2022

Roger Kunkel (I); 
Republican; Coal Creek 
Township Trustee; 
1/7/2022

Jayne Lough (I); Repub-
lican; Franklin Township 
Trustee; 1/11/2022

Chasity Surface; Repub-

lican; Madison Township 
Board; 1/19/2022

Sally Evans Molin (I); 
Republican; Union Town-
ship Trustee; 1/5/2022

Stacey Guard (I) 
Republican; Union Town-
ship Board; 1/10/2022

Dennis Hohlbein (I); 
Republican; Union Town-
ship Board; 1/5/2022

Alan Plunkett (I) 
Republican; Union Town-
ship Board; 1/11/2022

Michelle Kinkead; Re-
publican; Walnut Town-
ship Board; 1/12/2022

N Kathy Ryker (I); 
Democrat; Wayne Town-
ship Trustee; 1/11/2022

• State Delegates
First; Party; Office; 

Date Filed
Jennifer Bentley; Re-

publican; State Delegate; 
1/5/2022

Danielle Busse; Re-
publican; State Delegate; 
1/7/2022

Bob Cox; Republican; 
State Delegate; 1/14/2022

Leah Denbo; Republi-
can; State Delegate ; 
1/12/2022

Karyn D. Douglas; Re-
publican; State Delegate; 
1/14/2022

Sally Evans Molin; Re-
publican; State Delegate; 
1/5/2022

John Frey; Republican; 
State Delegate; 1/5/2022

Jim Fulwider; Repub-
lican; State Delegate; 
1/6/2022

Dan Guard; Repub-
lican; State Delegate; 
1/10/2022

Dennis Hohlbein; Re-
publican; State Delegate; 
1/5/2022

Jim Johnson; Republi-
can; State Delegate ; 
1/5/2022

Steve Loy; Republican; 
State Delegate; 1/5/2022

Scott Molin; Repub-
lican; State Delegate; 
1/12/2022

Dear Editor: County Councilman 
endorses Grimble for council

I am excited to sup-
port Joyce Grimble as 
the Republican candidate 
for Montgomery County 
Council District One. I 
cannot think of a better 
or more qualified can-
didate than Joyce. Her 
leadership experiences 
and skill sets developed 
as a classroom teacher, 
director of guidance, 
president of the Mont-
gomery County Commu-
nity Foundation, church 
volunteer, and various 
other roles in community 
groups and activities will 
serve her well on the 
county council. Joyce is 

committed to whatever 
task is in front of her. She 
will listen, research, and 
ask questions so that she 
has a full understanding 
of each situation. She 
knows working as a team 
leads to better decisions. 
Joyce will add a new 
positive dimension and 
perspective to the county 
council. Please join me in 
electing Joyce Grimble to 
represent District One on 
the Montgomery County 
Council.

Thank you,
Tom Mellish
Montgomery County 

Council District 1

Dear Editor: Sen. Boots 
endorses Loy for council

It is with pleasure that I 
write this letter to support 
the candidacy of Steve 
Loy for the Montgomery 
County Council. I have 
known Steve for many 
years and have had many 
discussions with him 
about ways to make this 
community a great place 
to live and work. I am 
aware that Steve has con-
sistently dedicated himself 
to serve on many local 
boards and committees 
promoting the growth of 
this community. He was a 
founding member several 
years ago of the original 
Montgomery County 
Economic Development 
board of directors. He 
served as its first Presi-
dent and, consequently, 
was heavily involved in 
formulating the goals and 
methods to accomplish 
them. Having worked 
several years in the local 
banking industry, Steve 

obviously has an exten-
sive knowledge of financ-
es and taxes which will 
be a great benefit to us as 
a member of the county 
council, the fiscal body 
of county government. I 
believe that we are lucky 
that Steve has decided to 
continue to lend his ex-
pertise to this community 
by serving as an elected 
member of the county 
council. I know that Steve 
will do an outstanding 
job by listening to the 
concerns of the citizens of 
Montgomery County and 
making the best decisions 
possible.

Please join me in 
electing Steve Loy to 
the Montgomery County 
Council.

Respectfully,
Phil boots
Indiana State Senator 

- District 23 Pboots@
bootsbros.com

765-366-8302

Realtor/Broker
M.S. Management

765-307-2337 • 765-918-1773
Email: Clark.hiverealty@gmail.com

HIVE REALTY GROUP
111 N. Washington St.
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
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Melissa Whitcomb 
Aug. 3, 1976 - Jan. 19, 2022

Melissa C. Whitcomb of Craw-
fordsville passed away Wednesday at 
Methodist Hospital.  She was 45.

Born Aug. 3, 1976 in Indianapo-
lis, she was the daughter of Michael 
Whitcomb, Jr. and Ruby Grubbs 
Whitcomb.

Melissa was a hard-working mother 
to her kids.  She did everything she 
could for them.  She liked seeing her 
grandkids, helping people, and had a big heart.  

Survivors include her three daughters, Destiny Nugent 
(Justin Risner), Michelle Lowe (fiance’ Anthony Chase) 
and Kayla Lowe; three biological grandchildren, Grace-
lyn Risner, Archer Chase and Owen Chase; four other 
grandchildren; brothers John Whitcomb (Kathy) and 
Billy Whitcomb (Lauren); sisters Camille Smith and 
Shelly Albright (Kenny); special friend, Kevin Chaney; 
and step-father, Dan Powell.

There will not be a public service.  Cremation arrange-
ments were made through Burkhart Funeral Home.

