
Happy Valentine’s Day, Montgom-
ery County! I love you all!

Join The Team!
Sagamore News Media is looking for talented sales people. 

Whether you sell by phone or in person, we want to talk with 
you. Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour and only go up from 
there.  If you have good sales skills, this might be the job you 
have been looking for. Sagamore News Media owns newspapers 
in Noblesville and Crawfordsville and feature award-winning 
work every day. Come be part of our team! Apply today by 
e-mailing resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com.

Montgomery County’s oldest locally owned independent newspaper

CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA	 WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM

50¢

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Aimee Malott
for subscribing!
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE INSIDE 
TODAY’S 
EDITION

“Yours is the light by which my 
spirit's born: - you are my sun, my 

moon, and all my stars.”
E.E. Cummings

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

Obituaries.............A2
Slim Randles.........A4
Brian Howey..........A4

Revelation 1:8 I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, saith the 

Lord, which is and which was, 
and which is to come, the 

Almighty.

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

The Institute of Medicine recom-
mends 600 IU of vitamin D daily to 

age 70 and 800 IU after that.
Today’s health tip was brought 

to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 
to catch his column each week 

in The Paper and online at www.
thepaper24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1Anew Hospice is looking 
for volunteers to provide 
companionship, a listening 

ear, and non-clinical assistance 
to patients both in facilities and 
their homes. Volunteers expe-
rience a rewarding connection 
and provide invaluable comfort 
and support to patients and their 
families. To volunteer, call 317-
300-2292 or email volunteers@
anewhosp.com.

2The Arts Federation (TAF) is 
currently seeking exhibition 
proposals from regional 

artists. TAF provides opportuni-
ties for regional artists to display 
their work at the Wells Commu-
nity Cultural Center, which is 
located at 638 North Street in 
downtown Lafayette. Originally 
built as a memorial library in 
1926, the facility has been ren-
ovated to feature three galleries 
that showcase a broad range of 
talents and media. All artists, 
groups of artists, organizations, 
and schools from north central 
Indiana can apply.

3Yesterday, Congresswoman 
Erin Houchin (R-Ind.-09) re-
leased the following state-

ment after three new objects 
were shot down by our military 
over the weekend. “I’m proud of 
the actions of our military ser-
vice members who safely shot 
down these three new objects 
over the weekend. With that said, 
four incursions into our airspace 
in a matter of days is beyond 
concerning, and the Biden ad-
ministration owes the American 
people a full explanation of what 
these objects are and what their 
purpose is. We shouldn’t have 
more questions than answers 
right now, as we did following 
the first incursion of the Chinese 
spy balloon that was allowed to 
invade our border and essentially 
complete its mission unimpeded. 
Even House Democrats have 
expressed concern that the 
administration is not being more 
forthcoming with information. It’s 
clear what we need is transpar-
ency from the President and his 
administration,” said Congress-
woman Houchin.

 OBITUARIES
See Page A2

 TODAY’S JOKE
What do you call first love in an 
aquarium?
Guppy love!

Dylan Nevitt was taking a break 
from work when one of The Paper’s 
roving photographers happened 
along. Thank you for your smile 
Dylan!

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:41 a.m. 
SET: 6:20 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 56 °F
Low: 33 °F

Today is...
• Valentine’s Day

• Library Lovers Day
• League of Women 

Voters Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1849 In New York City, 
James K. Polk becomes the 
first serving President to 

have his photograph taken
• 1899 Voting machines 

are approved by Congress 
for use in federal elections

Births On This Day
• 1818 Frederick Douglass

American author and 
activist

• 1942 Michael Bloomberg
American businessman, 
politician and the 108th 

Mayor of New York City

Deaths On This Day
• 1779 James Cook

English navy officer, ex-
plorer and cartographer
• 1975 Julian Huxley

English biologist

Butch Has Bats In His Belfry 1,000 Books 
Read Before 
Kindergarten

Ok, I admit it. I hate bats. 
No, not baseball bats, but those 
winged creatures with ugly 
faces and teeth that look like 
fangs...and come out at night 
and fly around...swooping 
down and scaring the bejeebers 
out of just about everyone. Yes, 

I know...they are supposedly 
beneficial critters that eat in-
sects and are mostly harmless. 
Now I said "mostly," and I'll 
tell you why shortly.

As a youngster, there were 
lots of bats on our farm. I 
remember seeing them hang-
ing by their tails in the rafters 
in the barn. Then as darkness 
came, they flew around the two 
security lights in the barnlot. I 
was not afraid of them, and was 
amazed at how fast they could 
fly, turn, and twist. After I be-
came an expert shot at the age 
of 8 with my new Red Ryder 
B-B rifle (subsequently shooting 
out the glass lightning rod bulbs 
on both barns, along with the 
kitchen window), one evening 
at dusk I tried my aim at bats. 
Of course I had no luck, and 

Photo courtesy of  CDPL

Nolan Benecke, age 22 
months, has completed the 
Crawfordsville District Public 
Library program "1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten". He is 
the son of Mathew and Jillian 
Benecke. Nolan's favorite book 
is Hair by Leslie Patricelli. 
Mom said, "The program is a 
wonderful way to get kids inter-
ested in reading and expanding 
their world. I am grateful that 
the Crawfordsville Library 
participates in this program. 
The children's section of the 
library is amazing and Nolan 
enjoys it every time we visit, I 
love that it is inclusive for kids 
of all ages from books to toys 
to play with."

BUTCH DALE
Columnist

Kids Classes Being 
Held At Athens Arts

Athens Arts Gallery is 
offering arts & crafts class-
es for children ages 5-10. 
The classes will be held the 
first Saturday of each month 
–  March through November. 
Classes will be from 10:30 
a.m. to noon and open to chil-
dren 5 years to 10 years. Cost 
is $5 for one child, $10 max 
per family.

The gallery's new loca-
tion is 216 E. Main Street in 
Crawfordsville (across from 
Little Mexico).

Each month's class will 
be unique. The children will 
work with a variety of arts and 

crafts which help develop a 
child’s motor skills and build 
his/her visual skills and art 
appreciation. We will have a 
short lesson about art & art-
ists, and examples of different 
mediums. Then each child will 
choose his/her own activity.

To reserve a spot for 
any of the classes – call 
765.362.7455 during business 
hours or stop by Athens Arts 
Thursdays and Fridays 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. or on Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
You may pay by cash, check, 
or credit card, or pay day of 
class.

New Service On The County’s 
Web Site Offers Residents 
Timely Notice Of Road Closures

Southmont Awarded $400K Grant
With the help of Equitable 

Education Solutions, Southmont 
Schools has been awarded 
the Indiana Department of 
Education’s Comprehensive 
School Counseling Grant. This 
highly selective and innova-
tive grant will provide more 
than $400,000 dollars towards 
Southmont’s efforts to de-
velop comprehensive student 
support services and redesign 
the existing school counseling 
programs. Grant dollars will 
enable Southmont to address 
student needs through a gradua-
tion pathways director, elemen-
tary mental health counselor 
and Second Step Curriculum. 
Licensed social worker, Dr. 
Lori Goss-Reaves, will provide 

direct mental health services 
to staff through the Listen and 
Lighten program, lend her 
expertise to improving South-
mont’s support services for 
both students and staff, and 
ensure optimal coordination of 
available mental health services 
for families. At a time when 
Indiana ranks lowest in the 
nation for counselor to student 
ratio, this grant will propel 
Southmont out of that category 
by bringing staffing in align-
ment with national recommen-
dations of one counselor for 
every 200 students.

The Indiana Department of 
Education identified the impor-

Montgomery County has 
developed a new service on 
its web site that identifies road 
closures inside the County 
boundaries. The service includes 
a map that is regularly updated 
by County staff as road closures 
are reported to the County. Res-
idents can sign up to get notified 
when a road is closed and when 
it reopens.

