
It seems 
like in the 
good ol' days 
the number 
of children in 
each family 
was much 
larger than to-
day. With the 
cost of food, 
clothing, shel-
ter, and other 
basic neces-
sities, it's not 

surprising that couples decide 
to have fewer children today. 
In addition to that, physician 
and hospital expenses are much 
higher. The cost of our first-
born, back in 1971, was $365 
for the doctor, a specialist, and 
a 3-day stay in the hospital. 
Our fourth child, born in 1988, 
cost $4400. It is not uncommon 
today for childbirth expenses to 
exceed $20,000.

When I was growing up, 
there were several large 
families in the Darlington/
Bowers area. Dick and Mildred 
Weliever, who lived just down 
the road from me, had seven 
children...Charlie, Bob, Betty, 
Mary Lou, Donna, Nancy, and 
Susie. If memory serves me 
correctly, Dick and Mildred 
were 47 years old when Susie 
was born in 1963. Mildred told 
me one time that a few strang-
ers she met in stores thought 
Susie was her grandchild!

Another family with seven 

children were the Wilsons. 
Elbert and Elsie Wilson lived 
south of town and were the par-
ents of Elizabeth, Joe, Winston, 
Gloria, Beverly, Debbie, and 
Phyllis. Not to be outdone was 
the Gable family, who lived 
north of Bowers. Dick and 
Helen Gable were parents to 
eight kids...Marilyn, Richard, 
Sarah, Ed, Cathy, Jim, Mark, 
and Miriam. After Miriam was 
born, Helen must have been 
watching the TV show "Eight 
is Enough!" Ed, Miriam, and 
Richard, along with Richard's 
son, John and his family, still 
live in the same area, known as 

Cub Scout Tucker Riddell and Mayor 
Todd Barton offer a smile while Tucker 
was being recognized for being the 
number one popcorn seller for Cub 
Scout Pack 909.

The wonderful days of summer are 
nearing an end. And yes, I know 
some of you like fall. Thing is, some 
of us like spring and summer more.

Community Event: Harvest Festival
Come join us at our annual Harvest Festival! Bring the whole family 
and enjoy live music, yummy fall food, artisan vendors, a Car Show 
on Saturday and Family Fun Zone on Sunday! This is a year you don't 
want to miss. Where: Davidson Greenhouse & Dispensary; 3147 E 
Ladoga Rd. Crawfordsville. When: Saturday, September 30 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. & Sunday, October 1 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
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Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye 

shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you: For ev-

ery one that asketh receiveth; 
and he that seeketh findeth; 
and to him that knocketh it 

shall be opened. 

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Remove honeybee stingers by 
scraping the surface of the skin 

with a credit card.
Today’s health tip was brought 
to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be 
sure to catch his column each 

week in The Paper and online at 
www.thepaper24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1From Indiana Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs; 
Indiana Veteran Families 

experiencing financial hard-
ship can apply for $500 per 
dependent child for back-to-
school expenses. Students 
must live in a veteran’s 
home. Children K-12 up to 
age 18 and Full-Time college 
students, up to age 23 qual-
ify. Must provide Application, 
DD-214, Bank Statement, 
Proof of income, Proof of 
child’s dependency, proof of 
child’s residency. Use this 
link: https://www.in.gov/
dva/files/2023-BTS-app.pdf 
to fill out the application.  .

2It's time to register for 
TAF's Fall 2023. After 
School Arts Program! 

Covering the full spectrum 
of creative disciplines, TAF's 
After School Arts Program 
makes a meaningful differ-
ence in the lives of youth 
in our community. ASAP 
classes give students the 
opportunity to learn new 
visual and performing arts 
skills while also reinforc-
ing academics, improving 
self-esteem, and inspiring 
creativity. All classes are 
free! The program meets at 
The Arts Federation, locat-
ed at 638 North Street in 
Downtown Lafayette. Please 
note that perfect attendance 
is expected.

3 The Crawfordsville / 
Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce 

is hosting a City / County 
Legislative Lunch at 11:30 
a.m. on Friday, September 
22, on the 3rd floor of Fu-
sion 54, 101 W. Main Street, 
Crawfordsville. The panel 
will consist of Mayor Todd 
Barton, City Council Andy 
Biddle, County Commission-
er Dan Guard, and County 
Council Jake Bohlander. 
The sponsor for this event 
is Lakeside Book Company. 
Lunch will be catered by 
Maxine’s on Green. This event 
is open to the public. The 
cost for the event is $10 for 
Crawfordsville/Montgomery 
County Chamber of Com-
merce members and $15 
for non-chamber members. 
Space is limited so please 
register to attend online at 
crawfordsvillechamber.com 
by Friday, September 15. For 
more information regarding 
the breakfast or the chamber, 
please contact Stacy Sommer 
at ssommer@crawfordsville-
chamber.com

 OBITUARIES
Michele Dee Wright

 TODAY’S JOKE
A new restaurant called Karma is 
opening. There’s not going to be 
any menu. You walk in and get what 
you deserve.

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:31 a.m. 
SET: 7:51 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 78 °F
Low: 50 °F

Today is...
• Get Ready Day

• National IT Professionals 
Day

• National Voter Registra-
tion Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 2010 Oil rig Deepwater 
Horizon is declared sealed 

after a 5-month long spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico. Thought 

to be one of the biggest 
accidents in the oil and gas 
industry, the Deepwater 

Horizon spill or the BP oil 
spill began on April 20, 
2010, when an explosion 

destroyed the rig and killed 
11 people.

