
Samuel 
Smiley and 
Sarah Jane 
Martin were 
married Oc-
tober 8, 1857 
and had three 
sons and three 
daughters, 
their son Ber-
tram who was 
an excellent 
local photog-
rapher likely 

took these photos (and thanks to 
J&D Jones for sending them). 
One is of them on their porch 
in Darlington; the other in their 
Lambert Automobile.

Samuel Smiley was born in 
Washington County, Pennsyl-
vania Feb 8, 1838 (Darlington 
Herald 10-27-1916) the son 
of Thomas who was born in 
Ireland and his mother was a 
Smiley where he received his 
nifty middle name. Likely, 
he passed away at the home 
you see here in Darlington on 
October 19, 1916, being the 
age of 78 years, 8 months and 
11 days, passing from arterior 
sclerosis.

The Martins were good, 
long standing members in the 

Darlington Methodist Church 
and he a member of the Masons 
and GAR.

Sam was 25 when he went 
to the service on the 2nd day 
of January 1864 from C’ville 
in the 11th Cavalry (126th 
Regiment Co M) serving under 
Lew Wallace and made the 
regimental commanding Sgt 
November 23, 1864. If you’ve 
heard of Wallace’s Zouaves, 
then you know Sam was one of 
them and they were in several 
of the worst CW battles, includ-
ing Fort Henry; Fort Donelson; 
Shiloh; Vicksburg and Cedar 
Creek among others. Just 
seemed to be a man you could 
count on as well as trust.

Sam Smiley and Sarah Jane 
lived on their farm in the 
Potato Creek area, had a large 
sale of their animals and farm 
equipment and headed into 

Darlington where he opened an 
insurance and collection office, 
then was the Darlington Post-
master for some time. Quite a 
versatile fellow. They were all 
settled in by the end of March 
in 1888 (CWJ 24 March), later 
building in 1896 I imagine the 
home pictured here.

Their son, George Earl lived 
in Kentucky and southern 
Indiana for quite a time and did 
his work as a physician, but 
as I figure it, about the end of 
WWI, he headed back our way 
where he and wife Bessie Bu-
chanan (son Harry and daughter 
Helen) farmed. Their oldest 
son, Thomas H. lived most of 
his life in Louisville where he 
was a tanner. He was just over 
60 when he passed away from 
TB and sclerosis of the liver. 
He and his brother George re-
turned back home to Darlington 
where they are buried.

The other son I mentioned 
above, Bertram Stevenson Mar-
tin, was indeed a photographer 
in the Darlington area for a 
number of years but also moved 
to Kentucky with much of the 
rest of Sam and Sarah’s group. 

When did Halloween become such a big 
holiday?

Psalm 119:9-11 “How can 
a young man keep his way 

pure? By living according to 
your word. I seek you with all 
my heart; do not let me stray 
from your commands. I have 

hidden your word in my heart 
that I might not sin against 

you.” (NIV)

 TODAY’S VERSE

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank

MARCIA DESMET
 for subscribing!

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP
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If you feel overwhelmed, write 
down your to-do list and prioritize 

it. Simplify large tasks into smaller 
ones. Today’s health tip was brought 
to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 
to catch his column each week in 

The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

1Prophetstown State Park 
invites you to create a one-
of-a-kind scarecrow for its 

14th Annual Trail of Scarecrows, 
Oct. 1—Nov. 5. Support your local 
community, highlight an organi-
zation, promote special events 
or just show off your creativity 
to thousands of visitors this fall. 
This event is open to businesses 
and families alike. The scare-
crows will be featured along 
Prophetstown’s paved accessi-
ble trail. Promote recycling and 
upcycling by repurposing used 
items and materials to create fun 
(and funky!) art for this special 
event. It’s free to participate and 
there are no registration fees. 
The public will have the chance 
to vote for their favorite scare-
crows by making donations to 
the Interpretive Services Fund for 
Education, Arts, Culture and His-
tory Programs at Prophetstown 
State Park. By donating at least 
$1, park guests can cast 100 
votes for their favorite. Prizes are 
awarded for the most votes so 
spread the word to vote for your 
scarecrow. If you are unable to 
sponsor a scarecrow, please con-
sider donating merchandise or 
gift certificates for contest prizes 
or gifting a monetary contribu-
tion for interpretive services 
programs

2 Franciscan Physician 
Network Primary Care & 
Sports Medicine Lafayette 

is now offering a walk-in clinic for 
middle and high school athletes 
with acute injuries occurring in 
the previous 72 hours. The clinic 
is offered on Mondays only thru 
Oct. 23, 2023 and check-in is 
from 7 to 830 a.m. 

