
What do 
you think of 
when you 
hear the 
words, Julius 
Caesar? Well, 
until I hap-
pened into the 
first couple 
of caesari-
an sections 
performed in 
Montgomery 
County, I, 

like you probably, thought of 
the Shakespearean play when 
Caesar ruled and was mur-
dered. Alas, I will now think of 
MoCo’s first C-section, a much 
happier story!

But his story relates to our 
second C-section as well. Both 
were the same year, 1911, the 
first in April and second in Oc-
tober but both so very different.

Bessie Ann Babb married 
George William Simpson June 
6, 1910 in Kenosha, Wisconsin 
but they returned here not long 
afterward where George had a 
machine shop in Waynetown 
and was said to “be able to 
repair anything!” (Waynetown 
Despatch 25 July 1930 p 9). At 
age 23 pregnant with her first 
and only child, Bessie boarded 
the train in Waynetown and 
headed to the city going to Cul-

ver Hospital where a team of 
three doctors (Paul J. Barcus, 
surgeon, Dr. Austin Swope, 
assistant and Harvey Worth 
Sigmond, anesthesiologist) per-
formed the Caesarian section. 
Because this was the first in 
the hospital and probably the 
first in the county (although I 
read Dr. B had delivered one 
earlier which may have been 
in Fountain since it was “west 
of Alamo”) plus an unusual 
circumstance, Bessie being 
just seven months pregnant, 
there were 13 other physicians 
witnessing the affair.

Immediately upon arrival our 
little fellow at 1# 12 ozs was 

Greetings, 
adventur-
er! The 
Crawfordsville 
District Public 
Library is 
celebrating 
International 
Games Month 
this Novem-
ber with the 

American Library Association. 
After all, the library is not just a 
repository of knowledge, but a 
bastion of creativity and commu-
nity! Will you rise to the chal-
lenge and play together?

Come in November for the 
first adventure of our Adult 
Dungeons & Dragons program! 
Your party has been hired by 
the dwarf, Gundren Rockseek-
er. He says he’s found “some-
thing big” near the mountain 
town of Phandalin. Could it be 
the Lost Mine of Phandelver? 
We will be starting at Level 
1 and learning the rules as 
we go. Patrons are invited to 
use the characters created in 
the aforementioned program 
but premade characters and 
blank character sheets will 
be available. This is a recur-
ring program, so attend every 
session or jump in as your 
schedule allows. This adventure 
should take approximately 10 
sessions to complete, with other 
stories to follow. Want to try 
being Dungeon Master? Let me 
know, and we can co-lead the 
adventure!

Our collection of D&D 
sourcebooks is on display now. 
Peruse the “Monster Manual” 
(793.93 Mon), if you dare, or 
“Xanathar’s Guide to Every-
thing” (793.93 Dun). See “The 
Adventure Zone” (GN FIC 
McE) and “Critical Role” (GN 
FIC Cri) graphic novels for sto-
ries other people have created 
with the medium of tabletop 
roleplaying games. In mid-No-
vember, this display will switch 
to video games and coding!

We have more going on than 
just Dungeons & Dragons. 
Spooky scavenger hunts are 
available at your convenience 
all through the month of Octo-
ber at the Reference Desk on 
the Second Floor. While you’re 

Snow! I saw snow. How many ways can 
you say yuck!

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore 
if any man be in Christ, he 

is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all 

things are become new.

 TODAY’S VERSE

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank

MARCIA DESMET
 for subscribing!

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE

 OBITUARIES
None

 INSIDE 
TODAY’S 
EDITION

Make a grocery list and only buy 
what’s on it. Today’s health tip was 

brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. 
Be sure to catch his column each 

week in The Paper and online at 
www.thepaper24-7.com.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

1All are invited to participate 
in the reading group for 
“Here, Bullet,” an anthology 

of poems by veteran writer and 
musician Brian Turner. Wabash 
professor Agata Brewer and her 
students will moderate a discus-
sion of Turner's poems. The event 
will take place at Crawfordsville 
Public Library TONIGHT Sign up 
online at cdpl.lib.in.us, or in 
person at the library. The first ten 
people who sign up for the dis-
cussion will receive a free copy 
of the book. Then, on Monday, 
Nov. 6, at 8 p.m., Brian Turner 
will visit Wabash College, read 
his poems, and answer ques-
tions from the audience in the 
Korb Classroom of the Fine Arts 
Center. This event is sponsored 
by the Wabash Veterans Fund 
and is open to the public. Book 
signing will follow.

2 If you are an artist, 
an art enthusiast, an 
appreciator of art, 

thinking of volunteering, 
someone wanting to join our 
board, become a member 
or guest artist, or simply 
not sure about Athens Arts, 
please come and see what 
we are all about! Athens Arts 
is scheduled to host their 
annual meeting on Thursday 
Nov. 9 at the Crawdordsville 
District Public Library from 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. There is a 
meet and mingle from 5:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. beforehand. 
Learn about how your contri-
butions have made Athens 
Arts grow! Learn about the 
wonderful organizations that 
partner with Athens Arts! 
Learn about committees and 
how you can #bepARTofit! 
Learn the needs of the gal-
lery moving forward and how 
your continued support can 
assist Athens Arts in our mis-
sion and vision! Share your 
thoughts with us!  We want 
to grow th arts with you!

