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Revelation 19:9 And they
overcame him by the blood

of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony; and

they loved not their lives
unto the death.
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The Paper appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

BRAD SHEPHERD
 for subscribing!

Make a grocery list and only buy what’s
on it.

 
Today’s health tip was brought to you by

Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to catch his
column each week in The Paper and

online at www.thepaper24-7. com

If you are heading toward
North Salem on State Road
236, the Indiana Department
of Transportation has some
news that will impact you.
There is a bridge being
replaced on 236 over Big
Walnut Creek near North
Salem. Beginning on or after
Friday, March 1, crews will
begin the demolition of the
existing bridge and building a
new one. Work is expected to
continue through late August.

THREE THINGS
You Should Know

U.S. Congresswoman Victoria Spartz recently delivered a
pretty straight message while speaking in Europe to the
Parliamentary Assembly Winter Meeting. "While our
European allies and President Biden have been consumed
by 'tough' talks and foolish energy policies, Russia and its
allies, China and Iran, are on the offensive with hybrid
warfare," Spartz said. "Criminals, dictators, and KGB
successors couldn't care less about grandiose statements
- only decisive actions matter. The free world better get its
act together soon. As a next step, we should put serious
sanctions on Russian oil and consider confiscating Russian
sovereign assets in response to the killing of Alexei
Navalny."
 
Lose your wallet in a swimming pool and it’s easy enough
to recover; drop it in the sea and you can kiss it goodbye.
Marcie Callawaert lives near Tofino, British Columbia a
town off the coast of Vancouver Island where she lost her
wallet some eight months ago. She combed the beach and
even snorkeled in search of it with no luck. And then, one
day recently, she went for a beachside walk and there it
was, mixed in with trash that had washed up on the beach.
"I knew right away. It stopped me right in my tracks." 
 
According to several published reports, GOP national
chair Ronna McDaniel is resigning after seven years at the
helm. She announced her decision after Donald Trump
endorsed a new slate of leaders. She said her departure
will come after Super Tuesday.
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See BUTCH  Page A6

BUTCH
DALE
Columnist

See LWV on Page A6

Notes found
scribbled on
the back of an
Adventures of
Dick Tracy Big
Little Book . . .
ARE WE really
headed toward
a Joe Biden-

February is on
track to be the
warmest ever,
and the
warmth can
mess with a
gardener’s
bones. Seed
catalogs are
pouring in, and

When I was a
high school
senior in
1966, there
were 35
students in
my graduating
class. Twenty
of us, nearly

60 percent, lived on farms.
The make-up of farms has
changed drastically since
those times, and I would
imagine that less than 10
percent of the kids today
are farm kids. Just take a
look at the number of
students who belong to FFA
(Future Farmers of America)
today compared to earlier
times. Many students today
would like to have a job to
earn extra money, but
those jobs are hard to find.
But farm kids in the old
days didn't have any
trouble finding a job. They
had lots of chores to do

Ryder is a 7 year old male
Terrier mix that has been at
the Animal Welfare League
Of Montgomery County
(AWL) since 8/31/2022.
Ryder is a happy boy with a
superstar personality that
loves walks/jogs, playing
fetch, and will gladly sit for
treats. Ryder is house and
crate trained. He makes
virtually no messes and is
such a lover. Ryder is ready
to go to his forever home!
Ryder is looking for his best
friend. Could that be you?
Ryder is available for
adoption, to foster, or just
simply going out for walks
(with signed waiver, 18
years or older). AWL is open
Monday - Friday from
12:15p-5p and Saturday's
from 9:30a-3p. Come say hi
and ask to meet Ryder!

“When one flower blooms,
spring awakens
everywhere.”
John O’Donohue

What do you tell a
hitchhiker on Leap Day?
Hop in!

 anyone who starts seeds is
saving up recycled pots while
telling themselves not to be
fooled by this early warm
snap. Still, it’s exciting to
think about playing in the
dirt, letting the sun warm our
backs, and inhaling crisp
spring air. Gardening is
therapy.
Yes, research backs up the
claim. The University of
Colorado’s Integrative
Physiology Professor
Christopher Lowry pioneered
a 2000 study at the
University of Bristol showing
that good soil bacteria
helped rural Kenyans resist
TB infections. Injected into
mice, Mycobacterium vaccae
raised serotonin levels in
mice. Later studies showed
the bacteria helped to
reduce “PTSD-like”
responses to stressors,
reducing fear and anxiety.
Other strains of good soil
bacteria protect rural
children from asthma and
depression.
Psychology Today notes that
gardening teaches us to
practice acceptance, move
beyond perfectionism,
develop a growth mindset,
connect us to our world, stay
in the present, get exercise
and eat healthy.
So, it seems fitting to
celebrate black leaders in
agricultural spaces. We’re
shedding light on some
lesser-known black
agricultural heroes. One is
L.A.’s Guerilla Gardner Ron
Finley
“The drive-throughs are
killing more people than the
drive-by,” Finley said in his
2013 Ted Talk. Diabetes and
poor nutrition – mostly
because of fast food and
dollar store junk – have long
been killing more people
than gang violence, so Finley
planted vegetables on
unused strips of land and
vacant lots. At first, L.A. fined
him for this kind of gangsta
gardening, but his good
deeds reframed land usage
as well as the term gangsta.
“Gangsta: projecting strength
on one’s own terms, hip,
cool, innovative,
revolutionary, resolute, vital,
the cutting edge,” reads his
website.
“Growing your own food is
like printing your own 

Notes found scribbled on . . .

Donald Trump election?
When was the last time we
had a presidential election
that did not boil down to a
choice between the lesser
of two evils?

* * *
See TIM  Page A5

Farm Kids and Their Chores
right there on the farm . . .
everyone had to help out! I
knew of many farm wives
who tilled the fields, helped
with the animals, took care
of the garden . . . and on
and on, in addition to
tending to the children and
household. And they
expected their kids to pitch
in, too.
Unlike today when most
farmers till several
hundreds or thousands of
acres, most farmers in the
1950s and '60s farmed
perhaps 150-200 acres on
halves, splitting the profit
with the landlord. My Dad
farmed 140 acres, planting
corn, soybeans, wheat and
oats. We also raised beef
cattle, hogs, chickens,
sheep and had four milk
cows. Our machinery
consisted of a Farmall H
tractor, two-bottom plow, a
small Ford 8N tractor,

4-row planter, 8-ft. disc,
tractor-mounted corn
picker, cultipacker, sickle-
bar mower and a few other
odds and ends. Farming was
a labor intensive, time-
consuming occupation . . .
and kids helped provide
some of the much-needed
labor.
As a typical example, I fed
the animals, cleaned out
barns, gathered the eggs,
chopped weeds in the fields
and garden, painted
anything that needed it,
helped with the harvesting,
dressed out butchered
chickens and helped bale
hay and straw. When I
turned 13 years old, Dad let
me disc the fields with the
tractor, and the next year I
was allowed to cultivate
corn and plow fields. I also
helped my mother...

DON’T TAKE this as an
endorsement, but I like
what Congresswoman
Victoria Spartz has been
saying. The sometimes fiery
Ukrainian native doesn’t
pull many punches and
recently told a gathering of
European leaders that we
should be watching out for
Russia, China and Iran.
Amen, sister. Amen.

* * *
SPEAKING OF China,
anyone else catch the 

recent news story about 
the huge number of
Chinese migrants – mostly
military-aged young men –
illegally coming into our
country at the southern
border? According to the
Customs and Border
Protection folks, more than
20,000 Chinese nationals
have entered the U.S. since
Oct. 1.
What’s up with that . . .
especially in light of the spy

Black Farmers
and Small Farms

https://collette.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkcO2orDgiH9zqk7dPP5WPReLno8azFdtD#/registration
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Butch 
Dale’s 

Flashback
Trivia

Do you recognize
this person?

Hint: Take a look at
those curls! This

Browns Valley gal
graduated from

Waveland H.S. in
1969.

Answer on 
Page A5

CMS Students Stepping Up For AWL
The Crawfordsville
Middle School A-Team
is stepping up to help
the Animal Welfare
League.
According to A-Team
co-sponsor and CMS
teacher Shannon
Hudson, the A-Team will
be at RP Home and
Harvest for a "Paw Print
Keepsake" Event on
March 9 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. for only $5. All
proceeds will go
directly to the AWL. In
addition to the A-Team
offering their services
to make your pet’s
pawprint permanent by
creating a clay
keepsake, they will also
gladly accept pet food,
toys and cleaning
supplies people might
want to donate. 

Hudson said that there will also be
pets available for adoption and that
free will donations will gladly be
accepted as well.
Be sure to mark Saturday March 9 on
the calendar and get over to RP and
help our furry friends out.

