
One favor-
ite holiday 
tradition 
across the 
U.S. is 
Christmas 
cookie baking 
and decorat-
ing, some-
thing we’ll 
do here in 
another two 
weeks. A 
small crowd 
of kids will 
gather in the 
kitchen to cut 
out 200 sugar 
cookies in 

all shapes and sizes. Once the 
cookies are cooled, we’ll ice and 
decorate with a mélange of mini 
M&Ms, Red Hots, sprinkles of 
all types, colored sugars, tiny 
confection stars and snowmen 
or silver sparkles. Mothers, 
grandmothers and aunts handed 
down this tradition, the only 
sanctioned contribution we kids 
could make, mostly likely to 
preserve their sanity.

Growing up, mothers and 
aunts sweated over vats of sugar 
and butter rendered into toffee 
topped with milk chocolate and 
nuts, followed by Rice Krispie 
treats covered in chocolate and 
butterscotch chips, thumbprints 
cookies filled with jam, swirly 
butter cookies with jaw-cracking 
silver balls, church windows 
made with chocolate, coconut 
and colored marshmallows, 
haystacks made from chocolate 
chips, nuts and “chow mein 
noodles,” peanut butter kiss 
cookies, seven layer bars, divin-
ity, fudges, you name it.

November and December 
are feasting months for many 
households in the U.S. One 
imagines that similar seasons 
occur during Ramadan, Diwali, 
Passover and the Chinese New 
Year, among other cultural 
celebrations. Countertops disap-
pear under platters and pans of 
meats, casseroles, salads, bread, 
nuts, fruits and candies, most 
of which will be divvied up or 
packed back into car trunks by 
overstuffed adults waddling 
uncomfortably around the dining 
room and kitchen, unless it’s 
thrown away.

One hates to think how many 
of those dishes and sweets 
ended up in thick black bags 
mingled with wrapping paper 
and disposable plates. Outside 
the bags, many foods would be 
compostable, rich fodder for 
anyone’s flower or vegetable 
gardens, while the meat might 
be a nice treat for the dogs and 

What’s that 
old saying, 
don’t ask a 
question if 
you don’t 
want to know 
the answer?

Truth to 
tell, I was 
more than 
pleasantly 
surprised at 

the volume of responses. A lot 
of you took the time to share 
your thoughts and ideas to two 
questions we asked: How often 
do you want your edition of 
Montgomery County’s favorite 
and are you willing to pay a bit 
more for it.

Heck, some of you even 
wrote back more than once with 
ideas.

Thank you so much! Like I’ve 
said in this space before, this 
paper has the smartest, kindest 
and best readers anywhere!

The results weren’t exactly 
what I was hoping for.

Although the answers ranged 
from every day to once a week, 
the majority came in at two or 
three times a week.

And on the price, almost ev-
eryone said a higher price would 
be OK.

So beginning at the end of this 
month, we are going to come 
out three days a week – Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday. On 
the price, we are not going to 
change the $42 annual subscrip-
tion, however, that is a price 
increase since we’ll have fewer 
editions. We will continue to 
bill on a pro-rated basis so that 
all of our subscriptions expire 
Dec. 31.

And we are not making any 
changes to our Print Edition 
schedule. It will still come out 
on Wednesdays, although we 
are going to bump up that price 
from $79 a year to $89.

For me, a newspaper guy, 
not putting out The Paper every 
day has a lot of mixed emotions. 
On one hand – the biggest hand 
– a wonderful boss decades 
ago taught me to listen to the 
customer. She said they may 
not always be right, but they 
should always be listened to and 
respected. Gail Hamilton was 
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 TODAY’S VERSE

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Anthony Fisher
for subscribing!

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

People who call our community their own.

 THINGS You 
Should Know:

WEDNESDAY
December 13, 2023

1The Paper has an immedi-
ate opening for someone 
who is good with comput-

ers and creative to help build 
our daily pages. The job pays 
between $12 and $15 an 
hour, depending on experi-
ence. If interested, please 
send resume to ttimmons@
thepaper24-7.com.

2It was love at first sight 
when a deer made a 
romantic Christmas pass 

at an ornamental doe in the 
front yard of a Camp Nelson, CA 
home recently. The statuesque 
female of the species didn’t have 
a chance when the would-be boy-
friend sought to get passionate. 
His embrace resulted in consid-
erable damage to the figurine 
and it was all caught on tape 
thanks to a security camera. 

 INSIDE 
TODAY’S 
EDITION

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be 
the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abun-

dant mercy hath begotten 
us again unto a lively 

hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the 

dead.
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One or two sugary drinks a day 
can increase your risk of developing 

diabetes by 25 percent.
Today’s health tip was brought to 

you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The 

Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

 TODAY’S JOKE
How do sheep in Mexico say Merry 
Christmas? Fleece Navidad!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I will honor Christmas in my 

heart, and try to keep it all the year.”
-Charles Dickens

 OBITUARIES
John William Brierley, Jr

Hey Montgomery County, meet 
Diamond! She is a 2-year-old female 
who will be fixed by the time you 
adopt her. She has a sweet tempera-
ment, is well-mannered, and interacts 
very well with other cats. She simply 
needs a home where she will be 
treated like the 'gem' she is! Inter-
ested? She’s currently at the Animal 
Welfare League and you can apply to 
be her forever home at www.mcawl.
com, or go there in person to 1104 
Bif Four Arch Rd. in Crawfordsville.

The League of Women 
Voters, open to men 
as well as women, 
is a nonpartisan, 
multi-issue political 
organization 
that encourages 
informed and active 
participation in 
government.  For 
information about 
the Montgomery 
County LWV, visit: 
www.lwvmontcoin.
org or message to 
LWV, PO Box 101, 
Crawfordsville, 
Indiana 47933.

