
The 
weather was 
nice this past 
weekend, so 
it was that 
time again. 
Yes, time to 
haul horse 
manure! My 
son cleans the 
horse stables 
each morning 
and piles it up 
on a nearby 

concrete pad. Then each fall, 
after the crops have been har-
vested, we load it up and spread 
it on the fields for fertilizer.

I have a 1951 Farmall H 
tractor. Put a little water in... 
greased the joints...cleaned 

the connections...made sure 
everything was in working 
order. Just could not get up and 
going...Well, that was ME. 
Then I did the same things for 
my tractor. It wouldn't start 
either! So...I had to make a 
trip to town for a new 6 volt 
battery. Success! I am three 
years older than my tractor. I 
wish I could buy a new battery 
for my 75-year body, because 
every morning I need a jump 
start. Oh well, I prefer to laugh 
at old age. As they say, "it 
takes both sunshine and tears 
to make a rainbow." How do 
we "old-timers" know when we 
have reached that point? Here 
are a few clues....

(1) You get up at night and 

stumble in the dark to the 
bathroom. For some reason the 
bathroom light automatically 
comes on. The next morning 
your wife informs you that you 
peed in the refrigerator.

(2) You test drive a new car, 
and you accidentally touch 
one of the fourteen buttons on 
the steering wheel. The radio 
comes on, blasting at maximum 
volume. You have no idea how 
to turn it off. You then ask the 
salesman if any manufacturer 
makes a car with no buttons, 
no radio, a clock with hands, 
crank-style windows, manual 
air vents, and no seat belts. He 
informs you that they no longer 

Judi Kleine sent us here a smile from 
Grandpa Greg Kleine holding Grand-
daughter Phoebe on a recent hike at 
Turkey Run. Thank You Judi!

Let’s try to be thankful for our gov-
ernment. Lord knows they’re mak-
ing it hard, but let’s try anyways.

Work Session Meeting:
Town of New Richmond is having a Work Session Meeting on November 
17, 2023 at 5:30 pm at the New Richmond Town Hall.

Montgomery County’s oldest locally owned independent newspaper

CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA	 WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM

50¢

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Diane Thompson
for subscribing!
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In celebration of our beginning 
our 20th year as a media company, 
we’re sharing some famous quota-

tions about newspapers this month.
“Most of us probably feel we 

couldn’t be free without newspa-
pers, and that is the real reason we 

want newspapers to be free.”
-Edward R. Murrow
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John 14:27 Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto 

you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your 

heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid.

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Walking at least six miles per 
week can help reduce age-relat-

ed memory loss.
Today’s health tip was brought 
to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be 
sure to catch his column each 

week in The Paper and online at 
www.thepaper24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1What’s that in the waters of 
Pawleys Island, South Car-
olina? Even the experts at 

the Marine Resources Research 
Institute in Charleston don’t have 
an answer. They admitted that 
they are “stumped.” But the news 
anchors at a local TV station 
appear to have determined it is a 
“sea slug” of sorts. 

2How big is your zucchini? 
Henry D'Angela of Thorold, 
Canada has grown an 

8-foot, 4.79-inch squash and 
he believes it is worthy of a page 
in the Guinness Book of World 
Records. As he put it, "when 
they open the farmer's market in 
Thorold next year, I should bring 
this as a novelty so Thorold can 
be known as having the biggest 
zucchini in the world."

3Pigs will be pigs, but 
a porcine party that 
lasted some two weeks 

in Sterling, CT had a neigh-
borhood at a loss recently. 
It was a “boar war,” if there 
ever was one, that destroyed 
lawns and gardens. As many 
as 22 black Mulefoot pigs 
were making their way into 
neighborhood properties on 
a daily basis. One neighbor, 
Michael Grenier, claims 
that the daily porker parties 
caused some $23,000 in 
property damages. 

 OBITUARIES
Ethan Lee Whyde
Robert Lee Robinson

 TODAY’S JOKE
If you threw a Publisher and a 
reporter off a cliff at the same time, 
who would hit bottom first?
The reporter because the publisher 
would get lost on the way

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:30 a.m. 
SET: 5:33 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 60 °F
Low: 32 °F

Today is...
• National American Teddy 

Bear Day
• World Diabetes Day

• International Girls Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1971 First spacecraft to 
orbit a planet. NASA's 

Mariner 9 entered Mars' 
orbit after 167 days in space. 
Despite it being in Mars' or-
bit within 15 minutes, a dust 
storm on the planet made it 
impossible for Mariner 9 to 
take pictures of Mars until 

January.
• 1889 Nelie Bly sets out to 
go around the world in 80 
days. The American jour-

nalist, whose real name was 
Elizabeth Cochrane Seaman, 
followed the footsteps of fic-
tional character Phileas Fogg 
from Jules Verne's Around 

the World in 80 Days
• 1851 Moby Dick Makes its 
Debut in the United States. 
The epic novel by Herman 

Melville about Captain 
Ahab's quest to find and kill 
Moby Dick, a white whale 
had released in the UK in 

October under the name The 
Whale. 

