
Only 349 shopping days until 
Christmas . . . and unfortunately, 
only eight months until we’ll likely 
see the first Christmas displays in 
stores.

Join Our Team!
Sagamore News Media is looking for talented sales people. 
Whether you sell by phone or in person, we want to talk with 
you. Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour and only go up from 
there.  If you have good sales skills, this might be the job you 
have been looking for. Sagamore News Media owns newspapers 
in Noblesville and Crawfordsville and feature award-winning 
work every day. Come be part of our team! Apply today by 
e-mailing resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com. We can’t wait to 
talk with you!

Montgomery County’s oldest locally owned independent newspaper

CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM

50¢
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OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Ronald Hatke
for subscribing!
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TODAY’S 
EDITION

“Develop success from failures. 
Discouragement and failure are 

two of the surest stepping stones 
to success.”

- Dale Carnegie
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Notes...................A2

Philippians 3:7-8 But what 
things were gain to me, those 

I counted loss for Christ. 
Yea doubtless, and I count 

all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 

whom I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may 

win Christ.

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Get an exercise partner and chal-
lenge each other to show up and to 

foster healthy competition.
Today’s health tip was brought 

to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 
to catch his column each week 

in The Paper and online at www.
thepaper24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1At last, we have the secret 
for a long and happy mar-
riage, says the Association 

of Mature American Citizens 
[AMAC]. With his wife of 80 
years, Edith Mae, at his side, 
Robert Schaum of Lancaster, PA 
said, it’s simple: “don't go to bed 
mad." They met in high school in 
1936, courted and got married 
the day after Christmas in 1942. 
Alas, in 1943, Robert shipped 
out to the Pacific theater of World 
War II at the behest of Uncle 
Sam. The pair of 102-year-olds 
have two kids and a very happy 
marriage. Alas, what they don’t 
have is the record for the longest 
marriage; it was set by Herbert 
and Zelmyra Fisher of North 
Carolina.  According to the folks 
at the Guinness Book of World 
Records, they were married for 
nearly 87 years until Herbert 
passed away at the age of 106.

2The Indiana Department of 
Transportation announces 
updates to the I-65 Added 

Travel Lanes (ATL) project in 
Tippecanoe County. Due to the 
contractor's schedule, the I-65 
southbound entrance ramp at 
State Road 43 is now expected 
to open on or after Friday, April 
14, weather permitting. Crews 
will continue to work on this proj-
ect through the winter months, 
as the weather and temperature 
allows. Currently, work is hap-
pening on I-65 in both directions 
between S.R. 25 and W. 725 N., 
north of Lafayette. INDOT urges 
the public to be aware of narrow 
lanes for the duration of the 
project. Traffic is currently being 
shifted to the new inside lanes 
in both directions, while crews 
construct the outside lanes. Tem-
porary lane restrictions may be 
required throughout the duration 
of the project.

3Yesterday, Congresswoman 
Erin Houchin (R-Ind.-09) 
voted in support of the 

Family and Small Business 
Taxpayer Protection Act, H.R. 23, 
to stop the Biden Administra-
tion’s plan to hire 87,000 new 
IRS agents who would be used to 
increase audits on middle class 
families, spy on Americans’ bank 
accounts, and target conserva-
tives..

 OBITUARIES
None

 TODAY’S JOKE
A horse walks into a bar and the 
bartender looks up and says “hey.”
The horse nods and says “sure.”

Dylan Nevitt of Arab Pest Control 
was taking a break from work when 
one of The Paper’s roving photogra-
phers happened along. Thank you 
for your smile Dylan!

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:09 a.m.
SET: 5:41 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 51 °F
Low: 34 °F

Today is......
• Peculiar People Day
• Save the Eagles Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1812 The first steamboat 
on the Ohio River or the 
Mississippi River arrives 
in New Orleans, 82 days 

after departing from 
Pittsburgh

 • 1901 The first great 
Texas oil gusher is dis-
covered at Spindletop in 

Beaumont, Texas

Births On This Day
• 1945 Rod Stewart

English/Scottish sing-
er-songwriter

• 1949 George Foreman
American boxer

Deaths On This Day
• 1971 Coco Chanel

French fashion designer 
and founder of the Chanel 

Company
•2016 David Bowie

English singer-songwriter, 
producer and actor

JOHN MARLOWE
Columnist

John O. Marlowe’s column 
won’t appear this week. The 
award-winning writer is on 
break.

John O. Marlowe is an 
award-winning columnist for 
Sagamore News Media.

Taking A Break

Photo courtesy of  Athens Arts

Butch Says Sometimes 
You Only Get One Chance

Make A 
Tapestry At 
Athens Arts

A weaver usually uses a 
loom to weave. Another way to 
weave is build a DYI cardboard 
loom. What about chair legs? 
Athens Arts is going to teach 
you how to make a tapestry 
using chair legs as a loom!

Come the join art classes 
at Athens Arts in 2023 star-
ing with this fun filled class. 
The instructor will provide all 
supplies needed for students to 
create a wall tapestry to take 
home and enjoy.

