
Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:11 a.m.      
SET: 6:40 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High:  51 °F
Low: 33 °F

Today is...
• International GM’s Day

• March Forth

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1789 The U.S. Consti-
tution is put into effect. 
The law is one of the 
world's oldest consti-

tutions still in use. The 
oldest is the Constitution 

of San Marino, which was 
issued in 1600.

• 1918 The first docu-
mented cases of the Span-

ish flu herald a deadly 
worldwide pandemic. The 

disease quickly spread 
around the world, causing 
over 25 million deaths.
• 2007 The world's first 
national internet election 
is held. Estonia was the 
first country to allow its 

citizens to vote in a parlia-
mentary election through 
the World Wide Web.

Births On This Day
• 1951 Chris Rea

English singer-songwriter, 
guitarist

• 1968 Graham Westley
English footballer, 

manager

Deaths On This Day
• 1852 Nikolai Gogol

Ukrainian/Russian author, 
playwright

• 2008 Gary Gygax
American game designer, 
writer, co-created Dun-

geons & Dragons

It's Back! GO VOTE!
It’s back. It’s new and improved. It’s better than ever.
What is it? Montgomery County’s biggest annual contest, The Paper’s 
Readers’ Choice 2023! The way this huge annual promotion works is sim-
ple. The Paper publishes a list and asks you to vote for your favorites. And 
this year, we are making it even easier to vote. You can go to www.thepa-
per24-7.com and click on the Readers’ Choice 2023 ad and then vote 
for any and all your favorites. Last year we finished with more than half a 
million votes. As usual, there is no definitive ending date announced, so 
don’t wait! Hurry up and vote now, today. And keep voting if you like! You 
are the Reader and these are your Choices. Make them count!

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

LORRAINE WALING
 for subscribing!

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE INSIDE 
TODAY’S 
EDITION

Don’t watch TV before going to 
sleep – the bright light and activity 

may keep your brain awake.
Today’s health tip was brought to 

you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The 

Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.
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A lot of hearts will be broken 
tonight when sectional champs 
are crowned. Mine has been 
ever since we went to multiple 
classes.

 TODAY’S QUOTE  TODAY’S JOKE
“One swallow does not make a 

summer, but one skein of geese, 
cleaving the murk of March thaw, is 

the Spring.”
Aldo Leopold

Today is the only day where the date 
gives orders – March forth!

 OBITUARIES
None

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

1Jim Baird is the U.S. Con-
gressman for Indiana’s 4th 
District, which includes Mont-

gomery County. On Friday, he sent 
a letter to the Indiana Department 
of Environmental Management 
requesting further deliveries of 
hazardous materials from the East 
Palestine train derailment to the 
Heritage Environmental Services 
in Roachdale, be halted immedi-
ately. “Last week, our state was 
blindsided by the announcement 
that the EPA would be relocating 
hazardous materials from the 
East Palestine train derailment 
to Roachdale,” the letter stated. 
“Hoosiers deserve to know exactly 
what’s happening in their own 
backyard, and until we have full 
transparency and proper over-
sight, I am respectfully asking 
IDEM to halt further transportation 
of hazardous materials to our 
state.”

2A new study by the good 
folks at Today’s Homeowner 
takes a look at women in the 

construction industry, including 
employment representation, pay, 
and geographic differences – and 
it wasn’t great news for Indiana. 
Out of all 50 states, they found 
that Indiana ranks smack dab 
in the middle at No. 25 for the 
highest percentage of female con-
struction trade workers. In addi-
tion, here are some of their other 
findings: The percentage of women 
in the construction industry in 
Indiana is 2.7% which is #25 in 
the country. The top 5 states with 
largest representation of women 
in construction is South Carolina, 
Georgia, Washington, Florida, and 
Arkansas. Seven of the 10 states 
with the highest percentages of 
female construction trade workers 
are in the South. Over the past five 
years, the pay gap has improved 
for construction managers by 2.5 
percentage points, but worsened 
for construction trade workers by 
more than 17 points.

3The First Lady is coming to 
the Hoosier State. Dr. Jill 
Biden will be in Valparaiso 

Monday. She and Labor Secre-
tary Julie Su and U.S. Deputy 
Energy Secretary David Turk will 
tout the Biden Administration's 
commitment to strengthening the 
economy and building pathways 
to good-paying jobs through 
career-connected learning. They 
will be visiting Ivy Tech Community 
College there.

Philippians 4:6 -7 Be careful 
for nothing; but in every thing 

by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known 

unto God. And the peace of 
God, which passeth all un-

derstanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus.

Andrew Jones smiles for our roving 
photographer. Andrew is a senior of 
Crawfordsville High School where he 
plays soccer and golf. Thank you for 
your smile Andrew!

Dear Rusty: When one be-
comes a widow/widower, what 
is the most efficient way to 
start receiving the deceased's 
monthly Social Security. 
Signed: Still Grieving

Dear Still Grieving: There 
is really only one way to start 
receiving surviving spouse ben-
efits – you must contact Social 
Security directly to apply. You 
can call 1.800.772.1213 or call 
your local SS field office (find 
the number at www.ssa.gov/
locator) to make an appoint-
ment to apply for your survivor 
benefits. These appointments 
are normally conducted over 
the phone, so a personal visit to 
the Social Security office isn’t 
usually necessary. 

The larger question to con-
sider is when you should claim 

the survivor benefit. Like most 
other Social Security benefits, 
your age when you claim deter-
mines how much your survivor 
benefit will be. And a survivor 
benefit isn’t payable in all cases. 
Consider these points:

• If the surviving spouse is 
already receiving their own SS 
retirement benefit and that is 
more than the deceased spouse 
was receiving, the surviving 
spouse continues to receive only 

their own higher benefit but will 
get a one-time lump sum death 
benefit of $255.

• If the surviving spouse’s 
own benefit is less than the 
deceased was receiving, the sur-
viving spouse’s benefit will be 
based on the higher amount.

• If the surviving spouse has 
reached their full retirement age 
(FRA), the survivor’s benefit 

ASK Rusty
Social Security Advisor 

Social Security Matters
This article is intended for information purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Boomer Bits
Ask Rusty – What’s The Best Way To 
Start Receiving My Survivor Benefit?

See RUSTY Page A6

Come On All You Seniors, 
Get Happy And Healthy!

BBB Tip: 
Meta's New 
Subscription 
Service

By John Grimaldi

If you are a senior living in 
Massachusetts, Colorado or 
New Jersey you are likely to be 
physically active or, at least, 
searching the internet for fitness 
advice. New research by the 
online consumer price-tracking 
website, Pricelisto, has identi-
fied the citizens of those three 
states as having the highest av-
erage monthly search for fitness 
advice over the last 12 months.

