
My revised 
plan for Saga 
#8 was to do 
Jonathan son 
of Ralph but 
I covered him 
fairly well 

last week in Ralph’s Saga, so 
we’ll do my original plan and 
finish this VanCleave saga with 
Benjamin “Crosseyed Ben,” 
as he was called and not sure 
whether that indicates a phys-
ical condition or just a tag to 
distinguish him from his father, 
Benjamin Samuel, mother of 
course, Ruth Munson.

So, meet Ben born 9 Sep-

tember 1787 Jefferson County, 
Kentucky and died 26 October 
1855 buried in Old Union 
Cemetery north of Waveland. 
He married 18 Dec 1809 Henry 
County, Kentucky to Mary 
Stevenson Mount (daughter 
of Matthias Mount and Mary 
Elizabeth Stevenson). They 
were farmers and were in 
Brown Township about three 
decades or more. His proper-
ty was worth $2500 in 1850, 
five years before he passed. 
Their children numbered lucky 
7: Mathias Mount; James S.; 
Thomas Jolly; Mary Jane; John 
Ralph; Ruth Ann and Sarah 
Ellen. Note: after writing this 

Have you always dreamed of 
a trip to a tropical paradise to 
attend a luau? Maybe you have 
experienced it before and want 
to relive some of the memories. 
It’s time to put on your Hawai-
ian shirts and join Waveland 
Strong as they host their 4th 
annual Progressive Dinner 
featuring The Syncrnss Spins 
– Fire Performer on Saturday, 
May 6th from 5:30-9:00pm.

Participants will make 5 local 
stops through Waveland enjoy-
ing food, drinks and entertain-
ment. It’s a great opportunity 

for a date night, an evening 
out with friends, or a chance 
to meet new folks as you 
mingle with one another while 
traveling together to the next 
location and food course. It’s 
also a great opportunity to visit 
unique architectural and historic 
gems in our community. Stops 
including:

•T.C. Steele Boyhood Home: 
Appetizers & Open Bar

•Waveland Christians in Ac-
tion Church: Soup & Salad

The NFL draft is here. Fingers 
crossed for the Colts!

1 John 4:20 If a man say, 
“I love God,” and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar. For he 
that loveth not his brother 

whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath 

not seen?

 TODAY’S VERSE

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank

MARCIA DESMET
 for subscribing!
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 INSIDE 
TODAY’S 
EDITION

Seniors should always have bright 
lighting in their homes – it takes 

three times as much light to see as 
well as a teenager.

Today’s health tip was brought to 
you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The 

Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

1  It was a sight to behold at 
Skydive Perris in Orange 
County California when 101 

freefalling 60-year-old senior cit-
izens jumped from five airplanes 
in a record-breaking snowflake 
formation. The next day 95 of 
them broke another record when 
they leaped from their planes 
in a “sequential” formation. The 
organizers of these events are 
seeking recognition from the 
Guinness Book of World Records 
for these daring old men.

2           The open Grief Support 
Group continues to meet 
on the first and third 

Thursday of each month. The 
next meeting is Thursday, May 
4 at 7 p.m. at Gobin Memorial 
United Methodist Church in the 
Peace Chapel on the north side 
of the Sanctuary. Please register 
at www.dusk-to-dawn.org or call 
(765) 267-1760. The group 
meets again on May 18 at 7 p.m. 
Celebrating its 10th anniversary 
as a non-profit association, the 
organization helps alleviate the 
suffering associated with loss 
and grief by providing free access 
to support, counseling, educa-
tion and resources for anyone in 
need. These services are made 
possible through community 
donations and grants such as 
the one awarded by the Putnam 
County Community Foundation. 

3Shortly after the turn of 
the last century, Freder-
ick Miller first brewed his 

famed High Life beer and called 
it the Champagne of Beers. More 
than a hundred years later it is 
still promotionally compared to 
Champagne, much to the chagrin 
of the French brewers of their 
famous bubbly wine. Although 
Miller Beer is not exported to 
France, a shipment of more than 
2,000 cans of it was making its 
way via Belgium recently, much 
to the chagrin of the French 
Champagne brewers who asked 
the Belgian Customs Administra-
tion to seize the shipment and 
destroy it, which they did. For 
sure, the Comité Champagne 
said Merci. 

Service Directory.....A3
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Earth Talk.................A4

Plant Sale & Show Saturday
The Montgomery County Master Gardeners’ Plant Sale & Show is set 

this year for Saturday on the 4-H grounds in Crawfordsville next Saturday, 
April 29, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. In addition to a wide range of plants, Mas-
ter Gardeners will be on hand to answer gardening questions. This year 
nine booths will be on premise to accentuate your plant buying.

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“When someone tells me ‘no,’ it doesn’t mean I can’t do it. It 

simply means I can’t do it with them.”
Karen E. Quinones Miller
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 TODAY’S JOKE
What sound does a chicken’s 

phone make?
Wing, wing.

Donald Carson gives a smile for 
one of our roving photographers. 
Thanks for your smile!

Sunrise/Sunset:
RISE: 6:47 a.m.
SET: 8:35 p.m.

High/Low Temperatures:
High: 65 °F
Low: 36 °F

Today is…:
• Babe Ruth Day

• Morse Code Day

What Happened On 
This Day:

• 1994 South African 
citizens of all races are al-
lowed to vote in a general 
election for the first time.
• 1992 For the first time 

in its 700-year history, the 
British House of Com-

mons is presided over by 
a female Speaker.

• 1810 Ludwig van 
Beethoven composes “Für 

Elise”. 

Births On This Day:
• 1822 Ulysses S. Grant
American general, politi-
cian, 18th President of the 

United States
• 1791 Samuel Morse

Inventor, co-invented the 
Morse code

Deaths On This Day:
• 1992 Olivier Messiaen
French composer, orni-

thologist
• 1521 Ferdinand Magel-

lan
Portuguese explorer

KAREN ZACH
Around The County

4th Annual Waveland 
Progressive Dinner

Photo courtesy of Town of Wavelan
Syncrnss Spins Performer

Vancleave Saga #8 
Crossed-Eyed-Ben

See DINNER Page A5

See KAREN Page A5

Celebrate
Arbor Day

The Montgomery County 
Board of Commissioners have 
decided to proclaim that April 
28 will from now on be known 
as Arbor Day, in honor of trees 
and our symbiotic relationship. 
While the use of trees in our 
everyday lives for wood and 
paper are always apparent, 
we should acknowledge that 
trees help with erosion, give us 
something wonderful to look at 
and provide life giving oxygen. 
There is nothing quite like 
hearing a slow breeze through 
the trees on a warm afternoon 
or evening. It is nice to see The 
Board setting aside a special 
day to acknowledge such an 
important part of life. 

Whereas, in 1872, J. Sterling 
Morton proposed to the Nebras-
ka Board of Agriculture that a 
special day be set aside for the 
planting of trees, and whereas, 
the holiday, called Arbor Day, 
was first observed with the 
planting of more than a million 
trees in Nebraska, and Where-
as, Arbor Day is now observed 
throughout the nation and the 
world, and whereas, trees can 
reduce the erosion of topsoil 
by wind and water, lower our 
heating and cooling costs, 
moderate the temperature, clean 
the air, produce oxygen and 
provide habitat for wildlife, and 
whereas, trees are a renewable 
resource giving us paper, wood 
for our homes, fuel for our fires 
and countless wood products, 
and whereas, trees in our Coun-
ty increase property values, 
enhance the economic vitality 
of business areas, and beautify 
our County, now, therefore, the 
Montgomery County Board of 
Commissioners do hereby pro-
claim April 28, 2023 as Arbor 
Day in Montgomery County.

