
Since 
basketball 
season is 
starting, let's 
take a look at 
some teams 
and players 
from years 
gone by...
first off, the 
1966 C-Ville 
Athenians. 
In 1958, 
with Dick 

Baumgartner as coach, the 
Athenians finished as runner-up 
in the IHSAA state tournament, 
losing to Fort Wayne South 
in the championship game. 
During the next two years, the 
CHS squads posted a combined 
regular season record of 29-11 
and won the sectionals both 
years. Then the teams hit a dry 

spell. From 1961 through 1965, 
under three different coaches, 
Baumgartner, Tommy Thomp-
son, and Dick Haslam, their 
combined regular season record 
was only 39-58. Adding insult 
to injury, the Athenians lost the 
1961 sectional championship 
game to New Ross and were 
defeated in a 1962 semifinal 
sectional game to Ladoga.

Dick Haslam, an outstanding 
player on the 1958 team, had 
taken over the coaching duties 
in 1964. His teams won the sec-
tionals in 1964 and 1965, but 
could only manage a combined 
regular season record of 13-25. 
Dick was determined to have a 
winning season the next year in 
1966. He needed another top-
notch scorer to complement his 
two high scoring guards, Randy 
Frederick and Jim Krout...and 

he found one...Joe Pierce, a 
Waynetown transfer, who could 
hit from long range with deadly 
accuracy.

The team had to play state 
ranked Lebanon...and yes, 
Rick Mount, in their first game, 
which was held at Hinkle 
fieldhouse. They lost 89-67, but 
then made a comeback and won 
their next game at home against 
Brazil 71-66. The Athenians 
were successful in all of their 
next home games until they 
went up against powerful La-
fayette Jeff. With scoring help 
from Tom Burns, Jim Peacock, 
and Bill Terry, CHS finished 
the season at 12-8, the first win-
ning season since 1960. It was 
a bittersweet ending, however, 
as they lost the first game of the 

Judi Kleine sent us here a smile from 
Grandpa Greg Kleine holding Grand-
daughter Phoebe on a recent hike at 
Turkey Run. Thank You Judi!

Good gosh, it’s almost a week 
and I am still full from Thursday – 
and thankful I had family and a 
meal. Too many others did not.

Christmas Parade Sunday!!!!
Join our community for the Christmas Parade in Historic Downtown 
Crawfordsville on Sunday at 2 pm!! We can't wait to see your smil-
ing faces! Thank you to our Christmas Parade Sponsors: Presented 
by Hoosier Heartland State Bank. Santa's Sleigh powered by Acuity 
Brands. Spirit of Christmas sponsor is Stevenson's Ace Hardware. Judge 
sponsors are Crawfordsville Electric Light & Power, Lakeside Book Com-
pany and Tri-County Bank & Trust. Sounds sponsor is Turn It Up Sound 
Productions.
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The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Diane Thompson
for subscribing!
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In celebration of our beginning 
our 20th year as a media company, 
we’re sharing some famous quota-

tions about newspapers this month.
“Four hostile newspapers are 

more to be feared than a thousand 
bayonets.”

-Napoleon Bonaparte
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Luke 10:19 I give unto you 
power to tread on serpents 
and scorpions, and over all 

the power of the enemy: and 
nothing shall by any means 

hurt you.

 TODAY’S VERSE

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

Getting up at the same time 
every day is very important to 

getting good sleep.
Today’s health tip was brought 
to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be 
sure to catch his column each 

week in The Paper and online at 
www.thepaper24-7.com.

 TODAY’S QUOTE

1Looking for something 
to do on Dec. 9? Then 
you might want to head 

over to Russellville for the 
Second Annual Russellville 
Small Business Market 
Holiday Showcase. Things 
kick off at 10 a.m. and wrap 
up around 4 p.m. There will 
be more than 50 vendors 
offering a variety of items, as 
well as plenty of things to do 
for both grown-ups and little 
ones. Santa will even make 
an appearance and photo 
prints will be available for a 
low price.

2Celebrate the holiday 
season with a treasured 
Wabash Valley tradition! 

The Terre Haute Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Artistic 
Director, David Bowden, will take 
the stage for its annual holiday 
concert, A Symphony Christmas, 
on Saturday, December 2nd at 
7:30pm at Tilson Auditorium. 
Music-lovers of all ages will 
enjoy holiday favorites such as 
Sleigh Ride, Festive Sounds of 
Hanukkah, selections from The 
Nutcracker plus an audience 
singalong! The performance will 
feature Angela Brown, world-re-
nowned soprano, singing Sweet 
Little Jesus Boy, O Holy Night, 
My Simple Christmas Wish and 
more. Tickets are going really 
fast, so make plans soon to 
attend this festive musical cel-
ebration! Additional tickets will 
be released for purchase after 
November 20…

3MCCF will award the final 
round of grants for 2023 
on Thursday, here at our 

building, second floor. We invite 
you to attend. I will have a press 
release ready that day listing the 
fifteen awards. We appreciate all 
you do to promote the good work 
of the grant recipients and the 
generosity of our donors.

