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The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

NUCOR STEEL - INDIANA 
for subscribing!

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

WEDNESDAY
Jan. 25, 2023

 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE

1Governor Eric J. Holcomb is 
directing flags to be flown 
at half-staff in honor and 

remembrance of the victims of the 
tragedy in Monterey Park, Califor-
nia. Flags should be flown at half-
staff at the Indiana Statehouse 
until sunset on Thursday, Jan. 26, 
2023. Gov. Holcomb also asks 
businesses and residents to lower 
their flags to half-staff.

2Donna Bevan made a double 
take when she pulled up 
into a drive-thru lane of a 

MacDonald’s in New South Wales, 
Australia recently. There sitting 
in the back seat of a car in the 
next lane was a horse, says the 
Association of Mature American 
Citizens [AMAC]. Donna wasted 
no time saving the encounter on 
video-- including a brief conversa-
tion with a passenger in the car 
who explained that the horse was 
excited because he knew he was 
going to have his ice cream.  

3Want free tickets to the 
101st Indianapolis Home 
Show, running from Jan. 

20-29 at the Indiana State Fair-
grounds and Event Center? All you 
have to do to win tickets (valued 
at $15 each) is send us a selfie 
of you and our front page (Print 
or Online Edition) to ttimmons@
thepaper24-7.com. Be sure to tell 
us who you are, where you are 
from, how many tickets you would 
like and a little bit about yourself 
so we can include it if your photo 
is selected to publish on our front 
page. Then all you have to do is 
wait and watch. If you see your 
smiling face on our front page – 
you win!
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Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the 
LORD is the beginning of 

knowledge: but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.
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For those of us at a certain age, 
we remember when the “board” 
of education had holes drilled in it 
and was used to put wandering stu-
dents back on the right path – and 
it sure seemed to work. A shame 
our world has changed so much.

 HONEST HOOSIER

Kindness is contagious – surround 
yourself with giving people.

 Today’s health tip was brought to 
you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The 

Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

 TODAY’S JOKE
What do you call a snowman with 

a six-pack?
The Abdominal Snowman!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“Anyone can hold the helm when 

the sea is calm.”
- Publilius Syrus

For Your Information
Due to the upcoming winter weather, the program featuring Dr. 
Joyce Burnette, Adam Burtner, and Dr. Caroline Rouse, at the 
Crawfordsville District Public Library today has been postponed.
The Paper will update readers when a new date has been posted.

 OBITUARIES
Richard "Dick" Haffner

Aaron Melvin was all smiles with our 
roving photographer. Thanks for the 
smile, Aaron!

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:02 a.m. 
SET: 5:58 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 34 °F
Low: 32 °F

Today is...
• Burns Supper

• National Opposite Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1819 University of Vir-
ginia chartered by Com-
monwealth of Virginia, 

with Thomas Jefferson one 
of its founders

• 1964 Blue Ribbon Sports, 
which would later become 
Nike, is founded by Uni-

versity of Oregon track and 
field athletes

Births On This Day
• 1882 Virginia Woolf

English author and critic
• 1981 Alicia Keys

American singer-songwrit-
er, pianist and actress

Deaths On This Day
• 1947 Al Capone
American gangster

• 2005 Philip Johnson
American architect and 

designer of the IDS Center 
and PPG Place

Connect The Dots On 
Lost Education Dollars

1,000 Books 
Read Before 
Kindergarten

Nothing about the guest 
speaker suggested power or 
prestige. She was the quintes-

sential teach-
er, comfort-
able and ready 
to engage in a 
crushed velvet 
smock, black 
leggings, and 
comfortable 
shoes. She’d 
pulled her 
long hair up 
into a po-
nytail. Yet 
Dr. Jennifer 
McCormick 
was the last 
elected Super-
intendent of 
Education in 
Indiana, and 

she knew her stuff.
“Who are the students in 

here? Raise your hand,” she 
began. “So as a mother of 
someone close to your age, 
make sure you’re doing your 
studies and are here to educate 
yourselves. Hopefully a little 
extra credit?” Heads nodded no. 
“You can tell you’re at Wabash, 
by golly,” she joked, “you gotta 

learn.”
With 25 years in education as 

a teacher, principal, superinten-
dent, and then IDOE’s elected 
leader from 2017 to 2021, 
McCormick spoke as one well 
acquainted with the good, the 
bad and the reality about taxpay-
er dollars and fiscal responsibil-
ity. The state of Indiana funds 
almost $8.5 billion dollars of 
education annually, according to 
the Education Data Initiative and 
receives very little from the fed-
eral government. Yet millions 
of dollars are flowing out of that 
funding via the voucher program 
and McCormick said no one is 
accountable. With a new bill 
introduced in the state legisla-
ture this session, she wanted to 
educate the community on how 
this happens.

“Connect the dots,” said Dr. 
McCormick.

Dot One: In 2011, the 
narrative in the legislature was 
“We have a ton of black and 
brown students who are un-
derserved (in their traditional 
public schools) and by golly 
we are going to get them out 

The League of Women 
Voters, open to men 
as well as women, 
is a nonpartisan, 
multi-issue political 
organization 
that encourages 
informed and active 
participation in 
government.  For 
information about 
the Montgomery 
County LWV, visit: 
www.lwvmontcoin.
org or message to 
LWV, PO Box 101, 
Crawfordsville, 
Indiana 47933.

Try This With Your 
Credit Card Company ...

Last week we, as in We The 
People, hit a financial landmark. 
We maxed out our credit card.

Oh, the uppity ups in the 
government didn’t call it that. 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
explained that the U.S. reached 
its debt limit, a plain and simple 
way of saying, well, we maxed 
out the credit card.

Except we didn’t. Not really.
But first, let’s take a look at 

the nuts and bolts.
The debt limit – how much 

money the government can 
borrow – is almost $32 trillion. 
That’s trillion with a capital 

T and that rhymes with C and 
that stands for . . . Congress. 
To quote the good Professor 
Harold Hill, aka Robert Preston 
in the Music Man, we surely got 
trouble.

But don’t you worry your 
pretty little head about it. The 
hired help in Washington are 
working to fix the trouble so 
that by this summer everything 
will be all swell again. How? 
Why don’t you know? The 
answer to the crisis is just as 
plain as the dollar in your pock-
et. They’re going to increase 
the limit on how much we can 
borrow! Yup, just like they and 
their predecessors have done 
since, oh, let’s see . . . 1837.

Really?
The last time our beloved 

country was debt free was when 
the man who’s face graces our 
$20 bills was president – An-
drew Jackson. That’s right. The 
seventh president of the U.S. 
said that the country couldn’t re-
ally be free unless that included 
freedom from debt.

TIM TIMMONS
Two Cents

Athens Arts Presents: A Poetry 
Workshop - Write From The Heart

Jorson Leaming, age 5, has 
completed the Crawfordsville 
District Public Library pro-
gram "1000 Books Before 
Kindergarten". He is the son 
of Jordan and Michaela Leam-
ing. Jorson's favorite book is 
Hand, Hand, Fingers, Thumb 
by Al Perkins. Mom said, 
"Jorson is the fourth kid in his 
family to finish reading 1000 
books. That means he's had 3 
big sisters to help him finish 
this goal. Our family loves to 
read thanks to our librarians!"

Photo courtesy of  CDPL

For beginners and seasoned 
wordsmiths alike, come and 
learn about the different 
poetry structures and how to 
express yourself in the univer-
sal language of love. We will 
dive into the written word as 
an art form and each partic-
ipant will come away with 
several original poems.