Class will be on Thursday, 
Jan. 12, 2023. Choose either an 
afternoon session (1-3  p.m.) 
or an evening session (6-8 
p.m.). Class is open to anyone 
12 years and older. Cost is 
$35. Classes meet at Athens 
Arts, 216 E. Main Street, 
Crawfordsville, IN.

To reserve a spot for the Jan-
uary 12 class, stop by Athens 
Arts Thursdays and Fridays 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. or on Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or 
call 765.362.7455 and leave a 
message. Credit card charges 
will apply.

Come be pART of it!
This project in part is made 

possible through funds from 
The Arts Federation (TAF) via 
the Biden-Harris Administra-
tion’s American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) allocation to the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA).

What will this year bring? No 
one knows for sure. We can’t 
predict the future. I always try 
to stay positive, even when cir-
cumstances dictate otherwise. 
I witnessed so many tragic 
situations during my years as 
a deputy and county sheriff 
that today I appreciate all of 
the little things in life. Those 
of you who have recovered 
from a life-threatening illness 
or accident may feel the same 
way. Walking my dog down 

the road in the evening, sitting 
on our back deck and watching 
the black and yellow finches eat 
from the feeder, mowing our 
lawn on a bright sunny day, 
reading a good book after the 
evening meal…well, you get the 
picture…such things as these 
are often taken for granted. I 
have started to notice life’s sim-
ple pleasures more and more, 
and when you reach my age, 
you are glad to still be around 
and in good health. Seven of 
my high school classmates (out 
of a graduating class of 32) are 
no longer with us. Many of the 
boys who I competed against in 
sports have passed on. I don’t 
dwell on those sad thoughts, 
but they are floating around in 
my mind. I don’t become de-
pressed, because I always look 
to the future. But I realize that 
sometimes I may only get one 
more chance…

…one chance to hear what a 
child or teenager wants to tell 
me

BUTCH DALE
Columnist

Upcoming Class For 
Landowners And Farmers

Do you own land that you 
cash rent out to a local farmer 

or are you the 
farmer that 
farms rented 
land? Do you 
want to learn 
more about 
contracts for 
the cash-rent 
agreement 
and other ar-
rangements?

Wednes-
day nights, 

Jan. 18- Feb. 8, at 5:30 - 8:30 
p.m. at the 4-H Exhibit Hall. 
The Power of Information and 
Open Conversation: A Land 

Leasing Series for Women in 
Agriculture program is a Risk 
Management Education funded 
grant between Kansas, Nebras-
ka, and Indiana that focuses on 
land lease basics, written lease 
agreements, landlord-tenant 
communication, negotiations, 
and conservation that is open to 
all, not just women.

Dinner will be provided at all 
classes and served at 5:30 p.m. 
Thanks to Hoosier Heartland 
State Bank for sponsoring the 
meals! Register online for the 
class at puext.in/PowerOfNe-
gotiation

See BUTCH Page A5

See CLASS Page A5

TRICIA HERRPurdue 
Extension Office
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Butch Buys 
Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL
I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

 Meeting NotesWitham Health 
Services Receives 2022 
Press Ganey Human 
Experience Guardian Of 
Excellence Award  

Witham Health Ser-
vices today announced 
that it has been named a 
2022 Human Experience 
(HX) Guardian of Excel-
lence Award winner by 
Press Ganey, the global 
leader in healthcare 
experience solutions and 
services. This award is 
part of Press Ganey’s 
annual ranking of the 
top hospitals and health 
systems in the country, 
according to performance 
in patient experience.

As a winner of the 
Press Ganey HX Guard-
ian of Excellence Award, 
Witham is in the top 5% 
of healthcare providers 
in delivering patient 
experience in the last 
year. Press Ganey works 
with more than 41,000 
healthcare facilities in its 
mission to reduce patient 
suffering and enhance 
caregiver resilience to 
improve the overall safe-
ty, quality and experi-
ence of care.

“By putting their 
patients and workforce 
first each and every day, 
Witham Health Services 
is demonstrating their 
unwavering commitment 
to their employees and 
to the communities they 
serve,” said Patrick T. 
Ryan, chairman and chief 
executive officer, Press 
Ganey. “The caregivers 
at Witham have inspired 
us with the compassion, 
empathy and human 
connection they bring to 
the clinical healthcare 
setting. We are honored 
to partner with them 
as we celebrate their 
achievement.”

“While we’re proud to 
have won this award, we 
know the true winners 
are our patients – with 
access to doctors who 
listen, nurses who care 

and exceptional medicine 
close to home. Witham 
Health Services ER in 
Whitestown at Anson, 
proudly exceeding ex-
pectations – every day, 
for every patient.” said 
Kelly Braverman, presi-
dent and chief executive 
officer, Witham Health 
Services.

To learn more about 
Witham Health Services 
visit www.witham.org.

