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The Paper appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

BUD WRIGHT
 for subscribing!

If you have diabetes, it’s important to
do aerobic AND weight training.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr.
John Roberts. Be sure to catch his column each

week in The Paper and online at
www.thepaper24-7. com

The Hoosier Authors Book Club will discuss
Shakespeare Saved My Life by Laura
Bates in the Lew Wallace Carriage House
on April 18 at 7 p.m. There are a limited
number of books and one audio version
now available for check out at the Carriage
House at the General Lew Wallace Study &
Museum. Other books that will be read by
the Hoosier Authors Book Club this year
include: Hoosier Public Enemy: A Life of
John Dillinger by John A. Beinke on June
20, You Should See Me in a Crown by Leah
Johnson on July 18, An Abundance of
Katherines by John Green on September
19, and The Magic Garden by Gene
Stratton-Porter on October 24.  All
discussions are free and open to the
public. For more information about the
Hoosier Authors Book Club visit
https://www.ben-hur.com/
programs/hoosier-authors-book-club/.

THREE THINGS
You Should Know

An IU professor will receive the 2024 Mani L. Bhaumik
Breakthrough of the Year Award for his research that laid the
foundation for drugs that are transforming the treatment of
obesity worldwide. Richard DiMarchi was selected by a committee
of editors and senior leadership at Science for their
transformative work to advance understanding of GLP-1 agonists.
DiMarchi is a co-inventor of more than 100 U.S. patents, co-
author of more than 250 scientific papers and co-founder of eight
successful biotechnology start-up companies. He has been a
leader in the discovery, development and manufacture of new
drugs that improve countless lives impacted by diabetes and
other endocrine diseases.

NTT INDYCAR SERIES drivers are participating in a 108th
Indianapolis 500 presented by Gainbridge Open Test on today
and Thursday on the famed 2.5-mile oval at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. Today, veterans are on the track at 11 a.m. Rookie
Orientation Program and refresher tests begin at 1 p.m. and all
participants are back on track from 3-6 p.m. All cars are scheduled
to be on track from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday. The test will be
streamed on Peacock for U.S. residents and INDYCAR LIVE for
international markets.
 
Secretary of State Diego Morales broke his own record by visiting
all 92 Indiana counties within three months. Morales has met with
county clerks, prosecutors, sheriffs, business owners, auto dealers
and students. In 2023, Secretary Morales visited all 92 counties
within the first six months of taking office. Morales said he plans
to continue visiting counties, especially leading up to the primary
and throughout the summer months.
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I do not
pretend to be
an authority on
the Mideast or
Israel. Of the
10 or 12 regular
readers of
these

 “It’s easy to take
for granted the
ability to read,”
said Anthony
Tharp, assistant
superintendent
for North
Montgomery
Schools. Yet one
of every five

Ghost is a 3 year old male white
German Shepherd that has
been at The Animal Welfare
League of Montgomery County
(AWL) since 2/27/2024 (brought
in as a stray). Ghost loves going
out for walks, getting brushed,
and will gladly sit for treats!  
Ghost is looking for his best
friend! Could that be you?  
AWL can also ALWAYS use
helping hands! Want to help
scoop litter boxes, do laundry,
clean kennels, kitty snuggles,
walk dogs, doggy snuggles,
cat/dog enrichment?! Come
say hi! - Volunteer - Donate -
Adopt - Foster!

scribblings, some of you
may recall my wife and I
went on a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land in 2022.

While fascinating and
enlightening, we
understand it did not make
us experts.

That said, I do have some See TIM  Page A3

See BUTCH  Page A3

BUTCH
DALE
Columnist

Are you one
of those
people who
complain
about
inflation,
debt, the
rising costs of
food, gas,

housing, health care, etc.?
Do you despise going to
work every day and not
being paid enough? Well,
brighten up, buttercup! It
could be a lot worse. In
1999, Margaret Wray
interviewed local residents
who grew up during the
Great Depression in the
1930s.

Alva Fidler . . . "Dad died
when I was 7 weeks old. It
was tough for my mother to
make a living for herself and
my sister and me. She did

Isaiah 59:19 So shall they
fear the name of the LORD

from the west, and his glory
from the rising of the sun.

