
When was 
the last time 
you gazed at 
the night sky 
and could 
identify more 
than three 
constellations? 
There are 88 
of them, 36 in 
the northern 
sky, 52 in 
the southern 
hemisphere. 
They’re al-
most impos-
sible to see in 

Crawfordsville, many are diffi-
cult to see in the country these 
days, even if you have a keen 
eye to spot them. Such is light 
pollution, the topic of one out of 
two short films that wrapped up 
the Green Series film discussion 
season of 2023.

It seems funny to pen a 
retrospective on a film viewing 
and discussion when the Green 
Series is on hiatus until next 
summer. Why look back, if 
readers who missed out can’t 
anticipate another film discus-
sion in September? Not because 
of FOMO (fear of missing 
out), to be clear, but the two 
short films, which seemed 
wildly unrelated, actually had 
a throughline, and it starts with 
re-embracing a youthful passion 
for astronomy.

Perhaps when you were 
young, if you were fortunate, 
you lived or camped in a remote 
area, and around a crackling 
fire, you laid back and someone 
older than you began to point 
out images in the night sky that, 
if you stayed out there long 
enough, arced over you as the 
globe turned. The easy ones are 
Orion, the hunter; Ursa Major, 
the great bear, and Ursa Minor, 
the small bear; Andromeda; Per-
seus; Hercules; Cassiopeia, who 
sits on her throne and as the 
year progresses she is flipped on 
her head. Named for the vain-
glorious wife of King Cephas of 
Ethiopia, this eight-star constel-
lation also known as “the sitting 
queen” flips upside down half 
the year, a punishment for brag-
ging about beauty. She claimed 
she was more beautiful than the 
Nereids, 50 sea nymphs fathered 
by a Greek Titan. Apparently, 
her entire family suffered from a 
bloated sense of their awesome-
ness because the gods banished 
her spouse, daughter and son-
in-law to the heavens, though 
they fared better than her. For 

Forgive 
me, but this 
week is about 
us . . . the 
little newspa-
per industry 
that could . . 
. and you.

Let’s start 
with an 
old saying: 
Only a fool 

believes they’re safe because the 
hole in the canoe is at the other 
end.

We got trouble in this coun-
try. I’ve borrowed that line from 
Robert Preston, AKA Prof. 
Harold Hill a few times over 
the years. Hard to believe A) 
we need to keep using it and 
B) things are worse, perhaps 
worse than ever? Certainly not 

in recent memory anyways. A 
wise old buzzard observed that 
it hasn’t been this bad since 
tanks and National Guard were 
in the streets in the late ‘60s, 
early ‘70s.

The left is fighting the right, 
the right is swinging away at 
the left and a lot of noses in the 
middle are getting bloodied. 
Think about this for a second. 
There is a distinct possibility 
that Donald Trump may be 
found guilty, sentenced and win 
the presidential election from 
inside a jail cell.

What would that say about 
our country? Can you imagine?

In the midst of this, a little 
newspaper in Kansas was raided 
earlier this month. I’m told that 
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 TODAY’S VERSE

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Anthony Fisher
for subscribing!

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

WEDNESDAY
August 30, 2023

1The Bright family zoo in 
Limestone, TN says that 
its newborn giraffe is lucky 

to have been born “in captiv-
ity.” Giraffes use their spots 
for camouflage and this baby 
female giraffe was born without 
spots and, in fact, is perhaps 
the only spotless giraffe on the 
planet. David Bright explained 
that “being solid colored, she 
may not be able to hide quite as 
well.” Tony Bright told reporters 
“the international coverage of 
our pattern-less baby giraffe has 
created a much-needed spotlight 
on giraffe conservation.  Wild 
populations are silently slipping 
into extinction, with 40% of the 
wild giraffe population lost in just 
the last 3 decades.  

2Kim Knor of Denver, CO 
learned how to skydive 
when she was 20 years old; 

that was in 1959. She became 
a member of the inaugural U.S. 
Women's Parachute Team two 
years later. To date, the 84-year-
old daredevil has made 600 
jumps and is determined to 
reach her goal of 1,000 jumps. 
As she told one news outlet, "I 
have a choice of watching TV 
or sitting in front of a computer 
or going out and jumping and 
traveling across the country." In 
an interview with CBS News, she 
had a suggestion for her fellow 
octogenarians: "I feel fantastic!  
I mean, this is what I live for.  
Anytime life gets too difficult or 
too sad just go make a jump and 
then everything's good!"  

3In that old yarn it was Gold-
ilocks who broke into the 
home of the three bears. In 

the case of Brian of Kings Beach, 
CA it was a sleepy old bear that 
broke into his apartment, ate 
his food, wrecked his TV set and 
then took a nap on his bed. It 
was all caught on his Ring cam-
era while Brian was out boating 
with friends on Lake Tahoe. 
Apparently the bears are out in 
numbers in the Lake Tahoe area; 
they have been visiting not only 
Brian’s apartment but have been 
caught by video surveillance 
cameras in several stores in the 
area.

 INSIDE 
TODAY’S 
EDITION

Revelation 19:9 And they 
overcame him by the 

blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of their testi-
mony; and they loved not 
their lives unto the death.
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At what age are we old enough to 
know better?

 HONEST HOOSIER

Obesity in middle age can 
increase your risk of developing 

dementia. 
Today’s health tip was brought to 

you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The 

Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

 TODAY’S JOKE
Want a hot date?
You’re in luck. It’s August!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“We have a strategic plan. It’s 

called doing things.”
-Herb Kelleher

 OBITUARIES
None

Mindy Sparks offered one of our rov-
ing photographers a nice smile while 
working at one of our local pizza 
restaurants. Thank you for the friendly 
greeting, Mindy!

The League of Women 
Voters, open to men 
as well as women, 
is a nonpartisan, 
multi-issue political 
organization 
that encourages 
informed and active 
participation in 
government.  For 
information about 
the Montgomery 
County LWV, visit: 
www.lwvmontcoin.
org or message to 
LWV, PO Box 101, 
Crawfordsville, 
Indiana 47933.

TIM 
TIMMONS
Two Cents

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:12 a.m. 
SET: 8:24 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 76 °F
Low: 59 °F

Today is...
• Frankenstein Day

• National Beach Day
• Slinky Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1983 Guion Stewart 
Bluford is launched into 
Space. Bluford, a fighter 
pilot for the US Air Force 

and part of the crew of 
STS-8, the third flight 

of NASA’s space shuttle 
Challenger, was the first 
African-American to go 

into space.
• 1967 First Afri-

can-American justice is 
Appointed to the U.S. Su-
preme Court. The United 
States Senate confirmed 

Thurgood Marshall to the 
country’s highest court of 
justice. Marshall was also 
the first African-American 

to have held the post of 
Solicitor General of the 

United States.
• 1963 Telephone hotline 
Between Washington DC 

and Moscow is Estab-
lished. The system of 
direct communication 
between the heads of 
the then Soviet Union 

and now Russia and the 
United States was set up 
during the height of the 
Cold War when the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis almost 
led the two countries to 

the brink of an active war.
 

