< TODAY’S VERSE

Philippians 4:6 -7 Be careful
for nothing; but in every thing
by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known
unto God. And the peace of
God, which passeth all un-
derstanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.

= FACES
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Wabash College Professor Tim Lake
offered a bright smile when he ran
into one of our roving photographers
recently. Speaking of Wabash, the
Little Giants play Hiram College in
football at 1 p.m. at Little Giant
Stadium. Might be a good day to
catch a game!

< THREE THINGS
You Should Know:

Local residents, along with
1members of the Montgomery

County Democrat Party and
others, are invited to join family
and friends of 5th Congressio-
nal District Democrat nominee
Jeannine Lee Lake, who will be
at the Crawfordsville Pizza Hut at
12 p.m., noon on Tuesday, Nov. 1
for a meet and greet lunch. Lee
Lake - who was born in Indianap-
olis and grew up in Crawfordsville
- is the daughter of the late Rev.
Clarence and Mrs. Betty Lee and
the stepdaughter of longtime
Montgomery County resident
Veda (Miller) Lee. She is a 1987
graduate of Crawfordsville High
School and graduated from Ball
State University in 1992 with a
bachelor's degree in journalism.
To RSVP to the luncheon, text or
call (765) 212-7537, or email
jeannineleelake@gmail.com.

The Montgomery County
2Community Foundation will

host a campaign kickoff
event for the Montgomery County
Early Learning Center at 1:30
p.m. on Nov. 10. The event will be
held at 110 W. South Boulevard in
Crawfordsville. Since 2019, MCCF
has been focused on improving
early learning and child care op-
tions in Montgomery County. This
led to the formation of the Mont-
gomery County Early Childhood
Coalition, an initiative of MCCF, as
well as new resources for parents,
employers and providers. However,
a large part of the issue continues
to be accessibility. There are fan-
tastic providers in our community,
but not enough seats to serve all
of the children in need of care.
After county offices moved to the
new Government Center, the exist-
ing building on South Boulevard
was left vacant. This past Monday,
Commissioners Frey, Fulwider and
Guard agreed to donate the build-
ing to MCCF to convert into a new,
high-quality child care center pro-
jected to open in spring of 2024.
The kickoff event will introduce
plans for the center and launch a
public campaign. RSVP by Nov. 4
with Ellen Hedge at ellen@mccf-in.
org or by calling (765) 362-1267.

Dubliner Shane Gaffney was
3visiting New York City. It was

about 4 a.m. and he hailed
a taxi cab. John McDonagh, an
Irish American, was at the wheel,
according to the Association of
Mature American Citizens [AMAC].
Gaffney didn’'t have enough
money for his fare and so he gave
McDonagh an 10U, promising two
pints of Guinness at his parents’
pub if and when the taxi driver
might visit Ireland. It all happened
in 2013. But nine years later
McDonagh showed up at the pub
to claim his brews. Gaffney and
his mom and dad were waiting
for him as were reporters and
regulars. And behind the bar was
a “massive banner welcoming me,
said McDonagh.

”
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Ask Rusty - Why Don’t | Get Annual
Cost of Living Adjustments (COLA)?

Dear Rusty: 1 get a NET
amount of $210 from Social
Security plus get an alimony
check of $1,400. Other people
I know get a COLA increase
every year, but I was told I
am not eligible? But no reason
was given. Why am I not eligi-
ble? Signed: Struggling Senior

Dear Struggling Senior: Ev-
eryone who collects Social Secu-
rity receives the annual Cost of
Living Adjustment (COLA), so
whoever told you that you aren’t
eligible for a COLA increase
was incorrect. However, keep
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in mind that COLA is applied
to your gross Social Security
payment, not your net payment.
One thing which can happen,
especially to those whose Social
Security payment is small, is

Protect Senior Voters

By John Grimaldi

“If there was ever a se-
nior-centric election cycle, it’s
this year’s midterm elections;
older Americans will win big
or lose. It is critical that the
fastest growing segment of the
U.S. population, senior citizens,
protect their rights, particu-
larly their voting rights,” says
Rebecca Weber, CEO of the
Association of Mature American
Citizens (AMAC). To this end,
she announces that AMAC, its
AMAC Action advocacy team,
and the AMAC Foundation have
joined forces with The Ameri-
can Constitutional Rights Union
(ACRU) and ACRU Action to
ensure that elderly voters are
heard and protected. ACRU is
the nation’s leading advocate for
protection of vulnerable voters.

The evidence of real and tan-

gible fraud is growing according
to ACRU Board Members,
former Attorney General Edwin
Meese III and former Ohio Sec-
retary of State Ken Blackwell.
Their recent Townhall article
indicates that the problem is
widespread. “In Wisconsin, the
state assembly appointed a spe-
cial counsel to investigate vote
fraud in nursing homes after an
investigation by a county sheriff
uncovered evidence indicating
numerous cases of vote fraud in
a nursing home. Special Counsel
Michael Gableman, a former
Wisconsin Supreme Court
Justice, released a report this
year indicating ‘rampant fraud
and abuse occurred statewide’ at
Wisconsin’s nursing homes and
other residential care facilities.”
This mounting evidence led

< See VOTERS Page A9

What Happened
On This Day
* 1863 Eighteen countries
meet in Geneva and agree
to form the International
Red Cross
® 1929 The New York
Stock Exchange crashes
on Black Tuesday, begin-
ning the Great Depression
® 1994 Francisco Mar-
tin Duran fires over two
dozen shots at the White
House

that an increase to the Medicare
Part B premium may consume
your COLA increase. Here’s
an example of how that might

< See RUSTY Page A9

Scam Alert:
That’s Not
Your Mom
Texting!

Scammers have long used so-
cial media to impersonate people
you know and trust, but recently
they’ve been using a new tactic:
text messages with a spoofed

Births On This Day
* 1938 Ralph Bakshi
American director,
screenwriter and producer
* 1971 Winona Ryder
American actress

caller ID. This scam can be hard Deaths On This Day
to spot at first glance, so watch ¢ 1911 Joseph Pulitzer
out for the warning signs. Hungarian/American

How the scam works:

You get a text message that
shows up in your phone as from
“Mom” (or in other variations,
“Dad.”) According to the mes-
sage, “Mom” is at the store, but

politician, journalist,
publisher and founder of
Pulitzer, Inc.
® 2011 Jimmy Savile
English radio and televi-
sion host

< See TEXTING Page A9

Montgomery County Free
Clinic Names New Director

David W. Johnson has been
chosen as the first dedicated
chief executive for the Mont-
gomery County Free Clinic.
Mr. Johnson will work with the
board of directors to oversee
clinic operations, community
outreach, fundraising, as well as
nonprofit and medical practice
compliance measures.

