
James Wilson Marshall passed 
away around this date in 1885. 
James was well known for sparking 
the California gold rush in 1848, a 
few years after he moved there from 
right here in Crawfordsville!

For Your Information
The Indiana Department of Transportation announces restrictions 
on U.S. 231 starting on or after Monday for the inspection and 
repair of an underground gas pipeline near Crawfordsville. The 
southbound lane of U.S. 231, between Co. Rd. 400 N. and the 
I-74 interchange will be restricted to allow crews to work safe-
ly. Traffic will be directed via a temporary signal and concrete 
barriers. The project is expected to be completed by the end of 
August, weather permitting. INDOT reminds motorists to slow 
down, use caution and consider worker safety when driving 
through a work zone.
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"I can't believe that God put us 
on this earth to be ordinary."

Lou Holtz
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Romans 8:28 And we know 
that all things work togeth-

er for good to them that 
love God, to them who are 
the called according to his 

purpose.

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Teach your kids to eat healthier 
by having them help pack their 

school lunch. Not packing a lunch? 
Many schools keep track of what 

kids are picking out in the lunch line 
– ask to review it.=Today’s health tip 
was brought to you by Dr. John Rob-

erts. Be sure to catch his column 
each week in The Paper and online 

at www.thepaper24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1The Linden Depot Museum 
staff is busy preparing for 
the second annual Midwest 

Railroad Fair to be held Saturday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. They are striving 
to make this event an outstand-
ing success with lots of activities 
for adults and children of all 
ages. There will be a number of 
railroad and historical exhibits 
showcasing all aspects of the 
railroad industry. There will be 
food and entertainment and an 
opportunity for all to see the 
1837 steam engine replica make 
its inaugural trip as it did in April 
1837 from Baltimore City to 
Washington Town. The admission 
price of $6 for adults and $1 
each for children includes the 
fair and all museum attractions. 
They have a fabulous model 
railroad exhibit inside the muse-
um. They are looking forward to 
a large turn out and hope you 
are able to be a part of it. The 
museum is located at 520 N. 
Main Street, Linden. Questions 
call (765) 427-3630.

2Multiple programs will 
be offered at the Natural 
Resources Building during 

the Indiana State Fair. Cikana 
Fish Hatchery staff caring daily 
for the live fish that arrive on 
Aug. 10 and will be on display for 
the rest of the fair. Each day at 
1 – 2 p.m. after the fish arrive, a 
hatchery biologist will roam the 
floor to answer questions about 
our hatchery programs or any 
fish you see around the building. 
We hope to see you there!

3Each year the Westminster 
Kennel Club Dog Show, 
America’s oldest dog show, 

celebrates the world’s “most 
perfect dogs,” says the Associa-
tion of Mature American Citizens 
[AMAC].  But, what about the 
not-so-perfect hounds? They get 
their chance for international 
attention at the World's Ugliest 
Dog Contest in Petaluma, CA.-- 
an annual event that dates back 
to the 1970s. Mr. Happy Face, 
a Chinese crested-chihuahua 

 OBITUARIES
See Page A2 For Obituaries

 TODAY’S JOKE
It’s true that money talks. Mine tells 
me goodbye all the time.

Taylor Wooden and Coston Brown 
were all smiles when happened 
on by one of The Paper’s roving 
photographers. Thanks for the good 
cheer folks!

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 6:53 a.m.
SET: 8:52 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 82 °F
Low: 72 °F

Today is......
• Book Lovers Day
• National Veep Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1854 Henry David 
Thoreau publishes Walden

• 1945 Atomic Bomb 
dropped on Japanese city 

of Nagasaki
• 1930 Betty Boop makes 

her debut

Births On This Day
• 1947 Roy Hodgson

English football manager
• 1963 Whitney Houston
American singer, actress, 

producer, model

Deaths On This Day
• 1962 Hermann Hesse
German writer, Nobel 

Prize laureate
• 1995 Jerry Garcia

American singer-songwrit-
er, guitarist

Sign-Ups Started For United 
Way Golf Outing In September

It won’t be long before the 
summer draws to a close and 
some of the great fall events 
get rolling.

One such event is the annual 
golf scramble for the Mont-
gomery County United Way. 
From back in the days when it 
was a United Fund to its new 
identity with the United Way, 
the golf outing has brought 
businesses and individuals 
alike out to the golf course.

This year will be no excep-
tion. The event is scheduled 
for Sept. 9 at Rocky Ridge 
Golf Club. It kicks off with 
breakfast at 8 a.m. and a 
shotgun start at 9. As play 
wraps up, the campaign kick-
off luncheon will take place at 
noon.

There is plenty of room still 
for golfers to sign up, as well 
as sponsors. York Automotive 
is the title sponsor. How-
ever, there is still room for 
two Kick-off sponsors, six 
hospitality sponsors, contest 
sponsor and hole sponsors. 
Contact United Way’s Mont-
gomery County Director Gina 
Haile 362-5484 or chair Mi-

chele Hunley at 505-8132.
Golfers get green fees and 

cart, a continental breakfast, 
lunch, and opportunities to 
compete in several contests. 
Individual golfers are $100 
and of course there are oppor-
tunities to purchase mulligans. 
Registration can be done on 
line at www.uwmontgomery.
org or by contacting Haile.

Butch Cannot Live Without His Coffee!

Employee Of The Nanosecond
With inflation and the reces-

sion...(YES, WE ARE IN A 

RECESSION despite what Ol' 
Joe says), my wife and I have 
been trying to cut back on a 
few items at the grocery that 
we normally would purchase...
doughnuts, various snacks, 
candy, select cuts of meats, dog 
treats, etc...all of these consid-
ered "extras." I would guess 
that many of you are doing 
the same. Saving that extra 
$20 will buy four gallons of 
Biden gas for the weekly work 
commute.

We take our time and shop 
wisely, but we usually buy the 
same food each week. Yes, we 
are stuck in a rut of what we 
like to eat, and basically rotate 

eight or nine meals. I don't like 
change.

We may skip some items, but 
there is one item that I do not 
skimp on...COFFEE! I abso-
lutely cannot get through one 
day without it...Folgers 100% 
Columbian from the Arabica 
beans. A carton of 24 K-cups 
has increased from $12.98 to 
$14.98. I don't care how much 
it costs, I will still buy it! The 
first thing I do when I awake 
and get dressed is stagger out 
to the Keurig and hit the ON 
button. While it is warming 
up and bubbling and hissing, I 

BUTCH DALE
Columnist

See BUTCH Page A7

Brian called the other day. 
My friend wanted to let me 
know that, after two years of 

retirement, he was going back 
into the workforce. It didn’t 
surprise me completely, be-
cause I was just as shocked two 
years ago when Brian decided 
to retire early.

At 57, I thought he had sev-
eral more years of productive 
work life ahead of him. But his 
job had become boring, and his 
boss was a jerk, and –– well, 
you know. There just comes 
a time. Brian didn’t need to 
work, and he sure didn’t need 
the stress.

What really surprised me the 
most about his recent announce-
ment is where Brian decided 
to return to work. Brian is 
working retail. To top it off, 
he’s working for one of those 

“everything for a dollar and a 
quarter” discount stores near 
his home.

“You’ve got to be nuts!” I 
said to the man whose most re-
cent employment brought him a 
six-figure engineer’s salary, and 
who once owned an eight-figure 
construction business in the 
early 2000s. “Those are some 
of the most put-upon, least re-
spected, most under-appreciated 
employees on the planet. What 
makes you want to join them?”

“It’s fun,” he said.
“Fun?” I said. “What makes 

long hours on your feet, surly 
customers and low pay fun?

“I just make it fun,” he said.

JOHN O. MARLOWE
With the Grain

See JOHN Page A7
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Butch Buys 
Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL
I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

 OBITUARIES
Carl Ray Seale 

Oct. 16, 1935 - Aug. 4, 2022
Carl Ray Seale passed away on 

Aug. 4, 2022 at Wellbrooke in 
Crawfordsville following a brief 
illness.

He was born on Oct. 16, 1935 in 
Big Stone Gap, Virginia to Carl and 
Mary Osborne Seale.  He was their 
only child.  

He married Patricia Kidwell in the 
First Christian Church in Sullivan, 
Ill. on Aug. 15, 1965.  They had three children, Car-
la Lynne, who was a full-term stillbirth, Kevin Lee 
and Michael David.

In high school he played trombone in the band.  In 
his Senior year, he played first trombone in the Vir-
ginia All-State Band.

After high school graduation, he went to the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, where he majored in Chemistry.  
After graduating from Kentucky, he entered the semi-
nary at Wheaton College, where he earned his Master 
of Divinity.  He later earned a Master’s degree in 
chemistry from Purdue University.

While he was at the University of Kentucky, he and 
eleven friends bought a small airplane- an Aeronca 
Champ, and took flying lessons.  He pursued an 
aviation interest up to becoming a multi-engine and 
instrument instructor.  He helped start the Montgom-
ery County Civil Air Patrol and was an Indiana Civil 
Air Patrol check pilot.

After receiving his Master of Divinity degree, 
he was invited to join the faculty of the chemistry 
department as a full-time instructor.  While teach-
ing at Wheaton, he felt very strongly that one of 
his gifts was teaching young people, so he and Pat 
moved to Crawfordsville in August, 1966 for him to 
teach chemistry at Crawfordsville High School.  He 
continued to teach at Crawfordsville H.S. until the 
fall of 1971 when he accepted a position as a Chem-
istry teacher and Science Department chairman at 
the new North Montgomery High School, where he 
retired in 2001.  In the fall of 1992, he was selected 
by the Indiana Department of Education to be one of 
six teachers to receive the Milken National Educator 
Award in the Spring of 1993.  This was the first year 
for Indiana to be part of this program.