Births On This Day
• 1930 Warren Buffett
American businessman, 

philanthropist
• 1893 Huey Long
American politician

Deaths On This Day
• 2013 Seamus Heaney
Irish poet, playwright, 
Nobel Prize laureate

• 2003 Charles Bronson
American actor

 MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Legislative Lunch:
The Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce is hosting a 
City / County Legislative Lunch at 11:30 a.m. on Friday, September 22, on the 
3rd floor of Fusion 54, 101 W. Main Street, Crawfordsville. This event is open to 
the public. The cost for the event is $10 for Crawfordsville/Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce members and $15 for non-chamber members. Space 
is limited so please register to attend online at crawfordsvillechamber.com 
by Friday, September 15. For more information regarding the breakfast or the 
chamber, please contact Stacy Sommer at ssommer@crawfordsvillechamber.
com.

Photo courtesy of United Way
Steven McLaughlin, VP at Tri-County Bank & Trust, uses the golf 
cannon

United Way In Montgomery 
County Golf Scramble

Calling all golfers! United 
Way in Montgomery County 
is holding their annual Golf 
Scramble on Friday, September 
8 at Rocky Ridge Golf Club. 
Registration and continental 
breakfast begin at 8am with 
shotgun start at 9am. Highlights 
of the day will include an op-
portunity to shoot a golf cannon 
and on-course competitions 
including closest to the pin and 
longest drive. C&F Fabrication 
is the presenting sponsor.

Do not miss a fantastic 
opportunity to play a beauti-
ful course, enjoy a day with 
friends, and support United 
Way in Montgomery Coun-
ty and the 19 local nonprofit 
organizations that are partner 
agencies. Together we can 
change lives.

Registration is available 
online at uwmontgomery.org 
or by contacting Gina Haile 
at 765-362-5484 or gina@
uwmontgomery.org.

It’s OK, The Hole In The 
Canoe Is On Other End

See TIM Page A6

What Simplifying 
May Save For Us

See LWV Page A6
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Turn laundry 
day into 

laundry hour!
Head to Wash ‘N Go, where you will find rows of clean 
washers and dryers just waiting to make quick work 
of your wash day. We have small and large capacity 

machines  that will handle up to 80 pounds of laundry.

Don’t struggle with dropping quarters 
Use our easy Pay Central payment kiosk 

with bills or coins!

Open 7 Days a Week • 7am - 10pm
208 N. Pine Street

(Behind Circle K Station On Darlington Ave.)

WASH ‘N GO
Coin Laundry

Get Ready For Some 
Basketball In New Ross

New Ross is the place 
basketball players want 
to be on September 9th 
for the 9th annual “3 on 3 
Basketball Tournament” 
and a “3 point shooting 
contest”.

Registration for both 
events is from 9 to 9:45 
am at the New Ross bas-
ketball court in downtown 
New Ross. The 3 point 
shooting contest begins at 
10 am and the 3 on 3 bas-
ketball tournament begins 
immediately following the 
3-point contest.

The registration fee for 
the basketball tournament 

is $25.00 with an 18 and 
under age group plus a 
19 and over age group. 
The basketball tournament 
winning team and the run-
ner up will receive a cash 
prize for each age group. 
The cash prize has been 
significantly increased this 
year.

The registration fee for 
the 3 point shooting con-
test is $5.00. The 3 point 
shooting contest winner 
plus the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
place receive a cash prize.

Call Gary Johnson at 
(765) 418-9269 for addi-
tional information.

4 SEASONS
Roofing & Woodworks

765-505-2234
765-505-2234

We specialize in 
Residential & Agriculture Pole Buildings

Free
No Obligation

Inspection

765-491-1849

Beiler’s 
Construction

765-597-2502
We specialize in

Roofing
Garage Doors

Siding
and so much more!

Give us a call:

Bilek’s Gutter Cleanout
and window screen repair

Call/Text
765-826-6809

Check us out on 
Facebook

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

CLAYTON MORGAN
LOGGING

Buyer of Standing Timber and Logs

3731 S. SR 341 - Hillsboro, IN

765-397-3709

Interior/Exterior Painting • Power Washing • Light Clean Up

Fully Insured • Best Prices Around
10% OFF FOR SENIORS,

 FIRST RESPONDERS & MILITARY

727-312-9498

20% OFF DEEP CLEAN

100 % Satisfaction Guaranteed

CrystalClearCleaningServices20@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Crystal Moore
Owner/Operator

Hammer Head
Construction

INSURED • REFERENCES • QUALITY WORK
ALL WORK CONSIDERED

765-225-8442

Specializing in
Families • Maternity 

Engagements
Scary Sessions

Adoptions
Senior Sessions

765-592-1435

(812) 230-0850
WE DO

PLUMBING & CONSTRUCTION

765-569-3894
4300 N Judson Rd. • Rockville

FLOOR COVERING
Parke County

Tarkett Flooring
Vinyl Plank Flooring

Underlayment • Linoleum

Armstrong    Congoleum

Parke 
Stable 
Works

We are a company that operates in the farming industry

765-569-3894
4300 N Judson RD.
Rockville

Poured to PerfectionPoured to Perfection

Mention this ad for 10% off your service
pouredtoperfection.net

Mobile bartending, event staff, 
& unique bar rentals

1673 N. Seip Road
Rockville, IN

We have USED 
5th wheel hitches

B&W

Call us today!
765-344-1017

765-346-0896

BRING THIS AD IN AND GET 10% OFF

15 years 
experience

License & Insured • 3rd Generation • Family Owned & Operated

Thanks for reading The Paper!
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THE GUTTER GUY
& ROOFING LLC

317-513-3634
ZACHFLOYD6@GMAIL.COM

METAL ROOFING
SIDING

GUTTERING
ROOM ADDITIONS
CUSTOM KITCHEN
CUSTOM BATHS

NEW CONSTRUCTION
PLUMBING

ELECTRICAL
REMODEL

POLE BARNS
CONCRETE

PROUDLY 
MADE IN THE USA 

50 S 1110 E  • Rockville

Flagpoles • Flags • Solar Lights
Flagpole Parts & Hardware

Commercial • Residential

We offer sales, service, 
and installation

PO BOX 207| 216 E MAIN ST|  CRAWFORDSVILLE IN |47933 
765.362.7455 

WWW.ATHENSARTSGALLERY.COM 
 

 
 
August 7, 2023 
  
Dear Friend of the Arts- 
  
Athens Arts, the nonprofit art gallery in Montgomery County, will host the opening of: "[untitled] 
3 a national juried exhibition" on Saturday, Sept 16, 2023! The show runs from Sept 16- Nov 11, 
2023. The evening will be an art, music, and culinary pleasure event! We will celebrate the artists 
and announce the award winners of the juried exhibition.   
  