He will lead over a dozen
volunteers and staff members to
fulfill the organization’s mis-
sion: to provide high-quality
medical and dental care to res-
idents of Montgomery County

< HONEST HOOSIER

Not sure which is scarier,
Halloween or the election!

< TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

Be consistent when disciplining
your children - they need know their
boundaries.

Today's health tip was brought to

you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to
catch his column each week in The
Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

< OBITUARIES

See Page A2

51246"00100

who lack insurance and would
otherwise go without basic
health care.

On accepting the position,
Mr. Johnson states, “I was
raised in a small town where
everyone knew each other and
where everyone helped their
neighbors. Having grown up in
an environment where service
to others was the norm, and
holding a passion for health
and wellness, the Montgomery
County Free Clinic is a perfect

SSee CLINIC Page A9
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The Paper appreciates all our customers.

oday, we'd like to personally thank
David Shaw
for subscribing!
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Photo courtesy of the MGFC
Pictured from left to right are board members Nancy Buck-

les, Jennifer Coyle and Donna Hendrickson as they accept the
$50,000 grant on behalf of the Free Clinic. Pictured on far right
is Cheryl Keim, Grants & Community Relations Director for the
Montgomery County Community Foundation.

< THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE

For Your Information

Looking for a part-time job that does not involve the words: Would You
Like Fries With That? The Paper of Montgomery County offers jobs that
include pagination and page design, basic clerical and even some pho-
tography and writing. We're looking for bright and eager people to join our
winning team! This could be the perfect job for part-time students all the
way up to Baby Boomers looking for something to do. Let us know you are
interested by sending an e-mail with your resume and a note telling us
what you love about newspapers to jobs@thepaper24-7.com.

< TODAY’S QUOTE < TODAY’S JOKE

“When witches go riding and black What happened when a boy
cats are seen, the moon laughs and vampire met a girl vampire?
whispers, ‘tis near Halloween.” It was love at first bite!

- Unknown
13 WTHR4 |

7 DAY FORECAST
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< OBITUARIES

Loretta L. Hunsinger Haas
October 27,2022
Loretta L. Hunsinger Haas, 89, of Lafayette and for-

merly of Wingate, passed away peacefully in her home
surrounded by family at 6:10 p.m. on Thursday, Oct.

27, 2022.

Arrangements are incomplete at Family and Friends

Funeral Home of Wingate.

Phillip Eugene Sorrels
June 12, 1937-October 26, 2022

Phillip Eugene Sorrels, age 85,
went to be with the Lord on Wednes-

day, Oct. 26, 2022.

He was born on June 12, 1937 in
Crawfordsville to Dwight and Bertha

(Douglas) Sorrels.

After graduating from Alamo High
School, Mr. Sorrels enlisted and
served his country in the U.S. Navy
from 1955 to 1958. Returning to the
Crawfordsville area, he married and
raised his family, attended Free-
dom Baptist Church, worked as a
hoist operator and retired from R.R
Donnelley & Sons with 37 years of
service. He resided the last few years
at the Indiana Veteran’s Home in

West Lafayette.

Mr. Sorrels was a stranger to no
one and made friends wherever he went, often meeting
up at the Snacker diner for breakfast and stories. He
remained close with childhood schoolmates throughout
his life and delighted in telling the same bad jokes to all,
as though each rendition was for the first time.

Survivors include his 4 children Greg (Christie) Sor-
rels of Lawrence, Debi Rose of New Ross, Scott (Carlet-
ta) Sorrels of North Carolina and Rachel (Alan) Metsker
of Crawfordsville; sister Nancy Graham of Washington;
2 nephews Doug (Pam) of Tennessee and Stuart (Mit-
zi) of Wash.; niece Laura Archer (Bob) of Wash.; 10
grandchildren Josh (Emmy) Sorrels, Mike Sorrels, Syd-
ney Wilmoth, J.D. Joseph, Ian Rose, Tammy Robbins,
Jill (Leo) Lara, Megan (Jason) Yoder, Elizabeth (Joe)
Zuk and Sarah Metsker; 14 great-grandchildren Emma,
Ethan, Kaiya, Aubrie, Atlanta, Kaidence, Kamarin,
Tristan, Mackenzie, Illiana, Leonardo, Joseph, Reming-
ton and Reagan; and great nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; grandson
Brayden Metsker; and great-granddaughter Joselyn

Sorrels.

Funeral services are scheduled to be held at 3 p.m. on
Wednesday, Nov. 2 at Hunt & Son Funeral Home with
visitation scheduled to begin at 1 p.m. Military rites and
burial at Oak Hill Cemetery North will follow.

Online condolences and memories may be shared at

huntandson.com

Garry Redmon
March 18, 1962-October 27, 2022

Garry Lee Redmon, 60, of Craw-
fordsville passed away peacefully
at home surrounded by family after
a difficult battle with cancer early
Thursday morning, Oct. 27, 2022.

He was born on March 18, 1962,
in Crawfordsville, son of Henry
Lee Redmon and Margaret Redmon

Caldwell.

Mr. Redmon graduated from North

Montgomery High School in 1981.
He married his high school sweetheart, Linda McCabe,
on Nov. 6, 1982, at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in San

Antonio, Texas.

Mr. Redmon enjoyed gardening, antiquing, collecting
coins and all things outdoors. He was an avid animal
lover and liked bird watching. He adored and cherished
his wife, children, and grandchildren. Mr. Redmon
began his career as a delivery driver for C&C Bakery in
San Antonio. He worked for Chesty (Potato Chips) as a
delivery driver, then at DeFouw Chevrolet as a sales-
man in Lafayette for many years before later working at

Ceres Solutions.

Survivors include his wife of 43 years Linda Redmon;
2 sons Seth (Bliss) Redmon and Ethan (Shelby) Redmon;
daughter Sommer (Carie); 5 grandchildren Gideon,
Julian, Krue, Kolbie and Ambrose; sister Carole (Bob)
Hawley; 2 brothers Ronald (Donna) Redmon and Brian
Redmon; and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; father- and
mother-in-law; and sister-in-law Leesa Redmon.

Visitation is scheduled to be held from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
on Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2022 at Burkhart Funeral Home.
Services are scheduled to begin at 1 p.m., led by Pastor
Mike Whitacre. After the service, Mr. Redmon will be
laid to rest at Oak Hill Cemetery South.

In honor of Mr. Redmon’s love for animals, the family
asks that memorial donations in his memory be directed
to the Animal Welfare League of Montgomery County,
1104 Big Four Arch Road, Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

Online condolences may be made at BurkhartFH.com.

Rokita Warns Hoosiers of
Fentanyl Disguised as Candy

Indiana Attorney
General Todd Rokita is
warning Hoosiers about
dangerous drugs being ille-
gally smuggled across the
southern borsder disguised
as candy.