Proclaimed this 24th day of 
April in the year 2023.

Montgomery County 
Board of Commissioners

John E. Frey, President
James D. Fulwider, Vice 

President
Dan Guard, Member
Attested by Mindy Byers, 

County Auditor
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Photo provided by Tri-County Bank & Trust
From L-R  Chuck Dixon, Marilyn Wehrman, Mike “Mitch” Mitchell, Rod Lasley 
(COO Indiana Bankers Association)

Tri-County Bank & Trust Honored 
By Indiana Bankers Association

Indiana-Tri-County Bank 
& Trust Company has been 
honored as a Five Star 
Member of the Indiana 
Bankers Association. The 
award was presented on 
April 6, 2023, in recogni-
tion of Tri-County Bank's 
Association involvement 
throughout 2022.

The Five Star Member 
designation recognizes 
those IBA-member banks 
which demonstrate out-

standing commitment to the 
Association in five areas: 
political awareness, issues 
advocacy, life-long learn-
ing, IBA volunteerism, and 
Preferred Service Provider 
utilization.

"We very much ap-
preciate the dedication of 
Tri-County Bank as a Five 
Star Member bank" said 
Amber Van Til, IBA pres-
ident and CEO. "Our Asso-
ciation is strong, thanks to 

our supportive members."
The Indiana Bankers 

Association supports 
Indiana banking through 
issues analysis, profession-
al education, and products 
and services that enhance 
member banks' ability to 
serve their communities.

Tri-County Bank & Trust 
Company is a Commu-
nity Bank with offices in 
Montgomery and Putnam 
Counties.

Wabash College seeks candidates for a Senior 
Administrative Assistant to the Dean of Students. The 
Senior Administrative Assistant to the Dean of Students 
performs a wide range of administrative, clerical, and 
support functions for the Dean of Students office. 
General duties include, but are not limited to, direct daily 
support to the Dean of Students and the Associate Dean 
of Students, and support as needed to other positions 
within Student Life.

To learn more about this position and how to apply, 
please visit the College’s employment website at www.
wabash.edu/employment.  

Wabash College, a liberal arts college for men, seeks 
faculty and staff who are committed to providing quality 
engagement with students, high levels of academic 
challenge and support, and meaningful experiences that 
prepare students for life and leadership among diverse 
populations around the globe.  Wabash is an equal 
opportunity employer and welcomes applications from 
persons of all backgrounds.

Senior AdminiStrAtive ASSiStAnt to the deAn of StudentS

Jan. 1-15   $42.00
Jan. 16-31  $40.25
Feb. 1-14   $38.50
Feb. 15-28 (29) $36.75
March 1-15  $35.00
March 16-31  $33.25
April 1-15  $31.50
April 16-30  $29.75
May 1-15  $28.00
May 16-31  $26.25
June 1-15  $24.50
June 16-30  $22.75
July 1-15   $21.00
July 1-31   $19.25
Aug. 1-15  $17.50
Aug. 16-31  $15.75
Sept. 1-15  $14.00
Sept. 16-30  $12.25
Oct. 1-15   $10.50
Oct. 16-31  $8.75
Nov. 1-15  $7.00
Nov. 16-30  $5.25
Dec. 1-15  $3.50
Dec. 16-31  $1.75

The Paper
of Montgomery County

Online Edition

Local news for a fraction of the price!

As I drive around the coun-

ty, I see many new homes that 

have been built in the last few 

years...not just near the edge of 

Crawfordsville, but also out in 

the country. Not near as many 

as have been built in Tippeca-

noe County, but when I look at 

all of that county's problems...

increased crime, traffic conges-

tion, crowded stores and restau-

rants...I am grateful that we are 

not like them. There are many 

new subdivisions around Lafay-

ette. The majority of the homes 

all look alike...same color and 

same design...I assume to save 

money on construction costs for 

the developer. How sad...
There is one thing that is 

missing from almost all new 
homes today...a front porch. 

Do you remember those? 
Perhaps the front porch has 
gone the way of the ice cream 

soda shop and small hometown 

schools. A few older homes 
still have front porches, but by 

and large they are rare. The 
farmhouse in which I grew up 

We solemnly remember today as the day 

58 years ago when the Palm Sunday tornado 

swarm ripped through Hamilton County. 

From touchdown in Montgomery County, through 

Boone and into Sheridan and Hamilton County, 

the storm left 28 dead. Altogether, 271 lost their 

lives through 47 tornadoes. Join The Team!Sagamore News Media is looking for talented sales people. 

Whether you sell by phone or in person, we want to talk with 

you. Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour and only go up from 

there. If you have good sales skills, this might be the job you have 

been looking for. Sagamore News Media owns newspapers in 

Noblesville and Crawfordsville and feature award-winning work 

every day. Come be part of our team! Apply today by e-mailing 

resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com.

Montgomery County’s oldest locally owned independent newspaper

CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA 

WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM

50¢

The PaperOF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank Dan Pritchardfor subscribing!
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE

 INSIDE TODAY’S EDITION

“America will never be destroyed 

from the outside. If we falter and lose 

our freedoms, it will be because we 

destroyed ourselves.”
-Abraham Lincoln

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

Obituaries.............A2Service Directory...A3Slim Randles.........A4Brian Howey..........A4

Isaiah 54:17 No weapon 
that is formed against thee 

shall prosper; and every 
tongue that shall rise against 
thee in judgment thou shalt 

condemn. This is the heritage 
of the servants of the LORD, 

and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES ofMONTGOMERY
People who call our community their own.

Keep your fingers away from your 

eyes if you want to minimize your 
chances of getting “pink eye.”

Today’s health tip was brought 

to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 

to catch his column each week 

in The Paper and online at www.thepaper24-7.com.  TODAY’S QUOTE

1 It is said that the top 
two reasons to go whale 
watching are the experience 

and the thrill, according to the 
Association of Mature American 

Citizens [AMAC]. But surely 
the passengers aboard Cap-
tain Dave's Dolphin and Whale 
Watching Safari off the coast 
of California recently got much 
more than an experience and a 
thrill of a lifetime recently. They 
got to watch a whale giving birth 

to an offspring. "For a minute, 
many of us thought it may be a 
shark or predatory event.  But 
no, instead of the end of life, it 
was the beginning of a new one," 

according to a passenger who 
got it all tape.

2 Craig Lapointe, a homeown-
er in Saskatoon, Canada, 
returned home one after-

noon recently to find two broken 

front room windows, apparently 
the work of a moose on the loose 

in his neighborhood, reports the 

Association of Mature American 

Citizens [AMAC]. Lapointe sug-
gests the moose was foraging for 

food, got too close to his home 
causing a pet dog and a pet cat 

to make their presence known 
which, in turn, riled the moose 
causing it to break the windows. 