About Press Ganey 
Press Ganey, the 

leading Human Expe-
rience (HX) healthcare 
performance improve-
ment company, offers an 
integrated suite of solu-
tions that address safe-
ty, clinical excellence, 
patient experience and 
workforce engagement. 
The company works 
with more than 41,000 
healthcare facilities in its 
mission to reduce patient 
suffering and enhance 
caregiver resilience 
to improve the over-
all safety, quality and 
experience of care. Press 
Ganey is a PG Forsta 
company.

About Witham
Witham Health Ser-

vices is proud to be part 
of the growth and vitality 
throughout Boone Coun-
ty and the surrounding 
communities.

Our mission is to 
improve your health 
through excellence and 
personalized care. Every 
day, our experienced 
and compassionate staff, 
combined with our state-
of-the-art technology, 
bring exceptional health 
resources to patients and 
their families – all close 
to home. 

Witham has offic-
es in Crawfordsville, 
Frankfort, Jamestown, 
Lebanon, Thorntown, 
Whitestown at Anson and 
Zionsville.

At Witham Health 
Services, we feel called 
to care for our neigh-
bors; supporting them to 
live healthy, active lives 
and helping them heal 
in times of injury and 
illness. To learn more 
about our mission, our 
values and vision, visit 
www.witham.org.

Montgomery 
County Board of 
Commissioners 

Meeting
Jan. 9, 2023
 Consent Agenda             

Approved
Approval of Claims:  

Dec. 27, 2022 to Jan. 9, 
2023

Payroll 12/30:  
$390,481.19

Accounts Payable: 
$2,317,367.81

Minutes:  Dec. 27, 
2022

Acknowledgement 
of Notice to Proceed 
- Bridge 63, 66 & 175 - 
Highway Director Jake 
Lough

Highway Director Jake 

Lough has signed the 
documents for the Notice 
to Proceed on the designs 
for Bridge 63 (300S), 66 
(625E) and 175 (550E).  

New Business
Tom's Marine - Re-

quest to close roads 
during Ironman Events

Approved.
Road closures on 200 

South and 200 West for 
two upcoming events at 
Ironman Raceway.  The 
road closures will occur 
on May 6th & 7th and 
Oct. 20th & 22nd.  

2023 Section Corner 
Perpetuation Contract - 
Amy Woodall

Approved.
Agreement between 

Surveyor Tom Cummins 
and Contract Surveyor 

Amy Woodall.  Counties 
are required to maintain 
a section corner refer-
ence book and to annual-
ly check and reference at 
least 5% of all corners. 
Contract is for the south-
ern half of a portion of 
Brown Township.

Approval of Order 
Establishing Precincts - 
Clerk Karyn Douglas

Approved.
Changes of the precinct 

lines will include all of 
the new annexations from 
the City.  This change 
in precinct line will not 
affect voters. 

 Affidavit of Construc-
tion Fund Disbursement 
Request & Deposit - Pay 
App #2 - $4,030,718.63

Approved.

Invoice of 
$4,030,418.63 from 
Indiana American Water 
Company for the Nucor 
water extension project.

It will be paid from 
the Taxable Economic 
Development Revenue 
Bonds of 2022 (IAW/
CSX Project)

2023 Board & Com-
mission Appointments      

Plan Commission – 
Tom McClamroch

Security Commit-
tee-Judge Darren Chadd

Resolutions
Resolution 2023-1:  

Declaring Certain Prop-
erty to be Worthless and 
Authorizing Disposal

Approved.
2007 Ford Expedition - 

Coroner's office

 Meeting Notes
Crawfordsville 
District Public 

Library
Board of Trustees Meet-

ing Notice and Agenda
Jan. 12, 2023, at 4 p.m.
Conference Room
A. Board of Finance – 4 

p.m.
The local officers 

designated as members of 
the board of finance shall 

meet after the first
Monday and on or 

before the last day of 
January for the following 
reasons:

1. to elect a president 
and secretary [IC 5-13-7-
6] for Board of Finance;

2. to receive and review 
the investment officer's 
report on investments [IC 
5-13-7-7];

and
3. to review the overall 

investment policy of the 
library [IC 5-13-7-7].

B. Monthly Business 
Meeting of the Board of 
Trustees – 4:05 p.m.

• Call to order
• Public Comments
• Minutes – action
• Claims – action
• Reports: Main Street, 

Park Board
• Old Business
• Director’s Report
• Financial Reports

• New Business
o Review of Internet 

and Computer Use Policy 
– action

o Quotes for Carnegie 
Museum Gutter Repair – 
action

o Health Insurance 
Renewal for 2023/2024 – 
action

o Resolutions to Make 
End-of-Year Transfers – 
action

• Adjournment 

 Meeting Notes
Drainage 

Board Agenda
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 

2023 at 9:30 a.m.
Montgomery County 

Government Center, 
Community Meeting 
Room

1580 Constitution 
Row, Crawfordsville, IN 

47933
I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF AL-

LEGIANCE & PRAYER
III. REORGANIZA-

TION & SWEARING IN 
NEW MEMBER(S)

