
Only two months until St. Pad-
dy’s Day! Can’t wait!

Want To Go?
The Montgomery County Democrat Party will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 23 in the Donnelley Room of the Crawfordsville 
Public Library. Joe Mackey, District 4 Chair will be the speaker. 
Information on Declaration of Candidacy for Municipal Primary 
Nomination which is due at noon on Feb. 3, 2023 will be dis-
cussed. Everyone is welcome.
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The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Joseph Zurface
for subscribing!
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EDITION

“If people are good only be-
cause they fear punishment and 

hope for reward, then we are a 
sorry lot indeed.”
- Albert Einstein
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Psalm 23:1-6 The LORD is my 
shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures: he leadeth 

me beside the still waters. He 
restoreth my soul: he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteous-
ness for his name’s sake. Yea, 

though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me. Thou 

preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine ene-

mies: thou anointest my head 
with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and I will dwell in the 

house of the LORD for ever.

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Not wearing a seatbelt because 
you think they’re dangerous? Ask 
emergency personnel why nearly 

100% of them wear theirs. Today’s 
health tip was brought to you by Dr. 
John Roberts. Be sure to catch his 

column each week in The Paper and 
online at www.thepaper24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1Joel Strasser of Kuna, ID 
took Christmas decorations 
to a new level, earning 

himself a page in the Guinness 
Book of World Records, accord-
ing to the Association of Mature 
American Citizens [AMAC]. He 
did it by decorating his beard 
with 710 Christmas baubles, 
knickknacks and ornaments. It is 
the fourth time in four successive 
years that he’s been honored by 
the Guinness judges. In 2019 he 
set the record with 302 baubles, 
in 2020 he did it again with 
542 ornaments and last year he 
managed to adorn his whiskers 
using 686 festive knickknacks. 
His secret: "My technique has 
evolved and gotten a lot more 
specialized over the years that 
I've been breaking the record.  I 
stuck them in a lot more hap-
hazardly at first and that's why 
those first beard bauble record 
numbers were so low ... I found 
that if I take my time and really 
focus on the individual strands of 
beard hair and small groups of 
hair, I can manage to fit so many 
more in there."

2Want free tickets to the 
101st Indianapolis Home 
Show, running from Jan. 

20-29 at the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds and Event Center? 
All you have to do to win tickets 
(valued at $15 each) is send 
us a selfie of you and our front 
page (Print or Online Edition) 
to ttimmons@thepaper24-7.
com. Be sure to tell us who you 
are, where you are from, how 
many tickets you would like and 
a little bit about yourself so we 
can include it if your photo is 
selected to publish on our front 
page. Then all you have to do is 
wait and watch. If you see your 
smiling face on our front page – 
you win

3Former State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction 
Dr. Jennifer McCormick 

is speaking at Wabash College 
tonight at 7 p.m. at Baxter Hall, 
Room 101. McCormick is also 
said to be exploring a run for 
Indiana governor. The former 
Republican’s talk is being spon-
sored by the League of Women 
Voters of Montgomery County 
and the Political Science and 
Education Studies Departments 
at Wabash College. She will 
be speaking about our state’s 
educational system and how 
its allocated dollars are spent.  
Attendees will be able to ask 
questions.  OBITUARIES

Gene A. Crockett
Joan “Joanie” LaVerne (Dale) Eads

 TODAY’S JOKE
What do you call a belt with a 
watch attached to it?
A waist of time.

Jessica and Jimmy Abbott smile for 
our roving photgrapher in beautiful 
downtown Crawfordsville. Thank you 
for your smiles!

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:06 a.m.
SET: 5:48 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 48 °F
Low: 44 °F

Today is......
• Ben Franklin Day

• National Classy Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1912 British polar 
explorer Captain Robert 
Falcon Scott reaches the 
South Pole, one month 
after Roald Amundsen

• 1920 Prohibition begins 
in the US as the Volstead 

Act goes into effect
 • 1977 Capital punish-

ment in the U.S. resumes 
after a ten-year hiatus, as 
convicted murderer Gary 
Gilmore is executed by 

firing squad in Utah

Births On This Day
• 1942 Muhammad Ali

American boxer
• 1962 Jim Carrey

Canadian/American actor 
and producer

Deaths On This Day
• 1893 Rutherford Hayes
American politician and 

19th President of the U.S.
• 2008 Bobby Fischer
American chess player

JOHN MARLOWE
Columnist

John O. Marlowe’s column 
won’t appear this week. The 
award-winning writer is on 
break.

John O. Marlowe is an 
award-winning columnist for 
Sagamore News Media.

Taking A Break

Photo courtesy of Jayde Anzola from JNAvisuals 
L-R: Second Runner Up Addison Meadows, Prince Jackson, Queen Rylie Koopman, First Runner 
Up Bracy Slavens, Princess Mila, Miss Congeniality Peri McClaskey

Strawberry Festival Queen Scholarship 
Program And Jr. Royalty Contest 2023

Entry forms are now avail-
able for anyone interested in 
participating in the Strawberry 
Festival Queen Scholarship 
Program or the Jr. Royalty 
Contest. The queen program 
is open to any high school 
girl in grades 9-12 and the 
Jr. Royalty contest is open to 
boys and girls ages 6-10 as of 
May 1, 2023. All contestants 
must reside or attend school 
full time in Montgomery 
County. The entry fee for the 
Jr Royalty program is $25 and 
the entry free for the Queen 

program is $45. 
If interested in joining this 

years program, please send 
a request for paperwork to 
sfestqueen@gmail.com. This 
year’s program will be held 
on April 8 starting at 7 p.m. at 
Crawfordsville High School. 
The competition is a scholar-
ship program with the queen 
and court receiving scholar-
ship money. 

