< TODAY’S VERSE

Romans 8:18 For | reckon
that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy
to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed
in us.

< FACES or
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Makia Pierce smiles happily while
enjoying a nice breakfast. Thank
you for your smile Makia!

< THREE THINGS
You Should Know:

Registration for the an-
1nual Becoming an Out-

doors-Woman workshop,
which is open to women ages 18
and older, opens this week. The
workshop will be held May 5-7,
at Ross Camp in West Lafayette.
The program is designed for
women to learn outdoor skills in
a relaxed, low-pressure environ-
ment. Participants will choose
four activities from more than
two dozen offerings, including
fishing, archery, geocaching,
wild edibles, wildlife tracking,
shooting muzzleloader guns, and
outdoor cooking. The workshop is
for women who want to learn all
the way to those who enjoy the
camaraderie of individuals with
similar outdoor interests and
seek time away to reconnect with
nature. Size is limited to 100.To
register, go to IndianaBOW.com.
The cost for the workshop is
$275, which includes all equip-
ment, meals, and lodging.

Volunteer child advocates
2from across Indiana will

gather at the State House
on March 7 for CASA Day. A
CASA—or Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocate—devotes their time
to supporting abused and ne-
glected children whose families
are involved with the child wel-
fare system. On CASA Day, ad-
vocates will have the chance to
interact with legislators and talk
about the importance of best in-
terest advocacy for abused and
neglected children. They will hear
from Chief Justice Loretta Rush,
Judge Dana Kenworthy, former
foster youth, and others about
how CASAs help these children
with the issues they face. There
are GAL/CASA programs serving
88 Indiana counties, and in
2022 they advocated on behalf
of 20,091 children in the justice
system.

Sagamore News Media is
3 looking for talented sales

people. Whether you sell
by phone or in person, we want
to talk with you. Hourly rates
begin at $15 per hour and only
go up from there. If you have
good sales skills, this might be
the job you have been looking
for. There is no cap on earnings
and multiple people in the past
have earned $50,000, $60,000
and beyond - all the way into six
figures. Sagamore News Media
owns newspapers in Noblesville
and Crawfordsville and feature
award-winning work every day.
Come be part of our team! Apply
today by e-mailing resume to
jobs@thepaper24-7.com.
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Anna Faye, You
Were The Best!

BUTCH DALE

Columnist

Junior high school is a crucial
time in a student's education.
Students must learn the basic
skills that serve as a foundation
for success in high school and
beyond. Most people believe
that math and English skills are
absolutely the key determinants,
and I wholeheartedly agree. No
one could have been a better
teacher in these two subjects
than Anna Faye Stevenson,
who taught junior high math
and English for 18 years at
Darlington from 1957 to 1975.

Her teaching and influence on

our education had a profound
impact, and made all of us
better students.

Mrs. Stevenson, like other
outstanding teachers, was firm
and demanded respect, yet she
was always helpful and made
her classes interesting. She
stated, "The thing I enjoyed
the most about teaching junior
high was watching the maturing
of the boys and girls from the
time they came into my classes
until they left the eighth grade.
I tried to develop within the
students good reading and study
habits, and I tried to develop
an appreciation for worthwhile
reading material and knowl-
edge of math skills...I always
tried to get my classes started
as soon as the bell rang. I was
in control of the classroom and
was firm in making decisions...
As a teacher, I felt it was up
to me to see that my students
both enjoyed school and saw
the importance of getting an

> See BUTCH Page A5
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County
Included In
State Grant

Montgomery County will
share in a $3 million grant given
to a Lafayette organization.

Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch and
the Indiana Housing and Com-
munity development Authority
awarded about $1.2 million to
Lafayette Transitional Housing
Rapid Rehousing to serve up
to 40 one-, two- and three-bed-
room households. It will also
utilize a partnership with InWell
and Phoenix Paramedics to ex-
pand healthcare resources avail-
able to clients in the program.

“These funds will help local
partners serve those in their
communities who are experi-
encing homelessness,” said Lt.
Governor Suzanne Crouch, In-
diana's Secretary of Agriculture
and Rural Development. “These
projects signify a collaborative
step towards our long-term goal
to end homelessness in the state
of Indiana.”

In addition to Montgomery
County, the project will serve
Benton, Carroll, Clinton,
Fountain, Warren and White
counties.

IT'S BACK! Welcome
To Readers’ Choice ‘23

It’s back. It’s new and im-
proved. It’s better than ever.

What is it? Montgomery
County’s biggest annual contest,
The Paper’s Readers’ Choice
2023!

The way this huge annual
promotion works is simple. The
Paper publishes a list and asks
you to vote for your favorites.
For example, who has the best
cheeseburger in town? Who
makes the best pizza? Who is
the best mover? What's your
favorite newspaper? Since
around 2005, Crawfordsville and
Montgomery County residents
have voted by the hundreds of
thousands for their favorite peo-
ple, products and places.

And this year, we are mak-
ing it even easier to vote. You
can go to www.thepaper24-7.
com and click on the Readers’
Choice 2023 ad and then vote
for any and all your favorites.
Or, you can watch for the
Readers’ Choice page in some

Vote Now o Vote Often
Vote for your favorite business!

Readers' Choic

Vote Online at
thepaper24-7.com

of our Online Editions, print it
out, mark your choices and mail
it to us at 127 E. Main St. Or
you can e-mail your choices to
ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com.
And don’t forget, this is exactly
like Chicago politics — vote early
and vote often!

Last year we finished with
more than half a million votes.

Paper readers have been vot-
ing by the hundreds of thousands
for their favorite people, prod-
ucts and places for years and
this time around looks to be no
exception. "We started the Read-
ers' Choice Awards as a way
to have some fun and let people

recognize their favorite things,"
Paper Publisher Tim Timmons
said. "It seems that we always
hear about the bad things. Read-
ers' Choice is a great opportuni-
ty to point out the many, many
good things and good people all
over Montgomery County." Ev-
eryone is encouraged to vote in
all categories, and you can vote
for as many or as few - or as
often - as you want. As usual,
there is no definitive ending date
announced, so don’t wait! Hurry
up and vote now, today. And
keep voting if you like! You are
the Reader and these are your
Choices. Make them count!