Online condolences may be made at www.Burkhart-
FH.com

 Meeting Notes
Ladoga-Clark Twp. 

Public Library
Last Tuesday of the 

month
5:30 p.m.

The Ladoga-Clark Twp. 
Public Library has month-
ly meetings on the last 
Tuesday of each month at 
5:30 pm in the library.

Number, please...
I’d like to share a few 

numbers with you:
4927262920202826
5736282018082727
9284748495483838
These are some of the 

tracking numbers for the 
Christmas gifts I bought 
online over the past few 
months. I copied and 
pasted the figures into the 
UPS or FedEx websites to 
be sure they were on the 
way. By the way, those are 
not the exact numbers. I 
substituted bogus numer-
als above because I don’t 
want anyone tracking my 
purchases.  One time when 
I pretended to put my real 
phone number in my col-
umn, readers called it and 
then emailed me saying 
they got some poor lady 
in Metamora, who I later 
heard had a breakdown 
because her phone kept 
ringing in the middle of the 
night. And whose fault is 
that?

I did a Google search to 
learn the term for a large 
string of integers, and I’ve 
discovered a whole new 
lexicon. We have quadril-
lion, quintillion, sextillion, 
decillion, tredecillion, 
novemdecillion and vigin-
tillion. I’m going to play it 
safe and just call them all 
gazillions. Whatever you 
call them, it just doesn’t 
make sense that tracking a 
package should require so 
many digits.

Here’s another code: 
783930404X9056. 

That’s the confirmation 
number for my online 
pharmacy cholesterol med-
icine. I knew there were a 
lot of people out there with 
lipid problems, but my 
mistake was just counting 
people on this planet. I 
also don’t know what that 
X means, but it scares the 
heck out of me.

There is a similar co-
nundrum (not a word I use 
lightly) in other areas. My 
house number is 9623 No 
matter how many times I 
count the homes in my cul 
de sac, I usually get six. 
Even after three cans of 
Heineken Light, the most I 
see is eight.

My friend Jerry works 
at a small company here in 
Indianapolis. When I call 
his office, I get a prompt 

that says: For Tom, press 
3056, for Jerry press 3157, 
for Adrian press 3021. I’ve 
been to his place of busi-
ness. Where are the 3,000-
plus phones? Imagine if we 
all got this pretentious!

“Mary Ellen, it’s your 
brother calling from Ore-
gon.”

“Which line, Dick?”
“Extension 5696.”
“Huh? We only have 

two phone lines in this 
house.”

“I know. I know. I just 
hope your brother heard 
me say that. How cool 
does that sound?”

Then there’s my com-
puter. The model number 
is 367892JY. I called the 
company and asked how 
many different models 
they have. “About 30 or 
40 over the past 24 years,” 
they told me, so I posed 
the obvious question. “Do 
you have a model number 
6 or 12 or 27?”

“No, Sir. I think those 
missing numbers represent 
defective prototypes that 
didn’t pass all the neces-
sary tests.” This makes me 
really happy I never flew 
to New York on a 742.

The original Social 
Security card, printed back 
in l936 with the number 
001-01-0001, was issued 
to a man named Morris 
Ackerman. When he 
retired, his first Social 
Security check was for 17 
cents. He was just beside 
himself with how generous 
the government was. They 
sure had his number. 

Dick Wolfsie spent his 
career sharing his humor, 
stories and video essays on 
television, radio and in news-
papers. His columns appear 
weekly in The Paper of Mont-
gomery County. E-mail Dick 
at Wolfsie@ aol.com.

DICK WOLFSIE
Life in a Nutshell

ThePaper24-7.com

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease. 
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Even during the darkest 
times in Purdue football 
history (see: Hazell, 
Darrell. Also see: Akers, 
Fred), Boilermaker fans 
and administration could 
point with pride to the 
Cradle of Quarterbacks.

There’s even a section 
on the school’s athletic 
website (purduesports.
com) devoted to the Cra-
dle. Three members have 
been inducted into the 
College Football Hall of 
Fame (Bob Griese, Mike 
Phipps, Mark Herrmann). 
Len Dawson and Griese 
will be joined in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in 
a few years when Drew 
Brees becomes eligible.

Fifteen former Purdue 
quarterbacks have played 
in the NFL, throwing for 
more yards (248,731) and 
touchdown passes (1,642), 
as well as more starts 
(1,172), than any other 
school according to Elias 
Sports Bureau.

The last time Purdue 
declared the official 
membership of The Cradle 
was 2010, picking a dozen 
quarterbacks as part of a 
year-long celebration that 
included raising money for 
the 12th Boiler Scholarship 
Fund.

Before that official 
stamp of approval, mem-
bership in the Cradle of 
Quarterbacks was in the 
eye of the beholder.

In the early 1970s, 
university artist Keith 
Butz was commissioned 
to create a poster featur-
ing Purdue’s outstanding 
quarterbacks of the past 30 
years. That poster includ-
ed Bob DeMoss, Dale 
Samuels, Dawson, Bernie 
Allen, Griese, Phipps and 
Gary Danielson.

Allen is better known 
to older Purdue fans 
as an outstanding base-
ball player. He played 
for Minnesota, the old 
Washington Senators, the 
New York Yankees and 
Montreal Expos in a career 
that spanned from 1962 to 
1973.

Butz updated the poster, 
now titled “Cradle of 
Quarterbacks,” in the late 
1970s to add Herrmann. A 
third update in the 1980s 
removed Allen and added 
Scott Campbell and Jim 
Everett.