The queen and her court, 
along with the Jr. Royalty 
winners will reign over the 
annual Strawberry Festival, 

which is slated for June 9 -11, 
2023.

Director, Jessica McClam-
roch, stresses that contestants 
do not need to have pageant 
experience. 

If you haven’t already done 
so, please make sure to follow 
the Strawberry Festival Queen 
Facebook page, “The Mont-
gomery County Strawberry 
Festival Contest” or follow on 
Instagram (the_strawberry_
festival_queen) to stay up to 
date with information regard-
ing the upcoming program.

Fun Times At School 
In The Early 1960s

Clay Bird 
Houses

(Note: The following was 
written by Connie Pickering 
Carpenter, who graduated from 
Darlington H.S. in 1962)

"When you got past sixth 

grade and entered the big study 
hall and library, you really 
began to live! The biggest 
thing was changing classes 
and having your own locker. 
This was about the time when 
all the boys smelled like sweat 
socks, and the girls sprayed on 
so much perfume you could 
have tasted it...This was also 
the time we started getting "big 
time" punishments, like tardy 
slips and "conferences." If you 
received a conference, you lost 
your lunch hour and had to 
spend the time studying, with a 
teacher in the room at all times. 
Too many of those...your Mom 
and Dad would get wind of it. I 
once received a conference for 

BUTCH DALE
Columnist

Photo courtesy of Athens Arts

Come and make a clay orna-
mental bird house!  You will 
learn a slab technique to make a 
bird house you will take home 
when completed.  

At the first session on Feb. 
9 we will build the bird house.  
We will have another session 
March 2 to glaze the bird 
house.  After the teacher fires 
your project, we will coordinate 
a pick up at Athens Arts so 
you can enjoy your creation for 
many years. 

The instructor will provide 
each student with Sedona Clay 
as well as all other supplies 
needed to create an ornamental 

See BUTCH Page A5

See CLAY Page A5
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Butch Buys 
Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL
I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

 OBITUARIES
Gene A. Crockett 

Jan. 8, 2023 - Sept. 10, 1922
Gene A. Crockett, age 100 

of Waynetown, passed away on 
Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023 at The Lane 
House in Crawfordsville. 

He was born in Henryetta, Okla. 
on Sept. 10, 1922 to the late Glenn 
Crockett and Colene Switzer.

He graduated from Purdue Uni-
versity in 1953 with a degree in 
mechanical engineering. He worked 
in sales engineering, was a flight engineer for the B24 
bomber during WW11, and taught a diesel mechanic 
trade school in Michigan.

On Oct. 27, 1947 he married Barbara Bryant, who 
preceded him in death on May 5, 2016.

Survivors include two daughters, Carla (John) 
Booth of Waynetown and Cathy (Marty) Lee of 
Havre, Montana; five grandchildren, Betsy Lee, Jesse 
Lee, Barbara (Emerson) Doughty, Joyce (Michael) 
Reed and Leslie Booth; five great grandchildren, Aa-
veree, Rylee, Solomon, Chance and Ivory; and good 
friends, Max and Pat Morehouse.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, 
Barbara; a son, David Crockett; and a grandson, 
David Booth.

Visitation is scheduled at Sanders Priebe Funeral 
Care, 315 S Washington St, in Crawfordsville on 
Thursday, Jan. 19, 2023 from 5 p.m. till the time 
of the memorial service at 6 p.m., with Pastor John 
Booth officiating. The service will be live-streamed 
and recorded which can be viewed on his obituary 
page at www.SandersFuneralCare.com. Sanders 
Funeral Care entrusted with care. 

Share memories and condolences online at www.
SandersFuneralCare.com

Joan “Joanie” LaVerne (Dale) Eads 
Dec. 9, 1933 - Jan. 14, 2023

Joan “Joanie” LaVerne (Dale) 
Eads, age 89 of Crawfordsville, 
passed away on Saturday, Jan. 14, 
2023 at Franciscan Health Craw-
fordsville. 

She was born in Opdyke, Ill. on 
Dec. 9, 1933 to the late Harry Dale 
& Irene (Miller) Williams.

He graduated Waynetown High 
School and married the love of 
her life, Lloyd “Buck” Eads on July 20, 1952. She 
worked from JC Penny’s for 28 years and had her 
real estate license. She loved traveling and going to 
Las Vegas, playing cards with her sisters and friends, 
and spending time with her sisters and family. She 
faithfully attended church, loved her Lord, and was 
saved at a young age at the Waynetown Baptist 
Church.

Survivors include her husband of 70 years, Lloyd 
“Buck” Eads; two children, Terry (Ron) Johnson 
and Brad (Laurie) Eads; eight grandchildren, Grant 
(Katie) Eads, Cassandra (Adam) Bond, Jacob (Jessi-
ca) Shaffer, Aaron Shaffer, Eli Shaffer, Sharon Lou 
(Jamie) Bradley, Jennie (Mark) Simison and Derek 
Brady; 13 great grandchildren; three great-great 
grandchildren; a sister, Carolyn Wright; and a sister-
in-law, Claressa Perry.

