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TODAY’S JOKE

Puddin is an adorable 1 year
old female black/white
domestic shorthair cat
available for foster to adopt
at AWL since 10/16/23.
Puddin is friendly,
affectionate, and playful.
Puddin is ready to find a
furrrever warm home.
Come say hi and ask staff
about meeting Puddin!

See BUTCH  Page A3
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The Paper appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

JOHN EDIE
 for subscribing!

Learn to read food labels and watch for
ingredients that end in –ose, that means

it’s a form of sugar.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr.
John Roberts. Be sure to catch his column each

week in The Paper and online at
www.thepaper24-7. com
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You Should Know
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TODAY’S VERSE

BUTCH
DALE
Columnist

Meet
Puddin

Everyone enjoys
the company of
people they
consider close
friends. These
friendships often
evolve or change
because of work,

MONTGOMERY MINUTE
United Way in Montgomery County,
along with the Chamber, Leadership,
the Foundation, Wabash College and
the City of Crawfordsville,
announced the Crawfordsville |
Montgomery County Community Day
of Service. This year’s event is
scheduled for Sept. 25 from 8:30 a.m.
to noon. Be sure to mark your
calendars and watch for the official
registration and more event details
to come soon!

Three Hoosier locations were picked by our
friends at Mixbook as the top hidden gem spots
in the country. Shades State Park in Waveland
ranked 37th in the U.S. with Pokagon in Angola
54th and Holliday Park in Indianapolis 97th. The
best hidden gem in the U.S.? Mixbook says it’s
Leu Gardens in Orland.
 
A debate in the Indiana Governor’s race will air
live statewide on Thursday, Oct. 3 at 6 p.m. and
originate from the WISH-TV studios in
Indianapolis. It can also be seen on WFFT-TV,
Fort Wayne; WSBT-TV, South Bend; WFLI-TV,
Lafayette; WEVV-TV, Evansville; WTHI-TV, Terre
Haute; WRJK-TV, Chicago; and WMYO-TV,
Louisville. Republican Mike Braun, Democrat
Jennifer McCormick and Libertarian Donald
Rainwater have all accepted invitations to
appear. Voters can send questions for the
candidates to the email address:
AskTheCandidates@wishtv.com.
 
Indiana DNR has confirmed cases of tularemia in
wild rabbits in Tippecanoe County. Since April,
more than 20 rabbits have been found dead in
this area. Tularemia is a disease that can affect
wildlife, domestic animals and humans. Signs of
tularemia in rabbits can include lethargy,
incoordination, staggering gaits or spasms. To
help monitor this outbreak, DNR asks the public
to report any rabbits found dead or displaying
signs at on.IN.gov/sickwildlife. The CDC says
tularemia is a potentially serious disease in
humans.

hobbies, mutual interests,
age, moving, or other
factors. And most people
have someone who they
consider their "one true
friend," but very few people
have the same one true
friend during their entire
lifetime. Here is a story
about two true lifelong
friends...

Damon "Mutt" Warren was
born in 1923, the son of Alva
"Alvie" and Thelma Warren.
He had a brother John
"Jack," and two sisters,
Bette and Jean. The family
lived on Main street, just
two blocks down from the
business district. John
William "Bill" Dale was born
in 1924, the son of Bert and
Annabel Dale. He had four
older brothers and sisters,
Bernard, Albert, Ruth, and
Dora, and a younger sister,
Barbara. His family lived on
a farm in the Shannondale
neighborhood. And yes, Bill
Dale was my father.

Bill and Damon both
attended Darlington school,
and even though Damon
was a year older, they soon
became friends...playing
together during recess,
chasing girls, and pulling
pranks on unsuspecting
classmates. Both enjoyed
reading books from the
library, and they became
outstanding students.
Although both had many
friends, the pair became
very close "true buddies" as
the years passed. They
played high school sports
together, went on double
dates, and had lots of fun
during their school years.
They had both experienced
the hardships of the Great
Depression, but always
maintained their optimism
and sense of humor in both
good times and bad. But
their lives changed in
December of 1941, when our
country declared war on
Japan and Germany.

Dad and Mutt entered active
military service in 1942 and
fought in the European
theater, returning safely in
1945. Although both

BTNBTNBy The Numbers, a look at what’s in the news . . . by the
numbers. These are just numbers, not suggestions that
they mean more or less than what they are. We do not
suggest that one number is connected to another. These
are simply facts with no extraneous details, bias or

slanted reporting. To borrow (and perhaps mangle a bit) a quote from legendary fictional
detective Joe Friday, it’s just the numbers, ma’am!

24
Did you know there are
24 holidays in August?
Yes, according to the
good folks on that
bastion of knowledge
(the Internet), the 31
days of August is
inundated with
holidays. Today, we’ll
take a fun look at a few.

1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore
judge nothing before the time,
until the Lord come, who both

will bring to light the hidden
things of darkness, and will

make manifest the counsels of
the hearts: and then shall

every man have praise of God.

“Cock your hat. Angles are
attitudes.”
Frank Sinatra

Here’s a test. How many famous
men and women were born on
your birthday?
None, silly! They were all babies.