With Halloween quickly
approaching, Rokita and
the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration are
alerting parents of a new,
deadly form of fentanyl
found at the border and
throughout the US. To dis-
guise this dangerous drug,
smugglers have hidden it
in brightly colored pills
that resemble Sweet Tarts.

“My role as attorney
general is to protect Hoo-
siers, especially the most
vulnerable among us,”
Rokita said. “To help keep

our children safe, monitor
the candy in your kids’
trick-or-treat bags.”

Fentanyl is an opioid
that is approximately 50
times more potent than
heroin and about 100
times more potent than
morphine. Therefore, even
consuming the smallest
amount could be deadly.

“This is yet another
example of the danger
tied to a porous border,”
Rokita said. “Under this
administration, all states
are border states. We are
sadly all at risk.”

Rokita advises parents
to only allow their chil-
dren to eat candy that is
commercially wrapped and
to check the candy for any
signs of tampering.

The Rev. Danny Paul Ryan
November 6, 1945-October 26, 2022

The Rev. Danny Paul Ryan,

76, of Waynetown, passed away
Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2022 at [U
Arnett Hospital surrounded by his
family.

He was born on Nov. 6, 1945 in
Crawfordsville to The Rev. Frank
and Grace Durham Ryan Sr.

On July 5, 1973 the Rev. Ryan
married Jane Jones. He worked for
Lifetime Gate as a truck driver.
He then retired from California Pellet Mill in 1992.
Following his retirement, he went on to jointly own,
with his wife Jane, DJ Enterprises, Ryan’s County Line
Lounge in Waynetown, The Waynetown Dari-Bar,
Cracker Barrel Restaurant of Waynetown, Dans 50°s
Ice Cream Shop in Hillsboro and the Spartan Inn in
Wingate.

The Rev. and Mrs. Ryan were Montgomery County
Special Olympics Coordinators beginning around 1980
for over 10 years. He loved his Special Children and
remained in contact with most of them.

He was a past member of the Waynetown Masonic
Lodge and a current member of the Waynetown Mer-
chants Association.

The Rev. Ryan became an ordained minister in 2003.
He loved the Lord and served Him unconditionally.

Survivors include his wife of 49 years Janes Jones;

2 sons Danny Paul (Lisa) Ryan II and Dr. J. Michael
(Alex Guerrero) Ryan; step-daughter Kristy Crews; 6
grandchildren; numerous great-grandchildren and one
great-great grandchild on the way.

He was preceded in death by his parents; son Ste-
phen; and 2 brothers Frank Ryan Jr. and Patrick Ryan.
Funeral Services are scheduled to be held at 2 p.m.

on Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022 at Hunt & Son Funeral
Home with the Rev. Kelvin Copas officiating. Inter-
ment will follow in the Waynetown Masonic Cemetery.
Visitation is scheduled to be held from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
on Tuesday at Hunt & Son.

Online condolences and memories may be shared at
huntandson.com

< Letters

Reader Voices
Concern Over
Solar Parks and
Contamination

Dear Editor,

I am writing to voice
safety concerns about mas-
sive 10-plus-square mile
solar parks.

If you have a well dug
you have to grout the
upper 15 feet of the casing
usually with Bentonite.
The reason for this is
ground water contamina-
tion into the aquifer. When
Bentonite gets wet it swells
up many times its original
size. This acts as a gasket
between the casing and the
soil, preventing any water
leaching past.

One major public safety
concern with solar panels
is the enormous number
of poles driven 12 to 15
feet into the ground. This
will give ground water and
herbicide a free ride into
the water table. There are
many wells in the areas of
proposed solar farms that

are 25 feet deep and water
levels at only 15 feet that
would be contaminated.
Also since the ground wa-
ter with residual herbicide
will get to 15 feet without
being filtered as it normal-
ly would, it can get below
even a properly grouted
well.

I had a 360 foot well
that was not grouted
properly and had it get
contaminated by ground-
water. Once water gets
to the casing it follows it
straight to the bottom. A
lot of peoples’ wells are
at or near their property
lines. In this case the solar
panels could be as close as
50 feet. We don’t want to
wait and address all this
after we have an increase
in health problems and
cancer diagnosis.

Brian Sillery
Ladoga

Help and Protect the Blood Supply
by Donating to the Red Cross

The American Red
Cross is urgei blood do-
nors of all types and those
who have never given be-
fore to book a time to give
blood or platelets now and
help keep the blood supply
from dropping ahead of
the holidays.

People of all blood types
are needed, especially
platelet donors and those
with type O blood - blood
products that are critical to
keeping hospitals ready to
help patients depending on
transfusions in the weeks

e
Blood Donor App, visit
RedCrossBlood.org, call 1
(800) 733-2767 or enable
the Blood Donor Skill on
any Alexa Echo device to
make an appointment or
for more information. All
blood types are needed to
ensure a reliable supply for
patients

ahead. A blood donor card or
Book now by using the driver’s license or two oth-
Red Cross Blood Donor er forms of identification

App, visiting RedCross-
Blood.org or calling 1
(800) 733-2767. As a
thank-you for taking the
time to give this fall, all
who come to give betwee
Nov. 1-22 will receive a
$10 e-gift card by email
to a merchant of choice.
Details are available at
rcblood.org/perks.

How to Donate Blood:

Simply download the
American Red Cross

are required at check-in.
Individuals who are 17
years of age in most states
(16 with parental consent
where allowed by state
law), weigh at least 110
pounds and are in gener-
ally good health may be
eligible to donate blood.
High school students and
other donors 18 years of
age and younger also have
to meet certain height and
weight requirements.

y | DButch Buys
Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL

[ will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger,
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others
Call me anytime for a free estimate !!

John “Butch” Dale (765) 404-1354

American
Red Cross

Blood and platelet do-
nors can save time at their
next donation by using
RapidPass to complete
their pre-donation reading
and health history ques-
tionnaire online, on the
day of their donation, be-
fore arriving at the blood
drive.

To get started, follow the
instructions at RedCross-
Blood.org/RapidPass or
use the Blood Donor App.

Amplify Your Impact
by Volunteering:

Another way to support
the lifesaving mission of
the Red Cross is to become
a volunteer blood donor
ambassador at Red Cross
blood drives. Blood donor
ambassadors help greet,
check-in and thank blood
donors to ensure they have
a positive donation expe-
rience.

Volunteers can also
serve as transportation
specialists, playing a vital
role in ensuring lifesaving
blood products are deliv-
ered to nearby hospitals.
For more information and
to apply for either position,
contact 1 (888) 684-1441
or visit redcross.org/volun-
teertoday.