She was preceded in death by her parents; a son, 
Mark Lavon Eads; two sisters, Patricia Stephens and 
Barbara Allen; and a grandson, David Brady.

Visitation is scheduled at Sanders Priebe Funeral 
Care, 315 S Washington St, in Crawfordsville on 
Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023 from 1 p.m. till the time 
of the funeral service at 2 p.m., with her nephew, 
Pastor Loren Stephens officiating. The service will be 
live-streamed and recorded which can be viewed on 
her obituary page at www.SandersFuneralCare.com 
Burial will follow at Waynetown Masonic Cemetery. 
Memorial donations may be given to Mt. Zion United 
Methodist Church or Prairie Creek Baptist Church. 

Share memories and condolences online at www.
SandersFuneralCare.com.
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 Letters

Dear Editor,

I am writing to express 
my appreciation for the 
staff at Franciscan Hos-
pital in Crawfordsville 
and Franciscan Hospital 
in Lafayette. On Jan. 2, 
2023, my wife had an 
emergency and I had to 
rush her to the Craw-
fordsville's emergency 
room. Despite the hos-
pital being full, the staff 
there looked for other 
locations to ensure that 
the exceptional treatment 
could be continued and 
she was subsequently 
transferred to Franciscan 
in Lafayette where she 
stayed in the ICU for 
three more days.

From the moment we 
arrived at the Crawfords-
ville's ER, the staff was 
quick to respond to our 
needs, and provided my 
wife with the necessary 
medical attention. The 
nurses, doctors, and oth-
er healthcare profession-
als were compassionate, 
professional, and thor-
ough in their approach. 
They were patient, kind, 
and always willing to 
answer any questions I 
had. They communicated 
clearly and effectively 
with me throughout the 
process, which helped me 
to understand my wife's 

condition and the treat-
ment being given.

We were impressed 
with the way the staff 
handled the emergency 
situation and how they 
were able to provide my 
wife the necessary med-
ical attention in a timely 
and efficient manner. The 
facilities were clean and 
well-maintained, and the 
technology and equip-
ment used were state-of-
the-art. The hospital's 
commitment to providing 
the highest quality of care 
is evident in every aspect 
of their operations.

At Franciscan Hospital 
in Lafayette, the staff was 
just as exceptional. They 
continued to provide my 
wife with the necessary 
care and attention and the 
level of care was just as 
exceptional as it was in 
Crawfordsville. The team 
there was also profession-
al, compassionate and 
attentive.

I am grateful for the 
care and attention pro-
vided by the entire staff 
at both hospitals, and I 
highly recommend Fran-
ciscan hospitals to anyone 
in need of medical atten-
tion. 

Gary Behling

Gary Behling
Crawfordsville

 Meeting Notes

Looking For Love
Do you love the silent, 

brooding type with 
deep brown eyes? Older 
gentleman looking for 
a companion to share 
the rest of his days.  
Not high maintenance 
and especially loves his 
space.  Perfect for that 
oh-so independent type 
roommate who would 
love a warm body on 
chilly nights or just a 
companion to take on 
long walks. Petey is 

your man.  Sometimes 
mistaken for Petey from 
The Little Rascals, this 
fellow doesn’t run with 
a pack of kids or get into 
mischief.  He’s mature 
and steady, ready for a 
love to call his own.

Petey is believed to be 
a St.Bernard mix and is 
neutered and ready for 
adoption.  Please contact 
AWL at 765-362-8846 
or view their website: 
mcawl.com

Crawfordsville 
Community 

School 
Corporation

Board of Education 
Regular Meeting

Thursday, Jan. 12, 
2023 at 6 p.m.

Willson Developmental 
Preschool, 500 E Jeffer-
son

Crawfordsville, Ind.
AGENDA
I. Roll Call
II. CHARACTER 

COUNTS!SM Corpora-
tion – Pillar of Fairness

III. Pledge of Alle-
giance

IV. Spotlight on Excel-
lence

V. Reorganization of 
Board

a. Election of President
b. Election of Vice 

President
c. Election of Secretary
d. Election of Assistant 

Secretary
e. Appointment of 

Legislative Liaison to the 
Indiana School Boards 
Association

VI. Approve Previous 
Meeting Minutes, Pay-
rolls, Claims Vouchers, 
and Surplus Items

VII. Building Principal 
Report - Heidi Plunkett, 
Director- Willson

VIII. Old Business
IX. New Business
a. Consider Resolution 

for Authorization to Sign 
Agreements for Alterna-
tive

Services and Private 
Residential School Place-
ments

b. Consider Transfer 
from the Rainy Day 
Fund to the Education 
Fund

X. Personnel
a. Consider Resig-

nation of Fiona Pearn 

- Hose
b. Consider Resigna-

tion of Angie Brown - 
Nicholson

c. Consider Retirement 
for Donna Wilson - CMS

d. Consider Retirement 
for Jennie Horner - Hose

e. Recommend Sandra 
Castilla - Receptionist - 
Nicholson

f. Recommend Bran-
dy Fergason - Teachers 
Aide - Hose

g. Recommend Haley 
Webb - Teachers Aide - 
Hose

h. Recommend Marjo-
rie Susdorf - One on One 
Aide - Willson

i. Recommend Daniel 
Martin - PT Adult Ed 
Instructor

j. Recommend Tamara 
Jones - PT HSE Testing 
Coordinator for Adult Ed

k. Recommend Kristi 
Strickland - Computer 
Lab Assistant - Nichol-
son

l. Recommend Donna 
Stewart - Temporary 
Teacher for Maternity 
LeaveNicholson

XI. Change of Position
a. Kristel Crowder 

from Assistant at Hose to 
Success Center Coordi-
nator at Hose.

