< TODAY’S VERSE

Nahum 1:7 The Lord is good,
a strong hold in the day of
trouble; and He knoweth
them that trust in Him.

< FACES or
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

T
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Molly, Assistant Manager at Sunflower
Herbs & Vitamins offered one of our
roving photographers a smile, with
Sunflower's Readers’ Choice Award.
Thank you for your smile!

< THREE THINGS
You Should Know:

From Indiana Depart-
1 ment of Veteran Affairs;

Indiana Veteran Families
experiencing financial hard-
ship can apply for $500 per
dependent child for back-to-
school expenses. Students
must live in a veteran’s
home. Children K-12 up to
age 18 and Full-Time college
students, up to age 23 qual-
ify. Must provide Application,
DD-214, Bank Statement,
Proof of income, Proof of
child’s dependency, proof of
child’s residency. Use this
link: https://www.in.gov/
dva/files/2023-BTS-app.pdf
to fill out the application. .

Reed says it is import-
2ant to have veterinar-

jans from all walks of
life in order to best serve
patients and their animals.
People are likely to gravitate
toward and be more com-
fortable with professionals
who look like them. Reed
says this is also important
when inspiring the next
generation of veterinarians.
Potential students are more
likely to express interest in
the field if they see people
like them making a dif-
ference. Most people are
familiar with the idea of vets
taking care of pets and farm
animals, but Reed says the
job is much more than that.
Since 60% of all infectious
diseases originate from
animals, veterinarians also
play a large role in protecting
human health.

Jennifer Smith is a clin-
3 ical associate professor

of special education in
Purdue University’s College
of Education. In this video,
she explains the teacher
shortage and its effects on
education. Currently, fewer
students want to be teachers
and there are not enough
graduates to fill open teach-
er positions. Smith says the
lack of consistent teachers
in the classroom is nega-
tively impacting students,
especially following the pan-
demic. The U.S. has seen
lower scores than before the
pandemic on the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress, an assessment
given to students, usually in
fourth and eighth grades,
to test math and language
arts skills. Smith says these
low scores are exacerbated
by the teacher shortage.
Smith also says we must
consider teacher salaries in
order to combat the teacher
shortage, citing the disparity
between minimum teacher
salaries and inflation-ad-
justed wages from 2019.
To support teachers, Smith
recommends parents form
positive relationships with
their children’s teachers
and play an active role in
communication. Smith also
recommends that anyone in-
terested in a career in teach-
ing reach out to universities
and talk with faculty.
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LWVMC Invites Public: Lunch
With The League & Well Read
Citizen Book Club Meet This Week

The League of Women
Voters of Montgomery County
invites the community to join
us for two engaging public pro-
grams happening this week.

On Wednesday, August 2 at
7 pm in St. John’s Fellowship
Hall (212 S. Green Street) the
Well Read Citizen’s Book Club
will discuss the young life of
fictional Sarah Smolinsky (pro-
tagonist of The Bread Givers).
On Friday, August 4 at noon
in Fusion 54, Lunch with the
League presents Crawfordsville
Mayor Todd Barton to update
the community on what’s hap-
pening in our city.

Wednesday’s book discussion
of The Bread Glvers by Anzia
Yezierska will be led by Dr.
Warren Rosenberg who invites
participants to come whether
they’ve read the novel or not.

After a century of voting
rights, women take certain
things for granted. Despite
this enfranchisement, many
questions remain about wom-
en’s autonomy. The Bread
Givers takes us back a century
to meet a young woman born
into poverty and oppression as
the fourth daughter of Eastern
European Jewish immigrants in
New York City’s Lower East
Side. Sarah is constrained by
family obligations, economic
status, and the strict religious
culture into which she was
born. Her father is a reli-
gious scholar and teacher who

ANTIA YEZIERSKA

BREAD GIVERS

Photo courtesy of LWV

Cover of Bread Givers by Anzia
Yezierska

presides over his family with
implacable paternal authority.
Unwilling to be caught up
in an arranged marriage and
servitude, Sarah boldly leaves
home and labors hard and long
to create an independent desti-
ny. Her hard-won striving for
professional independence and
her climb out of poverty come
with big questions, questions
we still ask today: can one ever
leave family, religious heritage,
and a hard scrabble life behind?
“Old ways” may haunt a New
American Woman of any era,
even in 2023. The Bread Givers
was published in 1925.