Preview sessions are on 
Monday, Feb. 6 at 10 a.m. – 
12 p.m. or Tuesday, Feb. 7 at 
6 – 8 p.m. Workshop ses-
sions are offered both during 
a morning or evening time. 
Morning sessions: Monday’s 
at 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.: Feb. 
13, Feb. 20,Feb. 27 and 
March 6. Evening sessions: 
Tuesday’s at 6 – 8 p.m.: Feb. 
14, Feb. 21, Feb. 28 and 
March 7.

Cost for the preview session 
and four workshop sessions: 
$75.00. Class size will be 
limited. Some Scholarships 
available, contact Athens 
Arts. Preview and Workshop 
sessions will be led by Gwynn 
Wills, Certified Amherst 
Writers and Artists Affiliate 
Workshop Leader and Found-
er of Calliope Writers Group

To register contact: Athens 
Arts at 765-362-7455- if no 
one answers please leave a 
message and someone will 
call you to complete the regis-
tration.

“To me, art begets art. 
Painting feeds the eye just as 
poetry feed the ear, which 
is to say, that both feed the 
soul.” Susan Vreeland.

Come be a pART of it!

See LWV Page A6

See TIM Page A6
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Butch Buys 
Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL
I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

 OBITUARIES
Richard “Dick” Haffner 

Jan. 15, 1938 - Jan. 23, 2023
Richard “Dick” Haffner, 85, of 

Noblesville, passed away on Mon-
day, Jan. 23, 2023 at St. Vincent 
Carmel Hospital surrounded by his 
family. 

He was born on Jan. 15, 1938 to 
the late Donald and Crystal (Moffitt) 
Haffner in Crawfordsville, Ind.

He was the oldest of seven kids, 
graduating from New Ross High 
School where he played basketball for Glenn Harper. 
He then graduated from Butler University where he 
played basketball and baseball for Tony Hinkle. He 
was inducted into both the Montgomery County Hall 
of Fame and the Southmont Hall of Fame. He proud-
ly served his country in the Indiana National Guard. 
For 40 years, he owned Haffner X-Ray Company in 
Noblesville. His joy in life was spending time with 
his grandchildren and watching their sports and ac-
tivities. He was a believer in Jesus Christ and is now 
home with his Savior.

Survivors include his daughter, Kelly (Rob) Louks; 
sons, Scott (Laura) Haffner and Cory (Mandi) Haff-
ner; wife, Marilou Haffner; sister, Christine Myers; 
sister, Carol Stull; brother, Phil Haffner; twin sisters, 
Karon Cox and Sharon Cruser; brother, Ron Haffner; 
11 grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.

Visitation will be from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
Jan. 29, 2023 at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center, 
1685 Westfield Road, in Noblesville. Services will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 30, 2023 at the 
funeral home. Burial will be at Crownland Cemetery 
in Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to Boys & 
Girls Club of Noblesville, 1700 Conner Street, No-
blesville, IN 46060 (https://bgcni.org).

Condolences: www.randallroberts.com

Learn Hands-Only CPR During American 
Heart Month To Save Lives Of Loved Ones

Benedictine College 
Announces Honor Rolls

During February – 
American Heart Month 
– the American Heart 
Association, the leading 
voluntary health organi-
zation devoted to a world 
of longer, healthier lives 
for all, is urging at least 
one person in every 
household to commit 
to learning Hands-Only 
CPR. Cardiovascular 
disease remains the lead-
ing cause of the death in 
the United States. This 
year’s American Heart 
Month activities are 
designed to help motivate 
people to “Be the Beat” 
needed to keep someone 
alive by learning the two 
simple steps it takes to 
save a life – call 911 and 
push hard and fast in the 
center of the chest.   

According to Amer-
ican Heart Association 
data, more than 350,000 
out-of-hospital cardi-
ac arrests occur in the 
United States each year. 
CPR, especially if per-
formed immediately, can 
double or triple a cardiac 
arrest victim’s chance 
of survival – which is 
key since about 90% 
of people who suffer 
out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrests die. And, because 
about 70% of cardiac 
arrests happen at home, 
odds are the person who 
needs CPR will be a fam-
ily member or friend[1]. 
Hands-Only CPR is 
quick and simple to learn 

and can be performed by 
any family member or 
bystanders. 

“If you are called on to 
give CPR in an emergen-
cy, you will most likely 
be trying to save the life 
of a loved one: a spouse, 
a parent, grandparent, 
child or a friend,” said 
Beth Keyser, President of 
Anthem Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield in Indiana.

“We are excited to 
support the American 
Heart Association’s 
Hands-Only CPR cam-
paign and bring aware-
ness to the importance of 
knowing CPR this Heart 
Month. We encourage 
people to be prepared 
for a cardiac emergency 
by learning Hands-Only 
CPR to help save lives.”

Hands-Only CPR 
involves two simple steps 
and anyone can learn it 
from a 60-second video 
available at heart.org/
handsonlycpr. 

Step 1: If a teen or 
adult in your home sud-

denly collapses, call 911 
immediately. 

Step 2: Place one hand 
on top of the other as 
shown in the video and 
push hard and fast on the 
victim’s chest. 

Take advantage of our 
CPR training kiosks as 
you travel. At Indianap-
olis International Airport 
and eight other locations 
throughout the country, 
Hands-Only CPR train-
ing kiosks are produced 
by the American Heart 
Association and sup-
ported by the Elevance 
Health Foundation. Each 
kiosk has a touch screen 
with a short video that 
provides an overview 
of Hands-Only CPR, 
followed by a practice 
session and a 30-second 
test.

"The public can get 
trained in Hands-Only 
CPR in about five min-
utes while they are trav-
eling,” said Dr. Michelle 
A. Albert, president 
of the American Heart 

Association.
“The kiosk has a prac-

tice manikin and provides 
feedback about the depth 
and rate of compression, 
as well as proper hand 
placement – factors that 
influence the effective-
ness of CPR.”

According to the 
American Heart Associ-
ation, people feel more 
confident performing 
Hands-Only CPR and are 
more likely to remember 
the correct rate when 
trained to the beat of a 
familiar song. All songs 
in our 'Don't Drop the 
Beat' playlist are be-
tween 100 - 120 beats 
per minute, the same rate 
at which rescuers should 
perform compressions 
when administering 
CPR. The beat of any 
of several songs includ-
ing “Stayin’ Alive,” by 
the Bee Gees, “Crazy 
in Love,” by Beyoncé 
featuring Jay-Z, “Hips 
Don’t Lie,” by Shakira” 
or “Walk the Line,” by 
Johnny Cash can “Be the 
Beat” to save a life. 

Visit heart.org/hand-
sonlycpr to watch and 
share a Hands-Only CPR 
instructional    video. Be 
the beat and help save a 
life!

The American Heart 
Association’s Hands-On-
ly CPR campaign is 
nationally supported 
by the Elevance Health 
Foundation.

Benedictine College 
has recognized those 
students who have distin-
guished themselves aca-
demically during the last 
semester. Elias Washer 
of Crawfordsville was 
recently named to the 
Dean's List for the fall 
semester, which ended 
Dec. 12, 2022.

Any full-time student 
carrying a minimum of 
12 hours and a perfect 

4.0 grade point average 
through the spring term 
is named to the Pres-
ident's list. Full time 
students with 12 hours 
and a grade point aver-
age of 3.5 are named 
to the Dean's List. Of 
the 2,135 students on 
campus for 2022-2023 
academic year, 171 made 
the President's List and 
794 made the Dean's 
List.
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Turn laundry 
day into 

laundry hour!
Head to Wash ‘N Go, where you will find rows of clean 
washers and dryers just waiting to make quick work 
of your wash day. We have small and large capacity 

machines  that will handle up to 80 pounds of laundry.

