
On a hot 
afternoon in 
the summer of 
1956, my Dad 
drove me to 
the Darlington 
baseball 
diamond to 
sign me up for 
Farm League 
baseball. 
At the age 
of seven, I 
knew very 

little about the game, and when 
long-time coach Marion "Runt" 
Maxwell asked me what posi-
tion I played, I replied in no 
uncertain terms, "I bat!" Both 
of them got a pretty good laugh 
out of that, but I soon learned 
there was a lot more to the 
game than just batting.

During the next two years, I 
practiced at school and home, 
playing catch and practicing 
my batting with friends and 
neighbors. I also loved to pitch 
and often just threw at a circle 
drawn on the side of our barn. 
In the fall of 1957, the Mil-
waukee Braves won the World 
Series, with players such as 
Warren Spahn, Hank Aaron, 
Eddie Mathews, and Lew 
Burdette, and they subsequently 
became my favorite team. I also 
admired star players such as Er-
nie Banks, Mickey Mantle, and 

When you donate blood, you 
instantly become a HERO. The 
Blood you donate goes directly 
to a person in a local hospital 
that needs it to heal, recover, 
and live. This is why we love 
to remind our donors that their 
continued effort to donate blood 
each time they are eligible does 
not go unnoticed. Without you, 

Molly, Assistant Manager at Sunflower 
Herbs & Vitamins offered one of our 
roving photographers a smile, with 
Sunflower’s Readers’ Choice Award. 
Thank you for your smile!

Here’s a tip of the seed corn 
cap to Hoosier astronaut and 
Crawfordsville favorite son Joe Allen 
who was born on this date in 1937.

Darlington Library Summer Reading Program
The Darlington Library will be sponsoring its annual Summer Reading 

and Activity program for children age 12 and under through July 14th. 
The program is for kids who live in Franklin and Sugar Creek town-
ships. You may sign up in person or call the library at 794-4813 to sign 
up over the phone.
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The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Diane Thompson
for subscribing!
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Romans 12:1 “Therefore I 
urge you, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual service 
of worship.” (NASB)

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Get an exercise partner and 
challenge each other to show up 

and to foster healthy competi-
tion.

Today’s health tip was brought 
to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be 
sure to catch his column each 

week in The Paper and online at 
www.thepaper24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1From Indiana Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs; 
Indiana Veteran Families 

experiencing financial hard-
ship can apply for $500 per 
dependent child for back-to-
school expenses. Students 
must live in a veteran’s 
home. Children K-12 up to 
age 18 and Full-Time college 
students, up to age 23 qual-
ify. Must provide Application, 
DD-214, Bank Statement, 
Proof of income, Proof of 
child’s dependency, proof of 
child’s residency. Use this 
link: https://www.in.gov/
dva/files/2023-BTS-app.pdf 
to fill out the application.  .

2Mayor Barton will be 
hosting his June Com-
munity Forum TODAY 

from 4 PM-5 PM at Kathleen 
J. Steele Park. This will be 
the Mayor’s 121st communi-
ty forum. This event is open 
to the public to come ask 
questions, discuss concerns, 
and learn more about any-
thing regarding the city.

3U.S. Senator Todd 
Young (R-Ind.) is 
launching a Housing 

Affordability Tour this week 
to outline his legislative 
agenda to address the sig-
nificant shortage of afford-
able housing options in the 
United States. For years, 
Senator Young has worked 
on housing affordability 
issues in Congress. This 
week, Senator Young will 
visit Columbus, Clarksville, 
Indianapolis, Kokomo, and 
Merrillville to discuss bills he 
has introduced to increase 
housing stock, lower costs, 
and revitalize distressed 
neighborhoods.

 OBITUARIES
None

 TODAY’S JOKE
What was a popular dance in 
colonial times?
The Indepen-Dance!

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 6:19 a.m. 
SET: 9:22 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 80 °F
Low: 62 °F

Today is...
• Decide to Be Married Day

• National Bingo Day
• National Ice Cream Cake 

Day 

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1986 The 1980s U.S. 
intervention in Nicaragua is 

declared illegal. 
• 1972 Nolan Bushnell and 

Ted Dabney found Atari, Inc. 
• 1954 The world's first nu-

clear power plant is activated.  

Births On This Day
• 1869 Emma Goldman

Lithuanian/American activist, 
writer

• 1846 Charles Stewart Parnell
Irish politician, founder of the 

Irish Parliamentary Party

Deaths On This Day
• 1839 Ranjit Singh

Indian founder of the Sikh 
Empire

• 2001 Jack Lemmon
American actor, singer, 

director

BUTCH 
DALE
COLUMNIST

Your Cape Awaits!

Want TO GO?
Hoosier Heartland State 
Bank

June 29th (09:45 am - 
01:10 pm)

1400 DARLINGTON AVE
Crawfordsville East Branch

See BLOOD Page A5

Longtime Director Of Boys And Girl Club Retiring
Craig Reeves, longtime 

director and Chief Professional 
Officer of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Montgomery County 
is retiring at the end of July. 
Reeves began working for the 
club in 1988 as the Athletic 
Director. Three years later 
he was moved to the top spot 
as Executive Director. When 
Reeves came to the club, it was 
cash-strapped with a budget of 
less than $50,000 and only two 
employees. Today, the Club’s 
budget approaches $1 million, 
and Reeves manages a staff of 
more than 20 employees.

