< TODAY’S VERSE

Acts 2:38 Repent, and

be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive

the gift of the Holy Ghost.
|

< FACES or
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Hey Montgomery County, meet
Diamond! She is a 2-year-old female
who will be fixed by the time you
adopt her. She has a sweet tempera-
ment, is well-mannered, and interacts
very well with other cats. She simply
needs a home where she will be
treated like the 'gem' she is! Inter-
ested? She’s currently at the Animal
Welfare League and you can apply to
be her forever home at www.mcawl.
com, or go there in person to 1104
Bif Four Arch Rd. in Crawfordsville.

< THREE THINGS
You Should Know:

1 Statement from Spencer

Deery: "Over the last month,

| have worked to convey the
level of concern felt by commu-
nities along the Wabash River
to state officials and called for
significant steps to ensure local
residents have reliable access to
water. "Some of the measures
announced this week, like com-
mitments to new water monitor-
ing and additional studies, are
helpful, but you typically study
before you act, and significant
work has already started at
the LEAP Innovation District in
Lebanon. This action to direct the
Indiana Finance Authority to have
oversight of the completion of
the INTERA water study feels like
two steps forward when we need
three.

Nature is always giving us some-

thing to ponder. This time it’s a

pretty pink pond that emerged
in Hawaii due to a lack of rain. Actually
the new color of Kealia Pond on the
island of Maui is actually described as
a combination of “pink and purple.” The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service says it's
the result of something called “halobac-
teria” - a salty condition resulting from
drought conditions. The water is not

believed to be toxic, but it is pretty.

A leaping deer can be
3a sight to behold. But

sometimes it can be
a disaster in the making. It
happened recently in New
Jersey when a stag attempted
to jump its way across a road.
It soared with ease over a
parked car but landed on a
2007 Chevy Silverado truck
on the other side of the road.
It turns out the owner of the
truck was in the process of
selling it. He completed the
sale but had to drop his price
by $1,000 to cover the dam-
age. As for the deer, it contin-
ued its crossing with ease.

* Visit thepaper24-7.com for more information
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Come on down to our office at 127 E Main St between the hours
of 8 a.m. to 4p.m. and make a donation!

Operation Toybox Is A Go!

Tuesday, Gary Behling of
the Crawfordsville Kiwanis,
dropped off an official Operation
Toybox collection box at The
Paper of Montgomery County.

Operation Toybox is a
donation program where the
Crawfordsville Kiwanis ask
businesses to showcase a collec-
tion box and to accept donations
of New Toys for children 16
years old and younger. This is
Operation Toybox’s 30th Year.

The Paper of Montgomery
County is proud to be a part of
this wonderful program. If a
person were wanting to donate,
please bring a new, unopened,
toy for a child 16 and younger
to our office at 127 E. Main
St. in beautiful downtown
Crawfordsville.

The Crawfordsville Kiwanis
will be collecting the toys, along
with the collection box, on Dec.
14 and 15.

A New Character Joins The Cast?

One of the
great things
about my line
of work is
people. I get
to work with,
and meet, all
sorts of folks.

TIM

TIMMONS Some are
Two Cents fascinating
= characters,

some become
life-long friends, some not so
much. Regardless, I consider
myself blessed and fortunate to
have come across so many of
you.

Good, bad or indifferent,
there have been a few who stick
out. John Hammer comes to
mind. Ditto with Bubba Castiron
and his pals, Elvis, Gumball,
Tater, Big Country and Bambi.
And I can’t forget sports prog-
nosticator the Bubbling Caldron,

the guy who shoots straight
from the hip every day, Hon-
est Hoosier, and my favorite
sleuth MAC - the Montgomery
Answer Connection.

As my lovely wife told me,

I just seem to attract a certain
type. I told her thanks for the
compliment. Her look suggested
maybe that’s not how she meant
it.

Anywho, they all might’ve
been topped last week when a
woman came up to me out-
side the coffee shop. I had just
grabbed a cup of hot black cof-
fee — none of that frilly foo-foo
crap for me - and was checking
email on my phone while I
walked back to the office.

“You’re that newspaper guy,
right?” a raspy voice asked.

I looked up and saw a woman

>See TIM Page A6
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Are you outgoing, attentive to detail and looking for a good job?
We pay $15 to $20 per hour with commissions added on top of that.
We are locally owned and are looking for team players who

want to be part of something special.

Price Selected
As New Fusion
54 Director

Mayor
Barton and
the City of
C-ville an-
nounces Kelly
Price as the
new Director
of Fusion 54,
our city’s col-
laborative co-working studio and
hub for business and community
growth.

Price is a Crawfordsville na-
tive and she comes to the Fusion
54 role with over 14 years of
experience working for the City
of Crawfordsville, most recently
having served as the Director of
Recreation and Fitness for the
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.

“Fusion 54 is more than just a

KELLY PRICE

> See PRICE Page A6

Is The Supreme
Court Part Of
The Problem?

Fun fact for
this week’s
cheap hook.
Charles In-
galls, “Pa” in
Little House
on the Prairie,
was in real
life, a justice
of the peace.

The League of Women
Voters, open to men
as well as women,

is a nonpartisan,
multi-issue political
organization

that encourages

informed and actve 1N Pioneer
participation in Girl, the
government. For ’

information about account upon
the Montgomery which the fic-

County LWV, visit:
www.lwvmontcoin.
org or message to
LWV, PO Box 101,

tional series is
based, Laura

Crawfordsville, Ingalls Wilder
Indiana 47933. wrote about
her father

presiding over local judicial pro-
ceedings in their living room in
De Smet, Dakota Territory (now
South Dakota). This humble
Jjudicial presence wasn’t isolated
to the territories.

At the helm of the judicial
branch of the U.S. government,
which is supposed to interpret
the laws written by the legis-
lative branch and enforced by

>See LWV Page A6

Interested in working from home?
Remote positions now available for qualified candidates!

If you are good in sales, or want to be, send your resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com
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The Daily
Almanac

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:31 a.m.
SET: 5:33 p.m.

High/Low
Temperatures
High: 65 °F
Low: 34 °F

Today is...
¢ Steve Irwin Day
e Little Red Wagon Day
® America Recycles Day

What Happened
On This Day
® 1988 State of Palestine
created. The Palestinian
Liberation Organization
(PLO) declared the cre-
ation of the state while in
exile in Algiers, Algeria.
The declaration designat-
ed eastern Jerusalem as
the state's capital. Today,
almost 70% of all UN
members state recognize it
as an independent coun-
try.
® 1956 Elvis Presley
makes his movie debut.
Love Me Tender, a black-
and-white musical starred
the American singer,
who is also sometimes
called the King of Rock
and Roll. The movie was
named after Presley's hit
single by the same name.
® 1920 League of Nations
meets for the first time.
The general assembly of
the international organi-
zation got together for
the first time after being
founded in January 1920.
The League was created
as a response to World
War I and was entrusted
by member states to main-
tain peace in the world.