3For sure, members of 
the “Old Timers United” 
club are cheering for 

92-year-old Alfredo Aliaga 
who recently completed 
a grueling 24-mile Grand 
Canyon walkabout. It’s 
believed that he is the oldest 
challenger to attempt such 
an event and he did it in 
21 hours. Alfredo cares not 
whether the judges at Guin-
ness World Records declare 
him a champion, he liked 
his “walk in the park” so 
much so that he’s planning 
to do it again next year.  "You 
cannot say, 'I am too old to 
do things.’  I am healthy and 
happy."
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Athens Arts Annual Meeting:
If you are an artist, an art enthusiast, an appreciator of art, thinking of volunteering, 
someone wanting to join our board, become a member or guest artist, or simply not 
sure about Athens Arts, please come and see what we are all about! Athens Arts is 
scheduled to host their annual meeting on Thursday Nov. 9 at the Crawdordsville 
District Public Library from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. There is a meet and mingle from 5:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. beforehand. Learn about how your contributions have made Athens 
Arts grow! Learn about the wonderful organizations that partner with Athens Arts! 
Learn about committees and how you can #bepARTofit!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
In celebration of our beginning our 20th year as a media company, 

we’re sharing some famous quotations about newspapers this month.
“Newspapers are to the body politic what arteries are to the human 

body, their function being to carry blood and sustenance and repair to 
every part of the body.”

-Henry Ward Beecher
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 TODAY’S JOKE
Why are all the reporters hanging out at 
the ice cream shop?
They’re looking for the scoop.

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:16 a.m.
SET: 6:45 p.m.

High/Low Temperatures
High: 52 °F
Low: 30 °F

Today is...
• All Souls’ Day

• International Stout Day
• National Men Make 

Dinner Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1982 Ronald Reagan 
signs a bill to create Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
The day, observed every 
year on the third Monday 
of January, commemo-
rates the life of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. a leader 
of the African-American 
Civil Rights Movement.
• 1938 Canadian Broad-

casting Corporation estab-
lished. Officially known 
as CBC/Radio-Canada, 
the network is Canada's 

public radio and television 
broadcaster.

• 1917 Balfour Declara-
tion. Originally sent as a 
letter on this day to Baron 
Rothschild from British 

Foreign Secretary Arthur 
James Balfour, it declared 

BRitish support for a 
Jewish state in Palestine. 
The letter was eventually 

added to Sevres peace 
treaty. 

Births On This Day
• 1865 Warren G. Hard-

ing
American politician, 29th 
President of the United 

States
• 1755 Marie Antoinette
Austrian wife of Louis 

XVI of France

Deaths On This Day
• 1966 Peter Debye

Dutch/American physi-
cist, chemist, Nobel Prize 

laureate
• 1950 George Bernard 

Shaw
Irish writer, Nobel Prize 

laureate

The Daily
Almanac

Angela, Janeane, and Angela are al-
ways ready to greet you with a smile 
at Crawfordsville Audiology! Thank 
you for sending in your smiles!

Susanna Howard
Fresh off the Shelf

KAREN 
ZACH
Around The 
County

MoCo’s Own Julius Caesar

See KAREN Page A5

Luke Completes CDPL 
Program For 4th Time!

Photo courtesy of CDPL
Luke S., age 3 1/2, has completed the Crawfordsville Dis-
trict Public Library program "1000 Books Before Kinder-
garten" for the fourth time. He is the son of Bret and Jean. 
Luke's favorite book is What Will You Dream of Tonight? by 
Frances Stickely. Mom said, "We never thought in just un-
der two years we would have read 4,000 books with Luke. 
The quality reading time together has been priceless. His 
love of books continues to grow. Luke looks forward to our 
frequent library visits for a continued fresh selection of 
books to supplement his own favorites."

Celebrate 
International 
Games 
Month At 
CDPL

See FRESH Page A5

Photo courtesy of Karen Zach
Bessie Babb Simpson and 
baby Julius Caesar
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 Meeting Notes
Board Of Public Works And 
Public Safety Meeting

November 1 at 10 a.m.
I. Approval of the 

minutes from October 25, 
2023.

II. Approval of the 
claims for the week of 
October 30, 2023.

III. Old Business
IV. New Business
A. 2024 Holiday 

Schedule for the Craw-
fordsville Police Depart-
ment

B. Memorandum of 
Understanding between 
the City and Montgom-
ery County Health Dept. 
Regarding Provision of 
Nursing Support during 
Nursing Shortfall

C. Open Quotes for a 
Portable Grinder - Craw-
fordsville Street Depart-
ment

V. Departments Heads
VI. Adjournment

Witham Health Services Offered For November
Witham Health of 

Lebanon offers several 
services each month and 
the following are for the 
month of November:

• Breastfeeding 
Support Group – is held 
weekly on Mondays at 
10:00 a.m. in the VIP 
Dining Room.

• Individualized 
Breastfeeding Support is 
available with a Lactation 
Consultant. To schedule 
an appointment and for 
pricing, call 765-485-
8411.

• Alzheimer’s Support 
Group – Tuesday, No-
vember 21st at 6:00 p.m. 
in the VIP Dining Room.

• Cancer Support 
Cooking for Wellness 
– Tuesday, November 
21st at 1:00 p.m. in the 
South Pavilion Wellness 
Center.

• Cancer Support 
Group – Monday, No-
vember 27th at 6:00 p.m. 
in the North Pavilion 
Conference Rooms. 
Parking is Parking Lot 
and exterior door is 

marked 39.
• Grief Support Group 

– Tuesday, November 
28th at 6:00 p.m. in the 
VIP Dining Room.