When the enemy shall come
in like a flood, the Spirit of

the LORD shall lift up a
standard against him.

“The hardest thing in the world to
understand is the income tax.”
Albert Einstein

Congress is raising taxes 3.14
percent. It’s called the Pi-rate rate.

Hoosier kids struggles to read
when they exit third grade.
Just when they’re expected to
read to learn, they still need to
learn to read, and teachers
know that if they don’t catch
up, they’ll continue to struggle
through the rest of school and
into adult life.

Because so many students
have a deficit in
reading/literacy skills that can
affect their entire lives, state
educators and legislators have
taken dramatic steps to
improve how to teach reading
and when to hold back
students who haven’t yet
mastered the skill. From
enacting a new law that will
retain third graders who fail
the I-READ to pivoting towards
research-backed reading
instruction, Hoosiers are
facing some dramatic, and
critical, actions to improve
literacy for each student in the
state.

One of five educators who will
contribute to the Teaching
Literacy in Montgomery
County Forum on Tuesday,
Tharp noted that “the ability
to read “impacts the quality of
life for an individual, and
eventually it can impact the
family. If you have struggled
with reading, it impacts your
livelihood probably in a lot of
different ways that you think
about the individual, the
family structure, but then
ripples out to the community
and to workforce
development.”

The forum, which begins at 6
p.m. at Crawfordsville High
School Commons, includes a
panel of four educators,
Brittany Cooper, CCSC
Director of Elementary
Education, Wendy Myers,
Southmont Director of
Student Services, Lisa Walter,
MCCF Early Childhood
Coalition, along with Anthony
Tharp, PhD, and will be
moderated by Kathy Steele,
PhD, former CCSC
Superintendent. They will
discuss their schools’ shift to
data-driven, tried-and-true
reading instruction. They want
parents and community
members to understand the
link between literacy and
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The Paper of Montgomery County presents…

Exploring Britain & Ireland
September 14 – 28, 2024

LWV, schools,
MCCF Partner on
Reading Forum

There’s No Good Answer for Israel
opinions and forgive me,
but I’m sure some will say
they are harsh.

Too bad.

For all the people who are
screaming for Israel to stop
its efforts to eradicate
Hamas, could you please
explain what you think
Israel should do?

Let’s recap first.

Hamas has publicly said it
wants to kill all the Jews.

That is not debatable. Here

are some excerpts from The
Hamas Covenant. It was
issued in 1988 and is
consistent throughout in its
goal to destroy Israel
through violence.

“The Islamic Resistance
Movement is a
distinguished
Palestinian movement,
whose allegiance is to
Allah, and whose way of
life is Islam. It strives to
raise the banner of Allah
over every inch of
Palestine." (Article 6)

Memories of the Great Depression
washing and ironing for
people to help make ends
meet. My family and I
survived with help from
kind people who had
compassion for a widow
and her children. The
township trustee supplied
fuel to help heat our home,
and farmers at butchering
time would bring meat to
help feed us. I helped mow,
trim and dig graves at the
cemeteries. I was paid 30
cents an hour. In 1937, I
managed to save $10 to
buy a 1921 Model T Ford. I
graduated in 1938 and
worked for Sam Stewart in
the business of heating and
plumbing, 10 hours a day,
six days a week, for $9 a
week."

Dora Cohee . . . "Times were
beginning to get really bad.

The Darlington bank closed
and that was where all our
money was. Our washer
wore out and I can still see
my mother washing clothes
on a wash board under a
tree in our yard. She had so
many overalls to wash that
her knuckles would bleed
before she got done. My
older brothers quit school
to work on farms. Mother
had always cut our hair and
made all the girls' dresses
coats, and hats. Taking our
lunches to school, we
always had peanut butter
with Mother's good sliced
pickles on it. No one had
any money to go places, so
you made your own fun."