Births On This Day
¢ 1887 Georgia O'Keeffe
American painter
¢ 1886 René Guénon
French/Egyptian author

Deaths On This Day
* 1978 Margaret Mead
American anthropologist
® 1630 Johannes Kepler
German astronomer

< HONEST HOOSIER

Snow! | saw snow. How many ways
can you say yuck!

< TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

Brush or rinse your teeth after
eating sugary foods.

Today’s health tip was brought to
you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to
catch his column each week in The
Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

< OBITUARIES

Linda Carol (Riley) Busenbark
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The Paper appreciates all our customers.

Today, we'd like to personally thank
Anthony Fisher
for subscribing!
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< MONTGOMERY MINUTE

Be On The Lookout:

Around Crawfordsville the local Kiwanis Club is putting up the Operation Toybox boxes
and poster for people to donate new toys for children ages 16 and younger! Be on
the lookout for them and please, consider making a donation to the children in need

during this holiday season.

< TODAY’S QUOTE

In celebration of our beginning our 20th year as a media
company, we're sharing some famous quotations about

newspapers this month.

“Whenever despotism abounds, the sources of public
information are the first to be brought under its control.
Where ever the cause of liberty is making its way, one of its
highest accomplishments is the guarantee of the freedom of

the press.”
-Calvin Coolidge

< TODAY’S JOKE

How long does it take for a publisher
to learn how to spell?
Nobody knows.

3 WTHR &2

7 DAY FORECAST
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< OBITUARIES

Linda Carol (Riley) Busenbark
August 4, 1955, Sunday, November 12,2023

Linda Carol (Riley) Busenbark, age
68 of Terre Haute and formerly of
Kingman, went to be with her Lord
and Savior on Sunday, November 12,
2023 at home while surrounded by
her loving family. She battled cancer
for 16 years after the doctor told her
she had 1-2 years to live. She was
born in Danville, Illinois on August
4, 1955 to the late Lowell M. &
Lorene 1. (Allen) Riley.

Linda graduated from Fountain Central High School in
1973. She worked as a sign installer and crew chief for
Indiana Department of Transportation for over 20 years,
retiring December 2013. She loved singing and was in
a band, Western Storm for 3 years, showed horses for
25 years, mostly Arabian and other breeds, and used to
grow and sell around 3,000 Iris bulbs a year. She was
a member of New Century Church in Veedersburg, the
Ladies Group at New Century Church, and the DAR
Dorothy Q. Chapter in Crawfordsville.

On August 31, 2004 in Tuson, Arizona she married
the love of her life, Kenneth Dean “Kenny” Busenbark.
Linda said that Kenny was the most loving husband,
from taking her to her doctor’s appointments, to show-
ers, to getting her whatever she needs. Kenny has gone
above and beyond to care for her and she will be forever
grateful for his love and care throughout her health
battle.

She is survived by her loving husband of 19 years,
Kenny Busenbark; a step son, Tyler (Kristin) Busenbark;
two grandchildren, Natalie and Ella Busenbark; four
brothers, Bruce Riley, Ronald (Martha) Riley, Brian
(Becky) Riley, and Timothy “Tim” (April) Riley; and
sister-in-law, Debra Riley.

She was preceded in death by her parents and a broth-
er, Lowell Daniel “Danny” Riley.

Cremation was chosen with a Graveside Service at
Centennial Cemetery, 3209 S US Hwy 41, Kingman
on Sunday, November 19, 2023 at 4:00 pm. Sanders
Funeral Care entrusted with care. Share memories and
condolences online at www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

Butch Buys
Old Firearms

Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL

[ will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger,
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others
Call me anytime for a free estimate !!

John “Butch” Dale (765) 404-1354

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale
765-522-1000

<> Meeting Notes
Crawfordsville Community

127 E Main Street, Suite 103 P.0. Box 272 [& Crawfordsville, IN 47933
MAIN: 765-361-0100 [ cLassiFiEDs: 765-361-8888 rax: 765-361-5901
www.thepaper24-7.com TWITTER: @ThePaperNews @ThePaperSports

School Corporation Board
Of Education Meeting

Regular Meeting Tues-
day, November 14, 2023
at 5:30 p.m.

Carnegie Museum - 222
S. Washington St.

AGENDA

1. Roll Call

II. CHARACTER
COUNTS! Corporation -
Pillar of Respect

III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. Consent Agenda:
Approve Previous Meeting
Minutes, Construction Ac-
counts Payable Voucher,
Payroll Claims Vouchers,
Register of Accounts Pay-
able Voucher, and Surplus
Items

V. OId Business

a. Consider 5051 Se-
lection of Media Center
Material - Second Reading

VI. New Business

a. Consider Ratification
of the Collective Bar-
gaining Agreement with
Crawfordsville Education
Association

b. Consider 5051 Se-
lection of Media Center
Material - Second Reading

c. Consider Eclipse
Arrangements for April 8,
2024

d. Consider Classified
Salary Schedule

e. Consider Resolution

Authorizing the Issuance
of Temporary Loan Tax
Anticipation Warrants

VII. Personnel

a. Consider Katie
Compton Resignation
- Hose Title I Reading
Specialist

b. Consider Leah Size-
more Resignation - Hose
Teachers Aide

c. Consider Korey War-
ren Resignation - Nich-
olson Speech Language
Pathologist

d. Consider Andy Craig
Retirement - CMS Physi-
cal Education Teacher

e. Recommend Kaylee
Fletcher - Hose Library
Assistant

f. Recommend Jami
Booker - Hose Reading
Interventionist

g. Recommend Ivy Bal-
lenger - Hoover Special
Education Assistant

VIII. Business Manager
Report

IX. Assistant Superin-
tendent Report

X. Superintendent
Report

XI. Other

XII. Board Member
Communication

XIII. Patron Comments

XIV. Adjournment

April 19, 2023

Published Wednesdays
(except for holidays)
Subscription price:
$44/6 mos.; $79/1 year.

127 E Main St. Suite 103,
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
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THE PAPER OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY
(USPS 022-679)

Volume 20 Number 16

Periodicals Postage Paid at
Crawfordsville, Ind.
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changes to The Paper

of Montgomery County,
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Laundry

Open 7 Days a Week ¢ 7am - 10pm

WASH N GO

Including Holidays

| ThePaper24-7.com |

WELCOME OUR NEW DOCTORS
Jarod Cates, M.D. and Christy Loke, D.0.

Witham Pediatrics of Lebanon

2705 North Lebanon Street
North Pavillion B, Suite 415
Lebanon, IN 46052

Witham.org

We're keeping lives healthy with Dr. Jarod Cates and Dr. Christy
Loke. Dr. Cates and Dr. Loke join the team of Dr. Friend, Dr. Riggins,
Dr. Thieme, and Nurse Practitioners Handrock and Shirley.