• Diabetes Self-Man-
agement Class –Call 
the Diabetes Education 
Department at 765-485-
8120 for individualized 
class, scheduling and 
pricing.

• Rock Steady Boxing 
1 & 2 - held weekly at 
9:00 a.m. on Mondays 
and Wednesdays at the 
Witham Health Services 
South Pavilion Wellness 
Center. Please call the 
Wellness Department at 
765-485-8126 for more 
information on schedul-
ing and pricing.

• Rock Steady Boxing 
3 & 4 - held weekly at 
9:45 a.m. on Mondays 
and Wednesdays at the 
Witham Health Services 
South Pavilion Wellness 
Center. Please call the 
Wellness Department at 
765-485-8126 for more 
information on schedul-
ing and pricing.

• Silver Sneakers – 
held weekly at 11:15 
a.m. on Mondays for 
those 65 or older at the 
Witham Health Services 
South Pavilion Wellness 
Center. Please call the 
Wellness Department at 
765-485-8126 for more 
information on schedul-
ing and pricing.

• Silver Sneakers 
Cardio - held weekly at 
11:15 a.m. on Wednes-
days for those 65 or old-
er at the Witham Health 
Services South Pavilion 
Wellness Center. Please 
call the Wellness Depart-
ment at 765-485-8126 
for more information on 
scheduling and pricing.

• Silver Sneakers Chair 
Yoga - held weekly at 
11:15 a.m. on Thursdays 
for those 65 or older 
at the Witham Health 
Services South Pavilion 
Wellness Center. Please 
call the Wellness Depart-
ment at 765-485-8126 
for more information on 
scheduling and pricing.

• Tai Chi for Health 

2 - Seven week sessions, 
held weekly at 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesdays at the 
Witham Health Services 
South Pavilion Wellness 
Center. Please call the 
Wellness Department at 
765-485-8126 for more 
information on schedul-
ing and pricing.

• Tai Chi for Health 
1 - Seven week sessions, 
held weekly at 11:00 
a.m. on Tuesdays at the 
Witham Health Services 
South Pavilion Wellness 
Center. Please call the 
Wellness Department at 
765-485-8126 for more 
information on schedul-
ing and pricing.

• Fight Smart – De-
signed to reduce the risk 
of any chronic disease 
you may be facing. Held 
weekly at 9:00 a.m. on 
Tuesdays and another 
class on Thursday’s at 
9:00 a.m. at the Witham 
Health Services South 
Pavilion Wellness Cen-
ter. Class is Free through 
the Community Founda-
tion Grant.

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your 
banking needs!

765.361.0100

765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

ThePaper24-7.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

AUTOMOTIVE

FOOD/CATERING

BANKING

Banking Locally 
Makes a 

Difference

765-364-0784
www.myhhsb.com

Josh Foxworthy
jfoxworthy@myhhsb.com

Jordan Burkett
jburkett@myhhsb.com

Je� Kiger
jkiger@myhhsb.com

Contact our Ag Team today at 765-364-0784

www.myhhsb.com Eq

Locally Owned.
Community Minded.
Customer Focused.

Readers’ 
Choice  

Winner!

Eq

HOME LOANS
Count on our

Real Estate team
to help you make
the right moves!
765-364-0784

www.myhhsb.com

Thanks for 
making 
us #1 
Montgomery 
County!

1661 South US 231
Crawfordsville
765-364-0784

Burkhart
Funeral Home

201 West Wabash Ave.
Crawfordsville

(765) 362-5510

FEATURED BUSINESS

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

REALTORS

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
0Not valid with any other offer. Expires 11/30/23

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

MAUS
FUNERAL 

HOME
206 Water St.

Hillsboro
765-798-5555

704 Council St.
Attica

765-764-4418
mausfuneralhome.com

NURSING HOMES

WELLBROOKE
OF CRAWFORDSVILLE

765-230-3755
517 Concord Road • Crawfordsville

Call or email to book 
your appointment

217-516-1493
samikay919@icloud.com

FOOD TRUCK & CATERING

765-297-0400
GREENCASTLE

SCAN FOR 

MENU
OR VISIT: www.hoggwildfoodtruck.com

SCREEN PRINTING
EMBROIDERY

302 E Market St 
Suite 4 

Crawfordsville

765-838-3438

RETAIL

Fisher’s
DISCOUNT STORE

6492 E 850 N
Waveland

M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm
TU 8 am-8 pm

FRI & SAT 8 am-5 pm
Closed Sunday

765-435-7231

Discount groceries, 
bulk foods, meat & cheese

Moonlight
Design

Studio

ART YOU CAN 
WEAR FOR ANY 

OCCASION

463-280-4280

HOME SERVICES

KING’S
Repair, LLC

765-597-2015
5947 County Rd 350 E • Marshall

Plumbing Supplies
Bath tubs, vanities, toilets 

& water heaters

Pet Food & Supplies
Softener Salt

Bar & Chain Oil• Hydraulic Oil
Motor Oil • Electrical • Bolts

Custom-made Hydraulic Hoses

Bar Stock Steel
Channel • Angle • Flat

Pipe • Sheet Metal

Bellmore
Country Store
6987 US 36

Rockville
765-344-1520
Mon • Tues • Wed • Fri

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

ELDER PLUMBING 
HEATING & A/C 

765-362-6499
311 N. Walnut • Crawfordsville

We are here for your 
HVAC & Plumbing 
Repairs & Needs

765-299-7119
Specializing in 

homemade 
cupcakes & 

pull apart cakes

Brooke’s
Boutique

765-720-7912

Sublimation
Hoodies• T-Shirts

Custom Orders

JEFF MOORE
REAL ESTATE

Call today!