Don’t struggle with dropping quarters 
Use our easy Pay Central payment kiosk 

with bills or coins!

Open 7 Days a Week • 7am - 10pm
208 N. Pine Street

(Behind Circle K Station On Darlington Ave.)

WASH ‘N GO
Coin Laundry

JAN. 20-29
INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS  

& EVENT CENTER

DISCOVER. PLAN. DO.

VALID ON REGULAR ADULT ADMISSION ONLY.

DISCOUNT  
COURTESY OF:

buy online & SAVE $2
PROMO CODE: TWO

IndianapolisHomeShow.com

10 DAYS ONLY!
Shop, compare and save with 400+ experts in kitchen & bath, landscaping, flooring and more!

Discover the latest trends as you tour the brand-new 
Centerpiece Home, crafted by Custom Container Builders, 
including a container pool & pool house!

See HGTV stars and twin sisters Leslie 
Davis and Lyndsay Lamb from their hit 
show Unsellable Houses on Fri., Jan 20 
& Sat., Jan. 21!

IHS23_6.621x6_TradeAd.indd   1 12/20/22   10:14 AM
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The Doomsday Clock Set At 90 Seconds To Midnight
The Doomsday Clock 

was set at 90 seconds to 
midnight, due largely but 
not exclusively to Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine 
and the increased risk 
of nuclear escalation. 
The new Clock time 
was also influenced by 
continuing threats posed 
by the climate crisis and 
the breakdown of global 
norms and institutions 
needed to mitigate risks 
associated with advanc-
ing technologies and 
biological threats such as 
COVID-19.

Rachel Bronson, PhD, 
president and CEO, 
Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, said: “We 
are living in a time of 
unprecedented danger, 
and the Doomsday 
Clock time reflects that 
reality. 90 seconds to 
midnight is the closest 
the Clock has ever been 
set to midnight, and it’s 
a decision our experts do 
not take lightly. The US 
government, its NATO 
allies and Ukraine have a 
multitude of channels for 
dialogue; we urge leaders 
to explore all of them to 
their fullest ability to turn 
back the Clock.”

The Doomsday Clock’s 
time is set by the Bulletin 
of the Atomic Scientists’ 
Science and Security 
Board with the support 
of the Bulletin’s Board of 
Sponsors, which includes 
10 Nobel Laureates. 
Previously, the Dooms-
day Clock had been set at 
100 seconds to midnight 
since 2020.

The Doomsday Clock 
statement explains 
that “Russia’s war on 
Ukraine has raised 
profound questions 
about how states inter-
act, eroding norms of 
international conduct 
that underpin successful 
responses to a variety of 
global risks. And worst 
of all, Russia’s thinly 
veiled threats to use nu-
clear weapons remind the 
world that escalation of 
the conflict—by accident, 
intention, or miscalcula-
tion—is a terrible risk. 
The possibility that the 
conflict could spin out of 
anyone’s control remains 
high . . .. Russia has also 
brought its war to the 
Chernobyl and Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear reactor 
sites, violating interna-
tional protocols and risk-
ing widespread release of 
radioactive materials. Ef-
forts by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
to secure these plants so 
far have been rebuffed.” 
The statement has been 
translated into Ukrainian 
and Russian.

Mary Robinson, Chair 
of The Elders and former 
UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, said:

“The Doomsday Clock 
is sounding an alarm for 
the whole of humanity. 
We are on the brink 
of a precipice. But our 
leaders are not acting at 
sufficient speed or scale 
to secure a peaceful and 

liveable planet. From 
cutting carbon emis-
sions to strengthening 
arms control treaties and 
investing in pandemic 
preparedness, we know 
what needs to be done. 
The science is clear, but 
the political will is lack-
ing. This must change in 
2023 if we are to avert 
catastrophe. We are fac-
ing multiple, existential 
crises. Leaders need a 
crisis mindset.”

Ban Ki-moon, Deputy 
Chair of The Elders and 
former Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, 
said:

“Three years ago, I 
helped unveil the Dooms-
day Clock when its hands 
were last moved. Today 
they are even closer to 
midnight, showing how 
much more perilous our 
world has become in the 
wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic, extreme 
weather events and 
Russia’s outrageous war 
on Ukraine. Leaders did 
not heed the Doomsday 
Clock’s warnings in 
2020. We all continue to 
pay the price. In 2023 it 
is vital for all our sakes 
that they act.”

Elbegdorj Tsakhia, 
former President of 
Mongolia and member of 
The Elders, added: “As 
a former President of a 
country landlocked be-
tween two large powers, 
I know how important in-
ternational diplomacy is 
when it comes to tackling 
existential threats. Today 
our world faces multiple 
crises. A common thread 
runs through them all: 
failure of leadership. 
We need a collective 
response rooted in the 
spirit and values of the 
UN Charter that can put 
us back on a pathway 
to peaceful co-existence 
and sustainable develop-
ment.”

Sivan Kartha, PhD, se-
nior scientist, Stockholm 
Environmental Institute, 
lead author for the IPCC 
Sixth Assessment Report, 
and member, Science and 
Security Board (SASB), 
Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, said: "Dealing 
with the crisis of climate 
change requires faith in 
institutions of multilateral 
governance and cooper-
ation. The geopolitical 
fissure opened by the 
invasion of Ukraine has 
weakened trust among 
countries and the global 
will to cooperate."

Suzet McKinney, 
DrPH, Principal and 
Director of Life Scienc-
es, Sterling Bay, and 
member, Science and 
Security Board (SASB), 
Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, said: "Dev-
astating events like the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
can no longer be consid-
ered rare, once-a-century 
occurrences. However, 
disease-induced disaster 
can be avoided if coun-
tries around the world 
cooperate on global 
health strategies."

Steve Fetter, PhD, 
dean of the graduate 
school and professor 
of public policy, Uni-
versity of Maryland, 
fellow, American Phys-
ical Society, member, 
National Academy of 
Sciences Committee on 
International Security 
and Arms Control, and 
member, Science and 
Security Board (SASB), 
Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, said: "Even 
if nuclear use is avoided 
in Ukraine, the war has 
challenged the nuclear 
order—the system of 
agreements and under-
standings that have been 
constructed over six de-
cades to limit the dangers 
of nuclear weapons."

The 2023 Doomsday 
Clock statement details 
other threats and threat 
multipliers beyond the 
most immediate risks 
related to the Rus-
sia-Ukraine War:

Nuclear Weapons
• The last remain-

ing nuclear weapons 
treaty between Russia 
and the United States, 
New START, stands in 
jeopardy. Unless the two 
parties resume negotia-
tions and find a basis for 
further reductions, the 
treaty will expire in Feb-
ruary 2026. This would 
eliminate mutual inspec-
tions, deepen mistrust, 
spur a nuclear arms 
race, and heighten the 
possibility of a nuclear 
exchange.

• China’s considerable 
expansion of its nuclear 
capabilities is particu-
larly troubling, given 
its consistent refusal to 
consider measures to 
enhance transparency 
and predictability. The 
US Defense Department 
claims Beijing may in-
crease its arsenal fivefold 
by 2035 and could soon 
rival the nuclear capabil-
ities of the United States 
and Russia, with unpre-
dictable consequences 
for stability.

• North Korea has 
greatly stepped up its 
intermediate and lon-
ger-range missile testing. 
In late March, North Ko-
rea successfully launched 
an intercontinental bal-
listic missile for the first 
time since 2017. In the 
following months, it also 
launched numerous other 
ballistic missiles, most 
of short range. Perhaps 
most concerning, on 
October 4, North Korea 
launched an intermedi-
ate-range ballistic missile 
over Japan. Meanwhile, 
US officials contend that 
North Korea is preparing 
to conduct its seventh 
nuclear weapon test.