Athens Arts is a tremendous asset to downtown Crawfordsville, the county, and the community 
bringing vibrant opportunities to engage the community in art and celebrating creativity! We 
appreciate your support and advocacy for the arts in our community. The national exhibition needs 
monetary award donors. This is where you come in!  
  
Your monetary support is vital in keeping the gallery open for local artists to share their talents, sell 
their art, and bring visual arts to the community. We thank you! For this special exhibition, we 
would like to extend the opportunity for you to be pART of the [untitled]3 celebration! Athens 
looks forward to allowing you to choose the award winner within levels. Athens Arts' board and 
artists appreciate your continued support. This prize money will go a long way to celebrate the 
artists!  
 
Please find the form to select your level of prize giving enclosed. Kindly fill out the attached and 
return to be received no later than Sept 6, 2023. A representative of Athens Arts Gallery will contact 
you soon after your gift is received to confirm your award parameters.  
  
If you have any questions or would like to help sponsor part of the event, do not hesitate to contact 
Diana at the gallery or best by email: director@athensartsgallery.com. 
  
Thank you so much for supporting Athens Arts. 
 
 

 
              September 16- Nov 11, 2023 

 
Diana McCormick, Director 
             
PS- tickets will go on sale in late-August!  Purchase yours before they sell out!  

On Saturday, September 16th, 
Athens Arts will host the opening of:

 [untitled]3 
a national juried exhibition

The evening will be an art, music, and 
culinary pleasure event! 

We will celebrate the artists and announce 
the award winners of the juried exhibition.

September 16 - 
November 11, 2023

Name:    _________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________
Phone:   _________________________________________________
Email:    _________________________________________________

Amount of award donation*:

______$35* ______$50* ______$100 ______$250 ______$500

*Donations may be combined with other awards - award would be listed as: 
award given by ZXY company and CBA family

PLEASE PRINT
1. How business/individual to be listed on the program: _________________

2. Is this in honor or memory of someone? 
HONOR of: __________________________
MEMORY of :  __________________________

3. (circle) YES NO
Do you want to come to the gallery and choose the art piece for your award? 
(date/time TBA, Sept 14 or 15) A representative of Athens will contact you to 
set up a time.

Please make checks payable to Athens Arts. 
Mail this completed invoice with the check to: 

PO Box 207, Crawfordsville, IN 47933. Attention: Diana McCormick, Director. 
If you prefer to pay by card, please contact the Director. 

Deadline to be included in the program is September 6, 2023

Athens Arts is a tremendous asset to downtown Crawfordsville, the county, 
and the community bringing vibrant opportunities to engage the community 
in art and celebrating creativity! We appreciate your support and advocacy 
for the arts in our community. The national exhibition needs monetary 
award donors. This is where you come in!

Your monetary support is vital in keeping the gallery open for local artists to 
share their talents, sell their art, and bring visual arts to the community. We 
thank you! For this special exhibition, we would like to extend the opportunity 
for you to be pART of the [untitled]3 celebration! Athens looks forward to 
allowing you to choose the award winner within levels. Athens Arts’ board 
and artists appreciate your continued support. This prize money will go a 
long way to celebrate the artists!

Kindly fill out this form and return to be received no later than September 6, 2023.

Ivy Tech Community College Named To 2023 
Forbes America’s Best State Employers

 For the second year, 
Ivy Tech Community 
College was named in the 
annual Forbes America’s 
Best State Employers.

Along with market re-
search company Statista, 
Forbes’ rankings identify 
the companies positively 
rated by their employees 
on a variety of crite-
ria, including the safety 
of work environment, 
fairness of compensa-
tion, opportunities for 
advancement, openness 

to telecommuting, and 
likelihood to recommend 
their employer to others. 
The final list ranks the 
1,392 employers that 
received the greatest 
number of recommen-
dations in each of the 50 
states and the District of 
Columbia. Indiana’s list 
includes 73 employers, 
but only six institutions 
of higher education. Only 
seven community colleges 
nationally made the list.

“I am pleased that Ivy 

Tech has been recognized 
by Forbes for the second 
straight year,” Dr. Sue 
Ellspermann, Ivy Tech 
President said. “We 
understand our colleagues 
are our ambassadors to 
the communities we serve 
with their incredible 
commitment to student 
success and the mission of 
the college. We continue 
to focus on making Ivy 
Tech a great place to 
work to attract the best 
and brightest.”

765.361.0100ThePaper24-7.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES
TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 

AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me, directed from the Clerk 
of Superior Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No. 54D02-2206-
MF-000449, wherein Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper was Plaintiff, 
and Michael Reinken, et al., were the Defendants, requiring me to make the sum 
as provided for in said Decree, with interest and costs, I will expose at public sale 
to the highest bidder on the 11th day of October, 2023, at the hour of 10:00 a.m., 
or as soon thereafter as possible, at the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office, 600 
Memorial Dr., Crawfordsville, IN 47933, the fee simple of the whole body of Real 
Estate in Montgomery County, Indiana: 

LOTS 42 & 43, AS THE SAME ARE KNOWN AND DESIGNATED 
ON THE RECORDED PLAT OF SHERWOOD FOREST, MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY, INDIANA, AS THE SAME APPEARS OF RECORD IN DEED 
RECORD 182 PAGE 413 IN THE RECORDER’S OFFICE OF MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY, INDIANA

More Commonly known as: 2946 W Shore Dr, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Parcel No. 11-35-222-060.000-025
Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
“Subject to all lines, encumbrances and easement of record not otherwise 

extinguished in the proceedings known as Cause 54D02-2206-MF-000449 in the 
Superior Court of Montgomery County, Indiana,”

Plaintiff Attorney:  Brian K. Tekulve
ATTORNEY NO. 30882-49
Law Office of Gerald M. Shapiro, LLP
4805 Montgomery Road, Suite 320
Norwood, OH 45212
(513) 396-8100 Fax: (847) 627-8805
btekulve@logs.com
Sheriff of Montgomery County
Union Township
2946 W Shore Dr
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Street Address

The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street 
address published herein.

PL4712  8/30  9/6  9/13   3t   hspaxlp

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING

Notice is hereby given the Taxpayers of Montgomery County, Indiana, that the proper legal officers of Montgomery County will consider the following additional 
appropriations in excess of the 2023 Budget Order from the DLGF at the regular Council meeting on September 12, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. at the Community Meeting Room, 
1580 Constitution Row, Crawfordsville, Indiana.