3Come join artist Ellie 
Dieckmeyer for a fun class 
and make your own mixed 

media art piece. Instruction and 
supplies needed for students 
will be provided. Class will be on 
Thursday, October 12th. Choose 
either an afternoon session (1-3 
pm) or an evening session (6-8 
pm). Class is open to anyone 
12 years and older. Cost is $35. 
Classes meet at Athens Arts, 216 
E. Main Street, Crawfordsville.

Service Directory.....A3
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Trickin’ Jeeps For AWL:
The Animal Welfare League is hosting a Trickin’ Jeeps and Trunk or Treat at Pike 
Place! Dress up your jeep in a fun Halloween style Saturday, October 21 from 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. This event is open to the public and will include raffles, prizes 
and a food truck. Trunk or treat will be from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The cost is $25 
per jeep. This event is sponsored by Animal Welfare League, HCJC Lafayette 
and Jeeps of MoCo.

 TODAY’S QUOTE
Where there is no imagination there 

is no horror. 
-Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

THURSDAY October 5, 2023

 TODAY’S JOKE
What did Dr. Frankenstein get when 
he put a goldfish brain in the body of 
his dog? I don't know, but it is great at 
chasing submarines.

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:46 a.m.
SET: 7:25 p.m.

High/Low Temperatures
High: 74 °F
Low: 65 °F

Today is...
• Global James Bond Day
• Do Something Nice Day
• World Teacher’s Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 2000 Bulldozer Revo-
lution in former Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia. 

President Slobodan Milos-
evic was overthrown after 

hundreds of thousands 
of protesters gathered in 

Belgrade to protest against 
recently held elections. 

• 1962 James Bond makes 
his theatrical debut. The 
fictional British spy with 
the code name 007 was 

featured on the big screen 
for the first time in Dr. 
No. Based on the 1958 

Ian Fleming novel of the 
same name, the movie 

starred Sean Connery as 
James Bond.

• 1947 First televised 
presidential speech in 

the United States. Harry 
Truman, the 33rd Pres-
ident of the US, called 

on Americans to use less 
grain to help Europe 

which was still reeling 
from the effects of the 
Second World War.

 
Births On This Day
• 1958 Neil deGrasse 

Tyson
American astrophysicist

• 1829 Chester A. Arthur
21st President of the Unit-

ed States

Deaths On This Day
• 2011 Steve Jobs

co-founded Apple Inc.
• 1813 Tecumseh

American tribal leader

The Daily
Almanac

Our roving photographer was out 
early Wednesday and caught Lily 
Branshaw hard at work at a local 
diner. She still had time to give us a 
friendly smile though!

KAREN 
ZACH
Around The 
County

Frances Wooden Park Now Open For Fun!

Photos courtesy of Crawfordsville Park and Recreations
Earlier this past weekend the Crawfordsville Parks and Recreation Office declared that the 
newly renovated Frances Wooden Park is open and ready for fun. If you haven't seen it you 
should go check it out at the corner of Grant and North St. Through funding from MCCF and 
the City of Crawfordsville, the park underwent major renovations during the summer. New 
play equipment, a shelter, and interactive musical pieces are just a few of the many improve-
ments. Located next to Bethel AME Church Crawfordsville, the park also features ties to 
local history, including the site’s significance as a stop on the Underground Railroad.

Around The County With Samuel Smiley Martin

See KAREN Page A5

Photo courtesy of Karen Zach
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 Meeting Notes
Board Of Public Works And 
Public Safety Meeting

October 4 at 10 a.m.
I. Approval of the min-

utes from September 27, 
2023.