Yet another poster, this 
time a collage of pho-

tos, came out in the late 
1990s to add the late Eric 
Hunter, Billy Dicken and 
Brees, who was still play-
ing for Purdue at the time.

For the 2010 poster, the 
12 ranged chronologically 
from DeMoss (1945-48) 
to Curtis Painter (2005-
08), and there was very 
little argument about the 
selections. All but Samu-
els (1950-52) had played 
in the NFL. Hunter and 
Dicken were not included 
in this updated poster.

Now 12 years later, it’s 
time to propose mem-
bership in the Cradle of 
Quarterbacks for two 
individuals.

The first candidate is 
David Blough, who over-
came the odds of being 
an undrafted free agent to 
spending three seasons and 
making five NFL starts 
through 2021.

Discovered in Carroll-
ton, Texas, by then-Purdue 
offensive coordinator John 
Shoop, Blough was part of 
the 2013 Elite 11 quar-
terbacks camp and nearly 
won its MVP honor.

At Purdue, Blough 
dueled for the starting 
job with Elijah Sindelar 
for most of his career. 
Winning the job in 2016, 
Blough threw for 3,352 
yards and 25 touchdowns 
with 21 interceptions 
during the 3-9 season that 
spelled the end for Hazell 
in West Lafayette.

An ankle injury suf-
fered against Illinois in 
2017 ended Blough’s 
junior season prematurely. 
That likely contributed 
to Sindelar being chosen 
the starter by coach Jeff 
Brohm to start 2018.

That decision lasted the 
first half of the season 
opener because of a three 
interception performance 
against Northwestern. 

Blough took over for the 
rest of the season and 
threw for 3,521 yards and 
25 touchdowns but with 
just eight interceptions.

Blough’s career passing 
yards (9,550) rank only 
behind Brees, Painter and 
Herrmann. His 69 TD 
passes rank third behind 
Brees (90) and Herrmann 
(71).

Even with a year and a 
half in Brohm’s passing 
offense, Blough’s numbers 
plus his NFL tenure are 
strong enough reasons for 
his addition into Purdue’s 
Cradle of Quarterbacks.

The next nominee has 
yet to write the final 
chapter in his Boilermak-
er career. One thing is 
certain, though: Aidan 
O’Connell’s rise from a 
walk-on to second-team 
All-Big Ten quarterback is 
a tale almost too unbeliev-
able to be true.

O’Connell didn’t see the 
field until his third year on 
campus but he engineered 
two big comeback victo-
ries against Nebraska and 
at Northwestern in his first 
collegiate start. Against the 
Cornhuskers, O’Connell 
was 6 of 7 for 62 yards on 
the game-winning drive. 
The following week, a 
homecoming of sorts for 
the Long Grove, Ill., na-
tive, O’Connell was 34 of 
50 passing for 271 yards 
and two touchdowns.

He also started at Wis-
consin and against Indiana, 
combining for 697 yards 
and five touchdowns.

O’Connell won the 
starting job during the 
COVID-shortened 2020 
season but only played 
three games due to injury. 
But those three games 
were a sign of things to 
come in 2021 as O’Con-
nell was 88 of 136 passing 
for 916 yards and seven 

touchdowns.
In a replay of the 

Blough-Sindelar quar-
terback duel, O’Connell 
was beaten out by Jack 
Plummer to start the 2021 
season. O’Connell did not 
play in the season-opening 
victory against Oregon 
State but threw two touch-
down passes in the 49-0 
victory at Connecticut in 
relief of Plummer.

The turning point for 
O’Connell, and arguably 
Purdue’s season, came in 
Game 4 against Illinois 
when he relieved an inef-
fective Plummer. Throw-
ing for 89 yards during a 
94-yard drive, O’Connell 
helped Purdue avoid an 
embarrassing home loss by 
throwing the game-win-
ning touchdown pass to 
T.J. Sheffield with 5:14 
remaining.

That effort established 
O’Connell as the starter 
and in no small way was 
responsible for Purdue 
going 6-3 the rest of the 
way with notable victories 
at No. 2 Iowa and against 
No. 3 Michigan State.

O’Connell’s 534-yard, 
four touchdown effort 
against Tennessee in the 
Music City Bowl capped a 
season that saw the fifth-
year senior complete a 
school record 71.6 percent 
of his passes for 3,712 
yards, 28 touchdowns and 
11 interceptions.

With his decision to 
accept a sixth year of 
eligibility, O’Connell has 
a chance to move into 
Purdue’s all-time top five 
for passing yards and 
touchdown passes. He’s 
currently eighth in passing 
yards (5,729) and tied with 
Jim Everett for seventh in 
TD passes (43).

If the Big Ten can be 
comprised of 14 schools, 

why can’t Purdue’s Cradle 
of Quarterbacks expand to 
14 as well?

In chronological order, 
here’s the current roster 
of Purdue’s Cradle of 
Quarterbacks:

• Bob DeMoss (1945-
48)

• Dale Samuels (1950-
52)

• Len Dawson (1954-
56)

• Bob Griese (1964-66)
• Mike Phipps (1967-

69)
• Gary Danielson 

(1970-72)
• Mark Herrmann 

(1977-80)
• Scott Campbell 

(1980-83)
• Jim Everett (1981-

85)
• Drew Brees (1997-

2000)
• Kyle Orton (2001-04)
• Curtis Painter (2005-

08)
Noteworthy
Staying on the subject 

of quarterbacks, O’Con-
nell is ranked the Big 
Ten’s No. 2 quarterback 
entering the 2022 season 
by Alex Hickey of Satur-
day Tradition.