• Iran continues to 
increase its uranium 
enrichment capacity, 
albeit under international 
safeguards outside the 
confines of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of 
Action that once re-
strained it. This positions 
Iran closer to a nuclear 
weapons capability, 

should it decide to cross 
that threshold. Returning 
to the nuclear deal would 
reduce risks and provide 
a path forward, and the 
United States, Europe, 
and other countries have 
made reasonable efforts 
to revive the deal. But 
instability in Iran and 
Tehran’s support for 
Russia's war against 
Ukraine will complicate 
successful negotiations to 
keep Iran from acquiring 
nuclear weapons.

• India continues to 
modernize its nuclear 
arsenal of some 160 war-
heads, with new deliv-
ery systems now under 
development to comple-
ment or replace existing 
nuclear-capable aircraft, 
land-based delivery 
systems, and sea-based 
systems. Pakistan has an 
arsenal of similar size 
and continues to expand 
its warheads, delivery 
systems, and fissile ma-
terial production.

• The United States, 
Russia, and China are 
now pursuing full-
fledged nuclear weapons 
modernization programs, 
setting the table for a 
dangerous new “third 
nuclear age” of competi-
tion. Long-standing con-
cerns about arms racing 
in South Asia and missile 
arms races in Northeast 
Asia complete a dismal 
picture that needs to be 
addressed.

Climate Crisis
• The Russia-Ukraine 

War’s effects are not 
limited to an increase 
in nuclear danger; they 
also undermine global 
efforts to combat cli-
mate change. Countries 
dependent on Russian oil 
and gas have sought to 
diversify their supplies 
and suppliers, leading to 
expanded investment in 
natural gas exactly when 
such investment should 
have been shrinking.

• Global carbon 
dioxide emissions from 
burning fossil fuels, after 
having rebounded from 
the COVID economic 
decline to an all-time 
high in 2021, continued 
to rise in 2022 and hit 
another record high. A 
decline in Chinese emis-
sions was overshadowed 
by a rise in the US, 
India, and elsewhere.

• Not only did weath-
er extremes continue to 
plague diverse parts of 
the globe, but they were 
more evidently attribut-
able to climate change. 
Countries of West Africa 
experienced floods that 
were among the most 
lethal in their histories, 
owing to a rainfall event 
that was assessed to be 
80 times more likely be-
cause of climate change. 
Extreme temperatures in 
Central Europe, North 
America, China, and 
other regions of the 
Northern Hemisphere 
this past summer led 
to water shortages and 
soil drought conditions 
that led in turn to poor 

harvests, further under-
mining food security at 
a time when the Ukraine 
conflict has already driv-
en food price increases. 
Pakistan faced intense 
floods due to a “mon-
soon on steroids” that 
inundated one-third of 
the country, affecting 33 
million people directly 
and unleashing cascad-
ing effects, including a 
major crop failure, an 
epidemic of water-borne 
diseases, and the destruc-
tion of infrastructure, 
homes, livestock, and 
livelihoods.

Bio-Threats
• Devastating events 

like the COVID-19 
pandemic can no lon-
ger be considered rare, 
once-a-century occur-
rences. The total number 
and diversity of infec-
tious disease outbreaks 
has increased signifi-
cantly since 1980, with 
more than half caused by 
zoonotic diseases (that 
is, disease originating in 
animals and transmitted 
to humans). As such, 
zoonoses put the human 
population at signifi-
cant risk for pandem-
ics. There is immense, 
uncharacterized diversity 
within the 26 virus fam-
ilies and the many phyla 
of bacteria and other 
microbes known to infect 
humans. The world’s 
ability to predict which 
of these viruses and mi-
crobes are most likely to 
cause human disease is 
woefully inadequate.

• Laboratory acci-
dents continue to occur 
frequently. Opportunities 
for human error, limited 
understanding of novel 
disease characteristics, 
lack of local govern-
ment knowledge about 
the types of research 
occurring in labs in their 
jurisdictions, and con-
fusion about lab safety 
requirements all chal-
lenge current laboratory 
biosafety and biosecu-
rity programs. It is also 
easier now than ever 
to obtain and modify 
pathogens, increasing the 
chances of pandemics 
caused by laboratory 
accidents.

• Recent events—in-
cluding especially the 
Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and its continu-
ing disinformation efforts 
in regard to biological 
weapons—have changed 
the landscape of bio-
logical threats. The risk 
that Russia will engage 
in biological warfare 
increases as conditions 
in Ukraine become 
more chaotic, weaken-
ing norms of warfare. 
Escalation of the war 
in Ukraine poses many 
potentially existential 
threats to humanity; one 
of them is biological.

Disinformation and 
Disruptive Technology

• On the disinforma-
tion front, there was 
some good news: For the 
most part, the Ameri-
can electorate rejected 

election deniers in 2022, 
and in France, President 
Emmanuel Macron over-
came a historic challenge 
from his country’s far-
right candidate Marine 
Le Pen. Meanwhile, the 
Biden administration 
continued its efforts 
to increase the role of 
scientists in informing 
public policy.

• On the other hand, 
cyber-enabled disinfor-
mation continues unabat-
ed. In the United States, 
political opposition to a 
“Disinformation Gover-
nance Board” proposed 
by the Department of 
Homeland Security 
was grounded in willful 
misrepresentation and 
the politics of personal 
destruction. But non-sub-
stantive and misleading 
as its messages were, the 
opposition succeeded in 
causing the department 
to withdraw its proposal. 
These types of attacks 
are hardly new but are 
emblematic of corrup-
tion in the information 
environment.

• Inside Russia, mean-
while, government con-
trol of the information 
ecosystem has blocked 
the wide dissemination 
of truthful information 
about the Ukraine war. 
Chinese use of surveil-
lance technology has 
continued apace in Xin-
jiang. As we stated last 
year, the extensive use of 
surveillance technologies 
has disturbing implica-
tions for human rights 
and poses a distinct 
threat to civil society.

• Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has also 
shredded norms of be-
havior in space, publicly 
threatening to use an 
anti-satellite weapon 
against US Starlink 
satellites, arguing that 
they are not merely a 
commercial system but 
a military one as well. 
Ukraine has made use 
of Starlink in its conflict 
with Russia.

The Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists was 
founded in 1945 by Al-
bert Einstein, J. Robert 
Oppenheimer, Eugene 
Rabinowitch and Univer-
sity of Chicago scientists 
who helped develop the 
first atomic weapons in 
the Manhattan Project. 
The scientists felt that 
they “could not remain 
aloof to the consequenc-
es of their work” and 
worked to inform the 
public and policymakers 
about man-made threats 
to human existence.

The Doomsday Clock 
was created in 1947 
by the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists to con-
vey how close humanity 
is to destroying itself. 
Designed by painter 
Martyl Langsdorf, the 
Clock has become an in-
ternational symbol of the 
world’s vulnerability to 
catastrophe from nuclear 
weapons, climate change 
and disruptive technolo-
gies.
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

ENJOY 100% guar-
anteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks!  Get 
4 FREE Burgers Order 
The Griller’s Bundle 
- ONLY $79.99. Call 

1-844-873-3738 mention 
code: 63281FHJ or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/

family671

High-Speed Internet. 
We instantly compare 

speed, pricing, availabili-
ty to find the best service 

for your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99/month! 

Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 

1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .50 cpm w/ 
option to make .60 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber 

Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-977-

7069

DIRECTV - Switch 
and Save! $39.99/month. 
Select All-Included Pack-
age. 155 Channels. 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-888-

885-8931

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER
ISSUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions 
apply. 888-715-8176

Moving out of state 
in the next 30-60 days?  

Don’t get taken for a ride! 
Moving APT offers a 

PRICE MATCH GUAR-
ANTEE and RISK FREE 
RESERVATIONS. Car-
riers are all licensed and 
bonded. Free quote! Call 

1-844-875-1997

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 

you!! Call 24/7, 
844-284-4920

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed for SSD 

and denied, our attorneys can help 
get you approved! No money out of 

pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain freedom 
with a Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrator! 

No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaran-
teed Lowest Prices! 

Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 

866-770-6849

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.

familycourtdirect.com/Fam-
ily/Law - Low Cost Legal 
Services - Pay As You Go 
- As low as $750-$1,500 - 
Get Legal Help Now! Call 
1-888-417-4602 Mon-Fri 

7am to 4 pm PCT

DISH Network. $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 

Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 

Devices. Call today! 
1-855-551-9764

HEARING AIDS!! 
Buy one/get one FREE! 
High-quality recharge-
able Nano hearing aids 
priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly 

invisible! 45 day money 
back guarantee! 844-

932-3007

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 

for you! Our network has recovered 
millions for clients! Call today for a 
FREE consultation! 844-517-6414

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 
50 to 80). No medical exam. Af-

fordable premiums never increase. 
Benefits never decrease. Policy will 
only be cancelled for non-payment. 

833-535-1043

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ 
for cylinders and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-313-9840 

or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

Classifieds
765-361-0100 ext. 15 l class@thepaper24-7.com

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease. 
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Notice is hereby given that bids will be received from invited Bidders
For: Asbestos Removal for North Montgomery High School
 480 W. 580 North
 Crawfordsville, IN  47933
At: Patterson Horth, Inc.
 5745 Progress Road, Indianapolis, IN 46241
Until: 2:00 PM local time, Tuesday, February 21st, 2023
 Bids received after that time will be returned unopened.
Pre-bid meeting will be held at the project site on Tuesday, February 7th @ 3:30 

PM.  Bidders to meet at main entrance of High School building.
Complete bidding documents may be obtained by bidders from: 

Patterson Horth, Inc.
5745 Progress Road

Indianapolis, IN 46241
Contacts:  Jacob Jeffries 
Phone:    317-243-6104 

Email:      jwjeffries@pattersonhorth.com
Each bid proposal shall include all labor, material, equipment, tools, insurance 

and services necessary to complete the project in strict accordance with the drawings 
and specifications as prepared by:

 Asbestos Consultant: Alliance Environmental Group, Inc.
   5153 Commerce Square, Suite F
   Indianapolis, IN  46237
Construction Manager: Patterson Horth, Inc.
   5745 Progress Road
   Indianapolis, IN  46241
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all Bids and to waive any 

irregularities in the bidding.
All bids shall be itemized and all signatures must include the corporate position 

of the signer.
No bidder may withdraw their bid for a period of sixty (60) days after the day 

set for the opening of bids.
By making a Bid, each Bidder represents that they have read and understands 

the Bidding Documents and their Bid is made in accordance therewith, they have 
visited the Project Site and familiarized themselves with the obstacles and conditions 
as they exist and as they will be encountered during the execution of the work, and 
their Bid is based on the Drawings and Specification and all terms and conditions as 
described in the Bidding Documents without exception.

The Bid shall be submitted on the Bid Form as included in Division 1 Bidding 
Documents.

The construction schedule and phasing are included in Bid Documents
Questions will be accumulated and researched and answers will be distributed 

to all bidders with questions anonymously listed. Answers will be distributed via 
addendum.

Bidders shall submit Bid in a sealed envelope and include on the face of the 
envelope Bidders name, address, and telephone number. Bid shall be delivered to:

Patterson Horth, Inc. 5745 Progress Road
Indianapolis, IN  46241
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TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE AND 
ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me, directed from the Clerk of the 

Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No. 54C01-1912-MF-001324, 
wherein Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB, As Trustee Of Stanwich Mortgage 
Loan Trust I  was Plaintiff, and Emily A. Vanhook, AKA Emily Vanhook, Brady R. 
Vanhook, AKA Brady Vanhook and Capital One Bank were Defendants, requiring 
me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree, with interest and cost, I will 
expose at public sale to the highest bidder on the 8th day of March, 2023, at the hour 
of 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as is possible, at Sheriff’s Office at 600 Memorial 
Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933, the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in 
Montgomery County, Indiana.

Parcel 1:
Part of the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter of section 35, township 

20 north, range 5 west, bounded as follows: Beginning at the northwest corner of the 
southeast quarter of said section; running thence south 10 rods; thence east 8 rods; 
thence north 10 rods; thence west 8 rods to the place of beginning, containing 1/2 acre, 
more or less, in Montgomery County, Indiana.

Parcel 2:
Part of the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter of section 35, township 20 

north, range 5 west bounded as follows: Commencing at a point that is 10 rods south of 
the northwest corner of the southeast quarter of said section for a place of beginning, 
thence south 10 rods; thence east 8 rods; thence north 10 rods; thence west 8 rods to 
the place of beginning, containing .50 or an acre, more or less, in Montgomery County, 
Indiana.

More commonly known as: 2499 West 650 North, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Parcel No. 54-03-35-400-012.000-011, 54-03-35-700-011.000-011
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said sale will be made 

without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
“Subject to all liens, encumbrances and easements of record not otherwise 

extinguished in the proceedings known as Cause 54C01-1912-MF-001324 in the 
Circuit Court of the County of Montgomery, Indiana.”

Attorney for Plaintiff: J. Dustin Smith 
ATTORNEY NO. 29493-06 
Manley Deas Kochalski LLC 
P.O. Box 165028 
Columbus OH  43216-5028 
Sheriff of Montgomery County
Coal Creek Township
2499 West 650 North
Street Address
The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street address 

published herein.
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TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE AND 
ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk of Circuit 

Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No.  54D01-2209-MF-000785 
wherein Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans Inc. 
was Plaintiff, and Zane Campbell, was Defendant, requiring me to make the sum as 
provided for in said Decree with interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to the 
highest bidder, on the 8th day of March, 2023, at the hour of 10:00 A.M. or as soon 
thereafter as is possible, at 600 Memorial Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933, the fee 
simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Montgomery County, Indiana. 

Lot numbered 11 as the same is known and designated on the recorded plat of 
Fairlane Subdivision, a Subdivision of part of the West Half of the Southeast Quarter 
of Section 33, Township 19 North, Range 4 West in Montgomery County, Indiana as 
said plat appears of record in Deed Record 165 page 433 in the Recorder’s Office of 
Montgomery County, Indiana.