> See LEAGUE Page A5

Butch Says To
Take It Easy
On Your Little
Ballplayer

When I was
growing up
in the 1950s
and '60s, 1
played every
sport that
my school
offered. Like
the other small

BUTCH
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three sports...
baseball, basketball, and track,
although three schools did start
up football teams in the late
1960s. I enjoyed participating
in all three, and was fairly
successful at each, being named
the county's most outstanding
athlete during my senior year in
1966. Back in those days, when
the season was over, I was glad
I could relax several weeks
before the next sport started up.
And unlike today, there was
no mandatory weight training,
clinics, supervised practice, etc.
during the off season...and I
was glad!

Although my parents support-
ed my participation in athletics,
they never forced me to play.
My Dad watched most of my
baseball and basketball games
through the years, but I don't
recall him ever watching a
track meet. My mother never
watched me play in any sport
in all of those years. She was
too busy taking care of my four
younger siblings, managing
the household, helping on the
farm, and doing her artwork
for people. Believe it or not,
Dad never offered any advice
or suggestions with regards to
improving my athletic skills,
even though he had been an
above average athlete in high
school himself. He never criti-
cized me if I did poorly, and he
never praised me if I performed
well. He believed this was the
coach's job. Dad had served
in the army in Europe during
WWIL. In General Patton's
Third Army, he had fought
the Germans and witnessed the
horrors of war first hand. He
was happy to come back safe
and sound and in one piece.
Some of his soldier buddies
never made it back. He realized

> See BUTCH Page A5
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The Daily
Almanac

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 6:44 a.m.
SET: 9:03 p.m.

+ —
é
High/Low
Temperatures

High: 85 °F
Low: 61 °F

Today is...
¢ Play Ball Day
® Spider-Man Day
® World Lung Cancer Day

What Happened
On This Day
* 1981 Music Television is
launched. The channel, pop-
ularly known as MTV was
mostly known for showing
music videos and for being
hosted by Video Jockeys.
® 1936 The XI Summer
Olympics are opened in Ber-
lin by Adolf Hitler. Initially,
Jews and people of African
descent were to be barred
from the games, however,
a boycott was threatened by
several countries and the
German organizers relent-
ed. 18 African-American
athletes, including James
"Jesse" Owens and Matthew
"Mack" Robinson, placed
well in the track and field
events, winning several
medals.
¢ 1834 Slavery abolished in
British Empire. The Slavery
Abolition Act 1833 came
into force a year after it was
passed by the British Parlia-
ment. The act was repealed
in 1998.

Births On This Day
® 1942 Jerry Garcia
American singer-songwriter,
guitarist
¢ 1819 Herman Melville
American writer

Deaths On This Day
® 1970 Frances Farmer
American actress
¢ 1714 Anne, Queen of
Great Britain

< HONEST HOOSIER

Welcome to August - the month
we used to chuckle at schools
starting too early. Little did we
know, huh? Let’s go back to starting
after Labor Day! All those in favor
raise their hands

< TODAY’S HEALTH TIP
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Do you spend a lot of time

at a computer? Set a timer to
take breaks every half hour or so
to help prevent repetitive strain
injuries. [~

Today’s health tip was brought
to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be
sure to catch his column each
week in The Paper and online at
www.thepaper24-7.com.

< OBITUARIES

8 ||51 246"00100™ 5

Th

< INSIDE
TODAY’S
EDITION

Service Directory...A3
Capital Chronicle..A4
Classifieds............ A4
Slim Randles......... A5
Earth Talk.............. A5

T Ho,
&% Og,
&,

< THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE

Schools Are Starting Soon:

School supply lists are posted on school websites and there are
special sections in shops for Back To School.

< TODAY’S QUOTE

at night there is lightning, but it quivers all alone.” — Natalie

The Paper appreciates all our customers.

Today, we'd like to personally thank
Diane Thompson
for subscribing!

he Paper

Babbitt

< TODAY’S JOKE

“The first week of August hangs at the very top of summer, the \What are a teacher's favorite three
top of the live-long year, Ike the highest seat of a Ferris wheel words:
when it pauses in its turning. The weeks that come before are  june, July and August.
only a climb from balmy spring, and those that follow a drop to
the chill of autumn, but the first week of August is motionless,
and hot. It is curiously silent, too, with blank white dawns and
glaring noons, and sunsets smeared with too much color. Often
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Witham Volunteer Organization Hosts Recruitment Fair!