II. Approval of the 
claims for the week of 
October 2, 2023.

III. Old Business
a. Discussion of the 

quotes received for the 
Crawfordsville Street 
Department Post-Frame 
Building Construction

b. Discussion of the 
quotes received for the 
Storm Water North Ridge 
Project

IV. New Business
a. Brother's Pizza 

requesting to use two 
parking spaces on Green 
Street in front of their 
restaurant for Santa on 
Saturday, December 16th 

from 3-6 pm
b. Gary Bell with 

requests related to the 
Veterans Day Parade

c. Wabash College with 
various requests related to 
the Monon Bell Game on 
Saturday, November 11

d. Discussion of an 
agreement between the 
City and Plant Brothers 
Excavating & Construc-
tion Co., LLC

e. Discussion of an 
agreement between the 
City and Blackbird Clini-
cal Services,LLC

f. Barry Lewis, Code 
Enforcement Officer, with 
a work order request for 
112 N. Barr Street, owned 
by Brain Grant

V. Departments Heads
VI. Adjournment

Weakening Crop Prices, High Production 
Costs Weigh On Farmer Sentiment

Agricultural producers’ 
sentiment declined for the 
second month in a row 
as the Purdue University/
CME Group Ag Economy 
Barometer index fell 9 
points to a reading of 106 
in September. Producers 
expressed concern about 
their current situation as 
well as future prospects for 
their farms. The Current 
Conditions and Future 
Expectations indices both 
declined 10 points to a 
reading of 98 and 109, 
respectively. Notably, all 
three indices stand below 
their readings from one 
year ago. This month’s 
Ag Economy Barometer 
survey was conducted from 
Sept. 11-15.

“Weakening prices for 
major crops and ongoing 
concerns about high pro-
duction costs and interest 
rates weighed on produc-
ers’ minds this month,” 
said James Mintert, the 
barometer’s principal 
investigator and director of 
Purdue University’s Center 
for Commercial Agricul-
ture.

Producers continue to 
point to high input costs 
as a top concern for their 
farming operations in the 
year ahead. One-third of 
respondents in this month’s 
survey cite it as their num-
ber one concern, followed 
by rising interest rates, 
chosen by 25% of respon-
dents, and lower crop and/
or livestock prices, chosen 
by 22% of farmers. The 
percentage of producers 
choosing lower crop and/
or livestock prices has in-
creased since the beginning 
of the year when just 16% 
of producers cited it as a 

top concern.
There was a small uptick 

in the Farm Capital Invest-
ment Index, up 2 points to 
a reading of 39 in Septem-
ber; however, three-fourths 
of producers still said now 
is a bad time for large 
investments. The primary 
reasons among those who 
feel that way are rising 
interest rates and the high 
cost of machinery and new 
construction. Notably, 40% 
of producers who feel it’s 
a bad time to invest cited 
rising interest rates as a key 
reason, up from 35% last 
month, and up from 14% 
when this question was first 
posed in July 2022. This 
month there was a slight 
rise in the percentage of 
producers who said now 
is a good time to make 
investments, citing strong 
cash flows on their farm 
operations as a primary 
reason.

The Farm Financial 
Performance Index was 
unchanged in September 
compared to August, leav-
ing the index at a reading 

of 86. In a nod to how 
variable conditions have 
been around the country 
during this growing season, 
there were small increases 
in the percentages of pro-
ducers who 1) expect better 
conditions and 2) expect 
worse financial conditions 
compared to last year.

Producers remain 
relatively optimistic about 
farmland values, which 
Mintert called surprising 
given the percentage of 
respondents who expressed 
concerns about high input 
costs, rising interest rates, 
and the risk of lower crop 
and livestock prices. The 
Short-Term Farmland 
Value Expectations Index 
was unchanged at a reading 
of 126, while the long-
term index rose 2 points 
to 153. Respondents who 
expect farmland values 
to rise over the next five 
years continue to point to 
non-farm investor demand 
for farmland along with 
inflation as the top two 
reasons for farmland values 
to continue rising.