That’s a good thing, according 
to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol [CDC], which recommends 
that the older you get the more 
you need to exercise. “Adults 
aged 65 and older need at least 
150 minutes a week (for exam-
ple, 30 minutes a day, 5 days a 

week) of moderate intensity ac-
tivity such as brisk walking.  Or 
they need 75 minutes a week of 
vigorous-intensity activity such 
as hiking, jogging, or running,” 
says the CDC.

“So, get up and get active,” 
says Rebecca Weber, CEO 
of the Association of Mature 
American Citizens [AMAC]. 
“Sure, you’ll find some older 
folks who might prefer to sit 
out their senior years, but, for 
the most part, the elders among 
us — and there are a lot of 
them — choose ‘not to go gently 
into that good night,’ as poet 
Dylan Thomas put it.” She’s not 
suggesting that we run the “four 
minute mile;” rather, Weber 
says that moderate exercise will 

On Sunday, Meta founder 
Mark Zuckerberg announced the 
company is introducing Meta 
Verified, a paid "blue verifica-
tion badge" for Facebook and 
Instagram that will be available 
later this week. According to 
the news release, the monthly 
subscription service includes a 
verification badge, protection 
against impersonating accounts, 
increased visibility, priority 
customer service and other 
exclusive features. Previous-
ly, Twitter announced its blue 
checkmark program. 

See HAPPY Page A6 See BBB Page A6

Mark Cox 
New Street 
Department 
Commissioner

Chamber Of Commerce Welcomes Seed Library

Crawfordsville Mayor Todd 
Barton is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Mark Cox 
as the new Street Commissioner 
for the City of Crawfordsville 
Street Department.

Cox, a Crawfordsville native, 
has worked for the City of 
Crawfordsville for 40 years. 
Cox retired as an officer for 
the Crawfordsville City Police 
Department before joining the 
street department in 2006.

"I am honored to have been 
entrusted with this position, and 
my transition has been a smooth 
one with the help of the great 
employees here at the street 
department," Cox said. “We 
are going to continue to keep 
improving the quality and quan-
tity of service we can provide 

Photo courtesy of Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce 
The Seed Library will kick off a year of events on March 9 at 6:30 p.m. at the library.

Wednesday, the Crawfords-
ville-Montgomery County 
Chamber welcomed Crawfords-
ville’s newest home-growing 
solution, Seed Library, with 
a ceremonial ribbon cutting. 
The event, hosted at the 
Crawfordsville District Pub-
lic Library and sponsored by 
Hoosier Heartland State Bank, 

Valero Renewables, and Nucor 
Indiana, saw a turnout of over 
20 enthusiastic members of our 
community.

The Seed Library is a col-
laborative effort between the 
Master Gardeners from Purdue 
Extension–Montgomery County 
and the Crawfordsville Dis-
trict Public Library. It can be 

found on the second floor of the 
library and allows anyone who 
may enter to take home up to 
10 different packs of seeds to 
plant at no expense to whoever 
may want to dip their toes in 
home gardening.

The Seed Library will kick 

See SEED Page A6See COX Page A6
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Butch Buys 
Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL
I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING

Notice is hereby given the Taxpayers of Montgomery County, Indiana, that the proper legal officers of Montgomery County will consider the following additional 
appropriations in excess of the 2023 Budget Order from the DLGF at the regular Council meeting on March 14, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. at the Community Meeting Room, 1580 
Constitution Row, Crawfordsville, Indiana.

Additional Appropriations:

Fund Fund Description Dept # Department Description Account Account Description Additional Amount Requested

1000 County General 0001 Celerk of Courts 59700 Fund to Fund Transfer $3,090.85

1000 County General 0002 Auditor 11113 Parcel Technician $36,000.00

1000 County General 0068 Commissioners 30093 CCC $232,500.00

1191 Riverboat 0701 RDC TBD RDC Grants $50,000.00

2500 County User Fees 0235 Probation 21919 Incentives $630.00

2500 County User Fees 0235 Probation 21919 Incentives $1,502.97

Total: $323,7213.82

The additional appropriations as finally made will be referred to the Department of Local Government Finance (DLGF). The DLGF will make a written determination 
as to the sufficiency of funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy of the action taken.

This will be considered a work session for the Board of Commissioners in conjunction with the scheduled Council meeting.
Dated this 03/01/2023
Mindy Byers
Auditor, Montgomery County

PL4591  3/4  1t   hspaxlp

PUBLIC NOTICES

MARCH 11-19
INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS 

& EVENT CENTER

INSPIRATION GROWS HERE

Spring is in full bloom  
and bursting with color 
for you to explore at 
this year’s Indianapolis 
Landscape Association 
Feature  
Gardens!

Who will reign supreme as 
the Deck Wars Champion? 
Check out the contenders, 
get inspired by their 
creations & vote  
for your favorite!

buy online & SAVE $2
IndianaFlowerandPatioShow.com

Valid on regular adult admission only.

  @IndianaHomeShows    @HomeShowIND

Find fresh ideas from more than 300 experts in remodeling,  
kitchens & baths, landscaping, décor, flooring and more!

IFPS23_6.621x6_TradeAd_BW.indd   1 2/21/23   8:48 AM

New Market Elementary 4th Six Weeks Honor Roll Meeting Notes

Montgomery 
County Drainage 

Board
Wednesday, March 8, 

2023 at 9:30 a.m.
Montgomery County 

Government Center, 
Community Meeting 
Room

1580 Constitution 
Row, Crawfordsville, In 
47933

I. Call To Order
II. Pledge Of Alle-

giance & Prayer
III. Approval Of 

Minutes
• Feb. 8, 2023 – Reg-

ular Meeting
IV. Hearing
• James Gilliland #519 

– Assessment Hearing
V. Petitions
• John Mccorkle #608 

– Petition for Variance; 
Brendan Freeman

VI. Old Business
• William Shelley 

#706 – Reconstruction 
Update

O Banning Engineer-
ing Proposal

• Claude Moody #583 
– Discussion

VII. Other Business
VIII. New Business
IX. Public Comment
X. Adjournment

Improving Public Health

Having a healthy 
population is key to our 
state's success. By pre-
venting health problems, 
rather than just treating 
them, Indiana can foster 
healthier families and a 
stronger workforce.

That's why I support 
Senate Bill 4, which 
would incentivize local 
health departments to im-
prove the quality of their 
services by establishing 
the Local Public Health 
Services Fund grant 
program.