Births On This Day
• 1948 Charles III

King of the United Kingdom
• 1908 Joseph McCarthy

American politician

Deaths On This Day
• 1988 Haywood S. Hansell

American general officer
• 1915 Booker T. Washing-

ton
American author, educator

BUTCH 
DALE
COLUMNIST

HIRING 
* Visit thepaper24-7.com for more information

*

$500
BONUS

Are you outgoing, attentive to detail and looking for a good job?
We pay $15 to $20 per hour with commissions added on top of that. 

We are locally owned and are looking for team players who 
want to be part of something special. 

If you are good in sales, or want to be, send your resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com
Remote positions now available for qualified candidates!

Interested in working from home?

Honoring Our Veterans

Photos courtesy of Penny Anglin
Crawfordsville and Montgomery County honored our veterans with a moving ceremony this 
past Saturday with a parade. Every year Veteran’s Day falls on the 11th day of the 11th 
month. Veteran’s Day originated as Armistice Day in 1919 to signify and celebrate the end 
of fighting of World War I. This was later changed in 1954 to Veteran’s Day.

Butch Needs A New Battery!!!

Commissioners Make Changes On CR 400 N
After two fatal accidents on 

County Road 400 North -- as 
well as some other property 
damage and personal injury 
accidents in the last five years, 
Montgomery County Commis-
sioners are diligently working 
to find better and safer answers.

"The commissioners have en-
gaged engineers and reviewed 
accident reports in order to 
address any safety issues on 
that road," Commissioner John 
Frey told The Paper.

"We’re trying to get the no 
passing lines painted on imme-
diately," Frey added. Howev-

er, road crews have to work 
around the weather this time 
of year so there is no specific 
timetable yet.

Frey also said that the county 
is going to reduce the speed 
limit again in order to try to 
slow down vehicles on the 
road. Both fatal accidents in-
volved high rates of speed.

Besides making the road a no 
passing zone and reducing the 
speed, Frey said commissioners 
are imposing weight limits in 
order to prevent large trucks 
from traveling on the road. He 
added that commissioners will 

continue to study all available 
options to make other changes.

"The County is one of five in 
Indiana to use a road evaluation 
and safety rating system," Frey 
explained. "We will continue to 
use this system and decide what 
further measures are appropri-
ate for County Road 400 North 
and our other roads. Still, we 
need everyone traveling on the 
road to slow down and drive 
more safely."

Frey added that once the 
double yellow lines are painted 
on the road the speed limit will 
raise back to 40.

See BUTCH Page A5
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 OBITUARIES
Ethan Lee Whyde 

May 3, 1937, Saturday, November 11, 2023
Ethan Lee Whyde, also known as 

Mousey, age 86 of Kingman, passed 
away on Saturday, November 11, 
2023 at Franciscan Health Lafayette. 
He was born in Cates, Indiana on 
May 3, 1937 to the late John “Ca-
sey” & Nellie (Allen) Whyde.

Ethan graduated from Kingman 
High School in 1957 and on Novem-
ber 6, 1959 he married the love of 
his life, Mary V. Richardson, who 
preceded him in death on December 8, 2016. Ethan was 
a machine operator at Mid-States Wire in Crawfordsville 
and retired after 38 years. He also worked at Woodrow 
Funeral Home in Kingman for over 40 years, Pow-
ers-Priebe Funeral Home in Crawfordsville for 17 years, 
and Sanders Funeral Care in Kingman for 10 years. He 
attended the Kingman Methodist Church and Prairie 
Creek Baptist Church.

Ethan raised rabbits for many years, loved mowing 
his yard, taking care of the kitties, and him and Mary 
would travel around and take pictures of different funeral 
homes. He was always that welcoming and comforting 
face opening the door for everyone at several different 
funeral homes in the area. He was loved by his commu-
nity and will be missed by many.

He is survived by his brother-in-law, Raymond 
(Glenda) Richardson; sister-in-law, Becky Brooks; sever-
al nieces and nephews, and special friends, Harold & 
Robin Dowell.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, 
Mary Whyde; a brother-in-law, Bob Richardson; and 
two sister-in-law’s, Betty Hensley and Janet Ping.

Visitation will be at Sanders Funeral Care, 203 S 1st 
Street, in Kingman on Saturday, November 18, 2023 
from 11:00 am till the time of the funeral service 1:00 
pm with Pastor Loren Stephens officiating. Burial will 
follow at Coal Creek Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be given 
to Western Indiana Community Foundation, Coal Creek 
Cemetery Fund, P.O. Box 175, Covington, IN. 47932. 
Share memories and condolences online at www.Sander-
sFuneralCare.com.

Robert Lee Robinson 
November 9, 1940, Saturday, November 11, 2023

Robert Lee Robinson, age 83 of 
Yeddo, passed away on Saturday, 
November 11, 2023 at home while 
surrounded by his loving family. He 
was born in Silverwood, Indiana on 
November 9, 1940 to the late Russell 
Robert & Leona Easter (Tunin) 
Robinson.