Marian Johnson . . . "I was
10 years old when the

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.BObxVX7WN8OHgCxX0k3K8H12ulesLigG52OSSyydjsCXiSGFP9I2j2Gytt934N-2BniwZOO6xNJNc8PE38MYYx1Bq2iiaYY1im6hUQdI25AxmMkOIE7kBlRU-2BP47gqDXd2-jSg_UVtVxPTL-2FmizbAStvnOQ51-2Bbe2gayPe67TSI1zmdNOkyKGO1ht-2Bubj-2BDrAl2YVh4-2F5ZcOtrsrWy-2BTweZGY6suLb1z6zFF1s0oIgElwToQBupEN9GgLeIbAWwPwJzeA7SEFxgQ2tfk3OwwIixM736hLuFoRPVoirjw7b15ntPm-2FWxgV4s6mBD6FTXfe3jw0bX16pC4JMxCG6QxAXLUN6qUIdCDdck4tUhch623BknpuHqbx-2B8C4IHg49vQ9OYQPpJy67dneaYOBiqPIjKVf3YH8ytC34XOvK52FkMMI0e1PvzMO26tyvaBijg0pnnUA9rAGo5EAbrRZnLtyytqUE4Al3ocvZw4oKm6Wgun4X12CP-2BSPOJIY7yXXaTS2kAniuN
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The Paper of 
Montgomery County 

presents…

Exploring Britain & Ireland

September 14 – 28, 2024

For more information 
contact Collette 

1-800-581-8942 
Please refer to 

booking #1240271

127 E. Main St. Suite 103 • P.O. Box 272 •  Crawfordsville, IN 47933
MAIN: 765- 361-0100 • CLASSIFIEDS: 765-361-8888 • FAX: 765-361-5901
  www.thepaper24-7.com • TWITTER @ThePaperNews @ThePaperSports       

Butch Dale’s 
Flashback Trivia

Do You Recognize This Person?

Hint: This 1960 New Ross
graduate became one of

Crawfordsville’s most successful
businessmen.

Answer on 
Page A3
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OBITUARIES

Patsy married Ed Stephens June 28th, 1959,
and would have celebrated 65 years of marriage
in June. Ed and Patsy have 3 children.

Proceeding Patsy in death are both her parents
and her brother Dean. Surviving is her sister
Peggy (John) Dixon, husband Edward, daughter
Debbie Barnett (Jack), Cindy (Beth) and son
Terry (Pam), 4 grandchildren and 11 great
grandchildren.

Patsy was a yell leader during her school years
and an obvious extrovert. She loved people and
didn't know a stranger. Upon landing on the
island of St Martin we were met with a woman
yelling "Patsy, Patsy" across the tarmac! She
knew someone everywhere we went!

Patsy loved sports and through the years
participated in community volleyball and
softball. She was an avid basketball fan,
especially IU. Patsy attended all her kids,
grandkids, and great grand kids’ events, ever the
most enthusiastic fan! She was an avid euchre
player and belonged to 3 card clubs! She loved
her card friends and made it known, no one
messed with her card days!

Her love for sports and cards was trumped by
her love for her family. Patsy worked alongside
Ed, farming and running a business, but it was
her home and family where she put her heart.
She loved to feed everyone and everything. The
stray cat Bozo is the best fed stray in the
county!

Patsy was a member of the Double Dozen Home
Ec Club for many years. Patsy was infamous for
her homemade noodles. She loved cooking for
her family and never failed to bring her
specialties to each family gathering wherever it
might be. She was a skilled hostess and whether
it was July 4th at the lake, Thanksgiving on the
farm or most recently Easter at her grandsons,
she made each holiday special for everyone!

Patsy loved God and believed in second
chances. She always supported the underdog
and encouraged many who were struggling.

We celebrate she is with the her loved ones and
the Lord

A visitation for Patsy will be held at Sanders
Priebe Funeral Care, 315 S. Washington Street in
Crawfordsville on Thursday, April 11, 2024, from
3:00 pm until 7:00pm. Additional visitation will
be held on Friday, April 12, 2024, from 12:00
noon until the time of the funeral service at
1:00 pm with Pastors Kurt Flora and Mike
Whitacre officiating. Burial will follow at Indian
Creek Hill Cemetery. Share memories and
condolences online at
www.sandersfuneralcare.com.

Patsy Stephens
August 12, 1941  - April 7, 2024 

Patsy Lou Williams
Stephens born
August 12, 1941, to
Bryce and Edith
Willams of New
Market, died April 7,
2024.

Patsy went to
school at New
Market High School.
She graduated in
1959.

and Mabel Elliott Garrett. He graduated from
New Ross High School where he was his senior
class Vice President and Salutatorian. He served
six and half years in the National Guard. Randall
then worked as a proofreader and art worker at
R.R. Donnelley’s for 41 years.