Some of the activities that 
may cause a road closure 
include construction, accidents 
or a weather-related event. CSX 
construction and repair that 

causes a road closure will be 
included.

“This is a service that we 
currently use internally for our 
staff and we wanted to offer it to 
our residents, too,” said County 
Mapping Director Mike Davis.

“This is a nice feature for our 
residents, so they can plan their 
travel routes accordingly,” said 
County Commissioner President 
John Frey.

Residents can view the road 
closure map by visiting the 
County’s web site at www.
montgomerycounty.in.gov

See BUTCH Page A5

See GRANT Page A5
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 OBITUARIES

Piper Aspen Brooke Randolph 
Feb. 8, 2023

Infant Piper Aspen Brooke Ran-
dolph was born a sleeping baby on 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023 at Colum-
bus Regional Hospital in Columbus, 
Ind. She was the daughter of Charles 
Randolph and Brooke Hughes.

She is survived by her parents; five 
siblings, Rhiyver, Laylah, Landon, 
Liam, and Leighton; paternal grand-
parents, Bill (Bonnie) Randolph 
and Rita (Todd) Hay; and maternal grandfather, Bill 
Hughes; maternal great-grandparents, Tom (Teresa) 
Kendrick and Les (Donna) Hughes; great uncle, Brian 
(Sam) Kendrick and Rob (Misty) Hughes; and aunts, 
Destiny Hay and Pamela Randolph.

She was preceded in death by her maternal grand-
mother, Vickie Kendrick; and paternal great-grandpar-
ents, Bob (Rita) Cotten and Fuzz (Sis) Randolph.

Visitation will be at Sanders Funeral Care, 203 S 1st 
Street, in Kingman on Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2023 from 
12 p.m. till the time of the funeral service at 1 p.m., 
with Pastor Steve Crum officiating. Burial will follow at 
Centennial Cemetery. Share memories and condolences 
online at www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

Paul E. Bell 
March 29, 1954 - Feb. 9, 2023

Paul E. Bell passed away at home 
surrounded by his loving family on 
Thursday, Feb. 9, 2023. He was born 
on March 29, 1954 to Lois Bell in 
Crawfordsville. Paul married Jayme 
Nile on July 7, 1990 in Montgomery 
County.

Paul graduated from North Mont-
gomery High School, Class of 1972, 
and Ivy Tech with an associate degree 
in Business Service. He proudly 
served in the United States Army as a 
Sargent in Germany. Paul was a truck 
driver and mechanic, working at var-
ious local businesses. He was also a 
farmer, working with farming friends 
in the county. Paul and Jayme started 
P&J Repair, repairing motorcycles and automotives.

Paul was a member of the Jamestown American Le-
gion. He loved riding his Harley Davidson Motorcycle 
and attended the 100th Anniversary Event for Harley 
Davidson in Wisconsin.

Paul is survived by his wife, Jayme Bell; 4 children, 
Katina Couts, Gabriel Bell, Cassie Rice (Willie), Kim-
berly Farrell (Brad); 8 grandchildren; 1 great grandson; 
twin sister, Paula Willis; younger sister, Ruth Ann Bell; 
and several nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his mother, Lois Bell; father, 
William “Tennessee” Bell; infant brother, James Allen 
VanGilder; and brothers-in-law, Keith Willis and Mike 
Grenard.

Visitation will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2023 
from 12 noon until the time of the service at 2 p.m. at 
Sanders Priebe Funeral Care, 315 S Washington Street 
in Crawfordsville with military honors presented by the 
Army Reserves and American Legion, Post 72. Burial 
will follow at New Ross Cemetery. Donations may be 
made in Paul’s memory to the Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation, 161 N. Clark, Suite 3550, Chicago, IL 60601 
or www.mda.org. Share memories and condolences at 
www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

Rokita Invites Hoosiers To 
Search More Than Their 
Hearts This Valentine’s Day

Peggy Joanne Scott 
July 9, 1931 - Feb. 11, 2023

On the 9th of July, 1931 Peggy 
Joanne Scott was born in Tangier, 
Indiana, Parke County in the house 
where Bill & Mary Catherine Graves 
made their home for many years. The 
house was built by A.J. Marshall for 
this daughter Lula Grace and new hus-
band, William Henry Hobson. Peggy 
was born to Dorothy & Jay Scott, 
their 4th of 6 children. Peggy lived her 
childhood years on 44 acres one mile south of Sylvania 
where the children played in the woods and stream in the 
summer months when not in school which she attended 
12 years thru high school. Her siblings were: Orville 
Lee, Dorothy Jean, Kenneth Lowell, Myrna Louise, and 
Doris Marilyn “Toots”.

She married John Edward Eppert on her 18th birth-
day, July 19, 1949. From this marriage there were 6 
children, John Douglas and Cynthia Jane – both died as 
babies and the remaining living children, Brenda Lynn 
(Vic) Meagher of Mellott, Patricia Annette (Cass) Miller 
of Tangier, Emily Joanne (Chuck) Marshall of Tangier, 
and Darrell Clifford (Mitzi) Eppert of Tangier; grand-
children: Zach Scott Meagher (deceased), Israel Isaiah 
(Christy) Meagher, Caswell Lee (Amber)Miller, Lacassa 
Leone Norman, Cody Scott (Kayla) Miller, Johna-
than Alexander (Hannah) Marshall, Tiffany Michelle 
Marshall, and Lyndsay Noel Marshall, Justin Michael 
Paxton, Curtis Darrell Eppert, Krista Michelle Paxton, 
and Trevor John Eppert; Great-grandchildren: Caden 
Zane, Lillian Grace, Caitlyn Elizabeth, Samuel Isaiah, 
and Jolene Adele Meagher; and Wyatt Michael, Jasmine 
Leone, Christian Blake, and Cassidy Jane Norman; 
and Ava Jane and Ezra Lane Miller, Lainey Jo Leslie, 
Piper Nova Marshall, Julian Charles Marshall, Baya Jo 
Crum, Marli Michelle Paxton, Knox Alexander Paxton, 
Sebastien David Phelps, and Izabella Renali and Atayven 
Jane Cotten. All of these descendants would make a very 
large picture.

Visitation will be at Sanders Funeral Care, 203 S 1st 
Street, in Kingman on Wednesday, February 15, 2023 
from 5:00pm – 7:00pm. The funeral service will be at 
Tangier Friends Church on Thursday, February 16, 2023 
at 1:00pm with Rev. Tom Norris officiating. The service 
will be recorded which can be viewed on her obituary 
page at www.SandersFuneralCare.com. She will be laid 
to rest in Tangier Cemetery beside her husband John and 
two infant babies. Memorial donations may be given to 
Tangier Friends Church. 

Share memories and condolences online at www.
SandersFuneralCare.com

Attorney General Todd 
Rokita invites Hoosiers 
to visit IndianaUn-
claimed.gov today as 
love fills the air. Valen-
tine's Day is a perfect 
time to see what money 
awaits to sweep you and 
your loved ones off your 
feet. 

“Returning unclaimed 
property to rightful own-
ers is an important part 
of our mission,” Rokita 
said. “This holiday of 
love is a great time for 
Hoosiers to be true to 
their hearts and start 
searching.” 

While all states admin-
ister unclaimed property 
programs, Indiana is 
the only one where the 
attorney general oversees 
this function.  

Last year, Rokita’s 
Unclaimed Property 
Division returned over 
$62 million to Hoosiers, 
and you could be the 
next lucky person to join 
the list. 

Some property owners 
in the Unclaimed Prop-
erty Division’s database 
include such holiday-ap-
propriate first or last 
names as Love, Valen-
tine, Rose, and Candy. 