Bob attended Cates and Perrysville 
Schools and on July 25, 1963, Bob 
married the love of his life, Shirley 
“Peach” Lee Sanders, who preceded him in death on 
June 22, 2012. He worked for the State of Indiana for 
several years and was a logger. He attended Prairie 
Creek Baptist Church. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, 
mowing the yard, wood working, reading the bible and 
spending time with his family.

He is survived by a daughter, Charlotte Ann Robinson 
of Plainfield; a son, Robert Dale (Cindy) Robinson of 
Kingman; two grandchildren, Shae Bailey (Miranda) 
Robinson of Covington and Garrett Michael Robinson of 
Kingman; three great grandchildren, Braesyn, Nash, and 
Westin; a special friend, Margaret “Maggie” Sanders; 
and several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, 
Shirley; two brothers, Richard Clyde Robinson Sr. and 
Marvin Dale Robinson; and nephew, Richard Clyde 
Robinson Jr.

Visitation will be at Sanders Funeral Care, 203 S 1st 
Street, in Kingman on Friday, November 17, 2023 from 
11:00 am till the time of the funeral service at 1:00 pm 
with Pastor Loren Stephens officiating. Burial will follow 
at Centennial Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be given 
to the funeral home to assist with the funeral services. 
Share memories and condolences online at www.Sander-
sFuneralCare.com.

 Meeting Notes
Montgomery County Board Of 
Commissioners Meeting

MONDAY, NOVEM-
BER 13

CONSENT AGENDA    
Approved.

Approval of Claims
Accounts Payable - 

$2,602,069.22
Payroll 11/3 - 

$643,953.00
Minutes - October 23, 

2023
Agreement with Govo-

lution - Online Payments 
- Treasurer's Office

Approved Treasurer 
Heather Laffoon request 
to enter into a Master 
Subscription Agreement 
with Certified Payments, 
an online payment vendor 
for property tax pay-
ments.  Service Fee Per 
Transaction: 2.50% for 
all Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover - $2.00 min-
imum.  $2.00 fee for 
Electronic Check/ACH.

NEW BUSINESS
Approve Letter of En-

gagement - Job Classifi-
cation and Compensation 
Study

Approved Letter of En-
gagement with Waggoner, 
Irwin, Sheele & Associ-
ates subject to approval 
by Council, as well.

The County received 
two proposals to complete 
a compensation study. 
The submittals were from 
Waggoner, Irwin, Sheele 
& Associates and NFP. 
Both firms were inter-
viewed and references 
were checked. The rec-
ommendation was to pro-
ceed with a contract with 
Waggoner, Irwin, Sheele 
& Associates for an 
estimated cost of $62,840 
plus travel expense reim-
bursement. The Council 
budget would be utilized 
to pay for the study.

Waggoner, Irwin and 
Sheele & Associates is 
an Indiana based compa-
ny and was established 
in 1979. Since their 
founding, they have been 
engaged by 80 counties 
and 70 Indiana cities 
and towns to complete 
compensation studies. 
Their references included 
the Counties of Dekalb, 
Hamilton, Harrison, Mor-
gan, Owen and Shelby.  
Addie Rooker will be the 
principal in charge of the 
project. Ms. Rooker has 
a bachelor's degree in 
human resources man-
agement and has been 
employed by Waggoner 
et al since 2001. She has 
supervised dozens of job 
classification and compen-
sation surveys.

ORDINANCES
Final Reading:  Ordi-

nance 2023-22 Creating 
the 2024 Justice Partners 
Addiction Response Grant 
Fund-$50,000

Approved.

This ordinance cre-
ates a fund for the funds 
awarded by the Indiana 
Office of Court Services 
for  Justice Partners 
Addiction Response. The 
grant funds may only be 
used towards costs related 
to recovery and substance 
abuse treatment.  The 
fund is a non-reverting 
fund.

Final Reading:  Ordi-
nance 2023-23:  Creating 
the FY2024 DOC Drug 
Court Grant Fund - 
$80,441

Approved.
This ordinance creates a 

fund for the funds award-
ed by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Corrections from 
the FY2024 Community 
Corrections & Justice Re-
investment Grants.  The 
grant funds may only be 
used towards costs related 
to Drug Court Programs. 
The fund is a non-revert-
ing fund.

Final Reading:  Or-
dinance 2023-24:  Cre-
ating the FY2024 DOC 
Probation Grant Fund 
- $164,890

Approved.
This ordinance creates a 

fund for the funds award-
ed by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Corrections from 
the FY2024 Community 
Corrections & Justice 
Reinvestment Grants.  
The grant funds may only 
be used towards funding 
the Probation Office.  The 
fund is a non-reverting 
fund.

Final Reading:  Ordi-
nance 2023-25 Creating 
the 2024 Family Recov-
ery Court

Grant Fund- $106,388
Approved.
This ordinance cre-

ates a fund for the funds 
awarded by the Indiana 
Office of Court Services 
from the FY2024 Family 
Recovery Court Grant 
Fund to the Montgomery 
Circuit Court.  The grant 
provides funding for the 
Family Recovery Court 
Program.  The fund is a 
non-reverting fund.