 OBITUARIES
None

 TODAY’S JOKE
If you get up before the newspaper 
is delivered, don’t despair. You’re 
ahead of The Times!

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:45 a.m. 
SET: 5:25 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 29 °F
Low: 17 °F

Today is...
• Giving Tuesday

• National French Toast Day
• Red Planet Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1967 First pulsar ob-
served. Graduate student 

Jocelyn Bell and her advisor 
Antony Hewish at Cam-

bridge University were the 
first people to observe and 
discover pulsars. Pulsars 

are rapidly spinning neutron 
magnetized stars that emit 

radiation.
• 1964 NASA launches Mar-
iner 4. The first spacecraft 

to make a flyby of Mars, the 
spacecraft was the first one 
to send images of a planet 

back to Earth.
• 1943 Tehran Conference 
begins. The Tehran Confer-
ence between the US, the 
UK and the Soviet Union 

began at the Soviet Embassy 
in Tehran. The conference 

dealt with the Axis powers in 
Europe and Asia and made 
plans to open up a second 

front against the Germans in 
France during WW II.  

Births On This Day
• 1962 Jon Stewart

American comedian, actor, 
television host

• 1820 Friedrich Engels
German philosopher

Deaths On This Day
• 2010 Leslie Nielsen

Canadian/American actor
• 1954 Enrico Fermi

Italian physicist, Nobel Prize 
laureate

BUTCH 
DALE
COLUMNIST

HIRING 
* Visit thepaper24-7.com for more information

*

$500
BONUS

Are you outgoing, attentive to detail and looking for a good job?
We pay $15 to $20 per hour with commissions added on top of that. 

We are locally owned and are looking for team players who 
want to be part of something special. 

If you are good in sales, or want to be, send your resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com
Remote positions now available for qualified candidates!

Interested in working from home?

Photo courtesy of the office of Jim Baird

Congressman Jim Baird And State Representative Beau 
Baird Hold Agriculture Roundtable In Crawfordsville

Congressman Jim Baird and 
State Representative Beau Baird 
held a roundtable discussion 
on agriculture with concerned 
stakeholders in Crawfordsville 
recently.

This meeting brought to-
gether local producers eager to 
learn more about developments 
at the state and federal levels 
that will impact their farming 
operations, especially as Con-
gress completes its work on the 
Farm Bill.

“People are anxious to hear 
more about what’s being done 

at every level of government to 
support our farmers, ranchers, 
and growers,” said Congress-
man Baird. “I’m pleased to re-
port that Congress has extended 
many Farm Bill programs at the 
Federal level so our producers 
can continue to rely on them. 
But these extensions will not re-
place a full Farm Bill reautho-
rization. I’m incredibly grateful 
to everyone for attending this 
roundtable and sharing their 
thoughts as we continue our 
work on the Farm Bill.”

“Farming is more than just 

a job in west central Indiana. 
It truly is a deep part of our 
culture. Our producers need to 
know that we have their back 
and are always listening to 
their needs,” said Rep. Baird. 
“Roundtable discussions like 
this aren’t just about sharing in-
formation with my constituents. 
They’re also about listening to 
their concerns so I can continue 
to bring their voice to Indianap-
olis. I’d like to thank everyone 
for joining us for this important 
discussion and making their 
voice heard.”

Sports Flashback...CHS Athenian Team Of 1966

See BUTCH Page A5
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 Meeting Notes
Southmont Schools Board of 
Trustees Notice of Executive 
Session Board Meeting

Corporation Board 
Room

6401 US 231 South, 
Crawfordsville

Wednesday, November 
29 @ 6:30 PM

The South Montgom-
ery Community School 
Corporation Board of 
Trustees will meet in 
executive session on 
Wednesday, November 
29, 2023 @ 6:30 p.m. at 
the Corporation’s Admin-
istrative Office located 
at 6401 South US 231, 
Crawfordsville, Indiana 

47933.
I. Call to Order
II. Roll Call
AGENDA
To meet with Adminis-

trative Assistants to begin 
the search for a new 
Superintendent.

III. Adjourn.
Future Meetings:.
December 11, 2023 - 

Regular Board Meeting - 
Corporation Board Room 
- 6:00 p.m. January 8, 
2024 - Regular Board 
Meeting - Corporation 
Board Room - 6:00 p.m.