b. Alexandra Odum 
from Aide at Hoover to 
Assistant at Hoover

c. Zoe Baker from As-
sistant at Hoover to Aide 
at Hoover

d. Lisa Warren from 
Aide at CHS/CMS to As-
sistant at CHS/CMS

XII. Associate Superin-
tendent Report

XIII. Superintendent 
Report

XIV. Other
XV. Board Member 

Comments
XVI. Patron Com-

ments
XVII. Adjournment

The Paper
Public Notices Deadline:

11:00 a.m.  2 Business Days Prior to Publication

legals@thepaper24-7.comWWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM

Thanks for reading The Paper!
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‘23 Ford Maverick the Practical Antidote for Inflation

I know some people 
are sad to see 2022 
kicked to the curb while 
Baby New Year takes up 
residence, but I am not 
one of them. Inflation was 
not kind to my paycheck 
or my family’s budget. 
Everything became more 
expensive and $5 gasoline 
is still felt through salted 
wounds. Given all of this, 
Ford is in the driver’s seat 
with the 2023 Maverick 
hybrid pickup that shares 
compact crossover 
architecture with the Ford 
Escape and Ford Bronco 
Sport. If you like the truck, 
you’ll love the price.

Stylists created a 
streamlined boxy little 
pickup that’s obviously a 
smaller sibling to the best-
selling F-150 and Ranger, 
but has its own thing going 
too. Ours came with the 
$1,645 Black Appearance 
package that includes a 
black grille, mirrors, 18” 
wheels, and even darkened 

Ford logos front/rear. It’s 
like a friendly little puppy 
who gives you the stink 
eye. Around back, a trailer 
hitch receiver, spray-
in bedliner, tie-downs, 
and power outlet signal 
a willingness to do light 
yardwork and weekend 
activities.

I’m especially impressed 
with the interior. Sure, 
there’s a lot of hard plastic, 
but it is beautiful with 
sharp molded textures and 
contrasting bluish gray 
color on the dash and 
doors. Our Lariat package 
includes heated seats, 
heated steering wheel, 
dual-zone automatic climate 
control, and B&O audio. 
Infotainment is handled a 
dash screen using simple 
icons for radio, media, 
navigation, and vehicle 
settings. Add to that 
Apple CarPlay, Android 
Auto, Bluetooth, and 
wireless phone charging 
in the console. Rubberized 

volume and tuning knobs 
work as God intended.

Knowing the Maverick is 
as likely to carry families 
as lumberjacks, engineers 
gave it the entire safety 
book. Adaptive cruise, 
automatic emergency 
braking, and lane keep 
assist step in to avoid 
danger. Rear cross path 
detection, lane departure 
warning, and blind spot 
warnings add an additional 
margin. Evasive steering 
assist helps drivers 
maneuver through an 
emergency.

Maverick drives like no 
other pickup. First, there’s 
the hybrid powertrain that 
combines a 2.5-liter gas 
engine with lithium-ion 
batteries and motors to 
put a system combined 
191 horsepower to the 
front wheels. Normally, 
a two-wheel-drive pickup 
would be a handful in 
slick weather, but what’s 
essentially a front-drive 

crossover with traction 
and stability control should 
be a snowmobile while 
optimizing fuel economy. 
And, that is a very frugal 
42/33-MPG city/highway.

It’s efficient, but 
also engaging to drive. 
Since it is essentially a 
unibody crossover with 
an integrated bed, there’s 
none of the front vs. 
rear fighting that agitates 
balance in traditional 
pickups. It’s just one solid 
chunk with tight steering 

and firm suspension 
setting. Nothing squeaks, 
creaks, or rattles. I’d like it 
better with an independent 
rear suspension, but the 
twist beam is economical 
and performs fine in this 
light pickup. A turbo-
four engine is available in 
the Maverick, but nearly 
200 horsepower from the 
hybrid is plenty for daily 
commuting and is the best 
choice for saving fuel 
dollars.

As lines that formed 

across 2022 for Mavericks 
starts to clear, prices are 
only slightly increased. 
Base models with steel 
wheels, front-drive, and 
hybrid powertrain rise 
from $22,195 to $36,125 
for our luxurious Lariat. 
Competitors include the 
Hyundai Santa Cruz, used 
Subaru Bajas, and your 
dad’s El Camino.

Storm Forward!

Send comments to Casey at 
AutoCasey@aol.com; follow 
him on YouTube @AutoCasey.

CASEY WILLIAMS
Auto Reviews

2023 Ford Maverick Lariat
Five-passenger, FWD Pickup
Powertrain: 2.5-liter I4 Hybrid, CVT
Output: 191 hp (combined)
Suspension f/r: Ind/Twist beam
Wheels f/r: 18”/18” alloy
Brakes f/r: Regen disc/disc
Must-have features: Style, Space
Towing: 2,000 lbs.
Fuel economy: 42/33 mpg city/hwy
Assembly: Hermasillo, Mexico
Base/As-tested price: $22,195/$36,125

Photos courtesy of Ford

Beauty in the Imperfections

I almost threw away my 
old lace napkins.