It’s no surprise that 
No. 1 is Ohio State’s C.J. 
Stroud, the reigning first-
team All-Big Ten quarter-
back.

“O’Connell is … the 
Big Ten’s second-best 
quarterback by a com-
fortable margin,” Hickey 
writes. “… He looks 
ready for an excellent 
senior season. If he cuts 
down on the 11 intercep-
tions, the Boilermakers 
can compete for the Big 
Ten West title.”

Coming in at No. 7 is 
presumed Indiana starter 
Connor Bazelak, a trans-
fer from Missouri.

“The Missouri transfer 

brings much-needed credi-
bility to Indiana’s quarter-
back room after things un-
raveled in 2021,” Hickey 
writes. “Bazelak was fifth 
in the SEC with 231.6 
yards per game, though 
he did it at a very dink-
and-dunk rate of 6.8 yards 
per completion. Bazelak’s 
ratio of 16 touchdowns 
and 11 interceptions will 
need to improve in the Big 
Ten. …

The 2021 NFL season 
is still going on but for a 
couple of national media 
outlets, it’s not too early 
to look at the 2022 Draft.

The first mock draft by 
ESPN’s longtime analyst 
Mel Kiper Jr. predicts 
former Purdue standout 
George Karlaftis being 
chosen by Arizona with 
the 23rd selection.

“J.J. Watt is still signed 
for another season, but his 
injury history means that 
Arizona needs to think 
about a replacement,” 
Kiper writes. “That’s 
Karlaftis, a powerful 
275-pound end who might 
be better in a 3-4 defense. 
He had only 4.5 sacks 
in 2021 but his pressure 
numbers were elite, even 
if he didn’t always get 
home to the quarterback. 
He’s really good against 
the run, too.”

The Athletic’s Dane 
Brugler has Karlaftis 
headed to Philadelphia 
with the 19th pick.

“The Eagles’ defensive 
end depth chart will likely 
look wildly different next 
season, and Karlaftis 
would be a welcomed 
addition,” Brugler writes. 
“The Purdue pass rusher 
doesn’t have elite length 
or twitch, but he is re-
lentless and strong with 
hand work that is not only 
violent but also well-timed 
and strategic to defeat 
blockers.

Unlike Kiper, Brugler 
extended his draft fore-
cast to the second round, 
where he has All-Ameri-
can wide receiver David 
Bell going to Atlanta with 
the 63rd pick.

Kenny Thompson is the 
former sports editor for the 
Lafayette Journal & Cou-
rier and an award-winning 
journalist. He has covered 
Purdue athletics for many 
years.

Purdue U: the cradle of quarterbacks, pride of  Indiana

KENNY THOMPSON
Columnist

Aidan O’Connell Photo courtesy of Purdue Athletics 
David Blough

Rep. Jim Baird introduced Preventing Auto Recycling 
Thefts bill to prevent catalytic converter thefts

Today, Rep. Jim Baird 
(IN-04) introduced the 
Preventing Auto Recy-
cling Thefts (PART) Act, 
which aims to reduce 
catalytic converter thefts 
by marking identifying 
information on catalytic 
converters, addressing 
how the parts are pur-
chased, and strengthening 
enforceability of catalytic 
converter theft for local 
law enforcement officers.

“In West Central Indi-
ana and across the coun-
try, catalytic converter 
theft has had a dramatic 
impact on vehicle and 
business owners, lead-
ing them to await costly 
repairs with few tools to 
prevent similar crimes 
in the future,” said 
Rep. Baird. “By closing 
long-exploited loopholes 
and strengthening law 
enforcement’s ability to 
locate stolen parts and 
enforce the law, we can 
create a safer environ-
ment for vehicle owners 
and put a stop to these 
crimes once and for all.”

“We are pleased to 
see Congress taking an 
active role in addressing 
this growing crime that 
impacts the lives and 
livelihoods of thousands 
of Americans across the 
country,” said David 
Glawe, President and 
CEO of the National 
Insurance Crime Bureau 
(NICB), the nation's 
leading not-for-profit 
organization exclusively 
dedicated to combatting 
and preventing insurance 
crime. “Car thefts and 
other auto crimes like 

catalytic converter thefts 
have risen dramatically 
over the past two years 
and are at record highs. 
Vehicle owners pay a 
high price when a thief 
targets their catalytic 
converter, often incurring 
lost income from missing 
work, needing to find and 
pay for alternate trans-
portation and then paying 
anywhere from $1,000 to 
$3,000 to get the vehi-
cle fixed. This bill is a 
critical step in helping 
bring relief to the people 
most directly impacted by 
these crimes.”

“The MCCA thanks 
Rep. Baird for intro-
ducing the PART Act,” 
said Major Cities Chiefs 
Associations Executive 
Director Laura Cooper. 
“Over the past few years, 
major cities across the 
country have reported an 
increase in catalytic con-
verter thefts. By updating 
federal law to account for 
this growing trend, the 
PART Act will create a 
powerful deterrent and 
help ensure those who 
buy and sell stolen cata-
lytic convertors are held 
accountable. In addition, 
the provisions related 
to marking catalytic 
converters with unique 
identification numbers 
will support law enforce-
ment's efforts to solve 
these crimes as efficiently 
as possible when they do 
occur.”