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS:

Fund Fund Description Dept # Department Description Account Account Description "Additional Amount Requested"

2500 County User Fee Fund 0235 Probation 21919 Incentives $120.67

2500 County User Fee Fund 0235 Probation 21919 Incentives $739.00

2500 County User Fee Fund 0235 Probation 21919 Incentives $1,100.00

1222 Statewide 911 0303 MCCCC 11403 Dispatcher $15,800.00

1222 Statewide 911 0303 MCCCC 11406 Dispatcher $15,800.00

4900 MCCCC 0303 MCCCC 30050 Contractual Services $9,600.00

7304 Innkeeper's Tax 0000 Convention & Visitors Commission 41519 Program Grants $5,000.00

7304 Innkeeper's Tax 0000 Convention & Visitors Commission 41515 Event Grants $4,500.00

7304 Innkeeper's Tax 0000 Convention & Visitors Commission 30079 Legal Services $2,500.00

1168 Local Health Maintenance 0610 Health 11220 Environmental Health Clerk $16,569.50

1159 Health 0610 Health 44523 Vehicle Purchase $33,763.25

TOTAL: $105,492.42

The additional appropriations as finally made will be referred to the Department of Local Government Finance (DLGF). The DLGF will make a written 
determination as to the sufficiency of funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a Certified Copy of the action taken.

This will be considered a work session for the Board of Commissioners in conjunction with the scheduled Council meeting.
Dated this 08/25/2023
Mindy Byers
Auditor, Montgomery County

PL4713  8/30  1t   hspaxlp
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Deadlines for next-day publication:
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-

cellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.
boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Installations? 
Geeks on Site will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras, 
Home Theater Systems & 

Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF 
coupon 42537! (Restrictions 

apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271

2, 3, and 4 
Bedroom 

Rental Homes

Call Hooks 
(765) 918-8700

www.hookshomesindiana.com

Food Finders, Bread For The World, And Lafayette Urban Ministry 
Kickoff Hunger Action Month With Documentary Screening

Food Finders Food 
Bank, Bread for the 
World, and Lafayette 
Urban Ministry (LUM) 
are kicking off Hunger 
Action Month by cohost-
ing a free viewing of the 
Emmy-nominated doc-
umentary The Working 
Hungry. This 30-minute 
film tells the story of three 
families struggling with 
food insecurity in Indiana. 
It explains why systemic 
solutions are needed to 
ensure no family expe-
riences hunger in our 
communities.

•The Working Hungry 
screening

•Thursday, August 
31, 6:30-8:00 PM EST 
(Doors open at 6:00 PM)

•Long Center for the 
Performing Arts

•111 N 6th St, Lafay-
ette, IN 47901 Register 

here: https://go.bread.org/
page/54718/survey/1

Following the screen-
ing, Bread for the World 
will lead a community 
discussion around sys-
temic responses and 
solutions to hunger with 
a group of panelists 
including Michael Budd, 
CEO of Indiana United 
Way, Feeding Indiana's 
Hungry President Emily 
Weikert-Bryant, Execu-
tive Director of Feeding 
Indiana’s Hungry, Dr. Joe 
Balagtas, Ag-Econ Profes-
sor at Purdue University, 
Araceli Martinez, Student 
Leader of ACE Food Pan-
try at Purdue University, 
and Kier Crites Muller, 
President/CEO of Food 
Finders Food Bank.

This September, people 
across our 16-county ser-
vice area in north central 

Indiana can get involved 
by listening, acting, and 
inviting others to speak up 
about ways to end hunger.

•Volunteer, donate, 
and advocate to end food 
insecurity

•Raise awareness by 
wearing orange on Hun-
ger Action Day, Sept. 15

•Take part in Hunger 
Hike’s virtual Challenge 
Week from Sept. 10-17, 
we encourage you to set a 
personal fundraising goal 
and share it with your 
supporters. https://fund-
raise.givesmart.com/join/
lum/HHIKE?vid=10d-
k1m

On Sept. 17, join Food 
Finders and LUM at 
Riehle Plaza at 1 p.m. to 
celebrate Hunger Hike 
2023.

Join Food Finders on 
Sept. 28 at 12 p.m. We 

will end the month with 
a presentation on SNAP 
Myths by Emily Weikert 
Bryant, Executive Direc-
tor of Feeding Indiana’s 
Hungry, at the Katy 
Bunder Resource and 
Education Center. https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/
snap-myths-presenta-
tion-tickets-698983166467

According to Kier 
Crites Muller, President/
CEO of Food Finders 
Food Bank, "We are 
excited to launch Hunger 
Action Month this year 
with this collaboration 
between our friends at 
Bread for the World and 
LUM, it truly takes a 
village to tackle the issues 
around food insecurity. 
I hope you'll join us for 
one or all of these events 
throughout September. 
Our latest data released 

this spring for the 16 
counties served by Food 
Finders reported 65,000 
people experiencing food 
insecurity in 2021. How-
ever, those numbers no 
longer reflect our reality, 
they show a snapshot of 
a year in the pandemic 
when the government, 
public, and charitable 
sectors worked in tandem 
and threw all available 
resources at hunger relief 
to mitigate the fallout 
from COVID-19 – and 
it worked, we saw the 
needle move from 12.4 
percent of our area neigh-
bors facing hunger to 11.1 
percent – a difference 
of 10,000 people. This 
means change is possible, 
so keeping this conversa-
tion going is important.”

Hunger Action Month 
will highlight the impact 

of food on people's lives 
and show how a meal 
goes beyond solely nour-
ishing our bodies. When 
people are fed, futures are 
nourished, and individuals 
go from just living to truly 
thriving. Our collective 
voices, actions, and com-
mitment will help ensure 
every community has the 
food it needs to flourish.

Hunger Action Month 
is a time for everyone 
nationwide to act against 
hunger collectively. You 
can choose to donate 
or advocate. You can 
choose to volunteer or 
raise awareness. You 
can choose to help end 
hunger. Learn more about 
how you can take action 
by visiting: https://www.
food-finders.org/; https://
www.bread.org/; https://
www.lumserve.org

WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM
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Red Cross: Prepare For Worsening Extreme 
Weather During National Preparedness Month

Red Cross responds 
to nearly twice as many 
large disasters in U.S. as a 
decade ago.

During National Pre-
paredness Month in 
September, the American 
Red Cross Indiana Region 
urges everyone to prepare 
for worsening disasters af-
fecting communities in our 
region, which has expe-
rienced several tornadoes 
and other weather-related 
events this year.

Severe weather like 
this is part of a worsening 
national trend in which the 
American Red Cross has 
responded to nearly twice 
as many large disasters 
across the country as it did 
a decade ago.