TIM 
TIMMONS
Two Cents

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:59 a.m. 
SET: 5:24 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 42 °F
Low: 25 °F

Today is...
• National Cocoa Day
• National Day of the 

Horse
• National Violin Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 2003 Saddam Hussein 
Captured. Saddam Hus-

sein, the fifth president of 
Iraq, was found hiding in 
a camouflaged hole in the 
ground and was captured 
by American forces near 

Tikrit, Iraq. 
• 1972 Last human land-
ing on the Moon. Apollo 
17 was the last mission of 
the United States' Apollo 
lunar landing program. It 
was also the sixth and the 
last time humans landed 

on the Moon.
• 1795 Meteorite crash-
es into Wold Newton in 
Yorkshire, England.. 

Major Edward Topham 
owned the land where the 
meteorite crashed. He ex-
hibited it later, and today 
it is in the Natural History 

Museum in London.
 

Births On This Day
• 1902 Talcott Parsons
American sociologist

• 1818 Mary Todd Lin-
coln

American wife of Abra-
ham Lincoln, 17th First 

Lady of the United States

Deaths On This Day
• 1944 Wassily Kandin-

sky
Russian/French painter
• 1784 Samuel Johnson
English author, lexicog-

rapher

 MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Community Forum:
Mayor Barton will be hosting his December Community Forum on Thurs-
day, THURSDAY from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the Mayor’s Office. This will be 
the Mayor’s 127th community forum. This event is open to the public to 
come ask questions, discuss concerns, and learn more about anything 
regarding the city.

Brought to you by:

12
DAYSUNTIL CHRISTMAS

Photo courtesy of United Way in Montgomery County
Michele Hunley (2023 campaign chair), Kayla Bretney (UWMC 
board member), Dr. Kathy Steele (2022 campaign chair)

2023 United Way In MoCo Campaign
Every year when the calendar 

flips to December, United Way 
in Montgomery County begins 
to wrap up their annual cam-
paign. This fundraising drive is 
a way for us to rally together 
to financially support the daily 
operations of over 19 non-profit 
agencies that serve this commu-
nity.

Because this campaign 
depends on the generosity of 
local donors, it is imperative to 
understand the need right here 
in Montgomery County. We 

face some serious challenges in 
our community. Food insecurity 
is becoming one of the largest. 
In 2022, Grace & Mercy Food 
Pantry served an average of 
890 families per month; this 
year they are averaging close to 
1,300! Substance abuse contin-
ues to plague our county. Our 
Recovery Coalition Rec Center 
saw a 275% increase in 2023 of 
those striving to maintain their 
sobriety. Montgomery County 

See UNITED Page A6

You Talked, We Listened, 
Are Changes Coming

See TIM Page A6

Food Waste 
VS. Food Need

See LWV Page A6
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WASH ‘N GO
Laundry

No Coins? No Problem!

Open 7 Days a Week • 7am - 10pm
Including Holidays

You can now pay by 

phone or credit card!

Easy & 
Convenient

 OBITUARIES
John William Brierley, Jr 

September 23, 1950, Saturday, December 9, 2023
John William Brierley Jr, age 73 

of Crawfordsville, passed away on 
December 9, 2023. He was born in 
Danville, Illinois on September 23, 
1950 to the late John William and 
Georgia Elizabeth (Rison) Brierley.

John graduated from Georgetown 
High School and received an associ-
ates degree in auto diesel mechanics 
from Danville Junior College. John 
married the love of his life, Patricia 
Karen McMahon, on October 7, 1989. He worked at 
Wabash College as a custodian for 27 years. John had 
a passion for music and enjoyed going to concerts. Al-
though he was a simple man, he enjoyed helping people, 
especially while working at Wabash.

He is survived by his wife of 34 years; two children, 
Heather Brierley and John R. Brierley; two stepchildren, 
Kevin Blue and Crista Blue White; seven grandchildren; 
7 great-grandchildren; and two siblings, Wanda Schmidt 
and James Brierley

He was preceded in death by his parents and siblings, 
Yvonne Sherman, Paul Brierley, and Mary Anne Brier-
ley

A visitation will be held at Sanders Priebe Funeral 
Care, 315 S. Washington Street in Crawfordsville on 
Thursday, December 14, 2023 from 5:00 pm until 7:00 
pm. A visitation will be held at The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1086 N 125 W in Craw-
fordsville on Friday, December 15, 2023 from 12:00 pm 
until the time of funeral services at 1:00 pm. Burial will 
follow at Oak Hill Cemetery. Sanders Priebe Funeral 
Care is entrusted with care. Share memories and condo-
lences online at www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

Indiana’s next legislative session to begin Jan. 8 at Statehouse

Montgomery County Lawmakers Encourage 
Constituents To Take 2024 Issue Survey

With Indiana's law-
makers set to return to 
the Statehouse on Jan. 8 
for the start of the 2024 
legislative session, Mont-
gomery County legislators 
released online surveys to 
gather constituents' feed-
back on important issues.

To get started on the 
survey, lawmakers ask 
Hoosiers to visit their state 
representative's webpage 
at one of the following 
links and click on the 
red "Take My Survey" 
button:  

• State Rep. Beau 
Baird, House District 44, 
in.gov/h44;

• State Rep. Mark 
Genda, House District 41, 
in.gov/h41; or

• State Rep. Sharon 

Negele, House District 
13, in.gov/h13.

"It's always beneficial 
to hear from Hoosiers in 
my district on the topics 
that are most important to 
them," Baird said. "I hope 
they find my survey to be 
a valuable tool to easily 
share their thoughts ahead 
of the legislative session."

To complete online 
surveys, constituents must 
be a resident of the district 
and submit it by the Dec. 
31 deadline. Constituents 
can check which House 
district they reside in by 
visiting the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly's website 
at iga.in.gov, clicking on 
"Find Your Legislator" 
on the homepage and 
entering a home address. 

Constituents can also 
expect to receive or may 
have already received a 
copy of their state repre-
sentative's survey mailer 
in their mailbox.

"As I prepare for the 
upcoming legislative 
session, it helps to know 
what Hoosiers consider 
to be the most important 
topics to focus on," Genda 
said. "Taking my survey, 
and following session in 
person or online are great 
ways to stay engaged."

The 2024 legislative 
session begins Jan. 8 and 
must conclude by March 
14. Hoosiers can stay 
informed and engaged by 
visiting iga.in.gov, where 
they can watch session 
and committee meetings, 

read proposed bills, and 
view calendars and agen-
das.