765-376-7145

PHOTOGRAPHERS

765-918-3373
Serving Crawfordsville & Frankfort

3-YEAR CERAMIC COATING
PAINT CORRECTIONS

MC
Coating

Interior & Exterior 
Painting

Staining

Concrete Floors

Epoxy

812-229-6342

Insured

PET SERVICES

CAMRYN’S
PET/LIVESTOCK 

CARE LLC

GREENCASTLE, IN

765-720-4615
Facebook:

Camryn’s Pet/Livestock Care, LLC

FUNERAL HOMES

HOME SERVICES

765-894-7687

FEEDER INSECTS
DUBIA ROACHES

I’ll grow ‘em 
so you don’t have to!

FLOORING & TILE

INSULATION

REMODELS

765-676-7648
Jamestown

765-365-4525

Stamp Concrete
Driveways

Patios • Pole Barn
Sidewalks

Residential 
& Commerical

HOME SERVICES

FUNERAL HOMES

(765) 572-2478

5608 IN 25
West Point, IN

RETAIL

Kingaday

Cleaning
Organization & 
Laundry Services

765-225-1819

10% off for
Seniors, Military

& First Responders

727-312-9498

Help Wanted:
Come work with me!

765-307-4025
2208 Indianapolis Rd.

Crawfordsville

AFFORDABLE
APPLIANCES

New 
Scratch & Dent 

Items
and 

Refurbished 
Appliances
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

ENJOY 100% guar-
anteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks!  Get 
4 FREE Burgers Order 
The Griller’s Bundle 
- ONLY $79.99. Call 

1-844-873-3738 mention 
code: 63281FHJ or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/

family671

High-Speed Internet. 
We instantly compare 

speed, pricing, availabili-
ty to find the best service 

for your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99/month! 

Quickly compare offers 
from top providers. Call 

1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .50 cpm w/ 
option to make .60 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-

cellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.
boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber 

Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-977-

7069

DIRECTV - Switch 
and Save! $39.99/month. 
Select All-Included Pack-
age. 155 Channels. 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-888-

885-8931

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will 
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home 

Theater Systems & Gaming 
Consoles. $20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions apply) 

855-668-0067

COMPUTER
ISSUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions 
apply. 888-715-8176

Moving out of state 
in the next 30-60 days?  

Don’t get taken for a ride! 
Moving APT offers a 

PRICE MATCH GUAR-
ANTEE and RISK FREE 
RESERVATIONS. Car-
riers are all licensed and 
bonded. Free quote! Call 

1-844-875-1997

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 

you!! Call 24/7, 
844-284-4920

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed for SSD 

and denied, our attorneys can help 
get you approved! No money out of 

pockets! Call 1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain freedom 
with a Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrator! 

No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaran-
teed Lowest Prices! 

Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 

866-770-6849

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.

familycourtdirect.com/Fam-
ily/Law - Low Cost Legal 
Services - Pay As You Go 
- As low as $750-$1,500 - 
Get Legal Help Now! Call 
1-888-417-4602 Mon-Fri 

7am to 4 pm PCT

DISH Network. $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 

Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 

Devices. Call today! 
1-855-551-9764

HEARING AIDS!! 
Buy one/get one FREE! 
High-quality recharge-
able Nano hearing aids 
priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly 

invisible! 45 day money 
back guarantee! 844-

932-3007

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an 
AUTO ACCIDENT? Let us fight 

for you! Our network has recovered 
millions for clients! Call today for a 
FREE consultation! 844-517-6414

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 
50 to 80). No medical exam. Af-

fordable premiums never increase. 
Benefits never decrease. Policy will 
only be cancelled for non-payment. 

833-535-1043

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ 
for cylinders and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-313-9840 

or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

Classifieds
765-361-0100 ext. 15 l class@thepaper24-7.com

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

ThePaper24-7.comThanks for reading The Paper!

Is Ebony Going Extinct & 
What Can Be Done?

Dear EarthTalk: I hear 
that ebony is going ex-
tinct in the wild. Is there 
anything we can do to 
conserve what’s left and 
are there alternatives we 
can use instead?

Ebony wood is fre-
quently used in furniture 
and musical instruments 
because of its exceptional 
hardness, density, fine 
texture and extremely dark 
hue. The immense demand 
for this valuable hardwood 
has led to overexploita-
tion and illegal logging. 
Meanwhile, the culling of 
the biggest trees has meant 
successive generations 
are smaller and smaller—
and ebony trees are slow 
growers to begin with. 
Regenerating an ebony 
forest after it’s been cut 
could take upwards of a 
century.

Ebony grows mainly in 
central Africa and south-
east Asia, and is critical 
for economies heavily 
reliant on natural resourc-
es. Insufficient environ-
mental regulations make it 
disturbingly easy for illicit 
logging groups to operate 
in remote forests. With-
out proper management, 
loggers typically target 
physically superior trees, 
leading to the weakening 
of the genetic pool of 
the remaining trees. On 
a larger scale, the loss 
of ebony trees carries 
adverse consequences for 
local ecosystems. These 
trees provide sustenance 

to wildlife; their fruits 
feed monkeys and apes, 
while their leaves support 
animals like elephants.