• 2006 A Military coup 
overthrows the elected gov-
ernment in Thailand. Forces 

loyal to General Sonthi 
Boonyaratglin overthrew the 
elected government of Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 
and dissolved the parliament 

and the constitution.
• 1944 The Moscow Armi-
stice ends the Continuation 
War. The peace treaty was 
signed between the Soviet 
Union, United Kingdom, 
and Finland. It put an end 
to the conflict between the 
USSR and Finland between 

1941 and 1944. 

Births On This Day
• 1964 Trisha Yearwood

American singer-songwriter, 
actress

• 1911 William Golding
English author, poet, play-

wright, Nobel Prize laureate

Deaths On This Day
• 1968 Chester Carlson

American physicist, invented 
Xerography

• 1881 James A. Garfield
American politician, 20th 
President of the United 

States

BUTCH 
DALE
COLUMNIST

Phots courtesy of Athens Arts

Art On Thursday, Mixed Media
What is ''mixed media''? 

Mixed Media describes art 
work in which more than one 
medium or material has been 
used.

This is an art form which 
involves combining different 
materials like ribbons, fabric, 

leaves, newspaper clippings, 
photographs, paints, inks, 
etc. to create a new art work. 
While it was a sporadic prac-
tice in antiquity, it became a 
fundamental part of modern 
art in the early 20th century, 
due to the efforts of artist like 

Picasso.
Come join artist Ellie Dieck-

meyer for a fun class and make 
your own mixed media art 
piece. Instruction and supplies 
needed for students will be 

Lots Of Kids In Some 
Darlington Families!!!

See BUTCH Page A6

Photo courtesy of Butch Dale
Five of the Carpenter boys...
Bill, Harold, Jack, Don and 
Jim... Not Shown is Kenny, who 
was born nine years later.

Speaker Coming 
To Kiwanis To 
Discuss Organ 
Donation

Do you want to find out more 
about organ donation? Matt 
Shirk with the Indiana Donor 
Network will be speaking to the 
Crawfordsville Kiwanis Club 
on Thursday at the Kiwanians’ 
weekly meeting. It is open to 
the public.

Specifically, the Indiana Do-
nor Network:

•Provides Hoosiers with 
information needed to make 
an educated decision about 
donation

•Coordinates the donation 
process according to federal 
regulations and with the utmost 
respect for medical ethics

•Offers access to the Indiana 
Donor Registry so people can 
sign up to be a donor

•Offers grief support services 
to families before, during and 
after donation

•Assists Indiana hospitals in 
developing donation policies 
and procedures, and educates 
healthcare professionals about 
the donation process

•Evaluates potential donors 
for medical suitability to donate 
organs and/or tissue

•Recovers organs and tissue 
from donors on-site in the Indi-
ana Donor Network Organ and 
Tissue Recovery Center

Come on out and hear from 
Matt at the Crawfordsville 
District Public Library at 11:30 
a.m. Thursday in the Donnelly 
Room on the lower level.

See ART Page A6
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 OBITUARIES
Michele Dee Wright 

March 16, 1969, Wednesday, September, 13, 2023
Michele Dee (Griffin) Wright, 

age 54, of Waveland, passed away 
on Wednesday, September 13, 2023 
at Franciscan Health Indianapolis. 
She was born in Clinton on March 
16, 1969 to Jess “Mike” Griffin and 
Lolanda Joy (Woody) Amen.

Michele graduated from Craw-
fordsville High School. She was a 
devoted mother to her children and 
loved spending time with her fami-
ly. She enjoyed listening to music and singing. Michele 
strived to make people happy, she made sure when they 
left her house, they were feeling happy.

Michele is survived by her parents; two children, 
Natasha (Branden Monnett) Wright and Jericho (Aman-
da) Wright; sisters, Rhonda Griffin and Heather Griffin; 
nieces and nephews, Austin Wright, Jasmine Hayes, 
and Christopher Elliot; special family members, Judy 
and Roger Wright; special friends Cathy McDaniel and 
Jodell Robinson; and several other close friends.

Michele was preceded in death by her two sons, Jor-
dan Bythwood and Shawn Griffin; and her Grandma and 
Grandpa Griffin.

There will be a visitation at Sanders Priebe Funeral 
Care, 315 S. Washington Street in Crawfordsville on 
Wednesday, September 20, 2023, from 2:00 pm until 
the time the funeral service at 3:00 pm. Sanders Priebe 
Funeral Care is entrusted with care.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be given 
to Sanders Priebe Funeral Care to assist the family with 
funeral expenses. You may donate by clicking on the 
donation tab on Michele’s obituary, or mail a donation to 
Sanders Priebe Funeral Care, 315 S. Washington Street, 
Crawfordsville, Indiana 47933. Share memories and con-
dolences online at www.SandersFuneralCare.com

Photos courtesy of JUMP
On the left, a JUMP group photo at the Breakfast Company. On the right, Dave and Deb Polley with Dakota at 
Animal Shelter.

JUMP Gives Back To The Community
This past Saturday was 

the JUMP group event for 
September. The JUMP 
program consists of volun-
teers who mentor the youth 
in our community. They 
do one on one activities 
together on their own but 
this program also provides 
a group event each month 
at no cost to the mentors 
or the mentees.

This month 25 mentors 
and mentees met at the 
Breakfast Company in 

Crawfordsville for brunch, 
followed by some commu-
nity service at the Animal 
Welfare League. After 
the brunch, some of the 
group met at the shelter 
and walked the dogs who 
are waiting to be adopted. 
“The Animal Welfare 
League can always use 
volunteers to come and 
walk the dogs at their shel-
ter,” stated Jill Hampton, 
JUMP Program Manager. 
“While these animals are 

waiting for their forever 
homes, they need love, at-
tention as well as exercise. 
The trails are beautiful this 
time of year and the dogs 
certainly enjoy getting out 
of their kennels for a nice 
walk. The JUMP program 
not only tries to provide 
positive role models for 
children, but also tries to 
instill the importance of 
giving back.”