Here are the types of 
property that might go 
unclaimed this Valen-
tine’s Day that are even 
better than a box of 
chocolates:    

• Unclaimed wages or 
commissions 

• Money orders 

• Safety deposit box 
contents 

• Savings and checking 
accounts 

• Refunds 
• Overpayments such 

as:  
• Credit card balances  
• Cell phone bills 
• DMV payments 
Once unclaimed prop-

erty is in its custody, 
the Unclaimed Property 
Division conducts an 
aggressive outreach ef-
fort to locate the rightful 
owners or heirs.   

Individuals and/or 
businesses have 25 years 
in which to claim mon-
ey once it is reported to 
the Unclaimed Property 
Division.   	

So be sure to check In-
dianaUnclaimed.gov or 
text CLAIM to 46220 to 
search your name, fami-
ly, or business.  

You can also contact 
the Unclaimed Property 
Division at 1-866-462-
5246 or updmail@atg.
in.gov.  

Attorney General Todd Rokita

Update On My Legislation

Connie Jean (Spencer) Cleek 
May 25, 1949 - Feb. 11, 2023

Connie Jean (Spencer) Cleek, age 73 
of New Market, went to be with her 
Lord and Savior on Saturday, Feb. 11, 
2023 at home while surrounded by her 
loving family. She was born in Green-
castle, Ind. on May 25, 1949 to Cline 
Maynard & Margaret Jane (Murphy) 
Spencer.

Connie lived in Russellville through 
5th grade, then moved to New Market 
and graduated from New Market High School in 1967. 
She attended Indiana State University before transferring 
to Ivy Tech and received an Accounting Degree.

During her childhood years she was a member of Put-
nam County 4-H Club showing both horses and sheep. 
She had a strong faith in the Lord, attending church 
in Russellville prior to joining New Market Christian 
Church at age 13. She not only joined the Christian 
Church but began playing the piano for the church at 
age 13. She was a member of the New Market Christian 
Church for 60 years.

On Sept. 27, 1969, she married her high school 
sweetheart, Glen Cleek, at the New Market Christian 
Church. Throughout her life she enjoyed memberships 
in the Wabash Valley Tractor Pullers Association and 
Night Owls with the New Market Christian Church. She 
became a member of Smiles Unlimited Clown Ministries 
on June 27, 1990. She enjoyed several years as “But-
tons” the clown.

She enjoyed Country Music Line Dancing, vacations 
to Silver Lake Sand Dunes in Michigan, and “Jeeping” 
with family and friends, especially Pam & Carl Sacco, 
Todd & Lori DeFouw, Chris and Dave Hodges, and 
Milton & Mary Rice.

She worked in several office positions including a 
Data Entry Specialist at Farm Bureau Co-op, retired 
from Montgomery County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District on May 27, 2014 where she worked as the 
Officer Manager, and worked at CVS for a few years. 
She has recently been playing the piano at New Market 
Methodist Church. She was a people person and was 
always willing to help others which included being a 
Troop Leader/Den Mother for both Girl Scouts & Boy 
Scouts, when her kids were participating. She always 
helped with church activities, school activities, sports 
activities and assisted with planning the New Market 
Alumni Banquet.

She was a wonderful mom and wife, always putting 
her family first. She enjoyed watching her kids, grand-
kids, nephews, and niece’s sports games, school activi-
ties and programs.

She is survived by her husband, Glen Cleek; a 
daughter, Tami (Jason) Hurt-Stumke; a son, Christopher 
“Chris” (Michelle) Cleek; three grandchildren, Riley 
Hurt, Brita Cleek, and Walker Cleek; her beloved canine 
companion, Toby; a brother, Kenny Spencer; nephews, 
Chuck Spencer, Ryan Cleek and David Cleek; nieces, 
Michelle (Ryan) O’Hollaren, Dr. Elizabeth Cleek; and 
a host of great nieces, nephews, friends, and extended 
family members.

She was preceded in death by her parents; a brother, 
Charles Spencer; and a nephew Tony Spencer.

Connie wanted to express a special thank-you to all of 
those that brought food and meals and all those that came 
to visit her. She truly enjoyed all her visits.

Visitation will be at New Market Christian Church, 
302 S 3rd Street, in New Market on Thursday, Feb. 16, 
2023 from 4 – 7 p.m. The funeral service will be at the 
church on Friday, Feb. 17, 2023 at 11 a.m., with Pastor 
Mike Whitacre officiating. Burial will follow at Hebron 
Cemetery in Russellville. Memorial donations may be 
given to the New Market Christian Church or the Mont-
gomery County Animal Welfare League. Sanders Priebe 
Funeral Care entrusted with care. 

Share memories and condolences online at www.
SandersFuneralCare.com.

A bill I authored that 
would expand the rights 
of Hoosiers to access 
their academic transcripts 
and make it easier for 

college dropouts to go 
back to school, unani-
mously passed the Senate 
Committee on Education 
and Career Development 
Wednesday.

An estimated 138,000 
Hoosiers owe an average 
of $2,800 to their former 
university, often because 
of the way the federal 
government treats loans 
and Pell Grants when a 
student withdraws.

Senate Bill 404 would 
require universities to 
give former students the 
transcripts they may need 
for a job or more educa-
tion, as long as they are 
making progress paying 
down the debt.

The bill now moves to 
the full Senate for further 
consideration.

Spencer Deery is the 
State Senator for District 
23, serving portions of 
Montgomery, Fountain, 
Tippecanoe, Parke, Vermil-
lion and Warren counties.

SPENCER DEERY
Guest Columnist

thepaper
find it here!
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BANKING

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 2/28/23

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

ELECTRICAL HOME SERVICES

HOME SERVICES

CONTRACTORS
PAVING & SEALING
812-498-8001
Asphalt Repair • Patching

Sealcoating • Painted Lines
Top quality work at affordable rates

Servicing churches, schools, commercial 
and residential customers

MEADOW SALES

765-569-0777
1916 N. Nyesville Rd.

Rockville, IN 

BOOTS & CARHARTT

VETERANS

I Can’t Sleep, Doc- Part 2
I want to follow up 

on last week’s column 
where I discussed the 
causes of insomnia and 
focus on basic prevention 
and treatments. If the 
cause of insomnia is not 
readily identifiable it’s 
helpful to keep a sleep 
diary for 2-4 weeks to 
share with your doctor. It 
should include sleep and 
wake times, naps, and 
actual time spent sleep-
ing. You can download a 
blank sleep diary at bit.
ly/3DZjTRH.

The most common 
problem identified when 
taking a sleep history or 
reviewing a sleep diary 
is poor sleep hygiene. 
Sleep hygiene is defined 
as “daily activities and 
habits that are consis-
tent with or promote the 
maintenance of good 
quality sleep and full 
daytime alertness.”

When I ask patients 
what they do when they 
can’t fall asleep most 
answer that they continue 
to lie in bed and watch 
the clock. A key sleep 
hygiene concept is that 
one’s bedroom should be 
reserved for sleep and 
sex. It should not be used 
for watching TV, surfing 
the Internet, doing work, 
exercising, etc. You 
need to train your brain 
that when it’s in that 
room it should be shut-
ting off and recharging.

If you are unable to 
sleep you should get out 
of bed and go to anoth-
er room. Engage in a 
low-energy activity such 
as reading or perhaps 
doing a crossword 
puzzle. Do this until you 

become drowsy and then 
go back to bed. If you 
find you can’t sleep after 
15-20 minutes, get out 
of bed again and repeat 
the process. You may 
have to do this numerous 
times. However, don’t 
be tempted to sleep in 
the following day – the 
total hours you spend in 
bed should remain about 
the same each day.