Accepting new patients | 765.485.8900

WiTHam
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City Of Crawfordsville Board
Of Zoning Appeals Meeting

ing Ordinance to operate
a self-storage business in
an R-2, residential zoning

November 15 at 7 p.m.
Common Council Chambers
I. Call to Order & Roll

Call district at 605 W Market
II. Presentation of Min- Street (Parcel No. 54-07-31-
utes 443-001.000-030)

A. October 18, 2023

III. Old Business

IV. New Business

A. (UV 0087) Mandeep
K. Baidwan requests a use
variance from the schedule
of uses of the City Zon-

City Of Crawfordsville Planning

Commission Meeting

US 231 S, south of 150
S from R-1, residential

V. Miscellaneous

A. Informational Update
by City Administration

B. Next regularly sched-
uled meeting: December 20,
2023 at 7:00 PM

VI. Adjournment

November 14 at 5 p.m.
Common Council Cham-

bers to R-3, residential for a
I. Call to Order & Roll multi-family residential
Call development (30.208 acres
II. Presentation of of Parcel No. 54-10-08-
Minutes 300-087.001-029)

V. Miscellaneous

A. Informational Update
by City Administration

B. Next regularly sched-
uled meeting: December
19, 2023 at 5:00 PM

VI. Adjournment

exp

REALTY

| WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

I’m the KEY to your new home!
If you are ready to find yours or know
someone who is, give me a call.
| can’t wait to hear from you!

CLARK DALE 488
www.exprealty.com &
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

A. October 17, 2023

III. Old Business

IV. New Business

A. (RZ 0021) Consider
a request to rezone 30.208
acres northeast of Pur-
ple Heart Parkway and

Pontyville-IN-
765-299-2740

Flat Roofs - Metal Roofs + New Roofs
Residential & Commercial
Roof Repair
Roofing & Construction

Discover

Flne |OC6| cllnlng
Dine In

MEDICARE
SUPPLEMENTS

& ADVANTAGE PLANS

DATES FOR ANNUAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2023

THROUGH

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2023

Call Your Local Agent in Crawfordsville

I

Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the federal Medicare program.
This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you.

DAVID MILLER INSURANCE

765-361-2862 » 800-418-4318
311 E Main St, Crawfordsville, IN
www.davidmillerinsurancellc.com

WWW.THEPAPERZ24-7.COM
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State Rep. Beau Baird presides as co-chair of the Drainage Task Force in the
House Chamber Wednesday, Oct. 11, at the Indiana Statehouse.

Rep. Baird To Continue Work On Improving
Drainage Laws, Supporting Property Owners

State Rep. Beau Baird,
co-chair of Indiana's
Drainage Task Force,
said he plans to craft leg-
islation during the 2024
legislative session to help
property owners who are
being negatively impacted
by Indiana's overly strict
and complex drainage
laws, and how the state
and locals handle flood-
plain matters.

The Drainage Task
Force, which was
charged with diving into
the issues and recom-
mending policy changes,
recently wrapped up its
final meeting. Baird said
testimony mostly revolved
around issues with the
Indiana Department of
Natural Resources' flood-
plain maps, which were
released in 2018 and went
into effect in 2022.

"Numerous landowners,
including many farmers,
have made it clear to
lawmakers that they have
concerns about the state's
new floodplain maps
negatively impacting their
property," Baird said.
"Some properties that
were not previously lo-
cated in a flood zone, are
now in a newly designat-
ed state floodplain. This
means property values can
go down, insurance costs
can go up, and property

owners can struggle to
sell their property, build
on it or obtain a loan."

Prior to the state maps
being adopted, Baird said
local floodplain admin-
istrators would make deci-
sions regarding building
permits after consulting
the less restrictive Federal
Emergency Management
Agency's floodplain
maps. Once the state
adopted DNR's maps,
Baird said some property
owners were shocked as
they were denied permits
by local officials because
they're now located in
a state-designated flood-
plain.

This concern spurred
the state legislature to
pass a law in 2023,
sponsored by Baird, to
allow Hoosiers applying
for building permits the
option to use the state's
maps or have their own
survey done. The new
law also allows a property
owner to request DNR re-
view the mapping data for
their property at no cost.

Baird said FEMA is
in the process of updat-
ing its federal maps and
is looking to adopt the
state's mapping data in
the future, but he believes
the state should press
pause on the new maps
until concerns can be

addressed.

"The discrepancies
in the restrictive state
floodplain maps must be
identified and resolved,"
Baird said. "We must take
a step back so that we can
ensure the data is accurate
and property owners'
rights are protected. It's
also clear that we need a
better notification process
to alert Hoosiers of these
changes, so that they
know if they’re in a flood
zone and, if so, they have
an opportunity to appeal.”

While the task force did
not reach a consensus on
making legislative recom-
mendations for the 2024
session, Baird said he
supports several proposals
including requiring the
DNR to notify property
owners if they are located
on a state floodplain, and
updating Indiana's Drain-
age Handbook, which was
written in 1996 and last
updated in 1999.

Baird encourages Hoo-
siers to continue offering
input on Indiana's current
land drainage laws and
floodplain mapping by
contacting his office at
317-234-9028 or h44@
iga.in.gov. Hoosiers can
visit floodmaps.in.gov for
more information and ac-
cess the state's floodplain
mapping data.

Governor Orders Immediate
Action On State’s Water Studies

Indiana Finance Authority to lead state water study efforts

Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-
comb announced major
actions to provide the
necessary and reliable data
needed for future short-
and- long-term water poli-
cy and planning in Indiana
- including taking a look
at Montgomery County.

Holcomb has direct-
ed the Indiana Finance
Authority (IFA) to begin
exclusive oversight of the
completion and validation
of the INTERA water
supply study currently
under way along the
Wabash River in Tippe-
canoe County expected
to be completed and peer
reviewed in January 2024.
This study was origi-
nally commissioned and
overseen by the Indiana
Economic Development
Corporation (IEDC) to
operate at the speed of
business and market de-
mands positioning Indiana
for further capital invest-
ment.

Holcomb has also in-
structed IFA to accelerate
the start of a planned com-
prehensive regional water
study for north-central
Indiana that will exam-

ine watersheds covering
Tippecanoe County and
at least 12 other area
counties, including Mont-
gomery, Benton, Cass,
Carroll, Clinton, Foun-
tain, Howard, Parke, Tip-
ton, Vermillion, Warren,
White with potentially
more being invited to be
participate.

This comprehensive
study, which will take into
account future population
and economic growth for
the region, will be com-
pleted in Fall 2024.

Its results will incorpo-
rate the INTERA findings
on overall water supply in
the area to provide a com-
plete picture of in-depth
data needed to properly
determine the amount of
water that can responsi-
bly be used to support all
projected growth needs in
the region and throughout
the state.

This study will be the
fourth such comprehen-
sive regional water study
that IFA has conducted
since 2017.