He was an active member of First Baptist Church; 
he served on the Board of Deacons, the Board of 
Christian Education, and the Board of Trustees.  He 
taught the high school class for several years.  He 
was a member of the Open Door Class and Keenag-
ers.

In planning his retirement, he built a woodworking 
shop to accommodate his interests.  When time per-
mitted, he enjoyed doing woodworking projects.  He 
also enjoyed gardening, especially when the weather 
cooperated.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his daugh-
ter, Carla Lynne; six brothers-in-law; four sisters-in-
law; several nieces; and a nephew.

Survivors include his wife; his son, Kevin of 
Crawfordsville and his son, Mike (Cecilia) of Colum-
bia, Ky; three sisters-in-law; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Visitation will be 4 - 6 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 7 and a 
memorial service will be held at 10 a.m. on Monday, 
Aug. 8 with burial to follow at Oak Hill Cemetery 
North.  All services will be at Burkhart Funeral 
Home, 201 West Wabash Avenue, Crawfordsville.  
Pastors Brian Holt and Isaac Zull will conduct the 
service.

Memorials may be sent to the Open Door Class 
at First Baptist Church, 1905 Lebanon Road, Craw-
fordsville, IN 47933.

Donald Eugene Tuel 
Feb. 8, 1959 – Aug. 4, 2022

Donald (Don, Donnie) Eugene 
Tuel 63 of Crawfordville Indiana 
passed away in his sleep Thursday 
Aug. 4, 2022. 

He was born Feb. 8, 1959 in 
Sullivan Ind., to Barbrah Husky and 
Kermit Tuel. 

He graduated from Jo Burns 
High School in Cedar Hill, Tenn. 
He became an Indiana State Certi-
fied Paramedic in 1988 in Columbus, Ind. He was a 
Paramedic Instructor in Sullivan, Ind. and the Craw-
fordsville area. He was employed by Star Ambulance 
Service for 22 years. He was known to many in the 
Crawfordsville and surrounding area EMS, fire, and 
police community and will be missed by many in 
his family of first responders. He was known for his 
quick wit and sense of humor. 

Survivors include his children, Amanda (Jamie) 
Brown and Arron (Loriann) Tuel; five grandchil-
dren, Tristan Brown, Aidan Melton, Bentley Tuel, 
Kolton Tuel and Aubriella Tuel; his father, Kermit 
Tuel; brothers, Ronald Tuel and Rodney Tuel; and 
sisters, Tanya Tuel and Tammie McKinney. He was 
a beloved uncle to may nieces and nephews and great 
nieces and nephews. He also leaves behind his pup 
Tayla.

He is preceded in death by his mother, Barbrah 
Tuel. 

Services will be held at New Hope Christian 
Church, 2746 US-231, Crawfordsville IN. Visitation 
will be held on Aug. 11 from 11 a.m. - two p.m with 
a service to follow. 

Memorial donation in his honor can be made to the 
American Lung Association or the American Heart 
Association.

Janet M. Goff Shoaf 
Nov. 9, 1949 - Aug. 6, 2022

Janet M. Goff Shoaf age 72 of 
Wingate, passed away at 10:38 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022 in Francis-
can Health East, Lafayette. She had 
been in failing health since June. 

She was born in Crawfordsville, 
Nov. 9, 1949, daughter of the late 
Paul Ray and Lois Marie Miles 
Goff. She was formerly married to 
Onia Lee Shoaf with who she had 
two daughters.

She was a 1967 graduate of Coal Creek Central 
High School, where she was a first chair flutist, and 
active in 4-H. Her first job following graduation 
was with JC Penny in Crawfordsville. She later was 
employed by RR Donnelley & Son in shipping, Tip-
mont REMC , Home Depot and Quilters Harvest in 
Shadeland. She was a former member of Sugar Creek 
Quilters Guild and a member of Pleasant Hill United 
Church of Christ in Wingate, where she served as 
financial secretary.

She was a meticulous seamstress and quilter, 
often taking on mending and alterations for fami-
ly and friends. When her daughters were little she 
sewed many of their outfits and clothing. She made 
quilts for children’s hospitals, knitted many hats for 
Christmas gifts and dish cloths too pretty to use. She 
enjoyed her dog Autumn, baking, quilting, knitting 
and traveling to Missouri to visit Christy and family. 
She enjoyed all animals but especially loved horses 
and dogs. In her spare time she enjoyed bingo, adult 
coloring books and euchre.

Survivors include two daughters; Christina Marie 
(Robert) LaFaver of Green City, MO and Laurie Lee 
Bane of Waynetown; three siblings, Dan (Martha) 
Goff of Crawfordsville, sister, Paula Goff of Battle-
ground and brother, Alan (Michelle) Goff of Craw-
fordsville; grandchildren, Stetson Hodgen, Daylen 
(Isaac) Fruits and Makenna Bane; step-grandchildren, 
Carrie (Luie) Sanchez, Marrisa (Zack) Western and 
Blythe LaFaver; step-great-grandchildren Kinsley, 
Kolby and Kip Western. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; and dear 
friend, Tammy Lockwood.

Visitation hours are 12 (noon) – 2 p.m. Wednes-
day, Aug. 10, 2022 with funeral services following at 
2 p.m., with her brother, Pastor Alan Goff officiating 
at Family and Friends Funeral Home of Wingate. 
Interment will follow in New Richmond Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions be made to the Montgomery 
County Animal Welfare League. 

Visit us online at www.familyandfriendsfh.com to 
sign the guest book or share a condolence.

Obituary deadline
The Paper publishes obituaries daily at 

www.thepaper24-7.com.
All obituaries must come from a funeral home.

A photo may be included and should be sent as a high-
resolution JPEG. 

Daily obituary deadline is 3 p.m. for the following 
day’s print publication.

To read more obituaries, visit www.thepaper24-7.com.

Wabash’s Community 
Friends Program 
Seeks New Members

The Wabash College 
fall semester begins on 
August 24 and close to 
25 international students 
will begin their freshman 
year along with the rest 
of the Class of 2026. It is 
a banner year for interna-
tional students, the most 
for several years.

Since 1986 the Wabash 
international students 
have been able to partic-
ipate in the Community 
Friends Host Program. 
Individuals or couples 
living in Montgomery 
County are matched with 
a Wabash international 
student. Together the 
hosts and the student 
decide what form the 
support will take. Inter-
action varies in frequen-
cy and type of activities. 
Some families help their 
student with transpor-
tation to local stores, 
invite them for a family 
meal or take them on an 
outing to notable sites in 
Indiana. Others decide 
the best is an invitation to 
Thanksgiving dinner.

The interaction is fun 
and enriching for both 
sides of the relationship. 
The international student 
learns more about Amer-
ican culture by partici-
pating in the lives of the 
host family, and the hosts 
learn more about the 

country and culture of 
the international student. 
These relationships often 
continue even after the 
student graduates.

Judy Schmidt, who 
founded the program 
in 1986, still receives a 
Mother’s Day telephone 
call from the first Chi-
nese student she hosted. 
Sheila Evans, former 
Wabash College nurse, 
has visited several of 
her former international 
students in their home 
countries.

Amy Weir, Director of 
International Programs 
at Wabash, is looking 
forward to connecting 
the international students 
with host families. She is 
hoping that previous host 
families will participate 
again this year but looks 
forward to new families 
joining the program.

The Community 
Friends Host Program is 
always looking for new 
volunteer families. If you 
would like to partici-
pate and be paired with 
a Wabash international 
student, contact Nancy 
Bennett, Co-coordinator 
with Sheila Evans of the 
Friends Program. She 
can be reached by email 
at bennettn71@gmail.
com or by telephone or 
text at 765 376 4833.

Photo courtesy of CDPL

4,000 Books Read
Reid Maxwell, age 6, 

has completed the Craw-
fordsville District Public 
Library program "1000 
Books Before Kinder-
garten" for the fourth 
time. Reid, along with 
his parents, Sam and 
Heather Maxwell, have 
read 4,000 books. Reid's 
favorite book is How 
Do Dinosaurs Play with 

Friends? by Jane Yolen 
and Mark Teague. Mom 
said, "Reid has enjoyed 
time at the library and 
all the programs since 
he has been a baby! We 
appreciate all the fun 
programs, prizes, and 
crafts the library has! He 
was so excited when he 
got his library card this 
summer!"

ThePaper24-7.com

 Meeting Notes
Crawfordsville 
District Public 

Library
Board of Trustees 

Meeting Notice and 
Agenda

Aug. 11, 2022, at 4 
p.m.

Donnelley Room
Executive Session – 

3:45 p.m. – to review 
personnel matters noted 
under:

IC 5-14-1.5-6.1
(6) With respect to any 

individual over whom 
the governing body has 
jurisdiction

(B) To discuss, before 
a determination, the 
individual's status as an 
employee

• Call to order

• Public Comments
• Minutes – action
• Claims – action
• Reports: Main Street, 

Park Board
• Old Business
• Director’s Report
• Financial Reports
• New Business
o 2023 Budget Propos-

al – action
o 2022 Salary Ordi-

nance Update – action
• Adjournment
Upcoming board meet-

ings
Sept. 8, 2022 – 4 p.m. 

(2023 budget public hear-
ing and board meeting)

Oct. 13, 2022 – 4 p.m. 
(2023 budget adoption 
and board meeting)

Nov. 10, 2022 – 4 
p.m.

Dec. 8, 2022 – 4 p.m.