The Daily
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Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:17 a.m.
SET: 6:35 p.m.
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High/Low
Temperatures
High: 55 °F
Low: 38 °F
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Today is......

¢ Floral Design Day
® National Science Day

What Happened
On This Day
® 1986 Swedish Prime
Minister Olof Palme is
assassinated. Even though
over 130 people have con-
fessed to the murder, the
case has never been solved
¢ 1991 The first Gulf War
ends. The armed conflict
had lasted a little over half
a year and claimed over
100,000 civilian casualties.
¢ 2013 Pope Benedict
XVI resigns. The pope
whose birth name is
Joseph Ratzinger was the
first leader of the Catholic
Church to resign since
1415

« 12

Births On This Day
¢ 1953 Paul Krugman
American economist,
Nobel Prize laureate
¢ 1948 Bernadette Peters
American actress, singer,
author

Deaths On This Day
¢ 2009 Paul Harvey
American radio host

¢ 1977 Eddie Anderson
American actor

< HONEST HOOSIER

So long February - sure not
sorry to see you go! No offense,
but the groundhog can keep you.

<

Parents need to set the example

- everyone in the family needs to
wear bike helmets.

Today’s health tip was brought

to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure
to catch his column each week

in The Paper and online at www.
thepaper24-7.com.

< OBITUARIES

Sara Jayne (Griest) Allee
Scott Stephen Wajerski
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< INSIDE
TODAY’S
EDITION

Obituaries............. A2
Slim Randles......... A4
Brian Howey.......... A4

The Paper appreciates all our customers.

Today, we'd like to personally thank
CLARK SENNETT
for subscribing!
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< THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE

For Your Information

The Crawfordsville/Montgomery County Chamber Of Com-
merce is hosting a City County Legislative Lunch At 11:30 a.m.
on Friday, March 10 on the 3rd floor of Fusion 54, 101 W.
Main Street, Crawfordsville. The panel will consist of Mayor
Todd Barton, City Council Andy Biddle, County Commissioner
John Frey, and County Council David Hunt. The sponsor for
this event is duke energy. Lunch will be catered by wildfire348.
This is open to the public, and the cost is $10 for Crawfordsville/
Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce members and $15
for non-chamber members. Space is limited so please register to
attend online at crawfordsvillechamber.com by Friday, March
3rd. For more information regarding the breakfast or the cham-
ber, please contact Stacy Sommer at ssommer@crawfordsville-

chamber.com.

< TODAY’S QUOTE

“The secret of getting ahead is
getting started”
Mark Twain

< TODAY’S JOKE

Whatd the flower say about the
joke?
Hey, | was just pollen your leg!

3- WTHR@ 7 DAY FORECAST
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< 0BITUARIES

Sara Jayne (Griest) Allee
May 14, 1962 - Feb. 23, 2023

Sara Jayne (Griest) Allee, age 60
of Crawfordsville, passed away on
Thursday, Feb. 23, 2023 at home.
She was born in Crawfordsville on
May 14, 1962 to Paul Vernon Griest
& Sharon Kay (Griffin) Griest-Leon.

Sara graduated from Franklin
Central High School and received
her associates degree from Ivy Tech
State College. She worked in the
medical field for several years. On June 26, 1992 she
married the love of her life, Martin Gilbert Allee,
who preceded her in death on December 2, 2008.

She is survived by her mother, Sharon Griest-Le-
on; a daughter, Jessica (Edgar) McKinley-Fernan-
dez of Texas; a son, Dustin (Meghan) McKinley of
Michigan; two sisters, Roxanne Thomas of Missouri
and Kandy Hicks of Crawfordsville; two brothers,
Thomas Griest of Darlington and Mark (Kelly) Griest
of Crawfordsville; two grandchildren, Camila and
Gabriel Fernandez; two grand-dogs, Olive and Moe;
and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her father, Paul
Griest; her husband, Martin Allee; and a brother,
Timothy Griest.

Visitation will be at Sanders Priebe Funeral Care,
315 S Washington St, in Crawfordsville on Tuesday,
Feb. 28, 2023 from 4 p.m. till the time of the memo-
rial service at 6 p.m. In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be given to the Animal Welfare League
of Montgomery County, 1104 Big Four Arch Road,
Crawfordsville, IN 47933. Share memories and con-
dolences online at www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

Scott Stephen Wajerski
Aug. 26, 1955 - Feb. 19, 2023

Scott Stephen Wajerski, age 67,
of New Richmond, passed away on
Sunday, Feb. 19, 2023 at Franciscan
Health Lafayette. He was born in
Arlington Heights, IL on Aug. 26,
1955 to the late Clyde and Bonnie
(Hoffman) Wajerski.

He graduated from Hersey High
School in Arlington Heights, IL
and went on to serve his county in
the United States Coast Guard. He married the love
of his life Vera Ann Littlefield on Oct. 20, 1974,
they have been together for over 50 years. He was a
plumber throughout his life. He enjoyed playing his
guitar and spending time with his family, especially
his grandchildren. He loved his pet dogs, Webster,
Precious, and Bonnie.

Scott is survived by his wife; two daughters,
Melody (Patrick Mahoney) Littlefield and Destiny
(Dennis Curtin) Wajerski; three grandchildren, Paige,
Christopher, and Meadow; three siblings, Kenneth
(Mary) Wajerski, Donna (David) Piastowski, and
Debbie (Karl) Kimmel; and many nieces, nephews,
and extended family members.

He was preceded in death by his parents and his
sister, Susan Martinek.

Cremation was chosen with no services. Sanders
Priebe Funeral Care is entrusted with care. Share
memories and condolences online at www.Sanders-
FuneralCare.com.