“We applaud Represen-
tative Baird and his staff 
on introducing this bill,” 
said Brett Scott, Vice 
President of Government 

Affairs for the National 
Independent Automobile 
Dealers Association.  
“Catalytic converter 
crime is at an all-time 
high and this legislation 
is a great step toward 
addressing this issue. At 
the end of the day, these 
thefts only hurt consum-
ers and their wallets.”

Background:
Catalytic converters are 

car parts used to reduce 
the potency of toxic emis-
sions from an internal 
combustion engine and 
is a component required 
in compliance with the 
Clean Air Act.  These 
parts are constructed 
using precious metals 
such as rhodium, plati-
num, and palladium, and, 
depending on the price 
point for these metals, 
can be sold to scrap 
dealers for hundreds of 
dollars. Replacement of 
these parts can be very 
costly for vehicle owners, 
with many replacements 
ranging from $500 to 
$2,300. In some cases, 
the cost of a catalytic 
converter theft may even 
be enough for a total loss 
to a vehicle.

The theft of catalytic 

converters has become 
increasingly prevalent 
in the past two years, 
plaguing vehicle owners, 
scrap yards, and law 
enforcement officials in 
communities across the 
United States. According 
to the National Insurance 
Crime Bureau, the num-
ber of reported catalytic 
converter thefts rose from 
3,389 in 2019 to 14,433 
in 2020 – an increase of 
over 325%. Faced with 
this sharp increase, law 
enforcement officers 
have limited tools to curb 
thefts as current policy 
leaves many advanta-
geous loopholes for crim-
inals to exploit. A lack of 
criminal code in regard 
to the trafficking of these 
stolen parts means that 
law enforcement must 
catch a criminal in the act 
of removing the part in 
order to prosecute a case.

The PART Act seeks to 
reduce catalytic converter 
thefts by allowing law en-
forcement officers to link 
stolen parts to the vehicle 
from which they originate 
by requiring new vehicles 
to have a VIN number 
stamped onto the con-
verter, creating a grant 
program through which 
entities can stamp VIN 
numbers onto catalytic 
converters of existing 
vehicles, improving 
record keeping standards 
for purchasers of used 
catalytic converters, and 
establishing enforceabili-
ty of laws around cata-
lytic converter theft by 
codifying these crimes as 
a criminal offense.

Jim Baird

Notice of Unsafe Building Order
35 Center Drive, Crawfordsville, Indiana

 Notice is hereby given that an Unsafe Building Order has been 
issued to Jenny Sarti for the property commonly known as 35 Center Drive, 
Crawfordsville, with the following legal description:

Lot Numbered Forty-Two (42) as the same is known and designated on 
the recorded plat of Fishero and Fishero’s Fourth Addition to the City of 
Crawfordsville, in Montgomery County, Indiana, as the same appears of 
record in Deed Record 162 Page 401 in the Recorder’s office of said County.

Parcel No. 54-10-08-111-114.000-030
 The Order may affect any person with a substantial interest in the 
property including but not limited to the following: Jenny Sarti
 The Order requires the property to be repaired or rehabilitated to bring it 
into compliance with standards for building condition or maintenance required 
for human habitation, occupancy; or that the building be demolished. The exact 
terms of the Order may be obtained from the Enforcement Authority. The action 
required to be accomplished must be completed within 30 days of receipt of 
notice of the Order.
 The Enforcement Authority has scheduled a hearing regarding the Order. 
The hearing’s purpose is to afford any person with a substantial property interest 
in the property the opportunity to qualify or appeal the terms of the Order, if 
so desired. By Ordinance, the hearing authority of the Order is the board of 
Public Works and Safety of the City of Crawfordsville (“Board of Works”). This 
hearing will be held before the Board of Works Wednesday, 2 February 2022, at 
10 o’clock a.m. at the city council chambers, second floor of the City Building, 
300 East Pike Street, Crawfordsville, Indiana. Any owner or other person with a 
substantial property interest in the property are entitled to appear at this hearing, 
with or without legal counsel, and to present evidence, cross-examination, 
witnesses, and present arguments at this hearing.
 If the Order is not complied with the enforcement authority may take one 
or more of the following actions against a property owner or the property, or both:

1. Assess a civil penalty of up to $5,000;
2. Assess cost of enforcement;
3. Perform the work required, including possibly demolition of the 

premises and, either itself or by the contractor, and assess the cost of 
that work to you, and if these costs are not paid, impose a lien or a 
county special assessment on the property.

4. File a lawsuit in court to enforce this order, which may result in a 
receiver being appointed for the property or forfeiture of the property, 
in addition to either civil and equitable judgments, and/or;

5. Take such other action and impose such other fines and costs as are 
allowed by law.

 This list is not exclusive: there are other possible actions that the 
Enforcement Authority and the City may by law take against the property owners 
or the property itself, or both. To learn more about what actions can be taken, 
please consult I.C. § 36-7-9 or an attorney of your own choosing at your own 
expense, or both.
 Enforcement Authority contact information:
Jeff Davenport, Building Inspector      Barry Lewis, Code Enforcement Officer 
City of Crawfordsville      City of Crawfordsville
300 E. Pike Street      300 E. Pike Street
Crawfordsville, IN  47933      Crawfordsville, IN  47933
Telephone:  765-364-5152      Telephone:  765-364-5160 Ext. 214

CITY OF CRAWFORDSVILLE - DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UNSAFE BUILDING ENFORCEMENT 

AUTHORITY
PL4246  1/14  1/21  2t  hspaxlp

LEGAL NOTICE 
    Reconstruction hearing attention all landowners

On the Claude Moody #583 Wednesday, January 26, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.
Montgomery County Drainage Board
Crawfordsville District Public Library
 Montgomery County Drainage Board