Ryan Brook, a wildlife researcher, 

says it is a likely explanation. 
"If there was a pet, and in this 
case, there sounds like there was 

more than one pet, the animal 
may have hit more than once 
on purpose.  Moose can be very 

aggressive.  They're big.  Often 
the biggest animal around.  They 

have a tendency, if they're star-
tled by animals or people, they 
may go on the offensive."3 Sagamore News Media is 

looking for talented sales 
people. Whether you sell 

by phone or in person, we want 
to talk with you. Hourly rates 
begin at $15 per hour and only 
go up from there.  If you have 
good sales skills, this might be 
the job you have been looking 
for. There is no cap on earnings 
and multiple people in the past 
have earned $50,000, $60,000 

and beyond – all the way into six 

figures. Sagamore News Media 
owns newspapers in Noblesville 

and Crawfordsville and feature 
award-winning work every day. 
Come be part of our team! Apply 

today by e-mailing resume to 
jobs@thepaper24-7.com. We 
can’t wait to talk with you!

 OBITUARIESPatricia “Pati” Sue Temple
 TODAY’S JOKEWhat do you call a painting by 

your pet?
A paw-trait!

Vernon Newman smiles brightly 
while returning to his spot in the 

flooring department. Thank you for 

your smile!

Sunrise/SunsetRISE: 7:14 a.m. SET: 8:23 p.m.
High/Low TemperaturesHigh: 76 °FLow: 42 °F

Today is...• National Hot Tub Day 
• Respect Your Cat DayWhat Happened On This Day• 2006 Mafia boss Bernar-

do Provenzano is arrest-
ed. Provenzano was one 
of Cosa Nostra's central 

figures. The mafioso was 
arrested near Corleone, 

Sicily after 40 years on the run. • 1961 The trial of Adolf 
Eichmann begins.Births On This Day

• 1960 Jeremy ClarksonEnglish journalist• 1987 Joss Stone
English singer-songwriter, actress
Deaths On This Day• 1987 Primo LeviItalian chemist, author

• 2007 Kurt VonnegutAmerican author

BUTCH DALEColumnist

Crawfordsville Kiwanis Seeks Help For Local Child

Photo courtesy of Crawfordsville Kiwanis

The Crawfordsville Kiwanis is asking for your help in supporting a little boy in our community 

named Georgie. Georgie is 3 years old and has autism, which makes it difficult for him to 

communicate properly with his Mom or his teachers at school. However, with the help of a 

communication tablet, he has been able to make great strides in expressing himself and 

engaging with the world around him.

Georgie is like most 3 yr. old boys and loves watching cartoons, bath time, riding in his wag-

on, and squish mellows. Most importantly though, Georgie would like to be able to commu-

nicate with his Mom and the therapist he works with.

The Crawfordsville Kiwanis Club has decided to raise funds to purchase Georgie his own 

tablet so that he can continue to make progress in his communication skills both at home 

and at school. The device is quite expensive, and we need your help to make this a reality for 

Georgie.Please consider donating to support Georgie's communication tablet. Every little bit helps, 

and together we can make a big difference in his life. You can donate by sending a check to 

Crawfordsville Kiwanis, PO Box 611, Crawfordsville, IN, 47933 or by contacting us at Craw-

fordsvilleKiwanis@yahoo.com

One more thing, any monies raised over the amount needed for Georgie will be used to help 

other children in our area who need Adaptive Equipment.
Many New Homes...But 

One Thing Is Missing...

See BUTCH Page A5

Crawfordsville Kiwanis Meets 
With Local Institutions
The Crawfordsville Kiwa-

nians heard from a couple of 

local institutions recently. At 

their last meeting in March, 
Kathie Watkins and Amy King 

from the Linden Carnegie Li-

brary gave a presentation. And 

then Misha Anderson from the 

Montgomery County Animal 

Welfare League spoke at the 
first meeting in April.

Anderson has been with the 

Montgomery County Animal 

Welfare League for 9 years 
starting out as an Animal 
Control Officer and she cur-
rently serves as the Director 
of the AWL. Anderson shared 

her expertise and experience 
working in animal welfare and 

advocating for the protection 

and well-being of animals in the 

community.The Montgomery County 
Animal Welfare League is a 
non-profit organization dedi-

cated to promoting the humane 

treatment of animals through 

education, advocacy, and 
services. Anderson has played 

a pivotal role in the League's 

success in providing animal 
control services, animal adop-

tion programs, and community 

education on animal care and 

welfare.During her presentation, 
Anderson discussed the mis-
sion and initiatives of the 
Montgomery County Indiana 

Animal Welfare League, as 
well as share information on 
animal welfare issues in the 
community and how people can 

get involved in supporting the 

organization's work.Anderson spoke about some 

of the more interesting animals 

that they have had at the shelter 
See KIWANIS Page A5

Why pay such a high price for 
fewer editions with the 
Journal-Review 
when you can get SEVEN days of 
The Paper for only $42 a year?

Award-winning 
columnists...

Subscriptions will be pro-rated*
Payment dates/pricing:

Subscribe 
Today!

With The Paper you get:

Butch 
Dale

Tim
Timmons

Karen 
Zach

& the very best in 
local news! *Subscriptions expire 12-31-23

The Paper makes it 
easy with email 

reminders when it’s 
time to renew!

Entries Open for Strawberry 
Festival Tennis Tournament

As the calendar nears 
May that means early 
preparations for the Straw-
berry Festival are gearing 
up.  Such is the case for 
the 41st annual tennis 
tournament.

The non-sanctioned 
event will take place on 
June 10-11 at two loca-
tions – Crawfordsville and 
Southmont high schools. 
There are 14 different 
categories, but participants 
are limited to two. The 
categories are split into 
juniors and adults. Age 
cut-off is June 1. The 
categories are:

•Girls 16 & under 
singles

•Girls 16 & under 
doubles

•Girls 18 & under 
singles

•Girls 18 & under 
doubles

•Boys 16 & under 
singles

•Boys 16 & under 
doubles

•Boys 18 & under 
singles

•Boys 18 & under 
doubles

•Womens singles
•Womens doubles
•Family open doubles
•Mens singles
•Mens doubles
•Mixed doubles

The entry deadline is 
June 5 and fees are $20 for 
singles and $30 per team 
in doubles.  The draw will 

be limited by category to 
the first 16 entrants. Ten-
nis balls will be provided 
and T-shirts will be given 
to all participants instead 
of medals. Matches are 
two out of three sets with 
a super tie-breaker in lieu 
of a third set. All players 
should report on Saturday 
to their respective loca-
tions. All categories will 
be played at CHS, with the 
exception of boys and girls 
16 singles and doubles. 
Those matches will take 
place at South.

Tournament direc-
tors are Jason and Susie 
Hutchison. Contact Jason 
at hutch3575@gmail.
com and Susie at pinel-
og_2000@yahoo.com.

This One Is For Car Lovers!
Some 

books 
are 
meant 
for more 
than 
just the 

joy of reading them. They 
impart valuable informa-
tion and instructions that 
you can apply to all sorts 
of hobbies and projects. 
Cookbooks and craft pat-
tern books are very popu-
lar, but what you may not 
know is that we also have 
a large section on cars!

The Chilton Service 
Manuals (629.287 Chi) 
is a prime resource with 
specific advice for a 
range of manufacturers. 
We have both physical 
books and onsite access 
to the Chilton Automotive 
Database here at CDPL, 
so you can find reliable, 
up-to-date information on 
the computer. Search it 
on our website at https://
www.cdpl.lib.in.us/data-
bases/ or click on Databas-

es under the Econtent tab. 
If you want to access the 
database from home, con-
tact the Reference Desk at 
765-362-2242, extension 
117.