It’s important to have 
a ritual before going to 
bed. This should include 
quiet “wind down” time 
for at least 30 minutes 
before retiring. Some 
say a warm bath or 
shower two hours before 
bedtime can be help-
ful. A light, non-fatty 
snack may also promote 
drowsiness. Meditation 
can be very effective. 
Many of my patients 
were successful using 
the free Oak app on their 
smartphones.

While it is also very 
important to try and 
maintain a consistent 
bedtime, it appears that 
a consistent wake time 
is even more important. 
This is usually extremely 

difficult for folks that 
work nights Monday 
through Friday and 
are off on the week-
ends. They need to try 
and maintain the same 
schedule as closely as 
possible and get the same 
total number of hours of 
sleep that they get while 
working nights.

A tip for night workers 
is to put on dark wrap-
around sunglasses before 
leaving the workplace 
and wear them until you 
get in a dark room at 
home. This helps to keep 
the brain’s, “it’s light 
out, time to wake up” 
switch from being turned 
on, allowing you to get 
to sleep more easily.

I touched on medi-
cations last week, but I 
want to briefly mention 
drugs that frequently 
cause insomnia. Caffeine 
can stay in the system 
for up to eight hours so 
don’t consume it within 
eight hours of bedtime 
if you’re having trouble 
sleeping. Cold medica-
tions containing pseu-
doephedrine (Sudafed®) 
keep the brain awake. 
Nicotine is also a stimu-
lant, so if you’re a smok-
er, you should discuss 
quitting with your health 
provider. Alcohol is the 
last thing you want to 
consume if you’re having 
trouble with insomnia; it 
can prevent entering the 
deep stages of sleep.

Natural products, par-
ticularly melatonin, may 
can help some people. 
It’s important to start at 
a low dose, perhaps ½ 
to 1 mg, and to take it 
at least two hours before 

bedtime. Large doses are 
rarely effective and are 
more likely to cause side 
effects.

Prescription sleep med-
ications should be the 
absolute last resort for 
treating insomnia. These 
medications only provide 
a few extra minutes of 
sleep on average. They 
are all highly addictive 
and may cause unwanted 
or dangerous side effects 
in some people, particu-
larly the elderly.

An excellent resource 
for more information on 
insomnia can be found at 
bit.ly/39XAkPC. I also 
recommend two books 
you can find at Amazon: 
The Sleep Solution: Why 
Your Sleep is Broken 
and How to Fix It by 
Dr. Chris Winter, and 
How to Sleep: The New 
Science-Based Solutions 
for Sleeping Through 
the Night by Dr. Rafael 
Pelayo.

Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy for Insomnia 
(CBT-i) is very effective 
for treatment of chron-
ic insomnia. Finding a 
therapist in your area 
that performs CBT-I can 
sometimes be challeng-
ing. Some of my patients 
received good results 
using CBT-i Coach, an 
app for smart phones. 
You can also check out 
Somryst, a popular and 
effective online course 
for CBT-I, at www.
somryst.com

Dr. John Roberts is 
a retired member of the 
Franciscan Physician Net-
work specializing in Family 
Medicine.

JOHN R. ROBERTS, M.D.
Montgomery Medicine

 Meeting Notes

Crawfordsville 
Council Meeting 
The City of Crawfords-

ville, Indiana 
Feb. 13 at 6 p.m. EDT 
City Building, 300 E. 

Pike Street, Crawfords-
ville, Indiana 47933 

Council Chambers
I. Pledge Presenter: 

Jeff Lucas
II. Prayer Presenter: 

Mike Reidy
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Min-

utes – Jan. 9, 2023.
V. Acknowledgment 

of receipt of the monthly 
Financial Reports

VI. Roll Call for addi-
tions to the Agenda

VII. Fiscal Affairs
A. First reading of an 

Ordinance to Establish 
Fund 2215—Emergency 
Medical Services (Nonre-
verting)

B. A Resolution 
Acknowledging Receipt 
of the 2022 Crawfords-
ville Main Street Annual 
Report

C. A Resolution 
Authorizing an Intergov-
ernmental Cooperation 
Agreement between the 

City of Crawfordsville 
and Montgomery Coun-
ty, Indiana regarding 
Combined Dispatch and 
911 Public Safety An-
swering Point Services

D. First reading of 
an Ordinance Re-Estab-
lishing the Cumulative 
Capital Development 
Fund under Indiana Code 
§ 36-9-15.5

E. First reading of an 
Ordinance Re-Establish-
ing a Cumulative Fire 
Fund under Indiana Code 
§ 36-8-14

F. First reading of an 
Ordinance Amending the 
Green Power Rider for 
Services Rendered by 
Crawfordsville Electric 
Light & Power

VIII. Ordinances & 
Petitions

IX. Traffic, Parking & 
Safety

A. First reading of an 
Ordinance Designating 
Stop Intersections in the 
North Ridge Neighbor-
hood

B. First reading of an 
Ordinance Repealing 
Handicapped Parking 
Designation at 312 South 
Water Street

Visit us online:
thepaper24-7.com

Please visit 
us online:

thepaper24-7.com
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

Lack Of Competitive Politics 
Now Hitting City Halls

The Love Story Of 
Coalie And Wilma

Indiana's political 
scene is in distinct 
decline. Our congressio-
nal races are no longer 
competitive in General 
Elections, whereas in 
past decades there would 
be half a dozen or so of 
seat changes between 
Republicans and Dem-
ocrats. Since the 2011 
reapportionment, not a 
single congressional in-
cumbent has been upset.

Our General Assembly 
has become lop-sided. 
For the first time since 
the Democrat/Republican 
two-party system took 
root in 1856, one party 
(the Republicans) have 
had super majorities 
in both the House and 
Senate since the 2014 
election. That’s an un-
precedented five election 
cycles, and counting. 
The districts are so 
unbalanced that I will be 
amazed if this doesn’t 
continue until the 2031 
maps.

We've seen the consti-
tutional Statehouse races 
become dominated by 
Republicans, with the 
last Democrat victory 
there coming in 2012. 
We've watched the GOP 
dominate at the county 
level, with Indiana Re-
publican Chairman Kyle 
Hupfer telling me that 
his party controls about 
90% of county court-
house offices.

Now we are watching 
this lack of a robust elec-
tion races coming to city 
halls across the state.

What jumps out after 
the Feb. 4 filing deadline 
is how many uncontested 
mayoral races there are 
during this 2023 cycle, 
including cities like 
Kokomo and Elkhart that 
have had competitive 
races in recent cycles. 
There are at least 35 
cities where only Re-
publican candidates have 
filed, including Jeffer-
sonville, Noblesville, 
Bedford and Columbus. 
There are 10 cities where 

only Democrats have 
filed for mayor, includ-
ing Hammond, Elkhart, 
Lafayette, West Lafay-
ette.

When I was a reporter 
at the Elkhart Truth, the 
one guaranteed election 
cycle which would be in-
teresting was the mayor-
al one, where Democrats 
and Republicans rou-
tinely traded that office. 
In 2019, Democrat Rod 
Roberson succeeded Re-
publican Tim Neese. He 
followed Democrat Dick 
Moore. In 1999, Repub-
lican Dave Miller upset 
five-term mayor Jim 
Perron by 1,400 votes.

In Kokomo, Democrat 
Greg Goodnight won 
the mayoral election in 
2007 and held the post 
for three terms. In 2019, 
Republican Tyler Moore 
defeated Democrat Abbie 
Smith with just under 
70% of the vote. With 
the 2023 election filing 
deadline last Friday, 
there are only two Dem-
ocrat council candidates, 
and none for Kokomo 
mayor or city clerk.

Unless a party slates a 
candidate by noon July 
3, this means that Repub-
lican incumbent mayors 
Mike Moore in Jeffer-
sonville, Dave Wood in 
Mishawaka and Dem-
ocrat incumbents Tony 
Roswarski in Lafayette, 
Rod Roberson in Elkhart 
and Tom McDermott in 
Hammond will have no 
challengers.

