
We’re just about a month away 
from the NFL draft. I can hear 
Duke singing, Lord Help Our Colts!

Join The Team!
Sagamore News Media is looking for talented sales people. 

Whether you sell by phone or in person, we want to talk with 
you. Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour and only go up from 
there. If you have good sales skills, this might be the job you have 
been looking for. Sagamore News Media owns newspapers in 
Noblesville and Crawfordsville and feature award-winning work 
every day. Come be part of our team! Apply today by e-mailing 
resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com.

Montgomery County’s oldest locally owned independent newspaper

CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM

50¢

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Nancy Hartley
for subscribing!
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“March winds and April showers 
bring forth May flowers.”
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1 John 4:20 If a man say, 
“I love God,” and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar. For he 
that loveth not his brother 

whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath 

not seen?

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Are you having trouble remem-
bering things? Perhaps you’re not 

getting enough sleep.
Today’s health tip was brought 

to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 
to catch his column each week 

in The Paper and online at www.
thepaper24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1Purdue Extension Invites you 
to participate in Diversify-
ing your Garden and Diet. 

Instead of only growing the usual 
staple crops, such as tomatoes, 
cucumbers, and corn, think 
outside the proverbial gardening 
box. A diversified garden is load-
ed with as many varieties as the 
gardener can manage in order 
to provide a diversified offering 
of produce. A diversified garden 
extends to container gardening 
and fall gardens as well.They will 
answer the questions, how do I 
get started? Which vegetables 
and fruit should I choose? How 
big does my garden need to be? 
If I plant a new food who will 
eat it? Don’t worry we will be 
demonstrating (and tasting) how 
to prepare the new and diverse 
produce from your garden. Join 
them on the 4th floor of Fusion 
54, April 5, 12, and 19 from 5:30 
to 7 p.m.. Please call 765-364-
6363 to register. Food and seeds 
are provided!

2As western Christians 
observe Good Friday on 
April 7 this year pro-life 

activist all over the country will 
be participating in a “stations of 
the Cross” event at local abor-
tion facilities and government 
offices. All pro life supporters in 
Montgomery county are invited 
to attend one of these events 
at the local event at the county 
courthouse on Friday, April 7 at 5 
p.m. The event is being organized 
by Holy Transfiguration Orthodox 
Church. For more information 
call 765-307-0515 or email 
FrAlexmiller@gmail.com.

3Sagamore News Media is 
looking for talented sales 
people. Whether you sell 

by phone or in person, we want 
to talk with you. Hourly rates 
begin at $15 per hour and only 
go up from there.  If you have 
good sales skills, this might be 
the job you have been looking 
for. There is no cap on earnings 
and multiple people in the past 
have earned $50,000, $60,000 
and beyond – all the way into six 
figures. Sagamore News Media 
owns newspapers in Noblesville 
and Crawfordsville and feature 
award-winning work every day. 
Come be part of our team! Apply 
today by e-mailing resume to 
jobs@thepaper24-7.com. We 
can’t wait to talk with you!

 OBITUARIES
Marjorie Kay Bowman

 TODAY’S JOKE
Anyone know Forrest Gump’s 
password?
1Forrest1!

Donald Carson gives a smile for 
one of our roving photographers. 
Thanks for your smile!

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:32 a.m. 
SET: 8:05 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 48 °F
Low: 32 °F

Today is...
• National Hot Tub Day 
• Respect Your Cat Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1910 The first seaplane in 
history takes off

• 1963 Alfred Hitchcock's 
movie The Birds is released

Births On This Day
• 1483 Raphael

Italian painter, architect
• 1955 Reba McEntire

American singer-songwrit-
er, producer, actress

Deaths On This Day
• 1941 Virginia Woolf
English author, critic

• 1584 Ivan the Terrible
Russian Tsar

Photo courtesy of Heartache Tonight 
This year's Saturday night Crawfordsville Strawberry Festival headliner will be hard to beat.  
Together since 2007, Heartache Tonight is without question the finest Eagles tribute band 
in the country.  With five number one singles and six number one albums, the Eagles are 
one of the most successful American rock bands of all time.  With meticulous attention to 
every detail, Heartache Tonight manages to reproduce "live" all the fabulous hits that the 
Eagles have made part of our everyday life.  "Close your eyes and you'll swear you're hearing 
the real thing", commented Entertainment Chairman Sean Gerold.  Bring your lawn chair or 
blanket and get there early for a good seat for their FREE 8 p.m., June 10 Strawberry Festi-
val performance.

Saturday Night Festival 
Entertainment Announced

Readin', Writin', Arithmetic...
Butch Has Some Ideas

Barton Welcomes Scouts
Do you recall the subjects 

you took in high school? Ev-
eryone had to pass the required 
courses of biology, English, 
basic math, social studies, etc., 
but some of us were placed 
in the "college prep" curricu-
lum...and took subjects such as 
physics, chemistry, trigonome-
try, and calculus, just to name 
a few. These came in handy 
when I attended Purdue, but I 
never really used the knowledge 
later in life. I also took Latin, 
which was the only language 

course offered. It actually was 
beneficial to understanding the 
meaning of words of many lan-
guages, but unfortunately I nev-
er met any Romans to discuss 
the triumphs and tribulations of 
Julius Caesar.

One class that was practical 
was typing, although I never 
learned to "touch-type." Yes, 
sorry, Mr. Inskeep, I admit 
it...I cheated and looked at the 
keys, but could still type around 
45-50 words a minute. A few 
boys took shop class (i.e. In-
dustrial Arts), and I would have 
taken this if my schedule had 
allowed it.