;-}?L; Whether you sell by phone o in person,
N we want to talk with you!
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and only go up from there,
If you have good sales skills, this might
be the job you have been looking for,

There is no cap on earnings and
| multiple people in the past have |
earned $50,000, $60,000 and
beyond - all the way into six figures,
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[ Sagamore News Media owns newspapersin &
i Noblesville and Crawfordsville and

feature award-winning work every day.
Come he part of our team!

Apply today by e-mailing resume to
jobs@thepaper2d-1.com.

We can’t wait to talk with you! B

2nd Grade Mrs. Callis:
All A- Eleanor Evans,
Malcolm Risner, Lyn-
kin Tyrrell, Maycee
Williams A/B- Carson
Wray, Emalou Bar-
clay, Kreed Harkrider,
Jackson Horn, Grayson
Leslie, Norah Warnecke,
Hayleigh Maxey, Itzaya-
na Morales, Trinity
Newlin, Annabelle Tyler

2nd Grade Mrs. San-
key: All A: Sawyer Bo-
len, Lilly Bowers, Jonah
Conkright, Ava Dehne,
Lylah Ferguson, Bristyl
Fitch, Gideon Koehl,
Draven McBride, Alivia
Morgan, Lennon Priebe,
Ryder Taylor, Hannah
Shadle, Owen Walter
A/B: Myia Brown, Kar-
tyr Harkrider, Jackson
Fry, Sydnie Martin

3rd Grade Mrs.
Dykstra: All A- Camden

127 E Main Street, Suite 103[@ P.0. Box 272 [& Crawfordsville, IN 47933
MAIN; 765-361-0100 & cLassIFiEDS: 765-361-8888 rax: 765-361-5901
www.thepaper24-7.com TWITTER: @ThePaperNews @ThePaperSports

.
2nd Trimester Honor Roll Sommer Elementary

Bechtel, Odette Leaming
A/B- Beckett Bonebrake,
Sawyer Dickerson,
Waylon Ellingwood, Zoe
Gemino, Caitlin Jeffries,
Finley Kunkel, Kassy
McBride, Asher Niece,
Sage Schenck, Brooklynn
Stuffel, Remington Zuk,
Raylyn Berzenye (only at
LBS since 2/3/22)

3rd Grade Mrs.
Peterson: All A: Hayes
Finlayson, Athalia Hurt,
Cruz Leigh, Madeleine
Nelson, Klaire Park-
er, Rylin Tyrrell A/B:
Brynn Hutson, Alexavier
Johnson, Colton Jones,
Reese Robinson, Easton
Ruiz, Addison Smith,
Cristian Viveros, Briar
Watts

4th Grade Mrs. Jef-
fery: All A's: Treycin
Cope, Brayden Leslie,
Scarlett Webb, Hudson

Lewis, Aaron Welch
A/B: Rachelle Brack-
man, Paola Carrion,
Hunter Conkright, Emily
Brock, Qwinton Carey,
Giovany Garcia, Maiah
Rathbun, Giavanni
Minnick

4th Grade Mrs. Stigall:
All A: Nolan Catlin,
Gavin Cope, Ethan
Fruits, Cristian Lagunes
Gonzalez, Kinzie McEl-
heny, Oliver Neese,
Haylee Shadle, Milly
Stine, Madison Skinner,
Lucas Woolwine A/B:
Jaxon Cohee, Hunter
Delp, Easton Horton,
Elan Laughlin, Quentin
Mattox

5th Grade Mr. Dark:
All "A" Honor Roll:
Santiago Amigon, Cash
Cole, Dastan Cooper,
Addisyn Sabo A/B
Honor Roll: Syris Lafoe,

Carson Neal, Estella
Newton, Carter Morri-
son, Cohen Carpenter,
Lorelei Leaming, Jada
Jeffers, Trystan Ordu-
na-Reyes

5th Grade Miss Dys-
on: A: Easton Barker,
Colton Benge, Brynlynn
Fitch, Mason Grimes,
Trevor Hintz, Bella
Hutson, Joyln Lawson,
Sadie Martin, Remley
Redden A/B: Journey
Hinchman, Addison
Leigh, Parker Nichols,
Genevieve Schultz

5th Grade Mrs. Re-
ichert: All A: Harper
Allen, Jillian Clark, Will
Dark, Grady Finlayson,
Nolan Jeffery A/B:
Kimmi Almond, Sadie
Arnold, Westin Craig,
Gavin Huber, Elisama
Santana-Roldan, Strom
Schenck

Nomination Deadline Extended For
The Environmental Awards 2023

EST.
1986

The Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental
Management announced
that it will continue to ac-
cept nominations for the
2023 Governor’s Awards
for Environmental Excel-
lence until Friday, March
17.

Citizens, government

agencies, business-

es, organizations, and
educational institutions
are invited to submit
nominations. Self-nomi-
nations are encouraged.
Nominated projects must
have occurred in Indiana
and been implemented in
2021 or 2022.

“It is always an honor
for IDEM to recognize
these outstanding Hoo-
siers who are choosing
to go above and beyond
to make a difference in
Indiana’s environment,”
said Commissioner Brian
Rockensuess. “I encour-
age Hoosiers to submit
their applications for
their innovative projects,
and I look forward to
celebrating this year’s
honorees and their many
contributions to our
state.”

The Governor's
Awards for Environ-
mental Excellence are
the most prestigious
environmental awards
given in the state. This
year, IDEM and Gover-
nor Eric J. Holcomb’s
office will present seven
awards, one in each of
the following catego-
ries: Energy Efficiency/
Renewable Resources;
Environmental Edu-
cation/Outreach; Five
Year Continuous Im-
provement; Greening the
Government; Land Use/
Conservation; Pollution
Prevention; and, Recy-
cling/Reuse.