Crawfordsville District Public 
Library Board of Trustees 2024 
Board Meeting Schedule

The Library Board meets 
monthly on the second 
Thursday of each month at 
4:00 p.m. in the Confer-
ence Room of the library.

• January 11 (also Board 
of Finance)

• February 8
• March 14
• April 11

• May 9
• June 13
• July 11
• August 8
• September 12 (also 

2025 budget hearing)
• October 10 (also 2025 

budget adoption)
• November 14
• December 12

December Community Education And Support 
Group Classes Offered By Witham Health

• Diabetes Self-Man-
agement Class –Call the 
Diabetes Education De-
partment at 765-485-8120 
for individualized class, 
scheduling and pricing.

• Rock Steady Boxing 
1 & 2 - held weekly at 
9:00 a.m. on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at the Witham 
Health Services South 
Pavilion Wellness Center. 
Please call the Wellness 
Department at 765-485-
8126 for more information 
on scheduling and pricing.

• Rock Steady Boxing 
3 & 4 - held weekly at 
9:45 a.m. on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at the Witham 
Health Services South 
Pavilion Wellness Center. 
Please call the Wellness 
Department at 765-485-
8126 for more information 
on scheduling and pricing.

• Silver Sneakers – held 
weekly at 11:15 a.m. on 
Mondays for those 65 or 
older at the Witham Health 
Services South Pavilion 
Wellness Center. Please 
call the Wellness Depart-
ment at 765-485-8126 

for more information on 
scheduling and pricing.

• Silver Sneakers Cardio 
- held weekly at 11:15 
a.m. on Wednesdays for 
those 65 or older at the 
Witham Health Services 
South Pavilion Wellness 
Center. Please call the 
Wellness Department at 
765-485-8126 for more 
information on scheduling 
and pricing.

• Silver Sneakers Chair 
Yoga - held weekly at 
11:15 a.m. on Thursdays 
for those 65 or older at the 
Witham Health Services 
South Pavilion Wellness 
Center. Please call the 
Wellness Department at 
765-485-8126 for more 
information on scheduling 
and pricing.

• Tai Chi for Health 
2 – Tai Chi for Health 2 
classes are cancelled in 
December.

• Tai Chi for Health 1 – 
In December, classes are 
FREE to the Community! 
Class is held every Tues-
day at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Witham Health Services 

South Pavilion Wellness 
Center. Please call the 
Wellness Department at 
765-485-8126 for more 
information on scheduling 
and pricing.

• Fight Smart – De-
signed to reduce the risk 
of any chronic disease 
you may be facing. Held 
weekly at 9:00 a.m. on 
Tuesdays and another class 
on Thursday’s at 9:00 
a.m. at the Witham Health 
Services South Pavilion 
Wellness Center. Class is 
Free through the Commu-
nity Foundation Grant.

• Restorative Yoga – is 
held weekly on Mondays 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Witham 
Health Services South 
Pavilion Wellness Center. 
Please call the Wellness 
Department at 765-485-
8126 for more information 
on scheduling and pricing.

• Flow Yoga – held 
weekly on Fridays at 
12:30 p.m.at the Witham 
Health Services South 
Pavilion Wellness Center. 
Please call the Wellness 
Department at 765-485-

8126 for more information 
on scheduling and pricing.

• Breastfeeding Support 
Group – is held weekly on 
Mondays at 10:00 a.m. 
in the VIP Dining Room. 
The meeting is cancelled 
on Monday, December 25.

• Individualized Breast-
feeding Support is avail-
able with a Lactation 
Consultant. To schedule an 
appointment and for pric-
ing, call 765-485-8411.

• Alzheimer’s Support 
Group – Tuesday, Decem-
ber 19th at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Beck Room.

• Cancer Support 
Cooking for Wellness – 
Tuesday, December 19th 
at 6:00 p.m. in the South 
Pavilion Wellness Center.

• Cancer Support Group 
– Monday, December 
18th at 6:00 p.m. in the 
North Pavilion Conference 
Rooms. Parking is Parking 
Lot and exterior door is 
marked 39.

• Grief Support Group 
– Tuesday, December 
19th at 6:00 p.m. in VIP 
Dining Room

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

crossroadsfurniturecompany.com

COME IN NOW FOR 
THE BEST SELECTION

Year End
Sale

Visit our website and register for a chance to win a $50 gift card!