About the American
Red Cross:

The American Red
Cross shelters, feeds and
provides comfort to victims
of disasters; supplies about
40% of the nation's blood;
teaches skills that save
lives; distributes interna-
tional humanitarian aid;
and supports veterans,
military members and their
families. The Red Cross
is a nonprofit organization
that depends on volunteers
and the generosity of the
American public to deliver
its mission.

For more information,
visit redcross.org or Cruz-
RojaAmericana.org, or go
their Twitter account at @
RedCross.

William Clark Dale
7659181773

william dale@expraalty.com
wvew. exprealty com

5 DAYS ONLY!

Shop more than 300+ booths for unique Christmas
gifts for everyone on your list, from holiday décor,
apparel, toys, treats and more!

GIRLS NIGHT OUT: ENJOY
MUSIC, DRINKS AND
SHOPPING WITH FRIENDS ON
WEDNESDAY NIGHT FROM
4-8 PM!

NOV. 9-13

ChristmasGiftandHobbyShow.com

1 @christmasGiftAndHobbyShow [0] @GiftAndHobbyIND

MARKETPLACE | EVENTS

VISIT WITH SANTA SEATED
NEAR THE ENORMOUS, LIVE
CHRISTMAS TREE WITH

THOUSANDS OF TWINKLING
LIGHTS & BEAUTIFUL DECOR

& TAKE A FESTIVE SELFIE
WITH THE JOLLY FELLOW.

INDIANA STATE
FAIRGROUNDS &
EVENT CENTER

Dreaming
ofa
new home

Valid on adyance

d a _
only through ﬁ;‘g/;gm:ss;o,,

find it here!
thepape
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County Commissioners Hear You

As many of you know, Montgomery County is being considered as a possible location for solar energy
sites. During this exploratory time, your Montgomery County Commissioners believe it is important to
gather as much information as possible on all sides of the solar energy question. Before any decisions are
made, the Montgomery County Plan Commission and the Montgomery County Commissioners have as

their primary goal finding the right and best answer for residents, or in other words, what makes the most
sense for Montgomery County in terms of the future, safety and overall direction? Below are some of the
questions that have been asked and the answers we have learned so far. Thank you all for your input!

Your County Commissioners encourage you to continue the conversation. We are listening!

Q: ‘What are County Officials doing to address
concerns about Commercial Solar Energy Sys-
tems?

A: Many members of the public have contacted
County Officials regarding this important issue.
Some citizens want to lease their land to solar de-
velopers in order to capture the economic benefits
available to landowners. Some citizens oppose these
developments. In August 2022, the Board of Com-
missioners adopted text amendments to the Zoning

Ordinance which provided for enhanced setbacks and

other changes designed to protect adjacent, non-par-
ticipating landowners. Currently, the Plan Com-
mission will continue to review the issues and may
propose to the Board of Commissioners additional
text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.

Q: Is the County providing economic develop-
ment incentives to the solar developers?

A: No. InJune 2022, Cold Spring Solar, LLC
requested tax abatement for its project, but the
County Council denied this request. No other
requests for such incentives have been received by
County Officials.

Q: Can the County prohibit commercial solar
energy systems?

A: No, but it can consider changes to its Zoning
Ordinance to restrict where the projects may be
located, under what conditions such projects are
allowed, and what process must be used for such
approvals. These are the types of matters the Plan
Commission is considering at this time.

Q: Who decides this issue?

A: The Board of Commissioners. The Plan
Commission is advisory, and this means that it
makes recommendations to the Board of Commis-
sioners regarding possible changes to the text of
the Zoning Ordinance.

Q: What is the timetable for consideration of
changes to the text of the Zoning Ordinance?

A: If the Plan Commission makes a recommen-
dation to the Board of Commissioners for text
amendments, the Board of Commissioners will
consider those proposed changes approximately 30
days after the Plan Commission certifies its recom-
mendation to the Board of Commissioners.

Q: Does the public have the right to be heard on
such text amendments?

A: Yes. The public has the right to speak at

both the Plan Commission meeting when the text
amendments are considered and the Board of Com-
missioners’ meeting when the text amendments are
considered.

Q: Are there restrictions on how far the County
can go in regulating Commercial Solar projects?

A: Yes. There are several state law limitations and
state and federal constitutional restrictions which ap-
ply to County planning and zoning. In its regulation
of commercial solar projects, the Board of Commis-
sioners must comply with these laws and restrictions.

Q: The Comprehensive Plan indicates that the
preservation of prime farmland is one of the prima-
ry purposes of planning and zoning in Montgomery
County. Does the Comprehensive Plan require the
Board of Commissioners to take action to preserve
prime farmland and protect it from solar projects?

A: No, the Comprehensive Plan is a statement of
objectives for future development, a statement of
policy for land use development, and a statement of
policy for the development of public ways, public
places, public lands, public structures, and pub-
lic utilities. The Plan is a vision for land use and
development in the County. Although the Com-
prehensive Plan is a very important guide to land
use policy, it is simply one of five factors the Board
of Commissioners must consider when making
amendments to the text of the Zoning Ordinance.
These five factors are (1) the comprehensive plan,
(2) the current conditions and the character of
current structures and uses in each district, (3) the
most desirable use for which the land is adapted,
(4) the conservation of property values through-
out the jurisdiction, and (5) responsible develop-
ment and growth. The law requires the Board of
Commissioners to consider the totality of all five
factors. No one factor controls the decision.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
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SERVIGE DIREGCTORY

AUTOMOTIVE

AFFORDABLE
AUTO SERVICE

"TheTire Professionals”

Monday - Friday
8:30AM - 5:30 P OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
114 N. Water St. o Crawfordsville
(765) 364-0584
419 Lafayette Avenue Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm
. Saturday 8 am - Noon
Crawfordsville pompstire.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

W
MUSE

i-learing and Cooling

+ Service On All Makes & Models
+ Free Estimates on New Installs
+ Family Owned Since 2008
¢ High Quality Service » Install & Repairs

163-922-4116

Roachdale, IN
WWWMUSEHEATINGANDCOOLING.COM

OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE RETAIL

[

6/INCH
M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm

SEAMLESS/GUTTER
INSTALLATION & REPAIR

TU & F 8 am-8 pm
SAT 8 am-5 pm

Leaf Guard and Snow
Closed Sunday

Guard Installation
169-433-1231

6492E850N
Waveland

Call us today!

165237625058

@n AND A ELI'I'I'EREH..-[@

CBD OILS ELECTRICAL

FLOORING

=N % =T 7]

Fri, Sat, Sun, & Mon
10to 5

600 E275 N
Marshall, IN

FEATURED BUSINESS

REDZWEEIN
@:‘J@fs ®
g

MERRELL.(Q

carhartt .