As rapidly intensifying, 
weather-related events 
pose serious challenges to 
its humanitarian work and 
the people it serves, the 
Red Cross has announced 
an ambitious national plan 
to take urgent action. With 
more climate-driven di-
sasters upending lives and 
devastating communities, 
the organization is racing 
to adapt its services and 
grow its disaster response 
capacity across the coun-
try, while also funding 
new international pro-
grams on climate response 
and preparedness, as well 
as minimizing its own 
environmental footprint.

As the frequency and 
intensity of disasters grow, 
more people need help 
more often. Yet as fast as 
our volunteers are work-
ing to help, the needs are 
escalating faster. That’s 
why it’s critical to not only 
prepare yourself for risks 
like tornadoes in our com-
munity, but to also help 
families in need — both 
locally and in other parts 
of the country. Join us by 
becoming a volunteer or 
making a financial dona-
tion to support our disaster 
relief efforts.

For National Prepared-
ness Month, take three 
lifesaving actions — get 
a kit, make a plan and 
be informed — to help 
protect yourself against 
local emergencies. Follow 
safety tips now at redcross.
org/prepare. You can also 
deliver relief and care to 
families facing disasters 

by becoming a Red Cross 
volunteer at redcross.org/
VolunteerToday. 

***
MOUNTING U.S. 

DISASTER RESPONS-
ES In the first half of 2023 
alone, the nation experi-
enced an above-average 
15 billion-dollar disasters. 
That’s all on top of ex-
treme heat in the Midwest 
and other communities 
— which have made July 
the country’s hottest single 
month on record. What’s 
more, the U.S. is just now 
entering its typical peak 
time for hurricanes and 
wildfires.

***
ADAPTING TO THE 

CLIMATE CRISIS As 
extreme weather disasters 
increase, more people need 
help from the Red Cross in 
the U.S. Nationwide, the 
organization is taking bold 
and thoughtful actions to 
adapt its services and grow 
its capacity by:

•Enhancing large-scale 
disaster response services 
by bolstering the aid 
provided in emergency 
shelters and extending 
casework support to help 
people with the most 
recovery needs.

•Expanding financial as-
sistance to help more fam-
ilies with unmet needs and 
bridge the gap between 
immediate disaster relief 
and long-term recovery 
assistance.

•Strengthening local 
partner networks in target-
ed areas that face a high 
risk of extreme weath-
er and existing societal 
inequities with a focus on 
increased access to health 
and mental health services, 
nutritious food and safe 
housing for local fami-
lies. The Indiana Region 
is one of 15 U.S. com-
munities participating in 
this innovative Red Cross 
disaster resilience program 
to strengthen the capability 
and capacity of select local 
partners — both before and 
after disasters strike.

•Growing its disaster 
workforce — comprised 
of 90% trained volunteers 
— to deepen its disaster 
readiness. This includes 
fortifying the critical infra-
structure and technology 
that enables 24/7 response 

to disasters across the 
country.

***
SUPPORT OUR 

DISASTER RELIEF 
WORK Help people 
affected by disasters big 
and small by making a gift 
to American Red Cross 
Disaster Relief. Your gift 
enables the Red Cross to 
prepare for, respond to 
and help people recover 
from disasters in the U.S. 
Visit redcross.org or call 
1-800-RED CROSS.

***
CLIMATE AND 

WEATHER IMPACTS 
TO THE NATIONAL 
BLOOD SUPPLY The 
Red Cross has seen a sig-
nificant shortfall in blood 
and platelet donations over 
the last month, making it 
hard to keep pace with the 
need for blood products. 
Blood and platelet dona-
tions that go uncollected 
due to climate-related 
events, such as hurricanes, 
wildfires and extreme heat, 
can put further strain on 
the national blood sup-
ply. As extreme weather 
events are worsening, the 
Red Cross is seeing that 
translate into more blood 
drive cancellations. In 
2022, over 1,300 blood 
drives were canceled due 
to weather  —  about 23% 
higher than the average of 
the prior nine years.

In thanks for helping 
ensure the nation’s blood 
supply is prepared for all 
emergencies, from disas-
ters to medical emergen-
cies, all who come to give 
blood, platelets or plasma 
Sept. 1-18 will receive a 
limited-edition Red Cross 
T-shirt, while supplies 
last. Those who come to 
give throughout September 
will also receive a coupon 
for a free haircut by email, 
thanks to Sport Clips Hair-
cuts. Details are available 
at rcblood.org/racetogive. 
Donors can schedule an 
appointment to donate 
using the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, by visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org or 
by calling 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
If you are unable to give 
blood you can volunteer to 
support blood collections. 
Visit redcross.org/volun-
teer to learn more.

Featuring a range of artists' works on exhibit in the Athens Arts Gallery, Green 
Street Gallery, Public Library, Carnegie Museum, Wabash College, and more.

Works by local artists will grace shop windows all along the historic downtown route. 
Brochures and maps will be available on Sept. 22 & 23.

If you would like to display your art please contact:  
Linda Weaver (Art Walk Chair) at 
CrawfordsvilleArtWalk@gmail.com by September 10.

Learn more on Facebook by checking out 
@CrawfordsvilleArtWalk.

Come be a pART of it!

Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023  •  10:00  - 3:00

11th annual

ART W 
AM

ALK
PM

Delta-8 In Dispute: Following Attorney 
General’s Guidance, Industry Files Suit

Matt Wall estimates that 
he’s got a month left in 
business.

He owns Wall’s Organ-
ics, a retailer of delta-8 
and other hemp-derived 
products that, until this 
year, had encountered “no 
problems” legally.

That was until August 
4, when Evansville Police 
Officer Nathan Hassler 
entered one of Wall’s four 
stores and told him to 
get such products off his 
shelves in 10 days — or 
face arrest on charges of 
selling marijuana.

And Hassler handed him 
a document: an advisory 
opinion from the state’s 
chief legal officer.

When Indiana Attor-
ney General Todd Rokita 
issued the opinion in Janu-
ary this year declaring that 
the products are illegal, 
law enforcement around 
the state took note — and 
some members of the in-
dustry promptly filed suit.

Wall is among them.
“It’s killing our busi-

ness,” he told the Capital 
Chronicle.

Delta-8 and the other 
products accounted for 
90% of sales, and since 
mid-August, he’s dropped 
from $2,000 days to $300 
days. Now, he’s facing 
staff layoffs, store closures 
and angry customers — 
some of whom, he said, 
are returning to more 
dangerous substances.

Manufacturer and 
distributor 3Chi and the 
Midwest Hemp Council 
originally filed suit on June 
26 against Rokita’s Office 
and the State of Indiana, 
in the U.S. District court 
for the Southern District of 
Indiana. Wall joined in an 
amended complaint filed 
August 16, which also 
added several local law 
enforcement defendants.