4  

B Lovee (Deck) Mickel 
Dale Milligan 
Paul Moehling 
Network For Good 
Larrie and Pat Patton 
Sandra Rayburn 
Bill and Retta Richardson 
Susan Rosen 
Anita rupar 
Greg and Sarah Woodsmall 
Kimberly Erin Yeager 
Sam and Ella Young 

 

Max and Joellen Ebaugh 
Elizabeth Justice 
Greg and Judi Kleine 
MCCF—Henthorn Fund 
Larry and Yvonne Ratcliffe 

         Michael Reidy 
         Chuck and Eatha Sommer 

Patrick and Ann Taylor 
Theresa Tyner 
 

Phil and Farzaneh Boots 
Irvan Boeglin 

M Sue Bailey 
James and Patience Barnes 
Rob Boots 
Robert and Carolyn Burgess 
Patrick and Joyce  Burnette 

Karen Crawford 
Ron and Trudy Dickerson 
S Bryan and Laura Donaldson 
Bob Dixon 
Fred and Carol Edwards 
Will D Fell 
Sue Ann Ford 
Dave and Saundra Gillaspy 
Belinda Grimble 
Dan and Stacey Guard 
Shirley Hill and Lana Willhite 
David and Sheridan Hadley 
Jerry Hallett 
Thomas Hedrick 
Tonia Hoffa 
Ethan Hollander 
Marc and Helen Hudson 
Gary and Teresa Huxhold 
James Jackman 
LSC Communications 
Jeff and Sue Lucas 
Franklin McCloud Sr & Jr 

Thank you for your gifts —They are helping us                 
to save this beautiful historic building! 

Crawfordsville 
Masonic Temple 
Foundation, Inc. 

221 S Washington St 
PO Box 713 

Crawfordsville, IN  
47933-0713  

FESTIVAL of TREES 2022 is just 
around the corner.  We have          

orphaned trees that are looking for 
sponsors.  Join the fun by sponsoring 

a tree, creating a unique look that 
represents your organization             

or business, and competing 
for favorite tree votes.  

 

Decorating trees: 
November 14-23, 2022 

 

2022 Festival of Trees: 
November 26, 4-9pm 

December 2, 11am-9pm 
Santa is here! 6-9pm 
December 3, 4-9pm 

December 4,  11am-7pm 
December 9, 11am-9pm 

December 10, 11am-9pm 
 

Ticket prices: 
Teens & Adults $8 
Seniors (65+) $5 

Kids (3-10 yrs) $5 
Kids (under 2 yrs) free 

 

Purchase tickets at the door 
or online at 

www.themasoniccornerstone.com 
Donations received — June – October  2022 

Marci Rose 
765-810-2776 

themasoniccornerstone.com 
themasoniccornerstone 

@gmail.com 

FESTIVAL of TREES
2023

Admission:
Adults $8

Seniors (65+) $5
Kids (2-10 yrs) $5

FESTIVAL of TREES
2023

221 S. Washington Street
Crawfordsville, IN 47933

www.themasoniccornerstone.com

NOV 25
4-10 PM 1-9 PM

DEC 1

DEC 2
4-9 PM

DEC 9
4-9 PM

4th Annual

Butch Buys 
Old Firearms
Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL

I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

765.361.8888

job?need a
Find one in the classifieds. 

765.361.0100Visit us online:
thepaper24-7.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Paper

AUTOMOTIVE BANKING

Burkhart
Funeral Home

201 West Wabash Ave.
Crawfordsville

(765) 362-5510

FEATURED 
BUSINESS

WELLBROOKE
OF CRAWFORDSVILLE

765-230-3755
517 Concord Road • Crawfordsville

REALTORS

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
0Not valid with any other offer. Expires 11/30/23

101 E. South Boulevard
Crawfordsville
765-362-9555

18 E. Washington Street
Roachdale

765-522-1000

Call us for your
 banking needs!

MAUS
FUNERAL 

HOME
206 Water St.

Hillsboro
765-798-5555

704 Council St.
Attica

765-764-4418
mausfuneralhome.com

NURSING HOMES

WELLBROOKE
OF CRAWFORDSVILLE

765-230-3755
517 Concord Road • Crawfordsville

Fisher’s
DISCOUNT STORE

6492 E 850 N
Waveland

M,W,TH 8 am-6 pm
TU 8 am-8 pm

FRI & SAT 8 am-5 pm
Closed Sunday

765-435-7231

Discount groceries, 
bulk foods, meat & cheese

HOME SERVICES

KING’S
Repair, LLC

765-597-2015
5947 County Rd 350 E • Marshall

Plumbing Supplies
Bath tubs, vanities, toilets 

& water heaters

Pet Food & Supplies
Softener Salt

Bar & Chain Oil• Hydraulic Oil
Motor Oil • Electrical • Bolts

Custom-made Hydraulic Hoses

Bar Stock Steel
Channel • Angle • Flat

Pipe • Sheet Metal

Bellmore
Country Store
6987 US 36

Rockville
765-344-1520
Mon • Tues • Wed • Fri

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

JEFF MOORE
REAL ESTATE

Call today!