 Meeting Notes

Montgomery 
County 
Drainage 

Board Agenda
Aug. 10, 2022 at 9:30 

a.m.
Montgomery County 

Government Center, 
Community Meeting 
Room

1580 Constitution 
Row, Crawfordsville, 
Ind.

I. Call To Order
Ii. Pledge Of Alle-

giance & Prayer
Iii. Approval Of Min-

utes
July 6 – Special Meet-

ing
Iv. Petitions
V. Old Business
Joel Tobin #576 – Re-

construction
O Contract Change 

Orders
O Approval Of Final 

Payment To Contractor
Vi. Other Business
Drain Fund Transfer 

Requests
2022 Long Range Plan
Vii. New Business
Viii. Public Comment
Ix. Adjournment
Next Regular Meeting: 

Wednesday, September 
14, 2022, at 9:30 a.m.; 
Montgomery County 
Government Center

thepaper
find it here!
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The Commitment Of Rep. Walorski And Her Staff I Miss Guv Reeve
For a delegation that 

easily logs more than a 
million highway miles 
every year, Wednesday's 
news of the death of U.S. 
Rep. Jackie Walorski and 
staffers Zachery Potts 
and Emma Thomson was 
a staggering, drop-to-
your-knees moment of 
shock and then over-
whelming grief.

Lee Hamilton once 
told me it could take him 
five-hours to cross the 
old sprawling 9th CD. 
Highway and air trav-
el are a fact of life for 
members of Congress. A 
typical day in a district is 
a member scheduled with 
five, seven, eight events, 
meeting with farmers, 
mayors, business folks, 
with hundreds of miles 
logged, with grueling 
days sometimes stretch-
ing to 12 to 14 hours, 
from dawn 'til dusk.

Any congressional 
staffer of much tenure 
has stories about fly-
ing into a headwind as 
a turbulent cold front 
approaches, or dodging 
deer on a late night return 
to office. "You spend this 
time on the road work-
ing, telling stories and 
laughing - and the days 
can be long," said former 
Indiana Democratic 
chairman John Zody, a 
former staffer to U.S. 
Baron Hill. "These trips, 
the people you meet on 
them in our communities 
and the memories you 
make become a part of 
you and the work you 
do - and always stay with 
you."

It's a testament to 
staffers that the Walorski 
tragedy doesn't happen 
more often. That 27-year-
old Zach Potts, the St. 
Joseph County Republi-
can chair, and 28-year-
old Thomson who served 
as her Washington-based 
communications director, 
were killed just deepens 
this tragedy.

In the television age of 
Indiana politics, we've 
had U.S. Rep. Adam 
Benjamin die of a heart 
attack, U.S. Rep. Julia 
Carson of cancer, and 
we've had a couple of 
near misses, including 
Sen. Birch Bayh surviv-
ing a plane crash that 
severely injured U.S. 
Sen. Ted Kennedy. But 
for the tens of millions of 
flown and driven miles, 
Jackie Walorski's death 
was rare for Indiana's 
congressional class.

In Jackie Walorski, we 
witnessed through her 
General Assembly and 
then congressional career 
a fabulous person with a 
huge, servant's heart. At 
a moment when brittle 
partisanship permeates 
Washington, Walorski’s 
death shook the capital 
and drew an outpouring 
of grief from leaders of 
both parties.

“We may have repre-
sented different parties 
and disagreed on many 
issues, but she was 
respected by members 
of both parties for her 
work on the House Ways 
and Means Committee 
on which she served,” 
President Biden said in 
a statement. “She also 
served as co-chair of the 
House Hunger Caucus, 
and my team and I ap-
preciated her partnership 
as we plan for a historic 
White House Conference 
on Hunger, Nutrition, 
and Health this fall that 
will be marked by her 

deep care for the needs of 
rural America.”

House Minority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy was 
shaken by Walorski’s 
death. “This news is 
absolutely devastating,” 
McCarthy wrote in a 
Tweet. “Jackie was a 
dear friend, trusted advi-
sor, and the embodiment 
of integrity who achieved 
the admiration and re-
spect of all her colleagues 
in the House. She always 
put other first.”

House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, who ordered the 
flags at the Capitol to be 
flown at half-mast in hon-
or of Walorski, was one 
of several mourners who 
noted her kindness. “She 
passionately brought the 
voices of her north In-
diana constituents to the 
Congress, and she was 
admired by colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle for 
her personal kindness.”

Walorski was the 
top-ranking Republican 
on the House Ways and 
Means Subcommittee 
on Worker and Family 
Support. She was in line 
to chair the subcommittee 
next year, if Republicans 
win the House in Novem-
ber’s election.

“Jackie brought a 
passion and love to 
her public service that 
I will always remem-
ber,” Ways and Means 
Chairman Richard Neal, 
D-Mass., said. “She put 
nervous witnesses at ease 
with her kindness, and 
never met a stranger. 
Her bright smile, boom-
ing laugh, but most of 
all, deep commitment to 
children and families will 
be forever missed on the 
Ways and Means Com-
mittee.”

First elected to Con-
gress in 2012, Walorski’s 
tenure in the House not 
only took her to a lead-
ership position on one of 
the highest-profile and 
most coveted committees 

in Congress – Ways and 
Means – and also to one 
of its most thankless out-
posts. She was ranking 
member of the House 
Ethics Committee, where 
she dealt with issues her 
colleagues gladly avoided 
but also built political 
capital for the way she 
handled the sensitive 
role.

Walorski’s effort 
to promote women in 
science, technology, 
engineer and mathematics 
brought her into contact 
recently with Indiana 
University President 
Pamela Whitten. Walor-
ski is co-chair of the 
congressional Women in 
STEM Caucus.

Walorski and Whitten 
met for the first time via 
a Zoom call last week, 
said Doug Wasitis, I.U. 
associate vice president 
for federal relations. 
“She was absolutely, 
clearly committed to 
advancing young girls 
and women in the STEM 
field,” Wasitis said. “We 
were very excited to 
watch her in that world.

"She got her district,” 
Wasitis said. “She knew 
what [her constituents] 
needed.”

Purdue President Mitch 
Daniels observed, “There 
could not be worse news. 
I’m heartsick at this trag-
edy. Jackie Walorski was 
a great public servant, a 
brave and constant ally 
for change during all my 
years in elected office, 
and a great representative 
of her district at both the 
state and national levels. 
I can’t say how much I’ll 
miss her.”

Mark Schoeff Jr., Wash-
ington correspondent for 
Howey Politics Indiana, 
contributed to this column. 
The columnist is publisher 
of Howey Politics Indiana 
at www.howeypolitics.com. 
Find Howey on Facebook 
and Twitter @hwypol.

BRIAN HOWEY
Howey Political Report

Looking around at 
all the yard signs and 
hearing politicians tell us 
on television what a lying 
crook their competition 
is, I have to admit I miss 
Guv Reeve.

Guv had a real first 
name, but I sure don’t 
recall it now, because 
this was back in the 
1960s and 1970s in the 
high desert of Califor-
nia. He had his first 
name legally changed to 
Guv so everyone would 
know what he was all 
about. Every four years, 
he ran for governor. I 
worked for the Victor 
Valley Daily Press in 
Victorville, which is just 
30 miles from Barstow, 
where everyone’s car 
breaks down on the way 
to Vegas.

The other folks in the 
newsroom knew me as 
the “weirdo reporter” be-
cause if someone needed 
some serious couch time, 
they were pointed toward 
my desk.

Guv was maybe in his 
early 50s when I met 
him. He came into the 
newsroom one morn-
ing surrounded by four 
attractive middle-aged 
women, and all of them 
were smiling and hand-
ing out free cookies.

Guv and I closeted our-
selves for the story while 
everyone else munched 
cookies, and I learned 
the Guv Reeve story.

He was a self-pro-
claimed preacher and 
lived in a large cabin 
about 20 miles away in 
the desert mountains. 
Yes … with the sunshine 
girls.

His mission, he ex-
plained, was to gather 
food and clothing, and 
when they had enough 
for a large cardboard 
box, they would pack it 
up, find the name of a 
village in Mexico that he 
thought might be poor, 
and mail it to them. 
Every time one of those 
boxes “ripened” and was 
ready for taping, they’d 
find a different village on 
the map.

His election platform 
was fairly simple: no tax-
es, more jobs, constant 
access to free cookies, 
and the love of God 
spreading throughout ev-
ery person in California. 
You’d think a message 
that powerful would 
make his election a slam 
dunk, but the folks in 
California elected Ronald 
Reagan their governor, 
instead. I met him, 
too, but he didn’t have 
cookies.

No taxes? Cookies? 
Some days I really miss 
Guv Reeve.

Brought to you by people 
everywhere who make cook-
ies for worthy causes. Buy a 
few. You’ll be glad you did.

SLIM RANDLES
Columnist

HHS Awards Nearly $2 Million To Indiana 
Community Health Centers To Advance 
Health Equity Through Better Data

Rokita Achieves $2 
Million Settlement For 
Hoosiers Following 
Closures Of Dental Clinics

Attorney General Todd 
Rokita has finalized a $2 
million settlement with 
ImmediaDent of Indiana 
P.C., a chain of dental 
clinics that closed in 
March of 2020.

The entirety of the 
settlement will be paid 
in refunds to more than 
22,000 Hoosiers who, 
according to the state’s 
allegations, paid for 
treatments they never 
received.

“A business can’t 
take people’s payments 
for anticipated services 
and then just close their 
doors,” Rokita said. 
“They’ve got to either 
provide the promised 
services or return the 
customers’ money, and 
we will do everything 
possible to hold business-
es accountable every sin-
gle time this happens.”

Affected consumers 
will receive notice in the 
mail of their eligibility 
for a refund. The notice 
will include a claim form 
to return to the settlement 
administrator, who will 
then process the refund 

checks.
Refunds not claimed 

within the allotted time 
from the settlement 
administrator will be 
remitted to the Attorney 
General’s Unclaimed 
Property Division. After 
that, refunds will still 
be available through the 
usual unclaimed property 
claims procedure.

Rokita’s Consumer 
Protection Division in-
vestigated this matter af-
ter receiving complaints 
from former patients. 
ImmediaDent worked 
cooperatively with the 
Consumer Protection Di-
vision to identify affected 
consumers and create a 
plan to provide refunds.