According to longtime Board 
member Bobby Horton, “It is 
impossible to exaggerate the 
profound impact that Craig has 
had on the Club, its kids, and 
our community. He has helped 
improve the lives of thousands 
of kids and has jumpstarted the 
careers of countless employees 
through his intense devotion to 
the mission of Boys and Girls 
Clubs of America and his gen-
uine concern for the welfare of 
our county’s youth. I am proud 
to have worked with him and 
am excited by the foundation 
he has set from which the Club 

can build.”
Indeed, Reeves has been 

instrumental in establishing 
partnerships and building a 
strong network of support for 
the Club, including a Capital 
Campaign that raised more than 
$2.5 million and enabled the 
club to move from an outdated 
facility on Chestnut Street to 
the beautiful facility the Club 
now occupies on Whitlock 
Avenue.

“I understand the time and 
hard work that goes into dif-

See REEVES Page A5

Photo courtesy of Feed the FaM

Community Smoke Off
July 4th weekend and BBQ's 

seem to go hand in hand.  Isaac 
Weliver of Francis and Mount 
is hosting the Montgomery Co 
first BBQ Smoke off contest.  
July 2 from 4-9 pm at Pike 
Place Plaza Crawfordsville. 
Entertainment, family activities 
food and drinks

Residents from around the 
area signed up to smoke meat 
all day then to be judged later 
that evening;  

Judges Dave "The King" 
Wilson world renowned 
comedian along with Neil 
Snyder a hometown guy from 
Crawfordsville also making 
comedy a source of his liveli-
hood. Along with other local 
residents.

Sponsors for the event are 
Francis and Mount, Crossroads 
Furniture, Stevenson’s Ace 
Hardware and Simpler times.  

All Proceeds go to Feed the 
Fam, 

***
Feed the Fam
Food and hospitality do 

so much more than fill your 
stomach. It’s a way to connect 
on all levels, it’s “Love, you 

can eat”.
The day shutdowns went into 

effect in 2020. We made two 
phone calls to see if unaffected 
businesses would be interest-
ed in supporting those on the 
frontlines. The answer was yes, 
and those were the only two 
cold calls made. Our commu-
nity instantly started supporting 
the cause and asking how they 
could help. 

In March & April, Truck-
ers couldn’t enter truck stops, 
and they are the backbone of 
America. 

Feed the FaM received 
national notoriety when we set 
up in a parking lot and fed the 
truckers by the interstate. 

Feed the FaM founder, Isaac 
Weliver says, “We still quietly 
operate, feeding individuals, 
families, and institutions in 
need.”

For the past 2 years, we have 
served Montgomery County’s 
Community Christmas Dinner, 
feeding an average of 1,500 
people on Christmas. 

So far, Feed the FaM has 
provided over 15,000 meals 
and counting!

A Magical 
Day That 
Butch Will 
Always 
Remember

See BUTCH Page A5
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Tuesday - Saturday
9 AM - 6 PM

Closed Sunday & Monday

765-307-2255 • 419 Lafayette Avenue • Crawfordsville

Bring this ad in for 

10%10%
OFFOFF

any service $299 & up

Free Estimates

Flat Roofs
Metal Roofing

New Roofs
Residential & Commercial
Roofing & Construction 

Roof Repair

DREHER’S CUSTOM 
WOODWORKING

CARPENTER HELP NEEDED
We are a small father & son company

765-230-0638
dreherscustomwoodworking.com

OLD 36Gun Store

Have lots of hard-to-find ammo!
Gold Henry Dealer

We have great inventory & prices

8804 E. Old 36 Rd
Rockville, IN

765-592-2935

765-344-1608 • RAHNCONST.COM

We are an agricultural 
service located in 

Parke County, Indiana

217-213-5122
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

ROOFING, SIDING, GUTTERS
METAL AND ASPHALT SHINGLE ROOFS

ATTIC VENTING • GUTTER INSTALLATION  • GUTTER REPAIRS 
ROOF INSPECTIONS • ROOF DAMAGE REPAIR

ROOF INSTALLATION •  ROOF REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT
STORM DAMAGE CLAIMS

 WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE CARRIERS

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

100% grassfed
Visit our website 

hoosiergrassfedbeef.com 
to order individual cuts and pick them up at the 

farm or have them shipped directly to you

Call us at 765-585-9070

MAYS
CARPET 
CLEANING

(765) 376-5908
mayscarpetscleaning.com
Check us out on Facebook!

30 years
in 

business

T
Forever

Home Training

Hours: 7 AM - 7:30 PM / 7 Days a Week

765-577-9751
Contact Derrick for training:

D& 

(765) 364-6971
1408 Darlington Avenue, Suite F

 Crawfordsville

C’ville Docs

Dawn & Friends Hodgepodge Market
antiques • jewlery • books crafts • furniture • dishes and more!