We are growing our
team! Join us for the
Witham Volunteer Or-
ganization Volunteer Re-
cruitment Fair being held
on Tuesday, August 22,
2023 from 11a-1p at the
main entrance and Beck
Room of Witham Health
Services in Lebanon.

Looking for something
to do? Want to give back
to your community and
develop new relationships
with others? An important
part of the Witham team
is our volunteers! With-
am volunteers provide
assistance in many ways
throughout the hospital to
help us provide the best
possible care and experi-
ence for our patients and
guests.

Witham is always look-
ing for new volunteers to
join our team! Volunteer-
ing is a great way to foster
community involvement
while helping others.

The volunteer program

at Witham has been in
existence for nearly 100
years, and volunteers have
always made a tremen-
dous impact at Witham,
giving of their time and

talents.

Some of the many
volunteer service areas
available include, (but are
not limited to), patient
transport, guest services
representative, retail sales
associate, administrative
assistant, Dietary aid, Re-
hab aid, OB aid, pastoral
care and chaplaincy, and
so much more! Volunteers
work in four-hour shifts
from either 8a-12p, 12p-
4p or 10a-2p (based on
the location), at least one
day per week. Volunteers

will also participate in a
one-day orientation, de-
partment-specific training,
and annual mandatory
education.

Volunteer perks include
a $7 complimentary meal
for every 4-hour shift,
participation at the an-
nual meeting and awards
ceremony luncheon,
celebration of National
Healthcare Volunteer
Week, participation at the
annual holiday luncheon,
and various other events
throughout the year! Other

Photo courtesy of Witham
volunteer benefits include
a discount at the Wa-
terfall’s Edge Gift Shop
and Pavilion Boutique.
The Volunteer Organi-
zation also hosts many
fun events throughout
the year! Come see what
the Witham Volunteer
Organization is all about,
ask questions and re-
ceive materials about the
program. You may also
sign up the same day! We
thank you in advance for
your interest to volunteer
at Witham!

16 years
experience
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‘Beiler’s
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| Roofing & Woodworks
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765;346:0836

license & Insured  3rd Generation - Family Owned & Operated
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PROUDLY
MADE IN THE USA

J1/-0ld-3634

ZACHFLOYD6@GMAIL.GOM

METAL ROOFING NEW CONSTRUCTION
SIDING PLUMBING
GUTTERING ELEGTRICAL
ROOM ADDITIONS REMODEL
GUSTOM KITCHEN POLE BARNS
CUSTOM BATHS CONGRETE

=
We offer sales, service
y y
and installation

Flagpoles * Flags * Solar Lights
Flagpole Parts & Hardware

ePaper2d-1.con

sell itin the classifieds.

169.361.0100
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| WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

I’m the KEY to your new home!
If you are ready to find yours or know
someone who is, give me a call.
| can’t wait to hear from you!

CLARK DALE &

www.exprealty.com &%
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

"% CLAYTON'MORGAN
S LOGGING
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Interior/Exterior Painting * Power Washing * Light Clean Up

1,0k 3

QUALIT
PAINTING

765-225-1409
Fully Tnouned * Beot Prices rhround

"The Tire Professionals”

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

spection & ai ressure check No ofe
Notaldwithny othe ofe Expes 831123

163-942-0122

9294 County Rd 550 E
Ladoga

114 N. Water St. o Crawfordsville
(765) 364-0584
Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm
Saturday 8 am - Noon
pompstire.com

5oy

BANK&TRUST

DRERASEASER RGN K-

Call us/for.your:
banking/needs!

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18E. Washington Street | G
Roachdale BRI

765-522-1000 7/ wintek

. VETERANS

Px x'% % x x %

R

SANDERS PRIEBE FUNERAL CARE
315 S Weshington S, Crawfordsll, N  (765) 362-6849

SANDERS SHOEMAKER FUNERAL CARE
202 Braton Road, Weynetown, IN 47990 # 765-234-2224

SANDERS FUNERAL CARE
203 5. 1t Street Kingman, IN 47952 ¢ 765-397-3499

Burkhart

Funeral Home

',

201 West Wabash Ave.
Crawfordsville

(765) 3625510

MAUS

FUNERAL
HOME
F 206 Waterst.