As always, the JUMP 
program has kids waiting 

to be matched with an 
adult volunteer age 21 or 
older. To become a vol-
unteer call 362-0694 ext. 
102 or email sara@mcysb.
org. To learn more about 
the Montgomery County 
Youth Service Bureau 
visit www.mcysb.org or 
visit their Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/
mcysb.

The Youth Service 
Bureau is a United Fund 
Partner Agency!

4 SEASONS
Roofing & Woodworks

765-505-2234
765-505-2234

We specialize in 
Residential & Agriculture Pole Buildings

BONWELL
LAWN CARE
765-307-6865

Mulching • Mowing
Weed Eating

Tree Limb Removal
Free Estimates / Insured

Free Estimates

Flat Roofs
Metal Roofing

New Roofs
Residential & Commercial
Roofing & Construction 

Roof Repair

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

Hammer Head
Construction

INSURED • REFERENCES • QUALITY WORK
ALL WORK CONSIDERED

765-225-8442
Home Team

HVAC

317-966-0055

Based out of Putnam County

Call us today! We fix & 
replace 

HVAC units

Junky Joe’s Antiques & 
Collectibles

765-492-3639 / 765-505-3666
Closed on Monday & Thursday

Used Furniture
Accumulated for 63 years

I have it all!

Eugene (CAYUGA), IN

765-569-3894
4300 N Judson Rd. • Rockville

FLOOR COVERING
Parke County

Tarkett Flooring
Vinyl Plank Flooring

Underlayment • Linoleum

Armstrong    Congoleum

Parke 
Stable 
Works

We are a company that operates in the farming industry

765-569-3894
4300 N Judson RD.
Rockville

Indiana Based 
Photographer

Portraits
Families
Couples

Pets

765-366-2816
Call or Text:

765.361.0100

Thanks for reading The Paper!
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Halloween-themed 
House

We’re looking for some of the 
spookiest and most fun 

Halloween houses around 
Montgomery County.

 If you decorate for Halloween, 
take a picture of your house 

and e-mail it to 
news@thepaper24-7.com.

Be sure to include the address and 
your contact info and we’ll share 

some of the photos with our 
readers in The Paper and online.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

AUTOMOTIVE FUNERAL HOMESELECTRICAL

VETERANS

HOME SERVICES

BANKING

Banking Locally 
Makes a 

Difference

765-364-0784
www.myhhsb.com

Josh Foxworthy
jfoxworthy@myhhsb.com

Jordan Burkett
jburkett@myhhsb.com

Je� Kiger
jkiger@myhhsb.com

Contact our Ag Team today at 765-364-0784

www.myhhsb.com Eq

Locally Owned.
Community Minded.
Customer Focused.

Readers’ 
Choice  

Winner!

Eq

HOME LOANS
Count on our

Real Estate team
to help you make
the right moves!
765-364-0784

www.myhhsb.com

Thanks for 
making 
us #1 
Montgomery 
County!

1661 South US 231
Crawfordsville
765-364-0784

Compassionate guidance
 IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

We provide complete funerals, cremations and memorial 
services, helping you handle all the details of your love 

one’s final arrangements with the utmost care and dignity.

Our family caring for yours.

SANDERS PRIEBE FUNERAL CARE
315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN • (765) 362-6849

SANDERS SHOEMAKER FUNERAL CARE 
202 Bratton Road, Waynetown, IN 47990 • 765-234-2224

SANDERS FUNERAL CARE 
203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN 47952 • 765-397-3499

Compassionate guidance
 IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

We provide complete funerals, cremations and memorial 
services, helping you handle all the details of your love 

one’s final arrangements with the utmost care and dignity.

Our family caring for yours.

SANDERS PRIEBE FUNERAL CARE
315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN • (765) 362-6849

SANDERS SHOEMAKER FUNERAL CARE 
202 Bratton Road, Waynetown, IN 47990 • 765-234-2224

SANDERS FUNERAL CARE 
203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN 47952 • 765-397-3499

Compassionate guidance
 IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

We provide complete funerals, cremations and memorial 
services, helping you handle all the details of your love 

one’s final arrangements with the utmost care and dignity.

Our family caring for yours.

SANDERS PRIEBE FUNERAL CARE
315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN • (765) 362-6849

SANDERS SHOEMAKER FUNERAL CARE 
202 Bratton Road, Waynetown, IN 47990 • 765-234-2224

SANDERS FUNERAL CARE 
203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN 47952 • 765-397-3499

Sanders
FUNERAL CARE

Our family caring for yours.

Burkhart
Funeral Home

201 West Wabash Ave.
Crawfordsville

(765) 362-5510

765-225-1133
765-367-2402

We will clean 
anywhere in Indiana

Find us on Facebook
@ Jack’s Bicycles

Saturday’s Biggest 
Bike Sale

10am-2pm
Every Saturday

Rain or Shine

322 North Odell St.
Brownsburg

765-776-2531

KING’S
Repair, LLC

765-597-2015
5947 County Rd 350 E • Marshall

Plumbing Supplies
Bath tubs, vanities, toilets 

& water heaters

Pet Food & Supplies
Softener Salt

Bar & Chain Oil• Hydraulic Oil
Motor Oil • Electrical • Bolts

Custom-made Hydraulic Hoses

Bar Stock Steel
Channel • Angle • Flat

Pipe • Sheet Metal

FEATURED BUSINESS

RETAIL

C’ville
Docs

(765) 364-6971
1408 Darlington Ave.