The grant program 
would support local 
health departments that 
opt in to provide "core 
public health services" 
recommended by the 
Governor's Public Health 
Commission.

These services include 
screening for childhood 

lead exposure, inspect-
ing public buildings for 
sanitation, partnering 
with schools to support 
student health, prevent-
ing tobacco use, and 
reviewing suicide, child 
and overdose fatality 
reports.

Under SB 4, no county 
could accept this grant 
funding for expanded 
health services unless the 
elected county com-
missioners and county 
council agree. The bill 
further states, "A county 
that accepts additional 
funding to provide core 
public health services 
does not transfer any 
authority under statute in 
operating the local health 
department to the state 
department in return for 
additional funding."

This bill would be a 
big step forward in im-
proving the overall health 
of Hoosiers and promot-
ing collaboration between 
local health departments 
and the Indiana Depart-
ment of Health.

Spencer Deery is the 
State Senator for District 
23, serving portions of 
Montgomery, Fountain, 
Tippecanoe, Parke, Vermil-
lion and Warren counties.

Spencer Deery
Guest Column

Preschool
Character Counts: 

(Fairness): Teeghan Ma-
rine, Olivia Priddy

Kindergarten
Character Counts 

(Fairness): Ollie Caudill, 
Nashlyn Starcher, Izzy 
Cregger, Teddy Hartman

1st Grade
Character Counts 

(Fairness): Alex Bad-
ertscher, Benson Jones, 
Brecken Thomas

High Honor Roll: 
Olivia Clark, Hudson 
Hockersmith, Benson 
Jones, Ezra Mortara, 
Aunyssa Pyle, Paige 
Simpson, Kinley Archer, 
Delaney Carr, Elizabeth 
Emberton, Finley Fisher, 
Nevaeh McMullen, 
Maverick Roach, Kaydan 
Simms, Jaxon Whitlow, 
Jason Yearly, Ainsley 
Anglin, Cole Boyd, Enzo 
Carr, Hadley Cornelius

A/B Honor Roll: 
Hadley Abell, Gracie 
Barnhart, Parker Bonilla, 
Frances Cotten, Braden 
Ford, Jackson Davis, 
Serafina Nowak, Emma 
Wadley, James Wurts-
baugh, Ava Barclay, 
Leo Cox, Elijah Hester, 
Isaac Steiner, Brecken 
Thomas, Kerstin Wil-
son, Alex Badertscher, 
Michael Bell-Grayson, 
Noah Fruits, Kaydence 
Lambka, Jason McNair, 
Caroline Nichols, Cha-
seten Scheurich, Eliana 
Starcevich, LauraBelle 
Surber, Raelynn White

2nd Grade
Character Counts 

(Fairness): Levi Badillo, 
Alden Bray, Zane Turn-
er, Derrick Ward

High Honor Roll: 
Tyberius Anglin, Ace 
Charles, Sawyer Cohee, 
Sutton Cohee, Lucille 
Fishero, Landen Marine, 
Charlotte Stull, Henley 
Surface, Gabriel Turn-
er, Sylis Barnett, Alden 
Bray, Eli Brown, Hudson 
McCandless, Eva Rice, 
Kaison Steiner, Oliver 
Vice, Macy White, Vera 
Carrell, Peyton Doss, 
Oliver Cook, Addie 
Lindsay, Levi Rhodes, 
Nora Stetler, Gage Van 
Dorn, Derrick Ward, 
Colton Watson

A/B Honor Roll: Levi 
Badillo, Isla Beach, 
Henry Jones, Maxine 
Hartman, Reyna Her-
nandez, Stella Hughes, 
Kyhia Larrance, Briley 
Malone, Katana Willhite, 
Paislie Barnes, Harmo-
ny Cheesman, Audri 
Cohee, Beckett Jones, 
Mallory Morphew High, 
Creed Newkirk, Ellie 
Poole, Amariah Pyle, 
Nolan Rothrock, Jackson 
Surber, Zane Turner, 
Roran Alesi, Kynlee 
Cleary, Elle Collins, 
Cale Cunningham, Lux 
Highland, Elayna Johns, 
Carley Meseraull, Au-
drey Porter

3rd Grade
Character Counts 

(Fairness): Cyrus Coo-
per, Cayson Hester, 
Conner McMullen

High Honor Roll: 
Rowyn Cravens, Stella 
Livingston, Maribelle 
Marine, Quinn Bad-
ertscher, Branch Blak-
ley, Dorothy Cotten, 
Baine Franklin, McCoy 
Gomez, Coree Perez, 

Avalyn Simpson, Evelyn 
Stephens, Graham Wag-
ner, Libby Stull

A/B Honor Roll: 
Cyrus Cooper, McKaley 
Gibson, Trevor Largent, 
Nevaeh Nelson, Gwen 
Norman, Elisabeth 
Parker, Jackson Parrish-
Brogan Blakley, Emma 
Bonebrake, Noah Carr, 
Jackson Hall, Cayson 
Hester, Autumn Hunt, 
Addison Kueterman, Av-
ery Kueterman, Tobias 
Lacy, Vivian Wilson, 
Mackenzie Bullock, 
Koltan Collins, Marlaina 
Halstead, Conner Mc-
Mullen, Holly Priddy, 
Adelle Shannon, Riley 
Thompson

4th Grade
Character Counts 

(Fairness): Serenity Her-
nandez, Ryder Fruits, 
Rylie Cornelius, Elouise 
McGaughey

High Honor Roll: 
Karsyn Charles, Ad-
dilynn Edwards, Jacey 
Hoenshell, Abigail 
Badillo, Carson Barker, 
Thomas Fishero, Ryder 
Fruits, Presley Lesko, 
Hillary McCandless, 
Hope Smith, Addilynn 
Wood, Arian Wrede, 
Raylan Hester, August 
Ashment, Mila Barsot-
ti, Adrien Cohee, Tori 
Frazier, Joslynn Gray, 
Zayden Gross, Jolene 
Kappel, Anna Lindsay, 
Elouise McGaughey, 
Sully Roark, Remy Stetle

A/B Honor Roll: 
Kellan Dittmer, Ava 
Eubanks, Anna Froedge, 
Rich Hens, Corynne 
Morris, Kinley Murphy, 
Aaleeah Carrell, Ruger 

Foster, Colby Kessler, 
Charlie Moore, Lainey 
Sheldon, Tregan Sutton, 
Virginia Thomas, Phoebe 
Buckler, Haven Hernan-
dez, Karter Maddock, 
Logan Rosenbaum, Har-
rison Simmons, William 
Boots, Kaitlyn Burkhart, 
Jett Cummins, River 
Eller, James Ethington, 
Ryan Gilliland, Kinzlie 
Price, Rachel Reimondo, 
Rayleigh Thomas