Introduction: Ordinance 
2023-27 Amending Chap-
ter 70 of the County Code 
for Road Regulations  

Approved on 2nd read-
ing after the suspension of 
rules.

Ordinance amends the 
regulations on the type of 
vehicles that can travel 
on CR400 North from 
County Road 400 West 
to State Road 231.  The 
amendment will allow 
school buses to travel on 
this section of road and 
will allow service trucks 
to travel on the road to 
provide services to resi-
dences that live along that 
section of road.

Crawfordsville 
Council Meeting

November 13 at 6 p.m.
I. Pledge Presenter: 

Jennifer Lowe
II. Prayer Presenter: 

Andy Biddle
III. Roll Call
IV. Approval of Min-

utes - October 9, 2023.
V. Acknowledgment 

of receipt of the monthly 
Financial Reports

VI. Roll Call for addi-
tions to the Agenda

VII. Public Hearing
A. An Ordinance Mak-

ing Additional Appropri-
ations for the Year 2023 
(Crawfordsville Street 
Department Post-Barn 
Construction Project)

B. An Ordinance of the 
Crawfordsville Common 
Council Making a 2023 
Additional Appropria-
tion (Crawfordsville Fire 
Overtime/FLSA)

VIII. Fiscal Affairs
A. A Declaratory 

Resolution Designating an 
Economic Revitalization 
Area and Approving Tax 
Abatement for Interna-
tional Paper Company

B. First reading of 
an Ordinance Making 
Additional Appropriations 
for the Year 2023 (Craw-
fordsville Street Depart-
ment Post-Barn Construc-
tion Project)

C. First reading of 
an Ordinance of the 
Crawfordsville Common 
Council Making a 2023 

Additional Appropria-
tion (Crawfordsville Fire 
Overtime/FLSA)

IX. Ordinances & 
Petitions

A. Second reading of 
an Ordinance Amending 
Section 150.26 of the 
Building Code of the City 
of Crawfordsville

X. Traffic, Parking & 
Safety

A. Second reading of 
an Ordinance Amending 
Parking Restrictions to 
Add One Disabled Park-
ing Space located directly 
in front of 709 E College 
Street, Crawfordsville, 
Indiana

B. First reading of an 
Ordinance Designating 
Multi-Stop Intersection(s)

XI. Annexation
A. Third reading of an 

Ordinance to Annex Prop-
erty Known as approxi-
mately 100 acres located 
north of the planned 
extension of Purple Heart 
Pkwy and the associated 
right-of-way

B. A Resolution Ap-
proving Proposed Annex-
ation Fiscal Plan

C. First reading of 
an Ordinance to Annex 
Property Known as ap-
proximately 46.46 acres 
located at 429 W. 150 S. 
and the associated right-
of-way

XII. Miscellaneous
XIII. Adjournment

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your 
banking needs!

Butch Buys 
Old Firearms
Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL

I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

Romance In November
There’s 

just 
something 
about 
falling in 
love in 
Novem-
ber, 
thought 
Steve. 
Some-

thing … timely. Something 
… special. Steve’s incred-
ible shaving-brush-like 
moustache is gray now. It’s 
lasted a long time, there at 
the ranch and up at Steve’s 
cabin, and it deserves to be 
such an elegant gray.

Falling in love, Steve 
said to himself, just 
couldn’t be all that terrific. 
November … the Native 
American’s hunger moon. 
The month of storms and 
danger, when smart out-
doorsmen practiced being 
even smarter indoorsmen.

But Steve always thought 
there was a slice of flavor 
inside a November romance 
because of the month’s 
hardships. Some of the 

longest lasting and happi-
est marriages began with 
a November romance. 
He silently recited several 
November bondings that 
appeared to be happily 
headed for eternity.

Women are truly won-
derful, even in November. 
They’re soft and warm and 
cuddly. If a guy finds him-
self in need of a snuggle, a 
woman is at the top of the 
list.

Oh, a dog is okay, he 
thought. But a woman … 
when it works right … is 
the best.

Maybe someday, Steve 
thought. Have to think 
about that kinda hard this 
winter.’

After November. 
Nothing serious should be 
planned in November.

Unless, of course, the 
right woman should come 
along ……

-Brought to you by Sweet-
grass Mornings, by Slim 
Randles. Try https://www.
betterworldbooks.com.

Slim Randles
Home Country

765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. THE PAPER

Please visit 
us online:

thepaper24-7.com

ThePaper24-7.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

AUTOMOTIVE FOOD/CATERINGBANKING

Burkhart
Funeral Home

201 West Wabash Ave.
Crawfordsville

(765) 362-5510

FEATURED 
BUSINESS

10% off for
Seniors, Military

& First Responders

727-312-9498

Help Wanted:
Come work with me!

REALTORS

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
0Not valid with any other offer. Expires 11/30/23

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

MAUS
FUNERAL 

HOME
206 Water St.