MEADOW SALES

BOOTS & CARHARTT

163-069-0711

1916 N. Nyesville Rd.
Rockville, IN

&ﬂ Burkhart

\ Funeral Home
STEELE'S

REMOOELING E CONSTRUCTION

NEW FLOORING INSTALLATIO

KITCHEN TNSTALLS
TRAVALL 201 West Wabash Ave,
NOW HIRING! Crawfordsville
steelesremodeling
andeonstruction.com (765) 362'5510

HOME SERVICES

CONTEACTORS
s

Asphalt Repair ¢ Pa
Seacoating o Pan

Al E T E LD

carhartt

MEADOW SALES

BOOTS & CARHARTT

163-569-0111

1916 N. Nyesville Rd.
Rockville, IN

1710 U§ 231§
(rawiordsville

163-301-9306

Contact our advertising department at 765-361-0100 ext. 1

to be included in our next Service Directory.
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FAITH

INCLUDE YOUR INFORMATION The Paper of Montgomery County is asking churches to send us church news by noon on Thursday. Information can be e-mailed to: churchnews@thepaper24-7.com

The following is a listing of church services and various programs that organizations around Montgomery County have sent The Paper. If you would like to have your church information included in this free listing, simply
e-mail it to churchnews@thepaper24-7.com by Monday for the Wednesday Print Edition.

FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday’s schedule will include Sunday School at 9:30 and morning
worship at 10:30 followed by a pitch-in dinner. After dinner there will
be a special service in which Pastor Roe will step aside and Bro. Keith
Harris will become the pastor. Meetings will continue with the Danfords
Monday through Thursday at 7 each evening.

The public is invited to all the services anytime but especially during our

revival with the Danfords. The location is 5113 S 200 W, Crawfordsville.
Or just five miles south of Crawfordsville on State Highway 47. For more
information call 866-1273 or visit www.faithbaptistcville.com.

NEW MARKET CHRISTIAN CHURCH

The Sanctuary as well as the Drive-in Parking Lot are open for Worship

held at 10:00 am. Tony Thomas will speak on “No Gods” His text is from

Deuteronomy 10:4 & Exodus 20:1-3.

SUNDAY SCHOOL begins at 9:00 am. COFFEE & DONUT FELLOWSHIP
is at 8:30 am the first Sunday of each month. The next fellowship is
November 6.

The worship service and Sunday school are open to everyone.

Southside Church
of Christ

153 E 300 South ¢ Crawfordsville

southsidechurchofchristindiana.com

Sundays:
Worship at 10:30 am

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7 pm

B

United Methodist Church
Dr. David Boyd

Christ’s

We’re here and we
can hardly wait
to see you
Sundays at 11 a.m.!

909 E Main Street « Crawfordsville
765-362-2383
christsumc(@mymetronet.net

View live and archived services on our FB page.
View archived only services
at christsumc.org.>video>livestream.

-'r LADOGA

Church Service at 10 am

24 West Elm Street * Ladoga

(765) 942-2019
ladogachristianchurch(@gmail.com
www.ladogacc.com

— — Friendship
" Baptist Church
1981 West Oak Hill Road * Crawfordsville
Romans 15:13
Follow us on Facebook

Sunday school 9:30 am
Church 10:30 am
Wednesday Bible Study 4 pm

There may be closures due to health concerns with the COVID-19 pandemic.

NEW MARKET FIRST BAPTIST

New Market First Baptist Church will hold their services this Sunday.
Worship services begin at 10:00 a.m. with Pastor Todd bringing the
message. Sunday School Classes and Holy Grounds will be at 9:00

a.m. Following the service, we will have our monthly business meeting.

Everyone is welcome to attend.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Sundays: Worship (Casual Traditional/Family Friendly/Childcare) - 10:15
am, Adult Faith Learning/Sunday School - 9:15 am, Good News Cafe -
9:15 am, Wednesdays: WOW! - Mid-week Youth Program (Grades 1-12)

- 4:30 - 7 pm, Faith Learning and Dinner, Rev. Darla Goodrich, We are
located at: 211 S. Walnut St. Crawfordsville IN 47933 Telephone: 765-
362-4812

YOUNG’S CHAPEL CHRISTIAN CHURCH

If contemporary worship is not your preference, then you Might
want to visit us. A small country Bible based church made up of
very friendly, compassionate, loving people. A church where every-
one knows everyone’s name. You will be warmly welcomed here.
Why not try us out? 4527 North 200 East, Crawfordsville Bible
Study 9:30 a.m. Worship 10:30 am.

,‘\ One Way
Pentecostal
n Apostolic Church

802 Mill St. » Crawfordsville

Pastor Steve Lee and his wife, Tamara,
invite you all to their spirit-filled church

Services
Sunday at 2 pm

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
7 pm

Saturday evening
(speaking spanish service)
at 7 pm

)\ New Market
n Christian
Church

300 S. Third Street « New Market
(765) 866-0421
Dr. Gary Snowden, Minister

Sunday Worship at 10:00 am
in the Family Life Center
(Masks Encouraged)
or in the Parking Lot Tuned to 91.5 FM
No Sunday School at This Time

nmcc@sbcglobal.net e newmarketcc.org
Visit Us on Facebook

We Exist to Worship God,
Love One Another &
Reach Out to Our Neighbors

o o i

Liberty Chapel Church

Phil 4:13

Church Services:

Sunday School 9 am
Church 10 am

Wednesday Children’s Awana
Program
6 pm-8 pm

e ol W i}

Garfield Apostolic
Christian
4485 E 300 N ¢ Crawfordsville

Services
Sunday at 10 am

Tuesday Prayer Meeting
6 pm - 7 pm

Thursday Bible Study
6:30 pm - 8 pm

WOODLAND HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
468 N Woodland Heights Drive
Crawfordsville IN 47933-9689
Telephone Number: 765-362-5284
Fax Number: 765-362-6641
Lead Minister: Tim Lueking
Worship Minister: Wayne Wilkinson
Youth Minister: Bryson Feese

Worship Service Times for Sunday: Traditional service at 8:15a.m. & Con-
temporary service at 10:30a.m. All Sunday School classes at 9:30a.m.,
Children’s classes for birth to 5th grade at 10:30a.m. All services will

be streamed live on our live.whcc.us platform, Facebook, YouTube, and
Twitter.

Identity: Transformed by Christ

Part #4 “| Am Called to Do Great Things” - Matthew 5:13-16

NEW MARKET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Reverend William “Bill” Pike Office: 765- 866-0703 email: bill.pike@in-
umc.org. Please come join our small town church for a friendly church
service using hymnals and the rituals of church that you grew up with.