5th Grade
Character Counts: 

(Fairness): Sequoya 
Roark, Rachel Johnson, 
Eli Endicott, Kailyn 
Howard

High Honor Roll: 
Keiarra Archer, Ryder 
Kessler, Ryder Newkirk, 
Taylor Sering, Kenzie 
Turner, Ailise Brad-
shaw, Maddox Clark, 
Jordanna Troutman, 
Grant Albertson, Brolin 
Burris, Cole Edwards, 
Bolten Hagenow, Calista 
Hale, Luke Light, Em-
ery Light, Kam Mad-
dock, Emily Needham, 
Marilyn Prado, McK-
inzie Stoner

A/B Honor Roll: Jack 
Cripe, Cole Fullenwid-
er, Lea Gregg, Carter 
Harshbarger, Lorelei 
Hoskins, Kailyn How-
ard, Carter Kessler, 
Ethan Langevin, Judah 
Smith, Shawn Smoot, 
Gunnar Williams, Molly 
Cregger, Eli Endicott, 
Tracy Long, Hadley 
McArthur, Andrea 
Allen, Delilah Amstutz, 
Allison Largent, Abigail 
Thomas, Ayden Thomas, 
Maci Epps, McKenna 
Mullis

VISIT US ONLINE  AT
WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM
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Service times: 
10:02 am on Sundays 

Wednesday night prayer meeting 
at 6:30 pm.

vinechurchlife.org

A family for everyone

Waynetown Baptist 
Church

Service: Sunday 10:30 am
Children’s Church

Casual Clothes, Everybody Welcome

Traditional and Comtemporary

Sunday School/Growth Groups: 9:00 AM 
Worship Service: 10:30 AM 

Youth Group Wednesday at 6:30
You can watch us on YouTube and Facebook 

Watch Sunday Mornings

FEATURED 
BUSINESS

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/23

AUTOMOTIVE

RETAIL

Contact our advertising 
department at 

765-361-0100 ext. 1
to be included in our next 

Service Directory.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

BANKING

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/23

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

ELECTRICAL HOME SERVICES

HOME SERVICES

CONTRACTORS
PAVING & SEALING
812-498-8001
Asphalt Repair • Patching

Sealcoating • Painted Lines
Top quality work at affordable rates

Servicing churches, schools, commercial 
and residential customers

MEADOW SALES

765-569-0777
1916 N. Nyesville Rd.

Rockville, IN 

BOOTS & CARHARTT

VETERANS

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
361-0100

Life without local news is like 
hearing crickets

STOP LISTENING 
TO CRICKETS

Two-Thirds Of Filed Senate Bills Are Dead
By Leslie Bonilla Muniz

Just one in three of the 
Indiana Senate’s filed 
bills — about 160 of 489 
total — survived do-or-die 
deadlines this week.

Among the casualties 
are some bills aimed at 
helping immigrants re-
siding in Indiana without 
authorization, a collection 
of marijuana legalization 
proposals and even one on 
craft hemp, plus changes 
to Airbnbs and seat belts 
in court.

The weeks ahead will 
be crammed with head-
lines on what’s moving 
forward, but just as sig-
nificant are the proposed 
changes to state law that 
won’t come to fruition — 
for now. Any bill the full 
Senate didn’t approve by 
Tuesday is dead.

Meanwhile, just a quar-
ter of House bills made 
that chamber’s deadlines.

Lawmakers could res-
urrect fallen proposals by 
inserting the language into 
live bills, but the majority 
are dead at least until next 
year.

Mixed results for Hoo-
siers without citizenship

A Senate bill expand-
ing driving privileges to 
immigrants residing in the 
state without authorization 
made it further than it 
ever has this session, but 
will go no further after it 
died in a fiscal committee 
last month.

So did an attempt, also 
by Sen. Blake Doriot, 
R-Goshen, to make 
non-citizen college hope-
fuls eligible for cheaper 
in-state tuition rather than 
higher out-of-state rates.

Senate Bill 135 would 
have let people who 
attended a Hoosier high 
school for at least four 
years — and either grad-
uated from one or earned 
a diploma equivalent — 
qualify for lower tuition.

Those without legal 
status would’ve had to file 
an affidavit with a public 
college or university that 
they have applied — or 
will — to legalize their 
status. And they wouldn’t 
have been able to apply 
for other government aid.

That bill died without 

a committee hearing, but 
another immigration-relat-
ed bill progressed through 
the Senate and has been 
sent to the House.

Senate Bill 376 would 
expand Medicaid eligi-
bility to people who do 
legally reside in the state, 
even if they’re not yet 
citizens, and expanded 
federal children’s health 
insurance program eligi-
bility to minors with legal 
residence.

The bill would also 
tell agencies and local 
units of government that 
they don’t have to verify 
citizenship or immigration 
status to decide someone’s 
eligibility for programs 
like the special supple-
mental food program 
for women, infants and 
children.

Indiana holds out 
against marijuana legal-
ization

To no one’s surprise, 
Indiana will go at least 
another year — and likely 
more — without advanc-
ing a growing number 
of marijuana legalization 
bills.

A House committee 
heard one such bill for 
the first time this session, 
drawing headlines, but it 
wasn’t brought up for a 
vote.

In the Senate, law-
makers from both parties 
filed bills decriminalizing 
possession of an ounce 
or less of marijuana, 
creating a medical use 
program, and several 
more fully legalizing the 
substance, permitting-tax-
ing structure and all. 
None were heard in com-
mittee and died earlier 
this session.

One bill would even 
have established a legal 
defense for people operat-
ing vehicles or boats with 
marijuana found in their 
blood, as long as they 
weren’t intoxicated at the 
time. It didn’t get a com-
mittee hearing either.

Even a bill establishing 
regulatory testing and 
packaging requirements 
for the distribution and 
sale of craft hemp flower 
products died earlier this 
month when it didn’t get 
heard on the Senate floor.

Short-term rental regu-
lations and seat belts cut

A bill allowing local 
units of government to 
charge up to $25 for an 
annual short-term rental 
inspection fee cleared 
its first committee last 
month, but died in a sec-
ond one — prompting its 
author to ditch.

Several homeowners 
and even town council 
members bemoaned their 
inability to curb what they 
described as negligent, 
out-of-state owners who 
allow massive parties 
under unsafe living con-
ditions. Local short-term 
rental owners previously 
testified that abusive ones 
made them “look really 
bad.”