***
Opinion issued
Hemp-derived products 

have for years occupied 
a legal gray area, the 
14-page stack of paper 
Hassler brought to Wall’s 
store reads. And it offers a 
definitive interpretation.

Rokita opined that 
Indiana law designates all 
natural and synthetic forms 
of tetrahydrocannabinol 
— the major psychoactive 
component in the canna-
bis plant — as Schedule 
I controlled substances. 
That designation means a 
substance has no accepted 
medical use but does have 
a high potential for abuse.

That’s although, on 
the federal level, such 
hemp-derived substances 
are generally considered 
legal and unregulated — 
as long as they are below 
0.3% delta-9 THC. Above 
that, hemp or hemp prod-
ucts are considered banned 
marijuana.

Following 2018’s federal 
Farm Bill, which removed 
hemp from the definition 
of marijuana, Indiana 
legalized the industrial 
hemp industry. And the 
state used the same 0.3% 
delta-9 THC cutoff in 
legalizing “low THC hemp 
extract” products.

“Indiana law does make 
exceptions for hemp and 
hemp products, as well as 
low THC hemp extracts, 
but delta-8 THC does not 
appear to fall into any of 
these named exceptions, 
either,” Rokita’s office 
wrote. It said Indiana’s list 
of Schedule I substances 
“applies to all canna-
bis plants” and “clearly 
includes derivatives” with 

similar chemical structures 
and effects.

“The plain language of 
the statute and the legis-
lative history indicate a 
clear intent to declassify 
hemp so it could be used 
for agricultural purposes, 
not ‘as a backdoor way to 
legalize THC,'” the office 
continued.

The opinion was a direct 
response to a request by 
Indiana State Police Exec-
utive Director Doug Carter 
and Indiana Prosecuting 
Attorneys Council (IPAC) 
Executive Director Chris 
Naylor.

The document explicitly 
says, “The OAG cannot 
opine on the charging or 
prosecution of individual 
cases and defers to the 
prosecuting attorneys and 
law enforcement officers 
for those decisions.”

Spokespeople for the 
entities didn’t provide 
comment. IPAC noted it 
hadn’t provided guidance 
to counties, but said each 
was aware of the opinion.

***
Some take action
Law enforcement and 

prosecutors were reading 
Rokita’s opinion — and 
acting on it.

“I am writing to inform 
you that if you continue to 
possess and/or sell these 
products, you … could be 
charged with dealing in 
a controlled substance,” 
reads a letter from Wayne 
County Prosecutor Mi-
chael Shipman to Low 
Bob’s Tobacco, in an ex-
hibit for the lawsuit. Ship-
man’s office didn’t return 
a request for comment.

“We are aware of 
ongoing civil litigation 
regarding the legal status 
of certain THC products 
and look forward to more 
clarity in the future,” 
wrote Huntington Police 
Chief Cory R. Boxell. 
“For now, we are request-
ing that our local busi-
nesses cease all purchase, 
sale, and possession of 
any substance containing 
THC, with the exception 
of strictly delta-9 products 
with a concentration below 
0.3%.”

The Huntington Police 
Department, Huntington 
County Prosecutor Jeremy 
Nix and the Evansville 
Police Department — 
named in the lawsuit 
alongside two individual 
law enforcement officers 
— did not return requests 
for comment.

Vanderburgh County 
Prosecutor Diana Moer’s 
office said it had sent out 
letters but hadn’t yet filed 
any cases.

They are among nu-
merous law enforcement 
entities throughout the 
state that have mass-mailed 
letters to businesses selling 
products containing delta-8 
THC and other variants.

Some businesses re-
ceived surprise visits, like 
Wall’s. Some were even 
raided, the lawsuit alleges, 
and their products seized.

In the lawsuit, 3Chi 
alleges that its previous 
Indiana-based bank told 
it to either stop selling its 
products or switch banks, 
forcing a transition. The 
Midwest Hemp Council 
alleged that its members 
have been turned down 
for financing and other 
banking services, and that 
they’re at risk for criminal 
prosecution.

The plaintiffs argue that 
Rokita’s opinion violates 
the 2018 federal Farm Bill 
and provisions in Indiana 
law by “unilaterally reclas-
sify(ing) low THC hemp 

extracts as Schedule I con-
trolled substances.” They 
also request an injunction 
to halt enforcement.

Still, Rokita’s office 
stands by its opinion.

“We were asked by law 
enforcement for our legal 
advice on Indiana law 
as passed by the elected 
General Assembly. We are 
confident in that opinion, 
which notes the exception 
for Delta-9 THC under 
0.3%,” Rokita said in a 
February statement. His 
office directed the Capital 
Chronicle to the statement 
when asked for comment.

“… Those concerned 
with the current law can 
contact their state legis-
lators and senators,” he 
continued.

***
What lies ahead
Wall has little left to sell 

without delta-8: blue lotus 
flower vapes, mushrooms, 
products of less 0.3% del-
ta-9 THC, and the like.

There are ripple effects.
The sale restrictions, 

Wall said, have forced him 
to halt orders from ven-
dors, and the financial hit 
has led him to pull adver-
tisements from billboards 
and radios. Lower revenue 
also means less in taxes — 
at one point, Wall said, he 
was paying over $20,000 
a month in taxes, which 
fund public services.

Customers are also 
affected.

“People come into our 
stores mad,” Wall said. 
“You know, ‘You’ve got 
it in there somewhere!’ 
… No, we don’t, sorry. 
You’re going to have to 
complain to the state about 
that.”

“And all these people 
are going mad because no-
body can get their delta-8 
… or all the other stuff 
that would help them,” he 
said. “You know, (they’re) 
going back to using drugs 
again, or going back to 
the street. I mean, we’ve 
heard it firsthand.”

There are several thou-
sand retailers of delta-8 
and similar products across 
Indiana, estimated Mid-
west Hemp Council Pres-
ident Justin Swanson. But 
enforcement thus far, he 
noted, has been markedly 
county-by-county.

That’s something Rokita 
acknowledges.

“Businesses who sell 
synthetic products or prod-
ucts with a higher concen-
tration of Delta-9 THC 
could be in jeopardy at the 
discretion of their county 
prosecutor,” he said.

Wall, meanwhile, is pur-
suing a move: to Hender-
son, Kentucky, which lies 
just across state lines from 
Evansville.

It’s close by, he said, 
requiring no staff relo-
cations. And it’d remain 
accessible to much of his 
current customer base.

Walls wants to open in 
the next month — the same 
amount of time he esti-
mates he can afford to run 
his Hoosier locations.

Note: This story has 
been corrected to include 
the Indiana State Police 
executive director’s name. 
He is Doug Carter.

- Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle maintains edi-
torial independence. Follow 
Indiana Capital Chronicle on 
facebook.com/IndianaCapi-
talChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

By Leslie Bonilla Muniz
Indiana Capital Chronicle
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Never miss a public notice on legal proceedings!  After it prints in your local newspaper, it goes online here: IndianaPublicNotices.com
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Þ TIM  From Page A1

the local government was 
upset about questions the 
paper was asking. How 
dare it! So a judge issued 
a search warrant and the 
search and seizure that 
followed went way beyond 
norms. Computers, data-
bases and cell phones were 
taken by people who may 
as well have been wearing 
brown shirts.

It’s a long story, but 
the important takeaways 
are that our government 
shouldn’t be able to 
basically shut down a 
newspaper because they 
don’t like something that 
newspaper is doing. Most 
importantly, the elderly 
owner of the paper died of 
a heart attack the next day. 
Five days later, everything 
was returned to the paper 
. . . like nothing had hap-
pened. A person died and 
freedom of the press was 
flushed down a toilet.

Like. Nothing. Had. 
Happened.

Let’s look at our nation-
al political scene.

Love him, hate him 
or don’t care about him, 
Donald Trump probably 
isn’t deserving of being 
the target of almost 100 
indictments.

Hey, to be clear – Even 
some Trump supporters 
have been on record for a 
long time saying he’s an 
arrogant, pompous, blow-
hard. It’s hard in historical 
terms to paint him as the 
greatest president. The 
facts show that he did not 
drain the swamp like he 
said he would, and in fact, 
added a few trillion to 
our national debt. Before 
anyone goes nuts, let’s be 
more specific. He grew 
the national debt by 40 
percent.

We should not be OK 
with that.

But we should also not 
be OK with the guy being 
the target of an investiga-
tion from before he took 
the oath of office – an 
investigation that every-
one now agrees was made 
up as a campaign tactic 
against him. We should 
not be OK with multiple 
politicians lying that they 
had personally seen the ev-
idence (hello Adam Schiff, 
Nancy Pelosi and Chuck 
Schumer) against Trump 
that he was an agent of a 
foreign government. We 
should not be OK with the 
constant witch hunt that 
ran throughout his entire 
presidency. We should 
not be OK with Trump’s 
constant lies or over exag-
gerations or whatever you 
want to call them. Nor 

should we be OK with 
how he treats women – or 
his idiotic mugshot.

If Trump and Biden are 
the best we can offer as a 
country . . . well, is there 
a sadder statement?

Lastly, we should not 
be OK with a government 
that tries to silence its en-
emies – enemies who are 
Americans, we might add 
– not a foreign power.

So, what does the news-
paper in Kansas, the crap-
py presidential contenders 
and the war between the 
left and the right have to 
do with each other?

Us.
You’ve all heard the 

definition of insanity – 
keep doing the same thing 
and expect a different 
outcome. Well, we – as 
in we the people – have 
to stop doing the same 
thing. If you are a Biden 
or Trump fan, how about 
hopping off the crazy train 
to nowheresville for a 
minute and admit neither 
did or are doing a good 
job? How about instead 
of ripping the guy or gal 
across the aisle from your 
political bent we try to see 
if we can find some com-
mon ground? How about 
if we all acknowledge that 
our government ain’t what 
it used to be?

How about if we work 
together to demand better? 
Hell, I’ll vote for a Dem-
ocrat if they have a decent 
plan and seem to be at 
least halfway honest. I’ll 
do the same for a Repub-
lican if they meet those 
standards.

I’ll start trusting our 
government again when 
we band together and fire 
those in power who are 
only about power.

We’ve fallen and I’m 
not sure we can get back 
up. But get up we must, 
and the only way we 
can do that is by work-
ing together. If anyone 
hasn’t learned by now that 
the federal government 
doesn’t have the answer, 
they never will. Keep 
electing good people at 
the local level and demand 
more from inside the 
Beltway.

I hate to break it to you, 
but it’s one of the very 
few answers that has a 
shot at a happy ending.

-Two cents, which is about 
how much Timmons said his 
columns are worth, appears 
periodically on Wednesdays 
in The Paper. Timmons is the 
publisher of The Paper and 
can be contacted at ttim-
mons@thepaper24-7.com.
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all eternity, she spends 
half the year ostensibly 
with the blood rushing to 
her head.

Maybe she’s relieved 
we cannot gaze upon her 
shame, but if you want 
to find her, look for a W 
shape, with five bright 
stars and three dimmer 
ones in the northern sky. 
Do a quick Google search 
to verify what Cassiopeia’s 
formation looks like, grab 
a sleeping bag and some 
bug spray then head out 
where there’s almost no 
light pollution, far from 
the glow of cities and steel 
mills, the street lights 
and cheerfully persistent 
twinklies or Edison bulbs 
we string up outside now-
adays.

While you are out there, 
see if you can spot a satel-
lite gliding across the sky 
between the dots of stars. 
Should you succeed, claim 
two achievements: one for 
escaping light pollution, 
the second for an act of 
simple living.

Light pollution, we 
learned from the film “Into 
the Dark” (not the horror 
series) is not merely a mat-
ter of nostalgia, wherein 
we say, “remember when 
it was dark enough to spy 
constellations” or “when 
the earth had polar ice 
caps.” One of the team 
members in the film notes 
that his kids will never 
experience the polar caps 
as he did. Nature Commu-
nications projects that by 
the 2030s, we will reach 
“blue ocean events” in the 
summer. There will be 
virtually no polar ice in the 
warm months. Ice shields 
deep sea creatures key to 
the food chain.

“Into the Dark” – watch 
it here https://www.
newday.com/films/into-
the-dark -- follows scien-
tists curious about what 
photosynthetic responses 
artificial light in the Arctic 
trigger. The microscopic 
creatures at the start of the 
food chain have a natu-
ral rhythm that has been 
disrupted since the advent 
of the light bulb and the 
exploratory “conquer 
the planet” campaign of 
humans. (It’s been labeled 
the “Anthropocene” era.) 
Creatures that once lay 
dormant in then polar 
winter now wake up early 
because of false light. 
Their early flourishing is 
followed by early death or 
overproduction, depending 
on conditions.

Hapless in the environ-
ment being manipulated 
by human artifice, life ex-
plodes into existence when 
the artificial light switch is 
flipped on. It’s reminiscent 
of cancers, many of which 
are triggered when one 
part of a cell’s reproduc-
tion switch is flipped by 
a chemical or condition, 
and it just reproduces in a 
frenzy.