The deadline for nom-
inations is now March
17, 2023. The previous
deadline was March 6.
Awards will be presented
in September. A panel

of conservation, envi-
ronmental, and academic
professionals review
nominations. The awards
will be based on project
innovation, measurable
results, and transferabil-
ity. Nomination forms
and instructions are
available at idem.IN.gov/
partnerships/gover-
nors-awards-for-environ-
mental-excellence/.

In 2022, award win-
ners included: Bendix
Commercial Vehicle Sys-
tems, LLC, Paramount
Schools of Excellence,
AstraZeneca Mount
Vernon Operations, Indi-
anapolis Public Schools,
Big Pine Creek Water-
shed, Cummins Inc., and
the City of Monticello.
Watch the Governor's
call for nominations
video.

Young Completes Jobs And Security Tour, Says
Hoosiers Prepared To Lead On National Security

Last week, U.S. Sena-
tor Todd Young (R-Ind.)
traveled across the state
on his Jobs, Innovation,
and Security Tour and
met with Hoosiers to
discuss how Indiana is
positioned as a leader in
areas important to our
national security.

Stops on Young’s tour
included NSWC Crane,
New Albany, Fishers,
West Lafayette, South
Bend, and Fort Wayne.

"I am excited about all
of the innovative ways
Hoosiers are contributing
to our national securi-
ty. Indiana is already a
leader in the 21st century
economy, and we will
continue to lead the way
in the years ahead,” Sen-
ator Young said.

During the tour, Young
visited multiple high-tech
research and manufactur-
ing facilities to discuss
how his CHIPS and Sci-
ence Act will help bring
investment to Indiana and
reshore the fabrication of
computer chips and other
key technologies.

Highlights from the
tour include:

* WestGate@Crane

Technology Park:

Senator Young kicked
off his tour on Tuesday
at WestGate@Crane
Technology Park where
he met with leaders of
NWSC Crane, Radius
Indiana, and military
suppliers to hear about
opportunities the CHIPS
and Science Act is bring-
ing to Indiana. He also
toured ManTech to learn
about its partnership with
Crane and leadership
in advanced weapons
systems.

e Samtec in New
Albany:

On Tuesday afternoon,
Senator Young toured
Samtec in New Albany.
Samtec is a global leader
in producing the technol-
ogy needed to support
computer chip innovation
around the world.

¢ INCOG BioPharma
Services in Fishers:

On Wednesday morn-
ing, Senator Young
joined Fishers May-
or Scott Fadness and
National Association of
Manufacturers President
and CEO Jay Timmons
to visit INCOG BioPhar-
ma Services’ recently

s Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL

[ will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger,
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others
Call me anytime for a free estimate !!

John “Butch” Dale (765) 404-1354

completed facility in
Fishers. INCOG is an
innovative Hoosier man-
ufacturer that is helping
to save lives through
advanced pharmaceutical
development. During the
event, Young discussed
his legislation to renew
and expand tax incen-
tives for research and
development and other
ways he has worked to
support Hoosier manu-
facturers.

® Purdue University
and Stratolaunch in West
Lafayette

On Wednesday after-
noon, Senator Young
visited Purdue Uni-
versity and discussed
opportunities related to
his CHIPS and Science
Act, including micro-
electronics research and
manufacturing, biotech-
nology research, and the
innovation workforce.
Senator Young and Pur-
due University President
Dr. Mung Chiang also
visited Stratolaunch.
Purdue and Stratolaunch
recently launched a new
partnership in the field
of hypersonics, a field
that will benefit from the

CHIPS and Science Act.

* AM General in
Mishawaka

On Thursday, Senator
Young visited AM Gen-
eral in Mishawaka and
received an update on the
recent announcement that
AM General received a
contract for Joint Light
Tactical Vehicle JLTV)
follow-on production.

® 122nd Fighter Wing
in Fort Wayne

On Friday morning,
Senator Young visit-
ed with Airmen of the
122nd Fighter Wing in
Fort Wayne to receive an
update on the transition
to the F-16 fighter.

Young, along with
Congressman Jim Banks,
worked for years to
bring the F-16 back to
Fort Wayne and prepare
the wing for a strong fu-
ture. In December, Con-
gress passed the annual
National Defense Autho-
rization Act to officially
approve the conversion,
paving the way for F-16
jets to come to Fort
Wayne and eventually
help the 122nd Fighter
Wing compete for future
platforms.

| WANT TO BE YOUR

If you are ready to find yours or know
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FREALTY

GO-TO AGENT!

I’m the KEY to your new home!

someone who is, give me a call.
| can’t wait to hear from you!

CLARK DALE 488

www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773
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Kratom — An Herbal Painkiller — Could Become Legal Again In Indiana

By Casey Smith

A plant substance
touted as a natural pain-
killer, “energy booster”
and even a treatment for
opioid withdrawal could
once again become legal
in Indiana under a bill
advancing through the
state legislature.

House Bill 1500,
authored by Rep. Alan
Morrison, R-Terre
Haute, would permit the
sale of kratom, an herbal
extract derived from
the leaves of a tropical
evergreen tree. The plant
is native to Thailand,
Malaysia, Indonesia, and
Papua New Guinea.

Kratom was legal in
Indiana until 2014, when
state lawmakers banned
the substance in antici-
pation of similar action
at the federal level. The
U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA)
has failed to outlaw
kratom, despite numerous
attempts.

In Indiana, kratom
is currently listed as a
schedule 1 narcotic —
the same as heroin or
cocaine.

While some critics
compare kratom to
opioids — cautioning that
the plant has addictive
properties — advocates
say it can ease everything
from chronic pain to sub-

stance abuse withdrawal.

Where it’s legal, the
plant is often purchased
as a powder or liquid
which can then be stirred
into drinks. It also comes
in tea or capsule form.

Morrison’s bill would
allow anyone over the
age of 18 to buy kratom
in Indiana, as long as
the packaging contains
certain information about
where and how it was
produced.