Attorney General Todd Rokita

Yesterday, during 
National Health Center 
Week, the U.S. De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), 
through the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), 
awarded $1,979,675 in 
American Rescue Plan 
funding to 31 community 
health centers in Indiana 
to advance health equi-
ty through better data 
collection and reporting. 
On Friday, August 5, 
President Biden issued a 
proclamation on National 
Health Center Week to 
recognize the vital role 
health centers play in 
safeguarding the well-be-
ing of Americans and 
honor the heroic staff 
who keep these facilities 
running.

The Biden-Harris 
Administration has been 
committed to ensuring 
an equitable pandemic 
response and recovery, 
and these awards will 
help strengthen efforts 
to eliminate inequities 
in COVID-19 care and 
outcomes within commu-
nities of color and other 
underserved populations. 
The nearly $90 million 
in funding announced 
nationally today also 
builds on the $7.6 billion 
invested from President 
Biden’s American Rescue 
Plan to strengthen the 
health center workforce, 
renovate facilities, and 
equip them with essential 
COVID-19 medical sup-
plies over the past year.

“We have prioritized 

advancing equity in our 
COVID-19 response and 
throughout all of our 
work,” said HHS Sec-
retary Xavier Becerra. 
“Community health cen-
ters have played a piv-
otal role in the nation’s 
COVID-19 response, and 
now serve more than 30 
million people across the 
country. Today’s invest-
ments will help ensure 
that all patients have 
equitable access to the 
high-quality health care 
they deserve.”

Funding supports a 
data modernization effort 
aimed at better identify-
ing and responding to the 
specific needs of patients 
and communities through 
improved data quality; 
advancing COVID-19 
response, mitigation, 
and recovery efforts; and 
helping prepare for future 
public health emergen-
cies.

HRSA’s initiative is 
designed to enable health 
centers to have better 
data on both patient 
health status and social 
determinants of health. 
With better information, 
programs can tailor their 
efforts to improve health 
outcomes and advance 

health equity by more 
precisely targeting the 
needs of specific com-
munities or patients, 
particularly as part of the 
public health emergency 
response.

“Time and again, the 
COVID pandemic has 
demonstrated the vital 
role of trusted commu-
nity leaders in delivering 
health care services,” 
said HRSA Administrator 
Carole Johnson. “Health 
centers are that trusted 
resource in the highest 
risk and hardest hit com-
munities in the country.  
As we recognize the he-
roic work of the frontline 
health care workers who 
make health centers what 
they are, today we also 
are investing in the tools 
they need to help them 
continue to best serve 
their communities.”

The nearly 1,400 
HRSA-funded communi-
ty health centers in this 
country serve as a nation-
al source of primary care 
in underserved commu-
nities. They are commu-
nity-based and patient-di-
rected organizations 
that deliver affordable, 
accessible, and high-qual-
ity medical, dental, and 

behavioral health services 
to more than 30 million 
patients each year, with 
specific initiatives intend-
ed to reach people experi-
encing homelessness, 
agricultural workers, 
and residents of public 
housing.

In 2021, HRSA-funded 
health centers provid-
ed care for one-in-five 
residents in rural areas 
and one-in-eleven people 
nationwide. One-in-three 
health center patients are 
living in poverty, and 
nearly two-thirds are 
racial/ethnic minorities.

View an interactive 
map of today’s award 
recipients, including a 
state-by-state breakdown: 
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/
funding/funding-opportu-
nities/arp-uds-supplemen-
tal-funding/awards

Learn more about the 
Health Center Program: 
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/
about-health-centers/
health-center-program-
impact-growth

Watch the Heart of 
a Health Center video: 
https://youtu.be/M0Pm-
HDcsaRQ

Find a health center: 
https://findahealthcenter.
hrsa.gov/

thepaper
find it here!

Want More? Visit us online at 
ThePaper24-7.com
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FUNERAL SERVICES

SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

Burkhart
Funeral Home

201 West Wabash Ave.
Crawfordsville

(765) 362-5510

Copenhaver M&K
Drilling and Pump

Free
Estimates

765-397-3907

HOME SERVICES

MAUS
FUNERAL 

HOME
206 Water St.

Hillsboro
765-798-5555

704 Council St.
Attica

765-764-4418
mausfuneralhome.com

KNUTH
Heating &
Cooling

765-307-2133

505 S Walnut St. 
Crawfordsville

Call us for all your 
heating & cooling 

needs!

FisherFisher
FamilyFamily

ProduceProduce
All kinds of produce in season

Tomatoes • Sweet Corn
Melons • Green Beans

765-435-2667
7291 E 800 N

WAVELAND, IN
Closed on Sundays

HOME SERVICES

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 8/31/22

RETAIL

STEVEN
765-918-6359

DOMINYC
765-401-5738

RETAIL

MEADOW SALES

765-569-0777
1916 N. Nyesville Rd.

Rockville, IN 

BOOTS & CARHARTT

SUNSET VIEW
GROCERIES

SUNSET VIEW
GROCERIES

5177 E 100 North 
Rockville

765-569-6585
Mon & Fri: 7:30 am - 7 pm

Tues, Wed, & Thur: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 4 pm

Fisher’s
DISCOUNT STORE

6492 E 850 N
Waveland

M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm
TU & F 8 am-8 pm

SAT 8 am-5 pm
Closed Sunday

765-435-7231

MAUS
FUNERAL 

HOME
206 Water St.

Hillsboro
765-798-5555

704 Council St.
Attica

765-764-4418
mausfuneralhome.com

HOME SERVICES

All about 
Gutters of 

ILLIANA
Kingman, Indiana

765-397-3249
Leaf Protection Products
5 & 6 inch Seamless 

Gutter Cleaning
Soffit and Fascia 

Gutter Covers

30 years experience

6 INCH 
SEAMLESS GUTTER 

INSTALLATION & REPAIR

Leaf Guard and Snow 
Guard Installation

C AND A 
GUTTERS

Call us today!

765-376-5058

Groups Ask Supreme Court, Legislature To Weigh In On Gender Marker Case
By Whitney Downard

The Indiana Court of 
Appeals is divided over 
changing a child’s birth 
certificate gender marker. 
Now, a group of outside 
organizations want clarity.

The case revolves around 
a transgender girl whose 
mother filed — back in 
2019 — to change her 
gender marker to female to 
allow her to fully participate 
in school. The girl was 7 
years old at the time.

“We remain a divided 
court on this issue without 
guidance from our Supreme 
Court or any action from 
the General Assembly, the 
body that is responsible for 
legislating a remedy, if any, 
in this context,” the May 2 
opinion from Indiana Court 
of Appeals Judge Robert L. 
Altice, Jr. said. Judge L. 
Mark Bailey concurred.

The three-member 
panel was divided into two 
camps, with the majority 
arguing the court didn’t 
have the authority to change 
the gender marker while 
the minority, Judge Paul D. 
Mathias, believed the court 
could.

“There is simply no 
doubt that, as an indepen-
dent branch of government, 
and in the absence of a 
statute to the contrary, the 
judiciary has the inherent 
authority to hear claims for 
relief in equity,” Mathias 
said.

Both camps agreed that 
someone — whether the 
Indiana Supreme Court or 
the General Assembly — 
needed to clarify the issue.

Attorney General Todd 
Rokita jumped into the fray 
on Friday, urging courts to 
reject the request for chang-

es “to reflect individuals’ 
self-perceived gender identi-
ties” in a news release.

“The purpose of a birth 
certificate is obviously 
to establish a record of 
biological birth and certain 
relevant factual details of 
that occasion,” Rokita said 
in a statement. “To change 
the designated sex on a 
birth certificate at a later 
date is in effect falsifying 
that document.”

Case background
According to the filings, 

the child started identifying 
as a girl at the age of two 
and told her speech and 
language pathologist at the 
age of four that, despite her 
“boy parts, she was a girl 
inside.” The child avoided 
using the boys’ restroom 
and had accidents nearly 
daily.

A licensed clinical psy-
chologist and the co-direc-
tor of the Riley Hospital 
for Children Gender Health 
Program diagnosed her with 
gender dysphoria.

By first grade, the child 
presented as female at all 
times and used female pro-
nouns. Her school, while 
supportive, said the child 
must remain listed as male 
in school records because of 
the birth certificate gender 
marker.

That prompted the mother 
to file a request in the 
courts to change her child’s 
gender marker.

The first judge, who 
rejected the gender marker 
change, observed that the 
child “had not been the vic-
tim of any hate crimes and 
the issues she had encoun-
tered, though ‘difficult,’ 
had not been ‘showstoppers 
right now.’”

That judge argued that 
trial courts didn’t have the 
authority to change the 
gender marker of a birth 
certificate. The mother filed 
again in 2020 but the sec-
ond trial court said it didn’t 
think the change would be 
in the child’s best interest.

The mother appealed, 
but judges in the Court of 
Appeals agreed with the 
first denial — saying they 
didn’t have the authority to 
change it.

Judge Mathias’ dissent es-
timated that roughly 38,000 
transgender Hoosiers and 
306,000 LGBTQIA+ Hoo-
siers lived in the state and 
allowing the change would 
have a wide-ranging impact.

“Our judiciary has the 
constitutional role and the 
inherent, equitable authority 
to hear a claim for relief 
from a wrong and to grant 
relief from that wrong so 
long as we are not barred 
by statute from doing so,” 
Mathias wrote.

Rokita argues against 
rights for transgender 
Hoosiers

The Attorney General’s 
filing, authored by Solicitor 
General Thomas M. Fisher, 
pushed for a transfer to the 
Indiana Supreme Court but 
said courts ultimately lacked 
authority to order a change 
on a birth certificate’s gen-
der marker.

The filing misgendered 
— used the wrong pronouns 
— for another case and used 
definitions from the Merri-
am-Webster Dictionary for 
sex and “gender identity.”