They have rust stains on 
them. In order to cover 
the stains, I threw them 
in a pot of green dye and 
boiled them. The dye was 
not a success. The napkins 
all came out in slightly 
varying shades of green, 
and the rust stains—while 
less noticeable—were still 
there. I used them once 
and was self-conscious the 
whole time.

“People are going to 
think I didn’t wash the 
napkins!” I worried. But 
I washed them again, 
ironed them and kept them 
anyway.

Then, over the holidays, 
I had the whole family 
over. I eyed the old green 
napkins.

They have what appears 
to be handmade lace 
around the edges and a 
crocheted medallion in 
one corner. They are a 
generous size and made of 
good, sturdy cotton. They 
are serviceable napkins in 
every way except for the 
small spots that appear on 
almost every one of them.

“Not one person in 10 
can see those spots!” my 
husband, Peter, says when 
I tell him I’m thinking 

of throwing out the old 
napkins.

(There are 12 napkins 
so, even if Peter is right, 
that still means one person 
might notice and think, 
“Did she wash these 
napkins?”)

But I used them 
anyway. I don’t think 
anyone noticed. Then I 
washed them again and 
looked at them before I 
ironed them. The stains 
were just as noticeable. 
The shades of green are 
no more uniform.

And I realized I kind of 
liked them.

I have no idea where 
these napkins came 
from. I found them 
when I was cleaning out 
my barn, preparing to 
sell my old farmhouse 
years ago. They are 
not family heirlooms. I 
have to assume I picked 
them up at a garage sale 
somewhere. I probably 
didn’t look at them closely 
until I got home, saw the 
rust stains on them and 
tucked them away—unsure 
from the very beginning 
whether or not I should 
keep them.

I wonder who made 
them. It was a lot of 
work. I wonder where 
the rust stains came from. 
That must have been 
disappointing for whoever 
owned them. I’m guessing 
it happened many years 
ago. And here I am, still 
using them. And I do like 
them.

Things don’t have to be 
perfect. That’s what I’m 
finally coming to accept.

My own inability to 
reach perfection was 
an ongoing source of 

frustration for decades 
until I reconciled myself 
to the fact that I was, in 
fact, good enough. Good 
enough was a laudable 
goal. And these napkins, 
while they would never be 
featured on any magazine 
cover, are good enough—
more than adequate, in 
fact—for the celebrations 
I host, which will also not 
be perfect, but hopefully 
good enough for everyone 
in attendance.

It is nice to use 
something that is old and 
loved and imperfect.

I look at these napkins 
and imagine the life they 
must have had when they 
were new. Likely they 
were a wedding present 
to somebody a very long 
time ago. They were used 
for festive gatherings I 
cannot imagine by people 
I never knew and maybe 
just a little of that history 
is left, maybe a little of 
that laughter remains, 
somewhere in their 
imperfections.

I ironed the old napkins. 
I folded them. I put them 
in the drawer for another 
use at another celebration 
with different people—of 
whom, perhaps, one in 
10 might wonder about 
the rust stains, now 
camouflaged with green 
dye.

They still have a 
purpose—imperfect as 
they are. And I take 
inspiration from that.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon is a 
freelance writer and author 
and lives in New Mexico. Her 
columns appear each week.

CARRIE CLASSON
The Postscript
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Plumbing Problems: How To Keep 
Your Bowels Running Smoothly

I’m running through my 
list of suggested topics 
from readers, and this one 
goes out to a reader from 
Sheridan. It’s a common 
problem, but one of those 
topics that doesn’t usually 
come up in casual conver-
sation - constipation.

There are three usual 
times in a person’s life 
when constipation can be-
come a problem. The first 
is during early childhood, 
the second when a person 
becomes sedentary, and 
the last is during the elder 
years. Each one has differ-
ent causes.

First, I have to deliver 
yet another lesson in basic 
anatomy and physiology. 
When we eat, food travels 
through the following 
structures: mouth, esopha-
gus, stomach, small intes-
tine and finally, the large 
intestine. This journey is 
facilitated by peristalsis, a 
physiologic process where 
involuntary muscles in the 
wall of the digestive tract 
contract to move food 
from north to south.

While constipation can 
involve trouble anywhere 
along the way, the vast 
majority of problems occur 
in the colon. One of the 
main jobs of the colon is to 
reclaim water from the un-
digested food remaining in 
the feces. If food is slowed 
down in its transit through 
the colon, more water is 
absorbed, making the feces 
firmer and more difficult 
to evacuate.

Young children can de-
velop problems with con-
stipation when they put off 
going to the bathroom for 
various reasons. When this 
happens, they can develop 
a condition called encop-
resis. They can retain very 
large amounts of stool in 
their colons to the point 
where the muscles are not 
able to push the stool out 
and the child may lose 
the urge to have a bowel 
movement.

These children may 
pass very large bowel 
movements and may have 
a great deal of pain when 
doing so. They also may 
have accidents, passing 
semi-solid or liquid stool 
that has leaked around the 
blockage. Painful move-
ments lead to the child not 
wanting to have a bowel 
movement and the cycle 
repeats itself. It’s import-
ant to treat this condition 
as early as possible using 
medications and behavioral 
modification.