“People use this
supplement as an energy
boost to help with anxiety
and even pain relief, and
the spectrum of what
they use it for, or how,
is based on the dosage
and the amount that they
take,” Morrison said
earlier this month as law-
makers discussed the bill
in the House commerce
committee. “But it is not
a drug. It is an herbal
botanical plant.”

The bill advanced
53-40 from the House
last week — with mixed
support from both sides
of the isle — and now
heads to the Senate.

Indiana is one of just
six states to currently ban
kratom sales. Still, an es-
timated 100,000 Hoosiers
are already using the
substance, according to
the American Kratom As-
sociation. Kratom is legal
in all of Indiana’s border

states, making it easy to
bring across the border.

But a black market also
exists for kratom, Mor-
rison said, increasing the
risk for an “impure” sub-
stance, or products that
are contaminated with
other different chemicals
like cocaine, fentanyl,
and heroin.

“It’s critically im-
portant that we enact
these kinds of regulatory
frameworks to protect
consumers so that they
can make informed
choices and use the
product properly,” said
Matt Caddo, a policy
fellow with the American
Kratom Association.

What the kratom rever-
sal would entail

The latest version of
Morrison’s bill would
require kratom packaging
to contain a scannable bar
or QR code that provides
information about the
manufacturer, as well
as data on product batch
and what ingredients
were used.

Labels would also
caution pregnant women
to consult their physician
before consuming it.
Failure to comply with
the sale and packing reg-
ulations could result in an
infraction and a fine of
up to $10,000.

Selling or providing
a kratom product to a

minor would additionally
be illegal.

Distribution violators
could face a Class B
misdemeanor and up to
180 days in jail for a first
offense, and a Class A
misdemeanor — punish-
able by up to one year in
a county jail — if they
have a previous convic-
tion.

Where health experts
stand

Some health experts
have expressed concern
that kratom can lead to
psychotic symptoms and
even cause recovering
addicts to relapse.

The FDA has not
approved kratom for
any medical use, instead
warning not to use the
plant because “it appears
to have properties that
expose users to the risks
of addiction, abuse and
dependence.”

The U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration
(DEA) additionally lists
kratom as a “drug of
concern.”

But Jack Henningfield,
a professor at the Johns
Hopkins University
School of Medicine, said
those claims continue to
be refuted — including
by other professionals
in the medical research
community.

“It’s not approved (by
the FDA) as a drug, but

around the world people
use it therapeutically,”
Henningfield said. “The
best side effect from a
health perspective is that
if you take too much,
you get nauseated, and
if you take a little more,
you might throw up.”

He testified before
lawmakers that the plant
has safely been used
in Southeast Asia “for
millennia” as an herbal
form of pain relief during
pregnancy and childbirth,
and “as a daily pick me
up in place of coffee or
tea.”

Kratom, which is
related to the coffee
plant, produces stimu-
lant effects in low doses
and sedative effects in
high doses, Henningfield
noted.

“There is no public
health data that shows
imminent public health
threat,” he said. “There’s
public health data that
shows that if you sched-
ule it, you will create
a problem — you will
create a black market.”

John DeLao, a Uni-
versity of Indianapolis
student, further testified
in support of kratom
legalization, telling
lawmakers he was able
to overcome a heroin
addiction by using the
substance.

“Kratom isn’t going to

completely remove those
withdrawal symptoms,
but it will lower them
significantly,” he said.
“That little bit of less
withdrawal could be the
reason somebody ends up
getting off of it.”
Kratom can be pur-
chased from smoke shops
and vitamin stores in
other places, although
lawmakers in some
states are trying to enact
more restrictions. For
example, the Louisiana
Legislature approved
a bill in 2019 to make
kratom illegal if the DEA
regulates it. That hasn’t
happened yet, however.
The Georgia Legisla-
ture is currently consid-
ering a kratom ban after
several people blamed
the plant for contribut-
ing to the deaths of their
family members. But
legislators there have so
far declined to advance
the bill.

Indiana Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom,
a network of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as
a 501c(3) public charity.
Indiana Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Follow Indiana
Capital Chronicle on face-
book.com/IndianaCapital-
Chronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle
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The Defiance Of President Biden

When Vice President
Joe Biden met with
Russian President Putin
at the Kremlin in March
2011, he recounted, "I
looked into his eyes and
I said, 'I don't think you
have a soul.'"

To which Putin
responded, "We under-
stand one another."

When ABC News
anchor George Stepha-
nopoulos asked President
Biden years later, "You
think he's a killer?”
Biden responded, "Mm-
hmm. I do."

Here at the first anni-
versary of the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine, Putin
has been exposed as a
lying killer, commanding
a rattle tin army eroded
by decades of chronic
corruption and incompe-
tence. Both sides have
taken more than 100,000
military casualties, or
more than 200,000 total,
said Joint Chiefs of Staff
Chairman Mark A.
Milley. According to the
United Nations refugee
agency, there have been
8,006 civilian deaths,
including 456 children.
There have been hun-
dreds of reported atroc-
ities by Russian forces
and Wagner mercenaries.
Russian artillery has
targeted apartment build-
ings, utilities, schools,
nuclear power plants and
hospitals.

This war has created
more than 8 million
refugees, including 1.6
million who are now liv-
ing in the homes of many
families in Poland. Ac-
cording to the Council on
Foreign Relations, citing
the U.N., more than 13
million people, or nearly
a third of Ukraine’s
prewar population, have
been displaced. U.S.
officials say Russian
forces have forcibly
transferred up to 1.6 mil-
lion Ukrainian refugees
to Russian territory as of
September 2022.

Last weekend, Presi-

BRIAN HOWEY
Howey Political Report

dent Biden took a secret
journey to Ukraine as
this war reaches a pivotal
state. Stepping out into
the streets of the capital
city as air-raid sirens
blared with Ukraine
President Zelensky

at his side, a defiant
Biden said, "One year
later, Kyiv stands. And
Ukraine stands. Democ-
racy stands."