Hillsboro
765-798-5555

704 Council St.
Aftica
765-764-4418

mavsfuneralhome.com

\he
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SOLUTIONS

763-225-1133
163-367-2402

W will) loow
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TRACTORS
NG & SEALING

812-498-8001

Asphalt Repair o Patching
Sealcoating ¢ Painted Lines

Top quality work at affordable rates

Servicing churches, schools, commercial
and residential customers

COMTRACTORS
PAVNG SEALING

812-498-8001

Asphalt Repair o Patching
Sealcoating ¢ Painted Lines

Top quality work at affordable rates

Servicing churches, schools, commercial
and residential customers

| NURSING HOMES |

WELLBROOKE

OF CRAWFORDSVILLE

765-230-3755

517 Concord Road s Crawfordsville

—

“gustom Hardwoods
Kiln Dried

D
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=

Custom Sawing & Drying
Flooring & Trim
Made to Order

765-918-1039

RETAIL

PHOTOGRAPHY

Traveling Photographer

Wedding
Maternity Shoots

Baby Pictures
& More

fisfrs

Discount groceries,
bulk foods, meat & cheese

M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm
TU 8 am-8 pm
FRI & SAT 8 am-5 pm
Closed Sunday

163-433-1231

6492E 850N
Waveland

KING’S
Repair, LLC

Plumbing Supplies
Bath tubs, vanities, toilets
& water heaters

Pet Food & Supplies
Softener Salt
Bar & Chain Oil* Hydraulic 0il
Motor 0l * Electrical * Bolts
Custom-made Hydraulic Hoses

Bar Stock Steel
Channel * Angle * Flat
Pipe * Sheet Metal

765-597-2015

5947 County Rd 350 E * Marshall

_—

DOUBI?E;H'-
WOLVERINE &>

carhartt

BOOTS & CARHARTT

163-069-0171

1916 N. Nyesville Rd.
Rockville, IN

Contact our advertising department at 765-361-0100 ext. 1
to be included in our next Service Directory.
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A Little-Known Nonprofit Boosts Indiana’s Economic Development Agency

By Leslie Bonilla Muniz
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Outside organizations
donated nearly $3 mil-
lion to a state economic
development agency’s
nonprofit arm over the last
three years — but who
the donors are, and how
the agency spends their
contributions are largely
unknown under state rules
that either don’t require or
outright prohibit disclo-
sure of that information.

The groups behind all
but two of 16 transactions
in records from 2020
through 2022, obtained by
the Indiana Capital Chron-
icle, were permitted ano-
nymity. And the Indiana
Economic Development
Foundation (IEDF) says
that, because the funds are
private donations, how
they’re spent isn’t subject
to public records rules.

The foundation and the
Indiana Economic De-
velopment Corp. (IEDC)
share the same staff and
12-member board of
directors, as well as “the
same mission,” spokes-
woman Erin Sweitzer
wrote in a statement to the
Capital Chronicle.

That, she said, is “to
advance Indiana’s econ-
omy and create more
quality opportunities for
Hoosiers and their fami-
lies.”

skekesk

Stodgy commerce
department no more

Indiana had a traditional
department of commerce
until 2005, when then-
Gov. Mitch Daniels, a
Republican, signed into
law legislation creating the
Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Corp.

Shortly after, leaders
created the corresponding
Indiana Economic De-

velopment Foundation,

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, according to
Indiana Secretary of State
records.

The corporation,
considered a quasi-public
agency, and its foundation
operate as a public-private
partnership.

State lawmakers
allocated over a billion
dollars to the corporation
over the next two years
in the most recent $44.5
billion budget; the largest
appropriations were $500
million toward a deal clos-
ing fund and $500 million
for a second round of the
Regional Economic Accel-
eration and Development
Initiative, better known as
READI.

“The Foundation,
however, is able to accept
private donations, supple-
menting the [EDC’s fund-
ing appropriated by the
Indiana General Assembly
and enabling the IEDC
to pursue its goals more
aggressively,” Sweitzer
said.

But that two-pronged
structure has led to criti-
cism.

“This is an area where a
lot of money is involved.
The state is offering
big incentives involving
our tax dollars to cor-
porations, and Hoosiers
deserve to know the back-
story,” said Julia Vaughn,
who leads government
watchdog Common Cause
Indiana. “But I think the
IEDC and its foundation:
their structure often stops
that from happening.”

Vaughn said her organi-
zation expressed trans-
parency-related concerns
when the state swapped its
commerce department for
the corporation-foundation
combination.