Another common cause 
of constipation is a period 
of inactivity, usually 
following surgery. This 
is especially true follow-

ing abdominal surgery, 
particularly if it involved 
manipulating the intestines. 
Handling the intestines 
tends to interrupt normal 
peristalsis for a period of 
time. Taking pain medi-
cation post-operatively is 
also a common cause of 
constipation, especially in 
older patients. It’s import-
ant to minimize the use of 
narcotics and to prevent 
post-operative constipation 
using a bowel regimen 
started as soon as possible 
following surgery.

Older persons are also 
more likely to be inactive, 
so they tend to suffer from 
bouts of constipation. They 
are also commonly dehy-
drated due to not drinking 
enough fluids. These folks 
are frequently on medica-
tions that can exacerbate 
the normal age-related 
slowing of intestinal 
motility. Common drugs 
that can result in slowing 
include Benadryl, Tylenol 
PM, Zantac, some antide-
pressants, and anticholin-
ergic medications used to 
treat bladder spasms and 
incontinence.

As usual, prevention 
is the best medicine. All 
people should consume 
adequate fiber, plenty of 
fruits and vegetables, and 
enough fluids to keep the 
urine clear to pale yellow. 
Google “high fiber diet” 
for recommendations. 
Children need to be taught 
the habit of sitting on the 
toilet at least twice a day 
for ten minutes or so. 
They should not be rushed 
and they should have good 

support for their feet. 
Along those lines, a shout 
out to two of my prior pa-
tients for telling me about 
the Squatty Potty. This is a 
simple device that elevates 
the feet, allowing one to 
be in a more anatomic 
position to make it easier 
to have a bowel movement 
(squattypotty.com).

Those planning to have 
surgery, or who are laid 
up for another reason, 
should make sure they 
are consuming plenty of 
liquids and taking a stool 
softener like docusate 
or an osmotic agent like 
MiraLAX immediately 
following surgery or at 
the beginning of their 
illness. The elderly should 
consume fluids and also 
remain as active as possi-
ble. We joke a lot about 
prunes, but they are very 
effective.

Young children who 
have difficulty with bowel 
movements should be eval-
uated by their physician. 
The earlier this problem 
is treated, the easier it is 
to correct. For adults who 
are suffering from consti-
pation who do NOT have 
abdominal pain, laxatives 
such as Dulcolax are 
generally safe and effec-
tive for short-term use. If 
results are not obtained in 
a couple of days or you 
develop pain you should 
consult your medical 
provider.

Dr. John Roberts is a re-
tired member of the Francis-
can Physician Network spe-
cializing in Family Medicine.

JOHN R. ROBERTS, M.D.
Montgomery Medicine

Party Switching Candidates are Rare in Indiana

When it comes to 
switching parties, the list 
is a long one and recently 
dominated by the South-
land, which in the wake 
of the 1965 Great Society 
Voting Rights Act prompt-
ed an overt migration from 
the Democratic to the 
Republican party, as Pres-
ident Lyndon B. Johnson 
aptly predicted.

The list includes some 
titanic American figures, 
like Abraham Lincoln, 
Ronald Reagan, John Tow-
er, John Connally, Richard 
Shelby, Jesse Helms, Phil 
Gramm, Condoleezza 
Rice, and Rick Perry.

In Indiana, party 
switching has been rare, 
particularly for those who 
have already commenced 
a political career. State 
Reps. Eric Turner, Frank 
Newkirk and Barb Engle 
switched, with the first 
two switching from D to R 
two decades ago. Hobart 
Mayor Brian Snedecor did 
the same and will not seek 
reelection. In 1940, it was 
former Democrat business 
executive Wendell Willkie 
who won the Republican 
presidential nomination. 
Prior to beginning his 
public career, Mike Pence 
was a Kennedy Democrat, 
before switching to the 
GOP.

In Indiana’s 200-plus 
year history, only two 
governors have switched 

sides. The first was the 
legendary Civil War gov-
ernor Oliver Perry Mor-
ton, who began the 1850s 
as a Democrat, then as a 
Free Soiler (which got him 
kicked out of the DP), then 
a Whig, which dissolved, 
setting off a great migra-
tion to the nascent Repub-
lican Party. Morton was 
elected lieutenant governor 
in 1860 and when Gov. 
Henry Lane appointed 
himself to the U.S. Senate, 
Morton ascended. The sec-
ond was Isaac Gray who 
won an Indiana Senate seat 
as a Republican in 1868, 
then won lieutenant gov-
ernor and governor races 
as a Democrat in 1876 and 
1884.

So what former Repub-
lican Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Jennifer 
McCormick is openly pon-
dering  – switching to the 
Democratic Party to run 
for governor in 2024  – is 
exceedingly rare.

In an interview with 
Adam Wren in Impor-
tantville last weekend, 
McCormick came off as 
politically naive, saying 
she doesn’t remember who 
she voted for in her first 
presidential election. In 
2016, when she was the 
Republican nominee for 
superintendent, she said 
she voted for Hillary Clin-
ton for president. Before 
then, she recalled “vot-
ing for Barack Obama” 
explaining, “because I 
understood the historical 
impact that had and it was 
very, I thought it was very 
exciting.”

Wren asked McCor-
mick whether it’s “crazy” 
to think she can win an 
Indiana election as a Dem-
ocrat.