Hillsboro
765-798-5555

704 Council St.
Attica

765-764-4418
mausfuneralhome.com

NURSING HOMES

WELLBROOKE
OF CRAWFORDSVILLE

765-230-3755
517 Concord Road • Crawfordsville

Call or email to book 
your appointment

217-516-1493
samikay919@icloud.com

FOOD TRUCK & CATERING

765-297-0400
GREENCASTLE

SCAN FOR 

MENU
OR VISIT: www.hoggwildfoodtruck.com

SCREEN PRINTING
EMBROIDERY

302 E Market St 
Suite 4 

Crawfordsville

765-838-3438

Fisher’s
DISCOUNT STORE

6492 E 850 N
Waveland

M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm
TU 8 am-8 pm

FRI & SAT 8 am-5 pm
Closed Sunday

765-435-7231

Discount groceries, 
bulk foods, meat & cheese

Moonlight
Design

Studio

ART YOU CAN 
WEAR FOR ANY 

OCCASION

463-280-4280

HOME SERVICES

KING’S
Repair, LLC

765-597-2015
5947 County Rd 350 E • Marshall

Plumbing Supplies
Bath tubs, vanities, toilets 

& water heaters

Pet Food & Supplies
Softener Salt

Bar & Chain Oil• Hydraulic Oil
Motor Oil • Electrical • Bolts

Custom-made Hydraulic Hoses

Bar Stock Steel
Channel • Angle • Flat

Pipe • Sheet Metal

Bellmore
Country Store
6987 US 36

Rockville
765-344-1520
Mon • Tues • Wed • Fri

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Brooke’s
Boutique

765-720-7912

Sublimation
Hoodies• T-Shirts

Custom Orders

JEFF MOORE
REAL ESTATE

Call today!

765-376-7145

PHOTOGRAPHERS

765-918-3373
Serving Crawfordsville & Frankfort

3-YEAR CERAMIC COATING
PAINT CORRECTIONS

MC
Coating

Interior & Exterior 
Painting

Staining

Concrete Floors

Epoxy

812-229-6342

Insured

PET SERVICES

CAMRYN’S
PET/LIVESTOCK 

CARE LLC

GREENCASTLE, IN

765-720-4615
Facebook:

Camryn’s Pet/Livestock Care, LLC

FUNERAL HOMES

HOME SERVICES

765-894-7687

FEEDER INSECTS
DUBIA ROACHES

I’ll grow ‘em 
so you don’t have to!

FLOORING & TILE

INSULATION

REMODELS

765-676-7648
Jamestown

765-365-4525

Stamp Concrete
Driveways

Patios • Pole Barn
Sidewalks

Residential 
& Commerical

(765) 572-2478

5608 IN 25
West Point, IN

RETAIL

Kingaday

Cleaning
Organization & 
Laundry Services

765-225-1819

10% off for
Seniors, Military

& First Responders

727-312-9498

Help Wanted:
Come work with me!

765-307-4025
2208 Indianapolis Rd.

Crawfordsville

AFFORDABLE
APPLIANCES

New 
Scratch & Dent 

Items
and 

Refurbished 
Appliances

HOME SERVICES

RETAIL

Contact our advertising department  at 765-361-0100 ext. 1 
to be included in our next Service Directory.



Dear EarthTalk: What 
are softbotics and how 
can this emerging field 
help us better under-
stand animal evolution 
and achieve our conser-
vation goals? 

Soft robotics, AKA soft-
botics, an emerging field 
of robotics, is revolution-
izing how we design and 
build machines. Unlike 
traditional rigid robots, 
soft robots are inspired by 
the flexibility and adapt-
ability found in nature, 
such as in the movement 
of animals like octopi and 
worms. These robots are 
made from pliable mate-
rials that let them mimic 
the dexterity and agility of 
living organisms. This in-
novative technology is not 
only changing the land-
scape of robotics but also 
providing valuable insights 
into animal evolution.

At its core, soft robot-
ics aims to replicate and 
harness the qualities of 
soft, living organisms 
to create robots that are 
better suited for complex, 
dynamic environments. 
Traditional hard, rigid 
robots are often limited 
in their ability to navigate 
and interact with unpre-
dictable surroundings. Soft 
robots can bend, stretch, 
and deform, making them 
better equipped to handle 
real-world challenges.

In 2023, researchers at 
Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity's Department of 
Mechanical Engineering, 
along with paleontologists 
from Spain and Poland, 
used fossil evidence to 
create a robotic replica of 
pleurocystitid, a marine 

organism that lived 450 
million years ago and is 
thought to be one of the 
first echinoderms able to 
moving using a muscular 
stem. “We are building 
robot analogues to study 
how locomotion has 
changed," says lead re-
searcher Carmel Majidi of 
Carnegie Mellon. “Many 
fundamental principles of 
biology and nature can 
only fully be explained if 
we look back at the evo-
lutionary timeline of how 
animals evolved.”

The connection between 
soft robotics and ani-
mal evolution is evident 
when we consider how 
these robots are designed 
and built. Scientists and 
engineers draw inspiration 
from nature, studying the 
movement and behavior of 
animals to inform the de-
sign of soft robots. For ex-
ample, an octopus' ability 
to squeeze through tight 
spaces and manipulate 
objects with its flexible 
tentacles has inspired the 
development of soft robots 
that can perform similar 
tasks, such as search and 
rescue missions in col-
lapsed buildings.