101 East Main Street, PO. Box 326, New Market, IN 47965.
Office Phone: 765-866-0703 www.newmarketumc.org
Facebook.com New Market United Methodist Church Indiana

Open Hearts--Open Minds--Open Doors  Sunday School 9:30 and
Worship Service 10:45

Hickory Bible Church
104 Wabash - New Richmond

Sunday Services:
Breakfast and Bible - 9:30

Church - 10:30

a small church
with a big heart!

Dr. Curtis Brouwer, Pastor
765-918-4949

Helping
people to
follow Jesus
and. love
everybody!

2746 S US Highway 231
Crawfordsville

e
ch

Services:
Thursday night at 6:30
Sunday mornings at 10:30

Both services are streamed

Linden United Methodist Church

,  Making disciples of esus Christ for the trassformation of the world

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM

in person or on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/LindenUnitedMethodistChurch

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Pastor Clint Fink
Email: lindenum@tctc.com

Website: lindenumchurch.org

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.”

SANCTUARY OPEN
L FACBOOKLNE | |
| i_  SndfWorip10:15ar

' lh‘ure '

v




The Paper of Montgomery County

pa e

Congregational Christian Church
“Be v blessing and be blessed”
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(f' EAST SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH

A]N

METH

TNITED

CHURCH

Follow in The Sun

212 E. Wabash Avenue
Crawfordsville
(765) 362-4817
www.cvfumc.org

S

2000 Traction Rd * Crawfordsville
765-362-1785
101 Academy Street * Darlington www.eastsidebe.com

765-794-4716 .
Services:

Sunday School at 9 am
Church at 10 am

Help and e thwoughv
dptruﬁvm love

Sunday School for all ages 9:30am
Worship 10:30am

Virtual services at 9:00 am
Can be watched on channel 3

You can find us on Youtube

All are welcome to join and
and Facebook

all are loved by God

Crossroads
Community

Church of the
Nazarene

Faith Baptist
Church

5113 S 200 W e Crawfordsville
(765) 866-1273 e faithbaptistcville.com

¢ NEW ROSS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The BRICK CHURCH on State Street

Sunday Worship 9:00 AM SUNDAY

9:00 AM: Small Group
10:15 AM: Worship
5:00 PM: Bible Study

Children’s Sunday School during Sunday Worship Sunday School 9:30AM

Sunday Morning 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Prayer Mtg Wednesday 7:00 PM

In person or on Facebook at

Facebook.com/NewRossUnitedMethodistChurch
WEDNESDAY

Pastor Dr. David Boyd 6:00 PM: Mid-week Service

Where chawch is s6ilL chawrchy
Worship Hywns
Bible Preaching

A

Fremont Strect Baptist Church
1908 Fremont St » Crawfordsville
Sunday school 9:30 am
Church 10:30 am
Sunday Evening 6 pm

John 3:16

117 E State Road 234 e Ladoga

“Making the World a Better Place” 765-866-8180

N Wootland Heilt
./ Chrisian Church

Invites you to join us as we welcome our new lead minister:
Dr. Tim Lueking
Beginning Sunday, February 28th, 2021

HOPE

CHAPEL

A& URITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

110 S Blair Street
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
www.hopechapelupci.com

Weekly Sunday Schedule:
Traditional Service - 8:15 AM
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 AM
Contemporary Service - 10:30 AM
Woodland Heights Youth (W.H.Y.) for middle schoolers
and high schoolers - 5-7 PM

Service Times:
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Visit us online at WHCC.US

Starting August 1:
10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship

Woodland Heights Christian Church
468 N Woodland Heights Drive, Crawfordsville
(765) 362-5284

“Know Jesus and Make Him Known”

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7 pm

Wednesday 6:30 Bible Study

Classifieds

Deadlines for next-day publication:
Line ads: 1 p.m. | Display ads 11 a.m.

165-361-0100 ext. 15 | class@thepaper24-1.com
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

2, 3 a0 4 bedroom homes,
Gontract Sales, Hooks
(763) 918-6700, (765 362:0185
'.'.".'.“.'E.T:IE'EE'.:INEE ”E 3I‘&.DZ|IT|

need ajob?

Find one in the classifieds.

Portable Oxygen

Concentrator May be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the

compact design and

long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call

877-930-3271

DISH Network. $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Giffj
Card. FREE Voice Remote

FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low As
$49.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic

eos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today
1-855-977-7069

Technology. Stream Vid-

High-Speed Internet. We
instantly compare speed,
pricing, availability to find

the best service for your
needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare
offers from top providers.

Call 1-844-961-0666

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take
your service with you
when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo!

1-877-327-0930

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site
will install your WIFI,
Doorbells, Cameras,
Home Theater Systems
& Gaming Consoles.

$20 OFF coupon

LIVE PAIN FREE
with CBD products
from AceWellness. We
guarantee highest quality,
most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products.
Softgels, Oils, Skincare,

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO
ACCIDENT? Let us

fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients!

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full
24/7 oxygen delivery.

Only 2.8 pounds.

New Starting Base
Pay - .60 cpm w/
option to make .70
cpm for Class A CDL
Flatbed Drivers,
Excellent Benefits,
Home Weekends, Call

DONATE YOUR
CAR TO CHARITY!
FAST FREE PICK-
UP-24 HR RESPONSE!
Help Children in Need,
Support Breast Cancer
Education/Prevention or

You may qualify for a
substantial cash award.
NO Obligation, NO
risk! We’ve recovered
millions. Let us help
you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920

your Home? Save
time & money,
connect with the Top
Agents in your area
to get more MONEY
and close FASTER!
Call 317-854-9781

Experts - Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and

learn how to get rid of your

timeshare! Free consultations.

Over 450 positive reviews.

Call 877-329-1207

Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE. $200.00
OFF 2 FREE Months!
1-855-408-3894

SITE provides FREE
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE
DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions ap-
ply. 888-715-8176

42537! (Restrictions \ggge‘?cprﬁ?ﬁTg)og%%n Call today f(‘)r aFREE | IFREE information Kit. | [800-648-9915 or www.| | Veterans. Tax Deduc-

apply) 855-668-0067 | | Now 833-226.3105 COHS“M%‘E- 4844‘517' Call 855-965-4916 boydandsons.com tion 844-820-9099
DIAGNOSED WITH Looking to SELL Wesley Financial Group, Never Pay For COMPUTER IS- Need Help with Fam-
LUNG CANCER? LLC - Timeshare Cancellation| (Covered Home Repairs SUES? GEEKS ON ily Law? Can’t Afford a

$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-4602
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability?
Appeal! If you’re
50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money
out of pockets! Call

Thinking about installing
a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-855-475-0534 today
to see how you can save
$1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier

1-855-995-4758

AT&T TV - The Best
of Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream
on 20 devices at once in
your home. HBO Max
FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) Call for
more details today! (some
restrictions apply) Call IVS

1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.