Finally, Holcomb has
asked IFA to add new
water monitoring devic-

es in the area to support
this regional study while
providing the public assur-
ance that water use and
availability will continue
to be tracked accurately
and in real-time.

“I am confident that
these new efforts led by
IFA will provide the nec-
essary data to gain a great-
er understanding of the
amount of excess water
that is truly available to
support all the surround-
ing region’s growth prior
to any action being taken
that could inadvertently
jeopardize this needed
resource,” Holcomb said.
“No entity is better suited
to lead this overall pursuit
than the IFA which will
approach this study in the
same methodical, collab-
orative, and transparent
manner the organization
has conducted in the past.
This is the natural next
step to the data collection
and will allow us the time
to fully understand the
region’s resource in order
to continue our state’s un-
precedented momentum in
attracting employers that
create high-wage careers."
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Duke Energy Partners With North American
Utilities To Protect Customers From Scams

Threatening phone calls,
fake webpages and bogus
QR codes are among the
growing list of tactics used
by scammers, and while
the methods may differ,
the motive is always the
same, which is to deprive
customers of their money
or personal information.

These expanding and
increasingly sophisticated
scam methods are why
Duke Energy is partnering
with utilities across North
America to highlight Util-
ity Scam Awareness Day
on Wednesday, Nov. 15.

Recognized annually,
Utility Scam Awareness
Day was created by Utili-
ties United Against Scams
(UUAS), a consortium of
more than 150 electric,
water and natural gas com-
panies and their respective
trade associations.

In recent years, utili-
ties have seen increased
reports of their customers
being contacted by scam-
mers who pose as utility
workers in an attempt
to access their financial
information or to obtain
immediate payment by
threatening service inter-
ruptions. These are known
as utility impostor scams.
The theme of this year’s
campaign is “Screen the
Search,” which reflects
the rise in utility impos-
tor scams through digital
methods, including search
engine-related scams.

So far in 2023, more
than 400 scam attempts
have been reported in Indi-
ana to Duke Energy.

In response to scam-
mers targeting customers
and calls received from
concerned customers,
Duke Energy launched
the Scam Reporting Tool
in March 2023. This tool
allows customers to share
their experience regarding
attempted scams, with the
information provided being
used to help protect other
Duke Energy customers.

“Just like the scammers

who are constantly adapt-
ing, we must do so as well
to protect our customers,”
said Larry Hatcher, Duke
Energy’s senior vice presi-
dent for Customer Expe-
rience and Services. “The
information we receive
from our peer utilities, our
call centers and online tool
is vital in detecting rising
trends and new techniques
of those looking to scam
our customers.”

Duke Energy will
always offer a variety of
ways to pay a bill, in-
cluding online payments,
phone payments, automatic
bank drafts, mail or in
person.

Duke Energy will never:

¢ Specify how customers
should make a bill pay-
ment.

¢ Threaten immedi-
ate service interruption.
Customers with past-due
accounts receive multiple
advance notices, typically
by mail and in their regu-
lar monthly bill.

o Ask for personal infor-
mation or credit or debit
card numbers over the
phone, by email or in per-
son - for either a payment
or a refund.

If you need to make
a payment online or via
phone, refer to your most
recent energy bill for the
company website and
contact information. Duke
Energy customers are
encouraged to download
the Duke Energy app in
the Apple or Google Play
store for added security
and convenience.

Know what to look for:

Threat to disconnect -
Scammers often threaten
immediate service dis-
connections. They ask for
personal information or
demand payment to pre-
vent service interruptions.

Request for immediate
payment — Scammers
may instruct customers to
make payments via prepaid
cards, digital payment
apps, cryptocurrencies or

direct transactions with
banking institutions. Duke
Energy does not accept
payments through the Cash
App, Venmo or Zelle
apps. (Customers can
make payments directly
via Duke Energy’s web-
site, duke-energy.com, or
mobile app.)

Promise of a refund or
discount - Scammers prey
on households with tight
budgets. They will inform
customers of impending
refunds due to overpaid
utility bills; however, they
need banking information
to process the refund.
They also may claim that
immediate bill payment
will result in a discount or
that a charitable donation
can be made in exchange
for a lesser bill payment.

Personal information -
Scammers promise to mail
refund checks for over-
payments on a customer’s
account if they can confirm
their personal data, includ-
ing birthdays and, in some
cases, Social Security
numbers.

Digital scam tactics —
Sponsored ads on search
engines that lead to iden-
tical - but fake - utility
bill payment pages are on
the rise. Scammers are
also using QR codes that
falsely claim to link to a
utility payment page and
texts pretending to be from
a utility representative
with a link to an impostor
payment page.

If customers suspect
someone is trying to scam
them, they should hang up,
shut the door or delete the
email or text. They also
should contact the utility
immediately at the number
on the most recent monthly
bill or on the utility’s offi-
cial website, not the phone
number the scammer pro-
vides. If customers ever
feel in physical danger,
they should call 911.

More information is
available at duke-energy.
com/StopScams.
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sell it in the classifieds.
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169.361.0100

Thanks for reading The Paper!
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PUBLIC NOTICES

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
To consider a Re-zone of Real Property in
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

The Montgomery County Commissioners will hold a public hearing on
Monday, November 27, 2023, at 8:00 am to consider a re-zone from Commercial
to Residential of a property in Montgomery County. The meeting will be held
in the Community Room of the Montgomery County Government Center, 1580
Constitution Row, CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN 47933

Petitioner: Ratcliff Homes

Purpose of Request-

A request to re-zone a one acre parcel of real property from Commercial to
Residential.

Location: 1388 W US Highway 136

Citizens appearing at the public hearing will have an opportunity to provide
comments concerning the proposed re-zone. All interested citizens are encouraged
to attend. The Montgomery County Commissioners may continue the hearing
from time to time as may be found necessary. Citizens may file written comments
or objections with Montgomery County Building/ Zoning Administration ATTN:
Marc Bonwell, 1580 Constitution Row, Crawfordsville, Indiana 47933 or by
email at (marc.bonwell@montgomerycounty.in.gov) prior to the public hearing.
All such written objections will be considered by the Commissioners. A copy
of the proposed re-zone is on file and may be examined at the Montgomery
County Building and Zoning Administration office at 1580 Constitution Row,
Crawfordsville, Indiana 47933 (765-364-6490), office hours are 8:00-4:30
weekdays except holidays.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if anyone
intending to attend the public hearing needs reasonable accommodation, please
contact the Montgomery County Commissioners Office, 1580 Constitution Row,
Crawfordsville, IN 47933, 765-361-2623

This notice dated November 6th 2023
Marc Bonwell
Building/Zoning Administrator
Montgomery County, IN
PL4760 11/15 1t hspaxlp

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
To consider a Re-zone of Real Property in
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