Car fans can admire the 
technical design in Turbo: 
An A-Z of Turbocharged 
Cars by Graham Robson 
(629.2222 Rob) and Go 
like hell: Ford, Ferrari, 
and Their Battle for Speed 
and Glory at Le Mans 
by A. J. Baime (796.72 
Bai). Walter J. Boyne’s 
Power Behind the Wheel: 
Creativity and the Evo-
lution of the Automobile 
(629.231 Boy) offers a 
historical overview of the 
innovations that lead to 
today’s cars. At the Cross-
roads: Middle America 
and the Battle to Save the 
Car Industry by Abraham 
Aamidor (338.4762 Aam) 
and Car Sick: Solutions 
for Our Car-Addicted 
Culture by Lynn Sloman 
(388.042 Slo) take a look 
at the social side of those 
developments.

Where you have cars, 
you want good roads, 
so check out The Road 
Taken: The History and 

Future of America's Infra-
structure by Henry Petros-
ki (388.1 Pet). Or, for 
one famous road, watch 
the documentary Route 
66: Kitsch and Mythical 
(DVD 388.1 Rou). Plan 
your next adventure with 
Drives of a Lifetime: 500 
of the World's Greatest 
Road Trips (910.202 Dri), 
or take a ride with Earl 
Swift’s Auto Biography: 
A Classic Car, an Outlaw 
Motorhead, and 57 Years 
of the American Dream 
(LP 629.28722 SWI).

Want more? Join us for 
Let’s Talk Cars & Trucks 
on Tuesday, April 25 
and get individual advice 
on anything to do with 
cars from a speaker with 
50 years of experience. 
You can check out what’s 
happening at the library on 
our website at www.cdpl.
lib.in.us or call us at 765-
362-2242. CDPL is open 
Monday-Thursday 9a-9p, 
Friday-Saturday 9a-5p, 
and Sunday 1-5p.

-Susanna Howard is a 
Library Assistant in the 
Reference and Local History 
department at CDPL.

Susanna Howard
Fresh off the Shelf

Beware Of Scammers Coming For You 
The state is warning 

Hoosiers of post-tax 
season scams, which occur 
far too often in communi-
ties across Indiana.  

“Scammers will steal 
innocent taxpayers’ 
identities and use it to file 
fraudulent tax returns,” 
Indiana Attorney General 
Todd Rokita said. “Many 
families are looking 
forward to tax refunds to 
help pay their currently 
inflated bills or to simply 
get away for a few days 
this summer. Don’t let 
these con artists steal your 
identity and eventually, 

your money.”  
Tax-identity thieves 

use other people’s Social 
Security Numbers to file 
taxes and/or even obtain 
jobs. Most victims will 
likely not even be aware 
this has happened. Some 
will be notified upon e-fil-
ing that a tax return has 
already been filed using 
their SSN.  

Hoosiers should review 
the warning signs from the 
IRS on possible tax-related 
identity theft related to tax 
scams: 

•More than one tax 
return was filed for you.

•You owe additional 
taxes, have a refund off-
set, or have had collection 
actions taken against you 
for a year you did not file 
a tax return.

•IRS records indicate 
you received wages or 
other income from an 
employer for whom you 
did not work. 

If you believe you have 
been the victim of tax-re-
lated or any other type 
of identity theft, you can 
file a complaint online by 
visiting indianaconsumer.
com or by calling 1-800-
382-5516.

ThePaper24-7.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

Contact our advertising department  at 765-361-0100 ext. 1 
to be included in our next Service Directory.

AUTOMOTIVE

FEATURED BUSINESSHEATING & A/C  

Check us out on Google 
for all your 

dryer vent & vent cleaning needs

317-300-4141

ELECTRICAL

HOME SERVICES

WE ARE INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

765-365-6278

VETERANS

• Service On All Makes & Models
• Free Estimates on New Installs

• Family Owned Since 2008
• High Quality Service • Install & Repairs

765-522-4716
Roachdale, IN

WWW.MUSEHEATINGANDCOOLING.COM

Full Service 
Repair Facility

Tuesday - Saturday
9 AM - 6 PM

Closed Sundays & Mondays

765-307-2255
419 Lafayette Avenue

Crawfordsville

317-300-4141
Check us out on 

Google for all your 
landscaping & 

excavation needs

Fisher’s
DISCOUNT STORE

6492 E 850 N
Waveland

M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm
TU 8 am-8 pm

FRI & SAT 8 am-5 pm
Closed Sunday

765-435-7231

Discount groceries, 
bulk foods, meat & cheese

RETAIL

MEADOW SALES

765-569-0777
1916 N. Nyesville Rd.

Rockville, IN 

BOOTS & CARHARTT

CONTRACTORS
PAVING & SEALING
812-498-8001
Asphalt Repair • Patching

Sealcoating • Painted Lines
Top quality work at affordable rates

Servicing churches, schools, commercial 
and residential customers

HOME SERVICES

Bellmore
Country Store
6987 US 36

Rockville

765-344-1520
Monday - Friday

9 AM - 5 PM

HOME SERVICES

BANKING

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

Check us out on Google 
for all your 

dryer vent & vent cleaning needs

317-300-4141
RESTAURANTS

AOK MERRI-Baker’s
Septic Service

and
Port-A-Lets
Septic Service
Septic Repair

Sanitation Rentals
Serving Putnam County 
& surrounding counties

765-653-2961
Monday - Friday / 8 AM - 4 PM

Office Hours

24-Hour Emergency 
Service Available

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/30/23

Shorty’s
Diesel & Tire

6161 IN 234
Ladoga

765-942-5002
Mon - Fri

8 AM - 5 PM
Saturday

8 AM - 12 PM

Automotive Technical Services
Best Best Alignment in TAlignment in TTown!own!TTTTT

1407 W 500 S • Crawfordsville • 765-866-7103f

SHOEMAKER FUNERAL HOME
Built in 1955 by Darwin and Mary Servies the funeral home was both their business and a 

home. At that time the address was 202 Alamo Road, Waynetown. In 1958 John Thomas came 
to work for Darwin & Mary as a Funeral Director.  By 1968 Darwin and Mary Servies built a 
new home on Garfield street in Waynetown and retired, selling the business to John and Mau-
rene Thomas. In the mid to late 1980’s John and Maurene began to think about retiring. Having 
grown up visiting her Aunt Maurene and Uncle John at the funeral home, Nancy Shoemaker 
agreed to go back to school to study mortuary science. Graduating from Mid America College 
of Mortuary Science in August 1988, Nancy began working at the funeral home that month. She 
and her husband Joe and daughter Amanda moved from Romney to Waynetown in June 1989. 
On October 1, 1991 John and Maurene Thomas retired and sold the funeral home to Nancy and 
Joe Shoemaker.

In 2006 Waynetown renamed State Road 25 from the Pioneer Cemetery to the edge of town
as Bratton Road. Thus, making the funeral home’s new physical address 202 Bratton Road. 
Nancy has just celebrated 21 years of working at the funeral home as a Funeral Director and 
Embalmer. She is also a Pre-need counselor and licensed for Pre-need Insurance sales. One 
of the things that makes this funeral home unique is that it currently has an all female staff as ff
Nancy is assisted in the daily operations of 
the business by Pam Howey. 