The situation in West 
Lafayette is intriguing. 
Four-term incumbent 

Republican Mayor John 
Dennis is not seek-
ing reelection and has 
endorsed Democrat Erin 
Easter. She is the only 
mayoral candidate filed.

According to inde-
pendent journalist Dave 
Bangert, who published 
at the Based in Lafayette 
substack site, Mayor 
Dennis pushed Easter to 
run and introduced her at 
her campaign announce-
ment. There are rum-
blings about Republicans 
slating someone after the 
primary. West Lafayette 
has been "hard blue" 
since 2016, outside of 
Dennis, who is Republi-
can in name only.

When Gov. Eric Hol-
comb gave Mayor Den-
nis a Sagamore of the 
Wabash honor, Dennis 
dead-panned, “Leave us 
alone,” before launching 
into a discussion about 
cooperation and faith in 
each other in ways that 
didn’t lean on party affil-
iation. Dennis later said 
he didn’t “understand 
that horse and elephant 
thing very much.” 
Lafayette Mayor Tony 
Roswarski, a Democrat, 
reminded him it was 
donkey for Democrats, 
not a horse. “Really? It 
is an elephant, though, 
right?” Dennis said.

The irony is that while 
Indiana is losing its com-
petitive political dynamic 
at the federal, state and 
local levels, there is a 
move afoot to politicize 
school board races.

According to the Asso-
ciated Press, Indiana Re-
publicans forged ahead 
Wednesday with a pro-
posal that would upend 
the current nonpartisan 
school board elections 
across the state despite 
opponents arguing the 
change would further 
inject politics into local 
schools. The Indiana 
House Elections Com-
mittee voted 6-4 along 
party lines to endorse a 
bill to establish a system 

allowing a decision by 
each of the state’s nearly 
300 school districts on 
whether to require candi-
dates to declare a politi-
cal party. Each district’s 
decision would be made 
through either a voter 
referendum or school 
board vote. It would be 
up to those votes wheth-
er candidates would be 
required to win a party’s 
May primary in order to 
appear on the November 
general election ballot.

During testimony, 
State Rep. Alan Mor-
rison (R-Brazil) said 
it’s about local con-
trol. “There are some 
communities that want 
this and there are some 
communities that don’t," 
Morrison said, according 
to Indiana Public Media. 
"Through this amend-
ment, they will be able 
to make that choice.”

State Rep. Tonya Pfaff 
(D-Terre Haute) said the 
entire concept is unnec-
essary. “I’ve not had any 
constituent come up and 
say that they thought this 
was a good idea, either 
local control or period,” 
Indiana Public Media 
quoted Pfaff as saying.

What we are witness-
ing here in this era is 
a one-party dominance 
is the loss of political 
discourse. This comes 
while there is push 
by General Assembly 
lawmakers to begin the 
instruction of civics into 
our high schools. In the 
old days, that meant 
participating in dynamic 
General Election races 
between two major par-
ties in three out of every 
four Novembers.

We’re losing that. I'm 
not sure where all of this 
will lead us.

The columnist is manag-
ing editor of Howey Politics 
Indiana/State Affairs at 
StateAffairs.com/pro/
Indiana. Find Howey on 
Facebook and Twitter @
hwypol.

BRIAN HOWEY
Howey Political Report

It’s St. Valentine’s 
Day, so I thought I 
should share the love sto-
ry of Coalie and Wilma, 
and every word is true.

Coalie was one of Se-
quoia-Kings Pack Trains’ 
mules. Coal black of 
course, and if he should 
get a good shot, you 
could be kicked. Pack 
mule, not riding mule. 
Wilma was a little brown 
mule belonging to Rock 
Creek Pack Station out 
of Bishop, some 40 miles 
north of us.

Well, my boss, Gene 
Burkhart, and Rock 
Creek’s boss, Herb Lon-
don, pastured their pack 
stock together each win-
ter just outside Indepen-
dence. Come June, we’d 
go catch our stock out of 
this 110,000-acre mostly 
desert ranch, and string 
them together and lead 
them straight up about 10 
miles to a little meadow 
called Onion Valley, 
where our headquarters 
were. It took days to get 
them all up there.

Herb’s packers would 
truck his stock more than 
40 miles north, through 
three towns and lots of 
rough country, to their 
pack station.

It was about three days 
after I’d led a string of 
mules overnight to the 
pack station, including 
Coalie, and got ready for 
our season. I went out in 
the morning and found a 
little brown mare mule 
giving muzzle snuggles 
to Coalie. From the 
brand on her, we knew 
she was one of Herb’s, 
so Gene called him and 
Herb drove all the way to 
get her.

Four days later, she 
was back in the mule 
corral making mulie 
smooches with her boy-

friend. She had tracked 
Coalie from the winter 
pasture down 40 miles of 
highway 395, across five 
miles of desert and up 
nine miles of mountains. 
Twice.

Mules have gender, but 
are sterile hybrids and 
don’t “mate” physically. 
They are a combination 
of a horse mother and a 
donkey dad.

Gene and Herb decided 
love was stronger than 
anything else we had 
around there, so Gene 
gave Herb a mule, and 
Wilma became ours. 
Well, Coalie’s.

After that, for as long 
as they lived, if you took 
one, you had to take the 
other.

A few of the old 
packers said they’d heard 
about mules occasionally 
getting “married” but 
this was the first time 
seeing it, and it was the 
first for me, too.

So Happy Valentine’s 
Day, Coalie and Wilma, 
wherever you roam these 
days. Thanks for setting 
a good example for the 
rest of us. The world 
loves lovers.

Brought to you by Hug-
a-Horse Thrift Store in 
Edgewood, NM. Good folks 
work there. https://www.
thriftstores.net/store/7383/
hug-a-horse-thrift-store/

SLIM RANDLES
Columnist

Never miss a public notice on legal proceedings!
After it prints in your local newspaper, it goes online:

IndianaPublicNotices.com
ThePaper24-7.com
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Butch Buys 
Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL
I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

that was a good thing...
since later on I was 
informed that they are a 
protected species.

However, my indif-
ferent attitude toward 
bats changed in the 
summer of 1958, when 
I was 9 years old. My 
folks were playing cards 
with another couple in 
Darlington one eve-
ning, and they dropped 
me off at the Sunshine 
Theater, handing me a 
quarter for a ticket and 
a dime for popcorn. It 
was vampire movie...
one of those 1950s 
B-rated flicks. What fun! 
One of my cousins was 
sitting in the front row, 
and I sat right behind 
him. I wasn't afraid...
until a vampire-bat-evil-
Dracula-like character 
opened a casket with a 
dead woman inside, and 
then drove a wooden 
stake through her heart. 
She opened her eyes 
and screamed. Blood 
oozed from her mouth. 
That did it. I hightailed 
it down the aisle and ran 
five blocks at lightning 
speed to the home where 
my parents were visiting. 
Then a few weeks later 
I woke up one morning 
to find a bat clinging to 
the wall of my bedroom. 
Oh Lord! Thankfully, 
Dad took care of it. And 
then to top it off, my 
parents told me that my 
cousin, Becky Cohee, 
was awakened one night 
with a bat fluttering near 
her head, and ran down 
the stairs...screaming in 
utter terror...waking her 
entire family, until her 
father managed to trap it.