Suite F
 Crawfordsville

Home Medical 
Equipment & Supplies 

HOME SERVICES

Fisher’s
DISCOUNT STORE

6492 E 850 N
Waveland

M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm
TU 8 am-8 pm

FRI & SAT 8 am-5 pm
Closed Sunday

765-435-7231

Discount groceries, 
bulk foods, meat & cheese

Banking Locally 
Makes a 

Difference

765-364-0784
www.myhhsb.com

Josh Foxworthy
jfoxworthy@myhhsb.com

Jordan Burkett
jburkett@myhhsb.com

Je� Kiger
jkiger@myhhsb.com

Contact our Ag Team today at 765-364-0784

www.myhhsb.com Eq

Locally Owned.
Community Minded.
Customer Focused.

Readers’ 
Choice  

Winner!

Eq

HOME LOANS
Count on our

Real Estate team
to help you make
the right moves!
765-364-0784

www.myhhsb.com

Thanks for 
making 
us #1 
Montgomery 
County!

1661 South US 231
Crawfordsville
765-364-0784

Contact our advertising department  at 765-361-0100 ext. 1 
to be included in our next Service Directory.

FUNERAL HOMES

RESTAURANTS

Automotive Technical Services
Best Best Alignment in TAlignment in TTown!own!TTTTT

1407 W 500 S • Crawfordsville • 765-866-7103f

SHOEMAKER FUNERAL HOME
Built in 1955 by Darwin and Mary Servies the funeral home was both their business and a 

home. At that time the address was 202 Alamo Road, Waynetown. In 1958 John Thomas came 
to work for Darwin & Mary as a Funeral Director.  By 1968 Darwin and Mary Servies built a 
new home on Garfield street in Waynetown and retired, selling the business to John and Mau-
rene Thomas. In the mid to late 1980’s John and Maurene began to think about retiring. Having 
grown up visiting her Aunt Maurene and Uncle John at the funeral home, Nancy Shoemaker 
agreed to go back to school to study mortuary science. Graduating from Mid America College 
of Mortuary Science in August 1988, Nancy began working at the funeral home that month. She 
and her husband Joe and daughter Amanda moved from Romney to Waynetown in June 1989. 
On October 1, 1991 John and Maurene Thomas retired and sold the funeral home to Nancy and 
Joe Shoemaker.

In 2006 Waynetown renamed State Road 25 from the Pioneer Cemetery to the edge of town
as Bratton Road. Thus, making the funeral home’s new physical address 202 Bratton Road. 
Nancy has just celebrated 21 years of working at the funeral home as a Funeral Director and 
Embalmer. She is also a Pre-need counselor and licensed for Pre-need Insurance sales. One 
of the things that makes this funeral home unique is that it currently has an all female staff as ff
Nancy is assisted in the daily operations of 
the business by Pam Howey. 

Through all the years and changes that 
have happened at the funeral home one thing 
has always stayed the same. Each family 
who has owned it has taken pride in their 
commitment of service and compassion. 
They have always been and continue to be 
active in the local community organizations 
and they love being a part of a small town.

10 October 2014 Open for Business

TeTeri & Joe Wri & Joe Woodrowoodrow

Est. 1958

Automotive
Technical
Services

Come see us for your 
automotive needs!

1407 W 500 S
Crawfordsville

(765) 866-7103

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 9/30/23

FUNERAL HOMES

321 SOUTH STREET
LINDEN

765-339-4321

HERE WHEN YOU 

Need Us Most

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

HOME SERVICES

Bellmore
Country Store
6987 US 36

Rockville
765-344-1520
Mon • Tues • Wed • Fri

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

MAUS
FUNERAL 

HOME
206 Water St.

Hillsboro
765-798-5555

704 Council St.
Attica

765-764-4418
mausfuneralhome.com

SANDERS PRIEBE FUNERAL CARE
315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN 

(765) 362-6849

SANDERS SHOEMAKER FUNERAL CARE 
202 Bratton Rd, Waynetown, IN 

765-234-2224

SANDERS FUNERAL CARE 
203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN

765-397-3499

WWW.SANDERSFUNERALCARE .COM

FUNERAL  CARE
Sanders

OUR FAMILYCaring FOR YOURS.
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Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-

cellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.
boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Installations? 
Geeks on Site will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras, 
Home Theater Systems & 

Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF 
coupon 42537! (Restrictions 

apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271

2, 3, and 4 
Bedroom 

Rental Homes

Call Hooks 
(765) 918-8700

www.hookshomesindiana.com

Halloween 
Writing Contest
We’re having our fun and frivolous 
Halloween Writing Contest and the 

entries are being accepted now.

Here’s how it works:
Four winners will be selected and those 
stories will be published, along with the 
author’s name and photo, in October. 

If the judges select any stories as 
honorable mentions, those will be 

published on our web site.

We’d suggest dusting off the cobwebs – 
unless cobwebs, creaky stairs and 
paintings with moving eyeballs are 

appropriate to your story – and getting 
busy. You know the first rule of writing, 

right? Butt in chair!

So get yourself situated in front of a key-
board and let those fingers fly!

Tell us a ghost story, a spooky tale, 
perhaps a fiction piece about the ghost of 

Gen. Lew or Henry Lane, or perhaps 
a tale spun up from one of the 

pre-consolidation high schools. That’s 
the great thing – it’s a Halloween writing 

contest, so the who, what, where, and 
when are all up to you!