The Montgomery County Commissioners will hold a public hearing on
Monday, November 27, 2023, at 8:00 am to consider a re-zone from Agricultural
to Industrial of four parcels in Montgomery County. The meeting will be held
in the Community Room of the Montgomery County Government Center, 1580
Constitution Row, CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN 47933

Petitioner: Nucor Corporation

Purpose of Request-

A request to re-zone four parcels of real property from Agricultural to
Industrial

Location: 4259 E Ladoga Rd

Citizens appearing at the public hearing will have an opportunity to provide
comments concerning the proposed re-zone. All interested citizens are encouraged
to attend. The Montgomery County Commissioners may continue the hearing
from time to time as may be found necessary. Citizens may file written comments
or objections with Montgomery County Building/ Zoning Administration ATTN:
Marc Bonwell, 1580 Constitution Row, Crawfordsville, Indiana 47933 or by email
at (marc.bonwell@montgomerycounty.in.gov) prior to the public hearing. All such
written objections will be considered by the Commission. A copy of the proposed
re-zone is on file and may be examined at the Montgomery County Building and
Zoning Administration office at 1580 Constitution Row, Crawfordsville, Indiana
47933 (765-364-6490), office hours are 8:00-4:30 weekdays except holidays.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if anyone
intending to attend the public hearing needs reasonable accommodation, please
contact the Montgomery County Commissioners Office, 1580 Constitution Row,
Crawfordsville, IN 47933, 765-361-2623

This notice dated November 6th 2023

54D02-2308-EU-000069
STATE OF INDIANA ) IN MONTGOMERY SUPERIOR COURT 2
)SS:

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE

UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF

ARLEN K. BUSENBARK, Dec.

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that on8/14/2023, 2023, Karen Flynn was appointed
Personal Representative of the estate of Arlen K. Busenbark, deceased, who died
on July 26, 2023, in Marion County, Indiana.

All person having claims against this estate, whether or not now due, must
file the claim in the office of the Clerk of this Court within three (3) months from
the date of first publication of this notice, or within nine (9) months after the
decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, or the

claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Crawfordsville, Indiana, this 24th day of October, , 2023.

Karyn Douglas
Clerk of the Montgomery County Courts

Counsel for Estate: William A, Goebel

GOEBEL LAW OFFICE

118 East Main Street, Ste. 300

Crawfordsville, IN 47933

(765) 364-9499

) CAUSE NO. 54D02-2308-EU-000069

PL4759 11/8 11/15 2t hspaxilp

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Notice is hereby given that the Commissioners of Montgomery County
will hold a public hearing on Monday, November 27, 2023 at 8:00 am in the
Community Room of the Montgomery County Government Center, 1580
Constitution Row, CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN 47933 to hear amendments to
Chapter 159, New Zoning Districts, Bulk Standards and add Articles 16,17,18 and
19 to the Montgomery County Zoning Code.

The amendments are available for viewing in the Building and Zoning
office at 1580 Constitution Row, CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN 47933 (765-364-
6490); office hours are 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, weekdays except holidays.

The public is invited to attend the hearing to comment on the proposed
amendments. Oral comments concerning the amendments will be heard. Written
comments and objections to the proposed amendments may also be submitted
to The Montgomery County Building and Zoning Administration at 1580
Constitution Row, Crawfordsville, IN 47933 (marc.bonwell@montgomerycounty.
in.gov).

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if anyone wishes to
attend, hear or present evidence at the public hearing and is in need of reasonable
accommodation, Please Contact the Montgomery County Commissioners office at
1580 Constitution Row, Crawfordsville, IN 47933 (765-361-2623).

This Notice Dated November 6th, 2023

Marc Bonwell
Building/Zoning Administrator
Montgomery County, IN
PL4762 11/15 1t hspaxlp

Marc Bonwell
Building/Zoning Administrator
Montgomery County, IN

PL4761 11/15 1t hspaxlp

relax & enjoy

S Ao

|

THEPAPER

sell it in the classifieds.

317.770.7777

Please visit
us online:
thepaper24-7.com

ThePaper24-1.com

Deadlines for next-day publication;
p.n. | Display ads Il am.

Line ads;

Classifieds

169-361-0100 ext. 15 | class@thepaper24-T.com
Monday - Friday 9 am. to 4 p.m.

2,3,and4 | [
Bedroom
Rental Homes

Call Hooks
(765) 918-8700

Thank

You

. for
www.hookshomesindiana.com

Smart Home Installations?
Geeks on Site will install your
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras,
Home Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF

The Paper!

DISH Network. $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.

(where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
877-930-3271

High-Speed Internet. W
instantly compare speed,
pricing, availability to find
the best service for your
needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare
offers from top providers.
Call 1-844-961-0666

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Auvailable! Get
GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take
your service with you
when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo!

1-877-327-0930

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO
ACCIDENT? Let us

fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients!

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full
24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds.

New Starting Base
Pay - .60 cpm w/
option to make .70
cpm for Class A CDL
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-
cellent Benefits, Home
Weekends, Call 800-

DONATE YOUR
CAR TO CHARITY!
FAST FREE PICK-
UP-24 HR RESPONSE!
Help Children in Need,
Support Breast Cancer
Education/Prevention or

time & money,
connect with the Top
Agents in your area
to get more MONEY|
and close FASTER!
Call 317-854-9781

substantial cash award.
NO Obligation, NO
risk! We’ve recovered
millions. Let us help
you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920

in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE. $200.00
OFF 2 FREE Months!
1-855-408-3894

coupon 42537! (Restrictions Call tOday for a FREE [FREE information Kit. 648-9915 or www. Veterans. Tax Deduc-
apply) 835-668-0067 consultatanl!4844-517- Call 855-965-4916 boydandsons.com tion 844-820-9099
DIAGNOSED WITH Looking to SELL Wesley Financial Group, Never Pay For COMPUTER IS- Need Help with Fam-
LUNG CANCER? your Home? Save LLC - Timeshare Cancellation| |Covered Home Repairs SUES? GEEKS ON ily Law? Can’t Afford a
You may qualify for a : Experts - Over $50,000,000 Again! Complete Care SITE provides FREE $5,000 Retainer? www.

diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE
DURING COVIDI19.
No home visit necessary
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions ap-
ply. 888-715-8176

familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-4602
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability?
Appeal! If you’re
50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money
out of pockets! Call
1-855-995-4758

Thinking about installing
a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-855-475-0534 today
to see how you can save
$1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier

AT&T TV - The Best
of Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream

on 20 devices at once in
your home. HBO Max
FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) Call for
more details today! (some
restrictions apply) Call IVS
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.