“Sex is a function of 
anatomy and biology, as 
reflected in a person’s gen-
italia, reproductive organs 
and chromosomes,” Fish-

er’s filing said.“‘Gender 
identity,’ on the other hand, 
is a function of subjective 
understanding, sometimes 
accompanied by aspects of 
individual presentation, hor-
mone therapy and surgery.”

The definitions used by 
the office didn’t include the 
thousands of intersex Hoo-
siers with a combination of 
sex characteristics, whose 
chromosomes don’t neatly 
comply with either sex, and 
sidestepped centuries of 
non-Western perceptions of 
gender identity that don’t 
match the male-female 
binary. 

 “While popular cul-
ture often elides the two 
concepts, they have distinct 
meanings, and no basis 
exists for inferring that the 
Indiana Code treats them as 
synonymous. The statutory 
requirement that a birth 
certificate record ‘sex’ 
precludes a petition asking 
to record gender identity 
instead,” Fisher’s filing 
concluded.

Groups in support of the 
transgender girl

GenderNexus, a 
non-profit offering social 
support, referrals to legal 
resources and assistance in 
changing gender markers, 
joined the Indiana Youth 
Group, which serves 
LGBTQ+ youth, to file an 
amicus brief advocating for 
transfer. 

The inability to change 
one’s gender marker on 
their birth certificate would 
expose transgender children 
and adults to potential vio-
lence or trauma and violate 
their right to privacy, the 
groups wrote.  

“It runs counter to 
Indiana’s preferences to 

respect the autonomy of its 
citizens and to allow people 
the freedom to to make 
their own, most personal 
decisions. The gravity of 
the impact to transgender 
Hoosiers of all ages cannot 
be overstated,” the brief 
said. 

The organizations said 
mental health harm — in-
cluding discrimination and 
harassment — and physical 
harm increased for trans-
gender people whose legal 
documents didn’t match 
their gender. For some, it 
complicated their ability to 
work or attend school.

Research reports that 
transgender people are nine 
times more likely to attempt 
suicide than the general 
population. About 40% 
report attempting suicide 
in their lifetime, according 
to the National Center for 
Transgender Equality. 

The Trevor Project Sur-
vey found that mental health 
risks decreased when trans-
gender people had access 
to gender-affirming spaces, 
which are sometimes only 
available when someone’s 
legal documents have the 
correct gender marker.

“Life is already challeng-
ing enough for transgen-
der people. If they are no 
longer permitted to change 
their gender markers on 
their birth certificates, 
things will only get harder 
– an outcome that doesn’t 
serve anyone’s best inter-
ests,” the brief concluded.

Two doctors specializ-
ing in adolescent health at 
Riley Children’s Hospital’s 
Gender Health Program, 
Dennis Fortenberry and 
Eric Meininger, also filed 
an amicus brief in support 

of the child.
“Without proper care 

and support, children and 
adolescents with gender 
dysphoria are at increased 
risk of depression, suicide, 
sexually transmitted diseas-
es and physical, emotional 
and sexual abuse. The 
Gender Health Program 
at Riley strives to prevent 
these problems and promote 
the well-being of children 
and adolescents.”

They said the decision not 
to change the child’s gender 
marker conflicted with 
“sound clinical practices,” 
and allowing future courts 
to do the same exposed 
transgender minors to “un-
necessary physical risks.”

“Having the correct 
gender marker identification 
is of utmost importance to 
pediatric patients experienc-
ing gender dysphoria and 
restrictions on the ability 
to obtain gender marker 
changes present real and 
significant harms,” the 
doctors said.

Courts previously 
determined that they had 
the authority to change an 
adult’s gender marker but 
this case, with a minor, 
threatens that precedent, 
should the Supreme Court 
or General Assembly decide 
otherwise.

Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Follow Indiana 
Capital Chronicle on https://
facebook.com/IndianaCapital-
Chronicle and https://twitter.
com/INCapChronicle



A5 Tuesday, August 9, 2022 The Paper of Montgomery County

Classifieds
765-361-0100 ext. 15 l class@thepaper24-7.com

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

House And Senate Approve Financial Relief Bill; Governor Signs It Into Law
By Whitney Downard

The Indiana Gener-
al Assembly broadly 
approved a deal providing 
wraparound social ser-
vices and inflation relief 
on Friday, passing both 
chambers with a wide 
majority.

Gov. Eric Holcomb 
signed the bill late Friday 
night, saying “This 
fulfills what I set out to 
accomplish when calling 
the General Assembly 
into special session in 
order help Hoosiers 
hurting from historically 
high inflation. I am also 
especially grateful for the 
nearly $100 million in 
long overdue increased 
funding to support the 
health of our Hoosier 
mothers and babies. 
While there is still more 
to do, better access and 
awareness of all our pro-
grams will be critical to 
improving our infant and 
maternal mortality rates – 
a long-standing priority of 
my administration.”

Senate Bill 2 uses over 
$1 billion in reserve 
accounts to send $200 
checks to millions of eli-
gible Hoosiers, including 
hundreds of thousands of 
Hoosiers utilizing Social 
Security or disability 
benefits.

It also repeals the 
diaper tax, increases the 

adoption tax credit and al-
locates about $74 million 
in supports needed due to 
an expected abortion ban.

The bill passed the 
House on a 93-6 vote and 
the Senate approved it on 
a 37-9 vote.

For Sen. Travis Hold-
man, the author of the 
legislation, paying down 
debt was “absolutely” 
a priority, hence his 
caucus’ insistence the bill 
include a provision to pay 
$1 billion to the Pension 
Stabilization Fund for 
educators in 2023 if the 
reserve accounts hold 
more than $5 billion 
combined.

“We have a moral and 
ethical duty to our retired 
teachers to make sure that 
their fund is fully funded 
so that they receive what 
has been promised to 
them,” Holdman, R-Mar-
kle, said. 

Sen. Greg Taylor, 
D-Indianapolis, criticized 
the $1 billion payment 
for debt obligations, 
saying the fund’s annual 
payment was already 
paid and money could 
be directed to Hoosiers 
who needed it. He also 
disapproved of the $200 
going to taxpayers indis-
criminately, rather than 
focusing on the poorest 
Hoosiers.

 “Jim Irsay (the billion-

aire owner of the India-
napolis Colts) is not going 
to ask you for $200; I 
guarantee you he’s never 
going to know if it hits,” 
Taylor said.

Taylor joined eight 
Republicans and voted 
against the bill.

Other Democrats said 
the estimated $74 mil-
lion in funding for social 
services wasn’t enough 
for families now, much 
less the anticipated boom 
in pregnancies following 
an abortion ban.

“SB 2 really does 
barely scratch the sur-
face of recognizing the 
concerns for women in 
this state,” Sen. Shelli 
Yoder, D-Bloomington, 
said. “This bill does not 
even address funding 
for feeding children we 
already have.”

Across the Statehouse, 
five Democrats and one 
Republican rejected the 
bill, including Rep. Ed 
DeLaney, D-Indianapo-
lis. 

DeLaney noted the 
confusing process for the 
poorest Hoosiers, those 
who normally don’t file 
taxes because of their 
low income. They will 
receive a $200 tax credit 
when they file their 2022 
taxes next year. 

“It’s now a combina-
tion of some bad ideas 

from the Senate and 
limited ideas from the 
House,” DeLaney said. 
“It reminds me of when 
my kids would frustrate 
me, I’d just say, ‘Here’s 
$20. Go do something.’ 
And that’s what this is – 
that kind of ‘Just get out 
of my house.’”

He also criticized the 
roughly $74 million in 
direct appropriations and 
discretionary spending 
for social services, saying 
the state could, and 
should, do more.

What’s in Senate Bill 
2?

• Distributes over $1 
billion in reserve ac-
counts to Hoosiers in 
$200 checks, including 
those on Social Security 
and disability

• $1 billion to the Pen-
sion Stabilization Fund, 
or Pre-1996 Retirement 
Fund for educators, so 
long as reserve accounts 
hold more than $5 billion 
in the 2023 fiscal year

• Establishes the Hoo-
sier Families First Fund 
with $45 million for state 
agencies to distribute via 
grants for maternal health 
programs

• Repeals the state’s 
sales tax on diapers

• Caps the gasoline 
sales tax at $0.295 cents 
per gallon until the 2023 
fiscal year (though the 

tax may decrease based 
on demand)

• Increases the adop-
tion tax credit

• Codifies postpartum 
Medicaid coverage shall 
be 12 months

• Tasks the Office of 
Medicaid Policy and 
Planning with analyzing 
reimbursement rates 
along the state’s borders 
for pregnancy services

• Adds donated breast 
milk to the list of supplies 
and services provided by 
Medicaid and the Health 
Indiana Plan

• Creates the doula 
reimbursement advisory 
board

• Requires Family and 
Social Services Admin-
istration to seek federal 
approval for and adopt 
policies to cover long-act-
ing reversible contracep-
tives

• Authorizes human 
service providers, includ-
ing local health depart-
ments, to seek grants for 
fertility awareness-based 
family planning

• Prohibits the De-
partment of Health from 
awarding grants for the 
distribution of contra-
ceptives through schools 
without the permission of 
the minor’s parents

• Requires the Depart-
ment of Health evaluates 
access to low-cost birth 

control and education 
related to preventing 
unwanted pregnancies

• Adds $2 Million to 
the anti-abortion organi-
zation Real Alternatives’ 
$2.5 million annual 
contract

• Supplements the 
state’s Nurse-Family 
Partnership Program, 
which pairs first-time 
parents with healthcare 
staff, with $10 million

• Gives $5.5 million to 
the Safety PIN grant pro-
gram to protect Indiana’s 
newborns

• Allots $1 million 
in community grants to 
purchase newborn safety 
devices or raise aware-
ness about the devices

• Allows the Child 
Care Development Fund 
to cover more families 
with an$10 million 

• Provides $700,000 
to Medicaid to cover 
expanded services
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U.S. Interior Department Calls For States To Submit Mine Cleanup Proposals
By Jacob Fischler

The Interior Depart-
ment asked states last 
week to apply for $725 
million made available 
this year to clean up 
abandoned mine sites as 
part of the 2021 infra-
structure bill.