110 W. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville, IN 47933

Attention: Smith Randall E, Madden Jessica, 
Pickett Larry L & Beverly A Revocable Living Trust, Pickett Eric W.,

Leaming Hunter O., Sanders Dolly C, Laney Christine & Stevenson Judith, 
Davis Ricky L & Julie A H/W 

       PL4249  1/21  1t  hspaxlp

Public Notice
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Montgomery County Civitan Club names 
Mont. County Young Hero, Marshall Little

On Monday, January 17, 
Marshall Little, a fresh-
man at Southmont High 
School, was presented 
the Montgomery County 
Young Hero Award for the 
Fall of 2021 by the Mont-
gomery County Civitan 
Club at a special luncheon.  
This award recognizes 
Montgomery County 
students for outstanding 
community service. 

On May 15, 2021, 
Marshall celebrated Armed 
Forces Day with a project 
to add a loft and shelving 
in the Blue Star Mothers 
storage shed.  In addition, 
he assisted the Blue Star 
Mothers with a packing 
party for 50 Freedom 
Boxes to be sent to mili-
tary personnel.  Marshall 
worked out the plans to 
collect items for the boxes 
and performed fundraising 
needed for shipping and 
building supplies for the 
project.   He received sup-
port from HHSB, Nucor, 
and Home Depot as well 
as other sources in the 

community for the project.
Other activities he has 

been involved with in the 
community are volunteer-
ing for Special Olympics, 
as well as volunteering at 
the Montgomery Coun-
ty Civitan Club Harvest 
Hoedown 2019 and Fall 
Special Needs Corn Maze 
Party 2020, and volunteer-
ing with Civitans at the 

Area 4 Special Olympic 
Games at North Montgom-
ery High School. 

Congratulations to 
Marshall Little, Mont-
gomery County Young 
Hero Fall 2021.  The 
Montgomery County Ci-
vitan Club will be making 
a monetary donation to 
the charity of his choice 
in his name.

Photo courtesy of The Montgomery County Citivan Club  
Brent Brinkley, Immediate Past President presenting 
the Montgomery County Young Hero Award to Mar-
shall Little

1721 Lebanon Road
Crawfordville

765-362-5878

Davis Morrison Realty 
is here to help with 

ALL of your real estate needs

Thinking of making a
in the 

New Year?move
JAN. 21-30

INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS  
& EVENT CENTER

DISCOVER. PLAN. DO.

VALID ON REGULAR ADULT ADMISSION ONLY.

10 DAYS ONLY!
Shop, compare and save with hundreds of experts in kitchen & bath,  

landscaping, flooring and more!

Discover the latest trends in new home design 
when you tour the Centerpiece Home, proudly 
built by Fischer Homes.

Reno and design expert of Two Chicks 
and a Hammer, Mina Starsiak Hawk 
returns to the Home Show on Jan. 28  
& 29 with tales from season 6 of 
HGTV’s Good Bones.

DISCOUNT  
COURTESY OF:

buy online & SAVE $2
PROMO CODE: SAVE

IndianapolisHomeShow.com

DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED 
WITH LUNG CAN-

CER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash 

award. NO Obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us 
help you!! Call 24/7, 

844-284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

Directv Stream - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

Classifieds
765-361-0100 ext. 15 l class@thepaper24-7.com

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

International Holocaust Remembrance Day
Want TO GO?
WHEN: Thursday, January 
27, 2022
10 AM (EST)
WHERE: CANDLES 
Holocaust Museum & 
Education Center (in-
person event)
3901 S. 3rd. St.
Terre Haute, IN
*Program will also be 
broadcast Facebook Live
WHAT: EVA EDUCATION 
DAY (As proclaimed by 
Gov. Eric Holcomb – not in 
attendance)

There will be a candle 
lighting ceremony by 
members of Terre Haute 
South’s S.T.A.N.D. club. 
This club is a student 
led movement to end 
mass atrocities such as 
genocide. The sponsor 
is teacher Mrs. Peggy 
Grabowski. Alex Kor, 
2nd Generation Survivor, 
will speak of his moth-
er’s impact on Holocaust 
Education in Indiana and 
her legacy.

“On International Holo-
caust Remembrance Day 
and Eva Education Day 

for the state of Indiana, 
we remember and honor 
the memory of the six 
million Jews who were 
murdered by the Nazis 
and their collaborators. As 
we witness a rise in global 
antisemitism and intoler-
ance, it is more important 
than ever to listen to or 
read the stories of Holo-
caust survivors, like our 
museums founder, Eva 
Kor, and reflect on their 
experiences, and retell 
their stories,” said Troy 
Fears, executive director 
of the museum.

Co-Alliance Cooperative to offer $30,000 in 
scholarships though Scholarship Program

Continuing our fourteen 
years of tradition, Co-Alli-
ance Cooperative will open 
the CoAlliance Scholarship 
program to the class of 
2022 offering thirty $1000 
scholarships to graduating 
high school seniors plan-
ning to pursue an agricul-
tural degree in college.

“A key part of the 
Co-Alliance mission is 
giving back to our commu-
nities,” said Kevin Still, 
Co-Alliance Cooperative, 
CEO. “The Co-Alliance 
Scholarship program allows 
us to reward a wide range 

of outstanding students in 
our trade territory. Over 
the past decade we’ve had 
the privilege of helping 
many deserving young peo-
ple continue their education 
as well as supporting the 
future of the ag industry.”