Lunch With League Focuses on Soil & Water
The Montgomery
County Soil and Water
Conservation District
Impacts the county to
the tune of millions of
dollars per year. Do you
know what it is or does?
On Friday, the League of
Women Voters of
Montgomery County’s
Lunch with the League
will launch a three-part
spring series of
programs to help the
community learn more
about the important
work of the
Montgomery County
Soil and Water
Conservation District
whose programs serve
both rural and urban
residents alike and are a
conduit for valuable
investment dollars in
our community. The
three programs will be
held the first Friday of
March, April, and May at
noon in Fusion 54, 3rd
Floor. Please bring your
lunch, come learn, ask
questions, network with
your neighbors at these
free public programs.
Montgomery County’s
Soil and Water
Conservation District
has been making lots of
news:
Late last fall, our SWCD 

was named recipient of
the 2023 District
Showcase Award from
the Indiana Soil and
Water Conservation
Districts, the state’s
highest award for its
excellence and
innovation in
programing.
In January, the state
SWCD named Kenny
and Marlene Cain of
Cain’s Homelike Farms
as “Indiana’s
Conservation Farmer of
the Year.”
These highlights are just
the tip of an iceberg of
achievements and
practices that are
managed in the modest
Soil and Conservation
District office on the
east side of
Crawfordsville.
Dave Stanley, District
Conservationist, will be
the first speaker at noon
on Friday. Dave will talk
about the history and
importance of the
SWCD since its
founding. Its primary
job is to conserve our
valuable, precious
natural resources upon
which all other
enterprises rest, namely
our soil and water. Dave
will let the audience 

know about the various
federal cost-share
programs available to
our Montgomery
County farmers,
foresters, and urban
gardeners. He will give a
demonstration–using
soil and water–to show
those who don’t work
with soil how soil health
is measured, nurtured
and improved. This is a
messy, fun
demonstration! Stanley
will talk about
widespread, healthy
practices going on in
Montgomery County.
On April 5, Kristen
Latzke, MCSWCD
Conservation Director,
will share the intriguing
history of Soil and
Water Conservation
Districts which are
federal programs that
are part of every county
and state in the nation.
Latzke’s program will
mention the many
services offered by the
District and focus on
the importance of water
quality and the current
health of Sugar Creek.
On May 3, Sam Lovold,
Program Coordinator
for MCSWCD, will
describe how he works
to engage and 

coordinate community
conservation efforts
that often happen in
urban spaces. Lovold
coordinates the
Community Growers of
Montgomery County
(whose Backyard
Garden tours in 2022
and 2023 have added a
new dimension to link
urban and rural
gardeners and farmers
in conservation efforts.)
He also oversees our
Montgomery County
Cooperative Invasive
Species Management
Area, a program known
(rather playfully) as
“SICCUM.” This program
too prompts valuable
networking of groups to
help eradicate harmful
invasives.
Finding its roots in the
Dust Bowl of the
1930s–when millions
and millions of tons of
soil blew off of the land
–the Soil and Water
Conservation District
has as its mission to
maintain and enhance
soil health for plant,
animal, and human life.
From promoting soil-
saving and nurturing
farming practices, to
organizing events to
eradicate harmful 

invasive species, to
testing the quality of
water and helping
farmers use water and
livestock and forests in
healthy ways, SWCDs
work to conserve our
natural resources for
the present and future
benefit of our
community, our state,
and the nation.
This three-part series of
Lunch with the League
programs is not only
designed to promote
public understanding of
the Montgomery
County Soil and Water
Conservation District, it
will help the public see
ways to participate in
monitoring and
supporting the health of
their own land, be it
large or small, or public.
All these things help
promote and support
the health of our
community’s natural
resources.

The League of Women
Voters is a non-partisan
organization that
informs the public
about issues of public
concern.
All Lunch with the
League events are open
to the public and allow 

time for questions and
answers at the end of
each presentation. They
are all held in Fusion 54
on the first Friday of
each month.

Dave Stanley

Kristen Latzke

Sam Lovold

YSB Director Speaks to Kiwanis 

Photo courtesy Crawfordsville Kiwanis Club

Kiwanis Treasurer Jim McCampbell gave YSB
Director Karen Branch a cup and a check.

Karen Branch, Director
of the Montgomery
County Youth Service
Bureau, spoke to the
Crawfordsville Kiwanis
Club this past Thursday
to tell the members
about the new
programs that they are
working on for the YSB.
The MCYSB was
recently awarded a
grant from the Lilly
Foundation of over
$500,000.00 to
develop programs to
continue to help kids in
Montgomery County.
The YSB currently has
ten other programs that
service the kids, but
Branch said that more is
needed.
One of the programs
will help with youth
mental health in
Montgomery County
where today there is
only one provider per 
ninety patients that 
need help. In most
cases children must
wait one to six months 

to get into a provider.
Branch described this
program as a “Bridge
Therapist”, for children
who have a need but
cannot get into a
provider. This Bridge
Therapist will provide
therapy until the child
can get into that mental
health provider, and at
no charge to the child
or their family.
Linking up with their
alternative school for
high school students
Branch talked about the
development of an
alternative school
program for middle
school students. This
would give the
opportunity to these
students who have been
expelled or suspended
from school to continue
receiving education if 
they so desire.
The third new program
is a boy’s mentoring
program like their
current Inspire program
for young girls. This  

program would be open to
boys ages twelve to eighteen.
Branch said the real need
here is for adult mentors to
help with these young boys.
Lastly, Branch accepted a 

check to the YSB, from the
Crawfordsville Kiwanis Club, for
$1,500.00 in their continuing
quest to work with children and
the Montgomery County Youth
Service Bureau.

We’d love for you to join 
Debbie and Collette 

in a Zoom call on March 7 at 7 p.m. 
to learn how you can both save 

$100 and get your space reserved
completely risk free!

 
Just click here to register for 

the Zoom call!

https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1240271
https://collette.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkcO2orDgiH9zqk7dPP5WPReLno8azFdtD#/registration
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Local Student Selected To Ball State Top 100 List
James Nichols of Crawfordsville was
recently named to Ball State
University’s third annual “Top 100
Students” list. This award recognizes
100 outstanding junior and senior
undergraduates who represent the
spirit of Beneficence, Ball State’s
institutional statue and icon that
symbolizes the generosity of the five
Ball brothers whose land donation to
the State of Indiana allowed the
University to flourish.

James’ work qualified him to score in
the top 50. He has been invited to
attend an awards ceremony on
Saturday, March 23, where the
Foundation will announce its Top 25
students for 2024.
James is in the College of Health with
Social Work as his program of study
and a minor in counseling.
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TIM From Page A1

balloons and all the
activity about buying up
real estate?

* * *
YEAH, YEAH, I get it . . . I
sound like a raving
lunatic when I write
stuff like that. Truth to
tell, I hope that’s all it is!

* * *
AS MY PAL Honest
Hoosier might say,
here’s a tip of the seed
corn cap to all the girls
basketball teams across
Hoosierland. Their
version of Hoosier
Hysteria wrapped up
last week with state
finals. The boys have
started sectional play
and honestly, this is one
of the very best times of
the year in Indiana. 

top spot. Just my two
cents but I am finding
myself more and more
intrigued with Curtis
Hill. The former
attorney general got
absolutely ripped when
he was in office with all
sorts of allegations
about misconduct –
none of which were ever
proven to be true. I kind
of like a guy who sticks
with it and bounces
back.

* * *
DO YOU remember Big
Little Books? We had
several when I was
growing up – and much
like that ’67 Chevy
pickup I had in high
school, I sure wish I had
them back now. Mine
were actually my Dad’s 

Forget the weather.
Forget our fascination
with football. High
school basketball is
where my heart
remains.

* * *
WHILE WE are on the
subject of hoops, what
the heck has happened
with IU basketball? I
thought getting one of
the Bob Knight guys
back in charge would
right the ship. Instead, it
seems to be in worse
shape than it was under
Archie Miller, for crying
out loud!

* * *
CAN YOU believe this is
the end of February?
Well, OK, one more day
– welcome to Leap Year 

 – to go. But with the
end of February comes
the end of winter. OK, I
know. Spring doesn’t
officially begin for
another three weeks
almost – but in my head
when we turn the
calendar to March we’re
absolutely in the
homeward stretch!

* * *
THE INDIANA
Legislature will come to
a close soon. Don’t
know about the rest of
you, but I am looking
forward to the
governor’s race. Unlike
the race (crawl?) for the
presidency, we seem to
have some interesting
(sorry, I couldn’t get
myself to say “good”)
choices for the state’s 

from his childhood days.
And if you don’t remember
them, Big Little Books
were a little under four
inches wide by a little
more than 4 inches tall.
They cost a dime and
some of the subjects I
remember included Dick
Tracy, Li’l Abner, Popeye,
Tarzan and others. And
there were pages with
small drawings in the
corner – so that if you
flipped through them, it
looked like a person
running or doing some sort
of action.

Two cents, which is about
how much Timmons said his
columns are worth, appears
periodically in The Paper.
Timmons is the publisher of
The Paper and can be
contacted at ttimmons@
thepaper24-7.com.

Butch
Dale’s

Flashback 
Trivia

Answer: 
Sally

Patton
Kalua

The 
Paper



doing what he had been
used to doing every day.
After a few weeks, the
boy finally realized that
he was substituting our
father for his dad. He
began working at his
farm again and helping
his mother, a very sweet
lady with four younger
kids still at home.
 