Animals have evolved 
over the millennia to 
develop structures and 
behaviors that optimize 
their survival and repro-
duction. Soft robotics 
seeks to emulate these 
evolutionary solutions, 
creating machines that can 
perform tasks with a level 
of versatility and efficien-
cy that was previously 
unattainable. Studying the 
biomechanics of animals 
like snakes, which move 
gracefully despite their 
lack of legs, has inspired 
the creation of serpen-

tine soft robots that can 
navigate tight spaces and 
uneven terrain.

Soft robotics is not 
merely an attempt to 
mimic nature but a way to 
explore the principles that 
underlie the remarkable 
adaptations found in living 
organisms. This explo-
ration can lead to break-
throughs in a wide range 
of applications, from 
medical devices to envi-
ronmental monitoring and 
even space exploration.

One particularly exciting 
area of research is devel-
oping soft robots for use 
in ecological and wildlife 
studies. These robots can 
be designed to mimic 
specific animals, enabling 
researchers to observe and 
interact with wildlife in 
their natural habitats more 
unobtrusively. This has 
the potential to revolu-
tionize our understanding 
of animal behavior and 
ecology by providing un-
precedented insights into 
their lives.

-CONTACTS: 450-mil-
lion-year-old organism 
finds new life in Soft-
botics, https://www.
sciencedaily.com/releas-
es/2023/11/231106202936.
htm; Carnegie Mellon 
Softbotics, https://engineer-
ing.cmu.edu/softbotics/index.
html;This Skin-like Robot 
Can Heal Itself, https://www.
sciencefriday.com/segments/
self-healing-robot-softbiot-
ics/.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss 
for the 501(c)3 nonprofit 
EarthTalk. See more at 
https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earthtalk.
org. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.
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DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-

cellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.
boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Installations? 
Geeks on Site will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras, 
Home Theater Systems & 

Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF 
coupon 42537! (Restrictions 

apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271

2, 3, and 4 
Bedroom 

Rental Homes

Call Hooks 
(765) 918-8700

www.hookshomesindiana.com

765.361.0100

Softbotics Provide New 
Lens On Biological Evolution

Flat Roofs
Metal Roofs
New Roofs

Residential & Commercial
Roof Repair

Roofing & Construction

Free Estimates
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make 1947 Buicks.
(3) When you go into 

another room to get some-
thing, you can't find your 
glasses, and then after you 
locate them on top of your 
head, you can't remember 
what you were looking for 
to start with.

(4) While your wife is 
fixing dinner, you watch 
the evening weather 
report. She asks you what 
the forecast is, but you 
have no idea. You just 
tuned in to see the weather 
girl in her skin tight dress.

(5) You are as bald 
as billiard ball. When 
you try on a turtleneck 
sweater at a department 
store, some kid yells out, 
"Look, Mommy, that old 
man looks like a bottle of 
Ban-Roll-On!"

(6) Your bank calls to 
tell you that your account 
is overdrawn. Why? Be-
cause you ordered a case 
of Preparation-H, 100 
tubes of Ben-Gay, a year's 
supply of Folgers K-cups, 
six golf cart batteries, 
and an extra pair of white 
patent leather loafers.

(7) When choosing a 
breakfast cereal at the 
grocery, you select the 
brand which has the most 
fiber content. While eating 
this cereal, which tastes 
like oatmeal infused with 
granite, you chip a tooth, 
throw the cereal in the 
waste basket, and call the 
dentist.

Here are a few other 
signs that I found on the 
Internet:

Your knees buckle, 
but your belt won't...
Your back goes out more 
than you do...You sink 
your teeth into a steak 
and they stay there...
You fall asleep in your 
easy chair and everyone 

thinks you're dead...
You have a dream about 
prunes...You wear black 
socks with sandals...You 
constantly talk about the 
price of gasoline...You 
enjoy hearing about your 
friends' operations...You 
are proud to show off 
your lawn mower...You 
consider coffee the great-
est product ever made...
You consider a piece of 
Marie Callender peach 
pie your daily portion of 
fruit...You have too much 
room in the house and not 
enough in the medicine 
cabinet...You know all 
the answers, but no one 
asks you the questions...
Your heart pacemaker 
makes the garage doors go 
up when you see a pretty 
girl.

But fellows, don't 
worry. Your wife had her 
"silver-age" moment, too. 
She went to her doctor for 
a vaginal exam and Pap 
smear. During the exam, 
the doctor laughed un-
controllably. "My, aren't 
we fancy today!" Instead 
of using her feminine de-
odorant spray before her 
visit, she accidentally used 
her silver glitter-sparkle 
hairspray.

So folks, don't worry 
and fret about any prob-
lems during "old age." 
Might as well laugh about 
it. And guys and gals, if 
you decide to retire, don't 
worry that you might 
become bored. Taking 
care of each other will be 
a full-time job!