220 S Main Street in Linden • 217-450-7062

Hours
Wed & Sat : 9 am - 6 pm
Thur & Fri: 9 am - 7 pm

Sun: 10 am - 4 pm

Variety Store

101 E Main St.
Darlington

EvelynsAttic.com

Hours
Mon - Wed: Appt Only

Thur: 11 am - 5 pm
Fri: 1 pm - 5 pm

Sat: 11 am - 5 pm

Housewares • Closeouts • Antiques • Collectibles

765-418-4056
10 N Main St • Frankfort

Hours:
Monday - Friday / 7 AM - 5 PM

Saturday / 9 AM - 3 PM

Ice CreamIce Cream
Come see us for the best 

ice cream in town!

765-367-6717
720 S Grant Street • Crawfordsville

HOURS: 12 PM - 9 PM / 7 DAYS A WEEK

Butch Buys 
Antique Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL
I will buy your antique guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 

Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others
Call me anytime for a free estimate !!

John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

765-538-2001 • 4 IN-28 in Romney

Authentic Chicago Food

Owners:
Reggie & Morgan Pittman

Wed & Thur 11 am - 8 pm / Fri & Sat: 11 am - 9 pm  / Sun: 11 am - 5 pm
Closed Mondays, Tuesdays, & Holidays

 Meeting Notes

Notice Of Special Meeting
The Board of School 

Trustees of the Craw-
fordsville Community 
School Corporation will 
meet for a special meet-
ing on Thursday, June 

29, 10:30 am, at Craw-
fordsville Community 
Schools Administration 
Building, 1000 Fairview 
Ave. The public is invited 
to attend.  

PALNI Grants Support Textbook And Teaching Efforts 
Open textbook, digital 

media projects receive 
grant support.

Multiple Wabash 
College faculty and staff 
members have received 
grant support from the 
Private Academic Li-
brary Network of Indiana 
(PALNI). 

The PALNI grants, fi-
nanced with support from 
Lilly Endowment, will 
spur efforts in the areas 
of open textbook design 
and digital media alterna-
tives to written research 
papers.  

The competitive grants 
were awarded to Jennifer 
Abbott, professor of rhet-
oric, Todd McDorman, 
Dean of the College and 
professor of rhetoric, Jeff 
Beck, director of the Lilly 
Library, Andrew Taylor, 
educational technologist, 
and Laura Vogler, asso-

ciate director of the Lilly 
Library. 

Abbott, McDorman, 
and colleague David 
Timmerman, Provost, 
Chief Academic Officer, 
and professor of rhetoric 
at Carthage College, will 
develop a second edition 
of their textbook, “Public 
Speaking and Democratic 
Participation: Speech, De-
liberation, and Analysis 
in the Civic Realm (2nd 
ed).” The textbook will 
be freely available online. 

Abbott, McDorman, 
and Timmerman were 
among eight recipients of 
the PALSave Textbook 
Creation grant. 

“We believe the book’s 
emphasis on democratic 
participation through ethi-
cal and productive speech 
is more relevant than 
ever,” said Abbott. “The 
grant will help us update, 

improve, and shorten 
the first edition, while 
PALNI’s investment will 
help students save money 
and access the informa-
tion they need to thrive 
in their public speaking 
classes.” 

PALNI also award-
ed one of three Library 
Innovation Grants to Lilly 
Library.  

Support for “Beyond 
the Research Paper: 
Supporting Digital Media 
Creation at Wabash 
College,” seeks to create 
alternatives to the basic 
written research paper by 
developing a videography 
studio along with support 
and training materials. 
This project will en-
courage more faculty to 
explore digital media as 
another option for assess-
ment of student learning. 

“We are excited to 

offer a video recording 
studio to complement our 
active podcast studio.” 
said Beck. “This project 
supports the expansion 
of student digital literacy 
skills and offers stu-
dents new approaches to 
demonstrate their knowl-
edge. Faculty may also 
record their own content 
to accompany classroom 
learning and contribute to 
open pedagogical practic-
es.” 

PALNI is a non-profit 
that supports collabo-
ration for library and 
information services for 
24 colleges, universities, 
and seminaries through-
out the state. Since 1992, 
this collaboration has 
been a key avenue for 
its supported institutions 
to contain costs while 
providing more effective 
library services.

765.361.0100
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

AUTOMOTIVE

FUNERAL HOMES

ELECTRICAL

VETERANS

• Service On All Makes & Models
• Free Estimates on New Installs

• Family Owned Since 2008
• High Quality Service • Install & Repairs

765-522-4716
Roachdale, IN

WWW.MUSEHEATINGANDCOOLING.COM

Full Service 
Repair Facility

Tuesday - Saturday
9 AM - 6 PM

Closed Sundays & Mondays

765-307-2255
419 Lafayette Avenue

Crawfordsville

HOME SERVICES

HEATING & A/C

BANKING

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

AOK MERRI-Baker’s
Septic Service

and
Port-A-Lets
Septic Service
Septic Repair

Sanitation Rentals
Serving Putnam County 
& surrounding counties

765-653-2961
Monday - Friday / 8 AM - 4 PM

Office Hours

24-Hour Emergency 
Service Available

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 6/30/23

Automotive Technical Services
Best Best Alignment in TAlignment in TTown!own!TTTTT