The basic subjects that are 
taught today haven't changed 
much in the last fifty years. 
But the WAY things are taught 
has changed in SOME schools. 
Many parents are more wor-
ried about what they may have 
to "unteach" their kids when 
they come home...a multi-
cultural curriculum which is 
"inclusivity-insistent," diversi-
ty-sensitive, and dripping with 

BUTCH DALE
Columnist

On Thursday, March 16, 
2023, Mayor Todd Barton 
welcomed scouts, scout-
ers, community leaders and 
others to the 2nd Annual 
Crawfordsville Mayor’s 
Breakfast for Scouting, at 
Fusion 54.

Guests heard details about 
various events and exciting 

activities held and planned for 
scouting units in and around 
the Crawfordsville area.

The $3,010.00 raised at the 
event will be used for annual 
registration assistance and 
summer camp scholarships 
for area scouts. Thank you 
to all who attended and gave 
generously.

Photo courtesy of  Crossroads of America Council

See BUTCH Page A5
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 OBITUARIES
Marjorie Kay Bowman 

Dec. 12, 1942 - March 25, 2023
Marjorie Kay Bowman passed 

away on Saturday, March 25, 2023 
at Franciscan Health in Craw-
fordsville. She was born on Dec. 
12, 1942 in Crawfordsville, IN to 
Stanley and Susie (Johnson) Aus-
tin. Marge and Michael Bowman 
were married on April 21, 1961 in 
Mellott.

She was a graduate of Richland 
Township High School, Class of 1960. Marge was 
a secretary at Purdue University for about 2 years, a 
proofreader for RR Donnelly for 2 years, and a teller 
and banker for Elston Bank for 18 years, retiring in 
1995. After retirement, Marge and Michael owned 
and operated The Outpost outside of Crawfordsville 
for about 10 years. She loved reading, traveling to 
the beach and going on rides in her Miata convert-
ible. Marge’s greatest joy was spending time with her 
grandchildren.

Marge is survived by her husband of 61 years, 
Michael; 2 children, Brian Bowman (Denise) and 
Lori Hedrick; 4 grandchildren, Nick Hedrick, Nathan 
Hedrick (Charley), Kelsey Whorton (Dana), Cody 
Bowman; 2 brothers, Marvin “Bub” Austin (Mari-
anne), Jerry Austin (Julie); and a sister-in-law, Vickie 
Austin.

She was predeceased by her parents, grandson, 
Kyle Bowman and brother, Gary Austin.

Visitation will be held on Thursday, March 30, 
2023 at Sanders Priebe Funeral Care, 315 S Wash-
ington Street in Crawfordsville from 12 noon until the 
time of the service at 2 p.m. Burial will follow at Oak 
Hill South Cemetery.

Memorial donations to the National Kidney Foun-
dation, 911 E 86th Street, #100, Indianapolis, IN 
46240. Share memories and condolences at www.
SandersFuneralCare.com.

Wabash College’s Jake Oostman ’25 
Earns “Realizing the Dream” Scholarship

Jake Oostman ’25 
was recognized by the 
Independent Colleges of 
Indiana with a “Realizing 
the Dream” scholarship, 
one of 29 first-generation 
college students statewide 
to be honored.

ICI spotlights students 
from Indiana’s private, 
non-profit colleges and 
universities who are the 
first in their families to 
attend college and are 
successfully advancing 
toward degree comple-
tion.

“This means a lot to 
me,” said Oostman, a 
native of Crown Point, 
Indiana. “It shows the 
work I am putting in is 
not going unnoticed. That 
encourages me to keep 
going on this path and to 
continue working to bet-
ter myself. The scholar-
ship was a big help with 
financial aid. It removed 
a little weight off of my 

chest and allowed me to 
focus more on academ-
ics and extra-curricular 
activities.”

A financial economics 
major with minors in 
religion and psycholo-
gy, Oostman received a 
$4,000 scholarship from 
ICI, which was made 
possible by a grant from 
the Lilly Endowment, 
Inc.

As part of the award, 
each honoree selected an 
inspirational teacher or 
mentor who also received 
a $1,000 profession-
al development grant. 
Oostman chose Vincent 
Lewis, a social studies 
teacher at Crown Point 
High School.

Oostman is a member 
of Delta Tau Delta fra-
ternity and a member of 
the Little Giant track and 
field team, where he has 
earned all-North Coast 
Conference honors in the 
multi-events. Additional-
ly, he is active within the 
Center for Innovation, 
Business, and Entrepre-
neurship (CIBE), and is 
a member of the Sphinx 
Club, La Alianza, Wa-
bash Christian Men, and 
Wabash Fishing Club.

“When you think about 
the work ethic that it 
takes to be an accom-
plished decathlete in track 
and field, you begin to 
understand why Jake was 
selected as this year’s 

‘Realizing the Dream’ 
scholarship winner,” said 
Greg Redding, Dean of 
Students and Associate 
Professor of German. 
“Jake is a true schol-
ar-athlete: a high achiev-
er in the classroom and 
an all-conference per-
former on the track. Yet, 
he still finds time to be 
active with a host of oth-
er student organizations. 
He is clearly taking full 
advantage of his opportu-
nities as a first-generation 
college student.”

ICI has honored In-
diana’s first-generation 
college students with the 
“Realizing the Dream” 
scholarship for more than 
30 years.

Photo courtesy of Wabash College 
Oostman received a $4,000 scholarship from ICI, which was made possible by a 
grant from the Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Jack Oostman

State Steps On Bugs For VW Work

ACLU Rips Lawmakers 
Over Transgender Bill

Indiana Attorney 
General Todd Rokita 
announced a lawsuit this 
week against defendants 
accused of failing to per-
form work after taking 
payments from custom-
ers seeking restoration 
of vintage Volkswagen 
vehicles.