Through all the years and changes that 
have happened at the funeral home one thing 
has always stayed the same. Each family 
who has owned it has taken pride in their 
commitment of service and compassion. 
They have always been and continue to be 
active in the local community organizations 
and they love being a part of a small town.

10 October 2014 Open for Business

TeTeri & Joe Wri & Joe Woodrowoodrow

Est. 1958

Automotive
Technical
Services

Come see us for your 
automotive needs!

1407 W 500 S
Crawfordsville

(765) 866-7103

MACHINING

Williams Tool Machine Corp.

(765) 676-5859
54 W Main Street • Jamestown

williamstoolmachine.com

Monday - Saturday • 6:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Closed Sunday

Subscriptions will be pro-rated*
Payment dates/pricing:

Jan. 1-15   $79.00
Jan. 16-31   $75.71
Feb. 1-14   $72.42
Feb. 15-29   $69.13
March 1-15   $65.84
March 16-31  $62.55
April 1-15   $59.26
April 16-30   $55.97
May 1-15   $52.68
May 16-31   $49.39
June 1-15   $46.10
June 16-30   $42.81
July 1-15   $39.52
July 1-31   $36.23
Aug. 1-15   $32.94
Aug. 16-31   $29.65
Sept. 1-15   $26.36
Sept. 16-30   $23.07
Oct. 1-15   $19.78
Oct. 16-31   $16.49
Nov. 1-15   $13.20
Nov. 16-30   $9.91
Dec. 1-15   $6.62
Dec. 16-31   $3.33

Do you still like the feel of 
holding a newspaper in 
your hands?

*Subscriptions expire 12-31-23

Enjoy award-winning columnists & 
the very best in local news with 
our Wednesday PRINT edition!

$79 a year Plus email reminders 
for renewal

Thanks for reading The Paper!



Dear EarthTalk: 
How are environmental 
advocates using TikTok 
to raise awareness and 
gather support for their 
causes? 

Social media has be-
come a powerful tool for 
environmental activists 
to raise awareness and 
advocate for change, and 
no social media network 
is hotter these days than 
TikTok. This fast-growing 
platform where users cre-
ate and share short videos 
has quickly become one of 
the most popular apps in 
the world—as of 2023, the 
app has more than 1.5 bil-
lion active users. As such, 
it has also become a pow-
erful tool for activists to 
reach a large audience and 
raise awareness for envi-
ronmental issues. Indeed, 
environmentalists have 
taken to TikTok to share 
their messages in creative 
and engaging ways, using 
humor, music, and per-
sonal anecdotes to connect 
with viewers.

One of the advantages 
of using TikTok for activ-
ism is the platform’s reach 
to younger audiences that 
may not be as engaged 
in traditional forms of 
environmental and climate 
activism. More than two-
thirds of TikTok’s user 
base in the U.S. is under 
age 40, while 10–19-year-
olds make up the single 

largest group by age on 
the platform. By using 
TikTok, these younger 
demographics can be 
reached and inspired to 
take action on environ-
mental issues, organize 
petitions and fundraisers, 
and get involved in other 
ways.

One of the most popular 
environmental advocates 
on TikTok is Carissa 
Cabrera, a marine biol-
ogist and activist from 
Hawaii who has been 
creating TikToks for more 
than five years and has 
a large following on the 
platform—her @Caris-
saandclimate account has 
more 250,000 followers of 
her educational content.

“Generation Z wants 
to get information and 
tools at their fingertips, 
and it’s all packaged in an 
entertaining way,” says 
Cabrera. The fact that 
most TikToks last less 
than 30 seconds makes it 
a challenge to grab the us-
er’s attention, so Cabrera 
usually gets to the point 
in the first three seconds 
and then employs comedic 
stories and/or dances to 
round out the post. Her 
goal is to create catchy 
content that’s quick and 
easy to memorize and that 
makes users want to watch 
it over and over and share 
with others so as to get 
more and more people to 
act on behalf of the planet.

Cabrera also contributes 
TikToks via EcoTok, 

which features innovative 
videos from a core group 
of activists and educators 
with the common goal of 
showing followers ways to 
live more sustainably.

"EcoTok started with a 
group of people looking 
for an outlet to share their 
frustrations,” Cabrera re-
ports. “Climate change is 
a daunting subject that can 
be hard to face alone.” 
She adds that their early 
arrival into TikTok helped 
build a committed, strong 
community, with more 
than 100,000 followers 
and millions of “likes.”

Of course, only time 
will tell if recent discus-
sions in Congress about 
banning TikTok in the 
U.S. over fears of data 
mining by the Chinese 
government—the company 
behind the app is based in 
China—could mean the 
end for a valuable channel 
where environmentalists 
have been able to reach 
younger potential sympa-
thizers here and inspire 
them to join the climate 
movement.

-CONTACTS: Carissa and 
Climate, tiktok.com/@caris-
saandclimate; EcoTok, tiktok.
com/@eco_tok.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss 
for the 501(c)3 nonprofit 
EarthTalk. See more at 
https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earthtalk.
org. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

ENJOY 100% guar-
anteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks!  Get 
4 FREE Burgers Order 
The Griller’s Bundle 
- ONLY $79.99. Call 

1-844-873-3738 mention 
code: 63281FHJ or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/

family671

High-Speed Internet. 
We instantly compare 

speed, pricing, availabili-
ty to find the best service 

for your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99/month! 

Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 

1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .50 cpm w/ 
option to make .60 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, 

Excellent Benefits, 
Home Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or www.

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber 

Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-977-

7069

DIRECTV - Switch 
and Save! $39.99/month. 
Select All-Included Pack-
age. 155 Channels. 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-888-

885-8931

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER
ISSUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions 
apply. 888-715-8176

Moving out of state 
in the next 30-60 days?  

Don’t get taken for a ride! 
Moving APT offers a 

PRICE MATCH GUAR-
ANTEE and RISK FREE 
RESERVATIONS. Car-
riers are all licensed and 
bonded. Free quote! Call 

1-844-875-1997

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 

you!! Call 24/7, 
844-284-4920

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed for SSD 

and denied, our attorneys can help 
get you approved! No money out of 

pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain freedom 
with a Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrator! 

No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaran-
teed Lowest Prices! 

Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 

866-770-6849

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.

familycourtdirect.com/Fam-
ily/Law - Low Cost Legal 
Services - Pay As You Go 
- As low as $750-$1,500 - 
Get Legal Help Now! Call 
1-888-417-4602 Mon-Fri 

7am to 4 pm PCT

DISH Network. $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 

Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 

Devices. Call today! 
1-855-551-9764

HEARING AIDS!! 
Buy one/get one FREE! 
High-quality recharge-
able Nano hearing aids 
priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly 

invisible! 45 day money 
back guarantee! 844-

932-3007

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 

for you! Our network has recovered 
millions for clients! Call today for a 
FREE consultation! 844-517-6414

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 
50 to 80). No medical exam. Af-

fordable premiums never increase. 
Benefits never decrease. Policy will 
only be cancelled for non-payment. 

833-535-1043

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ 
for cylinders and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-313-9840 

or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

Social Media Used As A Tool To 
Affect Awareness And Gain Support 

Citizen Science, What It Does To Help

Dear EarthTalk: What 
are some examples of 
citizen science in efforts 
to monitor and combat 
global warming? 