“Well, I don’t think they 
can. I know they can,” 
McCormick said. “And 

the reason I believe that is 
because I’ve traveled the 
state. I’ve talked to a lot of 
people and again, I am not 
doing the whole let’s focus 
on nine counties and hope 
for the best, I’m going to 
focus on 92 counties. I 
also know too, that there 
are a lot of people that 
haven’t voted in a very 
long time because they 
feel like what’s the point; 
they’re not going to be 
heard. So getting to them, 
and listening to them, and 
providing them with an op-
tion, I think provides a lot 
of opportunity.”

McCormick was asked 
about her Republican 
background and whether 
it would alienate some 
Democrats.

“That’s a great ques-
tion,” she responded. “I’m 
gonna get out and run a 
very professional, very 
organized, very inclusive 
race. And I’m hopeful 
that, and I’m already see-
ing it, a lot of Democrats 
are getting behind it, they 
understand it. I know it’s 
gonna take a lot of work to 
win over those who may 
be skeptical or those who 
don’t appreciate that I ran 
as a Republican once.”

Hammond Mayor 
Thomas McDermott Jr., 
who told Howey Politics 
Indiana/State Affairs  in 
December that he will 
seek a sixth term as mayor 
this year and then run for 
governor in 2024, saw the 
McCormick interview as 
naive.

“I’m happy she’s part 
of the party,” McDermott 
told HPI on Monday. “I 
want to make that clear. 
But I think the toughest 
race for her will be the 
primary. She’d be a great 
candidate in November, 
but her weakness will be 
the Democratic primary.”

McDermott said that 
“most people” remember 
who their first votes for 
president and even gover-
nor were for. “I think she 
might be a little embar-
rassed by that interview. 
That exposes her a little bit 
in a Democratic primary. 
I’m sure she remembered 
who she voted for, I’m 
sure she does. Most aver-
age voters would remem-
ber every president they 
voted for.”

Asked about the recent 
past when Hoosier Dem-
ocrats have run as “con-
servative lite” candidates, 
losing every statewide race 
since 2014, McDermott 
said, “I’m a moderate. My 
problem and that of other 
moderate Democrats ... 
is when we run statewide, 
somebody looks at me and 
sees Nancy Pelosi. They 
equate me with Nancy Pe-
losi and it’s hard to shake 
that. I couldn’t shake Nan-
cy Pelosi. I couldn’t shake 
Joe Biden. My problem 
in my race against Sen. 
Young was I needed to get 
on TV to define myself, 
but I didn’t have the funds 
until the very end. Our 
problem is that national 
Democrats are hurting us 
in states like Indiana. The 
DNC didn’t send a penny 
for us to compete.”

“It’s not impossible,” 
McDermott said. “In 
this Republican primary, 
they’re going to spend $20 
million beating each other 
up. Whoever emerges as a 
Democrat nominee during 
a presidential election 
year, all the numbers 
change.”

The columnist is manag-
ing editor of Howey Politics 
Indiana/State Affairs at 
StateAffairs.com/pro/Indiana. 
Find Howey on Facebook and 
Twitter @hwypol.

BRIAN HOWEY
Howey Political Report

Digging Postholes
Down at the sale barn 

Saturday, the think tank 
had coagulated there with 
coffees to go. Doc and 
Dud had their dogs with 
them, while Bert and 
Dewey and Steve went 
stag.

Dud tried to start a 
conversation, but the 
loudspeaker soon drove 
them outside, where they 
arrayed themselves on 
dropped tailgates and 
waited to hear what Dud 
had in mind.

“I thought about it a 
lot,” Dud said, “and I 
wondered what the favor-
ite part of my job was, 
and wondered if you 
fellas ever gave that any 
thought, too.”

They nodded. Yes, by 
mutual consent a worthy 
subject.

“With me,” Dud 
continued, “it wasn’t so 
much my job as it was 
my hobby. You know, 
writing that book. I’m 
claiming it as the best 
part of my job, anyway.”

The assembled were 
still waiting to read 
“Murder in the Soggy 
Bottoms,” as it had yet to 
see print, and was really 
a work in progress.

Then Bert picked up 
the conversation thread. 
“Of course I’m retired 
now,” he said, “but 
when I was running the 
pawn shop, my favorite 
part of the job happened 
when a customer found 
something in there he 
really needed and ended 
up paying much less for 
it than he thought he’d 
have to.”

Doc laughed “And you 
made more on it than you 
thought you would, too,”

Bert grinned and nod-
ded.

“Yep. That was good 
too. And you, Dewey?”

Our accident-prone 

pharaoh of fertilizer got a 
serious look on his face. 
He finally said, “The 
best part of the fertilizer 
business is seeing the 
difference it makes in the 
flower gardens around 
town. Now maybe it’s 
just my imagination, 
but I kinda like to take a 
little credit for a prettier 
town.”

“You deserve it, Dew-
ey,” Doc said kindly. 
“Well now … with me 
it’s a little different. I 
have doctoring skills, 
of course, and it’s good 
when I can help some-
one, but these days the 
most satisfying part 
of my job is to check 
someone out thoroughly 
and find there’s abso-
lutely nothing wrong 
with them. Now that’s 
special.”

They all looked over at 
the tall cowboy, Steve.

“Digging postholes,” 
he said.

“What?” they said.
“You know,” he said, 

“the favorite part of my 
job.”