"I'm eager for those 
I represent at the State-
house to weigh in with 
their feedback," Negele 
said. "Please visit my 
website today and share 
your thoughts or be on 
the lookout for my mailed 
survey to complete. Your 
responses matter and I 
value your input.”

To stay updated during 
the legislative session, 
Hoosiers can sign up for 
their legislator's email 
newsletter by visiting 
IndianaHouseRepublicans.
com and entering their 
email address under "Sub-
scribe to eNews" or by 
calling 317-232-9600.

 Meeting Notes

Montgomery County 
Redevelopment 
Commission Meeting

Wednesday, December 
13, 2023

1:00 pm
Montgomery County 

Government Center
1580 Constitution Row 

– Suite E
Crawfordsville, IN 

47933
In person & Via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402381480?p-
wd=R01nNDRnUzNk-
MGRFaVJGM0pNMGRP-
dz09

Meeting ID: 864 0238 
1480 Passcode: 103700

Call to Order by Chair-
man Ron Dickerson

Consideration of Min-
utes

November 8, 2023
Public Hearing Re: 

Amending Declaratory 

Resolutions and Origi-
nal Allocation Area, the 
Nucor Towers Allocation 
Area, the Nucor Coatings 
Allocation Area and the 
Nucor 2023 Allocation 
Area

Resolution 2023-5 
Resolution Confirming the 
Resolutions of the Mont-
gomery Redevelopment 
Commission Adopted on 
November 8, 2023

New Business
RQAW/DCCM – Nucor 

Road & Comfort Drive 
Intersection Improvement

Staff Reports
Approve Claims
Other Business
Adjournment
**Wednesday, January 

10, 2024 1:00 Regular 
Meeting**

I’m the KEY to your new home! 
If you are ready to find yours or know 

someone who is, give me a call. 
I can’t wait to hear from you!

I WANT TO BE YOUR
GO-TO AGENT!

CLARK DALE
www.exprealty.com
PHONE: (765) 918-1773

Holiday Hours
Open Mon thru Sat 

9 am - 5 pm

111 S Washington Street
Crawfordsville

(765) 362-0603

Creek Jewelers

Sparkle
Christmas

Your 
Hometown 
Jewelers

Butch Buys 
Old Firearms
Retired Sheriff and Licensed FFL

I will buy your old guns: Winchester, Colt, H&R, Ruger, 
Savage, Browning, Smith & Wesson, Marlin, & others

Call me anytime for a free estimate !!
John “Butch” Dale   (765) 404-1354

thepaper
find it here!

765.361.0100THE PAPER
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 Meeting Notes

Annual Notice of Public 
Meeting—2024 Historic 
Preservation Commission

Notice is hereby given 
that the Historic Preser-
vation Commission of the 
City of Crawfordsville 
will meet on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Com-
mon Council Chambers of 
the Municipal Building, 
300 East Pike Street, 
Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
Meetings are subject to 
rescheduling and special 
meetings may be sched-
uled as necessary. The 
regular scheduled meet-
ings will be as follows:

• January 24, 2024
• February 28, 2024
• March 27, 2024
• April 24, 2024

• May 22, 2024
• June 26, 2024
• July 24, 2024
• August 28, 2024
• September 25, 2024
• October 23, 2024
• November 27, 2024
• December 25, 2024
Department of Planning 

& Building Services City 
of Crawfordsville

300 E. Pike Street 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933

765.364.5152 p.
765.364.5177 f.
Notice Date: December 

5, 2023
If you have any 

questions, please call 
Mayor Barton’s office 
at 765-364-5160. Also, 

in accordance with the 
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act, if anyone wishes 
to attend, hear or speak 
at the public meeting 
and needs reasonable 
accommodation, please 
contact the Crawfordsville 
Department of Planning 
& Building Services so 
accommodation can be 
made. The Department 
may be contacted at 300 
East Pike Street, Craw-
fordsville, Indiana 47933, 
Fax No. 765-364-5177, 
Telephone No. 765-364-
5152. Brandy Allen, City 
of Crawfordsville ADA 
Coordinator; ballen@
crawfordsville-in.gov.

Annual Notice Of Public Meeting—2024 Plan Commission
Notice is hereby given 

that the Plan Commission 
of the City of Crawfords-
ville will meet on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 
5:00 p.m. in the Common 
Council Chambers of 
the Municipal Building, 
300 East Pike Street, 
Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
Meetings are subject to 
rescheduling and special 
meetings may be sched-
uled as necessary. The 
regular scheduled meet-
ings will be as follows on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month:

• January 16, 2024
• February 20, 2024
• March 19, 2024

• April 16, 2024
• May 21, 2024
• June 18, 2024
• July 16, 2024
• August 20, 2024
• September 17, 2024
• October 15, 2024
• November 19, 2024
• December 17, 2024
Department of Planning 

& Building Services City 
of Crawfordsville

300 E. Pike Street 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933

765.364.5152 p.
765.364.5177 f.
Notice Date: December 

5, 2023
If you have any ques-

tions, please call Mayor 
Barton’s office at 765-364-

5160. Also, in accordance 
with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, if anyone 
wishes to attend, hear or 
speak at the public meet-
ing and needs reasonable 
accommodation, please 
contact the Crawfordsville 
Department of Planning 
& Building Services so 
accommodation can be 
made. The Department 
may be contacted at 300 
East Pike Street, Craw-
fordsville, Indiana 47933, 
Fax No. 765-364-5177, 
Telephone No. 765-364-
5152. Brandy Allen, City 
of Crawfordsville ADA 
Coordinator; ballen@
crawfordsville-in.gov.