Affordable premiums
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease.
Policy will only be

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author™s Guide
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

DIRECTYV for $69.99/mo
for 12 months with CHOICE
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
fainment anywhere. One year
of HBO Max FREE. Directv
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.)
Call for more details! (some

restrictions apply)

Call 1-888-885-8931
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Strategists for both parties preview the races they think will be the most competitive on Election Day.

Competitive Races in the Indiana Statehouse

By Whitney Downard

Republican and Dem-
ocrat strategists alike are
buckling down in the final
weeks before Election
Day, targeting compet-
itive races in the House
Chamber with the hopes
of growing their parties’
influence at the Statehouse.

Similar to the Senate,
Republicans identified
several House Democrat
seats they’ve targeted to
flip but, unlike the other
chamber, Democrats seem
focused on offense as well.

Republicans take aim
at Democratic incum-
bents

Matt Huckleby, the
executive director of the
Indiana Republican Party,
suggested that a handful of
seats were no longer safely
Democratic, including
ones in southern and cen-
tral Indiana.

“The environment is bet-
ter for us,” Huckleby said.
“I feel pretty confident
(about keeping the cham-
ber supermajority). Our
candidates are taking every
race seriously and working
their tails off - some of
them are working harder
than they ever have.”

Republicans hold 71
seats to Democrats’ 29,
meaning the caucus can
conduct its business with-
out input or even participa-
tion from the Democrats.
To break that supermajor-
ity in the House, Demo-
crats would need to pick
up five seats.

But Huckleby believes
Republicans can grow
that number, pointing to
Republican Scott Hawkins,
a public school teacher,
challenging incumbent
Democrat Rita Flemings,

a retired OB-GYN, in

District 71.

Hawkins received
$40,000 from the House
Republican Campaign
Committee while Fleming,
who has held the Jeffer-
sonville district for four
years, was one of two
Democrats to get a contri-
bution, for $10,000, from
the Democratic House
Committee.

“I’m excited about
(Hawkins’) race and think
he has a good shot,”
Huckleby said.

Another competitive
contender to Huckleby
would be Rep. Terri
Austin, a Democrat who
represents Anderson, who
will face Republican Kyle
Pierce in November.

“There are others we’re
following and keeping a
real close eye on,” Huck-
leby said.

In a newly created
District 82 in Fort Wayne,
chances are Democrats
will be the winner but
Huckleby said his party
fielded a good candidate,
Davyd Jones.

“The Fort Wayne seat
isn’t a slam dunk for us,”
Huckleby said. “Jones has
really impressed us but
we’re looking at a very
competitive race there.”

Democrats target seats
in the doughnut counties

In the areas surrounding
Indianapolis, the “dough-
nut counties,” Democrats
have their eyes on several
races they believe could
erode away the Republican
supermajority in the House
Chamber.

Mike Schmuhl, the chair
of the Indiana Democratic
Party, said that pickup op-
portunities weren’t limited
to central Indiana but, in
particular, highlighted four
races he said were very

competitive:

¢ Democrat Victoria
Garcia Wilburn versus
Republican Fred Glynn in
House District 32

® Democrat Matt Mc-
Nally versus Republican
incumbent Jerry Torr in
District 39

® Democrat Jen Bass-Pa-
tino versus Republican
Becky Cash in District 25

¢ Democrat Joellyn
“Joey” Mayer versus Re-
publican incumbent Donna
Schaibley in District 24

“Those four races I
think are really com-
petitive and potential
pickup opportunities
for us,” Schmuhl said.
“That’s really the fastest,
most-changing terrain in
Indiana over the last few
years... All of those folks
are just fantastic candi-
dates, impressive people.”

District 32 hugs the
Hamilton County side of
the Marion County border,

with a sliver in Marion
County, and District 39
sits above it. District 25
covers parts of Boone and
Hendricks Counties while
District 24 is split between
Hamilton and Boone
Counties.

Abortion’s role in the
election

In the races against
Glynn and Torr, Schmuhl
anticipated that abortion
would play a large role.
He said that Torr’s vote
to ban the reproductive
healthcare procedure put
him “out of touch with
his constituents” and the
Democrats observed that
Glynn removed references
to abortion from his web-
site following his primary
election.

“What you’ve seen
in these races... is the
Republican candidates
backtracking or hiding
from their stances on that
issue,” Schmuhl said. “I

— — Waynetown Baptist

Church

Service; Sunday 10:30 am

Children’s Church
Casual Clothes, Everybody Welcome

Traditional and Comtemporary

Estate Auctions
Land/Real Estate Auctions
Farm/Machinery Auctions
Benefit/Charity Auctions

Call Matthew at (765) 299-3634

for all your auction needs!

Photo by Monroe Bush courtesy of the Capital Chronicle

think it shows that this
issue is a loser for them
and they don’t want to talk
about it; they don’t want to
address it.”

But Huckleby said he
believes the political winds
are in his party’s favor,
citing recent national poll-
ing that reported economic
concerns outweighed
abortion fervor.

“People across the
country, and even more
so in Indiana, are focused
on inflation and economic
security,” Huckleby said.
“Voters trust Republicans
on these issues.”

As with the Senate,
many aspiring Republican
lawmakers didn’t respond
to Indiana Right to Life’s
survey, as detailed in its
voter guide, especially
candidates challenging
Democrats in tough dis-
tricts.

But some candidates
in safer districts were

inclined to respond,
including Lorissa Sweet in
northeastern Indiana and
Julie McGuire in southern
Indianapolis. Both won a
“supports pro-life legisla-
tion” designation from the
organization.

McGuire received the
largest sum of money from
the House Republican
Campaign Committee,
$532,000, but the bulk of
that spending came during
the primary election when
she defeated incumbent
GOP Rep. John Jacob.

Indiana Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom,
a network of news bureaus
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3)
public charity. Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle maintains edi-
torial independence. Follow
Indiana Capital Chronicle on
Jfacebook.com/IndianaCapi-
talChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

Service times:
10:02 am on Sundays

Wednesday night prayer meeting
at 6:30 pm.

vinechurchlife.org

A family for everyone

Hours:
Mon-Fri
8 AM-4 PM

River Rock

Please call

Boulders

Conrad Perry Company
Gravel & Rock Quarry

3677 S Silver Island Rd * Kingman, Indiana

(765) 299-3634

for price & availability

rucking available!
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Photo by Leslie Bonilla Muiiz courtesy of the Indiana Capital Chronicle

Sen. Fady Qaddoura (D-Indianapolis) at a Housing
Task Force meeting this past Thursday.

Photo by Leslie Bonilla Muiiz courtesy of the Indiana Capital Chronicle

Housing Task Force Co-Chair Rep. Doug Miller
(R-Elkhart) at this past Thursday’s task force meeting.