IV. ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS

V. ATTORNEY CON-
TRACT

VI. APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES

• Dec. 14, 2022 – 
Regular meeting

VII. OLD BUSINESS
• WILLIAM SHEL-

LEY #706 – Reconstruc-
tion update

• CLAUDE MOODY 
#583 – Discussion on 
reimbursement of engi-

neering costs
VIII. OTHER BUSI-

NESS
• Schedule hearing:
o JAMES GILLIL-

AND #519 – Assessment 
hearing

IX. NEW BUSINESS
X. PUBLIC COM-

MENT
XI. ADJOURNMENT

 Meeting Notes  Meeting Notes

Crawfordsville 
Community 

School 
Corporation

1000 Fairview Ave-
nue, Crawfordsville, IN 
47933 

Phone: 765-362-2342 
Fax: 765-364-3237

Notice of Special 

Meeting
The Crawfordsville 

Community School 
Corporation Board of 
Finance will meet on 
Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023, 
at 5:45 p.m. at Willson 
Developmental Pre-
school, 500 E Jefferson, 
Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
The public is invited to 
attend.

Crawfordsville 
Community 

School 
Corporation

1000 Fairview Ave-
nue, Crawfordsville, IN 
47933 

Phone: 765-362-2342 
Fax: 765-364-3237

Notice of Regular 

Meeting
The Board of School 

Trustees of the Craw-
fordsville Community 
School Corporation will 
meet for a regular meet-
ing on Thursday, Jan. 
12, 2023, at 6 p.m. at 
Willson Developmental 
Preschool, 500 E Jeffer-
son, Crawfordsville, In-
diana 47933. The public 
is invited to attend.

Sagamore News Media owns newspapers in 
Noblesville and Crawfordsville and 

feature award-winning work every day. 
Come be part of our team!

Apply today by e-mailing resume to 
jobs@thepaper24-7.com.

We can’t wait to talk with you!

Sagamore News Media is 
looking for talented 

sales people!
Whether you sell by phone or in person, 

we want to talk with you!
 Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour 

and only go up from there. 
 If you have good sales skills, this might 

be the job you have been looking for.

There is no cap on earnings and 
multiple people in the past have 

earned $50,000, $60,000 and 
beyond – all the way into six figures.

THE PAPER
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Holcomb Feeling Stronger Every Day Being The Official 
Town Dog Ain’t EasyWhen my State Affairs 

Indiana colleague Kaitlin 
Lange asked Gov. Eric 
Holcomb what he was 
playing on his Spotify 
music list, he responded, 
"Feeling Stronger Every 
Day” by the legendary 
rock band Chicago.

It was a revealing 
answer because after 
U.S. Sen. Mike Braun 
announced he would seek 
the open governor's seat 
in 2024, I began asking 
Republican Party chairs 
for potential candidates 
for Senate. Hardly any 
prominent GOP county 
chairs or operatives saw 
Holcomb seeking the 
seat, with most expecting 
him to, as one put it, 
“find a great job in the 
private sector.”

After serving as deputy 
chief of staff to Gov. 
Mitch Daniels and then 
as Indiana Republi-
can chairman when he 
helped create a launch 
the current GOP jug-
gernaut that now dom-
inates Hoosier politics, 
Holcomb launched a 
bid for the U.S. Senate 
for the 2016 cycle. He 
was running third in the 
GOP primary when Gov. 
Mike Pence tabbed him 
to replace Lt. Gov. Sue 
Ellspermann. When Don-
ald Trump picked Pence 
as his running mate that 
July, Holcomb won a 
second-ballot Republi-
can Central Committee 
caucus. After a 106-day 
campaign he likened to 
"building an airplane in 
flight," Holcomb upset 
Democrat John Gregg. 
It's one of the more in-
teresting rises to stardom 
in Hoosier history.

Why wouldn't Hol-
comb, who won re-
election with a record 
number of votes in 2020, 
be at the top of insider 
Senate lists? Because 
as governor, he made a 
number of moves and 

restrictions during the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic that angered social 
conservatives. They 
delivered a swift rebuke 
during last June's Indiana 
Republican Convention, 
defeating Holcomb ap-
pointee Holli Sullivan for 
a full-term as secretary 
of state and opting for 
Diego Morales, who had 
accused the governor of 
"abusing" his power.

About six weeks later, 
in the wee hours of a hot 
August night, Holcomb 
signed SEA 1, the holy 
grail of true-believing 
conservative Republi-
cans. It became the most 
restrictive anti-abortion 
bill passed by a state 
legislature following the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s 
repeal of Roe. v. Wade 
on June 24. Proponents 
believe the new law will 
prevent more than 90% 
of Indiana abortions. 
“Following the overturn-
ing of Roe, I stated clear-
ly that I would be willing 
to support legislation that 
made progress in pro-
tecting life,” Holcomb 
said. “In my view, SEA 
1 accomplishes this goal 
following its passage in 
both chambers of the In-
diana General Assembly 
with a solid majority of 
support.”

Thus, Holcomb’s 
signature provided an 
interlude to a strange, 
strange year.