John “Butch” Dale is a
retired teacher and
County Sheriff. He has
also been the librarian
at Darlington the past
35 years, and is a well-
known artist and author
of local history.
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LWV From Page A1

money,” Finley said.
Food deserts affect 87
percent of rural
American counties
because of the low-
income status of
residents and the
distance required to
reach a supermarket.
While some live close to
convenience or dollar
stores, the lack of
unprocessed and fresh
food excludes those
merchants from being
credited for providing
nutritious food. Urban
or small cooperative
farms have been a way
of providing
unnourished people
with financial and
physical support. Finley
is only one of many
black and small
agricultural dreamers
using small patches of
unused land that
require upkeep. Think of
land alongside
interstate exchanges
and empty lots, often
land owned by cities or
counties that cost tax
dollars to mow. In place
of grass or scrub, cities
such as LA and Seattle
have partnered with the
likes of Finley and the
Black Farmers Collective
to teach gardening. Will
Allen’s small farming in
Milwaukee and Leah
Penniman’s Soul Fire
Farm also capture the
essence of what it
means to farm while
black today.
Black Americans' ties to
agriculture go back to
the first Africans
brought to the Western
Hemisphere. As
European settlers
migrated to Virginia and
further south, they
sought large-scale crops
to make them wealthy.
As the Library of
Congress notes,
Africans brought their

expertise in agriculture
and trades with them.
“Their expertise shaped
the industry and
agriculture of the
continent. West Africans
with experience
navigating the
waterways of their
homeland helped open
the rivers and canals of
the Northwest frontier
to boat traffic, and
seasoned African cattle
drivers were able to
apply their skills to ox
teams and livestock.
Many Africans were
deeply familiar with
large-scale rice and
indigo cultivation, which
were completely
unknown to European
Americans; without the
skills of Africans and
their descendants, the
rice fields of South
Carolina and Louisiana
might never have
existed.”
After Emancipation and
the failure to provide 40
acres and a mule – a
phrase that described
Union Gen. William T.
Sherman’s Special Field
Order No. 15., which
promised the
redistribution of
confiscated southern
land to freed black
Americans – the land
was returned to white
southerners.
Under the U.S. Revenue
Act of 1862, the U.S.
seized lands from
southern landowners
who did not pay taxes to
the Union. In 1863, freed
slaves were able to buy
land sold at auction.
Though many black
farmers kept the land
they bought from the
tax auction, Andrew
Johnson’s
administration
compensated original
owners for the land. Any
black farmer who didn’t

own land joined the
ranks of sharecroppers,
which was agriculture’s
version of the industrial
exploitation in the
factories and mines of
the north and mid-
Atlantic. Sharecroppers
were forced to live in
substandard homes on
farm owners’ land, buy
their goods from the
owners’ stores and pay
the same kind of
obscene prices that coal
miners and meat
packers paid.
When black
sharecroppers
attempted to unionize in
1887, as Reconstruction
ended and post-Civil
War protections were
repealed, they were
murdered, according to
Smithsonian Magazine,
just the first of many
violent squashes of
exploited workers in the
lowest classes.
Threatened by decades
of violence, many black
Americans sought safer
options by migrating
north to work in the new
automobile factories,
but some black farmers
fought to sustain their
small farms. It required
creativity as much as
labor and funding. As
Ron Finley noted in his
TED Talk, “The funny
thing about
sustainability is that you
have to sustain it.”
In the 1970s, researcher
Booker T. Whatley, who
had a PhD in
horticulture and had
developed five sweet
potato and 15
muscadine grape
varieties, experimented
with sustainable small
farms. During the
Korean War, he
operated a 55-acre
hydroponic farm to feed
troops. As he reached
retirement age, he

created a plan for a 25-
acre farm to earn
$100,000 a year,
creating a working
prototype at Tuskegee
Institute. In 1982,
Mother Earth News
praised Whatley for
pioneering a specific
program of action to
remedy the plight of the
small farmer.
First, “each crop
component of a limited-
resource farm must
produce an annual gross
minimum income of
$3,000.” Second, “The
components of the farm
must provide year-

round family income.:
Third, “The components
of the farm must be
compatible,” not
competing with each
other for labor and
coming in all at once.
“Fourth it’s going to take
2.5 people – perhaps
both partners and kids.
And it’s going to need to
be some kind of
membership – pick your
own or accept some of
the labor for crop. If a
farmer has to harvest,
wash, grade, package,
refrigerate and store
produce, labor and cost
go up. Reduce this

where possible.”
Whatley’s ideas now
show up not only in
those small city farms
but in CSAs and organic
farm partnerships, the
very places providing
opportunities for people
to eat healthier and
improve their mental
health.

The League of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan, multi-issue political
organization which encourages
informed and active participation
in government. For information
about the League, visit the
website www.lwvmontcoin.org; or,
visit the League of Women Voters
of Montgomery County, Indiana
Facebook page.

BUTCH From Page A1

and their free time,
which included sports
and hobbies. Parents
knew that kids must be
allowed to be kids and
enjoy their childhood.
A few boys absolutely
loved farming. They
wanted to be farmers or
have a farm-related job
when they left school.
My uncle and aunt,
Lloyd and Ruthie Wells,
with sons Kendall and
John, lived across the
road from us. All four
loved working on their
farm. Kendall and John
both graduated from
Purdue, with Kendall
becoming a
veterinarian, and John a
very successful farmer. I
also remember a 13-
year old boy who lived
one mile north of us on
the next road over. He
tagged along with his
farmer dad all day long,
and enjoyed working
and learning all about
farming. The two of
them were inseparable.
But tragedy struck in
1965, when his dad died
at the age of 39 of a
heart attack. A few days
after the funeral, this
boy rode his bike over
to our house. He wanted
to help our dad on the
farm. Every morning he
showed up bright and
early and spent the
entire day tagging along
with Dad and helping
with the farm work . . .
doing the work that my
brother and I normally
did. The boy missed his
dad. My father and all of
us felt very sorry for
this boy. He was just 

sweeping, dusting,
hanging clothes on the
clothesline (and folding
them), and many other
things . . . such as
babysitting my two
youngest siblings as our
family increased to five
children. I also mowed
seven yards in town,
worked for nearby
farmers . . . and to top it
off . . . worked for
DeKalb Seed Corn for
three summers
detasseling corn at 60
cents an hour! Since I
participated in three
sports and had my
lessons to do each
night, I didn't have time
to get into any trouble!
 I believe that working
on the farm instilled in
us a work ethic and
prepared us for the
"real world" where
almost every adult had
to work for a living. It
developed a sense of
responsibility and also
helped us learn valuable
skills along the way.
However, there were a
couple of farmers who
perhaps had their kids
work a little too much.
One boy who was a few
years older than me was
treated more like an
unpaid slave laborer. He
worked and worked and
worked . . . mornings,
evenings, and weekends
and never had much
time to enjoy other
aspects of his
childhood. Later on in
life he had a lot of
troubles with alcohol.
The vast majority of
parents let their kids
balance work, school 
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and she earned her MBA at the University of Phoenix. Joy and her hus-
band David have lived in Indiana, Arizona, California, and Illinois. As an 
amateur genealogist, she enjoys research and has written three family 
history books. She also writes poetry and fiction. 

Contributors & Such ..........................  2

February Feature - Karen Zach ...........3

Odds & Ends - Karen Zach..................4

Nifty - Joy Willett................................ 5

Hunt & Son Funeral Home ..................5

32 Likes - Chuck Clore ...................... 6

Poetry and Puzzles - Joy Willett ......... 7

Burkhart Funeral Home ...................... 7

Karen's Kitchen .................................. 8

County Connection - Karen Zach ........9

It Was A Very Good Year - 1917 ...... 10

Grandcestors - Karen Zach ............... 11

Nucor ................................................ 12

Page Listing

KAREN BAZZANI ZACH has been a contributor of local historical arti-
cles for almost 50 years. A native Montgomery Countian, she grew up 
in Waveland, married Jim Zach, and recieved her grad degree from 
IU while working at CDPL as Children’s Librarian. Karen authored one 
of the newer county histories, Crawfordsville: Athens of Indiana. After 
teaching English at Turkey Run HS for 21 years, she retired and is now 
enjoying visiting with her two children (Jay and Suzie), writing, reading, 
doing genealogy, and grandkidding!

CHUCK CLORE After a lifelong career in visual communications, Eure-
ka! Chuck discovered that noodling the nuances of the written word can 
be just as much fun as tweaking a font into an iconic logo. Montgomery 
Memories is the perfect venue to explore his treasured C-ville’s east-end 
recollections. An Athenian boomer from the class of 65, he delights in 
graphic design, cartooning, and story telling. Chuck’s articles reveal how 
a CHS senior cordurcy artist eventually evolved into an award winning 
designer and aspiring writer.

KELSEY CURRAN is one of the paginators for the Paper of Montgom-
ery County. She edits and helps complete the daily news as well as 
the Montgomery Memories and Sports Report every month for view-
ers to enjoy. She was born in a small town in Illinois and moved to 
Crawfordsville in 2016. She has three children. She enjoys spending 
time with her husband and kids, reading and baking.



So fascinated with this amazing fellow, Perry 
Valentine Keys born in New Market on Valentine’s 
Day (thus his middle name) in 1884 to Charles and 
Jennie (Swearingen) Keys.  Perry was born not be-
ing able to hear and along with that, not being able 
to speak.  His parents saw the need and bless them 
for such to send him to the Deaf and Dumb school 
in Indianapolis.  He was there for several years and 
very active.  He especially loved playing baseball.  
Prof. Utten E. Read is on back left and was their 
interpreter; Prof. Albert Berg their coach and Earl 
Gilbert did the scoring.  Perry is the one on the mid-
dle row far left and he was their pitcher, an amazing 
one, too and played a little 1st base.  In 1904 (photo 
from Indianapolis Journal 24 April p 8) the school 
had six games by this time and had four huge wins.  
The Silent Hoosiers only lost to Noblesville HS and 
Shortridge, but later in a second game won over 
Shortridge.  On their upcoming games their last one 
on June 4th was to be with CHS.  Wonder who won?  

Not sure how long Perry was at the school but 
know he was from 1899-1904 at least and graduated 
from there. He was in the Deaf Fraternity and may 
have worked on the school newspaper as most did.  
It was said to be a typographically error-free paper 

and the paper was done from beginning to end by 
the students.  There were usually about 300 at school 
there at all times and in 1899, there had been 2,156 
educated there since 1844 (C’Ville Review 6 May 
1899) and that year there were 308, including Perry 
from New Market and Lee Dazey of Crawfordsville.  
Although Perry Valentine’s wife, Dessie Myers 
(born in Plymouth) attended the school, too, she 
was eight years younger than Perry so not sure they 
were there at the same time or in any classes togeth-
er but imagine the school was somehow entwined 
in their meeting.  They married September 12th in 
1915.  Perry had piercing blue eyes, light brown 
hair, with a ruddy complexion and was about 5’9” 
and weighed around 140-150.  He was a farmer near 
New Market as had been his parents.

As far as I found, Perry had one brother, James 
Paul who was five years younger than Perry.  He 
farmed in the area but in about 1928, he went to 
Klamath Falls, Oregon where he had a large dairy 
farm.  He passed away there in 1942 and was buried 
in Oregon.  He and wife, Maybelle had one son, 
James.  