- John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been the 
librarian at Darlington the 
past 32 years, and is a well-
known artist and author of 
local history.

State, Localities Start To Spend The $507 
Million From National Opioid Settlement

Almost a year after 
distributions started from 
the National Opioid Set-
tlement, only $7.1 million 
has been put to use so far 
in Indiana as local units of 
government wrestle with 
how to make the most of 
the payments.

Over the next two 
decades, tens of billions 
of dollars will flow into 
state coffers nationally 
from the National Opioid 
Settlement, a court agree-
ment between companies 
deemed responsible for 
the deadly, life-disrupting 
impact of the addictive 
drug and the localities 
bearing the brunt of the 
devastation. 

On average, four 
Hoosiers die each day 
from a drug overdose 
and three-quarters of 
those deaths involved 
an opioid, according 
to a 2021 updated drug 
overdose report from the 
Indiana Department of 
Health. More than 15,000 
Hoosiers have died since 
1999 and thousands more 
have been incarcerated for 
drug-related offenses due 
to their addiction. As with 
mental health services, 
jails remain one of the few 
places to receive treatment 
in a state with a shortage 
of options.

But the $507 million 
coming to Indiana over the 
next 18 years — from the 
National Opioid Settlement 
with distributors Americ-
sourceBergen, Cardinal 
Health and McKesson as 
well as opioid manufactur-
er Johnson & Johnson — 
has the potential to change 
that.

In contrast to its prede-
cessor, the 1998 Tobacco 
Master Settlement, funds 
are flowing to local units 
of government — a move 
meant to target areas with 
high numbers of overdose 
deaths and opioid prolif-
eration. 

Payments started going 
out in December of 2022, 
with more than $107 mil-
lion in the first wave to the 
state and 648 local units of 
government. 

A Fall 2023 report 
presents the first look at 
where funds have gone 
and how localities chose to 
spend them, falling into a 
handful of approved uses 
for funds that include: 
treatment, prevention and 
catch-all strategies de-
signed to strengthen local 
responses.

But, so far, many are 
being cautious with the 
money they’ve received or 
spending their dollars on 
long-term projects that ha-
ven’t yet come to fruition.

Where is the money 
going locally?

Just 606 cities, towns 
and counties of the 648 
reported their spending 
to NextLevel Recovery, 
part of the state’s Office of 
Drug Prevention, Treat-
ment and Enforcement. Of 
those, 81% of abatement 
funds hadn’t been expend-
ed, encumbered or des-
ignated. Even fewer had 
opted to spend unrestricted 
funds — 87% of cities, 
towns and counties hadn’t 
touched those dollars yet. 

Though there isn’t yet a 

dashboard of spending, the 
office’s executive direc-
tor, Douglas Huntsinger, 
hinted at a Nov. 3 meeting 
of the Indiana Commission 
to Combat Substance Use 
Disorder that one is com-
ing and current reports are 
available at in.gov/recov-
ery/settlement. 

Huntsinger told the Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle that 
individual town, city and 
county spending reports 
will be available in De-
cember and as more funds 
are spent, “the reports will 
get more complex in the 
future.”

Confusion erupted for 
the smallest towns and 
townships receiving paltry 
amounts — some too small 
to purchase a $45 box of 
Narcan — as recorded in 
final comments submitted 
to the state. 

“The funds have not 
been spent because what 
can you do with $9.10?” 
wrote Terry Craig, the 
Clerk-Treasurer of Milton, 
a town of just over 450 in 
Wayne County. “We got 
short changed on this.”

Craig’s disbursement 
was one of 157 under 
$1,000 — all of which 
were clawed back and 
combined with a county 
allotment this year. 

In Hancock County, 
Clerk-Treasurer Yvonnes 
Jonas found herself flum-
moxed at the new duty 
thrust upon her in a com-
munity of 2,744 Hoosiers. 
Her town, New Palestine, 
received $2,108. 

“The opioid money is 
a very small amount. It 
can’t be used by our small 
community to start any 
kind of significant pro-
gram,” Jonas wrote. “I 
am not equipped to fix the 
opioid crisis. The burden 
of this detailed reporting 
takes me away from more 
important things. I wish 
our town had not been 
burdened with this task/
money.”

Jonas and 289 other 
towns or townships won’t 
receive such funds in the 
future. They were part of 
the 48% of grantees with 
funds below $5,000 and 
after July this year their 
portions will also be ab-
sorbed into county coffers 
instead.

***
State dollars spent on 

grants
In contrast to smaller 

subdivisions of govern-
ment, the state spent near-
ly $19 million of its $53.7 
million share, or 35% of 
its total funds. 

Over $18.8 million of 
those dollars went to grant 
funding while $110,000 
went to Hope Academy 
Recovery High School, a 
tuition-free, public charter 
high school in the India-
napolis area. 

The state used other 
funds streams to bolster 
grants, awarding $25 
million with an explicit 
goal to increase treatment 
options and programs. 

Efforts have increased 
the number of treatment 
beds by 432, according to 
Huntsinger, who said re-
cipients have until Septem-
ber 30, 2024 to complete 
their awarded projects.