The September survey 
included several questions 
posed to corn and soybean 
growers to learn more 
about their perspective on 
cover crops. Just over half 
(52%) of corn/soybean 
growers said they currently 
plant cover crops on a por-
tion of their acreage and, 
from this group, nearly half 
(47%) said they used cover 
crops on no more than 25% 
of their acreage. Among 
those corn and soybean 
growers who reported hav-
ing used cover crops, 41% 
said they had used cover 
crops for five years or less, 
while 14% said they’ve 
been using cover crops 
for more than 20 years. 
Respondents who use cover 
crops cited improvements 
to soil health and erosion 
control as primary reasons. 
Farmers who tried planting 
cover crops but ultimately 
chose to discontinue their 
use cited low profitabili-
ty, lowered crop yields, 
insufficient soil benefits and 
a lack of resources to plant 
cover crops.

Graphic courtesy of Purdue/CME Group Ag Economy Barometer/James Mintert 

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

Home Team
HVAC

317-966-0055

Based out of Putnam County

Call us today! We fix & 
replace 

HVAC units

R&R STUMP
REMOVAL

Garden Tilling
Bush Hogging
Randy

812.241.4004
Roy

765.719.1916

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
361-0100

Life without local news is like 
hearing crickets

STOP LISTENING 
TO CRICKETS

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease. 

 THE PAPER classi�eds.

Visit us online:
thepaper24-7.com
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

ENJOY 100% guar-
anteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks!  Get 
4 FREE Burgers Order 
The Griller’s Bundle 
- ONLY $79.99. Call 

1-844-873-3738 mention 
code: 63281FHJ or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/

family671

High-Speed Internet. 
We instantly compare 

speed, pricing, availabili-
ty to find the best service 

for your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99/month! 

Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 

1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .50 cpm w/ 
option to make .60 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-

cellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.
boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber 

Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-977-

7069

DIRECTV - Switch 
and Save! $39.99/month. 
Select All-Included Pack-
age. 155 Channels. 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-888-

885-8931

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will 
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home 

Theater Systems & Gaming 
Consoles. $20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions apply) 

855-668-0067

COMPUTER
ISSUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions 
apply. 888-715-8176

Moving out of state 
in the next 30-60 days?  

Don’t get taken for a ride! 
Moving APT offers a 

PRICE MATCH GUAR-
ANTEE and RISK FREE 
RESERVATIONS. Car-
riers are all licensed and 
bonded. Free quote! Call 

1-844-875-1997

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 

you!! Call 24/7, 
844-284-4920

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed for SSD 

and denied, our attorneys can help 
get you approved! No money out of 

pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain freedom 
with a Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrator! 

No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaran-
teed Lowest Prices! 

Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 

866-770-6849

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.

familycourtdirect.com/Fam-
ily/Law - Low Cost Legal 
Services - Pay As You Go 
- As low as $750-$1,500 - 
Get Legal Help Now! Call 
1-888-417-4602 Mon-Fri 

7am to 4 pm PCT

DISH Network. $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 

Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 

Devices. Call today! 
1-855-551-9764

HEARING AIDS!! 
Buy one/get one FREE! 
High-quality recharge-
able Nano hearing aids 
priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly 

invisible! 45 day money 
back guarantee! 844-

932-3007

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 

for you! Our network has recovered 
millions for clients! Call today for a 
FREE consultation! 844-517-6414

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 
50 to 80). No medical exam. Af-

fordable premiums never increase. 
Benefits never decrease. Policy will 
only be cancelled for non-payment. 

833-535-1043

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ 
for cylinders and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-313-9840 

or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

Classifieds
765-361-0100 ext. 15 l class@thepaper24-7.com

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

Indiana Gubernatorial Candidate Eric Doden Speaks Out Against IEDC’s LEAP District Pipeline Plan

Republican guber-
natorial candidate Eric 
Doden said he’s “deeply 
concerned” about a major 
plan to divert billions of 
gallons of water from the 
West Lafayette region to 
a massive — and contro-
versial — high-tech park 
planned in Boone County.

His apprehension 
comes one week after the 
Indiana Economic De-
velopment Corp. (IEDC) 
released early results of 
tests conducted at the 
Wabash Alluvial Aquifer 
— which officials hope to 
tap for a massive high-
tech campus 35 miles 
away.

Officials want to pipe 
100 million gallons of 
water daily from the aqui-
fer to the LEAP Lebanon 
Innovation District. Wa-
bash-reliant residents are 
afraid the proposal could 
jeopardize their water 
supply.