765-376-7145

PHOTOGRAPHERS

MC
Coating

Interior & Exterior 
Painting

Staining

Concrete Floors

Epoxy

812-229-6342

Insured

PET SERVICES

FUNERAL HOMES

HOME SERVICES

FLOORING & TILE

INSULATION

REMODELS

765-676-7648
Jamestown

(765) 572-2478

5608 IN 25
West Point, IN

10% off for
Seniors, Military

& First Responders

727-312-9498

Help Wanted:
Come work with me!

765-307-4025
2208 Indianapolis Rd.

Crawfordsville

AFFORDABLE
APPLIANCES

New 
Scratch & Dent 

Items
and 

Refurbished 
Appliances

HOME SERVICES

RETAIL

Contact our advertising department  at 765-361-0100 ext. 1 
to be included in our next Service Directory.

765.361.0100



Dear EarthTalk: What 
is the status of Cali-
fornia's giant sequoias 
trees and what's being 
done to save them from 
extinction? 

Giant sequoias, which 
can grow upwards of 
300 feet tall with cir-
cumferences of 90+ feet 
around at ground level, 
are among the largest and 
longest living species on 
the planet today. Some 
are over 3,000 years 
old. But climate change, 
human activities and wild-
fires are threatening their 
very existence in their 
native habitat on the west-
ern slopes of California’s 
Sierra Nevada mountains.

Biologists estimate there 
are about 80,000 naturally 
occurring giant sequoi-
as left there and worry 
that another bad wildfire 
year—like 2015, 2017 or 
2020, when National Park 
Service biologists clad 
the lower flanks of the 
biggest trees with tin foil 
to deter the flames—could 
decimate those remaining 
trees.

Giant sequoias have 
evolved to withstand mod-
erate fires, but the recent 
infernos, exacerbated 
by climate change, have 
been catastrophic. Not 
only do these fires destroy 
the trees directly, they 
also hinder the natural 
reproduction process by 
killing young sequoias 
and preventing seeds from 
germinating.

While fire has been 
the most immediate 
threat in recent years, 
climate change in gen-
eral is altering the trees’ 
environment—and may 
be the final nail in their 
coffin. Rising tempera-
tures, prolonged droughts 
and erratic precipitation 
patterns have weakened 
the trees, making them 
more susceptible to pests 
and disease, and disrupt-
ing the natural fire regime 
that they have depended 
on for regeneration for 
millennia.

To mitigate the im-
pacts of climate change, 
researchers and conserva-
tionists are studying how 
these trees respond to 
changing environmental 
conditions. They are also 
implementing measures 
like controlled burns to 
mimic natural fire cycles 
and create a more suitable 
habitat for the sequoias.

Human activities, such 
as logging, urban devel-
opment and recreation 
further exacerbate the 
challenges faced by giant 
sequoias. Urbanization 
around these groves 
disrupts their ecosystems, 
and recreational activities 
can harm their shallow 
root systems. Efforts are 
also being made to limit 
human impacts in sequoia 
territory. Strict regula-
tions on logging, urban 
expansion and recreation-
al activities near these 
groves aim to preserve 
the natural ecosystem and 
minimize disturbances to 
the trees.

Moreover, collaborative 

initiatives between gov-
ernment agencies, con-
servation organizations, 
and local communities are 
crucial for the long-term 
protection of these ancient 
giants. Public awareness 
campaigns, educational 
programs, and eco-tour-
ism practices that empha-
size responsible visitation 
also play a vital role in 
ensuring the survival of 
these magnificent trees. 
Whether or not our grand-
children will get to visit 
these giant sequoias may 
well depend on our ability 
to rein in carbon emis-
sions here and around 
the world in time to stave 
off cataclysmic climate 
change. Indeed, the fate 
of these giant trees, as 
well as thousands of other 
plants and animals, hangs 
in the balance.

-CONTACTS: Helping 
or hindering? US scientists 
debate how to save giant 
sequoias, https://phys.
org/news/2023-09-hinder-
ing-scientists-debate-gi-
ant-sequoias.html; Save The 
Giant Sequoias, https://
www.savetheredwoods.org/
redwoods/fire/save-the-gi-
ant-sequoias/; The race to 
save ‘awe-inspiring’ giant 
sequoias, https://yaleclimate-
connections.org/2023/08/
the-race-to-save-awe-inspir-
ing-giant-sequoias/.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss 
for the 501(c)3 nonprofit 
EarthTalk. See more at 
https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earth-
talk.org. Send questions to: 
question@earthtalk.org.