Affordable premiums
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease.
Policy will only be

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author's Guide
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

DIRECTYV for $69.99/mo
for 12 months with CHOICE
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
fainment anywhere. One year
of HBO Max FREE. Directv
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.)
Call for more details! (some

restrictions apply)

Call 1-888-885-8931

Never miss a public notice on legal proceedings! After 1t prints in your local newspaper, it goes onling here; IndianaPublicNotices.com
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Indiana Finance Authority To Take Over IEDC’s Innovation District Water Study

By Leslie Bonilla Muniz
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The Indiana Finance
Authority (IFA) will as-
sume oversight of a water
supply study connected to
development of a mas-
sive — and controversial
— high-tech park, Gov.
Eric Holcomb’s office
announced Monday.

The news comes as
several communities have
pushed back against a
proposed pipeline from
Tippecanoe County to
Boone County. The most
common criticism is that
the Indiana Economic
Development Corporation
(IEDC) paid for a study to
support its own project.

Holcomb also asked
the IFA to start a broader
study of north-central
Indiana’s water supply
sooner, and bring in more
water monitoring devices.

“I am confident that

these new efforts led by
IFA will provide the nec-
essary data to gain a great-
er understanding of the
amount of excess water
that is truly available to
support all the surround-
ing region’s growth prior
to any action being taken
that could inadvertently
jeopardize this needed
resource,” Holcomb said
in a news release.

The quasi-public IEDC
originally commissioned
and oversaw the study.

The agency hopes to
pipe 100 million gallons
of water daily 35 miles
from the Wabash Alluvial
Aquifer in Tippecanoe
County to the LEAP Leb-
anon Innovation District
in Boone County.

Initial results in the
multi-phase study — by
Texas-based environmen-
tal consulting firm IN-
TERA — showed “abun-

dant” water availability.

But it drew skepticism
from Democrats and
Republicans alike over
the study’s independence.
Some of those lawmakers
also plan to bring leg-
islation regulating large
withdrawals of water —
which the state currently
lacks — according to the
Indianapolis Business
Journal.

The IEDC’s leader,
Commerce Secretary Da-
vid Rosenberg, said in a
statement that he support-
ed Holcomb’s decision.

“I’'m proud of the work
the IEDC team has done
to identify and begin the
study on what has shown
to be one of the most
productive water assets
in the state,” Rosenberg
said. “The IFA has been a
partner from the very be-
ginning, and as we move
into the execution phase,

Lifelong Fellowship Funds Awarded To
Three Artlsts In North Central Region

The Arts
Federation |
is happy to
announce
that
Region
4 artists
Audrey
Johnson, Claire Lacy,
and Rebecca Rayls were
recently selected as mem-
bers of the Lifelong Arts
2023 Artist Training Co-
hort. They are all receiv-
ing Lifelong Fellowship
Funds to support their
efforts in offering arts
learning experiences for
older adults. This oppor-
tunity is made possible via
Lifelong Arts Indiana, a
partnership between the
Indiana Family and Social
Services Administration
(FSSA) Division of Aging
and the Indiana Arts Com-
mission. This is a learning
opportunity for artists and
aging services providers
to develop their skills to
provide creative experi-
ences for older adults.

skekesk

Audrey Johnson
Lafayette, Opera/Music
Theatre

Audrey Johnson is well
known in the Greater
Lafayette area for her
dedication and tenacity
for the theatrical arts
in her community. Her
performances usually
have historical ties and
allow people of any age
to learn through the art of
immersive theatre. Below
is Johnson's Fellowship
Description:

"Johnson’s fellowship
will fund the artist fees
and costs of accompany-

AUDREY
JOHNSON

ing materi-
al prepara-
tion for a
week-long
musical
project in
collabora-
tion with a senior services
organization, featuring
songs about the history of
gender equality in Amer-
ica. Guided by teach-
ing-artist Audrey Johnson,
a group of participants
will learn, compose,

and present a program

of songs which will be
presented to the Greater

Lafayette community. "
skekesk

CLAIRE LACY

Claire Lacy Monticel-
lo, Visual Arts

Clair LAcy is a third
generation artist and
deisgner who takes great
pride in being a passionate
color enthusiast! Leading
different kinds of work-
shops and acting as a
consultant she provides
herself as a facilitatoe of
color conversations. Lacy
wants to help people of all
ages become "color-liter-
ate" and "color-aware".
Below is her Fellowship
Description.

"Lacy will lead “Art
Harmony: Connecting
with Your Loved One
Through Art” through the
fellowship. The goal of
the program is to bring
caregivers together to
show them how to better
connect with their loved
ones through art. Sessions
include demonstrations,
discussions, and sharing
experiences, meditation.
The program concludes
with tips for continuing

Become#®
an author
tOda,y! DON'T WAIT!

Learn how to get your book idea sold online and at bookstores nationwide.

Call or visit us to get your FREE
authors guide to publishing!

the art
journey at
home and
a reflection
on the pro-
found im-
pact of art
in enhancing the quality
of life for both caregivers
and their loved ones."
seekesk

Rebecca Rayls Koko-
mo, Crafts

Rebecca Rayls has been
a visual artist for more
than 30 years beginning
in floral design. In 1997
she began to venture into
other forms of visual art
and design. She began
to teach herself at home
and then later she decided
to go the academic route
of learning by attending
Herron School of Art,
and taking classes at the
Indianapolis Art Center.
Her medium of choice is
clay but she also enjoys
painting with acrylics,
rug-hooking, relief print-
ing and so much more.
Rayls plans on using the
Fellowship Funds for a
workshop called "Expres-
sive Threads: A Textile
Mixed-Media Collage
workshop" Below is her
Fellowship Description.

"In “Expressive
Threads: A Textile
Mixed-Media Collage
workshop,” participants
will explore basic embroi-
dery and mixed-media
techniques to create their
own expressive fiber
collage tote bag. Partici-
pants will form a stitching
community as the group,
together, explores texture,
color and repetition."

REBECCA RAYLS

FUBLISHING, CO. INC.
EST. 1930

% DORRANCE.

www.mybook100.com

800-448-1964

they are the right experts
to continue the INTERA
water supply study and
incorporate its findings
into their comprehensive
regional water study.”

“This work helps keep
Indiana’s foot on the gas
as we continue the historic
economic momentum of
the last two years with a
focus on growing In-
diana’s population and
attracting industries of the
future,” Rosenberg added.

IFA manages the state’s
wastewater and drinking
water revolving fund
loan programs. It often
completes regional water
supply studies; the study
Holcomb instructed IFA
to accelerate will be its
fourth since 2017.

The regional study
will integrate the IN-
TERA study’s findings.
The news release said it
would “provide a com-

plete picture of in-depth
data needed to properly
determine the amount of
water that can responsi-
bly be used to support all
projected growth needs in
the region and throughout
the state.”

It will include Tippeca-
noe County and at least
12 others, but more could
be invited into the study,
according to Holcomb’s
office. The study will take
population changes and
economic growth into
account.

Holcomb additionally
asked IFA to add new wa-
ter monitoring devices in
the area to track real-time
supply and support the
larger study.