The world is getting 
warmer each year, and 
people worldwide want to 
do their bit to help. Many 
of us already are. We turn 
thermostats, bike to get 
around, recycle, and urge 
elected officials to make 
our cities greener. But 
there is one more thing any 
of us can do to fight global 
warming: it’s called citizen 
science.

Citizen science is the 
involvement of the general 
public—you, your commu-
nities, anyone who is not 
a professional scientist—in 
collecting data to support 
scientific research. Citizen 
science has actually existed 
for decades. For example, 
the National Audubon 
Society’s Christmas Bird 
Count began in 1900 to 
promote conservation. 
With the gigantic leap in 
21st century technology, 
citizen science is now truly 
invaluable in dealing with 
the climate crisis. Ordinary 
people can record and 
share vast amounts of data 
on smartphones, and identi-
fy thousands of animal and 
plant species through apps. 
They can even connect 
from remote places to share 
information about the ef-
fects of global warming on 
their local ecosystems.

In citizen science there’s 
something for everyone. 

Those concerned about 
climate can record the 
timing of flowering for 
Project Budburst. Those 
interested in oceans can 
monitor beach debris for 
the Coastal Observation 
and Seabird Survey Team 
(COASST), which studies 
how global warming has 
hurt coastal ecosystems and 
their wildlife inhabitants. 
By listening to frog calls 
for the North American 
Amphibian Monitoring 
Program (NAAMP), 
recording glacial melts in 
rural Alaska for the Indig-
enous Sentinels Network, 
or photographing mountain 
smog for the Appalachian 
Mountain Club, citizen 
scientists provide valu-
able data from all over 
the world that scientists 
couldn’t otherwise obtain.

With climate change a 
worldwide concern, citizen 
science, too, is a global 
phenomenon, especially 
useful in poor or remote 
areas where accurate 
meteorological data are 
hard to come by. In such 
places, citizen scientists are 
the best way to collect data 
useful for local needs. In 
Bangladesh, farmers record 
temperature and humid-
ity for the Transforming 
Climate Knowledge with 
and for Society (TRACKS) 
project to monitor how 
global warming harms the 
crops upon which they 
depend. In South Afri-
ca, villagers collect data 
on needed groundwater 
supplies via the Diamonds 
on the Soles of their Feet 
project.

Another promising aspect 

of citizen science is that 
it is being integrated into 
school curricula, introduc-
ing students worldwide to 
standardized measurements 
of climate change. Through 
Global Learning and 
Observations to Benefit the 
Environment (GLOBE), 
citizen scientist students 
have collected data to study 
how climate change has 
affected the earth’s energy 
balance and the spread of 
mosquito-borne diseases.

Regardless of location, 
age or nationality, citizen 
scientists are heroes in the 
worldwide effort to combat 
global warming. There is 
a wealth of information 
online that can help anyone 
find citizen science projects 
by location and project 
type so that they can get 
involved. SciStarter.org 
or CitizenScience.gov are 
good places to start the 
search.

CONTACTS: SciStarter.
org, scistarter.org/; Citizen-
Science.gov, citizenscience.
gov; Project Budburst, 
budburst.org; COASST, 
coasst.org; Appalachian 
Mountain Club, outdoors.
org; NAAMP, data.usgs.gov/
datacatalog/data/USGS:583d-
c314e4b0d1899f9dea8d; 
Indigenous Sentinels Network, 
sentinelsnetwork.org/app-pro-
grams; TRACKS, uib.no/en/
rg/tracks.

EarthTalk® is produced 
by Roddy Scheer & Doug 
Moss for the 501(c)3 non-
profit EarthTalk. See more 
at https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earthtalk.
org. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.

Want more local news coverage 
and entertainment? 

Visit us online at  
www.thepaper24-7.com  

for coverage of County Council meetings, 
school board meetings, more information on 
these stories as well as articles from your fa-
vorite columnists, such as Karen Zach, John 
Roberts, Slim Randles, Butch Dale, Carrie 
Classon, Dick Wolfsie, Tim Timmons and 

Casey Williams! 
Check back daily for updates! 

Obituary deadline
The Times publishes obituaries daily at www.

thetimes24-7.com, and in its print product every day 
with the exception of Sundays and Tuesdays.

All obituaries must come from a funeral home.
A photo may be included and should be sent as a high-

resolution JPEG. 
Daily obituary deadline is 4 p.m. for the following 

day’s print publication.
To read more obituaries, visit www.thetimes24-7.com.
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Þ KAREN From Page A1

and reading over it, 
found another child of 
these two – Benjamin A 
born in June and passed 
away in September 1828 – 
buried with his parents.

Matthias Mount was 
thrice married #1 Nancy 
Nicholson mother of eight 
of his dozen children; #2 
Charity Hunter (mother of 
four) and Mary Harris his 
third, all three marriages 
in MoCo. Matthias was 
born 26 March 1810 in 
Bull Creek, Kentucky. 
Although MM was a 
cabinet maker, he too was 
a minister. He also did 
some farming. A rather 
fun article on Rev. V. was 
in the C’ville Journal 9 
Nov 1889 suggesting that 
Rev. CH Little (Danville 
IL) would far surpass (in 
weddings performed) the 
deceased Rev. Vancleave 
who was in his 90s when 
he died. Sure had to laugh 
– some news reporters are 
just after the story, right 
or wrong and this tale sure 
had the booboos. Definite-
ly, a puffed-up mess! Rev. 
MM was only 87 when he 
died nine years after the 
article was written and he 
performed several more 
marriages as I assume 
Rev. Little did so not 
sure which won that race. 
Perhaps they weren’t even 
aware of the competition. 
Several of MM’s children 
passed young (Benjamin; 
Lovina; Joel). Others 
were John, Serena (who 
married one of Indiana’s 
best-ever judges James 
McCabe who lived in 
Warren County – three 
children at least, Nancy; 
Edwin; Charles; Sarah), 
Samuel Matthias (mar-
ried Mary Johnson here, 
went to Missouri, Kansas 
and passed away in Santa 
Monica California in 
June 1916– at least three 
children, Minnie; William 
Mathias and Charles), 
Dorcas (married John 
Hunt and had five chil-
dren, two passing young, 
the others Charles; Lula 
May and Daisy). MM’s 
other children were: Nan-
cy Jane; Sarah Adeline; 
Martha and Mary. Other 
than their names, don’t 
know much about that 
group.

Next child of Ben’s was 
James S. born Shelby Co 
KY 21 Feb 1813 and died 
fairly young at 27 Aug 
1855. His wife was even 
younger (Mary Mitch-
ell died 4 April 1844 b 
26 Sept 1816), passing 
in childbirth with their 
youngest of five chil-
dren Ben died age 20, 
Samantha married James 
Mullikan; Alfred Thomas 
married Catharine Sayler 
and parented 7 sons (Bert; 
Charles Benjamin; John 
E; James Thomas; George 
W; Samuel M and Wil-
liam H. William Newton 

son of James and Mary 
(Mitchell) died at age 20 
and their other son was 
James Brown (“Big Jim”) 
who died in bed in 1899.