The Fort Wayne busi-
nessman echoed those 
fears on Tuesday, em-
phasizing that the public 
has only seen preliminary 
data, “handpicked” by the 
IEDC. He said the full 
dataset from the water 
study should be released 
to independent experts for 
review, as local leaders 
have requested.

“Any state-sponsored 
project demands a high 
level of accountability,” 
Doden said in a news 
release. “With a resource 
as vital as water at stake, 
Hoosier taxpayers de-
serve greater transparen-
cy than IEDC provides.”

The quasi-public 
agency made an executive 
summary, touting “abun-
dant” water, available 
last week. Texas-based 
environmental consulting 
firm INTERA is conduct-
ing the ongoing analysis 
under a $2.9 million 
contract.

Doden argued the 
IEDC water study is not 
independent, however, 
and maintained that “the 
same organization trying 
to divert the water for its 
own project paid for it.”

Investigators drilled 17 
exploratory boreholes — 
all finished as monitoring 
wells — along with two 
test wells to conduct 
two aquifer tests. They 
found that the aquifer had 
hydraulic conductivity of 
450-550 feet daily at the 
site. That measures how 
well water passes through 
soil or rock.

The two wells com-
bined could support — at 
maximum — a pumping 
rate of 45 million gallons 
daily, according to an 
IEDC video presentation 
about the study results. 
The executive summary 
said they could “sustain-
ably” support 30 million 
gallons daily.

“This is the latest ex-
ample that shows Indiana 
desperately needs a long-
term vision to grow our 
small towns into thriving 
communities,” Doden 
continued. “The LEAP 
project would divert 
natural resources from a 
smaller region to support 
a larger one — a decision 
without regard for, or 
belief in, our small coun-

ties and towns. We can 
and must be a state where 
all 92 counties thrive, 
and Indiana needs new 
leadership to achieve this 
vision.”

Chambers remains 
steadfast

But Brad Chambers, 
former Indiana Secretary 
of Commerce and leader 
of the IEDC, defended 
the LEAP project that 
largely defined his tenure. 
The GOP gubernatorial 
candidate told the Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle on 
Tuesday that the IEDC 
hired “a preeminent and 
widely-respected water 
resource expert with 
national experience.”

Chambers said the 
study concluded that 
“abundant resources are 
available to support the 
LEAP project, and more 
importantly not negatively 
impact other communi-
ties.”

“The LEAP Innovation 
District is a transforma-
tive project that will grow 
jobs, wages and improve 
the quality of life for a 
large region of our state, 
which we’ve already seen 
demonstrated by (ELi) 
Lilly’s nearly $4 billion 
commitment to building 
new facilities there,” 
Chambers said in a writ-
ten statement. 

“There was intention-
ality to the project both 
in locating it between our 
largest workforce center 
and one of our premier 
research institutions, Pur-
due University, and also 
in tackling a longstanding 
central Indiana water 
need that’s been studied 

and not addressed for 
decades,” he continued.

Chambers stepped 
down from the cabi-
net-level position in 
August — after two years 
on the job — to vie for 
the governor’s seat.

“Creating opportunity 
for Hoosiers across the 
state requires a bold vi-
sion, and I believe we can 
do that while also protect-
ing our critical resources. 
If the study indicated 
harm for any Hoosier 
community, we wouldn’t 
have moved forward with 
the project,” Chambers 
said. “Unlike the career 
politicians who want to 
pit communities against 
each other, as governor, 
I’ll lead to build the econ-
omy of the future to bring 
prosperity to rural, subur-
ban, and urban Hoosiers, 
together.”

Hill and Crouch weigh 
in

Former Indiana Attor-
ney General Curtis Hill, 
who is also running for 
governor, said he has also 
spoken with “dozens of 
farmers, residents and 
business owners through-
out Boone County, and 
they have major concerns 
that have yet to be ad-
dressed.” 

“If water has to be 
brought in from 53 miles 
away to make the project 
work, then the project 
itself is not feasible,” he 
told the Capital Chroni-
cle. 