The first-born child to Perry and Dessie was Rich-
ard.  Took his athleticism from his father, evidently 

and was quite a basketball star at New Market HS.  
Sadly, he and his father were in an accident and 
were being sued for $20,000.  Richard worried so 
much about it that he took his own life by hanging.  
He was but 19 and had such a wonderful future 
ahead of him.  Second child born to this great couple 
was Katherine (July 15, 1929) who graduated from 
New Market HS where she was active in several 
activities, including plays.  She attended and gradu-
ated from the Minnesota Bible College (while doing 
so was a waitress to help with the money) where 
she met her minister husband, John P. Rowe whom 
she married at New Market in the Christian Church 
in August 1953.  Because of their profession, they 
lived several places in the US but for quite a time 
in Fullerton, California.  In 2020, she was good 
friends with Jane Gardner Ekstrom who lived in 
LaJolla, California and was a friend in New Market 
at her church and school.  They enjoyed each other, 
driving along the “California freeways, swimming, 
golfing and the neatest thing is that she still owned 
the family farm near New Market at the time of that 
Journal-Review (18 Aug 2020) article.”  I don’t see 
where she has passed since that time.  

Perry’s father, Charles D. Keys was born near 
Yountsville Nov. 10, 1860 son of James and Martha 
Keys and married Jennie Swearingen May 11, 1882.  
Charles was a well-known hog raiser, state-known 
for his exceptional Poland China swine (obit).  He 
joined the New Market Christian Church at age six 
and remained active with it until his death in March 
1930.  Jennie passed eight years after.  They are 
buried in the Masonic Cemetery (Oak Hill Grant 
Avenue).  Perry had one sister and one brother.

This fellow seemed to be quite social as he, wife 
and children (as well as going with his parents when 
younger) were always visiting someone.  Kind of a 
forgotten tradition, sadly!  They went to Indianapo-
lis, Greencastle, all over MoCo and enjoyed seeing 
people.  

At age 81, Perry Valentine Keys, passed away at 
his home June 23 shortly after the midnight hour in 
1965.  His beloved wife and his daughter and son-
in-law (who at that time lived in Bel Air, MD) were 
his only survivors.  He is buried in the same cem-
etery as his parents and his son-in-law John Rowe 
presided over his funeral.  If I had to rank all the 
thousands of people I’ve written about and would 
like to meet, do believe Perry would be at the top of 
my list. Rest In Peace, my dear Valentine! 
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Odds & Ends – Collected & Commented on by Karen Bazzani Zach 

It was a lot of fun but a great deal of work doing 
comparisons of those born here in Montgomery 
County on Feb 14th.  Sometimes the little ones 
were born – exciting to have a Valentine baby 
– but they also sometimes died the same day 
(such as little Tommy Norris Zachary in 1927) 
and that’s the total opposite reaction, of course.  I 
know I had one Feb 15th just 7 hours after Valen-
tine’s and was flat out told, “Your baby’s going to 
die!”  She showed ‘em though.  Some died a few 
months later (Clayton Ingersol born on Valen-

tine’s Day and passed same year in July 1913). Of course, in the majority of 
the cases, these little sweethearts lived long lives into their 50s-90s.  

Sometimes Valentine’s Day brought double entries such as the Milligan boys 
born OTD in 1913; the Donham Girls 1941 and Monroe Girls in 1977.   May 
have been more, but only twins I caught out of the over 375 I found who were 
born on Valentine’s Day proper in MoCo.  

Popular years where the doctors were busy on Valentine’s Day was in 1912 
when these families had a little one: Nevin, Newlin, Williams, Wilson.  1921 
(Goble, Shell, Truax, Wilson).  1936 (Busenbark, Calder, Hastaday and Wil-
liams).  

Several babies as is the norm were not named.  Some hadn’t thought of a 
name yet, others passed and were sadly, just not given a name.  Only a few 
had Valentine as a first or middle name.  Here is a sampling.  Marie Valentine 
Dodge born 1902.   Helen Valentine Fischer born 1892.  Effie Valentine White 
born 1907. John Valentine Jackman (see County Connection) born 1837.  
Many, many were not given a name at birth (Girl Hallet; Boy Gray for exam-
ples) so they may have in a day or two been named with the Valentine includ-
ed.  Perfect name for the date, for sure! 

Our year is 1917 this month and had I looked beforehand, I’d have chosen 
another as there seemed to be only ONE baby born on Valentine’s Day in 1917 
which was Dorothy Lorene Dodd, born to Allison L. and Mary E. Quillin 
Dodd.  She lived to 16 March 1999.  She married Harry Lawrence Pritchett 
and they are buried in Floral Park Cemetery in Indianapolis. 

Everett Valentine Everson was born here in 1903 and was one who carried 
the Valentine along in life.  He was the son of William George Everson and 
Rosella Nichols.  He married Erlene Elliott and know they had at least one 
daughter, Marilyn born 11-11-1935 in Crawfordsville.  He worked at RR Don-
nelley’s and they lived at 1414 W. Main.  He passed away four days after his 

73rd birthday!  RIP EVE!  
Others (sure there are likely more) carrying Valentine were last named 

Allen; Armentrout; Berryman; Bruner; Frisz; Gill; Hein; Kiefer; Livengood; 
Martin; Miller; Norman; Scribner; Solomon; Stone; Stout; Weber; Wright …

In 1902, the Weekly on Valentine’s Day had the Circuit Court cases listed – 
a couple were that Joseph Ludlow and others petitioned the commissioners for 
a ditch and $140.50 was allowed to do so.  Samuel Cole vs. Maude D. Cole 
on divorce – defendant was granted the divorce. Maude had her maiden name 
restored (Chase).  New suits were George Russell vs. Lydia Jane for divorce. 
Edna Humprey vs. Franklin V. Oliver for foreclosure and another divorce, 
James A. vs. Lydia Long. In regards to this one, a longer article noted that he 
accused Lydia of cruel treatment.  They were married Oct 3, 1897 and sepa-
rated Aug 3, 1901, both having been married before and having children by 
those marriage.  He noted that she accused him of all types of things including 
being unfaithful and she had hit him with a stick of wood and her fists.  You 
think of Valentine’s Day as a love one, but another divorce was discussed, that 
of Effie Morrison from Taylor – she was given $500 alimony and her maiden 
name of Wilkinson restored.  The complaint was abandonment and adultery.  
There was one marriage announced that of Fannie Crawford to Will Vernon 
Stevenson to be the 26th.   On the front page, there were also obituaries for 
William Redenbaugh and Joseph H. Brown, CW soldier.  The officers (Capt. 
Will H. Johnson; 1st Lt, Joe Prewitt; 2nd Lt WC Carr; Recorder Charles H. 
Marshall; Treas George W. Johnson) of the K of P. met at their Castle Hall.  
James Chadwick was secured a pension of $12 per month by SA Stilwell.  
McClamroch & Son were doing an extensive remodeling to their shoe store. 
And Parkersburg was into Oyster suppers – the Masons had given one the 
previous Saturday night to their members and families that was well attended 
and enjoyed. The GAR post was going to give one the next Saturday night. 
Another interesting Parkersburg post was that the 
parents rebelled bitterly against the vaccination 
order and for a week not a child was in school.  It 
was being rethought and many of the pupils were 
then at the school vaccinated.  The home of Mrs. 
Albert Lutz on Fremont Street had a severe fire 
with no insurance.  There’s more of course but 
let’s complete this with a sleighing carnival held 
on the streets Tuesday evening during the snow 
storm. Everyone who could find a sleigh was out 
to enjoy the sport!  Sounds like fun! 

This is our county! 
Why not help preserve its history by contributing to Montgomery Memories?

Email Karen Zach: karen.zach@sbcglobal.net      Subject: Montgomery Memories
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For February’s Nifty, we meet Dwight Dorman Valentine. Dwight was born on September 6, 
1906 in Catlin, Vermilion County, Illinois. 

Ancestors of the Valentine’s emigrated from Germany in 1758 (Passenger and Immigration 
Lists Index, 1500s-1900s). They settled in Frederick County, Maryland, a popular place for Ger-
man immigrants, where they lived for over 50 years. Dwight’s third great grandparents, George 
Valentine and Elizabeth Knouff, migrated to Ohio in 1810. The family was in Ohio for almost 
80 years. Dwight’s grandparents, Curtis Valentine and Catherine Martins, migrated to Vermilion 
County, Illinois in in 1889. The family was in Illinois for over 25 years. Dwight’s parents, Rus-
sel John Valentine and Dottie Belle Cook, left Illinois for Montgomery County, Indiana in 1913.

The 1920 Census tells us that Russel, at 39 years old, was farming and that he owned the 
family home in Union Township. Dottie, at the age of 36, was keeping house. 

Dwight attended Crawfordsville High School. His extracurricular activities included being a 
co-editor of the Athenian, singing with the chorus, and participating in the athletic association. 
After graduating in 1924, he attended Purdue University.

Russel passed on December 2, 1929 (much too young). On December 3, 1929, the Journal 
and Courier reported that “He had been working all day and was taken ill when he returned 
home.” His body was interred in the Oakridge Cemetery in Catlin, Illinois. 

After Russel’s death, Dwight took responsibility for the farm. The census for 1930 confirms 
that he and his mother Dottie were living together, with Dottie as head of the household. Dottie 
remarried on March 24, 1931, to Fred Makin. The marriage didn’t last long. In 1934, Dottie and 
Dwight were again living together on the family farm (U.S., City Directory, 1822-1995). 

Dwight married Dorothy Esther Christiansen on August 15, 1936 (Journal and Courier, 17 
August, 1936). Dorothy was “first-generation” on her paternal side. Her father, James, immi-
grated from Denmark as a child.  Her maternal side, the Warbritton’s, had been in Montgomery 
County since 1828. 