Son, Thomas Jolly 
Vancleave born 14 August 
1818 in Shelby KY passed 
away 9 April 1894 in Mar-
ion County, Oregon and is 
buried there with his wife, 
Harriet Williams. Parents 
of 7 sons: Francis Marion; 
John S; William Benja-
min; Merideth; Washing-
ton Taylor; Wilson T and 
James M. Almost all of 
these sons were born in 
Scott Township, MoCo 
but James who died at 15 
days as they moved out 
to Guthrie County, Iowa 
before the Oregon move.

Mary Jane Vancleave 
was born here (Jan 1826) 
and passed away some 
time between the 1900 and 
1910 census, her husband, 
Robert Wasson living 
with their oldest son who 
remained so very close 
with them (William A; not 
sure what happened to his 
brother, Robert Morgan)

The Johnson Todd’s 
(mother Ruth Ann Van-
Cleave) had a bunch of 
kiddos, Ruth the mother of 
an even dozen (America 
Malissa; John William; 
Mary Elizabeth; Sarah 
Jane; George Washing-
ton; Isaac Shelby; Henry 
Thomas and John Wil-
liam. Johnson’s first wife, 
Mary Hanna birthed two: 
James Clayton and Sallie 
died young). Perlina never 
married passing at her 
sister’s home in MoCo 
25 Feb 1937); another of 
their sisters, Mary Ann 
died shortly after birth 
as did brothers, Samuel 
R and Andrew Jackson). 
Most of these folks stayed 
here, marrying into well-
thought-of local families 
(Davis; Griffith; Maddox; 
Servies) but their son 
Johnson Benjamin was 
back and forth even pass-
ing here and returned for 
burial with his wife, Julia 
Ann Smith.

Sarah Ellen, the young-
est of Ben and Mary’s 
children married local 
fellow, Samuel Demoret 
(Oct 1848) and Elizabeth, 
Mary and Johnson were I 
believe her children. He 
remarried and had a son 
Joseph. She died before 
she was 30.

So, there ya’ have my 
rendition of one of the 
many Ben Vancleaves, but 
this one (and his family) 
ranks among my favorites.

- Karen Zach is the editor 
of Montgomery Memories, 
our monthly magazine all 
about Montgomery County. 
Her column, Around the 
County, appears each Thurs-
day in The Paper of Mont-
gomery County. You can 
reach her at karen.zach@
sbcglobal.net.

•Waveland Fire Sta-
tion: Main Course by 
Trish Schwabe of Sunoco 
Midwest Catering

•Waveland Library: 
Entertainment

•T.C. Steele Boyhood 
home: Dessert & Night-
caps

Besides the delicious 
food, the entertainment 
is something not to be 
missed. Syncrnss Spins is 
a multi-prop flow artist, 

working with silks, LED, 
and fire! Guests will 
experience her work with 
hoops, spin fire fans, 
shoot flaming rope darts, 
and dance with silk veil 
fans. Tickets are $30 per 
person and can be pur-
chased at the Waveland 
Library (765-435-2700) 
or by calling Taelor at 
812-528-2094. Tickets 
are limited and guests 
must be 21 or older.

Sen. Tyler Johnson Moves To Seal 
Malpractice Case From Public

A state senator em-
broiled in a medical mal-
practice case wants an Al-
len County judge to block 
public access to court 
records and pause proceed-
ings while he finishes the 
legislative session. 

Sen. Tyler Johnson, 
R-Leo — an ER physician 
— said he is concerned fil-
ings in the lawsuit will be 
“manipulated or misused” 
by interested parties.

The case predates his 
election in November 
2022, and has a hearing 
scheduled in May.

On Friday, just eight 
days before the General 
Assembly must adjourn on 
April 29, Johnson’s law-
yers filed a motion to stay, 
a motion opposing summa-
ry judgment and a petition 
to prohibit public access, 
citing Johnson’s position 
as the elected senator of 
District 14 in northeastern 
Indiana.

The filings, which also 
include an affidavit from 
Johnson, appeared on a 
public docket Monday 
but had to be requested 
personally from the Allen 
County Courthouse.

Johnson, a Republican, 
declined a request for 
comment from the Indiana 
Capital Chronicle. He is 
the author of the state’s 
ban on gender-affirming 
medical care for trans-
gender teens and is also 
a plaintiff in the national 
case to block access to 
abortion medication.

Friday’s motions
Following a canceled 

pretrial conference on 
April 18, Johnson moved 
to temporarily halt the 
case and related deadlines, 
based on the “privileges 
and immunities afforded to 
Dr. Johnson as an Indiana 
state senator.”

The Indiana constitution 
bars civil proceedings 
against sitting members 
of the General Assembly 
during session, with a few 
exceptions. Additionally, 
Indiana law allows a court 
to shield records if doing 
so is in the public interest, 
if access would create sig-

nificant risk or substantial 
harm to a party, or if hav-
ing them publicized would 
influence judgment.

“In the instant case, all 
three of these concerns 
are triggered,” the filing 
argues. “… It is clear 
that various interested 
parties have publicized 
this lawsuit, needlessly 
and unfairly litigating this 
case in public media. Dr. 
Johnson’s professional and 
personal reputations have 
been damaged through 
these tactics.”

Further, Johnson’s attor-
neys said that he should be 
able to present his argu-
ments without worrying 
that the filings will be used 
against him, or impact his 
personal, professional or 
legislative lives.

Case background
The lawsuit centers 

around the death of Esper-
anza Umana, a 20-year-old 
from Fort Wayne. She 
died shortly after receiv-
ing care from Johnson 
in an emergency room 
at Parkview Regional 
Medical Center in January 
2018. 

Johnson was sued along-
side Professional Emer-
gency Physicians Inc. and 
Parkview Hospital Inc.

Umana had a history 
of asthma and signs of 
sepsis, according to court 
filings from the plaintiff. 
Those filings contend that 
Johnson “overload(ed) her 
lungs with 4 liters of fluid” 
before discharging her in 
an “unstable condition.”

The complaint alleges 
that Johnson’s “negli-
gence” resulted in Uma-
na’s cardiac arrest and 
death in January 2018. She 
left behind a newborn son.

Johnson, in an affidavit 
obtained by the Indiana 
Capital Chronicle, pushed 
back against that claim, 
saying Umana was alert 
and responsive when he 
examined her on Jan. 
22 and “demonstrated 
no apparent distress, but 
demonstrated some slight 
increased work while 
breathing.”

Johnson said he ordered 
albuterol, a lung airway di-

lator; prescription-strength 
ibuprofen; prednisone, 
a corticosteroid used for 
asthma; and promethazine, 
which is used to treat aller-
gic reactions.

Umana told Johnson 
she had improved drasti-
cally following tests and 
treatments, according 
to Johnson’s affidavit. 
Johnson said he felt it was 
appropriate to discharge 
Umana. He prescribed 
more albuterol, ibupro-
fen and prednisone, plus 
Zithromax – which treats 
bacterial respiratory infec-
tions.

“Based on Umana’s 
condition at the time I saw 
her, her death was not 
foreseeable. Had she ap-
peared too ill for discharge 
or had her presentation 
suggested any risk of a fa-
tal event, I would not have 
discharged her,” Johnson 
said in the affidavit. 

Umana’s mother, Jen-
nifer Becerra — who filed 
suit on behalf of Umana’s 
estate — disputed John-
son’s account. She said it 
contained “new facts, not 
previously disclosed to the 
medical review panel.”