The department offi-
cially opened a notice 
of funding opportunity, 
which gives states the 
avenue to request feder-
al grants to close mine 
shafts, prevent the release 
of methane and other gas-
es and treat acidic mine 
drainage.

Guidance released last 
month by the Office of 

Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement, an 
agency within Interior, 
also called for states to 
prioritize employment 
opportunities for coal 
workers.

The infrastructure law 
gave the department 
$11.3 billion for mine 
cleanup grants to be dis-
tributed over 15 years.

Of the $725 million in 
new funding next year 
for Abandoned Mine 
Lands grants under the 
infrastructure law, more 
than one-third could go 
to Pennsylvania, which 
is eligible for $244.9 
million.

West Virginia, eligible 
for $140.75 million, is 
the only state other than 
Pennsylvania to be eligi-
ble for more than $100 
million.

Other eligibility caps 
include:

Ohio: $46.4 million
Indiana: $24.7 million
Virginia: $22.8 million
Colorado: $10 million
Tennessee: $8.6 mil-

lion
Iowa: $6 million
Missouri: $5.9 million
Kansas: $4.9 million
Maryland: $4.8 million
Montana: $4.6 million
New Mexico: $2.4 

million

Alaska: $1.3 million
The Navajo Nation 

would also be eligible 
for $1.7 million from the 
fund.

The extra funding 
represents a huge boost 
for OSMRE’s abandoned 
mine cleanup efforts.

In fiscal 2022, OSMRE 
sent a total of $243.1 
million to all states and 
tribes in the program, 
with $153.1 million fund-
ed mostly with fees paid 
by active coal miners and 
$90 million in additional 
federal grants. Pennsyl-
vania had the highest 
allocation with $38.1 
million.

The extra funding in 
the infrastructure law was 
meant to both eliminate 
pollution from mining 
sites and to provide job 
opportunities in commu-
nities that have historical-
ly relied on coal mining.

“Through this pro-
gram, we are investing in 
coal communities through 
job creation — including 
for current and former 
coal workers — and 
economic revitalization, 
all while addressing 
harmful environmental 
impacts from these legacy 
developments,” Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland 
said in a statement.

“We encourage all eli-
gible states and Tribes to 
apply for this funding so 
we can reduce hazardous 
pollution and toxic water 
levels that continue to im-
pact our communities.”
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Indiana Governor Signs Near-Total Abortion Ban

Best Of Indiana 2022 Awards 
Nominations Are Open

The Indiana Office of 
Technology (IOT) is bring-
ing back the 'Best of Indi-
ana' technology awards in 
2022. The award nomina-
tions are now open, and 
the submission deadline is 
Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022, 
by midnight.  

IOT established the 
'Best of Indiana' awards 
program to recognize the 
best use of technology 
by Indiana state and local 
government and education 
organizations.  

Who should apply? All 
government and education 
officials, executives and 
staff in Indiana are invited 
to submit nominations. 

An Evaluation Com-
mittee will review sub-
missions, and all projects 
nominated must be in 
production and fully opera-
tional by the submission 
deadline or significant 
changes have been imple-
mented since January 1, 
2021. 

Award categories are: 
• Best Application Serv-

ing an Agency's Business 
Needs – State 

• Best Application 
Serving an Organization's 
Business Needs – Local 

• Best Application Serv-
ing the Public – State 

• Best Application Serv-
ing the Public – Local

The Best Application 
Serving an Agency's/
Organization's Business 
Needs will be awarded to 
individuals and teams of an 
agency or department that 

have designed, developed 
and deployed new applica-
tions or improved existing 
applications that assist 
the department/agency in 
handling its day-to-day 
operations.   

The Best Application 
Serving the Public will be 
awarded to individuals and 
teams that have designed, 
developed, and deployed 
applications or improved 
existing applications that 
deliver services more 
effectively to the public 
or other external stake-
holders. This application 
should effectively increase 
the transparency or acces-
sibility of services.

Applicants can submit 
their entries on the Best of 
Indiana 2022 Nomination 
Portal.  

What should I submit? 
Past entries focused on 
how technology was used 
to improve a process or 
create a better customer/
user experience. For ex-
ample, eliminating a paper 
process, and redesigning a 
website.   

IOT will announce 
award winners at the annu-
al Indiana Digital Govern-
ment Summit. The summit 
will return to an in-person 
event on Oct. 6 at Marriott 
North in Indianapolis. At-
tendance is complimentary 
for all state and local 
government employees, 
and as an early registrant, 
you will receive advance 
access to the virtual event 
hub and resources.

By Casey Smith
Indiana’s governor 

signed into law late Fri-
day a Republican-backed 
bill that will ban virtually 
all abortions in the state, 
making it the first to 
enact abortion-restricting 
legislation since the U.S. 
Supreme Court over-
turned Roe v. Wade. 

The ban takes effect on 
Sept. 15, at which point 
Indiana will have one of 
the most restrictive abor-
tion laws in the nation. 

Senators accepted the 
House-amended version 
of the bill in a 28-19 con-
currence vote late Friday 
evening after more than 
three hours of debate.

The vote marked the 
close of a special legis-
lative session that saw 
nearly two weeks of long 
days and heated debate 
in both chambers of the 
General Assembly.

Republican Gov. Eric 
Holcomb signed the bill 
into law less than an hour 
after the General Assem-
bly recessed. 

“Following the over-
turning of Roe, I stated 
clearly that I would be 
willing to support legis-
lation that made progress 
in protecting life. In my 
view, SEA 1 accomplish-
es this goal following its 
passage in both chambers 
of the Indiana General 
Assembly with a solid 
majority of support,” 
Holcomb said in a state-
ment.

“These actions fol-
lowed long days of hear-
ings filled with sobering 
and personal testimony 
from citizens and elected 
representatives on this 
emotional and complex 
topic,” he continued. 
“Ultimately, those voices 
shaped and informed 
the final contents of the 
legislation and its careful-
ly negotiated exceptions 
to address some of the 
unthinkable circumstances 
a woman or unborn child 
might face.”

In a statement following 
the vote, Indiana Right to 
Life President Mike Fich-
ter encouraged Holcomb 
to sign the bill, even 
though the group lobbied 
for a stricter ban.

“Although we cannot 
fully endorse the amend-
ed SB 1 due to its rape, 
incest, and lethal fetal 
anomaly exceptions, we 
do acknowledge the 

path forward is to either 
embrace the potential to 
end the vast majority of 
abortions in Indiana now, 
or to allow all abortions 
to continue under current 
law, making Indiana an 
abortion-destination state 
and driving abortion num-
bers even higher,” Fich-
ter said in a statement.

Katie Blair, advocacy 
and public policy director 
at the ACLU of Indiana, 
meanwhile called the 
bill’s passage “a dark day 
in the state of Indiana.” 

“The General Assem-
bly has passed a ban on 
abortion, turning back the 
clock 50 years on Hoo-
siers’ fundamental right 
to control their own bod-
ies,” Blair said in a state-
ment. “SB 1 will force 
women to either travel 
hundreds of miles or 
carry pregnancies against 
their will, resulting in 
life-altering consequences 
and serious health risks. 
This is an unconscionable 
attack on our freedom.

Democrats, some 
Republicans, opposed the 
bill 

Senators gave the bill 
the green light after bare-
ly advancing the measure 
in an earlier chamber vote 
last week. 

Ten GOP senators vot-
ed against the initial Sen-
ate bill, saying the House 
should bring it closer to 
an all-out ban. Instead, 
the House removed some 
language the Senate had 
inserted and expanded 
some of the exceptions 
allowing abortions.

Three voted in favor of 
the weaker version of the 
bill Friday despite pre-
viously voting down the 
stricter ban. Two changed 
their earlier votes from a 
yes to a no.

That included Sen. 
Mike Bohacek, R-Michi-
ana Shores, who talked 
about his 21-year-old 
daughter who has Down 
Syndrome. He pointed 
to a pitfall in the bill’s 
exceptions, which he said 
leave out people who are 
disabled or under guard-
ianship.

“If she lost her favorite 
stuffed animal, she would 
be inconsolable … imag-
ine carrying her child to 
term,” he said through 
tears before stopping 
short and excusing him-
self from the chamber. 

Earlier, lawmakers in 

the House spent more 
than four hours on Friday 
debating the abortion bill 
before voting 62-38 to 
send it back to the Senate 
chamber.

Democratic Rep. Chris 
Campbell, of West La-
fayette, said the proposed 
ban is “an instrument of 
pain and trauma.”

“The rights of Hoosiers 
are being ripped away 
with this ban,” she said. 
“Women will be forced 
to give birth.”

Rep. Ann Vermillion, 
R-Marion, one of nine 
members of the GOP 
caucus to join Democrats 
in voting against the bill, 
said a fetus’s life should 
be protected once they 
reach viability, but that 
women should have a 
choice in the early stages 
of pregnancy. 

She cited too few 
exceptions for rape and 
incest, and expressed 
concern that Indiana will 
lose doctors because of 
the abortion ban takes 
effect.

“I believe no govern-
ment should take away 
a woman’s right to safe 
medical care during an 
unplanned, unwanted 
pregnancy,” said Vermil-
lion, a former hospital 
administrator who now 
runs a healthcare con-
sulting business. “I think 
that the Lord’s promise 
is for grace and kindness. 
I don’t believe the Lord 
has a priority list on 
life.”

What the abortion ban 
entails

The new law outlaws 
all abortions except in 
the case of a fatal fetal 
anomaly and cases of 
serious health risk to 
the mother — up to 20 
weeks post-fertilization. 
Rape incest survivors can 
get an abortion up to 10 
weeks post-fertilization.