1407 W 500 S • Crawfordsville • 765-866-7103f

SHOEMAKER FUNERAL HOME
Built in 1955 by Darwin and Mary Servies the funeral home was both their business and a 

home. At that time the address was 202 Alamo Road, Waynetown. In 1958 John Thomas came 
to work for Darwin & Mary as a Funeral Director.  By 1968 Darwin and Mary Servies built a 
new home on Garfield street in Waynetown and retired, selling the business to John and Mau-
rene Thomas. In the mid to late 1980’s John and Maurene began to think about retiring. Having 
grown up visiting her Aunt Maurene and Uncle John at the funeral home, Nancy Shoemaker 
agreed to go back to school to study mortuary science. Graduating from Mid America College 
of Mortuary Science in August 1988, Nancy began working at the funeral home that month. She 
and her husband Joe and daughter Amanda moved from Romney to Waynetown in June 1989. 
On October 1, 1991 John and Maurene Thomas retired and sold the funeral home to Nancy and 
Joe Shoemaker.

In 2006 Waynetown renamed State Road 25 from the Pioneer Cemetery to the edge of town
as Bratton Road. Thus, making the funeral home’s new physical address 202 Bratton Road. 
Nancy has just celebrated 21 years of working at the funeral home as a Funeral Director and 
Embalmer. She is also a Pre-need counselor and licensed for Pre-need Insurance sales. One 
of the things that makes this funeral home unique is that it currently has an all female staff as ff
Nancy is assisted in the daily operations of 
the business by Pam Howey. 

Through all the years and changes that 
have happened at the funeral home one thing 
has always stayed the same. Each family 
who has owned it has taken pride in their 
commitment of service and compassion. 
They have always been and continue to be 
active in the local community organizations 
and they love being a part of a small town.

10 October 2014 Open for Business

TeTeri & Joe Wri & Joe Woodrowoodrow

Est. 1958

Automotive
Technical
Services

Come see us for your 
automotive needs!

1407 W 500 S
Crawfordsville

(765) 866-7103

HOME SERVICES

MAUS
FUNERAL 

HOME
206 Water St.

Hillsboro
765-798-5555

704 Council St.
Attica

765-764-4418
mausfuneralhome.com

Burkhart
Funeral Home

201 West Wabash Ave.
Crawfordsville

(765) 362-5510

Fisher’s
DISCOUNT STORE

6492 E 850 N
Waveland

M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm
TU 8 am-8 pm

FRI & SAT 8 am-5 pm
Closed Sunday

765-435-7231

Discount groceries, 
bulk foods, meat & cheese

MEADOW SALES

765-569-0777
1916 N. Nyesville Rd.

Rockville, IN 

BOOTS & CARHARTT

MACHINING

Williams Tool Machine Corp.

(765) 676-5859
54 W Main Street • Jamestown

williamstoolmachine.com

Monday - Saturday • 6:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Closed Sunday

NURSING HOMES

WELLBROOKE
OF CRAWFORDSVILLE

765-230-3755
517 Concord Road • Crawfordsville

KING’S
Repair, LLC

765-597-2015
5947 County Rd 350 E • Marshall

Plumbing Supplies
Bath tubs, vanities, toilets 

& water heaters

Pet Food & Supplies
Softener Salt

Bar & Chain Oil• Hydraulic Oil
Motor Oil • Electrical • Bolts

Custom-made Hydraulic Hoses

Bar Stock Steel
Channel • Angle • Flat

Pipe • Sheet Metal

Custom Hardwoods

765-918-1039

Custom Sawing & Drying
Flooring & Trim
Made to Order

Bellmore
Country Store
6987 US 36

Rockville

765-344-1520
Monday - Friday

9 AM - 5 PM

PHOTOGRAPHY

Traveling Photographer

Wedding
Maternity Shoots

Baby Pictures
& More

765-276-7684

FEATURED BUSINESS

RETAIL

HOME SERVICES

CONTRACTORS
PAVING & SEALING
812-498-8001
Asphalt Repair • Patching

Sealcoating • Painted Lines
Top quality work at affordable rates

Servicing churches, schools, commercial 
and residential customers

Bellmore
Country Store
6987 US 36

Rockville

765-344-1520
Monday - Friday

9 AM - 5 PM
RETAIL

Contact our advertising department  at 765-361-0100 ext. 1 
to be included in our next Service Directory.

FUNERAL HOMES

Compassionate guidance
 IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

We provide complete funerals, cremations and memorial 
services, helping you handle all the details of your love 

one’s final arrangements with the utmost care and dignity.

Our family caring for yours.

SANDERS PRIEBE FUNERAL CARE
315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN • (765) 362-6849

SANDERS SHOEMAKER FUNERAL CARE 
202 Bratton Road, Waynetown, IN 47990 • 765-234-2224

SANDERS FUNERAL CARE 
203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN 47952 • 765-397-3499

Compassionate guidance
 IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

We provide complete funerals, cremations and memorial 
services, helping you handle all the details of your love 

one’s final arrangements with the utmost care and dignity.

Our family caring for yours.

SANDERS PRIEBE FUNERAL CARE
315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN • (765) 362-6849

SANDERS SHOEMAKER FUNERAL CARE 
202 Bratton Road, Waynetown, IN 47990 • 765-234-2224

SANDERS FUNERAL CARE 
203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN 47952 • 765-397-3499

Compassionate guidance
 IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

We provide complete funerals, cremations and memorial 
services, helping you handle all the details of your love 

one’s final arrangements with the utmost care and dignity.