If you decide to buy a 
product containing ebony, 
look for certifications from 
the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) or the 
Program for Endorsement 
of Forest Certification 
(PEFC). Wood that is 
certified by these groups is 
sourced from forests that 
are managed in a manner 
that safeguards biodiversi-
ty, supports the well-being 
of local communities and 
laborers, and maintains 
economic sustainability. 
Fraudulent certification la-
beling is on the rise among 
ebony vendors trying to 
deceive eco-conscious 
consumers into purchasing 
their products. To verify 
the authenticity of a cer-
tification, search the FSC 
and PEFC databases.

Above all else, abstain-
ing from purchasing ebony 
is the most effective way 
to prevent your contribu-
tion to its overexploitation. 
Fortunately, there are 
many other types of wood 
that may suit your color, 
durability and texture 
preferences.

Katalox, or Mexi-
can Royal Ebony, is 
a non-threatened spe-
cies with natural dark 
hues ranging from 
reddish-brown to near-
ly pitch black. It has a 
medium-fine texture and 
actually surpasses ebony 
in hardness. Black palm, 
another non-threatened 
species, has a speckled 
appearance with light-

er-brown streaks amidst its 
dark coloring. It’s another 
species that is unthreat-
ened, making it especially 
sustainable. It is less dense 
and more susceptible to 
insect attacks, so for proj-
ects needing resistance, 
exploring other materials 
might be wise. A third 
option, black-dyed wood 
veneers, offers customiz-
ability and affordability. 
Typically, the base panels 
are made of a common 
lighter-colored hardwood, 
such as maple, oak or 
beech, that have under-
gone a dyeing process to 
replicate the deep black 
color of ebony.

Understanding the 
ecological implications of 
ebony wood and exploring 
sustainable alternatives is 
essential for responsible 
consumer choices and the 
protection of our natural 
resources.

-CONTACTS: Forest 
Legality Initiative: Ebony, 
https://forestlegality.org/
risk-tool/species/ebony; 
Ebony: Dark Outlook For 
Dark Woods, https://www.
wood-database.com/ebony-
dark-outlook-dark-woods/; 
Rare Woods USA: Katalox, 
https://www.rarewoodsusa.
com/species/katalox/; Wood 
Database: Black Palm, 
https://www.wood-database.
com/black-palm/.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss 
for the 501(c)3 nonprofit 
EarthTalk. See more at 
https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earthtalk.
org. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.

Attorney General Todd Rokita Cautions 
Hoosier Parents Of Child Identity Theft 

Attorney General Todd 
Rokita is warning Hoo-
siers that child identity 
theft is on the rise. 1.3 
million children have 
their identities stolen 
every year. This crime 
occurs when a hacker 
steals a child’s personal 
information and uses it 
to receive services or 
benefits.  

“Having your identity 
stolen, as an adult or 
a child, is devastating 
financially and mental-
ly,” Rokita said. “Our 
children do not typical-
ly have credit reports, 
which presents a blank 
slate for criminals to 
apply for credit and take 
out loans in their name. 
This type of theft can go 
undetected for years until 
they apply for a car loan 
or their first credit card.”  

Scammers often use 
children’s Social Secu-
rity number, name and 
address, or date of birth 
to apply for services, 
like health care coverage 
or nutrition assistance, 
open a bank or credit 
card account, apply for a 
loan, sign up for a utility 
service, or even rent a 
place to live.  

“The effects of identity 
fraud are not only a hin-
derance or an annoyance 
– they can also destroy 
the future of children 
who are navigating into 
adulthood,” Rokita said. 
“As they apply for col-
lege loans or apply for a 
credit card, they can be 
completely denied due 

to unprotected data and 
greedy hackers.” 

Rokita and the Federal 
Trade Commission, offer 
the following tips to 
protect your child from 
identity theft: 

Ask questions before 
giving anyone your 
child’s Social Security 
number - even if it the 
child’s school, ask these 
questions: 

• Why do you need it? 
• How will you protect 

it? 
• Can you use a differ-

ent identifier? 
• Can you use just the 

last four digits of the 
Social Security number? 

***
Protect documents 

with personal informa-
tion 

• If you have docu-
ments with your child’s 
personal information, 
like medical bills or 
their Social Security 
card, keep them in a safe 
place, like a locked file 
cabinet. 

• When you decide to 
get rid of those docu-
ments, shred them before 
you throw them away. If 
you don’t have a shred-
der, look for a local 
shred day. 

• Delete personal in-
formation before dispos-
ing of a computer or cell 
phone.

• Your computer and 
phone might contain 
personal information 
about your child. Find 
out how to delete that 
information before you 

get rid of a computer or 
a cell phone. 

***
Security Freeze 
• As a parent or legal 

guardian, a security 
freeze is one tool you 
can use to restrict certain 
access to your minor de-
pendent’s credit report. 
Should you request a 
security freeze be placed 
on your minor depen-
dent’s credit report, a 
credit report is created 
for the minor and then 
frozen. 

• Once a security 
freeze is placed on your 
child’s credit report, it 
restricts certain access to 
it, including by fraud-
sters who may be trying 
to open a new account 
using the child’s ID. 