Randall married the love of his life, Lucille
Bailey on June 28, 1952, she survives. He was a
50+-year member of First Christian Church,
where he was an elder, chairman of many
committees, taught Sunday school, and went on
many mission trips to New Orleans. Randall was
a long-time committee member for the
Strawberry Festival and helped build many sets
for the Sugar Creek Players at the Vanity
Theater. He walked many miles at the Sugar
Creek Trails. Randall had a deep love for art,
painting, and photography. But most of all,
Randall’s joy in life came from spending time
with his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Survivors include: wife, Lucille Garrett; son,
Phillip Garrett; grandchildren, Neil (Melissa)
Garrett of Swansea, Illinois, Elizabeth (Jared)
Kirby of Crawfordsville, Indiana, and Allison
(Brian) Pyle of Crawfordsville, Indiana; great-
grandchildren, Leah, Callaway, Sawyer, Ava, and
Bryson; brothers Lee and John Garrett and
several nieces and nephews.

James was preceded in death by his parents;
brothers, Jerry and Victor Garrett; and infant
sister, Joy Elizabeth.

Visitation will be at Burkhart Funeral Home on
Thursday April 11, 2024 from 11 am to 1 pm.
Service will follow at 1pm, led by Pastor Darla
Goodrich. Burial will follow at Oak Hill South
Cemetery.

Memorial donations can be made to
Crawfordsville Park and Rec Department or
First Christian Church or Montgomery County
Community Foundation.

Online condolence can be made at
www.burkhartfh.com

James Randall Garrett
October 28, 1933- April 4, 2024

James Randall
Garrett, of
Crawfordsville,
passed away
peacefully at home,
surrounded by his
family on April 4,
2024. He was 90.

Randall was born
on October 28,
1933 in Norwood,
Kentucky to Henry 

Public Invited to Learn about Teaching Literacy in Montgomery County
On Tuesday at 6 p.m. in
the Crawfordsville High
School Commons, a
panel of teachers will
speak to the public
about how our children
learn to read in
Montgomery County.
Panel members will
represent all three
school districts and our
early childhood
coalition. While this is a
program of interest to
everyone in the public,
parents of pre-school
and school-age children
are especially invited to
come to learn, to share
experiences, and see
ways that we can all
support literacy in our
community.

In recent years, and
especially since the
pandemic, state
statistics on literacy
rates in Indiana have
been concerning to
many. This has led to
the perception that we
have a literacy “crisis”
in the state and to a
push for schools to
move to adopt the
science of reading. Here
in Montgomery County
we face these
challenges in helping
our children learn to
read, but our schools
have robust reading
programs that are
aligned with one
another, and are
effective. This is not to

say that there are not
many challenges. Each
panel member will
address a crucial piece
of the reading
landscape in our
schools, and how
parents can help build a
strong foundation in
children early in life.

Panel members for the
evening include: Wendy
Myers (South
Montgomery), Lisa
Walter (MCCF Early
Childhood Coalition),
Brittany Cooper
(Crawfordsville), and
Anthony Tharp (North
Montgomery). Dr.
Kathleen Steele, retired
superintendent of the

Crawfordsville
Community School
Corporation will be the
panel moderator.

During this lively
session, audience
members will be
encouraged to think
about their own literacy
formation, and there
will be an opportunity
for Q&A after the
presentations.
Attendees will also be
eligible for door prize
drawings for gift cards
to local cafes. Courtesy
of Random House,
children’s books will be
given away free.

As citizens it behooves

Thank you for reading The Paper

See LITERACY on Page A5

Brittany Cooper Grant Tharp Wendy Myers

Lisa Walter Kathy Steele

 us to
understand
more fully how
reading
education
happens in our
county, what
our county

statistics are, and how
we can work as a
community to support
our parents, our
teachers, and our
children as we together
to be a more fully
literate community.