Our family caring for yours.

SANDERS PRIEBE FUNERAL CARE
315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN • (765) 362-6849

SANDERS SHOEMAKER FUNERAL CARE 
202 Bratton Road, Waynetown, IN 47990 • 765-234-2224

SANDERS FUNERAL CARE 
203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN 47952 • 765-397-3499

Sanders
FUNERAL CARE

Our family caring for yours.



Dear EarthTalk: Is 
it really a good idea to 
burn parcels of land on 
purpose in order to pre-
vent the spread of actual 
wildfires? 

Burning parcels of land 
intentionally, known as 
controlled burning, has 
long been a controversial 
practice aimed at reducing 
the risk of larger, uncon-
trolled wildfires. The idea 
is to eliminate accumulated 
flammable material like 
dead vegetation, brush and 
smaller trees, before it can 
fuel a destructive wildfire. 
But the effectiveness and 
potential drawbacks are 
subjects of ongoing debate 
among experts.

Proponents argue that 
controlled burns can mimic 
natural fire cycles, which 
play a vital role in main-
taining ecosystem health. 
Fire-adapted plant species 
have evolved to rely on 
periodic burns to clear 
out competition, recycle 
nutrients and promote new 
growth. By reintroducing 
fire in a controlled man-
ner, proponents say that 
we can restore ecological 
balance and reduce the 
likelihood of catastroph-
ic wildfires. Moreover, 
controlled burns can help 
mitigate the intensity and 
spread of wildfires by cre-
ating firebreaks, barriers to 
stop or slow down an ap-
proaching fire. By remov-
ing potential fuel sources, 
firefighters gain a tactical 
advantage in managing 
wildfires, allowing them to 
better suppress and contain 
the flames.

However, there are valid 
concerns and criticisms 
regarding the practice of 
intentional burning. One 
key concern is the poten-
tial for controlled burns to 
escape control and become 
uncontrolled wildfires 
themselves. Despite metic-
ulous planning and execu-
tion, there is always a risk 
of fire spreading beyond 
the intended boundaries, 
especially under unpredict-
able weather conditions. 
Furthermore, some argue 
that prescribed burning 
may have unintended con-
sequences for biodiversity. 
While certain fire-adapted 
species benefit from con-
trolled burns, other sensi-
tive or non-adapted species 
may suffer negative 
impacts. This is particular-

ly concerning in areas with 
high levels of biodiversity, 
where the loss of rare or 
endangered species can 
have far-reaching ecologi-
cal consequences.

Another consideration 
is air quality. Controlled 
burns release smoke and 
particulate matter into the 
atmosphere, which can 
pose health risks to nearby 
communities, especially 
individuals with respira-
tory conditions. Although 
measures are taken to 
minimize these impacts, 
the scale and frequency of 
prescribed burns must be 
carefully managed to avoid 
significant air pollution and 
subsequent health issues.

Additionally, there are 
concerns about the long-
term effects of controlled 
burning on carbon emis-
sions and climate change. 
While controlled burns 
release carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere, some 
argue that the emissions 
are offset by the reduction 
in larger, uncontrolled 
wildfires. However, the 
overall carbon balance 
and net effect on climate 
change remain complex 
and subject to ongoing 
scientific study.

Given the complexity of 
the issue, it is crucial to 
consider local conditions, 
scientific research, and to 
involve stakeholders in the 
decision-making process 
to strike a balance be-
tween preventing wildfires 
and minimizing potential 
drawbacks. If wildfires are 
an issue in your region, 
your state probably has 
its own “prescribed fire 
council”—a group of local 
experts on forestry and fire 
—that may be able to help 
educate otherwise skeptical 
neighbors, planners and 
city/town councils on the 
merits of controlled burns.

CONTACTS: Coalition of 
Prescribed Fire Councils, 
prescribedfire.net; Nearly 1 
million Washington homes 
are at risk from wildfires; 
here’s why we’re not winning 
the fire fight, spokesman.
com/stories/2020/oct/19/
investigate-west-nearly-1-mil-
lion-homes-at-risk-fr/.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss 
for the 501(c)3 nonprofit 
EarthTalk. See more at 
https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earthtalk.
org. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.

Since 
Donald 
Trump 
descended 
the escala-
tor in 2015 
to kick off 
this polit-
ical era, 
I've sought 
a historic 
parallel, a 

similar personality who 
captured the hearts and 
minds of many Hoosiers. 
That politician is David 
C. Stephenson, who in 
two short years after he 
showed up in Evansville 
in 1922 from the Southern 
Plains, created a shadow 
government in the 1924 
election. Many of us first 
read about D.C. Stephen-
son in John Bartlow Mar-
tin's 1949 book "Indiana: 
An Interpretation." Martin 
opened his introduction of 
the 33-year-old "Steve" or 
the "Old Man" this way: 
On April 2, 1925, D.C. 
Stephenson was arrested. 
It is almost impossible 
20-odd years later to 
recall how incredible that 
seemed. David C. Ste-
phenson, Grand Dragon 
on the Ku Klux Klan, 
had said with reason, “I 
am the law in Indiana.” 
Less than a year earlier 
the Klan had won political 
control of the state. Its rul-
er was Stephenson, a man 
probably without precise 
counterpart in American 
history. Martin continued: 
"He knew all the tricks. 
He called himself the fore-
most mass psychologist 
of his time. His ambition 
was to the president of the 
United States” on the 1928 
Republican nomination. 
“Who dares to say with 
certainty he would have 
failed."