The newlyweds made their home in Waynetown. As he had done while living with his mother, 
Dwight farmed. Dwight and Dorothy’s only child, Marilyn, was born on July 4, 1937. According 
to Dwight’s draft registration card, dated October 16, 1940, he was 5’4” tall and weighed 132 
lbs. He had a ruddy complexion, brown eyes, and brown hair. 

Possibly to give the young family some space, in 1940 Dottie lived with her twin sister Della 
in Ripley Township. By 1942, she was again living near Waynetown.  

As indicated by the 1950 census, Dwight continued to farm in Franklin Township. In addition 
to his work life, Dwight served as trustee of the Darlington Church (Journal and Courier, 27 Jan-
uary 1949). Dorothy was involved with the community too. She was a member of the Darlington 
Garden Club (ibid, 01 April 1968), and the Naomi Fellowship, a Christian service group that 
raised funds for the Christian Indian School in Sedona, Arizona (Ibid, 05 December 1968). She 

served as vice president for 
the Darlington 4-H Club (ibid 16 
September, 1943). Additionally, 
she was a member of the Darlington Home Economics Club (ibid 17 September 1942). 

Marilyn was very involved in Darlington High School activities. She was a member of the 
Honor Society, Glee Club, and Sunshine Society (ibid, 28 October 1954). In addition, she was 
elected to represent Darlington High School at the 1954 DAR Good Citizen contest. She attend-
ed DePauw University after graduating.  On July 3, 1958, she married Robert Rollins. During 
her career she was a food marketing executive in Louisville (The Courier Journal, 02 March, 
2003).

Dottie passed on November 3, 1957. Her remains were laid to rest next to Russel in the Catlin, 
Illinois Oakridge Cemetery. By 1959, Dwight was no longer a farmer. He was working for the 
State Highway Department. Dorothy and he continued to live in their home near Darlington. 

In the coming decades, Dwayne and Dorothy continued to be involved with the church and 
with community activities. Dorothy died on January 21, 1998. She was buried at Darlington’s 
Odd Fellow’s Cemetery. Due to failing health, Dwight moved to the Ben Hur Nursing Home. He 
passed, at the age of 95, on January 31, 2022 and was interred next to Dorothy. Marilyn passed a 
year later, at only 65 years old. Her body was returned to Indiana and she was buried next to her 
parents (The Courier-Journal, Louisville, Kentucky, 02 March 2003).

May the Valentine family, who loved one another so dearly, rest in peace.

Photo courtesy of Jeanie Walden, via findagrave.com
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Thirty-two likes, Oh, Yikes! 
Maybe, one impending doom.

Beware of the Ides of February! 
The 14th, Valentine’s Day is tricky 
for a 5th-grade boy. Let’s face it. 
You want everyone to like you, but 
not too much. Select just the right 
card for each of your classmates. 
Heaven forbid that you pick one 
that is too mushy. There is a fine 
line between like and love. Choos-
ing the wrong card could result in a 
dumb old cootie-infested girl chas-
ing you around the playground. 
Or worse yet, give the wrong card 
to a boy. You could end up with a 

bloody nose and a knuckle sand-
wich. This holiday custom and peer 
pressure demanded careful consid-
eration.

The upside to the East Union 
Elementary classroom celebration? 
It usually ended with lots of heart-
shaped candy and sugar cookies 
covered with mounds of red and 
white icing. By the end of the day, 
we all had a sugar buzz that drove 
the bus drivers crazy.

The shoe-box challenge was a 
fun perk. About a week before the 
big-V-day party, Mrs. Burns, our 
teacher, sent us home with a class-

mate list and one of her more 
enjoyable homework assign-
ments: Take a shoe box, cut a slit 
in the lid, and decorate it with a 
Valentine theme.

Mom acted as my Art Direc-
tor. She kept me from going 
totally Calvin & Hobbs with 
my cooties and cupid idea. My 
efforts earned me a smile from 
Mrs. Burns, the equivalent of 
an honorable mention. She was 
a stern square-faced lady who 
rationed praise like they rationed 
aluminum during WWII. Even 
more valuable than the teacher’s 
smile—we traveled home with a 
box full of “LIKES!”

Just between you and me, I 
eventually took a shining to the 
idea of dumb old girls chasing 
me around the playground.

Funny, isn’t it, how we seek 
accolades and validation? My 
real honorable mention happened 
the very next year in the East 
Union Gymnasium. Our 6th-
grade class had a safety poster 
contest. During Parent-Teachers 
Night, the finished posters were 
displayed for all to see. My 
poster, with an aerial view of an 

intersection and a depiction of an 
auto accident, won an honorable 
mention. Who knew that two 
decades later, my poster-making 
skills would be earning a living 
as a graphic designer?

Today, I can get 215 “LIKES” 
on a FaceBook posting. But it 
does not feel as great as the 33 
East Union classmate “LIKES” 
of 1957. Out of my 559 Face-
Book friends, there are maybe 
10% that I know well. And the 
number is dwindling. The per-
sonal touch is discarded in the 
name of efficiency and techno-
logical progress. Replacing it is 
superficial communication and 
shallow relationships. Thank 
you, Steve Jobs, and your iP-
hone.

I can’t bring back 1957 nor 
do I want to. Thank goodness, 
Brylcreem, A-Little-Dab-Will-
Do-Ya!” and Butch Wax are 
gone forever. But we all can en-
courage one-on-one, face-to-face 
interactions.

It’s not too late to bless our 
next generation with the ability 
to actually socialize. I would 
LIKE that a lot.

Story & Graphics by Chuck Clore

This is our county! 
Why not help preserve its history by contributing to Montgomery Memories?

Email Karen Zach: karen.zach@sbcglobal.net      Subject: Montgomery Memories

Photo courtesy of Kenneth Williams
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Poetry and Puzzles

The Saint
By Joy Willett

Born in ca. 226 A.D.,
he was a priest and bishop

in the town of Terni.
Put to the test 

by Judge Asterius,
he gave sight to someone

who could not see.
He ministered the faithful

and the persecuted,
to Christians in the coliseum

awaiting execution.
Claudius the Second
heard of his feats,
had him arrested

and brought to his knee.
The emperor, committed

to his pagan beliefs,
would not listen

to the bishop’s brief.
Beaten and beheaded

on February 14,
Valentine is the patron
of those who keep bees.
Known too as the saint

of people engaged,
those who feel faint,

or are afflicted by plague.

There is no greater love,
than what is given,

to the “least of these”
on this side of heaven.

1 2



Karen’s Kitchen
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories

I actually had a lot of fun getting this Kitchen column ready.  I have a couple of just wow recipes based with red jello, some strawberry bar cookies and a 
cake one too but I’ve given you those at least once and maybe twice, so I thought I should just check the net for something fun for Valentine’s Day and I sure 
had that fun!

Here are some ideas for what you could serve and not all bad for ya’ – lol.  Just check out the store and find some red and white food – here are some sugges-
tions: strawberries, red raspberries, red grapes, white cheese, white crackers for some examples.  You could cut the cheese in heart shapes as well as the straw-
berries.  Put the goodies on a red or white plate – throw some nuts on there too.  Just be creative!

Make (or maybe you could order one) a heart-shaped pizza – pepperoni gives that beautiful red color and plop it on a white or pink plate. 
How about some strawberry cupcakes and top them with pink or white icing with red hots sprinkled on top?  Mouth’s watering!
Food Network Kitchen had a couple of cute ideas to send your kids in their lunch boxes.  We’d be Grape Together!  Hey, I’m Bananas for you!  You are Plum 

Perfect and We Make a Great Pair!  Too cute! And just think, you’ll probably save on the dental bills because fruit is definitely a plus over all the candy you 
COULD send!

We actually don’t have to work as hard to make Valentine’s Day as special as we used to as now you can find heart-shape candies (I used to make ‘em); heart 
shaped pasta and really just on and on so you all have a super happy Valentine’s Day and be creative!!!  
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We all have rich, 
interesting family 

histories!
Why not get yours published in an issue of 

Montgomery Memories?
Email: karen.zach@sbcglobal.net    
Subject: Montgomery Memories
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Although I didn’t find lengthy information on my choice for the Coun-
ty Connection article, I found some “fun” info on him that I just couldn’t 
resist – so meet one of our Valentine babies, John Valentine Jackman born on 
Valentine’s Day here in 1837 at the old Jackman Homestead, that home being 
on what would become known as Jackman Road.  He died 6 March 1912 in 
Lafayette, Tippecanoe County.  Granted only a bit of “county connection,” 
due to just the county next door, yet his ancestors came here and, well, I’m 
picky about my writing and I’m good with using him as a county connection, 
so here ya’ go and enjoy!

His mother (father James A, 1794-1878) has one of the neatest first names 
in the 50 plus years of writing local history articles that I believe I’ve ever 
heard – Demisa Hannah (Reed) Jackman.  James A. was born in Washington 
County PA whose father Robert came here from Cavan County (Northwest-
ern) Ireland and fought in the Revolution serving as Captain in the Washing-
ton County militia.  James A. fought in the War of 1812 and came to MoCo 
about 1830 where he was a millwright and built “all the woolen mills on 
Sugar Creek,” (Beckwith History) having learned that trade while still in 
PA.  Believe JV had nine brothers and sisters, who mainly grew-up in the 
Darlington area.  

Following the Jackman family tradition of military service, JV joined up, 
too (on what would become my birthday and month - 15 December) in 1863 
in the newly-formed Co B of the 120th.  He would likely have taken part in 
the Atlanta Campaign May - Sept in 1864, including Resaca May 14-15th; 

Kennesaw Mountain most of June; 
been in pursuit of Hood toward the 
end of the war and other campaigns, 
his group crucial in the wrapping-up 
of the war.  Note: this is following his 
Company and not specific knowledge 
of what he went through!  He mus-
tered out on the 8th day of January 
in 1866.  For sure, we know that he 
was an early recipient of a Civil War 
pension beginning the last day of April 
in 1874 and received raises in 1878 
and 1898.  