Operating under the 

name JB Bugs, the com-
pany not only failed to do 
the work it promised but 
also gave false updates 
to consumers about work 
that was supposedly in 
progress, the lawsuit 
states

“As a Volkswagen 
Thing and Bug enthusi-
ast myself, I understand 
the love poured into 
these vehicles by their 
owners,” Rokita said. 
“Unfortunately, scam-
mers play on these kinds 
of passions to defraud 
people of money, but we 
will keep working to pro-
tect Hoosiers and hold 
businesses accountable.”

Defendants named 
in the lawsuit are JB 
Bugs Trick & Truck 
Shop LLC and Palm 

Principals LLC — both 
operating under the name 
JB Bugs — and owners 
John Bragg and Melanie 
Goode.

After customers paid 
JB Bugs significant sums 
of money for the resto-
rations — and received 
assurances the work 
was in progress — they 
eventually learned the 
company’s building was 
vacated and their vintage 
vehicles missing.

In total, the com-
plaint alleges that 19 
consumers paid JB 
Bugs $227,000 without 
JB Bugs restoring the 
consumers’ vehicles or 
providing any refunds. 
The complaint alleges 
the defendants violated 
the Indiana Deceptive 

Consumer Sales Act’s 
prohibition on decep-
tive and unfair business 
practices.

Rokita is seeking res-
titution for the affected 
consumers and civil 
penalties against the de-
fendants.

Defendant John Bragg 
is also facing criminal 
charges in Indiana for 
his actions at JB Bugs. 
He was recently located 
and arrested in North 
Carolina.

Anyone who believes 
they have encountered 
wrongful business 
practices in Indiana 
is encouraged to file 
complaints with Attorney 
General Rokita’s office 
at www.in.gov/attorney-
general.

Attorney General Todd Rokita

The Indiana Chapter of 
the American Civil Lib-
erties Union took issue 
with Indiana lawmakers 
this week.

The organization said 
that Senate Bill 480 
ignores the warnings of 
parents, medical provid-
ers and transgender youth 
themselves and that the 
bill would ban gender-af-
firming health care for 
anyone under 18. The 
bill, passed by the Leg-
islature, is now headed 
to the desk of Gov. Eric 
Holcomb. 

“Indiana lawmakers 
seem hellbent on joining 
the growing roster of 
states determined to jeop-
ardize the health and lives 
of transgender youth, in 
direct opposition to the 
overwhelming body of 
scientific and medical 
evidence supporting this 
care as appropriate and 
necessary,” said Katie 
Blair, advocacy and 
public policy director of 
the ACLU of Indiana. 
“The idea that these 
youth are being pushed 
into harmful medical 
care is an insult to their 

parents who are working 
very hard to get the best 
care for their children. 
Politicians harm us all 
when they ignore medi-
cal judgment and block 
access to standard care in 
favor of discriminatory 
fear-mongering. Trans-
gender youth in Indiana 
deserve the support and 
care necessary to give 
them the same chance to 
thrive as their peers. We 
urge Governor Holcomb 
to veto this harmful piece 
of legislation. If this 
bill is signed into law, 
the ACLU of Indiana 
will defend the rights 
of transgender youth in 
court.”   

The ACLU said that 
similar measures have 
been roundly condemned 
by leading pediatric and 
public health experts, 
including the American 
Medical Association, the 
American Psychological 
Association, and the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics. Similar laws 
passed in Arkansas and 
Alabama are current-
ly enjoined by federal 
courts.

(765) 362-7707 • www.arab-crawfordsville.com

Vote for us!

Automotive Technical Services
Best Best Alignment in TAlignment in TTown!own!TTTTT

1407 W 500 S • Crawfordsville • 765-866-7103f

SHOEMAKER FUNERAL HOME
Built in 1955 by Darwin and Mary Servies the funeral home was both their business and a 

home. At that time the address was 202 Alamo Road, Waynetown. In 1958 John Thomas came 
to work for Darwin & Mary as a Funeral Director.  By 1968 Darwin and Mary Servies built a 
new home on Garfield street in Waynetown and retired, selling the business to John and Mau-
rene Thomas. In the mid to late 1980’s John and Maurene began to think about retiring. Having 
grown up visiting her Aunt Maurene and Uncle John at the funeral home, Nancy Shoemaker 
agreed to go back to school to study mortuary science. Graduating from Mid America College 
of Mortuary Science in August 1988, Nancy began working at the funeral home that month. She 
and her husband Joe and daughter Amanda moved from Romney to Waynetown in June 1989. 
On October 1, 1991 John and Maurene Thomas retired and sold the funeral home to Nancy and 
Joe Shoemaker.

In 2006 Waynetown renamed State Road 25 from the Pioneer Cemetery to the edge of town
as Bratton Road. Thus, making the funeral home’s new physical address 202 Bratton Road. 
Nancy has just celebrated 21 years of working at the funeral home as a Funeral Director and 
Embalmer. She is also a Pre-need counselor and licensed for Pre-need Insurance sales. One 
of the things that makes this funeral home unique is that it currently has an all female staff as ff
Nancy is assisted in the daily operations of 
the business by Pam Howey. 

Through all the years and changes that 
have happened at the funeral home one thing 
has always stayed the same. Each family 
who has owned it has taken pride in their 
commitment of service and compassion. 
They have always been and continue to be 
active in the local community organizations 
and they love being a part of a small town.