The panel will address
these issues and others.
Audience members will
see footage of teachers
and students engaged
in the “learning to read”
process.

mailto:circulation@thepaper24-7.com
mailto:news@thepaper24-7.com
mailto:legals@thepaper24-7.com
mailto:business@thepaper24-7.com
mailto:circulation@thepaper24-7.com
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worst of the Depression
hit. The boys seemed to
get new pants and shirts
once in a while, but the
girls usually wore hand-
me-downs from aunts,
cousins, etc. We didn't
buy much canned
goods. Mom home-
canned everything so a
tin can was something
to hold on to. Dad's
health was pretty bad.
The doctors thought he
had cancer, and didn't
have long to live. All of
us six kids were still at
home. This was a long
time before insurance
and Social Security, so
he was trying to figure
out a way for Mom to be
able to raise us. We built
a chicken hatchery from
used bricks and ran that
for eight years."

Don Weliever . . . "Dad
bought the farm right
before the Depression.
For years after that he
had to pay $84 interest
twice a year. The
insurance company
didn't care about the
principal, they wanted
the interest. As soon as
he paid one, he had to
start saving for the next
payment. We ran a
dairy, bottled milk and
delivered it in town.
Dick and I sold
horseradish that Mother
made. When we were in
high school a lot of us
boys joined the National
Guard. We were 15
years old and were
supposed to be 18. They
paid $13 per quarter,
which was good money
then."

Ed Kirkpatrick . . . "I
recall eating lots of rice
cakes made from rice
left over from breakfast.
Mother used grated
orange peels for
furniture polish. Two
upstairs bedrooms were
not finished until
Mother covered them
with cardboard. In the

TIM From Page A1

The Islamic
Resistance
Movement is a
distinguished
Palestinian
movement, whose
allegiance is to Allah,
and whose way of
life is Islam. It strives
to raise the banner
of Allah over every
inch of Palestine."
(Article 6)
"Israel will exist and
will continue to exist
until Islam will
obliterate it, just as
it obliterated others
before it."
(Preamble)
"[Peace] initiatives,
and so-called
peaceful solutions
and international
conferences are in
contradiction to the
principles of the
Islamic Resistance
Movement... Those
conferences are no
more than a means
to appoint the
infidels as
arbitrators in the
lands of Islam...
There is no solution
for the Palestinian
problem except by
Jihad. Initiatives,
proposals and
international
conferences are but
a waste of time, an
exercise in futility."
(Article 13)
The Day of
Judgment will not
come about until
Moslems fight Jews
and kill them. Then,
the Jews will hide
behind rocks and
trees, and the rocks
and trees will cry
out: 'O Moslem,
there is a Jew hiding
behind me, come
and kill him." (Article
7)

Seems plain that there’s
not much room to
negotiate there. It
seems plain that this is
what life sometimes

Butch Dale’s
Flashback Trivia

Answer: 
 Mike Whitecotton

LWV From Page A1

personal empowerment.
Strong reading skills give
individuals agency in
every aspect of life,
from acing a job
application to teaching
yourself new skills to
getting cultural
references in your
favorite show to
bonding with your child
or grandchild over a
classic book.

The term you might hear
is the “science of
reading,” which merely
means teachers are
ensuring that they are
teaching reading skills
from preschool up with
research-based
practices. It means they
are pacing the process
to meet students at their
developmental stage.

 Tharp noted that
Montgomery County
educators across
corporations have
already implemented
research-driven reading
instruction, a process
they began as they
focused on methods to
address dyslexia. The
science includes
identifying and naming
each stage and testing
the techniques that
work best at that stage.
It starts with phonemic
awareness, which simply
means helping students
recognize and
manipulate sounds

See LWV on 
Page A5

becomes – win or lose.
If Israel walks away now,
then it can simply begin
counting the days until
the next Oct. 7.
And just for the record,
Israel has indeed stated
it will stop fighting if
Hamas releases all the
hostages and
surrender.)

Still, I get it. The optics –
a word I hate – look bad.
And in today’s world,
optics are important.
Forget facts. Forget
justice. Forget reality.
It’s about appearances.

Let’s go back in time a
ways, shall we? How
about 80 years?. We’re
now in 1944. Franklin
Delano Roosevelt was
president, serving his
fourth term. A year
later, almost to the day,
he would be dead and
Harry S. Truman would
serve as our country’s
33rd president.

Almost immediately, he
was faced with a
monumental decision –
a decision perhaps
larger than any since
Abe Lincoln’s term
during the Civil War.