Becerra’s filing earli-
er this month said that 
Umana had been to the 
emergency department 
the night before with the 
same symptoms. On the 
night she died, Becerra 
said Johnson briefly saw 
her daughter at 4 p.m. 
and “stuck his head in the 
room” at 6 p.m. 

The two accounts list 
different medications – 
including a sedative to 
relieve Umana’s anxiety – 
and treatments: Becerra’s 
filing included 3.6 liters 
of intravenous fluids for 
sepsis, delivered rapidly as 
a “bolus.” That’s nearly a 
gallon of fluid.

Becerra asserted that 
when Johnson discharged 
her daughter, she pushed 
for additional treatment. 
Johnson then ordered an-
other breathing treatment, 
according to the filing.

“During this treatment, 
(Umana)’s lungs did not 
improve,” court records 
said. “Dr. Johnson docu-

mented that (Umana) was 
‘stable’ for discharge and 
had no further wheezing, 
which is not consistent 
with the medical record.”

The lawsuit alleges that 
20 minutes after Umana 
was discharged, she went 
into respiratory distress in 
a Walgreen’s parking lot 
while filling the prescrip-
tions from Johnson, and 
died. 

The legal case
A medical review panel 

unanimously ruled in 
March 2022 that Johnson 
deviated from the “appro-
priate standard of care,” a 
rarity in malpractice cases.

Two others have previ-
ously filed complaints with 
the Indiana Department of 
Insurance against Johnson, 
but in those cases, John-
son’s peers agreed with 
his care and dismissed the 
complaints.

This case has been 
delayed numerous times, 
as reported by the Fort 
Wayne Journal-Gazette. 

According to the Indiana 
State Medical Association, 
physicians are responsi-
ble for the first $250,000 
in damages in individual 
malpractice cases under 
the state cap. The state 
Patient’s Compensation 
Fund pays the rest, which 
cannot exceed $1 million, 
putting the total cap at 
$1.25 million. 

According to a 2021 
report, the latest available, 
the fund paid $115.5 mil-
lion in 2020 across more 
than 150 claims — for an 
average payout of about 
$740,000. 

The next case action is 
scheduled for May 19: a 
hearing on the plaintiff’s 
motion for summary judg-
ment.

- Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle maintains edi-
torial independence. Follow 
Indiana Capital Chronicle on 
facebook.com/IndianaCapi-
talChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle
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“Union busting” Bill Opposed By Indiana 
Teachers Heads To Governor’s Desk

Despite weeks of rally-
ing by Hoosier teachers, 
the Indiana Senate narrow-
ly advanced a hotly-de-
bated “union-busting bill” 
to the governor’s desk 
Tuesday.

Educators and union 
leaders maintain that Sen-
ate Bill 486 will “silence 
teachers” by stripping their 
rights to discuss concerns 
over student learning with 
school administrators.

Specifically, the bill no 
longer requires school 
administrators to discuss 
topics like class sizes, 
curriculum and student 
discipline with teachers 
and their union. State law 
in place now has required 
such discussions for the 
last 50 years.

The bill was approved 
in a 27-23 vote after more 
than an hour of debate on 
the chamber floor. It’s 
not clear where Gov. Eric 
Holcomb stands on the 
issue. 

Republican lawmakers 
in favor of the proposal 
have said it’s a “deregula-
tion bill” that will em-
power administrators and 
educators. They argued 
the changes will ensure 
discussions about working 
conditions are more open 
to non-union teachers and 
are not limited to the 16 
topics in state law.

“The goal is to eliminate 
mandates that are either 
outdated or unnecessary, 
so that our state’s teachers 
can focus on educating 
Hoosier kids,” said bill 
author Sen. Linda Rog-
ers, R-Granger. “This 
bill treats educators as the 
professionals they are by 

trusting them to commu-
nicate with each other as 
partners, not as adversar-
ies, in whatever way is 
best for the local district.”

Rogers emphasized the 
legislation is supported by 
“many groups,” includ-
ing statewide associations 
representing school princi-
pals, superintendents and 
school boards.

“Some of (the current 
requirements) — it just 
takes away teachers’ time 
and prepping education-
al curriculum materials 
for their children,” said 
Sen. Liz Brown, R-Fort 
Wayne. “If we don’t 
think, at the very core, 
that our teachers have our 
students’ best interests at 
heart, then I guess we need 
to continue to microman-
age them.”

The Indiana State Teach-
ers Association (ISTA) 
pushed back, however, 
saying the bill would 
further erode teachers’ col-
lective bargaining rights. 

The state’s largest 
teachers union rallied at 
the Statehouse earlier this 
month. Dozens of teachers 
returned outside the House 
and Senate chambers in 
recent weeks, chanting 
and yelling in opposition 
as lawmakers debated and 
voted on the bill. 

The House and Senate 
sent two other bills to the 
governor Tuesday.

House Bill 1466 raises 
juror pay.

Senate Bill 35 requires a 
standalone financial liter-
acy course in high school 
starting with the class of 
2028.

But some GOP members 
opposed the measure, too. 

They held that Roger’s 
bill does little to benefit 
students and classrooms.

“Whenever I vote on 
an education bill, I try to 
ask myself a couple of 
questions. Is this going 
to provide a better, safer 
educational experience for 
children? And will it do it 
more efficiently? This bill 
does neither,” said Sen. 
Mike Bohacek, R-Michi-
ana Shores. “I see nothing 
in this bill that’s going to 
improve the educational 
outcomes for our chil-
dren.”

Republican Sen. Jean 
Leising, of Oldenburg, ad-
ditionally said lawmakers 
didn’t look closely at each 
of the current teacher-ad-
ministrator discussion 
requirements in statute, but 
instead “took language to 
the chopping block — and 
we did it without maybe 
enough people involved.”

On the other side of the 
aisle, Sen. Shelli Yoder, 
D-Bloomington, asserted 
the bill would insert more 
“chaos” into schools.

“At a time when we 
are trying to attract more 
teachers — but more 
importantly, actually keep 
the teachers that we have 
— why are we introducing 
yet more chaos into our 
local school districts and 
ignoring the cries that we 
have heard in the hall-
ways of this statehouse 
throughout the last several 
months?” she said Tues-
day.

Sen. Andrea Hunley, 
an Indianapolis Democrat 
who formerly worked as a 
school teacher and princi-
pal, added that it’s critical 
for educators to discuss 

issues like health and safe-
ty, student discipline, and 
how many hours a teacher 
works.

“What this bill is doing 
is it is taking away a for-
mal process of discussion, 
a formal process that en-
sures that there are voices 
that are heard from all par-
ties in a school building — 
from teachers who are part 
of the exclusive collective 
bargaining unit, from 
teachers who may not be, 
from building administra-
tors, and keeping in mind 
the needs of the students,” 
she said. “What the formal 
process of discussion does 
is it makes sure that there’s 
consensus in decision 
making. It makes sure that 
we are hearing multiple 
perspectives.”

Still, not all teachers 
also oppose the measure.

That includes members 
of Indiana Professional 
Educators, an association 
of teachers that oppose 
unions.

They argued that the bill 
would open teacher-admin-
istrator discussions up to 
non-union employees. Op-
ponents noted that nothing 
in the current law prohibits 
administrators from having 
such discussions with those 
teachers, though.

- Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle maintains edi-
torial independence. Follow 
Indiana Capital Chronicle on 
facebook.com/IndianaCapi-
talChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle
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