10 October 2014 Open for Business

TeTeri & Joe Wri & Joe Woodrowoodrow

Est. 1958

Automotive Technical
Services

200 N 3rd St .
New Market, IN 
(765) 866-7103

Vote us the 
best in town!

 100 Aspen Dr • Crawfordsville

Vote for us in 2023!

Call for 
appointment: 
765-359-0919

Autumn Woods
Apartments

Burkhart Funeral Home

201 West Wabash Ave. • Crawfordsville
(765) 362-5510

Vote us #1 
Montgomery County!

808 Lafayette Road • Crawfordsville
765-362-1900

Vote us #1 
Montgomery County!

Vote for us in the
2023 Readers’ Choice Awards!

 201 E Wabash Avenue • Crawfordsville
765-359-0411

Vote for us 
Montgomery County!

1710 US S • Crawfordsville
765-361-9306

Make us your #1 favorite 
hardware store in 

Montgomery County!

Choice
2023

eader
Readers’ 

Choice  
Winner!

Vote Now • Vote Often
Vote for your favorite business!

Vote Online at
thepaper24-7.com

Awards
R s’ Readers’ 

Choice  
Winner!

Readers’ 
Choice  

Winner!

ThePaper24-7.com
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FEATURED 
BUSINESS

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/23

AUTOMOTIVE

RETAIL

Contact our advertising 
department at 

765-361-0100 ext. 1
to be included in our next 

Service Directory.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

BANKING

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/23

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

ELECTRICAL HOME SERVICES

HOME SERVICES

CONTRACTORS
PAVING & SEALING
812-498-8001
Asphalt Repair • Patching

Sealcoating • Painted Lines
Top quality work at affordable rates

Servicing churches, schools, commercial 
and residential customers

MEADOW SALES

765-569-0777
1916 N. Nyesville Rd.

Rockville, IN 

BOOTS & CARHARTT

VETERANS

Butch Buys 
Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL
I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

ThePaper24-7.com | ThePaper24-7.com | ThePaper24-7.com

Thanks for reading The Paper!

Indiana Budget Should Increase Funding For Public Schools — Not Vouchers
By Casey Smith

Democratic state 
lawmakers continue to 
decry education funding 
“inequities” in the state’s 
draft budget and are now 
mounting pressure on 
their Republican coun-
terparts to “fully fund” 
Indiana’s traditional K-12 
public schools in the next 
spending plan.

House Republicans tout 
that nearly half of their 
budget proposal, 48%, 
goes to K-12 education, 
which will get a “historic” 
boost of nearly $2 billion 
over its current appropri-
ation. 

But members of the 
minority caucus argue 
that one-third of that 
new funding will go to 
the Choice Scholarship 
program — which al-
lows families to receive 
vouchers to attend private 
schools. And another 
chunk would come off the 
top to cover textbooks. 

“We are not currently 
funding Hoosier students 
adequately,” Sen. Andrea 
Hunley, D-Indianapolis, 
said last week during a 
news conference. “The 
proposed voucher expan-
sion is another erosion 
of critical funding for 
public schools and our 
public school students 
who perpetually draw the 
short straw in educational 
funding.”

Echoing school district 
officials and advocates for 
traditional public educa-
tion, Democrats maintain 
that 90% of Hoosier kids 
attend public schools. As 
such, they’re calling for 
even greater increases to 
tuition support to cover 
rising costs due to infla-
tion, and to compensate 

for the unfunded mandate 
in the current budget pro-
posal that would require 
schools to dip into base 
funding to cover textbook 
costs. 

Although Indiana 
schools could see increas-
es to foundation grants 
— the basic grant for 
every student — of 4% in 
fiscal year 2024 under the 
draft budget, those grant 
amounts would go up just 
0.7% in the following 
year. School business offi-
cials said that means about 
three out of every four 
Indiana school districts 
would get less than a 2% 
increase — or less funding 
overall — in 2025.

“In its current form, 
the budget would fun-
nel about a third of new 
dollars to school types that 
educate less than 10% of 
our students,” Hunley, 
a former principal and 
school teacher, continued. 
“That leaves just 70% of 
new money to cover more 
than 90% of our students 
in public schools, which 
already have to fight year 
after year to secure every 
dollar possible to keep 
the lights on to pay our 
teachers, and to provide a 
high quality education for 
our students.”

The next two-year state 
budget is now under con-
sideration in the Senate. 
GOP legislators in that 
chamber likely won’t 
unveil their version of the 
budget until early next 
month. A final version of 
the plan is expected by the 
end of April.

Senate Democrats push 
for “fair funding deal”

Senate Minority Leader 
Greg Taylor said his cau-
cus was happy to see the 
budget expand supports 

for adult learners, includ-
ing new and increased 
grants to help with high 
school completion and 
trade credentialing.

Taylor, of Indianapolis, 
said he also appreciated 
a “nominal increase” in 
school funding for English 
language learners and spe-
cial education students, as 
well as new dollars aimed 
at work-based learning 
experiences for high 
schoolers.

“All of these provisions 
are aimed to support the 
educational needs of stu-
dents who need it most,” 
he said. “But you can’t 
have a situation where 
you keep touting the in-
creased funding for public 
schools, and then divert 
some of the funds for pro-
grams that you like, while 
the rest of the community 
— the other 90% — see a 
decrease.”

Sen. Fady Qaddoura, 
D-Indianapolis, said Dem-
ocrats are increasingly 
concerned about the Re-
publican-led push to send 
more taxpayer dollars to 
private schools via the 
state’s voucher program.

Expanded eligibili-
ty for the vouchers, as 
proposed, would raise the 
income ceiling to 400% of 
the amount required for a 
student to qualify for the 
federal free or reduced 
price lunch program, 
equal to about $220,000.