Well, bats can't 
really hurt you...or so 
I thought. In the late 
1970s, my father-in-law 
was feeding his pigs 
late one evening when 
a bat kept swooping 
down near him. As he 
headed to his pickup, the 
bat nicked him on the 
forehead, drawing blood. 
On the next swoop, he 
knocked the bat to the 
ground and killed it. His 
wife suggested he take 
the dead bat to a veter-
inarian to be examined. 
Two days later, while 
in Clarks Hill, a state 
trooper located him...
and told him to get in the 
patrol car...now. The 
bat had been infected 
with rabies. My father-
in-law then had to go to 
the hospital several times 
for almost two weeks 
to receive shots in the 
abdomen...to prevent 
him from contracting 

the deadly disease. He 
said the shots were very 
painful, but there was no 
alternative back then.

Fast forward to 1991. 
I was a deputy sheriff at 
night, and the Darlington 
librarian by day. One 
evening, while on-duty, 
the library alarm went 
off. When I arrived and 
turned on the lights, a 
bat swooped down right 
past my face. It had set 
off the motion alarms. 
OK...I'm outta there! 
The next day I found the 
bat...dead. However, a 
few years later, I went 
downstairs one afternoon 
to empty the restroom 
waste basket. As I was 
bending down, I heard a 
sqeaking sound, turned 
my head toward the 
window sill...and was 
face-to-face with a bat, 
not more than six inches 
away...wings spread 
out, fangs showing...
staring me right in the 
eyes. I just know that 
bat wanted to suck blood 
from my jugular vein! 
Now what?

I found an old dust rag 
and slowly approached 
the bat, hoping to cover 
it and entrap it. My heart 
was pounding. Luckily 
it just sat there on the 
window sill. I jumped at 
it and covered it with the 
rag, but then it started 
sqeaking. Fortunately 
it did not escape and I 
hurried back upstairs 
where a lady was waiting 
to check out a book. She 
opened the front door, 
and I let the bat loose...
off it flew out over Main 
street...likely smiling a 
big bat grin, knowing 
that it could sneak back 
into the library attic 
through the tile roof that 
same afternoon.

Snakes, spiders, rats, 
vicious dogs...none of 
those bother me. And 
as a police officer I 
faced off against people 
with knives or guns, 
crazy people, drunks, 
psychopaths, killers...
no problem. Just keep 
the bats away, and I'm 
happy. And if I wake up 
some night with a bat 
fluttering near my head, 
like what happened to 
cousin Becky, please call 
911 and report a possible 
heart attack victim. It 
will be me.

John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been 
the librarian at Darlington 
the past 32 years, and is 
a well-known artist and 
author of local history.

Rural Hospitals Worry As Lawmakers 
Move To Lower Costs For Patients

Þ BUTCH  From Page A1

Þ GRANT  From Page A1

tance of the grant as 
“developing a framework 
for school counseling 
programs in the state of 
Indiana that keeps access 
to pathways and oppor-
tunities top of mind and 
will help ensure more 
Hoosier students are 
prepared for a dynamic 
future, whether they 
choose employment, 
enrollment, or enlist-
ment leading to service.” 
This grant purpose 
aligns with the South-
mont Schools’ vision of 
providing a challeng-
ing, dynamic learning 
experience which em-
powers students with 
the knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes to succeed 
in the future. Dr. Chad 
Cripe, Superintendent of 
Southmont Schools, says 
“Southmont Schools is 
laser-focused on increas-
ing student outcomes 

and opportunities for 
success. This grant gives 
our staff more tools in 
their toolbox to best meet 
the unique needs of our 
students.”

Southmont Schools 
appreciates the ongoing 
partnership with Equi-
table Education Solu-
tions for its significant 
assistance in securing 
this grant to benefit our 
students. Equitable Edu-
cation Solutions is an In-
diana-based, Indiana-fo-
cused company which 
helps school districts 
build sustainable systems 
and the collective capac-
ity of the education field 
to actualize an increase in 
student growth and over-
all achievement. EES is 
located at 223 N. Green 
St., Crawfordsville, 
Indiana and is owned and 
operated by Dr. Michael 
Langevin.

By Leslie Bonilla Muñiz

Indiana lawmakers 
have seized on high 
health care costs as a 
priority problem to tackle 
this legislative session, 
but rural hospitals with 
thin profit margins are 
worried — and want 
more help from the state.

Nearly 20%, 0r 17, 
of the state’s 92 coun-
ties don’t have a single 
hospital; another 50% 
have just one, according 
to Indiana Department of 
Health data.

Nationally, over 150 
rural hospitals across the 
country closed between 
2005 and 2019. For 
many of these communi-
ties, the closest hospital 
is now more than a half 
hour away. An additional 
19 rural hospitals closed 
their doors in 2020.

And more counties 
could join them. At 
least seven more Indiana 
hospitals are at risk of 
closing within the next 
six years, according to 
a January report from 
the Center for Health-
care Quality & Payment 
Reform. Six could close 
within three years.

The report doesn’t 
name specific hospitals, 
but Woodlawn Hospital 
CEO Alan Fischer wor-
ries his is among them. 
The independent critical 
access hospital, located 
in Fulton County, has 
three clinics in the area.

“Unfortunately, my 
facility is likely one 
of those at the greatest 
risk,” Fischer said during 
an Indiana Hospital 
Association news confer-
ence this month.

Woodlawn lost $4.5 
million in 2021, $6.3 
million in 2022 and 
hopes to limit losses to 
$1.5 million this year, 
Fischer said. That’s after 
$2.5 million in cost-sav-
ing measures, which he 
said included employee 
health insurance changes, 
lease renegotiations and 
physician layoffs.

Some lawmakers take 
aim at high costs for 
patients

Hoosiers pay some of 
the stiffest hospital prices 
in the country — the 7th 
highest, according to a 
May 2022 report from 
the RAND Corporation 
— despite the state’s low 
overall cost of living and 
below-average salaries.

Just before last year’s 
legislative session, House 
Speaker Todd Huston 
and Senate President Pro 
Tempore Rodric Bray 
sent letters to health 
insurance companies 
and healthcare systems 
warning that if the cor-
porations didn’t reduce 
their prices, the General 
Assembly would.

Lawmakers appear to 
be carrying through with 
that threat this year.

Moving through the 
legislative process are 
bills that would fine 
overly expensive hos-
pitals and lower prices 
for care delivered at 
hospital-owned outpatient 
clinics.

Another bill would ban 
non-compete agreements, 
in which hospitals limit 
when and where former 
employees practice med-
icine, leading some to 
leave their communities 
or the industry.

Opponents say hospi-
tals are struggling as-is

But hospitals have 
protested that while 
they’re operating in the 
red, insurers are raking 
in cash.

One in four rural 
Hoosier hospitals listed 
in a Center for Health-
care Quality & Payment 
Reform database had 
negative profit margins 
in an average of 2019, 
2020 and 2021 financial 
data.

Some lawmakers 
representing rural areas 
have pushed back against 
price-lowering efforts by 
colleagues.

“I don’t know what’s 
good or bad, to be hon-
est,” Sen. Jean Leising, 
R-Oldenburg, said Tues-
day, ahead of her vote 
against the chamber’s 
non-competes bill.

“But I know one thing: 
if my small hospitals 
have a hard time staff-
ing good physicians, 
they’re already struggling 
financially, they’re not 
the hospitals [with] large 
assets on hand,” Leis-
ing said, those hospitals 
could close.

“We’ve already lost 
one in my district a cou-
ple of years ago to bank-
ruptcy,” she added. “… 
What happens if we don’t 
have any rural hospitals 
anymore? That’s pretty 
serious.”

Hospitals seek more
Indiana Hospital Asso-

ciation President Brian 
Tabor told reporters 
during the press con-
ference that not only do 
hospitals want potentially 
“punitive or harmful” 
proposals dropped, they 

want more help from 
lawmakers.

Tabor suggested 
raising Medicaid base 
reimbursement rates — 
current rates cover just 
over half the cost of pro-
viding care — or stream-
lining prior authorization 
and other administrative 
duties.