When State Affairs 
Indiana asked Holcomb 

during his year-end 
interview whether he 
was considering a Senate 
run, he responded, “Not 
right now. I’m not going 
to let anything interfere 
with my focus, and my 
focus right now is the 
budget session that’s 
upon us. I haven’t ruled 
anything out or in. I’ve 
told multiple people from 
different walks that have 
expressed an interest or 
asked me to think about 
something. I’ve literal-
ly told 100% of them 
the same thing so that 
if one talks to the other 
they will get the same 
response. If you need 
an answer now, I’m not 
your guy.”

Earlier this week, Gov. 
Holcomb unveiled his 
final biennial budget. He 
called it "transformation-
al" because it proposes 
to change the way public 
health is delivered in 
Indiana, and makes what 
he calls "historic invest-
ments" in K-12 education 
– including fully funding 
the cost of textbooks for 
Indiana students and new 
literacy initiatives. He is 
seeking an 8% increase 
in education spending 
and wants to raise aver-
age teacher salaries to 
$60,000.

He proposed increasing 
health spending by $120 
million in 2024 and $277 
million in 2025 per rec-
ommendations from the 
Governor's Public Health 
Commission, as well as 
a continued expansion 
of broadband to rural 
areas, more recreational 
trails, and another $500 
million for his Regional 
Economic Acceleration 
& Development Initia-
tive (READI) program 
that has ignited an array 
of community projects 
across the state.

And after another land-
mark report by the In-
diana Behavioral Health 

Commission during what 
is being termed a "crisis 
in mental health," Hol-
comb will seek an expan-
sion of the 988 Crisis and 
Suicide Lifeline services, 
$4.25 million to combat 
military veteran suicide, 
and will begin to invest 
$500 million in opioid 
settlement funds to create 
community substance 
abuse programs.

“By making last-
ing investments in our 
health, education and 
workforce we are build-
ing a stronger tomorrow 
for all Hoosiers,” Gov. 
Holcomb said. “First 
and foremost, we will 
protect our fiscal strength 
of Indiana by adopting 
our 10th straight honestly 
balanced budget which 
allows us to strategically 
prioritize public health, 
education, workforce, 
as well as economic and 
community development 
to elevate Indiana to the 
Next Level and provide 
citizens and their families 
the tools they need to not 
just survive but thrive for 
generations to come.”

His wish list comes as 
the state sits on a record 
$5 billion budget sur-
plus.

Holcomb for Sen-
ate? If Mitch Daniels, 
Holcomb’s long-time 
ally and mentor, decides 
against reviving his 
storied political career by 
seeking Richard Lugar's 
old Senate seat, perhaps 
the 54-year-old governor 
will consider a run. Sen-
ate nominees are chosen 
via primaries, not state 
conventions. A governor 
would be tough to beat in 
a primary.

The columnist is manag-
ing editor of Howey Politics 
Indiana/State Affairs at 
StateAffairs.com/pro/
Indiana. Find Howey on 
Facebook and Twitter @
hwypol.

BRIAN HOWEY
Howey Political Report

I don’t mind Boots. 
He just curls up quietly 
against my belly and 
stays put. But sleeping 
with Desdemona can 
be a bit unnerving. She 
snores. Sometimes she 
gets little bad dreams 
and scratches me, too. 
But hey, I get to come in 
out of the cold and sleep 
with Aunt Ada’s cats on 
her sofa, and a guy can 
tolerate a certain amount 
of cat snoring for that.

I was glad when I 
heard Aunt Ada puttering 
in the kitchen because 
I knew it was time to 
get up. After she let me 
out, she fed me, and 
let me tell you … that 
kibble was just as good 
this morning as it was 
yesterday. And then she 
petted me, called me her 
dear Billy, and let me out 
to do my rounds.

Don’t let anyone tell 
you being the official 
town dog is easy. Nos-
sirree. First, there are 
the kids. Me and Martin, 
the crossing guard, have 
to see them safely across 
the street and to school 
each morning. Must be 
band day, because I see 
a lot of instrument cases. 
Martin gets smiles from 
the children. I get smiles 
AND ear rumples, so 
what do you think of that!

Once those kids are 
safely across, the time is 
pretty much my own until 
the final bell rings in the 
afternoon. That would be 
after I get snacks at the 
back door of the Mule 
Barn and after my nap 

curled up against the 
brick wall of the drug-
store downtown. You 
ever notice how those 
bricks hold the sunshine 
in them? Better than that 
white wall on the news-
paper office.

This is a good day to 
stop by the Rest of Your 
Life retirement home and 
check on Pop Walker 
and Mabel Adams. Oh, 
I make the rounds and 
check on everybody, 
of course, but I have to 
admit those two are my 
favorites.

If today is band day 
at school, tomorrow 
will be sale day at the 
sale barn at the edge of 
town. That’s when the 
men bring their dogs in 
from the ranches to look 
at cows. They yell and 
talk funny. Not the dogs, 
of course. Getting your 
sniffing up to date is 
always a good thing.

Love, Billy

Give a great nose a 
helpful lift. Send a gift to the 
East Tennessee Bloodhound 
Rescue. etbloodhoundres-
cue.org.