Annual Notice Of Public Meeting — 
2024 Redevelopment Commission

Notice is hereby given 
that the Redevelopment 
Commission of the City 
of Crawfordsville will 
meet on the third Tues-
day of each month at 
8:30 a.m. All meetings 
are held in the Common 
Council Chambers of 
the Municipal Building, 
300 East Pike Street, 
Floor Two, Crawfords-
ville, Indiana. Meetings 
are subject to reschedul-
ing and special meetings 
may be scheduled as 
necessary. The meeting 
dates are as follows un-
less notified otherwise:

• January 16, 2024
• February 20, 2024
• March 19, 2024
• April 16, 2024

• May 21, 2024
• June 18, 2024
• July 16, 2024
• August 20, 2024
• September 17, 2024
• October 15, 2024
• November 19, 2024
• December 17, 2024
Department of Plan-

ning & Building Ser-
vices City of Crawfords-
ville

300 E. Pike Street 
Crawfordsville, IN 
47933

765.364.5152 p.
765.364.5177 f.
Notice Date: Decem-

ber 5, 2023
If you have any 

questions, please call 
Mayor Barton’s office 
at 765-364-5160. Also, 

in accordance with the 
Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, if anyone 
wishes to attend, hear or 
speak at the public meet-
ing and needs reasonable 
accommodation, please 
contact the Crawfords-
ville Department of 
Planning & Building 
Services so accommo-
dation can be made. 
The Department may 
be contacted at 300 East 
Pike Street, Crawfords-
ville, Indiana 47933, 
Fax No. 765-364-5177, 
Telephone No. 765-364-
5152. Brandy Allen, 
City of Crawfordsville 
ADA Coordinator; bal-
len@crawfordsville-in.
gov.

Annual Notice Of Public Meeting — 
2024 Board of Zoning Appeals

Notice is hereby given 
that the Board of Zoning 
Appeals of the City of 
Crawfordsville will meet 
on the third Wednesday of 
each month at 7 o’clock 
P.M. in the Common 
Council Chambers of the 
Municipal Building, 300 
East Pike Street, Craw-
fordsville, Indiana.

Meetings are subject to 
rescheduling and special 
meetings may be scheduled 
as necessary. The regular 
scheduled meetings will 
be as follows on the third 
Wednesday of each month:

Notice Date: December 
5, 2023

Department of Planning 

& Building Services City 
of Crawfordsville

300 E. Pike Street 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933

765.364.5152 p.
765.364.5177 f.
• January 17, 2024
• February 21, 2024
• March 20, 2024
• April 17, 2024
• May 15, 2024
• June 19, 2024
• July 17, 2024
• August 21, 2024
• September 18, 2024
• October 16, 2024
• November 20, 2024
• December 18, 2024
If you have any ques-

tions, please call Mayor 
Barton’s office at 765-364-

5160. Also, in accordance 
with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, if anyone 
wishes to attend, hear or 
speak at the public meeting 
and needs reasonable 
accommodation, please 
contact the Crawfordsville 
Department of Planning 
& Building Services so 
accommodation can be 
made. The Department 
may be contacted at 300 
East Pike Street, Craw-
fordsville, Indiana 47933, 
Fax No. 765-364-5177, 
Telephone No. 765-364-
5152. Brandy Allen, City 
of Crawfordsville ADA 
Coordinator; ballen@
crawfordsville-in.gov.

SHARED
VALUES
AWARD

—9th Annual—

Nominate your favorite local non-profit!

$5,000 DONATION
1st Runner-up $2,500
2nd Runner-up $1,000

Pick up a form at any
HHSB location, or submit
your nomination online
at www.myhhsb.com.

The nomination period ends 12/31.

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease. 

 THE PAPER classi�eds.
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Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Deadlines for next-day publication:

Line ads: 1 p.m. l Display ads 11 a.m.

DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE PICK-

UP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduc-

tion 844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base 
Pay - .60 cpm w/ 
option to make .70 

cpm for Class A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers, Ex-

cellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.
boydandsons.com

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

Smart Home Installations? 
Geeks on Site will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras, 
Home Theater Systems & 

Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF 
coupon 42537! (Restrictions 

apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER IS-
SUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE 
diagnosis REMOTE-
LY 24/7 SERVICE 

DURING COVID19. 
No home visit necessary. 

$40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions ap-

ply. 888-715-8176

Never Pay For 
Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COV-

ERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF 2 FREE Months! 

1-855-408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Fam-
ily Law? Can’t Afford a 
$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 

Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271

2, 3, and 4 
Bedroom 

Rental Homes

Call Hooks 
(765) 918-8700

www.hookshomesindiana.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
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TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 
AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me, directed from the Clerk of 

the Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No. 54C01-2304-
MF-000350, wherein MCLP Asset Company, Inc. was Plaintiff, and William 
Bulan, Shannon Bulan, Midland Funding LLC, Cavalry SPV I LLC and Capital 
One Bank (USA), N.A. were Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as 
provided for in said Decree, with interest and cost, I will expose at public sale 
to the highest bidder on the 10th day of January, 2024, at the hour of 10:00 a.m., 
or as soon thereafter as is possible, at Sheriff’s Office at 600 Memorial Drive, 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933, the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in 
Montgomery County, Indiana.

Lot 2, as the same is known and designated on the recorded plat of Mt. Zion 
Courts Subdivision No. 1, as subdivision of Part of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 26, Township 19 North, Range 5 West, in Union 
Township, Montgomery County, Indiana, as the same appears of recorded in Deed 
Record 170 page 583 in the Recorder’s Office of said County.

More commonly known as: 1030 North Mount Zion Court, Crawfordsville, 
IN 47933

Parcel No. 54-06-26-443-020.000-024
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
“Subject to all liens, encumbrances and easements of record not otherwise 

extinguished in the proceedings known as Cause 54C01-2304-MF-000350 in the 
Circuit Court of the County of Montgomery, Indiana.”

Attorney for Plaintiff: J. Dustin Smith
ATTORNEY NO. 29493-06
Manley Deas Kochalski LLC
P.O. Box 165028	 Union Township
Columbus OH  43216-5028
Sheriff of Montgomery County
Union Township
1030 North Mount Zion Court
Street Address

The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street 
address published herein.
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TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 
AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk 

of Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No.  54D01-2306-
MF-000544 wherein U.S. Bank National Association was Plaintiff, and Serena 
V. Smith and Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority were 
Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with 
interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder, on the 10th day 
of January, 2024, at the hour of 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as is possible, at 
600 Memorial Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933, the fee simple of the whole body 
of Real Estate in Montgomery County, Indiana. 