Applicants will be decid-
ed on several factors such 
as academic performance, 

leadership experience, 
involvement in agricul-
ture in their local com-
munity, volunteerism and 
extra curriculars, and a 
short statement regarding 
their future career in the 
agricultural field.

Applicants must be the 
child or grandchild of a 
member of Co-Alliance 
Cooperative. More in-
formation, as well as the 
application packet, can be 
found on the Co-Alliance 
website. The application 
deadline is March 1, 
2022.
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NEW DEALS

Alice’s 
Restaurant

125 W. Market St.
Crawfordsville

765-307-2209

Mention this ad for a 
FREE cup of coffee

Offer expires 1/31/22
765-362-1900
808 Lafayette Rd 
Crawfordsville

765-362-8860
126 N Green Street

Crawfordsville

countryheartsflwrs.com

Order early for 
your Valentine

Mention this ad 
and get 10% off

800 Kentucky Street
Crawfordsville

765-362-4108

coxandpritchett
plumbing.com

Veteran Owned 
& Operated

COX & PRITCHETT
PLUMBING INC

Heating & Air Conditioning

Crawfordsville 
Country Club

Help Wanted
Apply in person 

from 11-8 
Wed-Sat

See Michelle

765-362-2809
3272 Country Club Rd. 

Sewing Machines as 
low as $199

Close out on 
Necchi Sewing Machines 

while they last

1774 S US Hwy 231,   Suite 1
Crawfordsville, IN  47933  

765.401.4633

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday
10 AM - 5 PM

Crawfordsville
Sew & Vac

DUTCHER 
TRENCHING INC.

765-362-3308
IOWPA Certified and Licensed for the state of Indiana

We provide our customers 
excellent service 

while giving 
exceptional customer service

Sewer/Septic Install & Cleaning • Grease Trap Cleanout
Risers • Lift Pumps • Rooster & High Pressure Jetting Service
IOWPA Septic Inspections • Camera Service • Locator Service

Terresa 
Hatke

100 Walter Remley Drive
Crawfordsville

Are you taking advantage of 
your offered discounts?

Give us a call:

765-376-5359
You might be surprised

AUSTIN EARL

765-362-3624
100 Walter Remley Drive

Crawfordsville

Four-T’s 
Heating 

And Cooling
765-249-2778

107 N Grant Ave.
Crawfordsville
765-362-0440

www.huntandson.com

JAROCHO
Mini Market

128 N. Green St.
Crawfordsville
765-365-5005

Hours: 9 AM - 8 PM
7 Days a Week

765-362-3840
200 W Market St.

Crawfordsville

$20 Rebate on 
NAPA Legend Battery

In business for 
30 years!

Hours M-F 8AM-5PM
(765) 362-9338

www.autorepairandservicecrawfordsville.com

2924 N. SR 47 • Crawfordsville

NATHAN’S 
REPAIR

Take 20% OFF
if you come see me for 
your automotive needs

(January 16th - 30th)

Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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2016 Stewardship .................. A6
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Economic Development 
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ly, which is the highest annual 
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BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$10 OFF$10 OFF
ANY BATTERY INSTALLATION 

REGULAR PRICE 
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/31/22

FEATURING 
DIEHARD BATTERIES

RUFFCUTS

Canine Salon
765-361-9995
203 Hamilton St. 

Crawfordsville

Sanders Priebe
FUNERAL CARE

765-362-6849
315 S Washington St.

Crawfordsville

2303 Indianapolis Road
Crawfordsville

765-361-1242

TACTICAL WEAPONS
 & SUPPLY

Find us on Facebook

11 Years in 
Business

For all your 
coyote hunting & 
night vision needs

Gun stocks are better 
than pre-Covid!

NEW DEALS

ZAHN’S
FLOOR COVERING

310 N. GREEN STREET
CRAWFORDSVILLE

765-364-0517

We have waterproof 
flooring!

New Year

 Visit your favorite local retailers to take advantage of their offers!

1717 Lebanon Rd
Crawfordsville

765-362-2727

We have a $98 
balayage special

(Glaze not inlcuded)
Expires 1/31/22
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how they can have a voice 
in the political process.

The 2022 trip marks the 
Youth Tour's return fol-
lowing a two-year absence 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. High-risk individu-
als or students with pre-ex-
isting medical conditions 
are encouraged to contact 
Youth Tour Director Ann 
Mears at amears@indi-
anaec.org before submit-
ting an application.

Students participating 

in the trip will visit the 
Gettysburg Battlefield, Ar-
lington National Cemetery, 
and the Smithsonian mu-
seums; tour the Jefferson, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Memorials, take a night 
cruise on the Potomac 
River, and much more.

Indiana will send a 
delegation of students from 
throughout the state. The 
students travel to Washing-
ton D.C. and convene with 

other students from up to 
46 states.

Indiana Youth Tour stu-
dents will also participate 
in a youth rally hosted by 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 
and spend a day on Capitol 
Hill, where they will have 
an opportunity to meet 
with Indiana’s congres-
sional delegation to ask 
questions and share their 
thoughts on a variety of 
timely issues.

is available from Febru-
ary 7 – April 8, 2022. 
In-person appointments 
are required and can be 
scheduled by visiting 
www.uwmontgomery.
org or by calling our 
appointment line at 765-
421-6163.