Currently, vouchers are 
limited to families that 
make less than 300% of 
the federal poverty level, 
meaning a family of four 
can make up to $154,000 
annually.

After the expansion, 
the program would cost 
the state an estimated 
$500 million in fiscal year 

2024, and another $600 
million in the following 
fiscal year. The current 
state budget appropriates 
$240 million annually for 
the Choice Scholarships.

“If we take $500 
million out for voucher 
schools, the amount of 
money that is left is not 
sufficient to fully fund our 
public schools and teacher 
salary increases across the 
state,” Qaddoura said.

He added, too, that 
the House budget fails 
to adequately fund K-12 
schools “in the aftermath 
of COVID-19 and with 
inflation.”

If new money direct-
ed at K-12 schools was 
distributed “proportion-
ately,” Hoosier public 
schools would be getting 
around $342 million more 
than they currently are, 
Hunley noted.

She also called for “an 
overhaul” to the formula 
that determines how much 
supplemental “complex-
ity” funding schools 
receive for low-income 
and at-risk students.

That funding is set to 
increase under the House 
Republican plan — up 
4.4% in fiscal year 2024 
and 1% in fiscal year 
2025 — but Democrats 
said it’s still not enough.

“At the same time that 
we’re funneling money 
away from traditional 
public schools to cover the 
cost of private schools for 
well-off Hoosier families, 
we’re not spending one 
real dollar on the poorest 
students in our state,” 
Hunley said. “Hundreds 
of millions of dollars of 
inequity — that’s what we 
have in our funding agree-
ment. And this cannot be 
how we approach school 

funding. This cannot be 
how we approach our 
children’s education.”

House Democrats 
crunch costs for “text-
book funding gimmick”

House Democrats, 
meanwhile, are in-
creasingly picking apart 
the “textbook funding 
gimmick” carved into the 
draft budget.

Members from the cau-
cus said an “accounting 
ploy” by House Republi-
cans unfairly forces tradi-
tional K-12 schools across 
the state — including in 
GOP districts — to be on 
the hook financially for 
students’ textbook costs 
and saddles districts “with 
an effective budget cut.”

On the surface, most 
public school districts 
would see increases in 
base student funding from 
2023 to 2024. Because of 
the textbook provision, 
however, that increase 
is either slashed or turns 
negative once textbook 
costs are factored in. With 
inflation at 6.0%, most 
school districts are receiv-
ing “a practical funding 
cut,” House Democrats 
said.

A budget analysis 
released by the House 
Democrats indicates that 
schools in Republican 
districts are among those 
that could lose millions 
under the plan passed 
unanimously by their 
GOP representatives.

“I don’t like to make a 
habit out of commenting 
on other districts’ af-
fairs, but it’s imperative 
that Hoosiers across the 
state understand just how 
harmful this proposal will 
be and what’s at stake,” 
House Democratic Leader 
Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort 
Wayne, said in a state-
ment. 

“House Republicans 
frequently gloat about In-
diana’s lucrative surplus, 
but what good is a surplus 
if we don’t use it to help 
enhance the lives of our 
constituents and bolster 
programs such as public 

education?” he continued. 
“This scheme to deduct 
the cost of textbooks from 
a school’s annual budget 
is not only dishonest, 
it takes away from the 
resources schools have to 
give our children the best 
possible education.”

As part of his 2023 
legislative agenda, GOP 
Gov. Eric Holcomb 
promised free textbooks 
for K-12 families. 

His proposed budget 
included a line item — 
separate from the school 
funding formula — di-
recting additional funds to 
the Indiana Department of 
Education (IDOE). The 
state agency would then 
be responsible for dishing 
out textbook dollars to 
schools.

But while the House 
GOP budget prohibits 
individual school districts 
and charter schools from 
charging fees for text-
books and instructional 
materials, budget writers 
did not specifically ap-
propriate state dollars to 
cover the cost. 

Instead, the current 
budget plan requires 
schools to dip into their 
foundational funding to 
fully pay students’ text-
book costs. 

“I want to, ultimately 
— I want it done, so tax-
payers and parents don’t 
pay twice,” Holcomb said 
earlier this month about 
eliminating textbook fees. 
“We’re working on this. 
But whatever final form it 
takes, it needs to be one 
that is not able to pass 
(fees) on to parents again. 
I want it eliminated for 
parents.”

Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as a 
501c(3) public charity. Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial independence. 
Follow Indiana Capital 
Chronicle on facebook.com/
IndianaCapitalChronicle and 
twitter.com/INCapChronicle
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

Hard-a-hearin’Remembering Our Last 
Democratic Governor, Joe Kernan

To the congressional 
Republican rank and file, 
Democrats today are of-
ten described as "radical 
leftists" or "socialists" 
and even "Marxists." 
There have been Hoo-
sier Republicans who 
described Democrats as 
partisans who "don't love 
our country."

I would have loved to 
have seen the reaction 
to this type of criticism 
from the last Indiana 
Democratic governor, 
Joe Kernan.

Kernan passed away 
at age 74 in July 2020 
from complications with 
Alzheimer's Disease. 
Last week with bagpipes 
playing at the Statehouse, 
Republican Gov. Eric 
Holcomb joined former 
First Lady Maggie Ker-
nan, family and friends 
in unveiling a bust of 
Gov. Kernan. “It’s 
obviously just a perfect 
day, on St. Patrick’s 
Day, that we set aside 
time for this unveiling of 
this truly – a man that’s 
been kind of referred to 
over time – as a legend, 
a leader, a statesman and 
so much more than that,” 
said Holcomb. “Gov. Joe 
Kernan was certainly all 
three of those.” 