SLIM RANDLES
Columnist

FEATURED 
BUSINESS

MEADOW SALES

765-569-0777
1916 N. Nyesville Rd.

Rockville, IN 

BOOTS & CARHARTT

AUTOMOTIVE

RETAIL

Contact our advertising 
department at 

765-361-0100 ext. 1
to be included in our next 

Service Directory.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

ELECTRICAL

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
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pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/31/23

VETERANS

FUNERAL SERVICES HOME SERVICES

HOME SERVICES

CONTRACTORS
PAVING & SEALING
812-498-8001
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Sealcoating • Painted Lines
Top quality work at affordable rates

Servicing churches, schools, commercial 
and residential customers
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARI-
TY! FAST FREE 
PICKUP-24 HR 

RESPONSE! Help 
Children in Need, 

Support Breast Cancer 
Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

Budget Has Big Ongoing, One-Time Obligations
By Whitney Downard

When drafting the 
state’s next budget, 
lawmakers will need 
to consider the state’s 
ongoing commitments 
and one-time obligations 
under the cloud of a 
potential recession.

This comes after more 
than a year of revenues 
out-performing projec-
tions and two years of 
cash infusions from the 
federal government, 
boosting the state’s 
reserves.

Indiana operates under 
a two-year budget, meet-
ing in odd-numbered 
years over four months 
to hammer out line items 
and debate spending 
priorities.

In the previous bud-
get session, in 2021, 
the budget passed in a 
near-unanimous vote 
– losing just five Dem-
ocrats in both chambers 
combined – and included 
record investments in 
education, which Gov. 
Eric Holcomb plans to 
continue.

Indiana’s budget bal-
ances

For just the sec-
ond time in the state’s 
history, Indiana’s high 
reserves triggered an au-
tomatic taxpayer refund: 
coming in over 12.5% 
of the state’s revenues 
at the close of the fiscal 
year in 2021. The addi-
tional $1.1 billion was 

split evenly between an 
outstanding debt obliga-
tion and $125 payment to 
each 2020 tax payer. 

But reserves still came 
in at $6 billion at the end 
of the 2022 fiscal year, 
or 28.6% of revenues. 
Holcomb urged the Gen-
eral Assembly to send 
out another refund, this 
time for $200, to a wider 
eligibility pool for a total 
of $1 billion. 

By the end of the 2023 
fiscal year, reserves are 
estimated to clock in at 
more than $4 billion, 
19% of that year’s 
revenues. In closeout 
statements, both 2024 
and 2025 end with more 
than 12.5% in combined 
reserves. 

But budget writers 
and the Holcomb ad-
ministration seem to 
have differences when it 
comes to the ideal level 
of reserves as a percent-
age of the budget. Cris 
Johnston, the director 
of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, 
said 10-12% would be 
“prudent” while Mish-
awaka Republican Sen. 
Ryan Mishler pushed for 
combined reserves as 
high as 15%.

Mishler has also 
argued that three of the 
four reserve accounts – 
tuition support, Medicaid 
and the rainy day fund 
– shouldn’t be included 
in overall calculations 
because those are for 

emergency use.
Without those three 

accounts, reserves are 
projected to fall under $1 
billion by 2024.

This safety net means 
that anything outside 
of that reserves amount 
gives Indiana flexibility 
to increase ongoing costs 
and invest in one-time 
expenditures. But the 
possibility of a mild 
recession in early 2023 
has dampened spirits, 
signaling a cooling econ-
omy that will no longer 
produce record-breaking 
collections.

Ongoing cost increases
Unlike one-time obli-

gations, these ongoing 
costs will inflate this 
budget cycle and every 
other one following.Out-
side of education, which 
composes just over half 
of the state’s budget, the 
next biggest spending 
category is Medicaid – 
and it’s growing.

State Budget Director 
Zac Jackson, who started 
with the agency around 
2006, said that since he 
joined the Medicaid As-
sistance fund had more 
than doubled from $1.4 
billion to $3.9 billion, a 
179% increase.

“This is one of our 
fastest growing appropri-
ations,” Jackson said.

Medicaid provides 
health insurance cov-
erage for impoverished 
Hoosier adults and chil-
dren – an industry with 

increasingly high costs 
already under scrutiny 
from the General Assem-
bly.

Last month, Medicaid 
Director Allison Taylor 
told the budget com-
mittee that enrollment 
had grown during the 
pandemic, due to some 
federal changes in insur-
ance coverage, but was 
expected to begin falling 
after the expiration of the 
public health emergen-
cy, anticipated in spring 
2023.

But while that partial-
ly inflated the budget 
request, another big tran-
sition will cost hundreds 
of millions of dollars: 
pivoting from a fee-
for-service model to a 
managed care model for 
Medicaid, specifically 
for home- and communi-
ty-based services.

Stakeholders assure 
lawmakers this move 
will save the state money 
in the long run, but some 
members seemed skep-
tical due to the state’s 
weak caregiving infra-
structure.