The Paper of Montgomery County	 Tuesday, November 28, 2023	 A4

Classifieds
765-361-0100 ext. 15 l class@thepaper24-7.com

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-

cellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.
boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 

from AceWellness. We 
guarantee highest quality, 

most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products. 

Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105

Smart Home Installations? 
Geeks on Site will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras, 
Home Theater Systems & 

Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF 
coupon 42537! (Restrictions 

apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271

2, 3, and 4 
Bedroom 

Rental Homes

Call Hooks 
(765) 918-8700

www.hookshomesindiana.com

Giant Sequoias: How To Save 
The Last Of The Biggest Trees

Training Animals Is Not So Hard
The 

secret to 
train-
ing any 
animal is 
simply 
timing, 
says the 
former 
cowboy 
who 

was unable to teach his 
horse to jump a two-by-
four.  But that was long 
ago, of course, and today, 
the wisdom age gives 
us makes these training 
secrets available to those 
who will accept them.

Just take our beagle, 
Minnie. To be fair, she 
lives in a one-dog house. 
But she also lives with 
three cats. It’s not that 
Minnie is intimidated. 
When she is approached 
by a cat who isn’t suf-
ficiently awed by her 
wonderfulness, what she’s 
doing isn’t cringing, she’s 

merely practicing her 
third-grade atomic attack 
position in the middle of 
the living room.

And we recently went 
through yet another of our 
famous Albuquerque hot 
air balloon fiestas. I’m 
sure you know about our 
fiesta, where hundreds of 
migratory birds are fright-
ened out of their minds, 
the locals make millions 
selling champagne and 
propane, and the restau-
rants try to see who can 
kill the most tourists with 
their special mix of green 
chile. 

Now Minnie, who can 
view millions of miles of 
sky from our yard, has 
a very simple solution 
to the balloon problem: 
shoot them down and kill 
them all. Why? Because 
these aren’t balloons 
that are fun, or kind 
to dogs. If you listen 
closely, the translation is 

clear …” I SEE YOU, 
YOU BLOATED FIRE 
BREATHING DOG EAT-
ER!  Come down here 
and show me your permit 
to fly over our house! Or 
come down and fight like 
a dog!”

Multiply that by 840 
balloons, and the message 
makes it all the way up to 
the invading pilots.

Grandchildren deserve 
to be impressed by an 
ancestor’s animal training 
abilities as well. Just ask 
mine about Fluffy. Fluffy 
is my well-trained lizard 
in the back yard.

In summer, I’ll often 
look at him on the con-
crete block wall and order 
him to do push-ups for the 
kids. He’s good at it, too.

-Brought to you by a novel 
of the Southwest, Sun Dog 
Days, by Slim Randles. www.
betterworldbooks.com/go/
mission

Slim Randles
Home Country

State Accepting Applications 
For Teaching Scholarships

The Indiana Com-
mission for Higher 
Education (CHE) is now 
accepting applications 
for the Next Genera-
tion Hoosier Educators 
Scholarship, which offers 
future teachers up to 
$40,000 in financial aid, 
said State Sen. Brian 
Buchanan.

The scholarship is open 
to current high school 
seniors and college stu-
dents who plan to teach 
in Indiana for at least five 
years after graduating 
from college.

"I encourage anybody 
considering a career in 
teaching to apply for this 
scholarship program," 
Buchanan said. "Our 
state's future depends on 
having quality educators 

at the front of our class-
rooms, and this schol-
arship program offers 
financial assistance to the 
best of our next genera-
tion of teachers."

Eligible students can 
receive up to $10,000 per 
year over their four-year 
collegiate career. Appli-
cations must be submit-
ted by Jan. 31, 2024 to 
ScholarTrack.in.gov.

During the 2023 legis-
lative session, Buchanan 
sponsored House En-
rolled Act 1637, which 
increased the amount 
of money the CHE can 
award a recipient each 
year from $7,500 to 
$10,000.

"This legislation was 
aimed at attracting talent-
ed young Hoosiers into 

the teaching profession," 
Buchanan said. "I am 
happy to see the bill start 
to make its intended im-
pact on our state's future 
educators."

HEA 1637 also estab-
lished the Next Gener-
ation Hoosier Minority 
Educators Scholarship, 
which will award up to 
$10,000 to an applicant 
who is a member of a 
minority group.

To qualify for one of 
these two scholarships, 
applicants must rank in 
the top 20% of their high 
school graduating class, 
have a top 20th percen-
tile score on the ACT or 
SAT, or have a cumula-
tive grade point average 
of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 
scale.

Thanks for reading The Paper!