There's been a revival a 
century later on Stephen-
son's legacy with Timothy 
Egan's new book, "A 
Fever in the Heartland: 
The Ku Klux Klan's Plot 

to Take Over America and 
the Woman Who Stopped 
Them." Egan is a Pulit-
zer Prize-winning New 
York Times columnist and 
author who describes the 
Grand Dragon this way: 
"Charm oozed from him 
like grease from a sizzling 
sausage." Egan continues: 
“He had been elected to 
no office, appointed to no 
board, hired by no police 
department or district at-
torney, named to no court 
or panel of judges. The 
only oath he had taken was 
the one sworn by up to six 
million men nationwide 
who donned full-length 
robes and covered their 
faces in 16-inch conical 
hoods, formally vowing 
to 'maintain forever white 
supremacy.' In 1925, if 
you were not a knight 
in the KKK, you did not 
belong. "The Klan owned 
the state and Stephenson 
owned the Klan," Egan 
writes. "Cops, judges, 
prosecutors, ministers, 
mayors, newspaper editors 
- they all answered to the 
Grand Dragon. Ed Jack-
son, the Republican whose 
name had first appeared 
on membership rolls of 
the Klan in 1923 had been 
swept into the governor’s 
office. He owed it all to 
D.C. Stephenson." And 
Martin revealed what was 
at stake: “The Klan waged 
righteous war on Bolshe-
viks, Catholics, Jews, 
Negroes, bootleggers, 
pacifists, evolutionists, 
foreigners and all per-
sons who it considered 
immoral." Egan picks up 
the narrative as he writes 
of Hoosier families over 
several generations finding 
KKK garb stored in musty 
boxes in their attics: 
"They would tell them-
selves that the vast Klan 
of the American Midwest 
was nonviolent, casually 
cruel at worst, that its 
members were hayseeds 
and dupes and chuckle-

heads. None of it was 
true. “They harassed and 
threatened Catholic clergy 
and nuns,” Egan contin-
ues. “They passed laws to 
prevent Black people from 
moving into their neigh-
borhoods. They bombed 
homes and set fires."

While 400,000 Hoosiers 
would don the white robes 
and control the General 
Assembly, the congres-
sional delegation, city 
halls, courthouses, sheriff 
departments and scores of 
protestant churches all fell 
sway to D.C. Stephenson, 
there were significant 
pockets of resistance. 
Journalists such as George 
Dale of the Muncie 
Post-Democrat, Patrick H. 
O'Donnell who published 
Tolerance and John Ni-
black of the Indianapolis 
Times outed Klan public 
officials. Five-foot-two 
Dr. Joseph Fink, rabbi of 
Terre Haute Temple of Is-
rael, showed up at a cross 
burning, defiantly telling 
300 Klansmen they were 
cowards to cover their 
faces and un-American 
for violating the Bill of 
Rights. Notre Dame quar-
terback Harry Stuhldreher 
(one of the famed "Four 
Horsemen") battled the 
Klan with potatoes when 
they threatened to over-
run campus, creating the 
nickname "Fighting Irish." 
Marion County Prose-
cutor Will Remy vowed 
to bring the Klan down 
after he rejected a loyalty 
test following the 1924 
election. And then there 
was 28-year-old Madge 
Oberholtzer, a Statehouse 
Department of Public 
Instruction employee, who 
was attacked, raped and 
defiled, with Stephenson 
chewing on her breasts 
and tongue, prompting her 
to take poison after he had 
kidnapped her by train to 
Hammond. Her "dying 
declaration" compelled a 
jury in Klan-dominated 

Noblesville to convict the 
Grand Dragon.

"Without her, the dark 
assertion that finally shook 
Indiana from the grip of 
the Klan, the words that 
defined how a citizen-run 
government could be taken 
over by a silken-voiced 
sexual predator — I am 
the law — might never 
have been widely known," 
Egan writes.

Egan hints at the histor-
ical parallels I mentioned 
in the lead paragraphs, 
connecting two political 
movements a century 
apart by naming the Grand 
Dragon, but not the 45th 
president of the United 
States, who now faces 
more than 70 criminal 
charges and was convict-
ed of sexual misconduct 
in a civil trial. "What if 
the leaders of the 1920s 
Klan didn't drive public 
sentiment, but rode it?" 
Egan asks. "A vein of 
hatred was always there 
for the tapping. It's still 
there, and explains much 
of the madness threatening 
American life a hundred 
years after Stephenson 
made a mockery of moral 
principles in the Heart-
land.”

We've seen political 
movements come and go 
in Indiana, with national 
politicians like Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Robert F. 
Kennedy, Ronald Rea-
gan and Barack Obama 
stoking huge rallies across 
Indiana. Donald Trump 
remains as influential as 
any of them in Indiana, a 
kingmaker who can sway 
an election just by show-
ing up at North Side Gym 
or the Southport Field-
house, even as he faces an 
array of state and federal 
criminal charges.