More commonly known as: 407 Fairlane Dr, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Parcel No. : 54-07-33-442-022.000-030
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said sale will be made 

without relief from valuation or appraisement laws. 
Doyle & Foutty, P.C.
41 E Washington Street
Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Union Township 
Sheriff of Montgomery County
407 Fairlane Dr, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Street Address 
The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street addressed 

published herein 
SERVICE DIRECTED TO:
Zane Campbell
407 Fairlane Dr
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
MANNER OF SERVICE:  Sheriff

NOTICE
DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR
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PUBLIC NOTICES

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE AND 
ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me, directed from the Clerk of 

Montgomery Court in Cause No. 54D01-2206-MF-000466, wherein PINGORA 
LOAN SERVICING, LLC was Plaintiff, and RICHARD J. WATKINS, et al., were 
defendants, requiring me to make the sum as provide for in said Decree, with interest 
and costs, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder, on the 8th day of March, 
2023, at the hour of 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, at 600  Memorial 
Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933, the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in 
Montgomery County, Indiana, described as follows:

A PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 22, TOWNSHIP 
17 NORTH, RANGE 5 WEST, BROWN TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 
INDIANA, BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING AT A RAILROAD SPIKE FOUND MARKING THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 
22; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 50 SECONDS EAST 1405.45 
FEET ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 22 TO A MAGNETIC NAIL WITH METAL WASHER STAMPED 
“HAUSE PLS20600040” (HEREAFTER CALLED MAG NAIL WITH WASHER), 
SAID POINT BEING THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THIS DESCRIPTION; 
THENCE CONTINUING SOUTH 89 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 50 SECONDS EAST 
494.30 FEET ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 22 TO A MAG NAIL WITH WASHER; THENCE SOUTH 
00 DEGREES 16 MINUTES 31 SECONDS WEST 352.50 FEET TO A 5/8-
INCH DIAMETER REBAR WITH BLUE PLASTIC CAP STAMPED “HAUSE 
PLS2060040” (HEREAFTER CALLED CAPPED REBAR); THENCE NORTH 
89 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 50 SECONDS WEST 494.30 FEET TO A CAPPED 
REBAR; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 16 MINUTES 30 SECONDS EAST 
352.50 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

CONTAINING 4.00 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AND BEING SUBJECT TO 
ALL LEGAL HIGHWAYS, RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND EASEMENTS OF RECORD.  

More Commonly Known as: 3663 W 950 S, Waveland, IN 47989
Parcel No: 54-14-22-300-006.000-003
Together with rents, issues, and profits hereof, said will be made without relief 

from valuation or appraisement laws.
Subject to all liens, encumbrances and easements of record not otherwise 

extinguished in the proceedings known as Cause No 54D01-2206-MF-000466 in the 
Montgomery Superior Court.

Jason E. Duhn
ATTORNEY NO 26807-06
Diaz Anselmo & Associates, LLC
1771 West Diehl Road, Suite 120
Naperville IL 60563
Sheriff of Montgomery County
Brown Township 
3663 W 950 S , Waveland, IN 47989
Street Address
The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the  accuracy of the street published 

herein.
SERVICE DIRECTED TO: 
RICHARD J. WATKINS
3663 W 950 S
WAVELAND, IN 47989
Type of Service: Personal or Copy

NOTICE
DIAZ ANSELMO & ASSOCIATES, LLC IS A DEBT COLLECTOR. THIS IS 

AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
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Indiana’s December ‘22 
Employment Report

Indiana’s unemploy-
ment rate in December 
stands at 3.1%, ac-
cording to the Indiana 
Department of Work-
force Development. By 
comparison, the national 
unemployment rate for 
December stands at 
3.5%.

In addition, Indiana’s 
labor force participation 
rate held at 63.2% for 
December, remaining 
above the national rate 
of 62.3%. Indiana’s 
total labor force, which 
includes both Hoosiers 
employed and those 
seeking employment, 
stands at 3,398,408 - an 
increase of 3,369 from 
the previous month.

Private sector em-
ployment in Indiana 
decreased by 4,600 jobs 
over the last month, 
translating to a gain of 

54,200 jobs from this 
time last year. Indi-
ana's December private 
employment stands at 
2,784,500. Industries 
that experienced job 
increases in December 
included:

• Trade, Transporta-
tion and Health Services 
(+900);

• Manufacturing 
(+600);

• Construction 
(+300); and

• Financial Activities 
(+100).

As of Jan. 17, 2023, 
there were 128,198 open 
job postings throughout 
the state. In December, 
21,773 people in Indiana 
received unemployment 
benefits.

Individuals looking for 
work, training or career 
advice are encouraged to 
visit NextLevelJobs.org.

Please visit 
us online:

thepaper24-7.com
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USDA Announces Additional Assistance For Dairy Farmers
The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) today 
announced the details of 
additional assistance for 
dairy producers, including 
a second round of pay-
ments through the Pandem-
ic Market Volatility Assis-
tance Program (PMVAP) 
and a new Organic Dairy 
Marketing Assistance Pro-
gram (ODMAP).

The update to PMVAP 
and the new ODMAP will 
enable USDA to better 
support small- and medi-
um-sized dairy operations 
who weathered the pan-
demic and now face other 
challenges.

“The Biden-Harris 
administration continues to 
fulfill its commitments to 
fill gaps in pandemic assis-
tance for producers. USDA 
is announcing a second set 
of payments of nearly $100 
million to close-out the 

$350 million commitment 
under PMVAP through 
partnerships with dairy 
handlers and cooperatives 
to deliver the payments.,” 
said USDA Under Sec-
retary for Marketing and 
Regulatory Programs Jenny 
Lester Moffitt.

“USDA is also announc-
ing new assistance targeted 
to small to medium size 
organic dairy farmers to 
help with anticipated mar-
keting costs as they face a 
variety of challenges from 
weather to supply-chain 
challenges.”

Pandemic Market Vola-
tility Assistance Program

PMVAP assists pro-
ducers who received a 
lower value due to market 
abnormalities caused by 
the pandemic and ensuing 
Federal policies. As a 
result of the production cap 
increase, USDA’s Agri-

cultural Marketing Service 
(AMS) will make PMVAP 
payments to eligible dairy 
farmers for fluid milk sales 
between 5 million and 9 
million pounds from July 
through December 2020.

This level of production 
was not eligible for pay-
ment under the first round 
of the PMVAP. Payment 
rates will be identical to the 
first round of payments, 80 
percent of the revenue dif-
ferent per month, on fluid 
milk sales from 5 million to 
9 million pounds from July 
through December 2020.

USDA will again distrib-
ute monies through agree-
ments with independent 
handlers and cooperatives, 
with reimbursement to 
handlers for allowed ad-
ministrative costs. USDA 
will contact handlers with 
eligible producers to notify 
them of the opportunity to 

participate.
As part of the first 

round, PMVAP paid 
eligible dairy farmers on 
up to 5 million pounds 
of fluid milk sales from 
July through December 
2020. The first round of 
payments distributed over 
$250 million in payments 
to over 25,000 eligible 
dairy farmers. These dairy 
farmers received the full 
allowable reimbursement 
on fluid milk sales up to 5 
million pounds.

More information about 
the PMVAP production 
cap increase is available at 
ams.usda.gov/pmvap.

Organic Dairy Market-
ing Assistance Program

The new ODMAP, to be 
administered by USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency 
(FSA), is intended to help 
smaller organic dairy farms 
that have faced a unique set 

of challenges and higher 
costs over the past several 
years that have been com-
pounded by the ongoing 
pandemic and drought con-
ditions across the country.

Many small organ-
ic dairy operations are 
now struggling to stay in 
business and FSA plans to 
provide payments to cover 
a portion of their estimated 
marketing costs for 2023. 
Final spending will depend 
on enrollment and each 
producers projected pro-
duction, but ODMAP has 
been allocated up to $100 
million.

The assistance provided 
by ODMAP will be provid-
ed through unused Com-
modity Credit Corporation 
funds remaining from 
earlier pandemic assistance 
programs. The assistance 
will help eligible organic 
dairy producers with up to 

75 percent of their future 
projected marketing costs 
in 2023, based on national 
estimates of marketing 
costs.

This assistance will 
be provided through a 
streamlined application 
process based on a national 
per hundredweight pay-
ment. The payments will 
be capped at the first five 
million pounds of anticipat-
ed production, in alignment 
with preexisting dairy pro-
grams that target assistance 
to those smaller dairies 
that are most vulnerable to 
marketing challenges. This 
program is still in develop-
ment.