Write your Halloween-themed story and 
e-mail it to news@thepaper24-7.com or 
drop it off at our office, 127 E. Main St. 
in Crawfordsville (If you e-mail, please 
copy and paste the story in the body of 
the e-mail and not as an attachment)

Do not exceed 750 words

Connect your story to Crawfordsville 
and / or Montgomery County somehow.

The writing must be your own and 
original. You must own the rights to it 
and sign a release stating as such and 

giving us permission to publish it.

Get it to us by noon, Sept. 29.

PROUDLY 
MADE IN THE USA 

50 S 1110 E  • Rockville

Flagpoles • Flags • Solar Lights
Flagpole Parts & Hardware

Commercial • Residential

We offer sales, service, 
and installation

Visit us online:
thepaper24-7.com



Dear EarthTalk: 
What’s the kerfuffle over 
uranium mining near the 
Grand Canyon?

Since the 1950s when 
uranium was discovered 
below the desert in the 
Grand Canyon region of 
Arizona, land managers, 
resource extractors, envi-
ronmentalists and locals 
have debated the ecologi-
cal impacts of mining this 
heavy metal that serves 
as an abundant source 
of concentrated energy 
for nuclear power plants 
and other applications. 
The Grand Canyon is a 
World Heritage Site and 
a protected national park; 
worries that uranium min-
ing in the area could harm 
the environment and the 
park's natural resources 
are central to the debate. 
Meanwhile, uranium min-
ing in the region poses a 
serious threat to the native 
people like the Havasupai 
who have called the Grand 
Canyon home for centu-
ries.

In 2012, the Havasupai 
worked with then Presi-
dent Barack Obama for 
a 20-year moratorium on 
uranium mining in the 
region because the mining 
could threaten the tribe’s 
only water source, Ha-
vasu Creek. The harmful 
tailings from the mining, 
loaded with heavy metals, 
could contaminate the 
creek, rendering the water 
non-potable. Operations 

would also endanger 
sacred and cultural sites. 
And so, the danger to the 
Havasupai land seemed to 
be diverted.

But the can was only 
kicked further down the 
road: As climate change 
continues to rage on, inter-
est in nuclear energy has 
resurfaced, and mining 
companies have started 
nosing around the Grand 
Canyon region again, this 
time just outside of the na-
tional park where uranium 
reserves are reportedly 
abundant without the red 
tape of being on federally 
protected land.

Furthermore, mining 
companies say they can go 
about their business with 
minimal impact given the 
advent of better mining 
technology. Energy Fuels 
Resources, the company 
that owns the only claim 
in the Grand Canyon area, 
says they can operate 
without affecting the 
groundwater, and that 
they are just as dedicated 
to preserving the land 
as everyone else. Local 
Arizonians also support 
the mining, with local 
officials preaching about 
the stimulating effect the 
operation would have on 
the local economy.

However, the miners 
have been faced with some 
pushback by Democrats 
and the White House. The 
land surrounding the Can-
yon makes up less than 
two percent of uranium 
reserves in the U.S., so 
why not look elsewhere? 
President Biden took 

executive action on the 
issue, using the Antiquities 
Act to create the “Baaj 
Nwaavjo I’tah Kukveni—
Ancestral Footprints of the 
Grand Canyon National 
Monument,” a massive 
900,000 acre preserve 
to federally protect the 
lands of tribes like the 
Havasupai. And although 
it won’t completely shut 
down all mining opera-
tions outside the Canyon—
claims to nearby Pinyon 
Plain have been affirmed 
by the federal courts—the 
monument does stand as 
a victory for native tribes 
in the region. It appears 
that the native people have 
struck gold in protecting 
their culture and identity 
for the near future.

CONTACTS: New national 
monument comes after more 
than a decade of advoca-
cy by Native nations, npr.
org/2023/08/08/1192556327/
new-national-monument-
comes-after-more-than-a-de-
cade-of-advocacy-by-native-
natio; Biden Protects Land by 
Grand Canyon but Will Still 
Allow Mining, bnanews.bna.
com/environment-and-energy/
bidens-grand-canyon-monu-
ment-declaration-wont-block-
all-mining-1; Keeping urani-
um mining out of the Grand 
Canyon, grandcanyontrust.
org/grand-canyon-uranium.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss 
for the 501(c)3 nonprofit 
EarthTalk. See more at 
https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earthtalk.
org. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.

Buried 
deep in the 
wallet of 
Shawn Fain 
is a well-
worn pay 
stub of one 
of his two 
grandfa-
thers. It’s a 
reminder of 
where the 

new United Auto Workers 
president comes from, 
here in the City of Firsts.

Two of his grandpar-
ents were General Motor 
retirees at Kokomo and 
one worked at Chrysler 
starting in 1937. Nine 
years later in 1946, the 
UAW’s negotiation strate-
gy with the then-Big Three 
American automakers was 
to bargain with one, and 
then use that template for 
the other two.

Fain is now in the vortex 
of the American labor 
movement. He was elected 
as president of the UAW 
in March after beginning 
his career as an electrician 
at the Chrysler Kokomo 
Casting Plant. His election 
was seen as a sea change 
in the world of auto-mak-
ing.

“He’s always been a 
labor activist. He was al-
ways locally popular with 
rank and file members,” 
said former Kokomo May-
or Greg Goodnight, who 
worked for Haynes Inter-
national and was a union 
president at the same time 
as Fain was at Chrysler 
(now a unit of Stellantis).

But Fain is doing his 
negotiations in Detroit 
far differently than his 
predecessors. The UAW’s 
contracts at the Detroit 
automakers expire at 11:59 
p.m. Thursday. He said 
on Wednesday that while 
there has been progress, 
the four sides are still far 
apart.