Before going to war, he married 
Nancy Ann Cope (daughter of Chris-
tian and Mary Goudy Cope which is 
what I found in several sources, but 
some others insist on Lake) who was 
born in Butler County, Ohio 7 March 
1839 and passed in Darlington (they 
are buried there in the IOOF Cemetery 
– thanks to Velma Dalton for the great 
FAGrave picture) 27 Feb 1908 John 

passing 6 March, four years thereafter.  
Their oldest, John Oliver (28 June 1866-20 March 1952) and his wife, 

Victoria made John and Nancy grandparents several times (Frances; Hubert; 
Lynne; James Eugene; Helen Louise; Donald Harold and Joseph Wilbur – 
they married into the local Endicott; Hiatt; Shanklin and other families).  

Second son, William “Sherman” married Clara Stout and they were parents 
of at least two children Harry and Eva. They lived in Carroll County then 
Kokomo where he was a teamster and a truck driver.  

John and “Nan” as she was called had at least one child who died at an ear-
ly age (Charlie born late 1862 died May 1863 at 7 months). Buried Youngs 
Chapel near Cherry Grove.

Daughter Froney married George Ellis. No children.  He passed in 1923 
and she died almost 30 years later.  

Not 100% sure but think their daughter, Martha married George Miller (at 
least Earl and Hannah her children) – she passed of a couple of bad diseases 
at age 62 in 1925 and washed clothes for a living.  Please don’t quote me on 
this one, though! 

Mary Edith Jackman married Michael Lenhart and later a Russell – no 
children with either.  She kept a rooming house in a couple different cities 
and seemed to kind of be the one who kept the family together.  

Zachary “Taylor” Jackman was not quite 37 when he was killed while 
working in the Wabash train yards.  A switching engine backed up right on 
top of him breaking his neck.  Imagine his description when he registered for 
WWI is similar to most of the male Jackmans, being of medium height and 
build with brown hair and blue eyes.  Sadly, his wife, Pearl (Chambers) and 
their three children (Melba, 14 at Taylor’s passing; Letha, 11 and little Robert 
just one) would never peer into his beautiful eyes.  It was thought that Taylor 
had a heavy cap pulled down over his ears and he just didn’t hear the train.  

Hope that’s all their children! John enjoyed his horses and was found 
purchasing some in the old newspapers and I am assuming the things I found 
were him, if not likely a nephew.  Interesting little bleeps in the papers noted 
that he had his lap robe stolen in April 1893 while at Darlington on a Sat-
urday night.  The bleep noted “Two or three years work on the stone pile 
wouldn’t be any too good for such vagabonds that haven’t anything else to 
do but steal whips and laprobes.” 

John sure must have enjoyed pinochle as he was often noted as being the 
“champion player.”  Of course, as an excellent farmer, he was seen as renting 
acres from someone or marketing oats, corn or the like.  In Nov 1892, the 
Crawfordsville Review (via the Darlington Echo) noted that two of the area 
citizens were planning to drill for gas on John Jackman’s property or near 
there. “The lead is a good one and if the established signs do not fail gas will 
be found.  The vein has been traced by experts from Kempton and trends 
west to northwest of Crawfordsville 3 to 4 ½ miles.” Hmmmm wonder what 
happened with that! 

The whole Valentine Montgomery Memories has been fun to do and hope 
you enjoyed JVJ as one of our entries!

County Connections:  
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories

Thanks for reading Montgomery Memories!
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In Mo Co, it was a very good year in 1917 . . .
Waveland had a Chautau-

qua with benefits going to 
the Ft. Harrison Library for 
the boys.  Admission was 
25 cents adults, 15 cents 
children and it was held 

at the ME Church.  Many 
locals entertained.

21 Churches 
were listed in the 
1917 directory for 
C’ville, including 
11 denominations.

Jere West 
was Judge of 
the Circuit 
Court with 
Prosecuting 
attorney, HT 

Ristine

2167 men were registered here 
for WWI in 1917 – aged 21-30; 
the first to register was Phile-
tus S. Gould of 1104 W. Main, 
Crawfordsville.  His selection 
gave him 258 so lowest to reg-
ister and fairly low to be called. 
Opposite could be true as #1 in 

selection was Ora Miles, Rt 6 and 
#845 to register. Go figure!

10 Banking/
loan businesses 
were included 
in the directory 
mentioned here.  

Harry Miles; 
Jesse Omer Rusk; 
Lester Himes; Sam 

Priebe and Ray 
Short were the first 

called for their 
examination for 

WWI from Brown 
Township. 

Many local school 
academies trans-

formed into regular 
public schools this 

year, including 
Alamo, Waveland 
and likely others.

Sources used: Montgomery County INGenWeb page and 1917 Crawfordsville City directory 

Wingate HS won 
the Sectional basket-
ball championship 
with H. Irvin; H. 

Crane; R. Carney; L. 
Goldsberry; H. Bell; 

C. Crane; H. Kin-
del; M. Blacker and 
coached by Blacker. 

City mayor was WC Murphy.  
Clerk – Charles Harland; Treasurer 
Milton McKee; Attorney John Mur-
phy; Engineer JW Cragwall; Street 

Commissioner JS Donahue; Electric 
Light supt – Fred Miller; Chief of 
Police A Edgar Hill and Fire Chief 

John W. Hurley.  

Thank you for reading Montgomery Memories!

Some unusual busi-
nesses were George 
Fosdick’s ice cream 

manufacturing; Forrest 
Grimes cement blocks; 

Clark Marble Company; 
Adams Express Co; Pett 
Florist which was still 

in business decades later 
and many more! 

The Music 
Hall plus Arc 
and Joy the-

aters kept folks 
entertained.

The 
Crawfordsville 

Business College 
was quite popular.

C’ville had three 
railroads (NY 

Central; Vandalia 
and CI&L plus two 

interurban lines leav-
ing for Indianapolis 
and Lafayette on an 

hourly basis.

27 Lodges 
and societies 

were also 
listed in the 
1917 C’ville 

directory 

1917 was that year 
that 26-year-old 

dental student, Robert 
Boyland was given a 
medical exam for his 
college boards and 
discovered he had 

two-hearts! Born in 
Tenn – grew-up here! 

Wow!
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Although this is kind of next 
door in Fountain County, where 
Valentine Sowers (born 10 Dec 
1768 in Rowan County NC son 
of Philip, my immigrant ancestor 
from Katzenback Germany, and 
Christina Faust Sowers) passed 
away this month on the 4th in 
1843, his descendants, many with 
his first name are here in MoCo, 
as well as Parke and other nearby 
counties.  Appropriately, on Val-
entine’s Day in 1792 in Rowan, 
he married Anna Maria Eva Derr 
(b 10 Aug 1775 daughter of John 
Henry and Catharine Eddinger 
Derr).  Two daughters (Rebecca 
and Catherine) and nine sons (Mi-
chael, David, Johannes, Andreas, 
Heinrich, Philip, Matthias, Valen-
tine and their youngest, my ances-
tor, Lewis) were born to them.  

Even though most of his chil-
dren were grown, some married, 

the whole family came from Rowan and Davidson Counties in NC 
to the Wallace area in December 1838, travelling with the Grimes, 
Myers and Long families.  He sold his 380 acres in Davidson County 
and headed our way.  One son, John went back to NC.  Three (Matthi-
as “Tice”, Valentine and my ancestor Lewis) went to Kansas (Colby, 
Thomas County area).  One daughter, Catherine is buried in Illinois and 
the others all are resting in Phanuel Lutheran Church at Wallace with 
their father.  Six of them had a Valentine and there were a total of 113 
grandchildren, almost all growing to adulthood.  

Families Valentine’s children married into were Bowman, Grimes, 

Long (multiple); Winslow, Young, Myers and Shoaf.  I have never 
found Anna Maria Eva Derr Sowers’ death place or date, but I suspicion 
she may have passed at or not long after Lewis’ birth in NC.  She would 
have been 43 years and he her 11th child in 20 years of marriage.  Val-
entine never remarried and passed in Fountain 25 years later (see his old 
but interesting gravestone - thanks to R&K Hancock for photo).  

The name Valentine filters through this family for several generations 
– these are some of the family names where they connect to Valentine 
Sowers with sons named Valentine: Allen; Bowman; Bruner; Clodfelter; 
Crowder; Day; Hollingsworth; Leonard; Long; Overpeck; Sink; Sum-
mers and Yount.  

My Lewis Sowers son of Valentine and Anna Maria Eva Derr was 
born in Rowan Co NC later changed to Davidson 18 May 1818 and 
passed away in Colby, Kansas 10 Jan 1897.  Their oldest child, Annie 
Elizabeth married John Bryant Barker, one of my direct twins.  They 
were parents of four daughters (my great grandmother, Amanda Cath-
erine their oldest) and three sons, but no Valentine names as far as I 
know.  Some of these people I don’t have middle names for so there 
could be more Valentines along the way.  My ancestor, Annie Sowers 
Barker was the only one of Lewis’ children to remain in Indiana.  Along 
the family’s way to Kansas, her mother, Susanah Sink passed away in 
Bradyville, Page County, Iowa where they had stopped for a few years, 
having a couple of their youngest there and had a very old stone about 
40 years ago when we were there. Her stone was unique in that it said 
that she had lived as his wife for 24 years 7 months 2 days and “left 13 
children.”  We paid to have it fixed but on FindAGrave it’s not looking 
too fabulous at this point.  Most of Lewis’ children remained in Kansas 
but a couple went to Nebraska and Oklahoma.  Almost all were farmers.  
A couple fought in the Civil War and down to this day, his descendants 
are serving in the military (one of our grands a Navy nuke and another 
in the Air National Guards).  