Committee chair Travis 
Holdman, R-Markle, held 
the bill back citing a lack 
of committee consensus.

Upon hearing that his 
bill wouldn’t advance 
from a Senate tax com-
mittee, Sen. Mike Young, 
R-Indianapolis, declined 
to present his bill and left 
the room.

And seat belt usage will 

remain inadmissible in 
court as part of a lawsuit 
after Senators narrowly 
killed a heavily debated 
bill in committee last 
month.

Senate Bill 163 
would’ve changed that, 
opening the possibility 
that those responsible for 
causing a crash might pay 
less if the injured person 
wasn’t wearing a safety 
restraint.

But lawmakers on the 
lawyer-heavy commit-
tee worried the measure 
would lay a heavy burden 
of proof on the victims of 
crashes, or take too much 
money from them. The 
bill failed on a 5-6 vote.

Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Follow Indiana 
Capital Chronicle on face-
book.com/IndianaCapital-
Chronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle
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1981 West Oak Hill Road • Crawfordsville
Romans 15:13

Follow us on Facebook
Sunday school 9:30 am

Church 10:30 am
Wednesday Bible Study 4 pm

Friendship 
Baptist Church Garfield Apostolic 

Christian
4485 E 300 N • Crawfordsville

Services
Sunday at 10 am 

Tuesday Prayer Meeting
 6 pm - 7 pm

Thursday Bible Study 
6:30 pm - 8 pm

  

Hickory Bible Church
104 Wabash   New Richmond

Sunday Services: 

Breakfast and Bible - 9:30

Church - 10:30

a small church
with a big heart!

Dr. Curtis Brouwer, Pastor 
765-918-4949

Church Service at 10 am

124 West Elm Street • Ladoga
(765) 942-2019

ladogachristianchurch@gmail.com 
www.ladogacc.com

Liberty Chapel Church
Phil 4:13

Church Services: 
Sunday School 9 am

 Church 10 am

Wednesday Children’s Awana 
Program 

6 pm-8 pm

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 

Sunday School 9:00 AM

Rev. Clint Fink

Website: northcornerstonechurch.org

609 S. Main Street • Linden
(765) 339-7347

2746 S US Highway 231
Crawfordsville

Services: 
Thursday night at 6:30

 Sunday mornings at 10:30

Both services are streamed

Helping 
people to 

follow Jesus 
and love 

everybody!

New Market 
Christian 
Church

300 S. Third Street • New Market
(765) 866-0421

Dr. Gary Snowden, Minister
 

Sunday Worship at 10:00 am 
in the Family Life Center 

(Masks Encouraged)
or in the Parking Lot Tuned to 91.5 FM

No Sunday School at This Time

nmcc@sbcglobal.net • newmarketcc.org
Visit Us on Facebook

 
We Exist to Worship God,

Love One Another &
Reach Out to Our Neighbors

802 Mill St. • Crawfordsville
Pastor Steve Lee and his wife, Tamara, 
invite you all to their spirit-filled church

Services
Sunday at 2 pm

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
7 pm

Saturday evening
(speaking spanish service) 

at 7 pm

One Way 
Pentecostal 

Apostolic Church

153 E 300 South • Crawfordsville
southsidechurchofchristindiana.com

Sundays: 
Worship at 10:30 am

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7 pm

Southside Church 
of Christ

Christ’s United Methodist Church
Dr. David Boyd 

We’re here and we 
can hardly wait 

to see you 
Sundays at 11 a.m.!

909 E Main Street • Crawfordsville
765-362-2383

christsumc@mymetronet.net 
View live and archived services on our FB page. 

View archived only services
at christsumc.org.>video>livestream.

FAITH
The Paper

OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

INCLUDE YOUR INFORMATION The Paper of Montgomery County is asking churches to send us church news by noon on Thursday. Information can be e-mailed to: news@thepaper24-7.com

The following is a listing of church services and various programs that organizations around Montgomery County have sent The Paper. If you would like to have your church information included in this free listing, simply 
e-mail it to news@thepaper24-7.com by Monday for the Wednesday Print Edition. 

FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday’s schedule will include Sunday School at 9:30 and morning 
worship at 10:30 followed by a pitch-in dinner. After dinner there will 
be a special service in which Pastor Roe will step aside and Bro. Keith 
Harris will become the pastor. Meetings will continue with  the Danfords 
Monday through Thursday at 7 each evening.
The public is invited to all the services anytime but especially during our 
revival with the Danfords. The location is 5113 S 200 W, Crawfordsville. 
Or just five miles south of Crawfordsville on State Highway 47. For more 
information call 866-1273 or visit www.faithbaptistcville.com.

NEW MARKET CHRISTIAN CHURCH
The Sanctuary as well as the Drive-in Parking Lot are open for Worship 
held at 10 a.m.  Tony Thomas will speak on “Gethsemane”  His text is 
from Matthew 26:36-46.
SUNDAY SCHOOL begins at 9 a.m.  COFFEE & DONUT FELLOWSHIP is at 
8:30 a.m. the first Sunday of each month.  The next fellowship is March 
5.
The worship service and Sunday school are open to everyone.

NEW MARKET FIRST BAPTIST 
The New Market First Baptist Church will meet on Sunday with Holy 
Grounds at 8:30 a.m. and Sunday School classes for all ages at 9 a.m. 
Worship service will start at 10 a.m.  Wednesday night Bible Study will 
begin at 6 p.m. with dinner and then B ible Stiudy at 7 p.m.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend. any or all of our services.  We are located at 200 S. 
First St. in New Market.