Huntsinger, in a 
statement, said residenc-
es “must be completed, 

apply to become certified 
by (the Family and Social 
Services Administration’s) 
Division of Mental Health 
and Addiction (DMHA) 
and apply to become a Re-
covery Works provider” 
by that time. 

“Since 2017, we have 
spent a lot of time trying 
to address quality at exist-
ing recovery residences, 
ensuring evidence-based 
practices are followed 
and that all forms of 
medication for opioid use 
disorder are accepted,” 
Huntsinger continued. 
“Due to the restrictive 
nature of other funding 
streams, the National 
Opioid Settlement grants 
us the first opportunity to 
fund capital costs, allow-
ing for the creation of new 
beds.”

But a firm number of 
necessary beds couldn’t 
yet be calculated.

“This is in many ways a 
pilot to better understand 
the need for more capaci-
ty,” Huntsinger said. 

Other efforts include 
Harm Reduction Street 
Outreach (HRS) Teams, 
for which the agency 
is currently accepting 
proposals to expand the 
state’s current ten teams. 
Between January 2022 
and August 2023, existing 
teams have distributed 
41,973 harm reduction 
kits and served Hoosiers 
across 102 zip codes. 

***
Lessons learned from 

tobacco settlement
Repeated national audits 

of the landmark 1998 
tobacco master settlement 
revealed that less than 3% 
of those dollars went to 
prevention and cessation.

Indiana is no exception. 
Though fund totals for 

the Tobacco Master Settle-
ment Trust Fund regularly 
top out over $210 million, 
budget writers divert just 
$7.5 million directly to 
the state’s prevention and 
cessation program between 
2021 and 2023 — roughly 
3-3.5% of total funding 
for each of those years.

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Indiana 
should be spending $73.5 
million annually on tobac-
co control programs. 

For more details on 
Indiana’s spending over 
time — and the legisla-
ture’s role in it — please 
read this National Library 
of Medicine article from 
2012.

Nearly all of that fund-
ing goes to local commu-
nity-based partnerships 
and grants, according 
to the agency’s annual 
report.

The largest singular 
appropriation goes to 
the administration of the 
Department of Health, 
which oversees the fund, 
at $23 million. Overall, 
the agency gets over $90 
million — much of it ded-
icated to other worthwhile 
causes, such as prenatal 
substance use and preven-
tion, community health 
centers, the Safety PIN 
Program and even donated 
dental services.

FSSA received $74 mil-
lion in 2021 but its share 
fell to $23 million in 2022 
and 2023. It spent around 
$250,000 each of those 

years for Youth Tobacco 
Reduction Support pro-
grams but the bulk of its 
share of settlement funds 
goes to CHIP (a children’s 
health insurance program) 
and community mental 
health centers.

A smattering of others 
get a slice of the pie, 
including the Attorney 
General’s Office, which 
gets $818,916 a year, and 
various medical board 
residency programs and 
grants.

According to the fiscal 
closeout for 2023, plans 
for spending the money 
will be the same for the 
next fiscal cycle — even as 
many counties have turned 
to the new public health 
program to fund local 
tobacco prevention and 
cessation efforts.

***
Applying that to opioid 

settlement
The opioid settlement, 

on the other hand, spec-
ifies that 70% of funds 
must be spent on narrowly 
defined opioid-related 
expenses — while 15% of 
monies go to administra-
tive costs or past opi-
oid-related expenses. Only 
15% of the dollars are 
totally unencumbered. 

“The National Opioid 
Settlement is fundamen-
tally different from the 
tobacco settlement. The 
opioid settlement requires 
that a majority of funds 
be used for treatment, 
education, and prevention 
programs for substance 
use disorder and co-oc-
curring mental health 
issues,” Huntsinger said. 
“Similarly, the legislature 
is treating these dollars 
differently, with transpar-
ency at the forefront.”

But those funds do still 
have limitations set by 
the national settlement 
agreement — notably, 
nothing for the hundreds 
of thousands of Hoosiers 
who’ve lost a loved one 
to an opioid overdose or 
the grandparents raising 
grandchildren in the ab-
sence of their parents. 

“Understanding that 
children with a loved 
one with (substance use 
disorder) are susceptible 
to greater risk factors, 
we are working with (the 
Division of Mental Health 
and Addiction)’s preven-
tion bureau to understand 
how we can provide 
additional prevention 
services and programming 
for both children and the 
whole family,” Huntsinger 
said. “We are also having 
conversations with our 
counterparts in other states 
to learn how they are 
serving families within the 
parameters of approved 
uses.”

The full, annual Next 
Level Recovery Progress 
Report will be released at 
the end of the month.

- Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is part of States News-
room, a network of news 
bureaus supported by grants 
and a coalition of donors 
as a 501c(3) public charity. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Follow Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle on facebook.
com/IndianaCapitalChronicle 
and twitter.com/INCap-
Chronicle

By Whitney Downard
Indiana Capital Chronicle
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Life without local news is like 
hearing crickets
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