“Over-ambitious 
growth without the in-
frastructure or resources 
necessary to keep the 
project from disrupting 

local agriculture and way 
of life is detrimental to 
the region,” Hill contin-
ued. “I echo the concerns 
of Boone County resi-
dents who believe this 
project is doing more 
harm than good, and the 
guaranteed economic con-
sequences outweigh the 
potential benefits. Pre-
cautions need to be taken 
to ensure that the envi-
ronmental and economic 
disruptions are mitigated, 
but until then, this project 
should not continue.”

Fellow Republican 
gubernatorial challenger 
Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch 
was less direct, but she 
pointed to concerns she 
raised about the project 
“months ago.”

In a social media 
statement posted Aug. 
1, Crouch said she was 
hearing “growing con-
cerns from farmers and 
other constituents” over 
the loss of farmland in 
the LEAP district and that 
she asked the Indiana De-
partment of Agriculture 
to conduct an economic 
analysis of lost farmland.

Still, she said she “is 
not opposed to the LEAP 
district or others like it,” 
and applauded the “in-
vestment and jobs it will 
bring to our state.”

“I’ve spoken with local 
elected officials in Boone 
and Tippecanoe Counties, 
and I understand their 
concerns and frustration 
about the lack of trans-
parency from the IEDC,” 
she told the Capital 
Chronicle on Tuesday. 

U.S. Sen. Mike 
Braun — also part of the 

crowded group seeking 
the Republican nomina-
tion in Indiana’s 2024 
gubernatorial race — did 
not reply to the Capital 
Chronicle’s request for 
comment about the LEAP 
district and water pipeline 
project.

During an August 
campaign stop in Lafay-
ette, though, Braun said 
he believed the state’s 
desire to move forward 
with the project without 
proper long-term plan-
ning has led to much of 
the backlash.

“Sometimes when you 
get so ahead of your skis, 
you spend all that mon-
ey, you think that you 
would have researched, 
is there a local water 
supply,” the senator said, 
as reported by the Journal 
and Courier. “When you 
get the state involved in 
becoming a real estate 
investor, I would hope 
that whoever’s doing it 
was smart enough to see 
if you had the most basic 
resource we need and that 
you’re not going to have 
to pump it from maybe 
40 miles away to get it 
where it’s supposed to 
be.”

- Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle is part of States News-
room, a network of news 
bureaus supported by grants 
and a coalition of donors 
as a 501c(3) public charity. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Follow Indiana 
Capital Chronicle on face-
book.com/IndianaCapital-
Chronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

By Casey Smith
Indiana Capital Chronicle
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Dear EarthTalk: What 
are some ways to grow 
more food on less land 
given that human popu-
lation is growing as the 
amount of arable land 
shrinks? 

It’s no secret that Earth 
is facing a daunting 
challenge: With human 
numbers expected to swell 
to 10 billion by 2060 and 
the amount of arable land 
shrinking at a rate of about 
23 hectares per minute (!), 
finding sustainable ways to 
produce more food on less 
land is a pressing concern. 
Fortunately, innovative 
solutions and practices 
are emerging to address 
this issue and ensure food 
security for future gener-
ations.

Perhaps the best devel-
oped kind of “future farm-
ing” is vertical farming, in 
which crops are grown in 
stacked layers instead of 
horizontally like at conven-
tional farms. Controlled 
environments in vertical 
farms allow for year-round 
cultivation, precise control 
over factors like tempera-
ture and humidity, and 

significant water savings. 
They can be and often are 
indoors. In fact, multiple 
floors in tall buildings in 
big city centers could be 
devoted to this agricultural 
technique. Producing food 
closer to its consumers re-
duces transportation costs 
and emissions, reducing 
everyone’s carbon foot-
print from farm to table.

One of the ways vertical 
farms make do with less 
water than conventional 
farms is through hydro-
ponics, whereby plants are 
grown in small amounts of 
nutrient-rich water instead 
of soil, maximizing land 
use efficiency and offering 
faster growth and crop 
turnover cycles. Hydro-
ponic farming has already 
shown to be ideal for small 
or residential growers 
looking to produce a 
steady flow of herbs and 
vegetables.