• Security freezes are 
free but must be placed 
separately with all 3 
national credit bureaus 
(Equifax, Experian, and 
TransUnion). You’ll 
need to provide copies 
of documentation that 
verify your ID; the 
minor dependent’s ID; 
and your relationship to 
them. 

If your child’s iden-
tity is hacked, report 
and close the fraudulent 
accounts, freeze your 
child’s credit, and con-
tact Rokita's office by 
visiting gov/attorneygen-
eral or calling 1-800-
382-5516. You also may 
report suspected cyber-
criminal scams to the 
FBI at www.ic3.gov or 
IdentityTheft.gov.
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Þ KAREN  From Page A1

dubbed Julius Caesar 
Simpson. I was off many 
centuries as I thought a 
C-section was fairly new 
just dating back to the late 
1880s! Although new to 
MoCo, at this birth on 14 
April 1911, the C-sec-
tion actually dates back 
to when Julius Caesar 
ruled and made a law that 
all women would give 
birth by being cut-open, 
thus the name was quite 
appropriate. Some sources 
say Caesar was born in 
this manner as well but 
this is likely erroneous. 
On Julius Caesar Simp-
son’s birth certificate Dr. 
Barcus wrote, “1# 12 oz 
– will live!” (underlined, 
bold lettered). Julius was 
later known as JC to 
most and Caesar to some. 
When he went home, his 
bed was in a shoe box for 
some time, safe and warm 
near the stove! He was 
a small man (5’6”, 125# 
on his WWII registration 
card) and worked with 
his 6’ father who lived 
to be 84. Sadly, Bessie 
died young, at age 40 and 
was never really in good 
health.

JC was married to 
Mildred Underwood and 
they were the parents 
of at least two children, 
William Eldridge and 
Janet Lee. They lived at 
408 W. Walnut in Wayne-
town. He passed away (at 
age 81) of a stroke as well 
as a mass in his lung plus 
anemia. Buried of course 
at the Waynetown Ma-
sonic Cemetery, he was 
a graduate of Waynetown 
HS and besides working 
with his dad, he did work 
for International Harvester 
until retiring.

Now, our second C-sec-
tion was quite a different 
affair. Full-term, in labor 
over 24 hours with all 
means of natural birth fail-
ing, it was decided to take 
Mayme Tankersley, age 
27 (wife of Frank Cottrell, 

age 52 – he died the next 
year) by car to Culver for 
the operation in order to 
save her and the baby’s 
lives. Dr. Barcus was 
again the surgeon, this 
time without the fanfare! 
Clara Evelyn Cottrell 
was born 25 October of 
1911 and weighed in, 
healthy at 10 ½#. Mayme 
and Frank had married 
October 7, 1908 and after 
Frank passed away, she 
remarried Joseph Warren 
Crane who raised Clara. 
Mayme and Joe are buried 
at Greenlawn Cemetery at 
Wingate, Mayme passing 
away 2 Nov 1971. Clara 
married Wiley Robbins in 
December 1939 and a son 
Wiley Cottrell Robbins 
was born the next year.

Dr. Paul J. Barcus was 
one of our own, born near 
Linden July 13, 1862 to 
John and Katie Ebrite Bar-
cus and married local gal, 
Susan Kirkpatrick. He 
went to DePauw and stud-
ied medicine at the Cin-
cinnati Medical School, 
graduating in 1887, but 
he desired more, thus he 
attended the University 
of Berlin to obtain more 
knowledge. A well-known 
and trusted surgeon, he 
practiced for 33 years in 
MoCo, performing an 
operation just a couple 
of days before he had a 
stroke and passed away 
at age 62 (obit – thanks 
Jina and for the super pic 
of JC and his momma’). 
Thanks to Dr. Barcus’ 
amazing surgical skills, 
our two C-section babies 
and likely several more 
went forth and prospered.

- Karen Zach is the editor 
of Montgomery Memories, 
our monthly magazine all 
about Montgomery County. 
Her column, Around the 
County, appears each Thurs-
day in The Paper of Mont-
gomery County. You can 
reach her at karen.zach@
sbcglobal.net.

Þ FRESH  From Page A1

there, lend a hand with 
the community cross-
word, play a game of 
chess, or borrow one of 
our jigsaw puzzles. We 
also have free Print and 
Play games for you to 
take home, courtesy of 
the ALA.

Check out what’s 
happening on our website 

at www.cdpl.lib.in.us 
or call us at 765-362-
2242. The library is open 
Monday-Thursday 9a-9p, 
Friday-Saturday 9a-5p, 
and Sunday 1-5p.

- Susanna Howard is a 
Library Assistant in the 
Reference and Local History 
department at CDPL.

New IU Study Highlights Billions In Annual Losses 
From Untreated Mental Illness In Indiana

Untreated mental illness 
in the Hoosier state comes 
at a cost of more than $4 
billion a year, according to 
a new Indiana University 
study.

The research published 
by the IU Richard M. 
Fairbanks School of Public 
Health found that one 
in five Indiana residents 
with mental illness do not 
receive the treatment they 
need. Hoosiers who do 
not receive such treatment 
are also more likely to 
experience other chronic 
health conditions, such as 
diabetes and cardiovas-
cular disease, researchers 
said.

The economic burden 
of untreated mental illness 
in Indiana is estimated to 
be $4.2 billion annually, 
including $3.3 billion 
in indirect costs — like 
unemployment and care-
giving — $708.5 million 
in direct health care costs, 
and $185.4 million in non-
health care costs.