Republicans who voted 
against the abortion ban 
in the House, along with 
all Democrats. 

Rep. Ed Clere, New 
Albany

Rep. Sean Eberhart, 
Shelbyville

Rep. Matt Hostettler, 
Patoka

Rep. John Jacob, Indi-
anapolis

Rep. Cindy Ledbetter, 
Boonville

Rep. Curt Nisly, Mil-
ford

Rep. Tom Saunders, 

Lewisville
Rep. Ann Vermilion, 

Marion
Rep. Cindy Ziemke, 

Batesville
Although the Senate 

narrowly voted in favor 
of a notarized affidavit 
to be required victims of 
rape or incest to access 
an abortion, a House 
committee eliminated that 
requirement. They also 
scrapped a provision in 
the bill that would allow 
the state attorney general 
to take over prosecution 
of abortion-related cases 
if a local prosecutor re-
fuses to.

“This bill reflects an 
understanding that is one 
the most difficult and 
challenging issues of our 
lifetime. This bill re-
stores faith in humanity, 
and faith that human life 
has value,” bill sponsor 
Rep. Wendy McNamara, 
R-Evansville, said 
Friday. “I think we’ve 
landed in a great place 
and good policy for the 
state of Indiana.”

Under the law, surgi-
cal abortions can only 
be done in hospitals or 
standalone ambulatory 
surgical centers owned 
by a hospital. Several 
Democrats noted access 
will be a problem even 
if a woman meets an 
exception.

Existing Indiana law 
makes it a felony for a 
doctor to perform an il-
legal abortion, and under 
the newly-enacted leg-
islation, most abortions 
will be illegal. There are 
no criminal penalties for 
women who seek abor-
tions.

The final language of 
the ban states explicitly 
that it does not apply 
to in vitro fertilization, 
miscarriages or ectopic 
pregnancies. The ban 
also will not limit access 
to the “morning after” 
pill or any forms of con-
traception.
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Lt. Gov. Crouch, IHCDA Announce $130 Million In Tax 
Credits And Bond Awards For Affordable Housing

Holcomb Statement Following 
Conclusion Of Special Session

Lt. Gov. Suzanne 
Crouch and the Board of 
Directors for the Indiana 
Housing and Community 
Development Authority 
(IHCDA) announced 
six developments have 
received awards from the 
Low-Income Housing 
Tax Credit (LIHTC) pro-
gram, in conjunction with 
Multifamily Tax Exempt 
Bonds. This funding is 
used to incentivize private 
developers to fund the 
acquisition, rehabilita-
tion, and construction 
of affordable housing 
communities throughout 
Indiana.

“Affordable housing 
is vital to a community’s 
vibrancy,” Crouch said. 
“Through the tax cred-
its and bonds, these six 
properties will preserve 
or create hundreds of 
units, greatly benefitting 
the Hoosiers who live, 
work and play there in 
those communities.”

IHCDA receives 
applications for Housing 

Tax Credits and Multi-
family Bonds under the 
Qualified Allocation Plan 
(QAP). The QAP, which 
is unique to each author-
ing state, details selection 
criteria, and application 
requirements for the LI-
HTC program, Multifam-
ily Bonds, HOME funds, 
Development Fund, and 
the National Housing 
Trust Fund in conjunction 
with tax credits. It also 
contains all deadlines, 
application fees, restric-
tions, standards, and 
requirements.

• AFR Indiana will 
have locations in Arcadia, 
Fowler, and Rensselaer 
and is developed by Vita 
Investment Holdings, 
LLC. They will receive 
$985,969 RHTC annual-
ly for 10 years and will 
preserve 186 affordable 
multifamily units 

• Vita of Greenfield 
Independent Living, 
developed by Vita Invest-
ment Holdings, LLC will 
receive $664,501 annu-

ally for 10 years and will 
build 102 affordable units 
for seniors

• Country View Apart-
ments, located in Bloom-
ington and developed by 
Gene B. Glick Company, 
will receive $764,381 
RHTC annually for 10 
years to preserve 206 af-
fordable multifamily units

• Hoosier Woods in 
Anderson, will be de-
veloped by TWG Devel-
opment and will receive 
$889,061 RHTC annually 
for 10 years to preserve 
204 units of multifamily 
units

• Vita of New 
Whiteland Independent 
Living, developed by 
Vita Investment Hold-
ings, LLC will receive 
$674,394 RHTC annually 
for 10 years to create 102 
affordable senior units

• The Plaza at Central 
Greens, located in India-
napolis and developed by 
Radiant Communities De-
velopment Corporation, 
will receive $1,518,036 

RHTC annually for 10 
years to create 122 af-
fordable multifamily units 

“IHCDA is committed 
to preserving and creating 
affordable housing in all 
of Indiana's 92 counties," 
said Jacob Sipe, Execu-
tive Director of IHCDA. 
“Affordable housing is 
a vital asset to Indiana's 
infrastructure. We will 
continue to work with 
our partners to close the 
housing gap and ensure 
housing remains afford-
able for years to come."

The creation and 
preservation of afford-
able housing is critical 
to ensuring long-term 
affordability that allows 
residents to thrive in 
neighborhoods and to 
maintain consistency in 
their neighbors, schools, 
jobs and healthcare.”

IHCDA has adminis-
tered the LIHTC program 
to facilitate the creation 
and preservation of more 
than 150,000 units in the 
state since 1987. 

Gov. Eric J. Holcomb 
offered the following state-
ment after signing Senate 
Enrolled Act 1(ss) and 
Senate Enrolled Act 2(ss), 
passed during the 2022 
special session:

“Today, I proudly 
signed Senate Enrolled Act 
2 to return $1 billion back 
to Hoosier taxpayers. This 
fulfills what I set out to 
accomplish when calling 
the General Assembly 
into special session in 
order help Hoosiers 
hurting from historically 
high inflation. I am also 
especially grateful for the 
nearly $100 million in long 
overdue increased funding 
to support the health of 
our Hoosier mothers and 
babies. While there is still 
more to do, better access 
and awareness of all our 
programs will be critical to 
improving our infant and 
maternal mortality rates – 
a long-standing priority of 
my administration.

“The exemplary team-
work and seriousness of 
purpose put into each 
element of SEA 2 is a 
testament to the elected 
leaders who helped shape 
it. I would like to thank 
Senator Travis Holdman, 
Chairman Doc Brown, 
and Representative Sharon 
Negele and the many other 
members from both sides 
of the aisle who contrib-
uted to the strength of the 
final product.

“The effort to provide 
the programmatic supports 
and the billion dollars of 
inflation relief contained in 
SEA 2 is all the more re-
markable as it was crafted 
amidst the thorough and 
thoughtful debate on Sen-
ate Enrolled Act 1, which 
I also signed today.

“Following the over-
turning of Roe, I stated 
clearly that I would be 
willing to support legis-
lation that made progress 
in protecting life. In my 
view, SEA 1 accomplish-
es this goal following its 

passage in both chambers 
of the Indiana General 
Assembly with a solid 
majority of support. These 
actions followed long days 
of hearings filled with 
sobering and personal 
testimony from citizens 
and elected representatives 
on this emotional and 
complex topic. Ultimate-
ly, those voices shaped 
and informed the final 
contents of the legislation 
and its carefully negotiat-
ed exceptions to address 
some of the unthinkable 
circumstances a woman or 
unborn child might face.

“Thank you Senator 
Sue Glick and Represen-
tative Wendy McNamara 
for your brave author-
ship of SEA 1. Each 
of you demonstrated a 
steady hand and uncan-
ny poise while carrying 
this once-in-a-generation 
legislation.

“Overall, I would be 
remiss if I did not share 
a special thanks to my 
friends House Speaker 
Todd Huston and Senate 
President Pro Tem Rod 
Bray for their partnership, 
strength and resolve during 
the lead up and all the way 
through this special ses-
sion. You each displayed 
the best Indiana has to 
offer in steering your re-
spective chambers through 
unprecedented waters and 
delivering on your promis-
es to conduct a respectful 
and thorough process.

“Lastly, to the people 
of Indiana, let me assure 
you that the democratic 
process marches on, and 
you should continue to 
reach out to all your elect-
ed representatives to have 
your voice heard. Looking 
back, I am personally most 
proud of each Hoosier who 
came forward to coura-
geously share their views 
in a debate that is unlikely 
to cease any time soon. 
For my part as your gover-
nor, I will continue to keep 
an open ear.”

Visit us online:
thepaper24-7.com
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grab my Farmall tractor 
coffee cup and wait for 
the Keurig to do its thing. 
Just the smell starts to get 
me going...it's crazy! Af-
ter a few sips, my mind 
is clear. I am ready for 
the day! I then sit down 
at my laptop and read 
The Paper and check my 
E-mails. Smooth sailing.

I did not drink cof-
fee as a child. My Dad 
always said that coffee 
would stunt my growth, 
so I was stuck with tea 
and hot chocolate. I 
started drinking coffee 
when I was hired on the 
Sheriff's Department in 
1977...and was hooked. 
Coffee made me more 
alert and cleared my 
mind, especially during 
patrols and investiga-
tive interviews. I also 
often provided a cup 
of coffee to a suspect 
during questioning. They 
relaxed more...and guess 
what? They started to 
remember a "few details" 
that they had forgotten 
earlier! "Oh, yes, now 

I remember...maybe I 
did accidentally steal that 
car."

When my oldest son 
started Purdue in 1990, 
I took on a second 
full-time job here at the 
library. I worked as the 
librarian from 11 am to 
6 pm, then headed home 
to change clothes and 
grab a bite to eat before 
starting my shift as a 
deputy sheriff from 7 pm 
to 4 am. I survived on 
cigarettes, coffee, and 
Diet Pepsi. Thank God, I 
was able to quit smoking 
when I left the Sheriff's 
Department in 1997! But 
coffee and Diet Pepsi 
have remained staples in 
my daily routine. I only 
drink half of a Diet Pepsi 
(caffeine free) each day, 
but I drink SIX half-cups 
of coffee every day...
coffee with caffeine...
no sugar and no funky 
flavors!