YOUNG’S CHAPEL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
If contemporary worship is not your preference, then you Might 
want to visit us. A small country Bible based church made up of 
very friendly, compassionate, loving people. A church where every-
one knows everyone’s name. You will be warmly welcomed here. 
Why not try us out? 4527 North 200 East, Crawfordsville Bible 
Study 9:30 a.m. Worship 10:30 am.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sundays: Worship (Casual Traditional/Family Friendly/Childcare) - 
10:15 am, Adult Faith Learning/Sunday School - 9:15 am, Good News 
Cafe - 9:15 am, Wednesdays: WOW! - Mid-week Youth Program (Grades 
1-12) - 4:30 - 7 pm, Faith Learning and Dinner, Rev. Darla Goodrich, We 
are located at: 211 S. Walnut St. Crawfordsville IN 47933  Telephone: 
765-362-4812

WOODLAND HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
468 N Woodland Heights Drive
Crawfordsville IN 47933-9689
Telephone Number: 765-362-5284
Fax Number: 765-362-6641
Lead Minister: Tim Lueking
Worship Minister: Wayne Wilkinson
Youth Minister: Bryson Feese
Worship Service Times for Sunday:
Traditional service at 8:15a.m. & Contemporary service at 10:30a.m. All 
Sunday School classes at 9:30a.m., Children’s classes for birth to 5th 
grade at 10:30a.m. All services will be streamed live on our live.whcc.us 
platform, Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter.
The Hero Code: The Ordinary Life that Makes an Extraordinary Difference
“The Lesson of Lasting Commitment” – Joshua

NEW MARKET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Reverend William “Bill” Pike  Office: 765- 866-0703 email: bill.pike@in-
umc.org. Please come join our small town church for a friendly church 
service using hymnals and the rituals of church that you grew up with.
101 East Main Street, P.O. Box 326, New Market, IN 47965. 
Office Phone: 765-866-0703 www.newmarketumc.org
Facebook.com New Market United Methodist Church Indiana
Open Hearts--Open Minds--Open Doors    Sunday School 9:30 and 
Worship Service 10:45
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212 E. Wabash Avenue
Crawfordsville
(765) 362-4817

www.cvfumc.org

Virtual services at 9:00 am
Can be watched on channel 3

All are welcome to join and 
all are loved by God

Follow in The Sun 2000 Traction Rd • Crawfordsville
765-362-1785

www.eastsidebc.com

Services: 
Sunday School at 9 am 

Church at 10 am

Help and hope through 
truth and love

Congregational Christian Church

“Be a blessing and be blessed”

101 Academy Street • Darlington
765-794-4716

Sunday School for all ages 9:30am 
Worship 10:30am

You can find us on Youtube 
and Facebook

117 E State Road 234 • Ladoga
765-866-8180

Crossroads 
Community 

Church of the 
Nazarene

SUNDAY
9:00 AM: Small Group

10:15 AM: Worship
5:00 PM: Bible Study

WEDNESDAY
6:00 PM: Mid-week Service

Faith Baptist 
Church

5113 S 200 W • Crawfordsville
(765) 866-1273 • faithbaptistcville.com

Sunday School 9:30AM
Sunday Morning 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM

Prayer Mtg Wednesday 7:00 PM

Where church is still church
Worship Hymns
Bible Preaching

 

 

The BRICK CHURCH on State Street 

Sunday Worship 9:00 AM 

In person or on Facebook at 

Facebook.com/NewRossUnitedMethodistChurch 

Pastor Tami Mussche 

John 3:16 

“Making the World a Better Place” 

NEW ROSS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

 

 

The BRICK CHURCH on State Street 

Sunday Worship 9:00 AM 

Children’s Sunday School during Sunday Worship 

In person or on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/NewRossUnitedMethodistChurch 

Pastor   Dr. David Boyd 

John 3:16 

“Making the World a Better Place” 

NEW ROSS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

New Ross UNited Methodist ChURCh

Classifieds
765-361-0100 ext. 15 l class@thepaper24-7.com

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271
765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

Woodland Heights 
Christian Church

Invites you to join us as we welcome our new lead minister:
Dr. Tim Lueking

Beginning Sunday, February 28th, 2021

Weekly Sunday Schedule:
Traditional Service - 8:15 AM

Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 AM
Contemporary Service - 10:30 AM

Woodland Heights Youth (W.H.Y.) for middle schoolers 
and high schoolers - 5-7 PM

Visit us online at WHCC.US

Woodland Heights Christian Church
468 N Woodland Heights Drive, Crawfordsville

(765) 362-5284

“Know Jesus and Make Him Known”

1908 Fremont St • Crawfordsville 
Sunday school 9:30 am

Church 10:30 am
Sunday Evening 6 pm 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7 pm

Fremont Street Baptist Church 110 S Blair Street
Crawfordsville, IN 47933

www.hopechapelupci.com

Service Times:
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Starting August 1: 
10 a.m. Sunday School

11 a.m. Worship

Wednesday 6:30 Bible Study



A6	 Saturday, March 4, 2023	 The Paper of Montgomery County

Þ RUSTY  From Page A1 Þ COX  From Page A1

will be 100% of the 
amount the deceased 
was receiving. If the 
widow(er) has not yet 
reached their FRA when 
they claim their survivor 
benefit, the amount will 
be reduced (by 4.75% 
for each full year earlier 
than FRA). 

• A survivor benefit 
reaches maximum at 
the survivor’s FRA. If 
the surviving spouse 
hasn’t yet reached FRA, 
they have the option 
to delay claiming their 
survivor benefit until 

it reaches maximum at 
their FRA. There is one 
exception to this: if the 
surviving spouse was 
already receiving only 
a spousal benefit from 
the deceased (and not 
their own SS retirement 
benefit), the survivor 
benefit will be automati-
cally awarded regardless 
of the survivor’s age. 

• If the surviving 
spouse hasn’t yet 
claimed their own SS 
retirement benefit, they 
have the option to claim 
only their survivor 

benefit first and permit 
their personal SS retire-
ment benefit to grow (up 
to age 70). That would 
be prudent if the survi-
vor’s own SS retirement 
benefit at age 70 will be 
higher than their maxi-
mum survivor benefit at 
their full retirement age.

• If you haven’t yet 
reached your full retire-
ment age and are still 
working, Social Secu-
rity has an earnings test 
which limits how much 
you can earn before 
some benefits are taken 

away. The limit for 2023 
is $21,240 and if that 
is exceeded, they will 
take away benefits equal 
to $1 for every $2 you 
are over the limit. The 
earnings test goes away 
when you reach your 
FRA.

So, as you can see, 
there are several things 
to consider as you decide 
when to claim your So-
cial Security benefits as 
a widow or widower. I 
hope the above informa-
tion helps you make an 
informed choice. 

Þ HAPPY  From Page A1

help you live a longer and 
more fulfilling life in your 
senior years. “Ask your 
doctor for exercise ad-
vice. You’ll probably be 
surprised how easy it can 
be. Simple, brisk walks, 
for example, might be all 
you need to help you live 
a longer, healthier life.”

Physical Therapist 
Rachel Tavel and Sabrena 
Jo, Ph.D., senior director 
of science and research 
at the American Council 

on Exercise, penned a 
featured article, A Guide 
To The Best Exercises 
For Seniors, for Forbes 
Magazine recently. As 
they put it, “When it 
comes to determining 
the best exercises for 
seniors, variety is key. 
Adults of all ages—but 
especially people older 
than 65—should focus on 
a combination of strength 
and mobility exercises, as 
well as balance exer-

cises and aerobic activ-
ity. However, the best 
exercises for seniors are 
the ones they want to do 
and will do consistently.” 
They suggest things like 
taking a stroll, going for 
a bike ride, even dancing 
and taking a nature walk 
for two and a half to five 
hours a week. 