The largest cost attrib-
utable to untreated mental 
illness was premature mor-
tality, at over $1.4 billion. 
Productivity losses were 
estimated to cost $885 
million each year.

“These costs represent 
a significant public health 
and financial challenge for 
our state,” said Heather 
Taylor, lead author on 
the study and assistant 
professor at the Fairbanks 
School, in a news release. 
“When you measure this 
across the state, every 
year there is a loss of over 
$600 for every person, or 
nearly $1,600 per family. 
Untreated mental illness is 
a hugely consequential cost 
for Hoosiers.”

***
The study
The findings were 

published Oct. 13 in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association.

Researchers worked 
with the Indiana Behav-
ioral Health Commission 
to perform their analysis. 
The research was used in 
support of Senate En-
rolled Act 1, which passed 
during the 2023 legislative 
session. 

The sweeping legis-
lation will create a new 
mental health care system 
in Indiana, fortifying the 
relatively new 988 crisis 
response center and hotline 

with funding for mental 
health emergencies. It 
hinges on three concepts: 
someone for Hoosiers to 
call, someone to respond 
and somewhere for Hoo-
siers to go.

The IU study population 
consisted of more than 
6.1 million individuals 
of whom an estimated 
429,000 had untreated 
mental illness in 2019, 
according to the research 
paper. 

Researchers derived 
survey responses given 
by those individuals in 
the 2018 to 2019 National 
Survey on Drug Use and 
Health, as well as the Na-
tional Survey of Children’s 
Health.

The analysis determined 
that in 2019, costs were 
more than $4 billion, 
making the economic 
burden of untreated mental 
illness in Indiana 1.2% of 
the state’s gross domestic 
product in the same year. 

For context, researchers 
emphasized that corn — 
the leading agricultural 
commodity for Indiana 
which accounts for nearly 
30% of agricultural pro-
duction — had $3.8 billion 
in sales in 2018.

Considering the average 
wage in Indiana, $4 billion 
represents approximate-
ly 100,000 jobs. Spread 
across all residents, that 
equals a loss of more than 
$600 annually for each 
state resident or nearly 
$1600 for each family 
annually.

Other factors include 
direct health care costs, 
incarceration, homeless 
shelter costs and caregiv-
ing, totaling:

• $142 million to Med-
icaid.

• $567 million to private 
insurers.

• $106 million to 
Indiana’s criminal justice 
system.

• $9.9 million to Indiana 
through homeless sup-
ports.

• $566 million for care-
giving.

• $407 million in unem-
ployment for those unable 
to work.

Individuals who do not 
receive treatment for their 
mental illness are also 
more likely to experience 
other “debilitating physical 
health conditions,” which 
can be exacerbated by 
untreated mental illness. 
Those other conditions can 

also be associated with 
higher overall medical care 
costs and a greater likeli-
hood of hospitalization.

“Thus, there is a need 
for better patient manage-
ment, early recognition, 
and continued insurance 
coverage of mental health 
treatments,” researchers 
said. 

Telehealth was anoth-
er method mentioned to 
expand access and treat-
ment within Indiana and 
elsewhere.

Noting that Indiana 
recently enabled Med-
icaid reimbursement for 
telehealth services to 
deliver intensive outpatient 
treatment for psychiat-
ric services, researchers 
doubled down that “these 
measures of intervention 
may encourage better long-
term outcomes and overall 
cost savings to health care 
systems and society as 
whole.”

***
Significant losses
Researchers said the 

findings help shed light 
on the “societal burden” 
associated with untreated 
mental illness. Specifical-
ly, the lack of sufficient 
treatment for mental illness 
was associated with “size-
able losses in productive 
human capital.”

“Given the cost of pre-
mature mortality, unem-
ployment, and absenteeism 
and presenteeism in the 
workplace, it is evident 
that employers bear 
substantial costs associat-
ed with untreated mental 
illness,” the IU paper said. 
“Thus, there is a business 
case for employers to 
support screening for early 
identification, counseling, 
and access to and use of 
mental health services and 
treatments.”

Through the research-
ers’ work, they developed 
a framework that allows 
Indiana to prioritize key 
areas in mental health ser-
vices and treatment. The 
framework also provides 
Indiana with a baseline for 
tracking progress toward 
improvement efforts.

Eliminating barriers 
to seeking and accessing 
treatment should be prior-
itized, including offering 
“culturally responsive 
care and recognizing 
populations stigmatized 
or discriminated against 
for seeking treatment,” 
researchers concluded. 

They said, too, that 
investing in interventions 
that improve access to and 
delivery of mental health 
services will reduce the 
need for social services — 
and decrease the economic 
burden to the state. Cost 
savings could come from:

• Strengthening the 
mental health provider 
workforce.

• Improving access to 
mental health services.

• Ensuring that policies 
enable providers to use 
the full range of treatment 
options.

• Reducing barriers to 
treatment initiation such as 
transportation challenges.

• Increasing aware-
ness and reducing stigma 
around mental illness.

• Encouraging em-
ployers to support mental 
health initiatives.

Still, Taylor said the 
report is not meant to be a 
cost-effectiveness anal-
ysis: “Indiana will need 
to invest in mental health 
services to realize financial 
returns.”

The researchers addi-
tionally said that other 
states could benefit from 
the proposed framework, 
especially for tracking and 
evaluating state policies 
or interventions, expand-
ing treatment options and 
organizing clinician reim-
bursements.