STEVE DUNHAM

7165-230-0790

DUNHAM A/ Home improvements
CONSTRUCTION, LIC

1215 E 1000 N Rd - Perrysville, IN 47874

“I’m afraid our worst
fears have come true,”
she concluded. “... It’s
simply another way for
these corporate interests to
flex their muscle, and in a
way that happens com-
pletely in the dark.”

Separately, nonprofit
organizations typically
file Form 990s — with
information on their mis-
sions, structures, revenue,
expenditures, assets, lia-
bilities and more — with
the U.S. Internal Revenue
Service.

But IEDC/IEDF Deputy
General Counsel Andrew
Lang said the foundation
had gotten an exemption
“as a nonprofit associated
with a governmental unit”
and that it was “not in
possession” of any such
filings.

skekesk

Unknown donors

Ten donors gave the
foundation about $2.7
million from 2020 through
2022, according to its
records.

“Private donations to
the Foundation allow
more flexibility in how
we use the funds and
how quickly we’re able
to access them, meaning
we’re able to move quick-
ly,” Sweitzer wrote. And
she offered an example:
“book[ing] a flight to the
West Coast at a CEO’s re-
quest to close an economic
development deal.”

Six organizations asked
for anonymity, expressly
allowed under state law —
requiring the foundation
to redact their names in
public records. They each
donated hundreds of thou-
sands over the three years,
records show.

Two didn’t request
anonymity: Washington,
D.C.-based think tank The

Urban Institute donat-

ed $5,000 in 2021, and
Indiana’s Battery Innova-
tion Center, in Newberry,
gave $12,000 in 2022.

Still, there are indica-
tions of which entities
are likely behind some
donations.

The corporation’s site,
which includes a page for
the foundation, features a
thank-you note to founda-
tion “sponsors.” They in-
clude the state’s “big five”
investor-owned utilities:
AES Indiana, CenterPoint
Energy, Duke Energy,
Indiana Michigan Power
and the Northern Indiana
Public Service Company.

“Utilities are, you
know, a major component
behind the funding and
operations of the IEDC,”
said Kerwin Olson, leader
of the utility customer
advocate group Citizens
Action Coalition. “... It’s
in the utilities’ interest
to locate new heavy-en-
ergy users to the state.

So they want to play that
role, under the guise of
economic development,
in getting new factories,
manufacturing facilities
and other high-end users
to the state.”

The foundation offers
four tiers of donor titles:
patron, supporter, part-
ner and trustee. Sweitzer
called the utilities “part-
ners” that “give annually”
but declined to give the
eligibility requirements for
each level.

That’s because organi-
zations can donate money,
but also sponsor events or
provide in-kind services,
she said — and because
“listing the amounts pub-
licly would interfere with
a donor’s ability to remain
anonymous.”

“The Foundation is

cultivating a group of
like-minded entities
focused on advancing
Indiana’s economy and
quality of place through
future-focused initiatives,”
Sweitzer said.

Donation invoices, ob-
tained in discovery during
unrelated utility rate
cases, frequently include
donor disclaimers. They
specify that donations are
voluntary, don’t affect
“ongoing” corporation
matters and don’t affect
future tax credits, grants
or other programming
administered by the corpo-
ration.

Vaughn, of Common
Cause Indiana, was skepti-
cal Hoosiers could know
that for sure.

“These types of, you
know, disclaimers, prom-
ises, legalese — you can’t
enforce that if you don’t
know the full picture,”
she said.

seekesk

Supplemental spending

The donations are a
small amount compared
to the corporation’s
appropriated budget, but
Sweitzer emphasized their
supplemental nature.

Lang cited a 2015 infor-
mal opinion from Indiana
Public Access Counselor
Luke Britt. In that case,
Britt said Purdue Univer-
sity’s Research Founda-
tion doesn’t hold funds
for the state or perform
state functions, and that
its funds were privately
donated.

For those reasons, Britt
opined, the foundation
didn’t need to disclose
financial information to a
graduate student seeking it
through an Access to Pub-
lic Records Act request.

“We’re able to ‘do
more‘ and pursue more

opportunities for Hoo-
siers, such as leading
international economic
development trips and
market[ing] the state even
more aggressively to

new prospects,” Sweitzer
wrote.

She said the money
allowed the corporation
to work “more quickly,”
“more boldly” and “more
strategically” in pursuing
opportunities, marketing
the state and engaging
abroad.

The foundation’s expen-
ditures aren’t public re-
cords, according to Lang,
the counsel. He said that’s
because the funds are pri-
vate, not taxpayer dollars.