Lot Numbered 12, as the same is known and designated on the recorded 
Plat of Daseke’s South Side Addition to the City of Crawfordsville, in 
Montgomery County, Indiana, as the same appears of record in Deed Record 161 
page 487 in the Recorder’s Office of said County.

More commonly known as: 1511 Southside Dr, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Parcel No. : 54-10-05-443-109.000-030
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws. 
The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street 

addressed published herein 
S. Brent Potter		                                               Sheriff of Montgomery County
10900-49
Doyle & Fouty, P.C.
41 E Wsahintgon Street
Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46204	                                   Union Township
			                         1511 Southside Dr, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
			   Street Address

The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuaracy of the street 
addressed published herein

SERVICE DIRECTED TO: 
Serena V. Smith
1511 Southside Dr
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
MANNER OF SERVICE: Sheriff
David Stewart
30 S. Meridian Street, Suite 900
Indianapolis, IN 46204
MANNER OF SERVICE: Certified Mail

NOTICE
DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR
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TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 
AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk 

of Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No.  54D01-2306-
MF-000486 wherein U.S. Bank National Association was Plaintiff, and Jeffrey 
R. Radcliff, was Defendant, requiring me to make the sum as provided for in said 
Decree with interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder, on 
the 10th day of January, 2024, at the hour of 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as is 
possible, at 600 Memorial Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933, the fee simple of the 
whole body of Real Estate in Montgomery County, Indiana. 

A Part of the West half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 16, Township 20 
North, Range 4 West, in Madison Township, Montgomery County, Indiana, more 
particularly described as follows: Beginning at a county referenced bolt spike 
marking the Southwest corner of said West half and thence North 00 degrees 11 
minutes 16 seconds West (astronomic bearing/basis of bearings) along the West 
line of said West half for a distance of 220.00 feet to a 5/8” x 24” capped rebar 
stamped D. Deckard P.L.S. SO #273 (hereinafter referred to as Deckard rebar) 
thence leaving said West line and running South 87 degrees 20 minutes and 07 
seconds East for a distance of 223.02 feet to a point witnessed by a Deckard rebar 
1.50 feet South 87 degrees 20 minutes 07 seconds East; thence south 00 degrees 
48 minutes 27 seconds East for a distance of 208.22 feet to a point on the South 
line of said West half and in the approximate center line of County Road 900 
North; thence south 89 degrees 38 minutes 05 seconds West with said South line 
and approximate center line for a distance of 225.00 feet to the place of beginning. 
Subject to a 20 foot wide easement for the purpose of ingress and egress off of and 
from the entire Westerly and Northerly Boundaries of the above described tract, 
subject to a right of way for County Road 900 North along the Entire Southerly 
boundary of the above described tract and together with and subject to all other 
right of way, covenants, easements and restrictions of record.

More commonly known as: 1540 E 900 N, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Parcel No. : 54-02-16-400-012.001-016
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws. 
Nathan A. Dewan                                          Sheriff of Montgomery County
35006-82
Doyle & Fouty, P.C.
41 E Washintgon Street
Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46204	                                   Madison Township
			                         1540 E 900 N, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
			   Street Address

The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuaracy of the street 
addressed published herein

SERVICE DIRECTED TO: 
Jeffrey R. Radcliff
1540 E 900 N
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
MANNER OF SERVICE: Sheriff

NOTICE
DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR
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NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me, directed from the Clerk of 

Montgomery Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No. 54C01-
2212-MF-001099, wherein Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC was Plaintiff, and 
Stacia L. Hiller and PNC Mortgage, a division of PNC Bank, National Association 
were Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree, 
with interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder on the 
10th day of January, 2024,, at the hour of 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as is 
possible, at 600 Memorial Drive, Crawfordsville, IN  47933, the fee simple of the 
whole body of Real Estate in Montgomery County, Indiana.

PART OF THE WEST HALF OF LOT NUMBERED SEVEN (7) 
AS THE SAME IS KNOWN AND DESIGNATED ON THE ORIGINAL 
PLAT OF THE TOWN OF LONGVIEW, NOW A PART OF THE CITY OF 
CRAWFORDSVILLE, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:BEGINNING AT A POINT 
50 FEET SOUTH OF THE NORTH WEST CORNER OF SAID LOT AND 
RUNNING THENCE EAST 150 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO A POINT IN 
THE EAST LINE OF THE WEST HALF OF SAID LOT; THENCE SOUTH 
ALONG THE EAST LINE OF WEST HALF OF SAID LOT 50 FEET; THENCE 
WEST 150 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO A POINT TO THE WEST LINE OF 
SAID LOT; THENCE NORTH 50 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING, IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, INDIANA.

More commonly known as 204 S Barr St, Crawfordsville, IN 47933-2303
Parcel No. 54-07-31-334-098.000-030
Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
/s/ Matthew S. Love
MATTHEW S. LOVE, Plaintiff Attorney 
Attorney # 18762-29 
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C.
8415 Allison Pointe Blvd., Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 237-2727 	
Ryan Needham, Sheriff  
Union Township 
The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street 

address published herein. 
NOTICE

FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR.
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TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 
AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk 

of Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No.  54D01-2305-
MF-000444 wherein MidFirst Bank was Plaintiff, and The Unknown Heirs at Law 
of Sandra Huddleson, Deceased were Defendants, requiring me to make the sum 
as provided for in said Decree with interest and cost, I will expose at public sale 
to the highest bidder, on the 10th day of January, 2024, at the hour of 10:00 A.M. 
or as soon thereafter as is possible, at 600 Memorial Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 
47933, the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Montgomery County, 
Indiana. 

Lot Numbered Twenty-four (24) in Block Numbered Twenty-seven (27), 
except the East 75 feet thereof, as the same is known and designated on the 
recorded Plat of Israel T. Canby’s Addition to the City of Crawfordsville, in 
Montgomery County, Indiana.