Details about the Organic 
Dairy Marketing Assistance 
Program will be available 
and updated at farmers.gov 
as more details are released 
in a Notice of Funds Avail-
ability later this year.

Postal Service On-Time 
Performance Similar In Rural, 
Urban Areas, Report Finds

By Adam Goldstein 

Challenges with the 
cash-strapped United 
States Postal Service 
sent many Americans to 
their wit’s end during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
especially in communities 
reliant on the mail for 
essential goods.

Yet despite concerns 
from members of Con-
gress that recent service 
changes hit rural com-
munities more than urban 
centers, a new report 
from the U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability 
Office found few signif-
icant differences in on-
time USPS delivery rates 
between these locales.

“The report validates 
expectations that there 
are few differences in 
service performance for 
urban and rural areas,” 
said Angela Curtis, the 
USPS vice president of 
delivery operations, in a 
written response to the 
report from the GAO, a 
government watchdog.

The Postal Service’s 
financial viability has 
been on the GAO’s High 
Risk List since 2009. 
The GAO said that in 
response, the Postal Ser-
vice has recently “made 
changes to its operations 
designed to restore finan-
cial self-sufficiency.”

New Hampshire sena-
tor’s request

Sen. Maggie Hassan, 
D-N.H., a member 
of the Committee on 
Homeland Security and 
Government Affairs, has 
consistently highlighted 
the importance of mail 
service to rural commu-
nities since before the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
began. Hassan asked 
the GAO to examine 
performance differences 
between rural and urban 
areas.

“I am concerned that 
USPS’s efforts to address 
financial and operational 
challenges in the past 
several years have dis-
proportionately affected 
rural communities,” Has-
san said in her January 
2020 request letter to the 
GAO.

“I regularly hear from 
our constituents about 
various mail delivery is-
sues — from transit time 
that seems to be longer 
than USPS reports, to 
mail that is not delivered 
at all.”

GAO auditors ana-
lyzed on-time delivery 
performance for the four 
largest USPS mail types 
by volume from October 
2020 to December 2021.

The team specifical-
ly examined data from 
first-class mail, market-
ing mail, periodical and 
package deliveries. These 
categories collectively 
comprise more than 90% 
of USPS mail volume 
and more than half of 
USPS revenue, accord-
ing to the GAO report, 
which was published Jan. 
12.

At the national and re-
gional levels, the auditors 
found no differences of 
5% or greater in on-time 
delivery rate between 
urban and rural areas for 
any of the mail products 
studied.

At the postal district 
level, they found no dif-
ference of 5% or greater 
in on-time delivery rates 
for packages between 
urban and rural areas.

The GAO did cite that 
eight of 50 postal dis-
tricts nationwide had a 
5% or greater difference 
in on-time mail delivery 
rate of periodicals, which 
varied between favoring 
urban and rural areas.

The districts in which 
on-time USPS periodical 
deliveries occurred 5% 
or more frequently in 
rural areas than urban 
areas included Louisiana, 
Georgia, south Florida, 
northern Illinois, eastern 
Pennsylvania plus Dela-
ware, and Maryland.

In Hawaii and the 
district comprising 
Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, on-time period-
ical deliveries occurred 
5% or more frequently 
in urban areas than rural 
areas.

The USPS justified this 
disparity to the GAO by 
noting “periodicals arrive 
at the facility multiple 
times per day, which can 
create staffing conflict 
between package and 
periodical delivery.” 
The USPS reported that 
it plans to move up the 
time in which periodicals 
enter the mail system in 
order to minimize these 
delays.

The GAO also found 
that Hawaii was the only 
state with a 5% or great-
er split in on-time deliv-
ery rate of first-class and 
marketing mail between 
urban and rural areas, 
favoring urban areas.

The authors said USPS 
attributed this difference 
to the fact that Hawaii 
brings in mail via boat 
and plane. These modes 
of mail transport can 
lead to problems in rural 
service due to limited 
cargo space, according 
to USPS officials cited in 

the report.
A lack of demographic 

monitoring
In the same report, the 

GAO determined that 
after the USPS makes 
service and operational 
changes, administrators 
do not have a system 
for collecting data on 
impacts to demographic 
groups.

In 2021, USPS imple-
mented two nationwide 
adjustments to service 
standards, extending the 
time carriers could take 
to deliver first-class mail 
and periodicals, along 
with first-class packag-
es. The auditors found 
the USPS modeled the 
effects that this change 
would have on rural 
areas before consulting 
the Postal Regulatory 
Commission for an advi-
sory opinion, as required 
by federal law.

However, the GAO 
also found that after these 
service changes were 
implemented, the USPS 
used its existing soft-
ware to monitor impacts, 
which does not account 
for urban and rural 
differences in delivery 
performance.

The authors of the re-
port also looked at three 
major USPS operational 
changes affecting rural 
communities in 2021. 
These changes included 
consolidating facilities, 
optimizing delivery 
routes, and reducing mail 
carrier trips by merging 
priority and regular runs. 
Operational changes 
within the USPS do not 
require postal regulators’ 
approval.

The GAO found that 
while the USPS con-
sulted agency stake-
holders on impacts to 
rural service prior to 
making these changes, 
once again they did not 
monitor for effects on de-
livery performance after 
the changes were execut-
ed. USPS officials told 
the GAO that given no 
effect on rural deliveries 
was expected from these 
changes, the agency did 
not monitor for impacts 
to these communities.

Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Follow Indiana 
Capital Chronicle on face-
book.com/IndianaCapital-
Chronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle
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of there.” Charter 
schools had lost their 
shiny promise starting 
with some high-profile 
cases of financial mis-
management. Exacer-
bating the problem were 
mid-year closures by 
some charters which, 
when they failed to 
thrive, left students 
and families in a lurch. 
Furthermore, the data 
suggested that charters do 
not improve educational 
outcomes in compari-
son to traditional public 
schools.

For context, Indiana 
has long supported school 
options, but schools that 
are public (including 
traditional public schools 
and charter schools) 
are required to provide 
services for neurodiver-
gent, special needs, or 
ESL populations. Private 
schools, traditionally 
associated with religious 
organizations, have been 
able to cherry-pick which 
students they can best 
educate and turn away 
students for a host of rea-
sons, including religious 
differences and lack of 
services. In Indiana, 
homeschools have a des-
ignation as unaccredited 
freeway schools that edu-
cate a granular population 
and do not receive public 
dollars.

So, in 2011, politicians 
turned to vouchers as the 
next big “solution” for 
those black and brown 
kids. After passing the 
voucher program into 
law, politicians and 
pundits told national 
donors that Indiana had 
the cutting-edge voucher 
program in the nation.

“That was bringing in 
money,” McCormick 
said, not for parents and 
students but for poli-
ticians in the form of 
campaign support, and 
it won the politicians the 
attention they crave from 
big names like the Wal-
ton family, the DeVos 
Foundation, and Purple 
for Parents. Their goals 
often align around the 
privatization of educa-
tion.

The voucher program 
sent dollars to private 
schools, McCormick 
noted, which resulted in 
further religious segrega-
tion and division, more 
racial identity politics 
and denial of (dis)ability 
rights.

“None of those pol-
iticians were surprised 
or unhappy at the 
divisions created,” said 
McCormick, nor did 
it trouble them that the 
vast majority of voucher 
dollars were not being 
used by black and brown 
students.

Another trend 
emerged. In 2011, 
Indiana had 241 private 

schools. Fast forward to 
2023, Indiana now has 
324 private schools.