“Digging postholes?”
“Sure,” he said, grin-

ning. “That’s the only 
job a cowboy has where 
he can start at the top and 
work down.”

Go from fierce cussing to 
fly casting, Try the tenka-
ra simple fishing method. 
https://tenkarausa.com/

SLIM RANDLES
Columnist

Visit us online:
thepaper24-7.com

Sagamore News Media owns newspapers in 
Noblesville and Crawfordsville and 

feature award-winning work every day. 
Come be part of our team!

Apply today by e-mailing resume to 
jobs@thepaper24-7.com.

We can’t wait to talk with you!

Sagamore News Media is 
looking for talented 

sales people!
Whether you sell by phone or in person, 

we want to talk with you!
 Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour 

and only go up from there. 
 If you have good sales skills, this might 

be the job you have been looking for.

There is no cap on earnings and 
multiple people in the past have 

earned $50,000, $60,000 and 
beyond – all the way into six figures.
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARI-
TY! FAST FREE 
PICKUP-24 HR 

RESPONSE! Help 
Children in Need, 

Support Breast Cancer 
Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

sneezing in class, be-
cause Mr. Pryor thought 
I had laughed!

In high school our 
class started having a lot 
of class parties, which 
included hay rides, danc-
es, and weiner roasts. 
We could also wear 
jeans to parties, which 
we were not allowed 
to wear to school or to 
any school function. At 
school we wore poodle 
skirts, bobby socks, 
white tennis shoes, or 
saddle oxfords. We 
also wore "dog collars" 
around our ankles and 
angora yarn around our 
boyfriends' rings. The 
guys were also sharp, 
wearing turned up col-
lars, pegged pants (they 
almost had to jump off 
of a building to get into 
those pegged pants), 
white socks, and penny 
loafers...but it was more 
"cool" to put a dime in 
them instead of a penny. 
Most guys had crew cuts 
with lots of "butch wax."

We knew we were in 
high school because the 
food then wasn't good 
unless it was "greasy 
and cheesy." Those of 
us lucky enough to get 
a note from home could 
go uptown at noon for 
the best french fries and 
cheeseburgers in Mont-
gomery County. The 
lunches at school were 
good, too, though and 
they only cost a quarter. 
Hot dogs were actually 
real back then! And we 
always enjoyed going 

down to the subway 
(basement hallway) and 
having an ice cream bar 
or frosted malt sold by 
Mr. Brown.

The high school sock 
hops were always lots of 
fun, after a game in the 
gym. The lights were 
turned down, and the 
girls danced with oth-
er girls during the fast 
dances, and boys only 
danced the slow dances. 
We took turns bringing 
a record player and 45's 
to spin. Also in high 
school, Sharol Threlkeld 
and I twirled our batons 
at every ballgame. Once 
the opposing side threw 

money at us. It made 
Mr. McCauley (the 
principal) so mad that he 
kept the money!

It seemed like all the 
boys had '56 or '57 cars, 
all with loud mufflers. 
You couldn't find one bit 
of dirt on anyone's car...
ever! Prom time was 
also a memorable event 
for all of us. When I was 
younger, Connie Vermil-
lion and I wore Hawaiian 
dresses that were split all 
the way up the side, and 
we sat on a rock all night 
as "live decorations." 
Decorating the gym 
when we were juniors 
was a work of art, and 

we certainly enjoyed our 
Senior Prom, entitled 
"Wonderland by Night."

My memories of 
Darlington School will 
always remain special to 
me from the first grade 
on through high school. I 
knew the names of every 
kid in school and where 
they lived. All the kids 
in my class got along 
really well, and we never 
had any major problems. 
It was a great time!"

(In high school, Con-
nie fell in love with Jim 
Carpenter, who came 
to Darlington when 
Bowers School closed 
in 1959. She told me he 
was the cutest boy, but 
she thought at the time 
he needed "an attitude 
adjustment!" They both 
graduated in 1962 and 
were married the next 
year. Jim and Connie 
became the parents of 
four children....Staci, 
Brad, Cami, and Shelly. 
Connie served as the 
Montgomery County 
Court Reporter, but later 
in life she was stricken 
with multiple sclerosis. 
Sadly, she passed away 
in 2015 at the age of 70. 
Connie, we miss you...
but we still have great 
memories of you and 
your school days!)

John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been 
the librarian at Darlington 
the past 32 years, and is 
a well-known artist and 
author of local history.
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Connie Pickering Carpenter
bird house.

Mark your calendar 
for Thursday, Feb. 9 
and Thursday, March 
2. The cost of $35.00 
covers both sessions.  
Choose either an after-
noon session (1 - 3 p.m.) 
or an evening session 
(6 - 8 p.m.).  Class is 
open to anyone 12 years 
and older. Classes meet 
at Athens Arts, 216 E. 
Main Street, Crawfords-
ville, IN. 

To reserve a spot, 
call Athens Arts at 
765.362.7455 and leave 
your name a phone num-
ber to return your call.  

Come be pART of it
This project in part is 

made possible through 
funds from The Arts 
Federation (TAF) via the 
Biden-Harris Administra-
tion’s American Rescue 
Plan (ARP) allocation to 
the National Endowment 
for the Arts (NEA).

Photo courtesy of Athens Arts

Got Stuff?  Sell it in the
classifieds! 765.361.0100
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