A plan was in place to
build an atomic bomb.
The bomb was so
powerful that Truman’s
advisors told him it
would force Japan to
end the war.

Now remember, by that
time we had gone from
shaky ground to odds-
on favorite to emerge
from WW II victorious.
U.S. troops defeated
Germany less than a
month after Truman
was sworn in and the
war in the Pacific was
inching ever closer to
Japan.

Thing is, it was slow
going. And slow meant
deadly. U.S. boys were

winter we used horse
blankets for warmth. My
grandmother made my
shirts from old men's
shirts. Mother darned
many socks. You could
buy shoe soles and heels
at the dime store to
repair worn shoes."

Billie Wilkinson . . .
"Darlington had hobos
who rode the railroads in
those years. Some came
to our door and Mother
always had something to
give – sandwich, apple,
coffee and cookies."

Compared to the past,
today's economic woes
aren't so bad. Just be
smart with your money.
Ladies, if your big-
spender husband buys
something he doesn't
need just to impress
someone he doesn't care
about, inform him that
eventually he will have to
sell something he DOES
need. And to you guys
out there who are
married to shopaholic
women . . . if someone
steals your credit cards, I
suggest that you DO NOT
report it. The thief will
spend less than your
wife.

If all else fails, you still
have options. Purchase
lottery tickets and pray.
Lock yourself in the
closet. Claim insanity and
be placed in an
institution. Drink.
Remember what Jerry
Seinfeld said . . . "Dogs
don't have any money.
They are broke their
entire lives. But they are
happy. Of course, it
could be because they
don't have pockets."

John “Butch” Dale is a
retired teacher and
County Sheriff. He has
also been the librarian at
Darlington the past 35
years, and is a well-
known artist and author
of local history.

dying daily and the
estimates of how many
GIs would lose their
lives in a direct invasion
of Japan were
staggering. Some
generals said as many
as a million U.S.
servicemen would wind
up casualties of war.

The atomic bomb – the
Manhattan Project –
was supposed to avoid
all that.

You know the outcome.

Truman decided to drop
the bomb. Twice.
Estimates of those killed
in Hiroshima ranged up
to almost 150,000. In
Nagasaki it was 80,000.

Almost a quarter of a
million people killed.

By us.

Most of whom were
women, children,
elderly and not soldiers.

Think if that happened
today.

Those who care about
optics would lose their
minds.

Forget the fact that we
were at war with Japan.
Forget the fact that we
offered them the
opportunity to
surrender. Forget the
fact that they started
the war with a sneak
attack that killed a
couple thousand of us.

Starting to sound
familiar?

The weight of that
decision is something
I’m sure none of us can
understand. Truman
knew, he had to know,
that his signature on
one simple order would
result in babies being
killed, mothers,
children, wives . . . Yet,
he also knew that if he
didn’t sign it, babies,
mothers, children, wives
would lose countless
fathers, sons and
husbands.

No one celebrated
those deaths. No one
felt even remotely good
about it. There is
nothing good about war.
Nothing.

But when you are in
one, the objective isn’t
optics. It isn’t political
correctness. It’s
winning, and hopefully
preventing future wars.
God bless Harry Truman
for bearing the weight
of that decision in the
manner he did..
We live in a different
world today – certainly
better in some ways,
not so much in others.
But when it comes to
Israel, history stands
repeating.
 
Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically on
Wednesdays in The
Paper. Timmons is the
publisher of The Paper
and can be contacted
at ttimmons@
thepaper24-7.com.

within words. For
example, helping a
student know when the
letter E makes the short
‘eh’ sound versus the
long e ‘eeee’ sound or is
silent. Or why c-h makes
the ch sound, and so
forth. When we learn the
patterns of when an “e”
makes different sounds,
we can attack unfamiliar
words, test out what
works, by breaking a
word into smaller parts,
then putting it back
together as a whole.

The next stage, phonics
and word recognition,
looks at how those
sounds work together to
create words. Like the
“ee” between m and k or
“ea” between m and t
both make the same
sounds. Phonics helps
readers learn how
individual sounds are
dependent on the
sounds around them.
Helping students
decode these
relationships helps them
determine which word
they’re reading. If
they’ve never heard the
word, they can still
sound it out, and with
some related knowledge
determine what it means
as they hear it used.
Word and sound
recognition require
adult intervention,
Tharp noted. We might
think it’s adorable when

our kids says li-bary
instead of lib-rary or
pah-sgetti to spagh-etti,
but we also need to help
them hear the correct
sounds.