More commonly known as: 418 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Parcel No. : 54-10-05-222-091.000-030
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws. 
Scott A. Hale                                                Sheriff of Montgomery County
35534-64
Doyle & Fouty, P.C.
41 E Washintgon Street
Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46204	                                   Union Township
			                      418 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
			   Street Address

The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuaracy of the street 
addressed published herein

SERVICE DIRECTED TO: 
Occupant(s) of 418 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
418 S Washington St
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
MANNER OF SERVICE: Sheriff

NOTICE
DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR
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Indiana’s next casino 
— borne in an unsavory 
deal that’s already resulted 
in one guilty plea — is 
expected to open in spring 
2024, according to the 
Indiana Gaming Commis-
sion.

Construction is on track 
for an early April debut, 
Deputy Director Jenny 
Reske said Monday — al-
though an associated hotel 
will open later.

“We’ve made sure 
that we facilitated all of 
the things they needed to 
do on the timeline they 
needed,” Reske said. 
“We never want to be the 
reason to hold up a casino 
from opening. Things are 
moving right along.”

The commission, which 
regulates Indiana’s gam-
bling industry, remains 
under two U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice subpoenas. 
Governments use subpoe-
nas to compel recipients to 
give testimony or produce 
evidence, with penalties 

if the recipients fail to 
comply.

“We will continue to 
cooperate,” Reske said. 
“We very much admire the 
Department of Justice and 
the things they’re doing … 
to fight public corruption 
and will continue to be as 
supportive as we can.”

Indiana’s industry has 
been rocked by recent 
scandals. One 2016 
campaign finance scheme 
involved casino money and 
two former lawmakers: 
Brent Waltz and John Kee-
ler. They were sentenced 
in 2022, although Waltz 
has since asked to overturn 
the sentence.

Another former lawmak-
er, Sean Eberhart, pleaded 
guilty last month in a 
quid pro quo: legislation 
favoring Spectacle Enter-
tainment’s efforts to build 
casinos in Terre Haute and 
Gary, in exchange for a 
lucrative job and equity.

In reaction to Eberhart’s 
plea, legislative leaders 
have called off gambling 
expansions for at least the 
next session. The indus-

try has for several years 
sought to legalize internet 
gambling.

Reske said the agency 
wasn’t preparing for im-
minent passage — in line 
with lawmakers’ public 
ban — but was familiar-
izing itself with the topic 
to avoid being caught off 
guard.

“We’ll continue to 
develop expertise on this. 
We’re regulatory profes-
sionals; we understand 
that we sometimes need 
to rise to the challenge of 
new legislation,” Reske 
said. “… So we’ll continue 
to focus on learning, on 
being up to the task, if the 
legislation does pass.”

- Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle maintains edi-
torial independence. Follow 
Indiana Capital Chronicle on 
facebook.com/IndianaCapi-
talChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle
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5 Simple Holiday Hosting Hacks
(Family Features) Enter-

taining friends and loved 
ones during the holidays 
offers an opportunity to 
slow down from the hustle 
and bustle of the holiday 
season and make lasting 
memories. The key is get-
ting ahead of hosting du-
ties so you can be present 
with family and friends.

***
Make this season's hol-

iday hosting effortless and 
enjoyable with these tips:

1. Stick with a simple 
menu. There's no need to 
create an elaborate menu 
with complex dishes that 
take hours to prepare. 
Instead, build your menu 
around easy crowd-pleas-
ers. Save the experiment-
ing with new recipes and 
ingredients for another 
time when you're less 
likely to feel the pressure. 
Be sure to consider your 
guests' likes and dislikes 
and be conscious of poten-
tial dietary restrictions.

2. Serve beverages with 
festive flair. A beverage 
station is a fun and unex-
pected way to infuse some 
extra holiday cheer into 
your event. Offer cozy 
options like hot chocolate 
and coffee, along with an 
array of seasonal mix-ins 
and flavors. Convenient 
and tasty options to have 
on-hand for the holidays 
are Starbucks creamers, 
featuring flavors inspired 
by cafe beverages like 
Caramel Macchiato, White 
Chocolate Mocha and 
Cinnamon Dolce Latte, all 
which are now available 
in limited-time red holiday 
packaging online and at 
your local grocery store.

Give your guests some 
festive drink inspiration to 
start with, such as this de-
licious holiday-themed rec-
ipe for Iced Gingerbread 
Caramel Coffee that is 
sure to become a favorite. 
For added fun, provide an 
array of toppings such as 
marshmallows, peppermint 
sticks and chocolate can-
dies wrapped in colorful 
holiday wrappers. 

3. Plan for entertain-
ment. When a well-ac-
quainted group gathers, 
the party has a way of 
taking on a life of its own. 
In case of a slow start, 
or if you're entertaining 
different groups of friends 
who don't know each 
other well, it's a good idea 
to prepare some options 
to get guests mingling 
and engaged. A playlist 
of holiday music creates 
a festive atmosphere and 
planning a few interactive 
games ahead of time can 
help break the ice.

4. Pace your prepara-
tions. Make a conscious 
effort to spread your 
party prep over the days 
and weeks leading up to 
your event. Saving all the 
cooking and cleaning until 
the day of the party only 
leaves hosts exhausted 
before guests even arrive. 
Instead, make a list of 
everything you need to ac-
complish around the house 
and tackle a few chores 
each night. Do your shop-
ping a few days ahead so 
ingredients are still fresh 
but you aren't left scram-
bling. Prepare any dishes 
that can be refrigerated or 
frozen ahead of time.

5. Anticipate guests' 

needs. The secret to great 
hosting isn't really a secret 
at all; it's simply mak-
ing sure your guests feel 
welcome and comfortable. 
Providing a secure spot 
for coats and handbags, 
offering a drink when they 
arrive and making sure 
they can find essentials like 
the restroom may seem 
obvious, but they're easily 
overlooked basics. If you 
worry you'll be too busy 
in the kitchen putting the 
finishing touches on the 
meal, recruit a friend or 
family member to act in 
your place.

Find more inspiration 
and other holiday-worthy 
recipes at athome.star-
bucks.com.