Photo by Leslie Bonilla Muiiiz courtesy of the Indiana Capital Chronicle
A housing task force meeting this past Thursday.

Task Force Recommends State Cash, Bad
Landlord Crackdown to Ease Housing Crisis

By Leslie Bonilla Muiiiz

An interim study com-
mittee examining solutions
to Indiana’s housing crisis
on Thursday approved a
lengthy list of recommen-
dations for future legis-
lation — including state
funding for housing-related
infrastructure and a vague
pledge to hold account-
able negligent landlords
peddling “substandard”
housing.

There are 16 early-stage
ideas on the draft list.

But despite their broad
strokes and wide range, all
have the same goal: boost
housing in Indiana, said
Housing Task Force Co-
Chair Rep. Doug Miller,
R-Elkhart.

“This in no way, shape
or form has to be the
absolute definitive. We had
to take a 10,000-foot view
and decide, of all the issues
that were presented [at] the
task force, what can move
the needle?” Miller asked.

State could step in

Chief among those
solutions — and the most
likely piece of legisla-
tion to hit the Statehouse
come January, accord-
ing to Miller — is state
infrastructure financing,
through a revolving loan
fund or grants. Represen-
tatives for builders, buyers
and municipal governments

repeatedly emphasized
the financial strain posed
by water-sewer connec-
tions and other necessary
infrastructure in previous
meetings.

Rep. Cherrish Pryor,
D-Indianapolis, said the
loans and grants should be
targeted to the Hoosiers
that most need the help,
while Indiana Builders
Association President Paul
Schwinghammer said the
infrastructure support was
needed across the state
for a “broad spectrum” of
income ranges.

The tax force also
recommended raising a
1% construction cap on
residential tax increment
financing districts, with
some set of financial
guardrails. Representatives
for local governments and
builders previously said the
cap prevented the con-
struction of some housing
projects, especially larger
ones.

Sen. Fady Qaddoura,
D-Indianapolis, successful-
ly argued the cap should
be bumped up instead of
removed and that legisla-
tion should include some
financial management
restrictions. He also sug-
gested sunset clauses for
projects with bonds that
don’t require the default
25-year TIF lifespan cur-
rently in state law.

Another list item, tax
sale reform to prevent
out-of-state investors from
snapping up and misman-
aging cheap properties,
garnered wide support
among task force members
— with some caveats.

Pryor said she wanted
to ensure nonprofits that
might accumulate the prop-
erties have the resources to
follow through on rehabili-
tation. Habitat for Human-
ity Indiana State Director
Gina Leckron said her
nonprofit would welcome
a property cap or capacity
assessments.

Task force members also
sparred over local zoning,
permitting and inspection
recommendations.

What about renters?

Missing from an original
15-item list was consider-
ation for renters — espe-

cially those living in poorly

kept units — Qaddoura
said. He referenced an in-
famous New Jersey-based
nonprofit landlord facing
utility shutoffs, lawsuits
and ownership changes
over its affordable housing
in Indianapolis.

Indiana Attorney General

Todd Rokita, a Republi-
can, tried his own hand at
a lawsuit in 2021 but was
rebuffed by the Marion
County Superior Court.
Rokita has asked lawmak-
ers to expand his authority

COur doctons tell us to watch cur
cholestencl, sugar, exexcise and mose

Are you ready to jumpstart your healthy lifestyle?

Heealthies can help!

Healthy[SmoothiesglEneroyjreaseliced(Cotiees
Visit us today at 109 S. Washington Street in Crawfordsville

HEALEHTESS

pfordsy

Monday 7:00 am - 5:00 pm
Tuesday  7:00 am - 5:00 pm
Wednesday 7:00 am - 5:00 pm
Thursday 7:00 am - 5:00 pm
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to pursue litigation against
nonprofit landlords, for
which Qaddoura advocat-
ed.

“These buildings that
we’re currently having
problems with, they were
brand new at one point,”
Qaddoura said. “So the
problem is that we’re
shooting ourselves in the
foot if we are just allowing
new developments to go in,
incentivizing that, and then
10 years down the road,
tenants live in horrible con-
ditions. [Then] we say we
have a shortage of supply
of affordable units. I see
the connection.”

Task force Co-Chair
Sen. Linda Rogers,
R-Granger, was initially
reluctant. She said the
task force was intended to
streamline new construc-
tion rather than existing
rental units, and that the
topic hadn’t been discussed
enough in committee.

Miller later clarified
to the Capital Chronicle
that the group’s mandate
included “all of the above”
housing options, while
other committee members
acknowledged during the
meeting that bad landlords
had previously been a topic
of conversation.

“Every responsible
corporate landlord should
get the support of the state
of Indiana,” Qaddoura said

in impassioned remarks. “I
don’t understand the hesita-
tion of going after negli-
gent, irresponsible people
who violate our laws.”

The task force agreed
to adopt broad language,
“Address substandard
housing,” as its sixteenth
recommendation.

But Miller also said
it would likely take the
most time to develop into
legislation.

“I think we’ve really got
to work hard to pull the
private sector partners in
on the conversation and
ask hard questions like,
‘What’s preventing you
from addressing these
issues?’ ‘Is there anything
that the government can do
to help those those issues
don’t exist?'” Miller said.

Another more compli-
cated recommendation, he
said, was one on financial
literacy for prospective
homebuyers and homeown-
ers.

Indiana Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom,
a network of news bureaus
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3)
public charity. Indiana
Capital Chronicle maintains
editorial independence. Fol-
low Indiana Capital Chronicle
on facebook.com/IndianaCap-
italChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

Want MORE?

The Indiana Housing Task
Force has made a series
of 16 recommendations
for Indiana’s housing
crisis. On top of those
listed in the article,

the task force also
recommended:

- Brownfield redevelopment
support

-Tax incentives

- Appraisal anti-
discrimination education
- Fund appraisal gaps

- READI program grant
support

- Renovation and repair
help

- Statewide building code
adoptions

- Manufactured housing in
legislation

- Oppose new taxes on
housing

< Meeting Notice

Montgomery County
Health Board

The Montgomery Coun-
ty Health Board will meet
on Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2023
at 6 p.m. at the Montgom-
ery County Government
Center, 1580 Constitution
Row Ste. G, Crawfords-
ville, Ind.
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A LEADER WHO LISTENS
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A Proven Record of
Leadership in
Our Community

» Retired Executive Officer
and President of Chase
Bank

* Montgomery County
Planning Commission

* Montgomery County Board
of Zoning Appeals

¢ lvy Tech Community
College Advisory
Committee

* Montgomery County
Community Foundation

* Indiana West Advantage
Economic Development
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Steve

I listen more than I speak. Working
together offers solutions for all sides.
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