 “Phonics and word
recognition is really just
teaching students to
recognize and
manipulate the sounds
within words,” said
Tharp. Strong readers
know how to break a
word into individual
sounds, use what they
know about
dependencies, and
figure out syllables, then
put syllables together
into words. “Once they
understand the pattern,
they can then transfer
to other patterns.”
 To help their readers,
any parent can play a
few games to improve
students’ skills. Tharp
suggested that parents
can help at home with
reading simple fun
books in the evenings.
Keep your fingers on the
words as you read,
showing kids left to
right, “a basic ability
that we need to ensure
students know,” said
Tharp. “Practice letting
them read, pointing
from one word to the
next. Then have them
read cereal boxes during
breakfast. Play I Spy
while you're traveling
down the road. If your

kids come home with a
word list, try to have
them find those words in
the text around them.”

Once emerging readers
can use what they know
to tackle an unfamiliar
word by its parts, they
can develop word
fluency. That’s where
they recognize the word
from seeing it so often,
they no longer need to
sound it out, part by
part. Their next step is
sentence fluency, where
they can read word to
word in a sentence and
understand the
sentence as a larger
chunk, an idea. At first,
this requires simple read
alouds that are re-read
until students can read
nice fluid sentences
without a lot of breaks.
At first, Tharp noted,
they’re “not fixated on
comprehension of
understanding that
sentence. They’re just
being able to read that
sentence without a lot
of pauses and with a
smooth expression.” All
of this takes practice
and multi-sensory
approaches, which
Tharp said most districts
are doing through
structured literacy
programs that increase
fluency.

Once kids can read
passages smoothly, it

leads to reading
comprehension. To get
there, teachers need to
check each student’s
oral reading fluency with
a simple two-minute test
that measures how
many words a student
can read correctly
within two minutes.
Teachers will monitor
the growth trajectory for
our students and use
that to evaluate their
own effectiveness in
reading instruction.

 Finally, students will
expand their vocabulary.
“I love vocabulary
because you can
practice in everyday life
with everyday things.
Those basic
conversations at the
kitchen table you can
quiz your kids on what
they think that word
means. If they use that
big word, unpack it,”
said Tharp. But even
every day words merit a
conversation. “A word
that I love to unpack all
the time is good. When I
hear someone say you
did a good job, I ask
them to define good for
me. We tell students all
the time to behave or be
good, like, but what does
that mean? You're going
to have a lot of deep rich
conversations because
there are a lot of
interpretations. But as
you're building

vocabulary, you’ll hear
from young scholars
with their impression or
interpretation of
vocabulary words, what
it means to them,” Tharp
said.

Reading and writing are
two complex, multi-level
skills. They improve with
practice at home and in
school.

 “We would love for
parents to get time in
their busy schedules to
just read with their kids
and talk about what
they've read with their
kids,” said Tharp. He
encourages parents and
grandparents to ask
questions, and let the
readers ask back. But
also, “reading is best
enriched by
experiences. Anytime
our students can make
that text itself or self-to-
text connection with
what they're reading or
what they're doing, such
as from a trip to
grandma and grandpa,
visiting parks and
libraries, or other places,
then they can make that
true real-life connection.
That’s when
comprehension just
explodes.”
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LWV From Page A3

Tharp cited an older
study from the 1980s,
where lower-reading
level and upper-reading
level students had to
take a quiz about
baseball after reading
about it. Because both
groups had experienced
baseball, they
performed similarly on
the reading
comprehension quiz.
Why did both groups
score similarly when
one group couldn’t read
as well? They both had
the background
knowledge to improve
their reading
comprehension.

 The hope that teachers
can improve reading
scores and empower
students has everyone
across the school
districts “beyond
excited” and “teaching
like their hair’s on fire,”
said Tharp. He believes
teachers have more
clarity and intrinsic
motivation, realizing
they can learn from, not
feel shame about, what
hasn’t worked. They’re
more collaborative,
planning and testing
their instruction
together. Part of that is
reframing the idea of
“failure.” Failure is part
of learning anything
new, from reading to
how to help every single
kid to learn to read. Fall
down nine times, get up
ten, as the saying goes.