Kernan served three 
terms as mayor of South 
Bend before Frank 
O'Bannon selected him 
for the Democratic ticket 
in 1996. Kernan reluc-
tantly accepted the nomi-
nation, and with an upset 
win, moved to Indianap-
olis from his beloved 

South Bend. He served 
almost seven years as 
lieutenant governor, and 
upon O'Bannon's death 
in 2003, became gover-
nor.

But more important-
ly, as a Navy navigator 
based on the USS Kitty 
Hawk, he was shot down 
over North Vietnam in 
1972, spending the next 
11 months as a prisoner 
of war.

When he died, 
then-Purdue President 
Mitch Daniels, who 
defeated Kernan in the 
2004 gubernatorial race, 
observed that his prede-
cessor “was at different 
times my ally, opponent, 
and advisor, but always 
a friend to me, and as far 
as I could tell, to every-
one he met. In wartime 
and in peace, he embod-
ied patriotism and the 
goodwill toward all we 
associate with the term 
‘Hoosier.’ He was a true 
leader, and we have lost 
him far too soon.” 

Daniels drew on 
Kernan’s experience as a 
mayor and asked him and 
then-Chief Justice Randal 
Shepard to head a com-
mission weighing local 
government reform.

Holcomb, a U.S. Navy 
veteran, keeps portraits 
of two of his prede-
cessors – Kernan and 
Republican Gov. Edgar 
Whitcomb – in his State-
house office. Both had 
been POWs. Whitcomb, 
a B-17 navigator, was 
captured by the Japanese 
during World War II, 
winning the governorship 
in 1968 after writing the 
book “Escape from Cor-
regidor,” which detailed 
his eight-hour swim to 
the Philippine mainland.

“This official portrait 
of (Kernan), kind of larg-
er than life, to this day, 
still looks down at me 
over my shoulder, almost 
as if he’s grading my 
work," Holcomb said. 
"Joe could connect with 

anyone, anywhere. His 
character was impecca-
ble, his courage unwav-
ering – his unrelenting 
commitment to duty is 
again, legendary.”

The gubernatorial 
legacy of Gov. Kernan 
was a mere flash in time. 
Upon the death of Gov. 
O’Bannon on Sept. 13, 
2003, Kernan became the 
48th Indiana chief exec-
utive. He was defeated 
for a full term 15 months 
later and left office the 
following January.

Kernan gave only one 
State of the State ad-
dress (in 2004 described 
by Howey Politics as 
“exceptional”) and didn’t 
preside over a single 
biennial budget process.

Kipper V. Tew, who 
was a close political ally 
and served as Indiana 
Democratic chairman un-
der Kernan, observed of 
the late governor’s leg-
acy, “No. 1, he picked 
the first female lieutenant 
governor in Indiana his-
tory” as well as the first 
female chief of staff with 
Mary Downes.

What would a full-term 
by a Gov. Kernan been 
like?

Tew explained, “He 
proposed a big increase 
in the number of commu-
nity college campuses. 
I would argue he was 
at least a decade ahead 
of where folks are . . . 
now. He asked for tuition 
and fee increases to ba-
sically freeze at the rate 
of inflation (somebody 
followed his advice at 
Purdue years later).”

On health care, Tew 
said, Kernan advocated 
lower prescription prices 
for seniors. He signed 
legislation creating the 
state prescription drug 
purchasing pool. He 
would have sought to 
provide protections for 
the uninsured.

“There are many more 
things he did in his way 
too short time in office,” 

Tew said. “I firmly 
believe had the election 
gone our way, he would 
have been one of the 
most consequential gov-
ernors in state history. 
He had all of the tools, 
drive and desire to make 
a difference.”

Tina Noel, Kernan’s 
press secretary as both 
LG and governor, added, 
“Joe’s priorities would 
have stemmed from the 
kind of person he was – 
someone who was com-
passionate, competitive 
and ridiculously smart; 
someone who famously 
encouraged everyone on 
his team to ‘do the right 
thing, always.’

“I think his work on 
government efficiency 
and improving Hoosiers’ 
interactions with state 
agencies would have 
continued,” Noel con-
tinued. “Joe would have 
done all that he could to 
ensure that our state’s 
veterans received the 
care they deserved.”

What is the les-
son here? During the 
O’Bannon and Kernan 
era, Indiana was a true 
two-party state. Repub-
licans and Democrats 
would fight with piss 
and vinegar over bien-
nial budgets and policy. 
But back in those days, 
no one’s patriotism was 
questioned.

“Those among us so 
ready to bear malice 
against those with whom 
they differ, and either so 
ignorant or so ungrateful 
that they disdain those 
whose sacrifices gave 
them the freedom to ex-
press their views, should 
pause and consider the 
life and character of Joe 
Kernan,” Daniels said.

The columnist is manag-
ing editor of Howey Politics 
Indiana/State Affairs at 
StateAffairs.com/pro/
Indiana. Find Howey on 
Facebook and Twitter @
hwypol.

BRIAN HOWEY
Howey Political Report

Windy Wilson dropped 
anchor at the philoso-
phy counter just about 
the time we’d finished 
the hash browns with 
chile on the side. Red 
this time. Windy looked 
terrible.

“What’s wrong, 
Windy?”

“These here folks 
today …” he said. And 
we gulped a bit when 
we hear a sentence 
begun that way. “Folks 
today…” he sounded re-
signed, “they don’t ever 
try to unnerstand folks 
who ain’t perzackly like 
them. And people who 
have a leetle handiclap? 
Fergit it!”

Yep. Windy talks like 
that.

“What happened, 
Windy?”