I have read that coffee 
is an antioxidant that 
can reduce the risk of 
cancer. It likely scares 

the bejesus out of cancer 
cells. It reminds me of 
my drill sergeant at the 
police academy. It is 
a "take charge" drink. 
Strong! Bold! Rich! 
Lively! Brewed by Roast 
Masters! Coffee gives 
orders..."Think! Talk! 
Move!...and sometimes 
"Get to the bathroom 
NOW!" It doesn't fool 
around like those sissy 
drinks. After supper, 
I sit down with a cup 
of coffee...and it gives 
MORE orders..."Grab a 
book! Sit down! Turn on 
your reading light! Shut 
up! Relax!" Ah, yes...
my coffee, a good book, 
peace and quiet. All is 
right with the world! 
Thanks, Mr. Folgers and 
Mr. Keurig. I love you 
both.

John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been 
the librarian at Darlington 
the past 32 years, and is 
a well-known artist and 
author of local history.

Þ BUTCH From Page A1

Þ JOHN From Page A1

Now, don’t get me 
wrong. Retail jobs are 
as noble as any other, as 
long as you love what 
you are doing. I just get 
the feeling that most peo-
ple in retail don’t. I’m 
certain Brian doesn’t. 
That’s because I know 
the secret that obviously 
his new employer failed 
to pick up on:

Brian hates people.
I know what you’re 

thinking. You think I’m 
exaggerating. Probably 
I mean Brian doesn’t 
like crowds. Maybe he 
despises folks who don’t 
agree with him. Perhaps 
he's just perturbed by 
annoying people.

Nope. I mean he hates 
people. Period.

Give Brian a set of 
blueprints, a scale, may-
be a calculator and a pen 
he’ll grow your business 
five-fold. However, I 
wouldn’t dare let him 
near the “trust fall” game 
on an employee bonding 
retreat.

“Oh. You mean I’m 
supposed to catch her?” I 
can hear him say.

Young people, old 
people, shy people, bold 
people, they all rate the 
same with Brian. If it 
were up to him, peo-
ple would have the life 
expectancy of mayflies. 
Once we concluded the 
birthing process, we’d all 
die off.

“So, how do you make 
your job fun,” I asked, 
noting to myself that it 
had been a long time 

since I’d had a good 
cringe.

“Well,” he said, “the 
store’s owner is so des-
perate for employees, I 
get away with murder.”

Oh, dear heavens! 
Even I didn’t think he’d 
go that far.

“If my boss wants me 
to do something that I 
don’t want to do,” Brian 
said. “I just tell him 
‘no’.”

I’m beginning to 
understand why the 
shelves are never stocked 
in those discount stores. 
“OK, I can see some 
enjoyment in bossing 
around your boss, but 
that still means you’ve 
got to deal with the gen-
eral public at the count-
er,” I said.

“Sure! But that’s where 
the most fun is,” he said.

“I guess I just don’t 
see it.”

“Well, like the other 
day,” Brian began. “A 
man came in to buy some 
antacids. I could tell he 
was drunk, so I thought 
I’d have some fun. I 
picked up the large pack-
age, and ran it across the 
scanner. But instead of 
putting it in the bag, I 
set it down on the same 
side of the counter he set 
it on. I picked it up the 
second time, and scanned 
it again. I did this over 
and over. You should 
have seen the man’s eyes 
when I told him he owed 
$217.43!”

“Sheesh, Brian! And 
he went for that?”

“I threw in some sam-
ple-sized men’s deodor-
ant for free, and he left 
the store thanking me.”

“Okay, but you can’t 
get away with that every 
day, right?” I hoped.

“Naw, you have to be 
creative. Our scanners 
are old and unsophisticat-
ed. If there is a multiple 
item purchase, we can’t 
just scan one item, and 
then type the quantity on 
the keypad. We have to 
scan every item individ-
ually.”

“Now, that would bore 
me,” I said.

“Not if you make a 
game out of it,” Brian 
said. “Just Tuesday, a 
lady brought 75 pencil 
erasers to the counter, on 
sale for Back-to-School. 
I proceeded to scan them 
one at a time. Several 
minutes into the scan –– 
with concern on my face 
–– I stopped. I looked the 
lady in the eyes, and said 
‘I count 37 so far. How 
many do you have?’”

“I can’t believe you 
didn’t get in trouble,” I 
said.

“Well, the boss did 
call me into his office 
that day,” Brian admit-
ted.

“I’m not surprised,” I 
said.

“They want to make 
me Manager. Profits 
are up 18 percent this 
month.”

John O. Marlowe is an 
award-winning columnist 
for Sagamore News Media

U.S. Interior Department 
Calls For States To Submit 
Mine Cleanup Proposals
By Jacob Fischler

The Interior Depart-
ment asked states last 
week to apply for $725 
million made available 
this year to clean up 
abandoned mine sites as 
part of the 2021 infra-
structure bill.

The department offi-
cially opened a notice 
of funding opportuni-
ty, which gives states 
the avenue to request 
federal grants to close 
mine shafts, prevent the 
release of methane and 
other gases and treat 
acidic mine drainage.

Guidance released last 
month by the Office of 
Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement, an 
agency within Interior, 
also called for states to 
prioritize employment 
opportunities for coal 
workers.

The infrastructure law 
gave the department 
$11.3 billion for mine 
cleanup grants to be dis-
tributed over 15 years.

Of the $725 million in 
new funding next year 
for Abandoned Mine 
Lands grants under the 
infrastructure law, more 
than one-third could go 
to Pennsylvania, which 
is eligible for $244.9 
million.

West Virginia, eligible 

for $140.75 million, is 
the only state other than 
Pennsylvania to be eligi-
ble for more than $100 
million.

Other eligibility caps 
include:

Ohio: $46.4 million
Indiana: $24.7 million
Virginia: $22.8 million
Colorado: $10 million
Tennessee: $8.6 mil-

lion
Iowa: $6 million
Missouri: $5.9 million
Kansas: $4.9 million
Maryland: $4.8 million
Montana: $4.6 million
New Mexico: $2.4 

million
Alaska: $1.3 million
The Navajo Nation 

would also be eligible 
for $1.7 million from the 
fund.

The extra funding 
represents a huge boost 
for OSMRE’s abandoned 
mine cleanup efforts.

In fiscal 2022, OSM-
RE sent a total of $243.1 
million to all states and 
tribes in the program, 
with $153.1 million 
funded mostly with fees 
paid by active coal min-
ers and $90 million in 
additional federal grants. 
Pennsylvania had the 
highest allocation with 
$38.1 million.

The extra funding 
in the infrastructure 

law was meant to both 
eliminate pollution from 
mining sites and to 
provide job opportunities 
in communities that have 
historically relied on coal 
mining.

“Through this pro-
gram, we are investing 
in coal communities 
through job creation — 
including for current and 
former coal workers — 
and economic revitaliza-
tion, all while addressing 
harmful environmental 
impacts from these 
legacy developments,” 
Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland said in a state-
ment.

“We encourage all 
eligible states and Tribes 
to apply for this funding 
so we can reduce hazard-
ous pollution and toxic 
water levels that continue 
to impact our communi-
ties.”

Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Follow Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle on https://
facebook.com/IndianaCap-
italChronicle and https://
twitter.com/INCapChronicle

Monroe Lake Open Houses To 
Highlight Salt Creek Valley Cemeteries

Monroe Lake will dive 
into the history of several 
local cemeteries during 
two open houses. The 
events are part of Salt 
Creek Valley History 
Week, a celebration of 
the Salt Creek Valley’s 
past that runs Sept. 10 
- 16.

The first open house 
on Sept. 10 from 6:30 - 8 
p.m. will share informa-
tion on three small cem-
eteries that are located 
south of Monroe Lake in 
Hoosier National Forest 
and named after the Hays 
family. The open house 
will be at the Paynetown 
Activity Center, 4850 
S. State Road 446 in 
Bloomington.  

If you have photos, 
documents, stories, or 
other records pertaining 
to people buried in one 
of the Hays cemeteries, 
Monroe Lake naturalist 
Jill Vance encourages 
you to bring them to 
contribute to the park’s 

history. Vance will be 
able to digitally scan 
items during the open 
house, so you can keep 
your original records.

On Sept. 11 from 10 
- 11:30 a.m., Monroe 
Lake will host a second 
open house, “Before 
the Water Rose”, at the 
Allens Creek Cemetery 
at 7650 E. Allens Creek 
Road in Bloomington.

When Monroe Lake 
was constructed, seven 
cemeteries were relocat-
ed to create the Allens 
Creek Cemetery. Attend-
ees can walk through the 
cemetery sections with 
Vance to learn about 
where these cemeteries 
were originally located, 
how they were moved, 
and hear stories about 
some of the people bur-
ied there.

Susan Snider Salmon, 
a trained headstone re-
storer, will demonstrate 
the proper technique for 
safely cleaning historic 

grave markers. Attendees 
can also talk with Kel 
McBride, a cemetery 
coordinator with the 
Monroe County History 
Center, who will share 
the best techniques for 
photographing gravestone 
details.

For further information 
on these open houses, 
as well as a list of other 
programs scheduled 
during Salt Creek Valley 
History Week, see bit.ly/
SCVhistoryweek2022.

Both open houses are 
free to attend; however, 
an entrance fee of $7 
per vehicle with Indiana 
license plate and $9 per 
vehicle with out-of-state 
plate applies for Payne-
town SRA.

Questions should be 
directed to the Payne-
town Activity Center at 
(812) 837-9967 or email 
jvance@dnr.IN.gov.

To view more DNR 
news releases, please see 
dnr.IN.gov.
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