Multiple executives of 
struggling hospitals said 
their facilities consistent-
ly lost money on their 
obstetrics units, which 
deal with childbirth.

“We typically deliv-
er about 12 babies per 
month, which does not 
make for a profitable 
service,” Woodlawn’s 
Fischer told the Capital 
Chronicle. “But if we 
closed our OB, we would 
just create what they call 
a ‘maternity desert.'”

Fischer instead en-
visioned dedicated 
state funding for what 
he dubbed “maternity 
oases.”

“Without a hospital in 
a community, that com-
munity eventually dies,” 
he said. With a hospital, 
a fire department and a 
school, he added, “you 
have a viable community 
— our goal is to be part 
of that solution.”

Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Follow Indiana 
Capital Chronicle on face-
book.com/IndianaCapital-
Chronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

Indiana Donor Network Hits New Heights In 2022
Indiana Donor Net-

work, the federally 
designated organ recov-
ery organization that 
coordinates organ, tissue 
and cornea donation in 
Indiana and transplanta-
tion throughout the U.S., 
hit new heights in 2022, 
transplanting an all-time 
high of 1,116 lifesaving 
organs.

The milestone is an 
18% increase in annual 
transplants compared to 
2021, when 949 organs 
were transplanted.

“I’m proud to say 
we’re on the right tra-
jectory and the future 
is bright for Indiana 
Donor Network,” said 
Indiana Donor Network 
President and CEO 
Kellie Tremain. “We are 
dedicated to investing in 
cutting-edge technology, 
new and innovative pro-
cesses and highly skilled 
professionals across all 
disciplines for those in 
need of lifesaving trans-
plants.”

Also, the selfless gifts 
of 1,267 tissue and cor-
nea donor heroes resulted 
in 14,392 tissues recov-
ered in 2022, including 
141 hearts for valve 
transplant, 3,701 skin 
grafts and 382 corneas.

New liver perfusion 
technology deployed: 
Indiana Donor Network 
took an industry leading 
step in 2022 by training 
in advanced perfusion 
technology that has the 
potential to keep donated 
livers functioning outside 
the human body for up to 
24 hours with the use of 
a liver transporter.

Last year, Indiana 
Donor Network partici-

pated in a trial study in 
partnership with four 
Midwest transplant cen-
ters, including University 
of Cincinnati Medical 
Center, University of 
Chicago, Northwestern 
University and Rutgers’ 
University Hospital. 
Once approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, Indiana 
Donor Network intends 
to deploy the device for 
use in liver transplants at 
all transplant centers the 
organization serves.

When packed in a 
traditional cold storage 
device, donated livers 
can remain outside the 
body for only 12 hours. 
Keeping a donated liver 
functioning longer after 
recovery with a liver 
transporter will create 
more time for medical 
teams to assess a liver’s 
viability for transplant, 
improve a liver’s func-
tion, and ultimately make 
more livers available for 
transplantation.

Kidney perfusion 
technology saving more 
lives: Indiana Donor 
Network’s team of sur-
gical recovery specialists 
is also specially trained 
in the use of kidney 
perfusion pumps, which 
are utilized in operating 
rooms during organ re-
covery and for transport 
to a transplant center.

Pumps keep donated 
kidneys functioning out-
side the body, allowing 
the organ’s temperature 
and vascular perfor-
mance to be constantly 
monitored and increasing 
its viability for success-
ful transplant. Donated 
kidneys on perfusion 

pumps can be transported 
up to 250 nautical miles 
from Indiana Donor Net-
work’s Organ and Tissue 
Recover Center, reaching 
patients at 40 transplant 
centers throughout the 
Midwest.

In 2022, Indiana Donor 
Network utilized 10 kid-
ney perfusion pumps for 
622 successful transplant 
surgeries.

Other major milestones 
achieved by Indiana Do-
nor Network in 2022:

• Provided programs, 
grief and counseling 
services and support 
to 2,253 donor family 
members.

• Registered 960,000 
Indiana residents to 
become organ and tissue 
donors, an all-time high 
number of new regis-
trants in a single year; 
today, more than 4.3 
million Hoosiers are 
registered donors.

• Relied on passion-
ate donation advocates 
who volunteered nearly 
14,000 hours, equivalent 
to more than six full-time 
employees.

• Led nearly 950 
school and community 
presentations and activa-
tions, reaching more than 
200,000 Hoosiers.

• Generated nearly 
$180,000 in net pro-
ceeds for Indiana Donor 
Network Foundation and 
its mission to provide 
financial assistance 
and support for organ 
transplant recipients and 
donor families.

• Hired 45 new team 
members for a total of 
284, creating its largest 
staff since the organi-
zation was founded in 

1987.
Nationally, in 2022 

the U.S. surpassed 1 
million lifesaving organ 
transplants since the first 
was performed in 1954, 
according to United 
Network for Organ Shar-
ing. A new annual high 
of 42,887 organs were 
successfully transplanted 
in 2022.

More than 105,000 
Americans are currently 
awaiting a lifesaving or-
gan transplant, including 
1,200 Hoosiers.

“The need for more 
people to make the 
selfless decision to one 
day become a donor 
hero remains incredibly 
important,” Tremain 
said. “Working with our 
hospital and transplant 
center partners through-
out Indiana and beyond, 
we remain laser focused 
on saving more lives 
each year through dona-
tion and transplantation, 
educating more Hoosiers 
about how important 
donation is, and encour-
aging Indiana residents 
to say ‘yes’ to donation.”

Indiana Donor Net-
work's mission is to save 
and enhance the quality 
of life through organ, 
tissue and eye donation 
and transplantation. Its 
vision is to be a leader in 
organ and tissue recov-
ery. Founded in 1987, 
the organization coordi-
nates donation in 85 of 
the state’s 92 counties 
and serves transplant 
hospitals throughout the 
U.S.

Despite age or medical 
history, anyone can sign 
up to be a donor at Do-
nateLifeIndiana.org.

THE PAPER
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SALE RUNS FEBRUARY 15TH - 21ST 2023RPHH21523

Your Choice
15 Pc. Crema Cookware Collection
Choose from Black or Green. 1043631-632 REG. 99.99

59.99
40%SAVE

3/4" - 4' x 6' Rubber Stall Mat
Recycled rubber. Environmentally friendly. 
1008464 REG. 49.99

39.99
$10.00SAVE

5' x 7' Plush Remnant Area Rug
Assorted. 1009558 REG. 29.99

19.99
$10.00SAVE

KEY Insulated 
Hooded Jacket
REG. 49.99

OF THE WEEK!
H    T DEALS

Rooted In The Heartland™

bucket
7-day

SALE!

34.99
SAVE $15.00

H    T DEAL

34.99
SAVE $15.00

H    T DEAL

Self Tensioning Ratchet 
Strap With J-Hook
1.5" x 15'. Patented design 
features 2 large coils springs. 
3″ Wide Aluminum Ratchet 
Handle. 10031574 REG. 19.99

10.99
SAVE $9.00
H    T DEAL

WOW!

 20%
OFF

On Anything* 
You Can Fit In 
The Bucket!