“No entity is better
suited to lead this over-
all pursuit than the IFA,
which will approach this
study in the same method-
ical, collaborative, and

transparent manner the
organization has conduct-
ed in the past,” Holcomb
said.

He called the move the
“next natural next step to
the data collection” and
said it would allow Indi-
ana to “fully understand
the region’s resource in
order to continue our
state’s unprecedented
momentum in attracting
employers that create
high-wage careers.”

- Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is part of States News-
room, a network of news
bureaus supported by grants
and a coalition of donors
as a 501c(3) public charity.
Indiana Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Follow Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle on facebook.
com/IndianaCapitalChroni-
cle and twitter.com/INCap-
Chronicle

Registration For Happy
Little (Virtual) 5K Opens

Registration is open until
March 1 for the return of
the Happy Little (Virtual)
5K, which the Indiana
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) and the
Indiana Natural Resources
Foundation (INRF) wel-
come back after last year’s
Indiana debut.

Race participation is
open to everyone, and reg-
istrants can complete their
5K anywhere outdoors -
on foot, or by bike, skate,
paddle or using a mobility
device — anytime between
Earth Day and Arbor Day,
April 22 and 26, respec-
tively.

For $36 per person,
each participant will
receive a keepsake Happy

Little T-shirt, a com-
memorative bib number
and a Bob Ross-inspired
finisher’s medal. All race
proceeds will again sup-
port tree planting and other
healthy-forest initiatives
in Indiana State Parks.
In 2023, the virtual race
raised more than $16,000.
“This is a great way
to celebrate Indiana State
Parks and Indiana’s con-
nection to Bob Ross, and
get some exercise at the
same time,” said Ginger
Murphy, deputy director
for stewardship for Indiana
State Parks. “We are
grateful for all those who
sign up to participate and
support the management of
our parks’ natural resourc-

Ross filmed his iconic
television show, The Joy
of Painting, in Muncie
for more than a decade.
The program was aired on
public television stations
around the world. The
virtual event was first cre-
ated by the Michigan DNR
in partnership with Bob
Ross, Inc. in 2020. Nine
states have since joined the
Happy Little 5K, including
Indiana.

For more information
and to sign up for the
event, visit runsignup.
com/happylittletrees.
Participants should select
Indiana on the registration
to support Indiana State
Parks.

LIVING WITH DIABETES CAN BE

PAINLESS

THE PAPER

If you administer insulin 3 or more times per day or using an insulin pump,
CALL NOW and learn how a Continuous Glucose Monitor CAN HELP YOU.

Get FREE shipping of your new CGM, plus we will
bill your insurance for you... AT LITTLE OR NO COST!

CALLNOW! 866-641-0141

COPAYS AND DEDUCTIBLES MAY APPLY

offars when you get there

SAVE ON YOUR

Travel Plans!

v Upto75%
v/ more than 500 Airlines
v and 300,000 Hotels across the world!

Let us do the research for you for free... we'll save you time and money

800-419-9625

We're not allowed to publish fares
online so call for the best rates now

BLUEPILL 'i%s500
PROMOTIONAL OFFER

Generic and Herbal versions of Viagra® right now as low as $2 a pill.
Mention the discount code [STEELMAN] and get the special BUY 1 GET 1 FREE!
Call now for rush delivery in your unmarked package.

Change your life and call today! 1-800-515-6311

Find one in the classifieds.
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the executive branch, sits
the Supreme Court, which
originally had only six
justices and held sessions
in windowless chambers
from 1819 to 1860. The
Supreme Court took such
a backseat in government
operations from 1791,
when it heard its first
case, until almost 1900
that it didn’t warrant its
own building until 1935.

Now nine justices sit
on the Supreme Court
and it hears nearly 75
cases annually, about
40 “merits” based cases
where the whole court
will hear arguments and
write decisions. But what
about those other 35 or
so cases? Between these
emergency cases and the
increasing number of
“merits” cases that the
public considers political,
it’s worth learning about
the Court and evaluat-
ing whether the three
branches of government
are operating within their
boundaries, or supersed-
ing them for some un-
healthy reasons. If that’s
the case, why?

In his book The Shad-
ow Docket: How the
Supreme Court Uses
Stealth Rulings to Amass
Power and Undermine
the Republic, historian
Stephen Vladeck calls
attention to a potential
imbalance in the role of
the judicial branch. When
initially coined, the term
“shadow docket” sim-
ply referred to the many
emergency cases kicked
up to the Supreme Court,
most often stays of execu-
tion, which exploded the
Court’s workload after the
U.S. resumed state-sanc-
tioned executions - capital
punishment - in 1976.

To best understand this,
it’s helpful to know that
the Supreme Court ac-
cepts two kinds of cases -
merits cases, heard by the
entire court, with majority
decisions and dissenting
statements — and other
cases, which Vladeck
defines as “the negative
space in which the court
does everything else.”

A hundred or so years
ago, Vladeck reports, the
Supreme Court operated
at the behest of Congress,
“The court heard every
case Congress told it to
and no case Congress
told it not to.” In short,
Congress “dictated what
the court did. Congress
would use its power over
the court to intimidate
and leverage the court all
the time.” For instance,
it canceled the Supreme
Court's entire 1802 sitting
because the Jeffersonians
were mad at the Feder-
alists and removed the
court's jurisdiction in
cases it didn't want the
Court to decide, which
controlled its workload.
When that started to
change in the 1880s, the
Court had more than
1,800 cases in front of it.

So the Court gets the
power called “writ of

certiorari” that allows it
to control and balance its
caseload, which as Vla-
deck explains, “begets the
shadow docket because
that creates this first-step
process where the court

is going to cull all of the
appeals that come before
it in ways that it's not go-
ing to explain.” It didn’t
happen fast. From 1925
to the early 1980s, a lot of
the cases were mandatory
still. From the 1940s to
the 1960s, decisions were
largely in step with public
opinion and Congress still
had sway to push back on
the Court’s discretion. In
that era, a single justice
might hear arguments

on an emergency case in
his or her chamber, “but
no one ever confused a
single judge’s decision as
a matter of the full court’s
majority opinion.”

The impact of how the
Court operated stayed
limited through the 1960s,
when the court would
maybe get three or four
emergency applications
a year in death penalty
cases — the U.S. suspend-
ed capital punishment
from 1972-76, then in
1983, the Court got an
overwhelming 83 appeals.
This, says Vladeck, is
when the Court’s behav-
ior changed.

It stops having individ-
ual justices resolve most
applications and starts
a procedure where, if a
case is remotely divisive
or if there's a chance
that any two colleagues
might disagree, justices
are supposed to refer the
application to the full
court. So we have a full-
court decision instead of
a single-justice decision -
they can still decide some
cases with a single judge
- either way, they're
still not going to explain
themselves.”