But Sweitzer highlight-
ed spending on economic
development-focused in-
ternational trips as a “key
strategy” to “mitigate the
use of taxpayer dollars.”

“The results are tell-
ing,” she wrote: Indiana
hosts more than 1,050
foreign-owned business-
es, and the corporation
got commitments in 2022
from 32 others to locate
or expand within the state.

She said those foreign
deals would create more
than 6,400 jobs — more
than a quarter of Indiana’s
total new job commit-
ments last year — and
added up to $7.25 billion
in planed investment.

- Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is part of States News-
room, a network of news
bureaus supported by grants
and a coalition of donors
as a 501¢(3) public charity.
Indiana Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Follow Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle on facebook.
com/IndianaCapital Chroni-
cle and rwitter.com/INCap-
Chronicle
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2,3,and 4
Bedroom
Rental Homes

Call Hooks
(765) 918-8700

www.hookshomesindiana.com

Smart Home Installations?
Geeks on Site will install your
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras,
Home Theater Systems &

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
877-930-3271

DISH Network. $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.

(where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low As
$49.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today
1-855-977-7069

High-Speed Internet. W
instantly compare speed,
pricing, availability to find
the best service for your
needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare
offers from top providers.
Call 1-844-961-0666

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take
your service with you
when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo!
1-877-327-0930

LIVE PAIN FREE
with CBD products
from AceWellness. We
guarantee highest quality,
most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products.
Softgels, Oils, Skincare,

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO
ACCIDENT? Let us

fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients!

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full
24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds.

New Starting Base
Pay - .60 cpm w/
option to make .70
cpm for Class A CDL
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-
cellent Benefits, Home
Weekends, Call 800-

DONATE YOUR
CAR TO CHARITY!
FAST FREE PICK-
UP-24 HR RESPONSE!
Help Children in Need,
Support Breast Cancer
Education/Prevention or

substantial cash award.
NO Obligation, NO
risk! We’ve recovered
millions. Let us help
you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920

time & money,
connect with the Top
Agents in your area
to get more MONEY|
and close FASTER!
Call 317-854-9781

in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE. $200.00
OFF 2 FREE Months!
1-855-408-3894

diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE
DURING COVIDI19.
No home visit necessary
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions ap-
ply. 888-715-8176

Gaming C les. $20 OFF . . .
cgligg};gﬂggsﬁ ?Isiestrictions \ggge&pnﬁ(fi?m(i)og%n Call tOda,y for a FREE | |FREE information Kit. 648-9915 or www. Veterans. Tax Deduc-
apply) 855-668-0067 NOW. 833-226-3105 COIlSllltatl604Hl!4844-517- Call 855-965-4916 boydandsons_com tion 844-820-9099
DIAGNOSED WITH Looking to SELL Wesley Financial Group, Never Pay For COMPUTER IS- _ Need Help with Fam-
LUNG CANCER? your Home? Save LLC - Timeshare Cancellation| |Covered Home Repairs SUES? GEEKS ON ily Law? Can’t Afford a
You may qualify for a X Experts - Over $50,000,000 Again! Complete Care SITE provides FREE $5,000 Retainer? www.

familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-4602
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability?
Appeal! If you’re
50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money
out of pockets! Call
1-855-995-4758

Thinking about installing
a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-855-475-0534 today
to see how you can save
$1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier

AT&T TV - The Best
of Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream

on 20 devices at once in
your home. HBO Max
FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) Call for
more details today! (some
restrictions apply) Call IVS
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.

Affordable premiums
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease.
Policy will only be

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author's Guide
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

DIRECTYV for $69.99/mo
for 12 months with CHOICE
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
fainment anywhere. One year
of HBO Max FREE. Directv

is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.)
Call for more details! (some
restrictions apply)
Call 1-888-885-8931
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American Bison No
Longer Endangered
After Near Annihilation

EARTHTALK®

Dear EarthTalk: Our
forebears decimated the
great wild bison herds
of the 1800s. Are those
remaining today endan-
gered? If so, what are we
doing about it?

Just 150 years ago,

30 million American
bison inhabited the Great
Plains. However, the spe-
cies almost went extinct
after white frontiersmen
moved westward in the
1800s, bringing cattle
that spread diseases to
bison and altering terrain
to build towns, farms and
pastures. In 1871 and
1872, hunters killed some
5,000 bison every single
day. By 1884, there were
little over 300 bison left
in the United States.