Visit us online:
thepaper24-7.com



Staffing levels for 
family case managers 
meet 99% of the need 
statewide, according to 
the annual staffing and 
caseload report from 
the Department of Child 
Services (DCS), but some 
areas of the state face a 
greater need than others. 

“Some of the most inte-
gral among the agency’s 
staff members are family 
case managers (FCMs). 
FCMs are the state’s front 
line against child abuse 
and neglect. Maintaining 
management caseloads for 
staff members is critical 
to ensuring the agency 
provides the best service 
possible to those in need,” 
DCS Director Eric Miller 
said in a report recently 
submitted to the Indiana 
State Budget Committee. 

The agency compiles 
an annual report doc-
umenting its staffing 
needs following a series 
of scandals triggered by 
the resignation of Mill-
er’s predecessor, Mary 
Bonaventura. In a scath-
ing letter, Bonaventura 
claimed children would 
die following state fund-
ing cuts and subsequent, 
independent reviews 
found that DCS had a 
staffing crisis. 

Legislative reform 
dictated that the agen-
cy “shall” meet certain 
goals when it came to 
FCMs, requiring more 
manageable caseloads 
and reducing the number 
of children overseen by 
individual staff.

***
Staffing details 
DCS, the state’s 

third-largest agency, has 
4,100 staff members and 
a little more than half of 
those are FCMs. But of 
those 2,100 FCMs, just 
1,637 employees have an 
active caseload with an-
other 158 FCMs in train-
ing. The remaining FCM 
staff oversee hotlines and 
licensing services within 
the agency. 

However, the agency 
needs 24 additional FCMs 
to meet the required Child 

Welfare League of Amer-
ica standards limiting staff 
to:

• No more than 12 
cases (families) per month 
for caseworkers con-
ducting child protection 
assessments 

• No more than 17 fam-
ily cases for caseworkers 
providing ongoing support 
to families involved in 
child protective services 

• No more than 12 
cases if caseworkers are 
conducting family-cen-
tered casework

• No more than 12 to 
15 children in out-of-
home care

The report calls FCMs 
“some of the most 
integral” to the agency’s 
mission, whose “dedica-
tion helps prevent future 
maltreatment as families 
rebuild and learn to pro-
vide a safe environment 
for the loved ones in their 
care.”

Of the agency’s 19 
regions, 10 meet staffing 
standards and an addition-
al four have at least 90% 
of the staff they need. The 
statewide staffing level is 
99%.

The report details 
staffing by region and 
county, with several 
areas in southern Indiana 
below the ideal range. 
Region 14, which covers 
Bartholomew, Jackson, 
Jennings, Johnson and 
Shelby counties had the 
biggest staffing shortage, 
with just 74% of FCM 
need met. 

However, two counties 
in the area — Jackson and 
Jennings — were fully 
staffed. Bartholomew had 
just over half, 53%, while 
Johnson had 64% and 
Shelby had 70%.

With 12-weeks of train-
ing, replacing staff isn’t 
as easy as hiring a new 
person — especially since 
recent graduates don’t 
immediately handle a full 
caseload. And DCS, like 
other employers, has had 
difficulty retaining and 
recruiting employees in 
a tight labor market with 
a historically low unem-
ployment rate.

In Fiscal Year 2023 — 

a period of time from July 
1, 2022 to June 31, 2023, 
which is the calendar for 
the state budget — DCS 
reported losing 739 FCMs 
and hiring another 890. 

One factor the agency 
cited was low pay, some-
thing noted in the 2022 
State Personnel Depart-
ment compensation study. 
Prior to that initiative, 
pay started at $35,776 and 
increased to $40,092 after 
the 12-week training peri-
od. Following the study, 
pay started at $47,320. 

Increasing salaries 
helped with retention but 
“challenges remain(ed) 
due to the difficult nature 
of the work.”

The report details 
recruitment efforts such 
as increasing the number 
of job fairs from 15 to 
25, visiting colleges and 
universities, and hosting 
interview events at offices 
with five or more open-
ings. 

***
The importance of 

FCMs, families
High FCM turnover, 

according to the report, 
“can” result in: longer 
foster care stays for 
children, delays in timely 
assessments of allegations 
of abuse and neglect, 
disruptions in child place-
ments and increased rates 
of repeat maltreatment. 

“Supporting family case 
managers is paramount to 
ensuring the best service 
for the children in DCS’ 
care,” the report said. 

The agency uses a six-
month caseload average 
but “strives to hire 120% 
of its six-month average 
need of family case man-
agers during October, No-
vember and December of 
each year to be prepared 
for one of the busiest 
times each year, which is 
March through May.”