“All sides are watching 
what the others are doing, 
then trying to match them 
or offer something that is 
more advantageous to their 
balance sheets while still 
meeting a union demand,” 
the Detroit Free Press 
reported. “That’s precise-
ly what UAW President 
Shawn Fain had in mind 
when he decided this year 
to negotiate national labor 
contracts with all three 

manufacturers at once, and 
very publicly, refusing to 
name one company as the 
negotiating lead, instead 
playing each car company 
and their offers off the 
others.”

What Fain and the De-
troit carmakers decide will 
have a big impact in Indi-
ana, which is part of the 
UAW’s Region 3, where 
membership peaked in the 
1950s at 140,000. In 1982, 
Indiana’s membership in 
Region 3 of the UAW was 
100,000. By the 1990s, 
membership in Region 3 
had fallen to 85,000, and it 
faced the challenge of the 
continuing decline of U.S. 
automobile industry plants.

In the year before the 
Great Recession put 
Chrysler and GM on 
the brink of extinction 
in 2008, “Shawn was 
anti-ratification due to the 
agreement implementing 
tiers and cutting wages 
for workers in half,” the 
UAW website said. “Many 
times, at council meetings, 
he was ostracized for 
speaking up against the 
agreements as they didn’t 
serve the best interest of 
the Membership.”

Fain was asked on CNN 
earlier this week wheth-
er a strike at the Detroit 
automakers could damage 
the recovering U.S. econ-
omy. “In the last decade 
they made a quarter of a 
trillion dollars in profits,” 
Fain said. “In the last six 
months alone they made 
$25 billion in profits. In 
the last four years, the 
price of cars went up 30%. 
CEO pay went up 40%. 
No one said a word; no 
one had any complaints 
about that. 

“Now, God forbid, 
workers actually ask for 
their fair share of equity in 
the fruits of the labor and 
the product they produce, 
and all of a sudden it’s the 
end of the world,” Fain 
said. “It’s not that we’re 
going to wreck the econo-
my. We’re going to wreck 
their economy, the one 
that works for the billion-
aire class. It doesn’t work 
for the working class.”

Fain also isn’t reticent 
about wading into Amer-
ican politics. This comes 
as the House Republican 
Study Group formerly 

headed by U.S. Rep. Jim 
Banks advocated a shift 
from Republican advocacy 
of big business to that of 
blue-collar workers.

Asked on MSNBC 
whether he plans to en-
dorse President Biden for 
reelection, Fain respond-
ed, “We’ll make that 
decision when the time is 
right. Our endorsements 
are going to be earned, not 
freely given.”

He then pivoted to “the 
other person we talked 
about, the other candi-
date,” meaning Republican 
presidential frontrunner 
Donald Trump. In 2020, 
Trump carried Howard 
County (home to GM 
and Stellantis plants in 
Kokomo) with 65% of 
the vote, to Biden’s 33%, 
up from 63% in 2016. In 
Allen County (GM at Fort 
Wayne), in 2020 it was 
Trump 55%-43% over 
Biden. In Lawrence Coun-
ty (GM at Bedford) Trump 
carried it with 74%. In 
Grant County (GM at 
Marion) Trump won with 
68%.

“I’ll be real about that 
person,” Fain said of 
Trump. “I’ll never forget 
in the ’16 race when he 
spoke about workers in 
Michigan, union jobs in 
the Midwest, he said we 
need to do a rotation in 
this country. We need to 
move those jobs to other 
places that pay less money 
and those people will be 
begging for their jobs 
back. That’s not a person 
I want as my president. 
And then he made the 
comment recently telling 
people to stop paying their 
union dues,” Fain said. 
“That’s not someone who 
represents working-class 
people. He’s part of the 
billionaire class and we 
ought not to forget that.”

The Wall Street Journal 
observed on Tuesday: 
“Unions aren’t the force in 
the U.S. that they used to 
be. That doesn’t mean they 
can’t pack a punch.”

In the coming days, 
we’ll find out how hard 
that punch is.

-Brian Howey is senior 
writer and columnist for 
Howey Politics Indiana/State 
Affairs. Find Howey on Face-
book and Twitter @hwypol.
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We 
all read 
about 
Pastor 
Jeff's 
latest 
tribula-
tion in 
the local 
paper, 
the Val-

ley Weekly Miracle. May-
be tribulation is too strong 
a word, because, after all, 
when someone leaves your 
church a huge legacy, 
isn't it time for rejoicing? 
Shouldn't we all be walk-
ing around the walls of 
Jericho tootling on ram's 
horns and beating the 
drums in jubilation?

It seems one of Pas-
tor Jeff's former church 
members - a kinda strange 
former church member - 
went off to the city some 
years ago and became a 
fairly well-known painter 
of pictures. When this 
eccentric artist went to that 
great studio in the sky re-
cently, leaving no family, 
his will left everything to 
Pastor Jeff's congregation. 
There was a little money, 
which was welcomed, nat-
urally, but the main item 
was paintings. More than 
a thousand of them. They 
are now the property of 
Pastor Jeff's church. They 

have filled the basement 
with them and they're 
threatening to crowd the 
pie-cooling counter in the 
ladies' kitchen area, which 
just can't happen.

They must be sold, of 
course, but there is one 
catch: none of them are 
named, and everyone 
knows a painting must 
have a name or else it's 
not a real work of art. 
These paintings are from 
the school of abstract ex-
pressionism, which means 
there's a lot of bright paint 
on them, and if you can 
look at one and figure out 
what it's supposed to be, 
the artist failed.

A painting-naming 
committee was formed, 
naturally, and the last we 
heard, had about a dozen 
paintings named, based 
loosely on what some wild 
curve or blob on the can-
vas brought to someone's 
mind.