This was the 21st Cen-
tury version of Presidents
Kennedy and Reagan
appearing before the Ber-
lin Wall, with the latter
saying, "Mr. Gorbachev,
tear down this wall." Or
the trans-Atlantic alliance
between President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt and
British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill during
World War 1II.

According to the Kiel
Institute for the World
Economy, the Biden ad-
ministration and the U.S.
Congress have directed
more than $75 billion in
assistance to Ukraine,
which includes human-
itarian, financial, and
military support ($46.6
billion, or 61%).

What the tyrant Putin
is discovering is that
Biden is a very different
adversary than he found
in President George W.
Bush when he invaded
the neighboring country
of Georgia in 2008. Or
President Barack Obama
when Putin sent an army
of "little green men" into
Crimea while launching
a takeover of the Donbas
region in 2014. Neither
Bush nor Obama con-

fronted Putin beyond
rhetoric and sanctions.
Obama handed the
Kremlin portfolio to Vice
President Biden, who,
like Putin, grew up and
came of age during the
Cold War.

Biden has long viewed
Putin as a thug. He was
offended when Putin
interfered in the 2016
U.S. presidential elec-
tion. In the PBS edition
of Frontline ("Putin and
the Presidents") there
is a direct correlation
between the Jan. 6 U.S.
Capitol insurrection that
had been plotted to, as
Steve Bannon said, "Kill
the Biden presidency
in the crib" and Pu-
tin's decision to invade
Ukraine the following
year. America is divided,
Putin believed. The U.S.
Capitol is under attack.
He had a green light to
invade Ukraine.

Former U.S. Ambas-
sador Marie Yovanovitch
told Frontline that Putin
made a "calculation" that
President Biden would
not hold the western
alliance together, as well
as Congress. Instead,
NATO has expanded
and the European Union
is weaning itself off of
Russian energy.

"This was a miscal-
culation of Napoleon-
ic magnitude," Kori
Schake, director of the
American Enterprise
Institute, told Frontline.

Through the lens of
former Senate Foreign
Relation Committee
staffers to the late U.S.
Sen. Richard Lugar of
Indiana in a Roll Call
op-ed in October 2020,
there wasn't much doubt
about the Biden resolve
we've seen three years
hence. From 2003
through 2006, Lugar
chaired the committee,
while Biden was ranking
member. They flipped
roles in 2007 when
Democrats won control
of the Senate. "Despite

major policy differenc-
es between Lugar and
Biden and the typical
rivalry between their
staffs, there never was a
moment when we doubt-
ed that Biden’s main
objective as an elected
official was the well-be-
ing of the United States,"
Republican staffers Dan
Diller, Shellie Bressler,
Mary Locke and Carl
Meacham wrote.

"Lugar and Biden also
had different priorities, "
these staffers continue.
"Biden usually was more
interested in regional
geopolitics, diplomatic
negotiations and conflict
resolution than Lugar
was. Lugar was more
focused on the building
blocks of American
economic and political
power — alliances, trade
agreements, arms treaties
and diplomatic capacity.

"The partnership
flourished because Biden
and Lugar had a common
vision of how the two
parties should overcome
their differences. Lugar
and Biden believed that
fights over policy in
committee should not
translate into division in
front of foreign leaders.
Their standing order was
to present the most united
front possible."

Because of this re-
solve, Ukraine still
stands. It faces a brutal
year ahead in 2023, if
not years longer.

“When Putin launched
his invasion nearly one
year ago, he thought
Ukraine was weak and
the West was divided.
He thought he could
outlast us,” Biden said in
a statement issued by the
White House. “But he
was dead wrong.”

The columnist is manag-
ing editor of Howey Politics
Indiana/State Affairs at
StateAffairs.com/pro/
Indiana. Find Howey on
Facebook and Twitter @

hwypol.
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Mrs. Forrest’s
Feeding Compulsions

Mrs. Forrest has
always been a compul-
sive feeder. Before she
retired, she was cooking
for the Mule Barn truck
stop’s customers, and is
singularly responsible for
about three flabby tons
of avoirdupois on this
nation’s truck drivers,
and may have been
marginally responsible,
third-hand, for a cardiac
event or two.

But now she’s retired,
and a widow, and her
kids all have kids and are
scattered like a covey of
quail. Local bachelors
of a certain age know if
they should just happen
to be chatting with Mrs.
Forrest on her front lawn
along about supper time,
there’s a dang-near dead
certainty they’ll get a
meal out of it.

And, through the mag-
ic of telepathic commu-
nication and the synchro-
nistic wave lengths of
humanity, the message
about Mrs. Forrest’s
unstoppable feeding com-
pulsion had somehow
reached the psyches of
the homeless.

At any rate, two of the
aforementioned drifters
had knocked on Mrs.
Forrest’s door and asked
if there were any chores
she needed done in
exchange for some food.
Well, you should’ve seen
her eyes light up at that
question. She said she
had a bunch of firewood
that needed to be split
into kindling and if they

SLIM RANDLES

Columnist

didn’t mind doing that,
she’d fix them a chicken
dinner with cream gravy.
Mrs. Forrest puts cream
gravy on everything.

So she busied herself
in the kitchen, and then
went out to see how
these fellows were doing.
And there, leaning on an
axe handle, was one of
them, and the other was
doing gymnastics in and
around the woodpile. It
was amazing. He’d come
out of a round-off flip
flop and then graceful-
ly go into a full layout
Sukuhara with a right-
hand twist. She watched
in awe for a few minutes
before whispering to this
gymnast’s partner.

“I had no idea your
friend was an acrobat,”
she whispered.

He looked at her and
whispered back, “Nei-
ther did I ‘til I cracked
him on the shin with this

£t}

axe.

Treat yourself to a once-
in-a-lifetime Iltis ax. Worth
every penny. sandy.kurtes@
ufsupplies.com
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Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
877-930-3271

DISH Network. $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.