Case numbers trended 
down in fiscal year 2023, 
with a total of 14,163 
children interacting with 
DCS through informal 
adjustments, collaborative 
care or “child in need of 
services” (CHINS) com-
pared to 15,838 the previ-
ous year — a decrease of 

over 10%.
Between months case-

loads also fluctuated from 
a low of 6,797 in July 
2022 to a high of 9,651 in 
September 2022. 

The agency highlighted 
several areas where it said 
it succeeded, including: 
fewer families in need of 
formal intervention, fewer 
children in residential 
care, fewer children who 
experienced repeat mal-
treatment and improved 
ratio of supervisors to 
case managers. 

One effort potentially 
having an impact and 
decreasing the number of 
children in DCS’ system: 
kinship care, or family 
members raising children 
when their biological par-
ents are unable to do so.

In the latest budget cy-
cle, DCS pushed to add a 
$300 monthly stipend for 
kinship caregivers, who 
are typically unlicensed 
and don’t qualify for fos-
ter care payments.

Additionally, calls to 
Indiana’s 24-hour Child 
Abuse and Neglect Ho-
tline were down in the last 
year.

“While the hotline 
has historically seen an 
increase in reports year 
over year, there has been 
a recent plateau and re-
duction in the number of 
reports generated …” the 
report said, listing calls 
per year. “From (fiscal 
year) 2016 to (fiscal year) 
2019, the hotline received 
a 14% increase in reports. 
This is believed to be due 
in large part to increased 
awareness of the hotline. 

“In (fiscal year) 2023, 
the hotline saw a 4% 
reduction in reports since 
the previous year.”

- Indiana Capital Chron-
icle is part of States News-
room, a network of news 
bureaus supported by grants 
and a coalition of donors 
as a 501c(3) public charity. 
Indiana Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Follow Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle on facebook.
com/IndianaCapitalChroni-
cle and twitter.com/INCap-
Chronicle
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Þ BUTCH  From Page A1

By Whitney Downard
Indiana Capital Chronicle

DCS Annual Staffing Report Nearly 100% Statewide
But one county in southern Indiana met just 53% of the need

sectional to Coal Creek 
Central, led by Lee 
Fouts, Rich Stonebraker, 
Larry Lidester, Chuck 
McKnight, and Denny 
Mennen. During that 1966 
season, Pierce, Frederick, 
and Krout combined for 
an average of 42 points 
per game.

The future looked even 
brighter though, as Pierce, 
Frederick, Jim Zach, Tom 
Hall, and Roger Elledge 
would return in 1967, 
along with very prom-
ising sophomore subs 
Kelly Cochrane and Larry 
Grimes. Pierce, Grimes, 
and Cochrane all averaged 
18 points each that next 
year, with Randy Freder-
ick tossing in an addition-
al 12 points per game. 
Haslam's crew finished 
13-7 in 1967 and 16-5 in 
1968, defeating some very 
good teams. Surprising-
ly, the Athenians lost the 
1967 sectional to New 
Ross, who had a record of 
11-8, but came back the 
next year in 1968 to beat 
Waveland, who had the 
county's leading scorer 
Mike Mitchell, in the 
sectional final. The CHS 
fans were happy again! In 
those days, if any small 
school county team beat 
Crawfordsville, it was 
considered an upset, and 
the fans were ecstatic. The 
Athenian players and fans 

did NOT like to lose to 
the county schools!

Darlington had the best 
team in their school's 
history in 1969, but 
were sent to play in the 
Lebanon sectional. In a 
stunning turn of events, 
Darlington, which was 
undefeated at 21-0, won 
the Lebanon sectional by 
defeating Speedway in 
the championship game 
56-54. Crawfordsville, 
with a record of 9-11, 
won the local sectional 
by beating Coal Creek 
in the final game 72-63. 
The two teams then had 
to play against each other 
in the regional contest 
at Frankfort. The Athe-
nians, led by their two top 
scorers, Kirk Links and 
Steve Templeton, were 
thrilled when they end-
ed the Indians' winning 
streak, defeating them 
70-66. However, next 
year in the 1970 section-
al, Crawfordsville lost to 
Waynetown, coached by 
former Linden standout 
Fred Johnson, 74-69 in 
the final game.... the ups 
and downs of basketball!!!

- John "Butch" Dale is a 
retired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been the 
librarian at Darlington the 
past 32 years, and is a well-
known artist and author of 
local history.

Photo courtesy of Butch Dale
Varsity Basketball Team Left to Right: Jim Krout, Tom 
Burns, Larry Grimes, Randy Frederick, Joe Pierce, 
Kelly Cochran, Roger Elledge, Bill Terry, Jim Zach, Jim 
Peacock, Ted Lynch, Dan Sommers, Tom Hall. Center: 
Manager Ron Fyffe, Coach Dick Haslam, Manager Bill 
Burkett.
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