“Wellsir, Doc, you 
know I been gittin’ a 
leetle hard a-hearin’ re-
cently. Sometimes gotta 
ask somebody to say 
somethin’ twice … you 
know?”

We all knew.
“It’s that ding-danged 

tea kettle,” Windy said. 
“You know … got a 
whistler on it for when 
the water boils up? 
Cain’t hear it. I gotta be 
right in the ding-danged 
kitchen to hear it.”

“So you got some 
hearing aids?” Steve 
asked.

“Naw, cost too much. 
What I figgered to do 
was jest make that tea 
kettle louder. I saw one 
a them coach whistles in 
the store and I got that 
fer only $3.59. Then I 
got me a little piece of 
tube thing and I glued ‘er 
all together. Hey, looks 
good, too. I figgered, 
that there steam would 
come out and actuarialize 
that coach whistle, and I 
know I could hear that.”

“Did it work, Windy?”
“Work? Well, I should 

smile it worked,” he 
said, proudly. “I was 
admirin’ that sound. I 
could hear it even out in 
the back yard. Yessir. 
‘course my dog, Ramses, 
he wouldn’t come back 
in, but it’s a nice day. 
It’s them other folks.”

He took a sip of 
coffee. “Wellsir, first 
thing happens is Old 
Man Johnson next door, 
he calls the fire depart-
mentals and tells ‘em 
my smoke alarm is goin’ 
off. Then Mrs. Garcia 
over the way, she calls 
the cops and says my 
burglar alarm is goin’ 
off. That ol’ brown dog 
of the Simpsons started 
barkin’ and runnin’ off 
toward Lewis Crick. 
Them kids at the play-
ground thought recess 
was over and went back 
in to class.”

Windy shook his head. 
“First thing ya know, 
sireens and flashing 
lights up and down the 
street. Oh well … two 
good things come of it, 
though.”

“Two things?”
“Yep. I can hear that 

kettle now, and I noticed 
I ain’t got no more go-
phers in the yard.”

Listen to “Home Coun-
try with Slim Randles” on 
your local classic country 
station.

SLIM RANDLES
Columnist

Never miss a public notice on legal proceedings!
After it prints in your local newspaper, it goes online:

IndianaPublicNotices.com
ThePaper24-7.com
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progressive-liberal-think-
ing. Many students can 
list every injustice and 
every perceived fault 
of American society, 
but have never read the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence or the Constitution. 
According to a recent 
poll, almost one-half of 
all young adults believe 
socialism is a good thing! 
Their motto..."Everyone 
is equal in the world. 
Rich people should give 
their money to the poor. 
The government can 
correct all of our soci-
ety's ills and the world's 
problems for your benefit 
by using YOUR money. 
Then everyone will be 
happy and contented and 
nice to each other." OK...
sure thing...Sorry, kid-
dos, not going to happen.

When I taught 5th, 
6th, and 7th grade social 
studies, all of my students 
were required to memo-
rize the Equality clause 
of the Declaration of 
Independence,

the Preamble to the 
Constitution, the Pledge 
of Allegiance, the Nation-
al Anthem, all 50 states 
and capitals, all of the 
Presidents (in chronologi-
cal order), the Gettysburg 
Address, and also label 
on a map the countries of 
Europe and Asia. Yes, 
it was difficult for some 
students, but they kept at 
it until they could do it...
and they were so proud 
when finished! These are 
important things to know, 
not to mention the fact 
that memorization skills 
are vital to brain develop-
ment.

While math and English 
are still considered the 
two most important sub-
jects to master, perhaps 
schools could make a few 
other classes mandatory, 
such as:

1. Personal finance...
basic day-to-day topics 
such as banking, loans, 
credit cards, insurance, 
investments, protection 
against fraud, etc. Most 
kids today have no idea 
how to handle money 
responsibly. Perhaps they 
should be taught that sav-
ing is a good thing!

2. Shop class...Yes, 
both boys and girls should 
learn how to use their 
brains and their hands 
to make/repair things. 
Woodworking, metal-

work, construction, elec-
tricity, auto maintenence, 
and using various tools. 
They should also learn 
how to change a tire and 
do simple home repairs.

3. Home economics...
Here again...for both 
boys and girls at least two 
semesters. Learn about 
nutrition and healthy 
foods, cooking, baking, 
sewing and textiles, child 
development, taking care 
of younger kids, budget-
ing, etc.

Other mandatory topics 
might include first aid, 
self-defense, and local 
laws. I also believe driver 
education should be man-
datory and be paid for by 
the schools. Many schools 
still have drug and alcohol 
education, but the results 
vary. Evidently they are 
not doing much good. In 
the most extensive study 
ever done, 5th grade 
students who had taken 
D.A.R.E. had higher 
drug-use rates when they 
reached the 12th grade 
than those who did not 
take the course.

With the way our soci-
ety is nowadays, I would 
also suggest students take 
courses in how to manage 
their time, how to accept 
failure and learn from 
it, and how to survive 
WITHOUT technology. 
A debate class, stressing 
facts, and not just person-
al opinion, would also be 
good.

It's a much more com-
plicated world in which 
kids grow up today, com-
pared to how I grew up in 
the 1950s and 60s. Many 
times students have not 
been taught to appreciate 
our history, American 
values, and the freedoms 
we all have. With re-
gards to practical skills, 
I learned a lot of useful 
and common sense things 
from growing up on a 
farm. However, sad...
but true...I never learned 
how to wash and dry a 
load of clothes until four 
years ago (at the age of 
70)...and then I forgot to 
put in the laundry soap!...
OOPS!