AND GET

Buy The 
5-Gal. RP 

Bucket For 

2.99
*Bucket Sale promotion valid Feb. 15 – 21, 2023 only. Discount valid with purchase of new bucket only.  Discount 
applies only to select regular priced merchandise.  All qualifying merchandise must fit inside the 5-gallon bucket 
at one time to receive the 20% discount.  Merchandise may be no more than twice the height of the bucket.  All 
merchandise must remain in its original packaging. Merchandise cannot be disassembled to fit in the bucket.   
Gift cards, firearms, ammunition, Stihl, Husqvarna, and special orders are excluded from this promotion. 1004395

Home Metro 
Soft Collection 
Bath Towel
27" x 52". 1003548 
REG. 7.99

3.99
50%SAVE

Home Metro 
Soft Collection 
Hand Towel
16" x 28". 1003549 
REG. 3.99

1.99
50%SAVE

Home Metro 
Soft Collection 
Washcloth
12" x 12". 1003550 
REG. 1.99

99¢
50%SAVE

Visit us online at homeandharvest.com

80 Pc. Professional 
Drill & Driver Bit Set
Connectible accessory storage 
system to optimize storage 
space. 039403 REG. 49.99

1.99
.50¢SAVE

1 Gal. Windshield 
Wash & Deicer
Removes snow, ice, 
grime, and bugs. 
1003426 REG. 2.49



The Paper of Montgomery County	 Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2023	 A7

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS: Prices listed are valid February 15th-21st, 2023 or while supplies last. Not all products, colors, or varieties are stocked at all locations and “rain checks” will not be issued. Product availability & prices are subject to change based on current market conditions. Availability of some items may be limited 
due to higher-than-anticipated sales volume or other circumstances beyond R.P. Home & Harvest’s control. R.P. Home & Harvest endeavors to avoid changes when possible but has no control over delays caused by manufacturers, suppliers, shippers, or other parties. “Regular” prices in this ad refer to the suggested retail price. 
Actual “regular” prices may vary. “Sale prices” listed are subject to change due to printing errors and other circumstances unforeseen at the time of printing. R.P. Home & Harvest reserves the right to limit quantities. Early shoppers will find the best selection.

PRICES LISTED ARE VALID 2/15/23 - 2/21/23.    WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. INVENTORY VARIES BY LOCATION.
Not all products, colors, or varieties stocked at all locations. R.P. Home & Harvest reserves the right to limit quantities purchased on all products. Product availability & prices are subject to change based on current market conditions.

Burlington
1058 Milwaukee Ave. 
262-767-1390
Portage
2935 New Pinery Rd. 
608-686-7888

Crawfordsville
1601 US Highway 231 
765-362-0802 
Elkhart
3501 S. Main St. 
574-333-3887
Marion
1401 West 26th St. 
765-573-9888
Michigan City
4301 S. Franklin St. 
219-879-8317

North Elkhart
3101 Northview Dr. 
574-264-6191
Rochester
2100 Peace Tree Village
574-365-6888
Wabash
1550 N. Cass St. 
260-569-6700 
Warsaw
3660 Commerce Dr. 
574-269-9303

Lima
975 N. Cable Rd. 
419-223-0113
Findlay
1800 Tiffin Ave. 
419-425-8643

Gibson City 
623 E. First St. 
217-784-4825
Homer Glen
15830 S. Bell Rd. 
708-645-0805
Morris
2655 Sycamore Dr. 
815-942-2153
Pekin
3315 Court St. 
309-620-8378

Pontiac
1027 W. Reynolds 
815-844-7000
Rochelle
1240 N. 7th St. 
815-561-6622
Streator
11 Northpoint Dr. 
815-510-9751
Tilton
1625 S. Georgetown Rd.
217-446-0800

Washington
70 Cherry Tree 
Shopping Center 
309-481-5009
Watseka
1200 E. Walnut St. 
815-432-4504

 ILLINOIS  INDIANA  OHIO  WISCONSIN

- Visit us online at -
homeandharvest.comRooted In The Heartland™

STAY WARM & SAVE 50%!

18" .450 Bushmaster Bolt Action Rifle
5 round magazine. Tough synthetic stock. 1046108 REG. 999.99
Not Available at Streator or Gibson City.899.99

$100.00SAVE

20 Lb. Cob Corn
1005675 REG. 12.99

9.99
$3.00SAVE

25 Lb. In-shell Peanuts
1025223 REG. 39.99

35.99
$4.00SAVE

40 Lb. Nyjer Seed
Useful seed for attracting finches 
and other birds.  
1025236 REG. 49.99

44.99
$5.00SAVE

Power-Shok .450 
Bushmaster Ammo
20 rounds. 300 grain.  
040304 REG. 54.9949.99

$5.00SAVE

GX4 Toro Pistol
11 rounds. 1025308
Not Available at Streator or Gibson City.389.99

EVERYDAY 
LOW PRICE

Xetra Knit Cuff  Work Fit Beanies
Assorted colors.  REG. 6.99-7.99

THE REG. PRICE
50%

OFFSelect Women’s Noble Outfitters 
Outerwear & Sweatshirts
Assorted colors.  REG. 17.99-109.99

THE REG. PRICE
25%

OFF

REWARD MEMBER DEALS OF THE WEEK!
START 

EARNING 
TODAY!

homeandharvest.com/rewards

TO JOIN!
Scan

Triple Bird Feeder
All-year-round feeding.  
Takes a variety of feeds.  
10025715 REG. 24.99

19.99
$5.00SAVE

With Purchase of This 
Taurus Firearm

Page 1 80898
Dieline - DOES NOT PRINT

homeandharvest.com

FOR BALANCE INQUIRIES, PLEASE CALL YOUR LOCAL R. P. HOME & HARVEST
Terms and Conditions: Use of this card constitutes acceptance of these 
terms. This gift card may be applied toward the cost of goods and services. 
This card may not be exchanged for cash and may not be transferred. No 

change will be given. This card will not be replaced if lost or stolen. 

R.P. Home & Harvest
homeandharvest.com/store-�nder

FOR BALANCE INQUIRIES, PLEASE CALL YOUR LOCAL R. P. HOME & HARVEST
Terms and Conditions: Use of this card constitutes acceptance of these 
terms. This gift card may be applied toward the cost of goods and services. 
This card may not be exchanged for cash and may not be transferred. No 

change will be given. This card will not be replaced if lost or stolen. 

R.P. Home & Harvest
homeandharvest.com/store-�nder

NUMBERING HERE

BARCODE HERE

NUMBERING HERE

BARCODE HERE

FOR BALANCE INQUIRIES, PLEASE CALL YOUR LOCAL R. P. HOME & HARVEST
Terms and Conditions: Use of this card constitutes acceptance of these 
terms. This gift card may be applied toward the cost of goods and services. 
This card may not be exchanged for cash and may not be transferred. No 

change will be given. This card will not be replaced if lost or stolen. 

R.P. Home & Harvest
homeandharvest.com/store-�nder

NUMBERING HERE

BARCODE HERE

FREE
$75
RP HOME & HARVEST 

GIFT CARD

14.99
50%SAVE

Walker's Ultra Ear ITC Pair
Compact in-the-ear design can be used in either 
ear. Included: 2 units, 6 tulip tips (two of each 
size small, medium and large), 4 batteries and 
carrying pouch.  035795 REG. 29.99

20.99
$6.00SAVE

7 Lb. Purina Pro Plan Dry Cat Food
Assorted varieties. REG. 26.99

13.99
SAVE $3.00
Exclusive!
REWARD 

- MEMBER -

Brass Case Centerfire 
9mm Luger Ammunition
50 rounds. 115 Grain. FMJ 
ammunition. 040439 REG. 16.99

50%
THE REG. PRICE

Exclusive!
REWARD 

- MEMBER -

OFF
All Puzzles  
& Board Games
Assorted varieties. REG. 4.99-34.99

Coir Doormats
24" x 36". 1044267 REG. 19.99

Women's Aloe Lined Cabin Socks
Assorted designs.  REG. 9.99
All Polar Extreme, Grand Sierra & Huntworth  Ski Gloves & Mittens
Assorted varieties.  REG. 6.99-17.99

All 16-50 Lb. Purina Pro Plan Dog Food
Assorted varieties.

THE REG. PRICE

$10 O
F

F

9.99
Exclusive!
REWARD 

- MEMBER -

SAVE 50%
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