And, by the way, 
getting out and about as 
you focus on exercises 
that make you physically 

healthier in your golden 
years has an import-
ant additional benefit. 
The National Institutes 
of Health tells us that 
“exercise improves 
mental health by reducing 
anxiety, depression, and 
negative mood and by im-
proving self-esteem and 
cognitive function.  Exer-
cise has also been found 
to alleviate symptoms 
such as low self-esteem 
and social withdrawal.”

Þ BBB  From Page A1

As with any new 
program, there can be 
initial confusion on what 
it all means, and scam-
mers are waiting in the 
wings to grab at any new 
opportunity. Be sure you 
have the facts and protect 
yourself against future 
scam artists. BBB is a 
trusted resource to help 
guide consumers and 
businesses to accurate 
information.  

Here's what you need 
to know: 

• Regular Facebook 
and Instagram users do 
not have to pay. The 
subscription service is an 
option to help creators 
and businesses build their 
communities. 

• The optional Meta 
subscription service will 
cost $11.99 per month 
on the web and $14.99 
for the iOS and Android 
app. Twitter's blue check 
is $8 a month for web 
and $11 for iOS and 
Android. Twitter also 

announced an upcharge 
for its new secure text 
messaging program. 

• Meta Verified is only 
available in New Zealand 
and Australia starting 
on 2/21/23 but may 
expand globally soon 
and to business accounts 
eventually. Twitter Blue 
is available in many 
countries, including the 
U.S. and Canada.  

• Users must meet the 
minimum requirements, 
be at least 18 years old, 
and submit a government 
ID that matches the name 
and photo on Facebook 
and Instagram to be el-
igible for a verification 
badge. 

Be on the lookout for 
potential scams: 

• Watch out for phish-
ing emails, texts, and 
direct messages offer-
ing upgrades to your 
Facebook or Instagram 
accounts. Don't send a 
photo of your govern-
ment ID to a scammer!  

• Go to BBB's Spot a 
Scam page to see what 
fake emails, texts and 
web pages may look 
like. 

• Older adults may 
be more vulnerable to 
scams. Reassure your 
friends and loved ones 
that they don't have to 
pay anything right now. 

• Beware of impos-
tors pretending to be 
from Meta, Facebook, 
or Instagram. In Decem-
ber, Twitter experienced 
a wave of fake verified 
accounts after introduc-
ing Twitter Blue. 

• Always check 
links before clicking; go 
directly to the source. 

• Fact-check all in-
formation. Go directly 
to Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter help pages if 
you are unsure. 

For more information 
Read BBB's tip 

on phishing scams. 
Visit BBB's Scam 
Tracker to report scams 

or fraud. Learn how to 
protect your verified 
social media account. 

Check out BBB's tip 
on how to spot a fake 
social media account. 
Report scams to BBB.
org. 

ABOUT BBB SERV-
ING CENTRAL IN-
DIANA: The Better 
Business Bureau has 
empowered people to 
find businesses, brands 
and charities they can 
trust for over 110 years. 
In 2021, people turned 
to BBB more than 200 
million times for BBB 
Business Profiles on 
6.3 million businesses 
and Charity Reports on 
25,000 charities, free at 
BBB.org. Local, inde-
pendent BBBs can be 
found across the United 
States, Canada, and 
Mexico, including BBB 
Serving Central Indi-
ana, which was founded 
in 1916 and serves 46 
counties.

for city residents. My 
hope is to work with 
Mayor Barton, and the 
entire Crawfordsville 
team, towards improv-
ing city streets and our 
stormwater drainage 
system.”

Cox is a Crawfords-
ville High School gradu-
ate, U.S. Marine Corps. 
veteran, and graduate of 
the Indiana Law Enforce-
ment Academy. While 
serving in the Marine 
Corps., Cox complet-
ed schooling in heavy 
equipment operation and 
continued his education 
through his time with the 
street department. He 
has also completed the 

local technical assistance 
program through Purdue 
University.

The City of Craw-
fordsville Street De-
partment Commissioner 
oversees the daily 
operations of city streets, 
sanitation, storm water 
and the Rodney Jenkins 
Memorial Yard Waste 
Site. The department 
patches potholes, ensures 
street repairs, repairs 
and replaces inlets and 
storm water pipes, over-
sees city trash pickup, 
and removes snow, ice 
and other weather-re-
lated obstacles from 
the city streets for safe 
travel.

Þ SEED  From Page A1

off a year of events on 
March 9 with their Seed 
Starting event. It will take 
place at 6:30 pm in the 
District Library and fea-
ture guest speaker Aman-
da Ingram, an educator at 
Wabash College with her 
Ph.D. in Plant Biology 
from Cornell University.

When asked about her 
thoughts on the Seed Gar-
den, Chamber Executive 
Director Stacy

Sommer said, “I’m 

proud of our communi-
ty and the services they 
offer. I think this is a 
great opportunity to both 
beautify our community 
and provide resources 
for anyone to get into a 
hobby as productive as 
this.”

For any questions 
regarding the Chamber, 
please contact Stacy 
Sommer at ssommer@
crawfordsvillechamber.
com.

Health Care Bills Aim To Reform Insurance, Medicaid Reimbursement Rates
By Whitney Downard

A slew of health care 
bills moving through the 
legislature target high 
prices for Hoosiers by 
encouraging competition 
and restructuring how the 
state pays for services 
under Medicaid.

But critics say the bills 
don’t go far enough and 
more is needed to reform 
the system – especially 
for government insurance 
reimbursement rates.

Bills in the House
In the House Cham-

ber, lawmakers sent two 
health care bills – both 
caucus priorities for Re-
publicans – for consider-
ation in the Senate.

The first bill attempts 
to navigate the complex-
ity of health insurance 
while the second penal-
izes hospitals for high 
prices.

Under House Bill 
1003, authored by Rep. 
Craig Snow, businesses 
with less than 50 employ-
ees would receive a $400 
tax credit per employee 
if owners adopt a health 
reimbursement arrange-
ment (HRA).

The second of two 
health care bills advanced 
by the House, House Bill 
1004, also includes a tax 
credit for (HRAs) as well 
as a credit to physi-
cian-owned health care 
facilities.

Snow, R-Warsaw, said 
that half a million small 
businesses in the state 
had 20 or fewer employ-
ees and thousands of 
employees couldn’t offer 
their employees insur-
ance.