Bison were vital to
Native American soci-
eties, which used them
for food, clothing,
shelter, tools and cere-
monies. They maintained
a thriving relationship
with bison because they
hunted in moderation
and utilized every part
of the bison. And bison
were critical to the local
ecology. They fertil-
ized the vegetation and
ate tall plants, allowing
the growth of shorter
nutritious grass, which
the black-tailed prairie
dog relied on as a main
source of nutrition. The
decline of the bison hurt
the prairie dog and other
living beings.

Thanks to preservation
organizations and pri-
vate citizens, bison were
spared from extinction.
In the late 1800s, ranch-
ers captured bison and
began breeding their own
herds. National parks
also helped protect and
repopulate bison. The
Lacey Act of 1894 was
enacted “to protect the
birds and animals in Yel-
lowstone National Park,
and to punish crimes in
said park, and for other
purposes.” In 1905, the
American Bison Society
(ABS) was formed, with
U.S. President Theodore
Roosevelt as honorary
president. He used his
authority to help the
ABS obtain land and
promote bison reintro-
duction projects, and the
bison population rose to
roughly 12,000 by the
1920s. More recently,
the American bison has
made a huge comeback.
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service puts their num-
bers at “approximately
20,500 Plains bison in
conservation herds and
an additional 420,000 in

commercial herds.” Be-
cause their numbers are
stable, they are no longer
classified as endangered!

Scientists and preser-
vation groups continue
working to ensure the
bison’s survival. Some
public interest organiza-
tions, such as Earthjus-
tice, have been defending
bison on the legal front.
In 2012, Earthjustice
defended the transfer of
wild bison from Yellow-
stone to indigenous Fort
Peck and Fort Belknap
Reservations, in spite of
cattle interest groups’
attempts to block such
efforts. In 2022, the
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment approved a proposal
to allow bison to graze
on 63,000 acres of public
lands in Montana. This
decision is being defend-
ed by Earthjustice’s liti-
gation. Hundreds of bi-
son are being transferred
to Native American
reservations every year in
an effort to make repa-
rations to the indigenous
tribes that were unjustly
stripped of a species so
indispensable to their
traditions and lifestyles.
Today, approximately 82
American and Canadian
indigenous tribes have
close to 20,000 bison in
65 herds.

Bison still have chal-
lenges, such as the spread
of brucellosis, which
causes abortions, infer-
tility and lowered milk
production. Scientists
are still trying to find a
cure. Tourists have also
created problems. Bison
calves that make con-
tact with humans can be
rejected by their herd,
and are often euthanized
after such abandonment.
But despite this turbulent
history, bison numbers
are expected to continue
to grow, thanks to the
work of preservation or-
ganizations, government
and legal agencies, and
individuals!

-CONTACTS: How We
Helped Bison Make a Huge
Comeback, earthjustice.org/
feature/bison-recovery-prai-
rie; USFW Plains Bison,
fws.gov/species/plains-bi-
son-bison-bison-bison;
Brucellosis and Yellowstone
Bison, aphis.usda.gov/
animal_health/animal_dis _
spec/cattle/downloads/cat-
tle-bison.pdf.

EarthTalk ®is produced
by Roddy Scheer & Doug
Moss for the 501 (c)3 non-
profit EarthTalk. See more
at hitps://emagazine.com.
To donate, visit hitps.//
earthtalk.org. Send ques-
tions to: question@earth-
talk.org.
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what was important in
life, and in his mind,
sports were just a pleas-
ant activity in which kids
could participate during
their school years. School
studies and helping out on
our farm came first...not
sports.

Sadly, there are a few
parents who believe they
can mold their child into
a professional sports
star. These "perfectionist
parents” micromanage
every moment of the kid's
life and put pressure on
the boy or girl to perform
flawlessly...and practice,
practice, practice...not
just during the season,
but all year round. They
treat sporting contests as
life-altering events, and if
the child doesn't perform
in the way the parent
expects, they often criti-
cize and blame the child
for their "failures," even
though the poor kid tried
his very best. These par-
ents expect no less than
perfection, even though
they may have been just
an average player or
never even played a sport
when they were in school.
Perhaps these overbear-
ing parents are trying to
live their lives through
their kids. It is so sad to
watch kids go through
something like this, when
sports should just be a fun
activity to enjoy. If my
Mom or Dad had acted
like these controlling,
pushy parents, I would
never have played in any
sport!