The Sowers family is quite interesting and even though I’ve spent 
days upon days researching it, there is always more nifty things to find.  
Very glad they were my grandcestors!

Grandcestors
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories

This is our county! 
Why not help preserve its history by contributing to Montgomery Memories?

Email Karen Zach: karen.zach@sbcglobal.net      Subject: Montgomery Memories
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Talking the Success of 
Purdue’s Zach Edey
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Carroll, Rowinski, Others Laid 
Groundwork For Zach Edey At 
Purdue

Zach Edey is closing in on Purdue 
basketball history, not to mention his 
second consecutive Big Ten and Na-
tional Player of the Year awards.

Edey became the second Boilermaker 
to reach 2,000 points along with 1,000 
rebounds during Purdue’s 68-60 victory 
at Rutgers on Sunday.

All-American center Joe Barry 
Carroll (2,175 points and 1,148 re-
bounds) was the first of now six Big 
Ten Conference players to achieve that 
status. The others are Ohio State’s Herb 
Williams (2,011 points-1,111 rebounds), 
Michigan State’s Greg Kelser (2,014 
points-1,092 rebounds), Wisconsin’s 
Ethan Happ (2,230 points-1,217 
rebounds) and Indiana’s Trayce Jack-
son-Davis (2,258 points-1,143 re-
bounds).

With 2,047 points and 1,102 re-
bounds, Edey needs just two blocked 
shots to become the third player in 
NCAA history with 2,000 points, 1,000 
rebounds and 200 blocks while shooting 
at least 60 percent from the field.

The amazing feats of the 440th 
ranked recruit in 247 Sports’ composite 
rankings for the Class of 2020 are the 
latest in a string of unexpected success 
stories for Purdue basketball.

We’ll start this tale of overachieve-
ment with Carroll, who was so un-
heralded coming out of Denver East 
High School that the Lafayette Journal 

and Courier referred to him as “Barry 
Carroll” in its May 13, 1976 story that 
reported his signing.

Discovered by Purdue assistant 
George Faerber, who was in Denver 
looking at another prospect, Carroll 
came to Denver East as an uncoordinat-
ed 6-8 junior.

“He hadn’t caught up to his body and 
had a tough time making any moves,” 
Carroll’s high school coach, Rick 
Schraeder, told the Journal and Couri-
er’s Bruce Ramey in 1977. “He would 
bring the ball down on rebounds and 
kids who were 5-10 would tie him up.”

After averaging just 5.3 points and 
5.2 rebounds his junior season, Carroll 
underwent an off-season weight lifting 
and conditioning program.

“He worked for hours on agility 
drills and played a lot of playground 
and youth center games against college 
students and a couple of professional 
players,” Schraeder said. “His improve-
ment was just phenomenal.

“He was very receptive to coaching 
and knew who to listen to. He knew 
who could help him.”

Now standing 7 feet tall, Carroll had 
offers from Purdue, Missouri, South-
ern California, Oklahoma, Iowa and 
Kentucky according to Schraeder. The 
decision came down to Purdue and 
Missouri.

“The places that had a lot of glitter 
and tried to wine and dine him didn’t 
impress him as much as the places that 
were honest with him,” Schraeder said. 
“Purdue and Missouri … both stressed 
academics and showed him what life on 

campus would be like. They painted a 
very realistic picture. I think he finally 
chose Purdue because he preferred the 
Big Ten over the Big 8.”

Purdue head coach Fred Schaus knew 
he had a potential star on his hands 
early on.

“Carroll’s strength is his shot block-
ing and rebounding and that is what we 
are looking for,” Schaus told the Journal 
and Courier. “He will play an important 
part in our program, even as a fresh-
man.”

Carroll became a fan favorite right 
from the start with his shot blocking 
skills in a backup role behind Tom 
Scheffler. On Dec. 10, 1977, Carroll re-
corded the only triple-double in Purdue 
history with 16 points, 16 rebounds and 
a school record 11 blocked shots in an 
80-78 victory at Arizona.

By the time Lee Rose arrived as head 
coach for the 1978-79 season, Carroll 
was ready to break out. He averaged 
22.8 points, led the Big Ten in scoring 
and grabbed a school record 352 re-
bounds while earning first-team All-Big 
Ten honors.

Carroll was nearly unstoppable his se-
nior season, leading Purdue to the Final 
Four and earning first-team All-Ameri-
can and Big Ten honors in the process.

He scored 35 points in his final game 
as a Boilermaker, a consolation game 
victory against Iowa at the Final Four. 
That put Carroll’s career total at 2,175, 
which remains second to Mount on Pur-
due’s all-time scoring list. Carroll also 
left Purdue as the career record-holder 
for blocked shots (349).

Carroll briefly crossed paths with an-
other unexpected Purdue success story.

There were no expectations when Jim 
Rowinski followed in his father and 
sister’s paths to Purdue in 1980 from 
Syosset, Long Island. He had been cut 
from his high school basketball team as 
a 5-10 junior.

The first of two major growth spurts, 
maturing into a 6-3 forward by the start 
of his senior year, helped Rowinski not 
only make the varsity but earn all-con-
ference honors.

When Rowinski arrived in West 
Lafayette, he answered a callout by 
Purdue coach Lee Rose to fill a spot on 
the “Renegades” practice squad. When 
Gene Keady replaced Rose before the 
1980-81 season, he put Rowinski on 
scholarship. Now standing 6-8, Row-
inski played in six games and put up a 
modest eight points and nine rebounds.

When Russell Cross struggled with 

knee ailments, Rowinski made his first 
start against Houston in December 
1981 at the Sugar Bowl Classic in New 
Orleans. Rowinski held his own against 
future NBA legend Hakeem Olajuwon 
in a 59-58 loss. Rowinski grabbed a 
team-high 10 rebounds and scored nine 
points.

The performance was even more im-
pressive because after the game he was 
diagnosed with a slight shin fracture. 
That turned out to be a blessing for 
Rowinski and Purdue, which was able 
to redshirt him under the rules at that 
time.

That offseason began Rowinski’s 
transformation into a muscular center 
who earned the nickname “Mr. Atlas,” 
according to a story by the Journal and 
Courier’s Bob Scott.

“It was tough to sit on the sidelines 
last year, but I made the best of it by 
lifting weights and using a Nautilus,” 
Rowinski told Scott.

Rowinski gained national attention in 
a 1984 Sports Illustrated story, in which 
writer Curry Kirkpatrick called Rowins-
ki “the Prince of Pecs” with “muscula-
ture reminiscent of the Sears Tower.”

That extra year turned out to be spe-
cial for Rowinski, the Boilermakers and 
Keady. Purdue, picked to finish ninth, 
won a share of the 1984 Big Ten cham-
pionship. Rowinski won the Chicago 
Tribune’s Silver Basketball as the Big 
Ten’s Most Valuable Player.

“One of the most amazing stories 
in college basketball.” Keady said of 
Rowinski.

A larger, even stronger version of 
Rowinski came along a few years later.

Stephen Scheffler’s choices coming 
out of high school included a football 
scholarship offer from Michigan. The 
6-9, 255-pound Scheffler decided to 
follow in his brother Tom’s footsteps 
and play basketball at Purdue. Scheffler 
was not ranked among the top 250 play-
ers in the 1986 recruiting class despite 
averaging 22 points and 17 rebounds as 
a high school senior.

What Scheffler possessed in size, he 
lacked in confidence. A childhood diag-
nosis of dyslexia and the cruel teasing 
from other children left a deep wound 
in the thoughtful, polite young man.

Former Indianapolis Star writer Mark 
Monteith got to know Scheffler during 
the 1987-88 season when he began 
work on his book, “Passion Play.”

“You couldn’t meet a more naïve, 

Zach Edey
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honest and sincere person,” Montieth 
recalled on his website, markmontieth.
com. “This is a guy, keep in mind, who 
was so polite he said thank you to the 
referee every time he was handed the 
ball to shoot a free throw.”

The teasing continued during his 
freshman year at Purdue, leading Schef-
fler to consider leaving.

“I looked at my situation and said, 
“Do I really want to play this game any-
more?” Scheffler told the Journal and 
Courier’s Michael Perry in 1990.

Scheffler’s faith gave him the strength 
to persevere.

“I just didn’t want to be happy for 
the sake of being happy,” Scheffler told 
Perry. “That didn’t make any sense. So 
in a prayer I said. ‘It appears to me that 
this is what you wanted me to do. You 
wouldn’t want me to quit or anything 
like that, God. So as long as you want 
me to be in this, could you at least make 
it enjoyable?’ And believe it or not, it 
became enjoyable.”

It wasn’t so enjoyable for Purdue 
opponents, who could not stop Scheffler 
if he got the ball in scoring position. 
Scheffler left Purdue as its single-season 
and career field goal percentage leader 
(.685), as well as setting the NCAA 
career record.

And like Rowinski, Scheffler was 
named the Big Ten’s Most Valuable 
Player.

“Citizen Pain.” “The Custodian” 
“That #$@&%*!”

Brian Cardinal was called plenty of 
names during his career at Purdue but 
the one that stuck was “winner.”

Cardinal nearly willed coach Gene 
Keady to a Final Four in 2000. Not 
bad for someone who four years earlier 
didn’t think he belonged in a Purdue 
uniform.

Not recruited by his hometown Illi-
nois Fighting Illini, for whom his father 
was the basketball athletic trainer, Car-
dinal accepted a scholarship to Purdue 
and redshirted his first season. Cardinal 
paid back the Illini by never losing to 
them in nine games while at Purdue.