Volunteers are vital 
to maximize the num-
ber of clients that can 
be served. No tax or 
accounting experience 
required. If you are inter-

ested in assisting with the 
United Way in Mont-
gomery County VITA 
site, please contact Gina 
Haile at 765-362-5484 or 
gina@uwmontgomery.
org.

About United Way in 
Montgomery County

United Way in Mont-
gomery County is built 
on the 50-year legacy 
of Montgomery Unit-
ed Fund for You. As 
we adopt the Cradle to 

Career commitment, 
we strive to continually 
improve the quality of 
life for the citizens of 
our county. We provide 
collaborative leadership 
to engage in conversation 
and develop long-lasting 
solutions that promote 
human dignity, self-suf-
ficiency, and individual 
character. Our focus is 
impact!

distraught and crying, 
pleading for help, "I told 
my husband I was going 
to divorce him. We got in 
a big argument. He took 
a bottle of whiskey and 
a shotgun and left in his 
truck...He said he was go-
ing to kill himself!" I knew 
her husband. I had been his 
teacher in middle school. 
He had been a nice and 
mild-mannered boy. She 
then stated, "He may have 
driven to a pond where 
he goes fishing at times...
please help me!"

I accompanied the lady 
back to her house and told 
her to grab the kids and 
go somewhere safe where 
her husband could not 
find them...just in case he 
might double back. She 
told me where the pond 
was located...down a long 
lane off of State Road 47. 
I radioed the dispatcher 
about the situation, and 
requested assistance as I 
drove down the lane to 
the fishing pond. There 
was the pickup. I could 
see her husband sitting 
behind the steering wheel 

as I parked my patrol car 
some distance away. When 
I walked slowly up to the 
passenger side of the truck, 
what I saw next gave me 
a little bit of a shock. The 
man was facing forward. 
He had a bottle of Jack 
Daniels and a 12ga shotgun 
between his legs. He had 
placed the muzzle of the 
shotgun in his mouth. The 
hammer was cocked, and 
his thumb was on the trig-
ger. I knew that only slight 
pressure on the trigger 
would fire it off. At that 
moment I recalled a similar 
situation that the city police 
had been involved in a few 
years earlier. In that in-
stance, the man had pulled 
the trigger. Now...what 
am I going to do?

Four county officers and 
the Sheriff soon showed 
up, and I radioed for them 
to stay back. I spoke to 
the man by name and told 
him who I was. He turned 
toward me, removed the 
muzzle from his mouth, 
and placed it under his 
chin, "Stay away, Mr. 
Dale, my wife is leaving 

me and taking our kids. 
I'm gonna kill myself. 
I'm just gettin' up the 
courage." I replied, "No, 
you're not. I am getting 
inside the truck with you. 
We are going to talk about 
this." He looked at me 
with glazed bloodshot 
eyes, "You can sit in here, 
but put your gun on the 
hood of my truck." I said 
a silent prayer, touched 
the cross on the necklace 
under my uniform shirt, 
and placed my Smith and 
Wesson .357 revolver on 
the hood. I lit up a Marl-
boro Light as I opened the 

passenger side door and sat 
down beside him.

For the next half hour, 
I pleaded with this former 
student of mine, trying to 
convince him not to end 
his life...that he had many 
reasons to live. As he kept 
the muzzle under his chin 
and took swigs from the 
whiskey bottle, I talked 
and smoked and talked 
and smoked...lighting the 
next cigarette with the one 
before. Another half hour 
passed, and it grew dark 
outside. I could see that 
he was starting to mumble 
his words, and was getting 
more intoxicated. A couple 
of times I thought about 
grabbing the shotgun, but 
it was too risky. Then his 
thumb slipped from the 
trigger, he leaned sideways 
towards me...and vomited 
all over my pants. When 
he then swayed back in 
the opposite direction and 
grabbed the door handle, 
I snatched the shotgun, 
lowered the hammer, and 
threw it out the window...
as he opened his door and 
fell to the ground...passed 

out.
I took a deep breath. 

It was over. An ambu-
lance had arrived and was 
waiting nearby. The EMTs 
loaded the fellow up and 
carted him off to Culver 
Hospital to be treated for 
alcohol poisoning. I fol-
lowed the ambulance, wait-
ed outside, and reached for 
a cigarette. I had none. I 
had smoked an entire pack 
inside that pickup. As I 
sat there, it dawned on 
me what I had just gone 
through. I was thankful 
that everything had turned 
out OK. I truly believe that 
God had been watching 
out over the both of us that 
summer evening.

My former student 
survived. His wife did 
divorce him, but he was 
granted joint custody of his 
kids, and he went on with 
his life. His parents wrote 
me a letter thanking me for 
what I had done, but I nev-
er saw him or heard from 
him again. Sadly, a few 
years after I left the Sher-
iff's Department, he died 
in a motorcycle accident. 

Did a similar situation ever 
occur again when I was 
a police officer? Yes...
two more times I sat next 
to men who had guns to 
their heads...and each time 
it took over an hour to 
talk them out of it. And in 
both instances I smoked an 
entire pack of cigarettes...
and each time God saved 
me and those men. When 
I left the Sheriff's Depart-
ment twenty-four years 
ago, my stress level went 
back to that of a normal 
human being. I wanted to 
live a long life...I gave up 
cigarettes for good. And 
today, each night when I 
go to bed, I thank God for 
watching over me and my 
family. Folks, for the most 
part, you control your life 
and what happens, but 
sometimes you need a little 
help from above.

John “Butch” Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been the 
librarian at Darlington the 
past 32 years, and is a well-
known artist and author of 
local history.
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