John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been 
the librarian at Darlington 
the past 32 years, and is a 
well-known artist and author 
of local history.
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Sanders
FUNERAL CARE

Vote us the #1 funeral home in 
Montgomery County!

SHADY KNOLL 
APARTMENTS

200 Knoll Circle • Crawfordsville

Call for appointment: 765-364-0125

Vote for us in 2023!

1880 S US Hwy 231 • Crawfordsville

Find us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/simplertimesprimitive

Make it simple, vote for Simpler Times!
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Whitlock Place
 Senior Living 1719 South Elm Street enlivant.com

Crawfordsville, IN 47933
765-379-8206

Call us today at 765-379-8206 to 
schedule a personalized tour.

• Individualized care plans
• Enhanced safety protocols
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Þ BUTCH From Page A1Bill Eliminating Parents’ Authority Over 
Medical Decisions Heads To Governor
By Whitney Downard

A bill restricting the 
authority of parents 
over medical decisions 
for their transgender 
children advanced to the 
governor’s desk Monday 
after passing the House 
in a 65-30 vote.

In addition to the 
mental health impacts 
upon transgender youth, 
Democrats like Rep. 
Carey Hamilton decried 
the bill as one in a series 
of culture war issues and 
government overreach 
that will drive away 
workers and medical 
professionals interested 
in working in Indiana

“Telling our young 
families that they will 
not have autonomy over 
children’s healthcare will 
drive families to other 
states. States where the 
beliefs of some are not 
foisted upon all,” Ham-
ilton, D-Indianapolis, 
said. 

Because the House 
didn’t alter the Senate 
version of the bill – 
barring amendments in 
committee and defeating 
Democratic attempts on 
the floor – the measure 
heads straight to Gov. 
Eric Holcomb’s desk. 

Holcomb, through his 
press secretary, didn’t 
immediately indicate 
whether he’d sign the 
bill into law. Last year, 
Holcomb vetoed a bill 
that would have barred 
female transgender 
student athletes from 
playing with their peers 
but the legislature easily 
overturned his veto.

Under the proposal, 

parents could no longer 
authorize gender-af-
firming care for their 
children, including pu-
berty blocker, hormone 
replacement therapy 
or surgical interven-
tions – though repeated 
testimony affirmed that 
no surgeries occur on 
minors in Indiana. 

The move so infuriated 
a member of the public 
who watched from the 
gallery that they called 
the members “disgusted, 
bigoted pieces of (excre-
ment)” before being es-
corted out of the building 
by security.

Bill introduction
Rep. Joanna King, 

R-Middlebury, called the 
treatments “irreversible, 
harmful and life-alter-
ing,” though the general 
medical consensus is that 
both puberty blockers 
and hormone treatment 
are mostly reversible. 
The bill itself acknowl-
edges this and allows 
cisgender children to 
pursue those treatments 
for other diagnoses. 

Lawmakers in both 
chambers heard direct-
ly from parents urging 
them to reconsider the 
ban, saying gender-af-
firming health care saved 
their children’s lives. 
Many said they were 
looking to leave the state 
in testimony.

Bill author Sen. Tyler 
Johnson, R-Leo, said un-
derlying “comorbidities” 
were responsible for high 
suicide rates. However, 
recent research from the 
Washington Post and 
Kaiser Family Founda-
tion reported that most 

transgender adults are 
“more satisfied” with 
their lives after tran-
sitioning and another 
estimates that 0.4% of 
adults who transitioned 
as teens regretted their 
decision. 

An additional study 
suggests that suicide 
attempts among LGBTQ 
youth decrease by 40% 
when children have just 
one affirming adult in 
their lives.

A miniscule number of 
Hoosier children will be 
impacted by this bill, as 
fewer than 1,000 youth 
seek treatment at the 
state’s only pediatric hos-
pital, Riley Children’s 
Hospital, and many only 
receive counseling or 
social transitioning assis-
tance from their Gender 
Health Program.

Parents can still enroll 
their children in coun-
seling or other mental 
health services under the 
proposed ban.

How Republicans 
voted

Just one Republican 
other than King justified 
her vote – Rep. Julie 
McGuire of Indianapolis, 
who voted to pass the 
ban.

Two Republicans 
joined 28 Democrats to 
vote against the bill – 
Rep. Ed Clere, of New 
Albany, and Rep. Jerry 
Torr, of Carmel. Two 
Republicans weren’t 
present – Rep. Sharon 
Negele, of Attica, and 
Rep. Ann Vermilion, 
Marion. Vermilion voted 
against the bill in com-
mittee.

The American Civ-

il Liberties Union of 
Indiana said if Holcomb 
signs the bill into law, 
the organization would 
“defend the rights of 
transgender youth in 
court.” The ACLU simi-
larly pursued legal action 
when the ban on female 
transgender student ath-
letes became law.

“Indiana lawmakers 
seem hellbent on join-
ing the growing roster 
of states determined to 
jeopardize the health 
and lives of transgender 
youth, in direct opposi-
tion to the overwhelm-
ing body of scientific 
and medical evidence 
supporting this care as 
appropriate and neces-
sary,” said Katie Blair, 
the advocacy and public 
policy director of the 
organization.

“The idea that these 
youth are being pushed 
into harmful medical 
care is an insult to their 
parents who are working 
very hard to get the best 
care for their children. 
Politicians harm us all 
when they ignore medi-
cal judgment and block 
access to standard care in 
favor of discriminatory 
fear-mongering.”

Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Indiana Capital 
Chronicle maintains editori-
al independence. Follow In-
diana Capital Chronicle on 
facebook.com/IndianaCap-
italChronicle and twitter.
com/INCapChronicle
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