Cardinal’s early onset hairline reces-
sion made him the butt of old-age jokes 
for much of his time at Purdue, but the 
career of the 6-8, 235-pound Boilermak-
er remains a testament to his versatility. 
He could score in the post and on the 
perimeter, finishing with 1,584 points, 
hitting 130 3-pointers and shooting 

76.1 percent at the line. He could also 
rebound on both ends (749 rebounds), 
pass (277 assists) and defend, recording 
99 blocks and 259 steals, second all-
time. Cardinal helped the Boilers reach 
three Sweet 16s and the Elite Eight in 
2000.

He quickly became a fan favorite, in-
spiring the Journal and Courier in 1997 
to hold a nickname contest. “Citizen 
Pain” was the winner, suggested by a 
local middle school student. Other con-
tenders included “Rawhide, The Janitor, 
Fall Guy and Tolono Terror,” a nod to 
Cardinal’s hometown.

About the same time Cardinal was 
beginning to make an impact in the Big 
Ten, Willie Deane decided to walk on 
at Purdue after leaving Boston College 
following the 1998-99 season. Deane 
had followed his family to Fort Wayne, 
where his father was transferred by 
General Electric.

No one on Keady’s coaching staff had 
any idea who Deane was until he asked 
for a tryout.

“He started playing in some pickup 
games with our guys and asked if he 
could try out,” Purdue assistant Jim 
Thrash told the Journal and Courier’s 
Jeff Washburn. “We don’t know a lot 
about him other than he’s a good athlete 
and a nice kid.”

After sitting out the 1999-2000 sea-
son, Deane made an immediate impact. 
He scored 16 points, including Purdue’s 
final four, in the 72-69 upset of No. 1 
Arizona in the John Wooden Classic at 
Indianapolis.

“I was just looking for an opportunity 
to play,” Deane told Washburn in 2003. 
“I knew that if I worked hard enough, 
my work ethic eventually would pay 
off.”

That season, Deane earned first-team 
All-Big Ten honors.

“It’s just amazing how much he has 
grown over the years and learned how to 
play the game right,” Keady said at the 
time. “I certainly have a great deal of 
respect for his attitude being positive.”

****

Purdue’s Zach Edey Ties One Re-
cord, Closes In On Rick Mount

Inching closer to decades-long Purdue 
basketball records, Zach Edey added 
another milestone to his distinguished 

college career on Monday.
The 7-4 center was chosen Big Ten 

Player of the Week for the 10th time in 
his career, matching Ohio State’s Evan 
Turner for the most in league history.

Edey recorded his sixth career 30 
points-15 rebounds game in a 105-96 
overtime victory against Northwest-
ern. It was Edey’s 73rd consecutive 
double-figure scoring game, eclipsing 
Rick Mount. Mount had scored at least 
10 points in each of his 72 games as a 
Boilermaker.

Terry Dischinger’s school record for 
double-doubles fell at No. 6 Wiscon-
sin when Edey tallied 18 points, 13 
rebounds, three blocked shots and two 
assists in the 75-69 victory. Edey now 
has 55 career double-doubles.

Going into Saturday night’s game 
with Indiana in Mackey Arena, Edey 
ranks third nationally in scoring (23.1 
ppg), fourth in rebounds (11.7 repg), 
14th in field goal percentage (.631) and 
14th in blocked shots per game (2.). Just 
three players in NCAA history (2002-
03 – Chris Kaman, Central Michigan; 
1997-98 – Michael Olowokandi, Pacif-
ic; 1993-94 – Carlos Rogers, Tennessee 
State) have ever finished in the top 15 in 
all four categories.

Edey’s 1,115 career rebounds places 
him within 33 of matching Joe Barry 
Carroll’s 44-year-old Purdue record. 
With 2,065 points, Edey has climbed 
into fifth place in Boilermaker history. 
He’ll almost certain take over fourth 

place Saturday night, standing just nine 
points off Dave Schellhase’s 2,074 
points.

For 54 years, Mount’s record of 2,323 
points seemed unreachable, especially 
in this era of early departures to the 
NBA. But Edey is 258 points away 
from matching the “Rocket.” With a 
guarantee of 10 games left in his career 
(eight regular season, one Big Ten 
Tournament, one NCAA Tournament), 
Edey has a better than average chance of 
catching Mount.

Difference maker
While Edey gets much of the media 

attention, an argument could be made 
that fifth-year senior guard Lance Jones 
deserved the Big Ten Player of the Week 
award.

Jones had 26 points against North-
western. He followed that effort with 20 
points, six rebounds and three assists at 
Wisconsin. In those two games, Jones 
shot 8 of 14 from 3-point range to raise 
his Big Ten 3-point shooting percentage 
to 38.2.

The Southern Illinois transfer hasn’t 
been totally overlooked. Kevin Sweeney 
of SI.com rated Jones among his five 
“X-Factors” for national championship 
contenders.

“Jones has brought a competitive fire 
that has helped the Boilermakers in big 
games,” said Sweeney, who wrote this 
before the Northwestern and Wisconsin 

Braden Smith Lance Jones

See KENNY Page 4



games. “Purdue’s March bugaboos have 
been outside shooting and perimeter de-
fense, with Matt Painter often bemoan-
ing his team’s struggles with smaller 
guards in the Big Dance. Jones can 
solve these problems if he keeps playing 
how he has of late.”

Fueling the fire
Westfield graduate Braden Smith 

somehow was left off the Bob Cousy 
Award semifinalists list despite being 
the only college basketball player in 
America averaging at least 12 points 
(12.4), seven assists (7.3) and five re-
bounds (5.4) per game.

The Purdue point guard came through 
again at Wisconsin, contributing 19 
points, six rebounds, three assists and 
two steals. With 167 assists going into 
the Indiana game, Smith is within reach 

of Bruce Parkinson’s single-season 
record of 207 set in 1975.

The 10 Cousy semifinalists include 
Tyler Kolek of Marquette and Zakai 
Zeigler of Tennessee, whose schools 
Purdue defeated in the Maui Invitation-
al. Northwestern’s Boo Buie also is on 
the list for the award that honors college 
basketball’s best point guard.

Since the Jan. 29 announcement, 
Smith has averaged 15 points, 9.5 assists 
and 5 rebounds per game.

Purdue atop NFL passing list
With Aidan O’Connell making 10 

starts this season for the Las Vegas 
Raiders, Purdue has widened the gap 
over Notre Dame for all-time NFL pass-
ing yards and passing touchdowns.

O’Connell’s 2,218 yards and 12 
TD passes boosted Purdue’s totals to 

251,351 yards and 1,656 touchdowns. 
Drew Brees’ 80,358 yards and 571 
touchdowns will likely stand as Pur-
due’s NFL standard bearer for quite 
some time.

Notre Dame fans won’t need three 
guesses to figure out who tops the Fight-
ing Irish NFL list. Joe Montana’s 40,551 
yards and 273 touchdowns easily outdis-
tances second-place Joe Thiesmann’s 
25,206 yards and 160 TDs.

Notre Dame quarterbacks have 
thrown for 178,319 yards and 1,144 
touchdowns.

Top-heavy Big Ten?
In case you didn’t think Big Ten foot-

ball was difficult enough with reigning 
national champion Michigan, Ohio State 
and Penn State at the top, consider these 
early 2024 Top 25 rankings with the ad-
ditions of national runner-up Washing-
ton, Oregon, traditional power Southern 
Cal and UCLA.

Pat Forde of Sports Illustrated has Or-
egon No. 2 behind Georgia. Ohio State 
is fifth, Michigan sixth and Penn State 
11th. Washington (15th) and Southern 
Cal (25th) made Forde’s cut as well.

Dennis Dodd of CBS Sports has 
Michigan (3rd), Oregon (4th) and Ohio 
State (6th) in his rankings that were 
also topped by Georgia. Dodd also has 
Washington 15th and Penn State 16th.

Iowa (22nd) cracks the early top 25 of 
The Athletic’s Stuart Mandel. Four Big 
Ten teams – Oregon (3rd), Ohio State 
(4th), Michigan (6th) and Washington 
(7th) made Mandel’s Top 10. Mandel 
slotted Penn State at No. 18.

With divisional play discarded by the 
new 18-team Big Ten, the top two teams 
will meet in the Big Ten Championship 
Game. Many, including myself, were 

concerned that most years that would 
result in back-to-back weeks of Mich-
igan-Ohio State matchups. But if these 
national sports writers are accurate in 
their predictions (very unlikely), cham-
pionship game options would be Ore-
gon-Ohio State or Michigan-Oregon.

New coaches report card
There was no grading on a curve for 

On3Sports.com writer Jesse Simonton, 
who handed out very few high marks 
for the 11 college football head coaches 
who made their Power 5 debuts in 2023.

One of the highest grades went to 
former Purdue coach Jeff Brohm, who 
earned a B-plus for his return to home-
town Louisville.

“Brohm delivered on his promise to 
quickly resurrect his alma mater, taking 
advantage of a posh schedule (no Flori-
da State, Clemson or North Carolina in 
the regular season) to take the Cardi-
nals to their first ACC Championship 
Game,” Simonton wrote. “Louisville 
had Top 25 victories over Notre Dame 
and Duke and won 10 games for the first 
time since 2013.”

Brohm’s replacement, Ryan Walters, 
was given a C-minus after finishing 4-8.

“The program’s continued transition 
will be interesting to see unfold in a 
changing Big Ten next season,” Simon-
ton wrote.

Nebraska’s Matt Rhule was the 
valedictorian of the trio of new Big Ten 
coaches, earning a C-plus after going 
5-7. Wisconsin’s Luke Fickell received 
a C-minus as well.

Kenny Thompson is the former sports 
editor for the Lafayette Journal & Courier 
and an award-winning journalist. He has 
covered Purdue athletics for many years.
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Þ KENNY From Page 3

Thank you for reading 
Montgomery Sports Report!
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