(where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low As
$49.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber O t1c

Technology. Stream
eos, Music and More'
Call Earthlink Today

1-855-977-7069

High-Speed Internet. W
instantly compare speed,
pricing, availability to find
the best service for your
needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare
offers from top providers.
Call 1-844-961-0666

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take
your service with you
when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo!
1-877-327-0930

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site
will install your WIFI,

Doorbells, Cameras,
Home Theater Systems
& Gaming Consoles.

$20 OFF coupon

LIVE PAIN FREE
with CBD products
from AceWellness. We
guarantee highest quality,
most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products.
Softgels, Oils, Skincare,

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO
ACCIDENT? Let us

fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients!

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full
24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds.

New Starting Base
Pay - .60 cpm w/
option to make .70
cpm for Class A CDL
Flatbed Drivers,
Excellent Benefits,
Home Weekends, Call

DONATE YOUR
CAR TO CHARITY!
FAST FREE PICK-
UP-24 HR RESPONSE!
Help Children in Need,
Support Breast Cancer
Education/Prevention or

You may qualify for a
substantial cash award.
NO Obligation, NO
risk! We’ve recovered
millions. Let us help
you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920

your Home? Save
time & money,
connect with the Top
Agents in your area
to get more MONEY|
and close FASTER!
Call 317-854-9781

Experts - Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your

timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.

Call 877-329-1207

Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE. $200.00
OFF 2 FREE Months!
1-855-408-3894

42537! (Restrictions \ggge&l)nﬁ%r\]eﬁ%og%n Call today for a FREE|  |FREE information kit. | [800-648-9915 or www,| | Veterans. Tax Deduc-

apply) 855-668-0067 Now 833-226.3105 COﬂsultatanl!4844-517- Call 855-965-4916 boydandsons.com tion 844-820-9099
DIAGNOSED WITH Looking to SELL Wesley Financial Group, Never Pay For COMPUTER IS- Need Help with Fam-
LUNG CANCER? LLC - Timeshare Cancellation| |Covered Home Repairs SUES? GEEKS ON ily Law? Can’t Afford a

SITE provides FREE
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE
DURING COVIDI19.
No home visit necessary
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions ap-
ply. 888-715-8176

$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-4602
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability?
Appeal! If you’re
50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money
out of pockets! Call

1-855-995-4758

Thinking about installing
a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-855-475-0534 today
to see how you can save
$1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier

AT&T TV - The Best
of Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream

on 20 devices at once in
your home. HBO Max
FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) Call for
more details today! (some
restrictions apply) Call IVS
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.

Affordable premiums
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease.
Policy will only be

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Authors Guide
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

DIRECTYV for $69.99/mo
for 12 months with CHOICE
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
fainment anywhere. One year
of HBO Max FREE. Directv

is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.)
Call for more details! (some
restrictions apply)
Call 1-888-885-8931
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Hoosiers Would Earn
More For Jury Duty
Under Proposal

By Leslie Bonilla Muniz

Hoosiers haven’t
seen a pay increase for
jury duty in at least two
decades, but that could
change — even double
— under a bill advanc-
ing steadily through the
Statehouse.

But corresponding fee
increases have sparked
debate on how to fund
the criminal justice sys-
tem: as a public service,
or through the people
using it.

Hoosiers who show up
for jury selection earn
$15 per day. Those cho-
sen to serve earn $40 per
day — about $5 dollars
hourly for an eight-hour
workday. That hasn’t
changed since at least
2004, when lawmakers
reorganized the state’s
criminal justice codes.

“I say, if it’s a 10-hour
day, ‘Thank you, and
here’s your $4 an hour,"”
Lake County Superior
Court Judge Sam Cap-
pas told lawmakers in
committee this month.
“That’s what they’re
getting for the work that
they do. They’re grossly
underpaid.”

And jury pay is tax-
able. Some localities do
offer mileage reimburse-
ments.

House Bill 1466 would
double daily appearance
pay to $30 and jury
pay itself to $80 for the
first five days. Starting
day six, jury pay would
increase to $90 daily.

But it would increase
the $2 jury fees defen-
dants pay to $6, and
create a new $75 jury
fee for people filing civil
torts or plenary actions,
to fund the higher pay.
The latter would be on
top of an existing $100
civil filing fee.

Local units of govern-
ment pay jurors, and also
collect the fees to help
finance juries. State fi-
nance would be unaffect-
ed, according to a fiscal
analysis of the bill.

Getting Hoosiers in the
door

Some in the legal
system say that low pay
depresses the number of
people that show up for
jury duty. Still more po-
tential jurors go hoping
they’ll get rejected.

“People don’t want to
be there. I mean, people
work very hard to get
out of jury duty,” Allen
County Superior Court
Judge Frances C. Gull
told the Capital Chron-
icle. “... Itis hard to
get people to commit to
jury duty because they
are looking at financial
hardship.”

“Extreme” hardship is
a legitimate way to get
out of jury duty, but any-
thing less severe won’t
get you out. That’s in or-
der to keep the broadest
array of potential jurors
possible.

“In each and every
trial, invariably there are
a handful of people that
say they cannot afford
to sit for jury service,”
Cappas, an Indiana Jury
Committee member, told

lawmakers. “They live
check-to-check and when
it’s not enough to com-
pensate them, they can’t
pay their bills.”

If they’re removed
from the jury selection
pool, he said, “that
results in the parties not
having a fair cross-sec-
tion of the community.

. The plaintiff and the
defendant do not have the
right people to hear the
facts and testimony.”

Indiana is actually mid-
dle-of-the-pack nationally
for jury pay. Five states
pay $5—$7.50 daily, at
the low end, according
to Jury Duty 101. At the
high end, six pay $50
daily.

The bill, authored by
Rep. Michelle Davis,
R-Greenwood, would
put Indiana far ahead of
the rest of the country.
Davis didn’t respond to
requests for comment.

Making a mostly
self-sustaining system

But to raise jury pay,
Davis’ bill gets money
from elsewhere.