Tharp encourages parents
to foster and protect their
children’s curiosity,
encourage them to take
risks, let them fail and try
again, and answer their
questions with more
questions.

Tharp, like the other
panelists, loves reading.
He recently finished
reading Lawnboy by Gary
Paulson with his 9-year-
old son, which gave them
an opportunity to discuss
the economic terms and
opportunities. He also re-
read The Knowledge Gap
by Natalie Wexler, a book
about science of reading.
The event, Teaching
Literacy in Montgomery
County, is sponsored by
the LWVMC, the
Montgomery County
Community Foundation
and the three school
districts. Community
members are invited to
join the event which
begins at 6 p.m. April 16 at
Crawfordsville High
School Commons.
 
The League of Women
Voters is a nonpartisan,
multi-issue political
organization which
encourages informed and
active participation in
government. For
information about the
League, visit the website
www.lwvmontcoin.org; or,
visit the League of
Women Voters of
Montgomery County,
Indiana Facebook page.

THE PAPER

LITERACY From Page A2

Following this
presentation, Dr. Steele
will entertain questions
from audience
members. The more
people are in
attendance, the richer
the conversation will
be. The ability to read–
literacy–is the
cornerstone of any
democratic society. On
that ability rests the
capacity to understand,
analyze, and make
informed decisions
about issues of public
concern. These are the
“jobs” of well-informed
citizens in a democracy
and prepare people to
make informed choices
when they vote.
The public is cordially
invited to attend this
important program

about how teaching
reading works here in
Montgomery County.
Social media, as well as
national and state press
can mislead and confuse
our perceptions about
what is happening in our
own schools. Come and
be better informed
about how our
Montgomery County
public schools perform
one of their biggest jobs:
teaching children to
read.
This program is
sponsored by the League
of Women Voters of
Montgomery County in
partnership with the
three Montgomery
County public school
systems, and the
Montgomery County
Community Foundation.  
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Thank you for reading The Paper!

The Paper of Montgomery
County 

 presents…

Exploring 
Britain & Ireland

September 14 – 28, 2024

For more information contact Collette 

1-800-581-8942 
Please refer to 

booking #1240271

Montgomery United Honored

State Rep. Beau Baird (R-Greencastle) (left) presented Montgomery
United Marching Band and Guard with Senate Concurrent Resolution 26,
which he sponsored, to recognize their achievements during the
organization's callout meeting earlier this month at Crawfordsville High
School. Pictured with Baird, from left,  are MCU Director Andy Simpkins,
Crawfordsville MCU Director Jon Tebbe, Southmont MCU Director
Elizabeth Newnum and U.S. Rep. Jim Baird (IN-04). Formed in 2017, the
marching band and guard includes students, faculty and supporters from
the Crawfordsville, North Montgomery and South Montgomery school
corporations. Encompassing a marching band, indoor percussion,
symphonic band and winter guard ensemble, they represent their
communities at civic events and competitive festivals. Among their
achievements are the Montgomery County United Winter Winds
ensemble winning the Indiana Percussion Association's state finals in
2021 and 2022, and being selected as one of nine marching bands
nationwide to perform at the AES 500 Festival Parade in 2023.

Dine With a Doc Coming Up in Greencastle

Senior Education
Ministries, Inc.  has
scheduled Dine with a
Doc- Greencastle: the
fourth Monday of every
month from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Putnam
County Hospital. 

Dine with a Doc is a free
community-based
program that welcomes
the local senior public
to get to hear an
educational topic while

enjoying a
complimentary lunch. 

This program is a
community effort of a
doctor, a lunch sponsor,
the senior citizens, local
churches and area
businesses coming
together for the good of
all to serve the senior
citizens. 

Each doctor has
graciously donated this

time in effort to listen,
hear, and answer your
medical questions while
sharing a meal with you.
Various community
businesses also
participate by donating
door prizes or providing
complimentary lunch for
you to enjoy and learn
about ways they may
help you as well.
For more information,
please visit  https://www.
pchosp.org/ 
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