Besides vertical farm-
ing and hydroponics, 
there is much we can do 
to optimize conventional 
farming to make it more 
future-proof. Farmers can 
use advanced technologies 
like GPS, sensors and 
drones to optimize crop 
management, making 
their lives easier and their 

harvests more abundant. 
By precisely tailoring 
irrigation, fertilization and 
pest control to specific 
areas of a field, farmers 
can maximize yields and 
minimize resource usage. 
This approach ensures that 
every inch of arable land is 
used efficiently.

Another way to make 
the most of convention-
al agriculture land is to 
diversify the landscape 
and crop output. To wit, 
agroforestry and perma-
culture are holistic farming 
practices that integrate 
trees, crops and livestock 
on the same piece of land. 
These systems mimic 
natural ecosystems and 
can greatly increase food 
production while con-
serving soil, water and 
biodiversity. Likewise, 
forward-looking farmers 
are starting to incorpo-
rate techniques like cover 
cropping, crop rotation 
and no-tilling to enhance 
soil health and reduce the 
need for chemicals while 
enabling higher crop yields 
without expanding agricul-
tural land.

Those of us who are not 
farmers can play a big role 
in solving the impending 
food shortage crisis the 

world faces. One way to 
be part of the solution is to 
reduce food waste and ad-
vocate the same to others. 
The United Nations esti-
mates that over a third of 
all food produced globally 
is lost or wasted each year. 
By reducing waste, we 
can make better use of the 
food we already produce, 
alleviating some of the 
pressure on arable land. 
Another way to help is to 
eliminate animal products. 
Plant-based diets are gen-
erally less land-intensive 
than diets heavily reliant 
on animal agriculture—and 
require fewer resources to 
produce equivalent caloric 
and nutritional values.

-CONTACTS: Vertical 
Farming for the Future, usda.
gov/media/blog/2018/08/14/
vertical-farming-future; Re-
ducing food loss and waste: 
Taking Action to Transform 
Food Systems, un.org/en/
observances/end-food-waste-
day.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss 
for the 501(c)3 nonprofit 
EarthTalk. See more at 
https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earthtalk.
org. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.
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On June 19 in 1918, at 
just over 45 years old, he 
passed away of TB at the 
Waverly Hills Hospital in 
Valley Station, Kentucky. 
Three children blessed 
him but sadly one in 1937 
at age 36 (Cameron, his 
oldest) died from car 
wreck injuries at Louis-
ville.

The three daughters 
of Sam and Sarah were: 
Dora Bell, Maud and Ola 
Margaret. Dora married 
Hugh Taylor and they 
were parents of four 
daughters, Ella, Martha, 
Isabelle and Dora Irene. 
One of the neat things 
about this couple was that 
they went to Hong Kong 
with the two youngest 
girls returning in May 
1924. Dora taught school 
before her marriage. 
Maude Alice married 
(Aug 1881) Albert K. Pe-
terson and they died close 
together, he in Oct 1948, 
she in January 1949 after 
falling and breaking her 
hip on the 2nd, passing 
on the 14th. They were 
parents of four daughters: 
(Ethel; Hattie; Nellie and 
Bessie). They were farm-
ers in Franklin Township. 
Ola, called “Maggie” 
married Oliver Delashmit 
and was basically the only 
other one to remain here, 

living quite some time 
in Crawfordsville pass-
ing at almost 71 of liver 
cancer in 1937. Sadly, 
Oliver went to Oklahoma 
and filed for divorce out 
there in 1927 but she did 
fine afterwards, moving 
to Darlington where she 
rented rooms here and 
there plus did a great deal 
of visiting with her family 
members.

Sam was fairly well-
known as an early Dar-
lington historian (thanks 
so much to Martha F. for 
sending him my way) and 
wrote articles about the 
early days, using others’ 
knowledge and likely 
books for the earlier years 
and much of his own 
remembrances after he lit 
here in 1857 right after 
his marriage. Good stuff. 
His writing is nonfiction, 
but reads in a light way, 
flitting here and there a 
bit, but overall, excellent 
local history!

- Karen Zach is the editor 
of Montgomery Memories, 
our monthly magazine all 
about Montgomery County. 
Her column, Around the 
County, appears each Thurs-
day in The Paper of Mont-
gomery County. You can 
reach her at karen.zach@
sbcglobal.net.

Photo courtesy of Karen Zach
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