Of course, down at the 
Mule Barn truck stop's 
philosophy counter and 
world dilemma think tank, 
we came up with a solu-
tion in about three cups' 
time.

The trick, we decided, 
is to blend nonsensical 
words together, because 
anyone who would buy 
one of these paintings has 

an obvious contempt for 
reality in the first place. 
So we came up with a 
formula. Make a list 
and name a painting an 
amalgamation/dynamism/
cataclysm/rudiment/des-
potism/heraldry/approxi-
mation of sin/pulchritude/
embellishment/innocence/
hitchiking/world order/
fishing season/spaghetti 
feeds/lassitude/ennui/cy-
clamates.

You simply pick one 
from one column, one 
from the other column, 
slap 'em together and 
there you go. With seven 
in the first column and 
11 in the second column, 
the naming committee 
can instantly name at 
least 77 paintings. And 
this was just during three 
cups of Mavis's best. A 
hard-working church com-
mittee could name a thou-
sand paintings during one 
of Pastor Jeff's sermons 
and be back in business in 
time for the benediction.

I’m putting my dibs 
down on Despotism of 
Pulchritude. Hope I don’t 
get outbid.

------
Read the first novel ever 

published in Alaska - The 
Long Dark by Slim Randles. 
https://archive.org/details/
longdark0000slim

Slim Randles
Home Country

Naming Paintings In The Abstract

Looking Up In The Sky
Get 

in your 
element for 
National 
Library 
Card 
Month with 
amateur 
astronomy! 
The annual 
Perseid 

meteor shower wrapped 
up at the beginning of this 
month, but you still have a 
lot to look forward to. The 
Orionid meteor shower is 
September 26 to Novem-
ber 22, with its peak in the 
early morning of October 
22, and the Geminid me-
teor shower will be visible 
from November 19 to 
December 24.

On Saturday, October 
14, there will be an Annu-
lar Solar Eclipse, meaning 
the Moon will mostly 
block out the Sun, leaving 
just a thin ring of light 
around the edge. Craw-
fordsville is outside of the 
direct path of the eclipse, 
so we will only see a 
partial eclipse. Join us in 
the Donnelley Room from 

10:00 - 10:30 that morn-
ing for a family-friendly 
presentation all about 
eclipses, and pick up some 
eclipse viewing glasses to 
keep your eyes safe!

These are the highlights, 
but in good conditions, 
you can see the stars any 
night. Optimal viewing 
conditions are out in the 
countryside, away from 
ambient light like street-
lights, cars, and houses. 
Check the weather – if it’s 
cloudy, you won’t be able 
to see much. The Moon is 
beautiful and worth view-
ing with the naked eye or 
through a telescope, but 
if you want to get a good 
look at the constellations, 
wait until the new moon. 
Without the bright light 
reflecting off the surface of 
the Moon, the sky will be 
darker, allowing you to see 
dim, distant stars that are 
usually washed out. The 
Big Dipper, also known 
as Ursa Major, is one of 
the easiest constellations 
to find as it includes the 
bright North Star. Orion is 
also very beginner-friend-

ly, as the cluster of three 
stars that make up his belt 
is very distinctive.

Want help getting start-
ed? We have a Stargazing 
book display on the second 
floor with everything 
you need to know. While 
you’re here, pick up a 
paper sundial craft kit at 
the Reference Desk. The 
how-to video is linked on 
our website, or you can 
go straight to the Craw-
fordsville District Public 
Library YouTube channel 
to find all our past videos.

Check out what’s 
happening on our website 
at www.cdpl.lib.in.us 
or call us at 765-362-
2242. The library is open 
Monday-Thursday 9a-9p, 
Friday-Saturday 9a-5p, 
and Sunday 1-5p.

The information in this 
article has been taken from 
the Smithsonian Magazine 
and the American Astro-
nomical Society.

-Susanna Howard is a 
Library Assistant in the 
Reference and Local History 
department at CDPL.

SUSANNA 
HOWARD
Fresh Off The Shelf

765.361.0100

Visit us online:
thepaper24-7.com
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Þ BUTCH  From Page A1 Wabash College Featured On U.S. 
News’ Best Liberal Arts Colleges List
Wabash also cited for overall excellence, value, and social mobility

Wabash College contin-
ues to be ranked among the 
best national liberal arts 
colleges in the U.S. News 
& World Report’s annual 
Best Colleges rankings, 
released Monday. Data 
was collected on more than 
1,850 colleges and univer-
sities in the report.

“College guides like 
these help families get a 
sense of their options in 
higher education,” said 
Wabash President Scott 
Feller. “But rankings 
are only the first step. 
Prospective students and 
their families need to 
visit campuses, meet with 
admissions and financial 
aid staffs, attend classes, 
and get an overall sense 
of an institution’s values, 
commitment to students, 
and overall value.”

Wabash is tied for 59th 
among national liberal 
arts colleges, ranking the 
College in the top-third 
nationwide. Wabash was 
ranked 28th nationally by 
U.S. News as a Best Value 
School, a measure of both 

academic quality and cost, 
which was the highest val-
ue ranking for any school 
in Indiana.

Additionally, the College 
was listed among Top 
Performers on Social Mo-
bility, identifying Wabash 
as a college that is “more 
successful than others at 
advancing social mobility 
by enrolling and graduating 
large proportions of disad-
vantaged students awarded 
with Pell Grants.”