It hikes up the jury fee
that people found guilty
must pay, from $2 to $6.
That increase is expected
to bring in an additional
$1.1 million—$1.7 mil-
lion annually, according
to the fiscal analysis.

The bill also creates a
$75 jury fee for people
who file civil torts or ple-
nary actions, which could
generate an estimated
$552,000—$706,000
annually.

The Indiana Jury
Committee, which rec-
ommended the provisions
contained in the bill, said
it didn’t want to leave lo-
cal governments picking
up the tab on higher pay.

“We didn’t feel like
it was our function or
our decision to say this
should come out of
taxpayer dollars in some
other fashion,” Delaware
Circuit Court Judge
Kimberly Dowling told
lawmakers.

Dowling, who is also
a committee member,
said that’s why the group
didn’t add the $75 filing
fee to collections or
mortgage foreclosure
cases, because those typ-
ically don’t use the jury
system.

Push for a “public ser-
vice” funding approach

But some say the tab
shouldn’t go to people
involved in the criminal
justice system.

“It should be a public
service,” Gull told the
Capital Chronicle. “I’'m a
firm believer in that. It’s
unfortunate that we try to
fund so many things in
the criminal justice sys-
tem on the backs of the
users of that system.”

She said 80% of the
defendants in her court-
room have public defend-
ers, meaning that they
don’t have the money to
hire their own attorneys.

“It isn’t great. [But]
I’ll take it if that’s all we
can get,” Gull conclud-
ed.

The Judicial Confer-
ence of Indiana, in a
2020 10-year strategic

plan, called the state’s
current funding structure
“inefficient and unfair.”
It recommended that the
state kick in some more
funding for needy local
governments, and ideally
cover the whole tab.

“I do hope that the
General Assembly, in
the future, will take that
on holistically,” Indiana
Public Defender Coun-
cil Executive Director
Bernice Corley told
lawmakers.

The outlook for Hoo-
siers serving jury duty

Brian Gould’s first
worry when he was
called to serve late last
summer was child care.

Gould took paid time
off from his construction
industry lobbying job,
but knew neither he nor
his wife — a nurse work-
ing long hours — would
be able to make the 2:45
p.m. bus drop-off for
their three children.

They managed to find
care for the two-day
Hamilton County trial,
but Gould noted a longer
trial of a week or more
would’ve been “a huge
commitment.”

“There were a cou-
ple people in the jury
that were retired, so it
didn’t impact their work
schedule, it didn’t impact
their finances,” Gould
said. “But, you know,
if you are having to take
time off from work,
you’re not getting paid
and now you’re having
to potentially pay for
child care on top of that,
I think [raising jury pay]
is probably a wise thing
to do.”

Gould said he and
most of his fellow jurors
got the summons and
dreaded the service, but
after getting selected,
“knew what type of re-
sponsibility we had.”

“Not that I would want
to do it on a regular basis
... but I was glad I was
able to participate in the
process,” he said. “...

I would be hopeful that
most juries would put in
the time and effort that
our group did.”

But he said he wasn’t
sure a bigger token
of appreciation would
change how Hoosiers
feel about serving. Gould
himself got his check in
the mail several weeks
later and initially thought
it was a tax refund of
some kind.

The bill flew through
its original committee
and a financial one this
month on unanimous
votes. The House also
passed it unanimously,
on February 14.

It’s now in the Senate
awaiting consideration.

Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is part of States
Newsroom, a network of
news bureaus supported by
grants and a coalition of
donors as a 501c(3) public
charity. Indiana Capital
Chronicle maintains editori-
al independence. Follow In-
diana Capital Chronicle on
facebook.com/IndianaCap-
italChronicle and twitter.
com/INCap Chronicle
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education. I made my
classes interesting and
tried to stimulate the stu-
dents to do their best."

Mrs. Stevenson told
me that she enjoyed
teaching at Darlington
because of the small-
ness of the school. She
felt that she really got
to know the students
and their parents. When
Anna Faye retired, she
decided not to substitute
teach, as she felt a sub
has difficulty maintaining
control for one or two
days at a time. I think
Mrs. Stevenson wanted
to remember her teaching
the way everyone else
does...the perfect class-
room. Here's what a few
of her former students
had to say:

"Mrs. Stevenson made
my adjustment into junior
high. I loved her teaching
English, literature, and
math. She was always
neat in her appearance,
and she made a great role
model to pattern after."

"Besides being knowl-
edgeable, she was
probably one of the most
patient and understand-
ing teachers ever. She
was very sensitive to
the students' needs and
provided a lot of encour-
agement."

"Mrs. Stevenson was
a good teacher who
had strong discipline
and could get her point
across. There were no fa-
vorites in her class. She
was a very caring and
devoted teacher."

"Math wasn't my
favorite subject, but she

Anna Faye Stevenson

made sure we got it...
or we went over and
over again until we did!
She was a challenging
teacher. She made us
work hard, but she was
very fair."

When I entered Mrs.
Stevenson's classroom
as a 7th grade student,
I knew that she meant
business. I studied very
hard that year under her
guidance and encour-
agement, and became a
much better student. I
repected her, and I knew
she wanted me to excel.
I also had the privilege
of teaching with Mrs.
Stevenson from 1972
until she retired, and 1
appreciated her talents

Photo courtesy of Butch Dale

even more then. Sadly,
Mrs. Stevenson passed
away several years ago.
She changed the lives

of hundreds of students
for the better, not just as
students, but also deep
down as good human
beings and productive
members of society.
Anna Faye, I will always
be grateful to have had
you as my junior high
teacher. You were one
classy lady!

John "Butch" Dale is a
retired teacher and County
Sheriff. He has also been
the librarian at Darlington
the past 32 years, and is
a well-known artist and
author of local history.
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| Whether you sell by phone or in person,
' we want to talk with you!

" Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour
and only go up from there.

If you have good sales skills, this might
be the job you have been looking for.

There is no cap on earnings and
multiple people in the past have

earned $50,000, $60,000 and
I figures.
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