At the same time, 
FSSA and other agencies 
– including the Depart-
ment of Child Services 
– need to increase their 
rates to providers, push-
ing up overall costs. The 
state’s technology costs 
will increase by 5% 
partially due to higher 
licensing fees from Mic-
rosoft.

Additionally, the Gov-
ernor’s Public Health 
Commission has urged 
an infusion of funding 
for public health – rec-
ommending a minimum 
of $243 million annually 
before reducing their 
ask.

The last major pillar 
of cost increases will be 
salary bumps across the 
board – an attempt to 
reverse the state’s loss of 
hundreds of employees 
during the pandemic, for 
an overall turnover rate 
of 25%.

Existing funding will 
cover the 5% average in-
crease to the end of Fis-
cal Year 2023, with the 
General Fund covering 
$160 million of the $253 
million annual cost.

Raising salaries for 
the Indiana State Police 
from $53,690 to $70,000 
will cost another $36 
million per year and has 
been identified as one of 
Holcomb’s priorities for 
the 2023 session.

One-time obligations
The Senate’s lead bud-

get writer, Misher, has 
maintained that the next 
budget will be hampered 
by the more than $1 
billion in cost overruns 
mostly due to inflation.

To cover those costs, 
Holcomb proposed 
dedicating $1.25 million. 
That amount will cover 
costs for the Westville 
Correctional Facility 
construction and the 

combining of the Indiana 
Schools for the Deaf 
with the Indiana School 
for the Blind and Visu-
ally Impaired, among 
other projects.

In terms of economic 
development, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation will be 
getting several one-time 
investments designed to 
encourage business in the 
Hoosier State. Specifical-
ly, another $500 million 
for READI grants to 
improve quality of life, 
$300 million in a “deal 
closing” fund and $150 
million for a site acquisi-
tion fund.

The Holcomb admin-
istration said that the site 
acquisition would oper-
ate similar to the state’s 
involvement in the 
Boone County LEAP In-
novation Project, which 
purchased land to then 
re-sell to companies such 
as Eli Lilly. However, 
this fund can be used for 
projects across the state.

Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Indiana Capital 
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Follow 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
on facebook.com/Indi-
anaCapitalChronicle and 
twitter.com/INCapChron-
icle
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…one chance to show 
how much I appreciate 
the kindness of a friend 
or neighbor by doing a 
good deed for them

…one chance to right 
a wrong that I may have 
done in the past

…one chance to help 
out my community, my 
town, or a local organi-
zation

…one chance to tell 
the “helpers,” such as 
repairmen, teachers, 
firemen, police officers, 
business owners…and 
many others…how much 
I appreciate them

…one chance to visit 
someone in the hospital 
or nursing home and 
brighten their day

…one chance to teach 
my grandkids the im-

portance of trying their 
best, win or lose, and 
showing good sports-
manship

…one chance to stand 
up and do what is right 
instead of going along 
with the crowd

…one chance to admit 
a mistake and apologize

…one chance to play, 
have fun, enjoy life, 
learn a new skill, or 
seek out a new hobby

…one chance to tell 
my family how much I 
appreciate and love them

We are very lucky to 
live here in rural and 
smalltown Indiana. The 
big cities and suburbs 
are overloaded with 
problems. I realize that 
a certain amount of 
progress and industri-

alization is necessary. 
But I would hope and 
pray that Montgomery 
County stays true to 
its past…a county with 
beautiful scenery, family 
owned farms, hundreds 
of “Mom and Pop” 
owned businesses…and 
smalltown and farmer 
friendly kindness. We 
don’t want to ruin what 
we have been blessed 
with, but such things are 
often taken for granted.

You and I may only 
get one chance….

John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been 
the librarian at Darlington 
the past 32 years, and is 
a well-known artist and 
author of local history.
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- Cost of 4 week class 
is $50

- Registration closes 
Jan. 16, 2023

For more informa-
tion, please call or email 
Tricia Herr at the Purdue 
Extension Office. 765-
364-6363 or triciaherr@
purdue.edu

Upcoming Online 
Master Gardener Basic 
Training Class:

There will be a State-
wide Virtual Purdue 
EMG Basic Training 
from Feb. 7 – May 9 
(with completion of 
final exam after May 
9). Many counties have 

come together to offer 
this program which 
includes a local county 
connection hour. The 
statewide live webinars 
will be held on Tues-
days, from 6:30 – 8:30 
p.m. (ET)/5:30 – 7:30 
p.m. (CT). Here in 
Montgomery County, 
the local county connec-
tion hour will be online 
on Thursdays at 5:30-
6:30 EST each week. 
This will be offered live 
virtually by online Zoom 
Call.

Our main objective 
is to train volunteers to 
assist Purdue Extension 

with home horticulture 
education in local com-
munities. Purdue EMG’s 
receive training in hor-
ticulture to equip them 
to fulfill this educational 
role through volunteering 
in a variety of projects

- Cost is $180 for the 
13 week class.