It wasn’t stays of
execution but decisions in
challenges with larger im-
plications that the Court’s
quiet decision-making
power superseded its
boundaries. Over the 16
years of Bush Jr. and
Obama, the executive
branch requested eight
emergency relief deci-
sions. Then, Trump asked
for 41 interventions from
2016 to 2020 on deci-
sions about a travel ban,
the border wall and the
transgender military ban
followed by issues related
to COVID and abortion.
Instead of Congress han-
dling decisions, the Court
made calls on legislation.
Each of these decisions
should have been the re-
sponsibility of Congress,
mandated to follow the
will of the people they
represent. Instead, the ju-
dicial branch uses the writ
of certiorari procedure,
and to amplify matters,
the executive branch leans
on executive orders when
Congress deadlocks over
issues.

Here’s the truth of
systems: when one begins

sell it in the classifieds.

to fail, others begin to
overcompensate. Whether
it’s a national crisis like
the Great Depression or
the years when Congress
stalemates and resorts

to gamesmanship, the
executive branch has
resorted to action by
executive order. Statista
shows that FDR averaged
307 such executive orders
per year, followed by
Woodrow Wilson who
governed during WWI.
Calvin Coolidge is a cool
third, then Teddy Roos-
evelt, Truman (WWII),
Taft, Harding, Eisen-
hower, Reagan, Clinton,
Nixon, Johnson, Carter,
George W. Bush, Obama,
Trump, Grant (post Civil
War) and JFK, in that
order.

It’s fair to point out that
no president used any-
where the number of ex-
ecutive orders near what
FDR used, but when one
branch compensates for
another, it’s a symptom of
dysfunction.

The two-party Congres-
sional system has dead-
locked increasingly over
even procedural legisla-
tion like national budget
bills. Some representa-
tives take an “all or noth-
ing” idealistic approach
to legislating, instead of
a democratic compromise
approach.

Maybe those elected
officials feel morally
obligated to buck public
opinion over issues like
capital punishment or
the Second Amendment,
perhaps they feel ethically
bound to remain loyal to
their affiliations, but when
they fail to legislate, the
executive branch is pres-
sured to take action. It’s
inevitable. The president
is a figurehead, a concen-
trated point of attention, a
president may feel the tyr-
anny of opinion and take
action. Now, it seems the
Supreme Court has been
drawn into this.

What’s to be done?
Perhaps we Americans
are at an inflection point.
We need to call on Con-
gress to take action and
acknowledge that democ-
racy doesn’t operate well
in a winner-take-all ap-
proach. By the way, one
can monitor each of these
lesser cases at http://sha-
dowdocket.net/, but not
all of these last-moment
decisions are appeals to
save a life — even few-
er are handwritten by
informed and desperate
humans as Carlos Marti-
nez did on Oct. 4. Prima-
ry source information is a
powerful tool.

-The League of Women
Voters is a nonpartisan,
multi-issue political orga-
nization which encourages
informed and active par-
ticipation in government.
For information about the
League, visit the website
www.lwvmontcoin.org, or,
visit the League of Women
Voters of Montgomery Coun-
ty, Indiana Facebook page.

O

169.361.0100

0 TIM From Page Al

who could have been any-
where from 45 to 65. She
had really dark hair that
maybe wasn’t her original
color. It was chilly out
and she had on slacks, a
loose sweater and a light
jacket. Her oversized
sunglasses did not hide
that she was wearing a bit
too much makeup and her
eyebrows were heavily
penciled in and gave her
a look between surprise
and exasperation. She held
a cigarette in one hand
and a purse in the other.
Truth to tell, she could
have stepped out of a time
machine from 1965.

“I'am,” I replied. “Tim
Timmons.” And I held out
my hand.

“Patina,” she said with
a firm grasp. Even if |
hadn’t seen the cigarette,
her voice and the mixture
of heavy perfume and stale
smell of smoke would’ve
given her away. “Patina
Woody. Nice to meet
you.”

Like I said, I'm lucky in
that I get to meet a lot of
nice folks - and someone
stopping me and telling me
they like my columns isn’t
all that unusual.

“Do you write for the
newspaper,” she asked.

So much for my col-
umns.

“I'do,” I said. “How did
you know I was with the
newspaper though?”

“Your shirt,” she said
pointing to the paper’s
logo. “Kind of a give-
away, don’t you think?”

Oh.

“Listen,” she went on,
“I’ve got an idea that I’d
like to get to someone.
Know how we can make
that happen?”

“It depends,” I an-
swered. “What’s it
about?”

“I heard the debate in
the House the other day on
more aid for Israel,” she
started. “And I liked the
idea that they were going
to take money out of the
IRS and send it to Israel.”

She paused to cough, a
deep, jarring cough.

“First off, I don’t like
the IRS - no one does,”
she continued. “But more
than that I really liked the

idea that instead of print-
ing more useless money on
paper, that they were not
going to spend more - just
reallocate.”

I had to agree. That was
one of the first positive
things I had heard out of
our government in some
time.

“That got me to think-
ing,” she said, blowing a
thick cloud of smoke over
her shoulder. “Why not
create a cabinet position
that is the secretary of
waste? The job would be
to find ways to not just cut
spending, but if money
has to be spent, take it
away from some bloated
department somewhere . .
. just like they did with the
IRS.”

It’s a great idea, I
thought. It also has no
chance of success.

“Tell you what, Pat, I-”

“Patina,” she snapped.

“Sorry?”

“Patina. My name is
Patina. I don’t go by Pat.”

“Oh, I apologize.
Listen, I think it’s a great
idea, but you have to know
it’ll never happen, right?”

“That’s the trouble with
the world today,” she said
between puffs. “We find
the answers and then we
toss them aside because
we say the hired hands in
Washington will never go
along. If we keep doing
that, then nothing will
ever change. We need to
tell them what the right
answers are and then hold
them accountable when
they go back to business as
usual in the swamp.”

What could I say? She
was right.

“Listen newspaper guy,
if you want to know how
to fix this quit talking to
them. Ask a woman. They
know how to get things
done.”

She walked away. I
really do meet the most
interesting people.

-Two cents, which is about
how much Timmons said his
columns are worth, appears
periodically on Wednesdays
in The Paper. Timmons is the
publisher of The Paper and
can be contacted at ttim-
mons@thepaper24-7.com.
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building; it’s a beacon of
possibilities within our
community. I am genuine-
ly excited about the poten-
tial it holds and the impact
we can create together,”
says Price. “This space is
not just a resource; it’s a
catalyst for collaboration,
innovation and growth.”

Owned and operated by
the City of Crawfordsville,
Fusion 54 incorporates city
and county growth entities
- including the Crawfords-
ville/Montgomery County
Chamber of Commerce,
Montgomery County Visi-
tors & Convention Bureau
and the Montgomery
County Leadership Acad-
emy. The building opened
in September of 2018 and
serves as a central meet-
ing location for a variety
of non-profit community
groups.

For more information on
the Fusion 54 co-working
studio, visit fusion54.com
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