Not only do small crea-
tures respond unnaturally 
to light pollution; so do 
other creatures, including 
humans. Artificial light 
at night, - blue light from 
phone, computer and tv 
screens, but also incandes-
cent light – interferes with 
the body’s natural cycle 
of releasing melatonin 
in the dark, resulting in 
sleep deprivation, fatigue, 

headaches, stress and 
anxiety among other health 
problems, reports the Na-
tional Geographic. Johns 
Hopkins University reports 
that melatonin disruption 
– which is acute in night 
or swing shift workers – 
increases the chances of 
cancer. Multiple studies 
indicate that melatonin is 
an active cancer fighter be-
cause it is an immune reg-
ulatory agent, a powerful 
antioxidant and prevents 
healthy cells from dying 
when undergoing chemo-
therapy and radiation.

While each cancer is 
unique, many cancers are 
the product of human-in-
troduced toxic chemicals. 
The cause-effect of smoke 
on lungs is easily proven. 
Colo-rectal and pancreat-
ic cancer appear to have 
relationships to highly 
processed foods. Once 
again, the complexity of 
the Anthropocene demon-
strates its insidious effects. 
The obvious response is to 
return to simple and clean 
living, as the second film 
of the series, a short film 
by MoCo resident and 
theology professor Derek 
Nelson urges. You can 
view “Framing House and 
Home” on Vimeo (https://
vimeo.com/798504995), 
and it will only take 10 
minutes.

During the pandemic, 
Nelson felled trees on his 
property and obtained oth-
er locally sourced wood to 
build his portable, timber 
frame home. Because it 
uses older, more sustain-
able methods of building 
and because it’s compact, 
it is more energy efficient 
than traditional homes.

Smaller homes may be 
in our future. They’re fi-
nancially more sustainable, 
as the Wall Street Journal 
reported this week, which 
is why U.S. new home 
starts shrank by 10 percent 
since 2018 to an average 
of about 2,400 square 
feet. Homes were once 
far smaller. Apartment 
Therapy reported in 2019 
that the average home 
in the U.S. was 2,300 
square feet. Compare 
that to Denmark’s 1,475 
sq. feet, France’s 1,216, 
Spain’s 1,044, Ireland’s 
847 and the U.K.’s 818 
square feet. They require 
less stuff, less energy and 
less lighting. With one-
fifth of Americans paying 
to store excess, unused 
goods in storage units, it 
seems we’re paying twice 
for our excess. As J.R.R. 
Tolkien wrote, “If more of 
us valued food and cheer 
and song above hoarded 
gold, it would be a merrier 
world.”

Enjoying the simple 
things in lieu of owning 
them may guide us back 
to the nostalgic joy of 
our past and reap higher 
dividends for our health as 
well as the planet’s.

-The League of Women 
Voters is a nonpartisan, 
multi-issue political orga-
nization which encourages 
informed and active partici-
pation in government. For in-
formation about the League, 
visit the website www.
lwvmontcoin.org; or, visit the 
League of Women Voters of 
Montgomery County, Indiana 
Facebook page.
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Solar Energy Innovator 
Launches US Headquarters, 
Manufacturing In Indiana 

Bila Solar to power 
North American solar 
energy with new module 
manufacturing plant in 
Indianapolis.

Bila Solar, a solar 
energy startup, launched 
today, announced plans 
to establish its U.S. 
headquarters and a state-
of-the-art solar module 
manufacturing facility 
in Indianapolis, creating 
more than 240 new jobs 
in the coming years. 

“Indiana’s entrepre-
neurial ecosystem is 
strong, and we’re excited 
to welcome Bila Solar 
to our growing network 
of innovators advancing 
products that power the 
world,” said Governor 
Eric J. Holcomb. “With 
Bila’s new Indianapolis 
manufacturing operation, 
Indiana’s skilled work-
force will be making solar 
energy more accessible 
and powering our grow-
ing clean energy sector to 
new heights.”

Bila Solar will invest 
more than $35 million 
in its new headquar-
ters and manufacturing 
facility, renovating and 
equipping an existing 
150,000-square-foot space 
just south of downtown 
Indianapolis at 1249 S. 
White River Parkway 
East Drive. The new 
factory, which is expected 
to begin production in 
the summer of 2024, will 
produce a yearly capacity 
of one gigawatt (GW) 
of innovative glassless, 
frameless solar modules – 
an output akin to crafting 
around 5,000 high-ca-
pacity modules daily. 
Bila’s debut product will 
increase opportunities 
for solar power where 
traditional glass modules 
cannot be used, accelerat-
ing the transition to clean 
energy. 

“We are thrilled to 
begin the Bila Solar 
journey in Indianapolis,” 
said Mick McDaniel, 
vice president and U.S. 
general manager of Bila 
Solar. “We’re bringing to 
the U.S. market ultralight 
modules that go where 
traditional solar panels 
can’t go. In Indianapo-
lis, we found a central 
urban location, a diverse 
workforce and an entre-
preneurial spirit – ideal 
for our out-of-the-box 
approach to making clean 
energy attainable for all.”

Bila’s new operations 

will help power Indiana’s 
clean energy storage 
and production industry, 
which ranks No. 4 in the 
U.S. for the cleanest en-
ergy capacity in develop-
ment by Canary Media.  

The company’s debut 
product is a lightweight 
solar module that com-
bines the reliability and 
high efficiency of crys-
talline silicon solar cells 
with the lightness of spe-
cialty designed and pat-
ented aerospace compos-
ites. Weighing just 30% 
of regular glass panels 
and 95% slimmer, these 
modules can be employed 
in various challenging ap-
plications, including low 
load-bearing commercial 
and industrial roofs, wa-
terproof membrane roofs, 
integration into vehicles 
for solar power and off-
grid energy utilization. 

“We are excited to 
welcome Bila Solar to 
Indianapolis,” said Mayor 
Joe Hogsett. “This part-
nership not only bolsters 
our shared commitment to 
power greener solutions, 
but also underscores the 
importance of good-pay-
ing jobs in Indianapolis 
neighborhoods. Just 
recently, Indianapolis 
was ranked one of the top 
cities in the Midwest to 
launch a startup, and Bila 
Solar’s $35 million invest-
ment and creation of 240 
new jobs in Indianapolis 
is a testament to that.”

Pending approval of 
the Indiana Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion (IEDC) board of 
directors, the IEDC will 
commit an investment in 
Bila Solar of up to $4.2 
million in the form of 
incentive-based tax credits 
and up to $300,000 in 
workforce training grants, 
based on the compa-
ny’s investment and job 
creation plans. The IEDC 
will also commit an in-
vestment of up to $2 mil-
lion in Hoosier Business 
Investment tax credits 
and up to $200,000 in 
Manufacturing Readiness 
Grants, which are de-
signed to help companies 
invest in smart manufac-
turing and new technol-
ogies. These tax credits 
are performance-based, 
meaning the company is 
eligible to claim incen-
tives once Hoosiers are 
hired. The city of India-
napolis will offer addi-
tional incentives.
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