-Brian Howey is manag-
ing editor of Howey Politics 
Indiana/State Affairs. Find 
Howey on Facebook and 
Twitter @hwypol.
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-

cellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.
boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site 
will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271

Déjà Vu In America’s Heartland Risks And Rewards 
Of Controlled Burns

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease. 
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“Won-
der 
what the 
count is 
today,” 
said 
Herb. 
“Sure is 
hot.”

We 
sipped 

simultaneously, as is 
our wont, and stared at 
our friend. “What count 
would that be?” asked 
Steve.

“The BTU count, 
of course,” said Herb. 
“Those are British ther-
mal units, you know. It’s 
how heat is measured.”

Leave it to Herb. There 
doesn’t appear to be any 
coffee-drinking topic that 
Herb can’t make com-
pletely obscure.

“I was just getting used 
to the difference between 
Fahrenheit and Celsius,” 
our cowboy, Steve, said.

“I always eat my Cel-
sius with peanut butter on 
it,” said Doc.

“Doc made a joke!” 
came the coffee-counter 
chorus. That was unusual 
because Doc was con-
sidered by most of us as 
the chief justice of the 
supreme court of darn 
near everything because 
of all the initials after his 
name.

Windy Wilson got up 
slowly and stiffly, walked 

over to the phone sitting 
on the cashier’s counter, 
and dialed a number. He 
nodded and came back 
to the other members of 
the world dilemma think 
tank.

“97,” he said, taking 
a sip,

“97 what?”
“Degrees. Right now. 

Outside. According to 
that girl’s voice on the 
hotline number I called.”

“Fahrenheit?”
“Don’t know,” Windy 

said.
“Kelvin?”
“Kelvin who?”
“Rankine?”
“She didn’t say. Just a 

recordin’ on the phone, 
you know…”

“Number of British 
thermal units?”

“I don’t care how they 
do it in Britain,” Windy 
said. “Hotter right here, 
anyway.”

“Might be Celsius,” 
said Herb.

Doc looked up from the 
depths of his coffee, “Not 
without peanut butter it 
isn’t.”

Some onlookers just 
enjoy a short stack and try 
to figure out what we’re 
talking about. It could 
become a passion or trend 
or something.

--------
-Looking at the thermome-

ter? When ignorance is bliss, 
‘tis folly to be wise.
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The Paper of Montgomery County
presents

TELETHON
2023Emceed by Emmy-award winner Mike Haynes

TUESDAY, JULY 18TH  • 7 AM - 7 PM
MASONIC CORNERSTONE GRAND HALL & EVENT CENTER

Local Acts • Musical Talent • Media Personalities • Interviews
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HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS 
HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS Opens 12/18

WONDER WOMAN 1984 Opens 12/25
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NIGHTLY @ 7:15

NOW PLAYING

TALENT WANTED
We are looking for magicians, singers, musicians, and more! 

Would you like to be a part of the first-ever newspaper telethon in Crawfordsville?
Drop off or e-mail your demo tape or just a letter of interest to

 The Paper, 127 E. Main St. in Crawfordsville or you can e-mail ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com.
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NOW PLAYING

A limited number of Telethon sponsorships are available! 
E-mail ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com for more infomation.Interested in 

becoming a sponsor?

Join us on July 18th online or in-person to 
purchase your subscription to the only locally 

owned newspaper in Montgomery County!

Þ BUTCH  From Page A1

Willie Mays...just to 
name a few. It was about 
this time that I also started 
collecting Topps baseball 
cards, which cost 5 cents 
a pack.

In 1961 when I was 12 
years old, one of Dad's 
friends, Eugene "Beaner" 
Hampton, the Darlington 
postmaster, asked Dad if 
he would like to go see 
a Cubs baseball game at 
Wrigley Field in Chicago. 
Beaner was a fanatical 
Cubs fan, and his team 
was playing against the 
Milwaukee Braves. He 
was taking his son, Bill, 
and he told Dad that my 
brother Gary and me were 
welcome to come along 
if we wanted to. Did we 
ever...we couldn't wait!

On that day, we all 
packed into Beaner's car 
for the two and a half 
hour ride to Chicago. 
We three boys took our 
baseball mitts in the hope 
of catching a foul ball or 
home run as a souvenir. 
There was a large crowd 
on that sunny afternoon 
as we climbed the stairs 
to reach our seat on the 
second floor balcony. The 
Braves were practicing 
on the field, and the first 
player I spied was my 
hero...Eddie Mathews, 
taking grounders at third 
base. My heart was 
pounding as I watched 
Hank Aaron, Felix 
Mantilla, Joe Adcock, Joe 
Torre, and Roy McMillan 
practicing before my very 
eyes...and then out came 
the Cubs players...Ernie 
Banks, Richie Ashburn, 
Billy Williams, Don 
Zimmer, and the others. I 
honestly could not believe 
I was actually at a major 
league baseball game!

I was so mesmerized 
that afternoon that I didn't 
pay much attention to the 
score. But I remember 
that Don Zimmer fouled 
off a pitch which came in 
my direction. We were 
sitting right at the edge of 
the balcony. I stuck out 
my baseball mitt to try 
to catch the ball, but the 
man sitting next to me 
caught it...DANG! I also 
remember that Warren 
Spahn, one of my favorite 
pitchers, won the game 

and also hit a line-drive 
home run! I wanted to be 
like him!