There have been thou-
sands of kids who have

participated in various
sports here in Montgom-
ery county since high
school sports began in
the early 1900s. And yes,
there were several who
went on to play in col-
lege. But there have been
just a handful of athletes
who became profession-
als. It can happen, but the
odds are certainly against
anyone making the "big
time." So to you parents
who constantly push your
child to attain perfection
in their sport, subcon-
sciously making your
self-worth hinge on your
child's achievement, and
setting standards that no
child can ever hope to at-
tain...I say, "Lighten up.
Let your boy or girl enjoy
their sport and have fun.
Just encourage them to try
their best. It's not life or
death...It's just a game."
You'll be glad you did.

Also, with regards to
school studies, my folks
just told me to mind my
teachers, pay attention,
complete my assigned
work, ask questions if
there was something I did
not understand, and do
my best. I did just that,
and ended up as class
valedictorian. And in
sports, whether our team
won or lost...I had lots
and lots of fun...Thanks,
Mom and Dad!

- John "Butch" Dale is a
retired teacher and County
Sheriff. He has also been
the librarian at Darlington
the past 32 years, and is a
well-known artist and author
of local history.

O LEAGUE

Guests are invited to bring
snacks and/or a drink
for this lively discussion
during which Professor
Rosenberg will draw upon
his teaching of the book
and his own heritage and
experiences.
sekesk

Friday Lunch with the
League

At Friday’s Lunch with
the League, Mayor Todd
Barton will update our
community about what’s
happening in our city
right now. From the city’s
membership in the SUN
(Solar United Neighbors)
co-op to the new Frances
Wooden playground, lots
is happening on many
fronts. The mayor will
focus on Crawfordsville’s
economic development,
job growth, infrastruc-
ture, and innovation. New

From Page Al

housing, nature parks, and
job growth all signal prog-
ress in a city of our size,
but focus must remain on
attracting labor, updating
infrastructure, affordable
housing, and providing
adequate retail. Barton
will address these and
other opportunities and
challenges. Plenty of time
will be allotted for ques-
tions from the audience.
Lunch with the League
is a public information
event about our city
and county which takes
place each month on
the 3rd Floor of Fusion
54. Well Read Citizen’s
Book Club recurs on the
first Wednesday of each
month. The public is
always cordially invited
to attend both of these
regularly scheduled active
citizen events.
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Y’All Ever Hear ‘Bout
Old Man Jenkins?

“Hot?
You boys
think
this here
weather
is hot?
You jest
don’t
know, do
you?”

“What
do you mean, Windy?”
said Doc.

“Wellsir, back in the
old days, you know, when
we was younger, there
came upon us here in the
valley a hot-em-up wave
that tried to kill us. Your
folks ever tell you ‘bout
the wreck at the river with
me and Old Man Jen-
kins?”

Didn’t look like anyone
had.

“Pass that syrup over,
will ya, Steve? Thanks.
Well, the hot-em-up start-
ed off slow, you know
they do that sometimes.
Little stuff like burnin’ up
your hands jest grabbin’ a
brandin’ arn.”

“Well, sure,” Doc
said, “if you’re dumb
enough to grab a branding
iron, you’re going to get
burnt.”

“This here was the
handle of the brandin’
arn, Doc, not the part in

Slim Randles
Home Country

the fire.”

“Oh, I see. You were
wearing gloves though,
right?”

“Couldn’t stand to have
them on. Too hot. And
sweat? Never saw nothin’
like it.

Old Man Jenkins
sweated so much his boots
filled up with sweat and it
cooked his toes to a per-
fect parbroiled brown.”

“Did he eat them,
Windy?”

“Naw. We had plen-
ty of mountain oysters
around, you know how it
is, and he said he hadn’t
had a shower in a while,
so they probably wouldn’t
taste that good anyway.
So he kept them.”

“They didn’t fall off?”

“They thought ‘bout
fallin” off. Thassa fact.
But sometimes oI’ Mama
Nature knows how to help
an ol’ cowboy. Yessir,
thass what saved Jenkins’
toes. Had a terrible freeze
that night and jest froze
them toes back in place.”

Nature, and Windy’s
stories, sometimes defy
history.

-The finest leatherwork
items and art in the country.
Check it out at www.artvin-
centleather.com.

Life without local news is like
hearing crickets

STOP LISTENING
TO CRICKETS
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