“The shift to HRAs is 

a decrease in costs for 
both parties,” Snow said 
about employers and 
employees.

HRAs are funded by 
employers, under which 
employees are reim-
bursed tax-free for quali-
fied medical expenses up 
to a certain amount each 
year. The increasingly 
popular accounts are 
used in tandem with tra-
ditional health insurance, 
often in a high deduct-
ible plan, and operate 
similar to health savings 
accounts.

On the other hand, 
Rep. Donna Schaibley’s 
House Bill 1004 aims to 
create more competition 
among both insurance 
companies and health 
care providers while also 
penalizing some hospitals 
whose rates exceed the 
national average.

Rep. Matt Pierce, 
D-Bloomington, voiced 
his support for the bill, 
saying that Indiana 
University Health, based 
in his district, had done 
much to discourage 
competition in his area 
while charging more for 
services.

“But what concerns 
me more – our quality of 
care is actually declining 
at the same time we’re 
paying more,” Pierce 
said. “I think this bill is a 
start but we need a com-
prehensive approach.”

But Pierce’s colleagues 
were split in their support 
for the two health care 
bills, saying the propos-
als didn’t go far enough.

“I didn’t see any-
thing… that would meet 
the test for real prog-
ress,” Rep. Ed DeLaney, 

D-Indianapolis, said. 
DeLaney, who voted 
against both bills, said 
national – not state – 
officials needed to take 
action.

“I think we tend to 
mislead people to think 
we’re doing something 
substantive when we 
can’t.”

DeLaney and nine 
other Democrats voted 
against both proposals. 
House Minority Leader 
Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort 
Wayne, also voted 
against Schaibley’s bill.

Senate bill draws 
attention to Medicaid 
reimbursement rates

Several other health 
care bills aimed at reduc-
ing costs have garnered 
much discussion in the 
Senate, specifically a 
wide-ranging bill from 
Sen. Liz Brown, R-Fort 
Wayne.

Brown’s bill creates a 
pilot program aimed at 
reducing barriers related 
to prior authorizations, 
provisional credentialing 
for health care providers 
and a license for associ-
ate physicians.

Other health care bills 
in the Senate

The Senate targeted 
several sectors of the 
health care industry in 
its priority bills, includ-
ing ‘site of service,’ 
non-compete agreements 
for physicians and reduc-
ing drug costs.

All three have passed 
over objections from 
industry lobbyists – in-
cluding those represent-
ing hospitals, pharmacy 
benefit managers and 
insurance agencies.

But Sen. Ed Charbon-

neau, the primary author 
of two measures and the 
co-author of another, 
said the bills still had 
much work ahead of 
them in the House. The 
final form the bills are 
still unclear at this time.

Sen. Jeff Raatz, 
R-Richmond, praised the 
bill but emphasized the 
need to specifically tackle 
the state’s Medicaid 
reimbursement rates. He 
highlighted a specialized 
physical therapist work-
ing with children in his 
hometown whose efforts 
made a difference in his 
patient’s lives but could 
barely operate under the 
current payment struc-
ture.

“This organization 
can’t live financially un-
der the matrix of which 
we live under today,” 
Raatz said. “We have 
to do a better job in our 
reimbursement rates in 
Medicaid.”

Action on Medicaid 
reimbursement rates, 
which are set by the 
state, is already under-
way in the state budget 
– partially due to federal 
pressure on managed 
care programs.

The federal Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) tried to 
incentivize states to adopt 
an expanded version of 
Medicaid that would 
provide health care cov-
erage for those making 
too much for traditional 
government insurance 
programs.

But Indiana had a 
pre-existing program 
for this population: the 
Healthy Indiana Plan 
(HIP). The state opted to 
combine the new federal 

match with the program 
to create HIP 2.0, which 
now covers an estimated 
740,000 Hoosiers, nearly 
a third of the 2 million 
Hoosiers on Medicaid.

Across the government 
insurance programs, 
Medicare has the high-
est payments and other 
options are measured 
as a percentage of their 
payments compared to 
Medicare.

In Indiana, HIP 
reimburses at 100% of 
the Medicare rate, while 
traditional Medicaid is 
lower, around 75% of 
the Medicare rate. This 
benefits the state because 
Indiana pays a larger 
percentage of traditional 
Medicaid, 65%, than 
under HIP, where it pays 
10% of the costs.

In November of 
2020, one month after 
the federal government 
approved HIP for a 
10-year renewal, the 
Centers for Medicaid and 
Medicare Services ruled 
that different rates among 
Medicaid programs was 
unfair. A year later, it 
declared Indiana to be 
out of compliance and 
clawed back $500 million 
in payments.

Indiana appealed, 
promising to restructure 
its reimbursement rates 
by January 2024. The 
federal government ac-
cepted, partly due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“(A) disruptive loss of 
associated federal funds 
for all Medicaid managed 
care programs given 
a failure to comply… 
would substantially and 
detrimentally impair the 
state’s ability to provide 

critically needed care to 
Medicaid beneficiaries 
during the (Public Health 
Emergency),” CMS 
wrote to State Medicaid 
Director Allison Taylor 
last July.

The proposed com-
promise would lower 
HIP’s reimbursement 
and increase traditional 
Medicaid to 80-83% of 
payments under Medi-
care. The House budget, 
in its current form, goes 
beyond that for special-
ized services, such as 
dentists and home health 
services, investing addi-
tional dollars to increase 
that reimbursement rate 
to 90%.

Additionally, the 
budget stipulates that 
the state must study its 
Medicaid reimbursement 
rates. At the same time, 
the state is moving one 
of its last fee-for-ser-
vice populations into a 
managed care program 
– elderly and disabled 
Hoosiers receiving 
long-term supports and 
services at home or in 
nursing homes.

The fiscal analysis 
attached to the budget 
doesn’t note any specific 
costs related to equaliz-
ing reimbursement rates.

Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Follow Indiana 
Capital Chronicle on face-
book.com/IndianaCapital-
Chronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

Sagamore News Media owns newspapers in 
Noblesville and Crawfordsville 

and feature award-winning work every day. 
Come be part of our team!

Apply today by e-mailing resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com.

We can’t wait to talk with you!

Sagamore News Media 
is looking for talented sales people!

Whether you sell by phone or in person, we want to talk with you!
 Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour and only go up from there. 

 If you have good sales skills, 
this might be the job you have been looking for.

There is no cap on earnings and multiple people in the 
past have earned $50,000, $60,000 and 

beyond – all the way into six figures.
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