Come learn more 
about horticulture, 
landscaping, gardening, 
and raising houseplants! 
Please email Tricia-
Herr@purdue.edu for the 
application form or stop 
by the extension office! 
Registration closed Jan. 
16, 2023.

Doctor, My Head is 
Spinning! What Do I Do?

This week I want to 
address dizziness, a con-
dition I have seen more 
times than I can count 
throughout my career. 
Primary Care doctors in 
the U.S. see about six 
million patients a year 
who complain of being 
“dizzy.”

Dizziness means 
different things to dif-
ferent people and can 
be a symptom of many 
medical conditions. 
People use “dizzy” 
as a universal term to 
describe feeling faint, 
lightheaded, or when 
they have a sensation of 
themselves or the world 
around them spinning. 
This latter sensation is 
called vertigo, from the 
Latin vertere meaning 
“to turn.”

The most common 
cause of vertigo is be-
nign paroxysmal posi-
tional vertigo or BPPV. 
Benign means the con-
dition is not dangerous, 
paroxysmal indicates it 
recurs intermittently, and 
positional refers to the 
vertigo typically being 
brought on by changes in 
body or head position.

I have to crack open 
the anatomy and physiol-
ogy books to explain the 
cause of BPPV. Hope-
fully, some of you recall 
the vestibular apparatus 
from junior high science 
class. It is the organ that 
allows us to maintain 
our balance and is found 
in the inner ear. This is 

a truly remarkable and 
complex organ. I’ve in-
cluded a diagram to help 
you visualize what I’m 
describing.

We have a vestibular 
apparatus on each side of 
our heads. These organs, 
along with input from 
our eyes, are constantly 
monitoring the position 
of our heads in space in 
relation to motion and 
gravity. If one or both 
of them gives faulty or 
conflicting information 
to our brains, we lose 
our sense of orientation 
in space.

The three semicircular 
canals are a key part of 
the vestibular apparatus 
and are oriented at 90 
degree angles to one 
other. They are filled 
with a fluid called endo-
lymph. When we move 
our heads, the fluid shifts 
to varying degrees inside 
each of the three canals, 
allowing us to detect 
motion in three different 
planes (head turning, 
nodding up-and-down, 
and moving forward or 
backward). Movement of 
the endolymph acts on a 
piece of tissue called the 
otolithic membrane that 
resides in two other parts 
of the vestibular system 
called the utricle and 
saccule.

The membrane sits on 
top of tiny hairs protrud-
ing from nerve cells that 
communicate with the 
brain. When the mem-
brane moves, it wiggles 
the hair cells that fire off 
nerve impulses, telling 
the brain which direction 
the head is moving.

Resting on top of the 
otolithic membrane are 
tiny crystals made of 
calcium called otoliths. 
These crystals provide 
some weight on top of 
the membrane allowing 
it to stimulate the nerve 
cells more easily.

Now that you’re an 
expert in some inner ear 
anatomy and physiology, 
what does any of that 

have to do with BPPV? 
The cause of BPPV is a 
problem with the oto-
liths – they get dislodged 
from their position on 
top of the otolithic mem-
brane and move into the 
semicircular canals. The 
displaced crystals move 
in the canals and trick 
the brain into thinking 
your head is moving in 
a direction it is not. This 
results in the sensation 
of vertigo. Tilting the 
head, rolling over in 
bed, getting out of a bed 
or chair, looking up or 
down, or sudden head 
motion can all cause the 
vertigo associated with 
BPPV.

A good patient history 
is usually suggestive of 
BPPV. There is also a 
few simple movement 
tests that can be per-
formed in the office to 
determine if one of the 
vestibular canals is at 
fault. You can watch a 
video demonstration of 
one of the maneuvers 
here: goo.gl/HCnIDY.

Most cases of BPPV 
resolve on their own 
when the otoliths move 
out of the semicircu-
lar canal. Sometimes 
medications like me-
clizine (Antivert) or 
scopolamine are given to 
dull the severity of the 
vertigo.

If BPPV doesn’t 
resolve on its own, most 
cases can be treated in 
the office by undergoing 
either the Epley, Lem-
pert, or deep head-hang-
ing maneuvers. These 
involve putting the pa-
tient through a series of 
movements that attempt 
to move misplaced oto-
lith(s) out of the semicir-
cular canals. Severe and 
refractory cases of BPPV 
occasionally require 
surgical correction.

Dr. John Roberts is 
a retired member of the 
Franciscan Physician Net-
work specializing in Family 
Medicine.

JOHN R. ROBERTS, M.D.
Montgomery Medicine

Sagamore News Media owns newspapers in 
Noblesville and Crawfordsville 

and feature award-winning work every day. 
Come be part of our team!

Apply today by e-mailing resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com.

We can’t wait to talk with you!

Sagamore News Media 
is looking for talented sales people!

Whether you sell by phone or in person, we want to talk with you!
 Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour and only go up from there. 

 If you have good sales skills, 
this might be the job you have been looking for.

There is no cap on earnings and multiple people in the 
past have earned $50,000, $60,000 and 

beyond – all the way into six figures.
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