On the return trip back 
home, I couldn't wait 
to tell all of my friends 
about my adventures at 
Wrigley Field. I tried to 
imitate Warren Spahn's 
pitching style, and I 
practiced my batting to 
emulate Eddie Mathews, 
Ernie Banks, and Hank 
Aaron. I was going to be 
in the major leagues when 
I grew up!

But alas, it was not 
to be. I did play Pony 
League and high school 
baseball. I was never a 
consistent batter, but I 
did manage to hit a few 
home runs through the 
years. I became a fair-
ly decent pitcher and 
actually threw a couple of 
no-hitters in high school. 
I believe I could possibly 
have played college ball; 
however, I was married 
and had to work when I 
was attending Purdue and 
never gave baseball a try.

After attending that 
Braves-Cubs game in 
1961, I wanted desper-
ately to see another major 
league game...perhaps 
the New York Yankees 
vs. Baltimore Orioles...
two more of my favorite 
teams. But it was never to 
be. Farming in the early 
1960s was not profitable. 
Dad took two other part-
time jobs just to make 
ends meet, and tickets for 
a major league game were 
out of the question. I un-
derstood. Anyway...I had 
seen my heroes in person 
that summer. I loved it...
and I have never forgotten 
that day. Two of my boys 
have taken me to see a 
couple of major league 
games in the past few 
years. I told them that if 
I make it to Heaven some-
day, I hope God has some 
major league baseball 
games up there for me 
to watch every now and 
then!

- John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been 
the librarian at Darlington 
the past 32 years, and is a 
well-known artist and author 
of local history.

Photo courtesy of Butch Dale

Doc Made A Joke Þ REEVES  From Page A1

ferent things and 
projects by our Club as 
a whole; including, the 
Club’s staff, Club mem-
bers, board members, 
and even by families and 
friends, and recruited 
volunteers . . . all of who 
choose to help out during 
a time in need,” Reeves 
explained.

The Boys Club, as it 
was called when it opened 
its Crawfordsville doors 
in the mid-1950s, has 
grown exponentially 
under Reeves’ watch. 
Before he arrived, mem-
bers primarily came from 
children who lived within 
walking distance of the 
Chestnut facility. 

Today, the Club serves 
kids from all three school 
corporations on a daily 
basis, and membership 
has tripled in size, to 
more than 3,000 mem-
bers. The After School 
Program has grown from 
around three dozen kids 
to 150, and the Summer 
Program has gone from 
30 to 130.

“The Club is a great 
facility with financial 
stability, both of which 
should be celebrated with 
wonderful things on the 
horizon,” Reeves said. “It 
is exciting and an answer 
to prayer for so many! 
All of this because of the 
great support and work 
we have accomplished 
over the last 35 years.”

Reeves has garnered 
many awards and honors 
over the years, including 
being named Professional 
of the Year by the Boys & 
Girls Club of America.

“I am thankful of the 
impact that we have made 
in the lives of so many 
kids and their families,” 
Reeves said. “You may 
know many of them, 
but their stories are all 
their own. 8I feel blessed 
when they randomly sit 
in my office for me to 
return from a meeting or 
they stay on hold while 
I’m on another call with 
someone. It’s not about 

me, I truly enjoy hearing 
about how the Club has 
made a difference in their 
lives. I’m proud of those 
kids with their success 
stories . . . but I also have 
compassion and empathy 
for those that share their 
lesser stories and the fact 
that they reach out to 
talk about them. It is and 
always has been about the 
Club.

“We are thankful and 
grateful for our entire 
community for supporting 
us and the children that 
we serve,” Reeves added. 
“I have been blessed 
with having dedicated 
and caring staff members 
who did all the import-
ant work. I am grateful 
for our past and present 
board members who gave 
a 23-year-old kid a chance 
as well as all for the vol-
unteers who coached our 
athletic teams and helped 
out at our special events, 
community dinners, after-
school and more.

And the Club’s board 
is certainly thankful for 
Reeves’ work at the Club. 
Current Board President, 
and former “club kid”, 
Troy Mitchell notes, “I 
would like to express my 
gratitude to Craig, and his 
family, for their dedicated 
service of 35 years at the 
Club. 

Throughout his ten-
ure, Craig has devoted a 
substantial amount of time 
and effort, sometimes at 
the expense of his own 
family, for the betterment 
of the Club. Most people 
strive to leave something 
better than they found it, 
and Craig has undoubt-
edly achieved that. I wish 
Craig nothing but the best 
in all his future endeav-
ors.”

The Board of Directors 
will hold a celebratory 
Open House in honor of 
Craig on Friday, August 
4th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 
pm at the Club’s Whitlock 
Avenue facility. His final 
day is scheduled for July 
28.

Þ BLOOD  From Page A1

our community 
wouldn't be the same!

We still urgently need 
help recovering our Indi-
ana community blood sup-
ply. While we have seen 
an improvement in our 

inventory, ALL donations 
in the next month are vital 
to rebuilding a healthy 
blood supply.

Join us at our next 
blood drive and be a hero 
for local patients in need.
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