***
Iced Gingerbread Car-

amel Coffee
Prep time: 3 minutes
Yield: 16 ounces
Drink:
1 cup ice
4 tablespoons Starbucks 

Gingerbread Naturally 
Flavored Ground Coffee 
for double strength

6 ounces water
1 ounce Starbucks Car-

amel Macchiato Flavored 
Creamer

Toppings:
whipped cream 
homemade or store-

bought caramel sauce 
1 pinch nutmeg
Place ice in 16-ounce 

glass. 
Brew gingerbread coffee 

with water and pour into 
glass. 

Add caramel creamer. 
Stir.

Top with whipped 
cream, drizzle of caramel 
sauce and nutmeg.

Give The Gift Of Better 
Mornings This Holiday Season

(StatePoint) The holi-
day season is the perfect 
time to show your friends 
and family you care 
about their well-being. 
And what better way to 
do that than with the gift 
of better mornings? From 
stay-at-home parents to 
nine-to-fivers, here are 
three gift ideas that will 
improve the early hours 
of their day.

1. Rise and shine: A 
morning is only as good 
as the night of sleep that 
preceded it. With a Re-
store device from Hatch, 
included wind down 
routines, soothing music, 
guided sleep exercises 
and sleep stories and 
sounds, can make falling 
and staying asleep easier 
at night. In the morning, 
an alarm light with 22 
different colors makes 
for a gentler, individual-
ized wake-up call, setting 
the tone for a peaceful 
and productive day.

2. The perfect cup of 
coffee: Those who like to 
linger over their morning 
cup of joe, or those who 

easily get distracted mid-
cup by work tasks, meet-
ings or parenting duties, 
know all too well that a 
great cup of coffee can 
lose its steam by the time 
it’s able to be enjoyed. 
Now, there is a solu-
tion for keeping one’s 
favorite hot beverage 
the perfect temperature 
-- from first sip to last. 
Nextmug, a ceramic, 
temperature-controlled, 
self-heating mug, main-
tains an individual’s 
beverage at their ideal 
temperature for hours. 
This eliminates trips to 
the microwave to reheat 
cold coffee, and means 
that whether one is stuck 
in an in-person meeting 
or a video call, their bev-
erage will stay the right 
temperature the entire 
time. With three settings, 
Warm (130 degrees), Hot 
(140 degrees) and Piping 
(150 degrees), there is 
room to customize one’s 
drink and enjoy it for 
hours. Ideal for home, 
the office or the home 
office, you can brighten 

and improve mornings, 
wherever they take place. 
To learn more, visit nex-
tmug.com.

3. Jazz up the shower: 
Take shower time to new 
heights by letting your 
loved one bring their 
favorite audio entertain-
ment in there with them, 
be it an intellectually 
stimulating podcast that 
broadens their horizons 
or their favorite pop 
tunes. For students, this 
gift could even improve 
their academic success. 
With so many textbooks 
now available as audio 
recordings, shower time 
can become an opportu-
nity to creatively squeeze 
in a study session and 
brush up on the latest 
material. Just make sure 
the speaker is listed as 
safe for the shower and 
that it can be hung or 
mounted easily.

This holiday season, 
brighten your loved ones’ 
year ahead with gifts that 
make mornings easier, 
and more joyful and 
productive.

Terre Haute Casino Set For 
Spring Opening, Regulators Say
Indiana Gaming Commission continues to cooperate with federal subpoenas
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cats. Inside the bags, the 
food decomposes in a 
landfill gas, most of which 
is methane, a powerful 
greenhouse gas “with a 
lifetime of about a decade 
and Global Warming 
Potential about 80 times 
greater than carbon 
dioxide during the first 20 
years after it is released 
into the atmosphere,” 
according to the Inter-
governmental Panel on 
Climate Change.

Methane is the cause 
of about one-third of the 
change in the warming of 
the Earth’s atmosphere. 
14 percent of methane 
comes from landfill gases, 
32 percent from natu-
ral gas and petroleum, 
27 percent from enteric 
fermentation – by-prod-
ucts of meat production, 
9 percent from manure 
management, and the rest 
from sources such as other 
landfills, coal mining and 
various sources, accord-
ing to the EPA. In short, 
putting food into the trash 
instead of composting or 
consuming it contributes 
to climate change.

Not that we want to 
keep eating beyond what 
is reasonable. Most of us 
prefer not to pack on the 
extra pounds. How, then, 
should we prepare for 
holiday feasts, especial-
ly considering a healthy 
body and a healthy planet, 
and also being conscious 
of our food-insecure com-
munity members?

Lest you’ve not read the 
recent numbers, Feeding 
America reported last year 
that about 10.8 percent of 
Hoosiers lacked enough 
access at times in their 
lives for an active, healthy 
lifestyle. This means that 
adults skipped meals or 
ate highly processed foods 
where the essential nat-
ural nutrients have been 
cooked off or destroyed 
by chemical preservatives 
such as shelf stabilizers 
and artificial flavorings 
and colorings. Many con-
venience foods have been 
designed in laboratories to 
compel overconsumption, 
tricking the body’s innate 
messaging system to stop 
eating.

Plenty of ink has been 
spent documenting the 
interconnected food 
crises in the U.S. from 
food insecurity to obe-
sity. Presently, about 
38 percent of Hoosiers, 
nearly two of five, have 
high BMI’s (body mass 
index) – the measure-
ment of obesity – putting 
them at greater risk of 
stroke, heart disease, 
type-2 diabetes and certain 
cancers, the Centers for 
Disease Control reports. 
Much of this isn’t because 
Americans eat like every 
day is a holiday. It’s that 
food-insecure people, 
usually those with lower 
education and income 
levels rely on Dollar Store 
and food bank grocery 
sources, which usually 
have shelf-stabilized food, 
which in turn has higher 
amounts of preservatives. 
Shelf stability comes from 
processing food so that 
companies don’t have to 
throw away as much and 
lose profits.

Here in the U.S., more 
food is highly processed, 
which increases waistlines 
for more of our popula-
tion. In a recent piece on 
MSN, reporter Sumathi 
Reddi noted that Amer-

icans who spend time in 
Europe return feeling that 
they’ve over-indulged on 
vacation, only to discover 
they’ve lost weight. While 
the factors are complex 
– European cities tend 
to be more walkable and 
markets are often smaller 
– European nations have 
more stringent regula-
tions about additives in 
food. The EU approves 
only 300 to 400 additives 
whereas the U.S. FDA 
has a list of more than 
3,000 approved additives. 
As a result, Americans 
take 57 percent of their 
calories from highly 
refined, ultra-processed 
starchy, sugary, salty 
foods, compared to 12 
percent by Europeans, 
even with their rich diets.