“One of the most 
significant impacts of 
this research is that other 
states can use this frame-
work to understand the 
financial burden in their 
state,” said Justin Black-
burn, associate professor 
at the Fairbanks School. 
“There is a scarcity of 
data on the costs incurred 
by each state – especially 
by individuals, families 
and communities – from 
untreated mental illnesses 
in the United States. Pol-
icymakers, clinicians and 
employers need this sort of 
data to determine how we 
should allocate our societal 
resources.”

- Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle maintains edi-
torial independence. Follow 
Indiana Capital Chronicle on 
facebook.com/IndianaCapi-
talChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

By Casey Smith
Indiana Capital Chronicle

State Treasurer Daniel 
Elliott Announces Massive 
Investment In Israeli Bonds

Indiana State Treasurer 
Daniel Elliott announced 
today that he has autho-
rized the largest known 
purchase by a State in the 
USA since the beginning 
of the Israel-Hamas war.

“Israel is our most im-
portant ally in the world.  
This investment reflects 
the confidence that I have 
in the Israeli people and 
the Israel economy,” said 
Elliott.  “Israeli bonds 
have provided high rates 
of returns for investors, 
even outperforming their 
American counterparts.  
Historical data and sug-
gests that this is a great 
opportunity for Hoosier 
taxpayers.”

As Indiana’s Chief 
Investment Officer, Elliott 
oversees the investment of 
nearly 17 billion dollars 

of state assets and sits on 
the boards of multiple state 
agencies that oversee state 
funds. 

“October 7th remains 
one of the darkest days in 
the history of the word.  
Yet, I remain confident 
that Israel will prevail over 
the forces of evil.  This 
bond purchase reflects 
the confidence we have 
in Israel’s victory and the 
strength of their market-
place.”        

Indiana currently holds 
$65 million dollars in Is-
rael Bonds.  After today’s 
purchase, the state will 
hold $100 million dollars 
in Israel Bonds.  This is an 
increase of nearly 55%. 

The Treasurer of State 
is authorized by statute to 
invest in Israeli bonds by 
the General Assembly.

Food Finders Food Bank Kicks Off Its 13th 
Annual Drive Away Hunger Fall Food Drive
Food bank calls on community to raise 700,000 meals!

Food Finders Food Bank 
is launching its 13th annual 
Drive Away Hunger fall 
food drive on November 
1st, with the effort con-
tinuing through December 
1st. We are calling on 
the community to unite in 
helping to stock the food 
bank’s supply to ensure 
that our neighbors facing 
hunger have enough re-
sources to provide for their 
families this winter. Last 
fall, the food drive crushed 
the original meal goal of 
650,000. For 2023, we 
have increased this goal 
and hope to raise enough 
food for 700,000 meals.

President/CEO Kier 
Crites Muller states, 
“Food Finders and our 
partners across the char-
itable food network have 
been sounding the alarm 
for the last two years about 
the increased demand we 
are facing and the USDA's 
Household Food Security 
in the United States in 

2022 report released last 
week confirms this; the 
number of individuals 
living in food insecure 
households in the U.S. 
in 2022 increased to 44 
million, including 13 
million children. This is 
an increase of 31% since 
2021 and 44% since 2020, 
the highest rate since 2014 
and the largest one-year 
increase since 2008. The 
report parallels what we 
are seeing locally.” Crites 
Muller adds, “The good 
news is that, so far, we've 
been able to meet this 
increased need, but we 
cannot continue alone. 
We need ongoing support 
from our community to 
assist our neighbors facing 
hunger.”

Several communi-
ty-minded area businesses 
are sponsoring the 2023 
food drive, allowing Food 
Finders to increase aware-
ness about food insecurity 
in our community. Pre-

senting sponsors include 
Cargill, Indiana Packers, 
Kroger, and Primient, in 
partnership with Neuhoff 
Media Lafayette; Key 
sponsors are Tate & Lyle 
and Soller-Baker Funeral 
Home; Engine sponsors 
include Subaru of Indiana 
Automotive, Caterpillar, 
and Evonik; Van Gorder 
Janitorial is a Green Light 
sponsor; and Two Men 
and A Truck will be an 
In-Kind sponsor.

Mark your calendar for 
these upcoming events:

Now – November 18 
– Classroom Superstars, 
presented by Primient

Local elementary, junior 
high, and high schools 
compete to win the coveted 
“Golden Spork” by raising 
the most food donations 
through Nov. 18.

Wednesday, November 
22 - 14th Annual Feed the 
Need Day

Neuhoff Media will host 
its annual food drive at all 

four area Pay Less Super 
Markets to raise food and 
funds for Food Finders 
Food Bank.

Thursday, November 
23 – Fleet Feet’s Gobble 
Wobble 5K

The Thanksgiving Day 
run starts at 9:30 a.m. at 
Cumberland Park, West 
Lafayette

November 29 - Giving 
Tuesday

Cargill and Kroger will 
offer a dollar-for-dollar 
match for the first $20,000 
raised. Double your dona-
tion on Giving Tuesday!

***
Drive Away Hunger 

food donations:
Please bring all food 

donations to Food Finders’ 
Warehouse: 1210 N. 10th 
Street, Lafayette. Monday 
– Friday 8 am – 4 pm.

For complete event de-
tails and to learn how you 
can participate and make 
a difference, visit: https://
www.food-finders.org/dah

Visit us online:
thepaper24-7.com
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