“The recognition of 
Wabash’s outstanding 
academic quality is a 
reflection of our excellent 
faculty and our strong 
academic programs,” said 
Todd McDorman, Dean of 
the College and Professor 
of Rhetoric. “It is grati-
fying to see our academic 
quality held up as exempla-
ry in conjunction with the 
value proposition Wabash 
presents.  Wabash’s status 
as a Top Performer on 
Social Mobility reflects the 
success of our innovative 
programming for tradition-
ally underserved students 

and attests to the transfor-
mative impact of a Wabash 
education.” 

The U.S. News rankings 
are based on a weighted 
breakdown of the follow-
ing criteria: graduation 
rates and performance 
(37%), peer assessments 
(20%), faculty salaries 
(8%), financial resources 
(8%), first-year retention 
rates (5%), borrower debt 
(5%), earning potential 
vs. a high school diploma 
(5%), standardized tests 
(5%), student-faculty ratio 
(4%), and full-time faculty 
(3%).

These rankings continue 
a strong rankings season 
for Wabash where the 
school was ranked in 40% 
of The Princeton Review’s 
50 rankings lists, each 
identifying the top 25 col-
leges nationally (of the 389 
profiled) in those specific 
categories. The College 
had 10 top-10 rankings, 
including No. 1 nationally 
in professor accessibility, 
No. 2 for career services 
and professor quality, No. 
3 for best campus newspa-
per, and most active stu-
dent government, and No. 
5 for best financial aid.

Photo courtesy of Wabash College

Þ KIWANIS  From Page A1

provided.
Class will be on 

Thursday, October 12th. 
Choose either an after-
noon session (1-3 pm) or 
an evening session (6-8 
pm). Class is open to 
anyone 12 years and old-
er. Cost is $35. Classes 
meet at Athens Arts, 216 
E. Main Street, Craw-
fordsville.

To reserve a spot for 
the October 12th class, 
stop by Athens Arts 
Thursdays and Fridays 

10 am to 6 pm or on Sat-
urday from 10 am to 2 
pm or call 765.362.7455 
during business hours to 
pay via credit card.

Come be pART of it!
Activities are made 

possible in part by The 
Arts Federation (TAF), 
a Regional Arts Part-
ner, Indiana Arts Com-
mission (IAC), a state 
agency, and the National 
Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA), a federal agen-
cy.

"Gableville."
Just a few miles away 

was the Ralph and Nevah 
Carpenter family. Now 
what is unusual about 
their children is that all 
six were boys...Bill, Jack, 
Harold, Jim, Don, and 
Kenny. The odds of hav-
ing all boys in a family of 
six kids is only 1 in 64...
or 1.56%.

When asked to name the 
largest family in this area, 
most people will assume it 
was the Cain family. Paul 
and Velera Cain were the 
proud parents of twelve 
children...Pat, Tom, 
Larry, Judy, Jerry, Dan, 
Kenny, Candy, Mary, 
Terry, Debbie, and Jack. 
The Cains grew up in a 
large two-story house east 
of Darlington on

State Road 47. The 
house is gone, but their 
farm headquarters, Home-
like Farms, is still located 
there.

But if you guessed 
that the Cain family had 
the most kids, you were 
wrong. Henry and Eliza-
beth Clouser, who lived 
just northeast of Bowers, 
had a total of fourteen 
children...Martha, Phyl-
lis, Suzanne, Marjorie, 
Virginia, Karen, Ruth, 
Kevin, Mary, Gerry, 
Timothy, Phil, Bill, and 
Tom. When I was a teen-
ager, my Dad took my 
brother and me to Bowers 
to pick up ear corn from a 
field that had caught fire. 
The Clouser house was 
next to the field, and I was 
shocked to see their small 
home. I could not imagine 
how Henry and Elizabeth 
managed to raise fourteen 
kids in that tiny house, but 
the children’s ages varied 
quite a bit.

We have to go to a 
slightly earlier time to 
find the largest Darling-
ton area family. Ales and 
Susie Maxwell had a total 
of seventeen children...
Mary, James, Marion, 
Richard, Doris, Lois, 
Catherine, Harry Mac, 
Alvin, Norma, Frank, 
Robert, Don, Carolyn, 
Darrell, Sue Anne, and 
Beverly. Their firstborn, 

Mary Louise, was born 
in 1915. The last child, 
Beverly, was born in 
1938. Therefore, all sev-
enteen kids were born in a 
23-year span...a newborn 
on average every sixteen 
months. Think of all the 
meals, the washing, and 
daily chores that Susie had 
to do...Whew! She must 
have been worn out, as 
she passed away in 1955 
at the age of 56, while 
Ales lived another 22 
years.

All of the above fami-
lies were well liked. The 
kids and their parents 
were active in school 
affairs and in the com-
munity. All of the kids 
pitched in to help out at 
home, at work, and on the 
farm. Sadly, some of the 
children listed above are 
now deceased. However, 
many still live right here 
in Montgomery county 
or nearby. I have no idea 
how many grandchildren 
and great grandchildren 
these families have, but 
I would guess it to be in 
the hundreds. There were 
many more large-fami-
lies...especially ones with 
four and five children. 
My folks, Bill and Millie 
Dale, ended up with the 
five of us...Butch, Gary, 
Julie, Sarah, and Mike, 
the youngest, who was 
born in 1963 when Mom 
and Dad were 39 years 
old. But my wife and I 
beat them...we had the 
last of our four kids when 
we were 40 years old...
in 1988. That was the 
summer when it was ex-
tremely hot...in the 100's 
for many days. We lived 
in a tiny house with no 
air conditioning. My wife 
was very pregnant...and 
not in a really good mood. 
But when the baby was 
born in October, she said 
it was worth it...and she 
didn't shoot me!

- John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been the 
librarian at Darlington the 
past 32 years, and is a well-
known artist and author of 
local history.
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