The good news seems 
to be that the body can 
handle some feasting, 
especially those hand-
made treats and dishes we 
associate with our favorite 
holiday. Nevertheless, we 
may want to reduce our 
food waste and consump-
tion, as well as share 
more for the holidays. It’s 
worth making a plan be-
forehand so we don’t end 
up like our forbearers, 
making all the food!

It’s fabulous to make 
less. Pick one dish and 
shine! Since everyone else 
is also bringing a dish, 
consider making an 8x8 
instead of a 9x13, or one 
dozen, in place of two.

Even better, find a way 
to share more! if you just 
love cutting out all those 
treats and decorating them 
with the kids, make them 
for people who won’t get 
a plate of cookies and 
candies this season. Check 
with local shelters, out-
reach ministries or food 
banks to find out if they’d 
like your contributions. 
That’s where our 200 
cookies are destined.

Waste wisely. Bring 
or set up a composting 
bucket and a feed bucket. 
Compost veggie casse-
roles, breads, fruit salads, 
even those cookies. If 
you know someone with 
chickens or goats, donate 
your leftovers to feed 
their farm animals. Share 
deboned meat with dogs 
and cats. Create signs 
asking your guests to sort 
and dispose of their food 
in the proper receptacle. 
Finally, if using dispos-
able serving ware, choose 
compostable plates, forks, 
knives, spoons and cups. 
They’re readily available 
at Walmart, Kroger and 
other stores.

Last but not least, 
consider what you could 
freeze and reheat for 
lunch meals at work. Pack 
up your individual meals 
and label them. They’ll be 
good for the next couple 
of weeks.

Giving is as much fun 
as getting, and giving 
yourself and others a 
wiser food experience will 
season your holidays with 
an extra dash of satisfac-
tion

-The League of Women 
Voters is a nonpartisan, 
multi-issue political orga-
nization which encourages 
informed and active par-
ticipation in government. 
For information about the 
League, visit the website 
www.lwvmontcoin.org; or, 
visit the League of Women 
Voters of Montgomery Coun-
ty, Indiana Facebook page.

continues to be a childcare 
desert. United Way funds 
support five daycares and 
preschools ensuring fami-
lies have access to a safe, 
educational environment. 
Affordable housing is 
extremely limited. Pam’s 
Promise, providing transi-
tional housing for women 
& children (the hardest 
affected by this challenge), 
routinely has all available 
spots filled with a waiting 
list. Overall, with 12% 
of our community living 
in poverty and 25% more 
not able to afford all 
their basic needs despite 
being employed, many of 
our friends, family, and 
neighbors need access and 
assistance from one or 
more of these agencies at 
some point.

The good news is that so 
many have already stepped 
forward to give. Our local 
industries, public ser-
vices, and businesses hold 
company campaigns to 
provide a way for employ-
ees to give through payroll 
deductions. Our very first 
such campaign was the 
Crawfordsville Commu-
nity School Corporation. 
They have been slowly 
growing over the past few 
years but decided to get 
creative and try to chal-
lenge themselves – literal-
ly! The goal was to grow 
participation by 40% over 
the previous year. The 
reward was the opportu-
nity to wear jeans to work 
anytime they desired all 
year long, not just on Fri-
days. That prompted much 

spirit, and the team in-
creased their participation 
by 127% and the funds 
raised increased by 72%! 
And there are many more 
examples: Acuity Brands 
and North Montgomery 
School Corporation each 
increased pledge amounts 
by 25%, Wabash College 
employees gave 21% more 
than last year, and Whites-
ville Mill Services had 
100% employee partici-
pation. We are extremely 
grateful for these efforts, 
and for all our company 
partnerships. Their shared 
commitment to this com-
munity is vital.

United Way in Mont-
gomery County is also 
so fortunate to have 
small businesses, local 
professionals, and many 
individuals who give to 
the campaign. This is so 
crucial and our biggest 
need this year. Our goal of 
$375,000 is within reach. 
With additional end of the 
year donations, we can flip 
the calendar to January 
with the assurance that 
our Montgomery County 
non-profit agencies are 
equipped with the resourc-
es they need to help our 
community address our 
challenges in 2024.

All gifts, regardless of 
size, make a difference. 
Donations can be sent 
to United Way in Mont-
gomery County, PO Box 
247, Crawfordsville, IN 
47933, with credit card 
at uwmontgomery.org 
or through Venmo (@
uwmontgomery).

wise beyond her years.
On the other hand 

though, I’m a guy who still 
struggles with not having a 
printed edition every day. 
I liked the ones that when 
you opened them up felt as 
wide as a ’57 Buick. I miss 
the Page 1 layouts that had 
a couple dozen stories with 
one giant headline across 
the top of the page.

That said, even I get 
most of my news now on 
an electronic screen.

Progress? Yeah, I guess.
So what can you expect 

with the new schedule? 
Well, some old and some 
new. On the new side, we 
are already working on 
adding more local content. 
I’ll hold off on what exact-
ly that means right now, 
but we think (and hope) 
you’ll like the new stuff 
and find value in it.

More than anything, we 
want to make The Paper 

an even more important 
part of your lives. We 
want to give you “news 
you can use” so that you 
don’t ever want to miss a 
day.

And lastly, we – and 
I’m at the top of this list – 
hope that you will continue 
to share your thoughts, 
ideas and reactions. Please 
do tell me if you like what 
you see with our new 
schedule – or not. We love 
the idea that we are a busi-
ness that does not make 
decisions in a vacuum and 
that you were kind enough 
to help us. You talk and 
we’ll keep listening.

-Two cents, which is about 
how much Timmons said his 
columns are worth, appears 
periodically in The Paper. 
Timmons is the publisher 
of The Paper and can be 
contacted at ttimmons@
thepaper24-7.com.
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