“Many people de-
fine private schools as 
something you're famil-
iar with. Usually, it is 
religiously associated,” 
McCormick said. “Not 
in Indiana. The definition 
of private school is loose-
ly, loosely defined.” 
Private schools may be 
accredited by third-par-
ty organizations, 10 of 
which are recognized by 
the Indiana Department 
of Education. Without 
accreditation, parents do 
not have certainty that 
their students will receive 
a quality education. Ac-
creditation is optional.

Dot Two: “So when I 
was in the Department of 
Education, we would get 
calls and they would say, 
hey, there's a school that 
started,” McCormick 
said. “You need to check 
on the wellness of the 
kids because it is in the 
back of a taco stand. It's 
a private school, and you 
need to go check on it.”

As McCormick spoke 
she gestured and shook 
her head as if it was 
impossible that anyone 
would try these schemes.

“So we'd send a team 
out. Sure. Now we had 
a school that was do-
ing nothing with your 
money, in the back of 
a taco stand,” she went 
on. “There's no books, 
there's no teacher, but 
they're pulling in vouch-
er money because it is 
a very, very expensive 
program with no guard-
rails.”

In other words, the 
definition and accredita-
tion expectations remain 
intentionally loose. In 
part, freeway (home-
schools) and private 
schools can benefit from 
this lack of regulation. 
As McCormick noted, 
there are some very 
good homeschools and 
private schools, just as 
there are some good 
charter schools and some 
poor-performing tradi-
tional public schools. 
Her concern was not in 
promoting one school 
option as the only one.

To be clear, McCor-
mick said, her issue with 
the voucher program is 
about millions of dollars 
flowing out of the state 
because these schools act 
like false fronts, setting 
up and claiming the 
voucher funds until after 
Indiana’s “count day.” 
Count day occurs once 
per semester ordinarily, 
and schools must re-
port who is on the rolls 
and came to school that 
day, showing that the 
school can claim funds 
to educate that student. 
Once that day passes, 
these front schools send 

the students back to their 
traditional public school 
with a “sorry.” The op-
erators leave the state for 
the rest of the semester, 
taking money with them. 
Frustrated by the fiscal 
damage to the state and 
to taxpayer investments, 
McCormick’s team 
reported these schools to 
the Attorney General’s 
office, to legislators, to 
anyone who could hold 
these schools account-
able. No one acted, she 
said

This year, Indiana’s 
legislature is consider-
ing a new bill that will 
expand funding to cover 
materials, not just for 
traditional schools and 
charter schools, but also 
private schools. The 
voucher program, which 
was worth more than 
$241.4 million in the 
2021-22 school year – a 
44 percent increase from 
the previous year – will 
expand and the definition 
of materials is arguably 
as loose as the definition 
of an accredited private 
school. McCormick 
notes that materials could 
be “a TV because maybe 
your kids are watching 
Sesame Street, a trip to 
Disney because maybe 
that's educational or the 
tires for a car because 
maybe you need to get 
them somewhere.”

Dot Three: What’s 
the why? Simon Sinek 
says that humans connect 
emotionally around the 
“why” question. Why? 
Because major donors 
prefer privatization and 
stratification, or segrega-
tion by religion, race and 
socio-economic status.

“You can't unlearn 
what you're learning in 
that room,” said McCor-
mick of the conventions 
that groups paid for her 
to attend. She gathered 
data to follow the money, 
to see who was benefit-
ting, who was cheating 
and how it affected local 
public schools. She’s 
been frustrated by the 
lack of action.

“When I’m the most 
fiscally conservative per-
son in that state house, 
there is a problem,” 
she said. “If I wasted 
money like that I should 
have been fired in three 
minutes. But the waste 
that this is producing is 
unbelievable.”

The League of Women 
Voters is a nonpartisan, 
multi-issue political or-
ganization which encour-
ages informed and active 
participation in government. 
For information about the 
League, visit the website 
www.lwvmontcoin.org; or, 
visit the League of Wom-
en Voters of Montgomery 
County, Indiana Facebook 
page.

What a concept, huh?
To be fair, Jackson had 

his problems. He killed a 
man in a duel, had a lot 
of other fights, owned 
slaves and more. As a 
human being, he had 
issues. When he took of-
fice in 1828, the country 
was still trying to pay off 
the debt from wars – our 
fight for independence 
and the War of 1812. 
Nationally, we owed just 
a tick under $60 million 
– about $1.5 billion in 
today’s money. Jackson, 
a Democrat, called it the 
“national curse.” Over 
his first six years as pres-
ident he cut government 
spending – another novel 
concept – and sold off a 
bunch of federal land out 
west and eliminated the 
debt. To this day, it re-
mains the only time our 
country was debt free.

Let’s think about that 
for a second.

Have you paid off 
a significant debt? A 
house? Car? Maybe a big 
credit card? Remember 
how good it felt?

Isn’t it amazing that 
in the history of this 
great country we’ve only 
done that once in the last 
almost 200 years?

Fast forward to today. 
President Joe Biden and 
the Democrats are play-
ing chicken with House 
Speaker Kevin McCa-
rthy and the Republi-
cans. Over the next few 
months we’re going to 
hear all sorts of postur-
ing, accusations, propos-
als and noise. When the 

dust settles, what we’re 
going to see is an agree-
ment between Dems and 
Repubs to increase the 
debt limit.

Can we go back to 
the idea that hitting the 
limit is like maxing out 
the credit card please? 
Imagine with me, if you 
will, that phone call be-
tween you and the credit 
card company. You are 
well past the friendly 
voice on the other end 
asking how they can 
help. The person you are 
dealing with now – after 
maxing out the card 
time and again – has a 
hard edge to their voice. 
There’s no warm and 
fuzzy anymore. There’s 
talk about being turned 
over to collections. The 
dark and ominous cloud 
looming on the horizon 
means your life is about 
to change. If you can’t 
pay your bills, you could 
lose your car – which 
could mean losing your 
job . . . which could 
mean losing your house 
. . . which could mean . 
. . OH WAIT! It’s OK 
you tell the unfriendly 
voice. You are borrow-
ing a page from your 
elected representatives 
and you have an answer: 
Increase your card’s 
limit!

How’s that going to go 
over?

But that’s exact-
ly what’s going to 
happen in June. The 
$32,000,000,000,000 
– yes, that’s 12 zeroes – 
will be increased. And 

just like that, the folks 
inside the beltway will 
shake hands, congratu-
late themselves on avert-
ing the crisis – the na-
tional media will heave a 
huge sigh of relief – and 
the federal spending 
– which is something 
around $10,000 every 
three seconds – will roll 
on. (How long have you 
been reading this, a min-
ute, two? Guess what? 
The debt is a couple 
hundred thousand bucks 
more than what it was 
when you started.)

And we aren’t doing a 
damn thing about it.

The insanity will con-
tinue so long as we keep 
electing the same people 
over and over. Isn’t it 
time for the grownups in 
the room – and politi-
cians have proven that’s 
not them – to say enough 
is enough. Indiana has 
11 members in Congress 
– Reps. Victoria Spartz, 
Greg Pence, Andre 
Carson, Larry Bucshon, 
Erin Houchin, Frank 
Mrvan, Rudy Yakym, 
Jim Banks and Jim Baird 
and Sens. Mike Braun 
and Todd Young. You 
want them to do some-
thing different? Let ‘em 
know.

Two cents, which is 
about how much Timmons 
said his columns are worth, 
appears periodically on 
Wednesdays in The Paper. 
Timmons is the publisher 
of The Paper and can be 
contacted at ttimmons@
thepaper24-7.com.
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