The Story of Two
Lifelong Friends

Bill Dale & Damon Warren

8-9 Aug. 9 is Book Lovers
Day each year – and
can you blame us for

putting a holiday that celebrates
reading first! According to the Internet,
the is a holiday to encourage book
lovers to shine the spotlight on reading
and literature! Good with us!

8-26
This is International
Dog Day (as well as
National Toilet Paper
Day, Webmistress Day
– we’re not even going
there on that one –
National Women’s
Equality Day and
more. Hey, we’re just
focusing on dogs – and
since it’s international,
here’s a tip of the seed
corn cap to
Newfoundlands!
 

8-8
OK, since we went with
dogs, it only seems fair to
point out International Cat
Day. But us newspaper
folks are dog people – so
‘nuff said about that!

8-16
Who knew there was a
National Bowling Day –
well, OK, besides the
bowlers out there. But
there is and Aug. 16 is
it. Also, the 16th is
National Roller Coaster
Day – talk about a
holiday with ups and
downs!

8-3
Hey, it’s Indiana and it’s summer
so we have to put in here a day
devoted to watermelons! That’s
Aug. 3 and if God ever created a
more delicious fruit, we haven’t
tasted it. (And by the way, we
checked and watermelon is
officially a fruit and NOT a veggie
or berry. Hey, we’re newspaper
people. We weren’t sure!)

mailto:AskTheCandidates@wishtv.com
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmluLmdvdi9kbnIvZmlzaC1hbmQtd2lsZGxpZmUvd2lsZGxpZmUtcmVzb3VyY2VzL3dpbGRsaWZlLWRpc2Vhc2VzLWluLWluZGlhbmEvc2ljay1vci1kZWFkLXdpbGRsaWZlLXJlcG9ydGluZy8_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1hZ2VuY3ktd2Vic2l0ZSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPSZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249JnV0bV90ZXJtPSZ1dG1fY29udGVudD0iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNzI1Ljk4MTAxMjYxIn0.2HHaon-6A-th28_OYZwO5tXOy0TIh9LA_PLOv-oSjh0/s/522780924/br/246328535325-l
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Butch 
Dale’s

Flashback
Trivia

Do You Recognize
This 2002 North

Grad?

HINT: 
She is a hairstylist
and is married to a
state conservation

officer.

Answer on 
Page A3

Drug Free Montgomery County
Coalition Awards $30K in Grants
By Diamond Justus
Drug Free Montgomery
County
 
The purpose of Drug Free
Montgomery County
Coalition is to bring
together a cross section
of the community in a
countywide effort to
reduce youth and adult
use/abuse and the
negative impact of
alcohol, tobacco and
other drugs through
multiple strategies
across multiple sectors.
The Coalition wants to
see Montgomery County
be a safe and healthy
community that is free
from alcohol, tobacco
and drug misuse and
abuse. 
 
Our goals are to increase
knowledge and skills
while changing
behaviors, attitudes and
the environment of our
community. We want to
promote evidence-based
programs in our
community and provide
resources to help modify
unhealthy behaviors. We
want to advocate for
policies that promote the
reduction of drug abuse
and support access to
treatment for substance
abuse disorders. We
want to collaborate and
form community
relationships that foster
the reduction of
substance abuse issues
in our community. 

The Coalition has been in
existence since 1990
serving as the local
coordinating council for
the Governor’s
Commission for a Drug
Free Indiana. The
Coalition is governed by
an executive
board/leadership team
who are responsible for
guiding the organization. 
 
Our Coalition meets bi-
monthly to help
communicate with the
community and increase
awareness of the
substance abuse issues
facing the community as
well as bringing
interested community
members together to
identify solutions for
substance abuse issues.
These meetings are open
to the public and are
held in February, April,
June, August, October
and December.
 
Another part of the work
of the Coalition is the
administration of the
mini-grant process that
allows drug user fees
collected by the county
to be utilized to help
address substance use
issues in our community.
These fees are to be
utilized in four areas. This
year we were able to
grant $30,472 to support
programs in Montgomery
County that are
addressing the
substance use issue. The
following are the grant
recipients for this year. 

1. Education/Prevention
– This includes
education/awareness
programs, activities,
services, or materials

aimed at deterring
individuals from the use
or abuse of alcohol or
other drugs and the
prevention of related
problems. 

Integrative Wellness
is receiving $4,000
for support of their
Rock Out Recovery
event which will
provide information
about stigma
reduction, education,
prevention,
spreading awareness
of the resources
available to
individuals needing
treatment and
supporting substance
use disorder. 
Montgomery County
Youth Service Bureau
is receiving $2,000 to
support National
Night Out, a crime
and drug prevention
event.  
Montgomery County
Probation will receive
$1,500 for drug and
alcohol
education/interventi
on programs.  The
main goal for the use
of these funds would
be to provide
financial assistance
with the cost of
substance abuse
educational program,
specifically the Prime
for Life program. This
will be for
probationers who
need the assistance
and it would lessen
the burden on those
clients and help them
to feel less
overwhelmed. It is
believed that there is
a strong relationship
between substance
abuse and criminal
behavior. Therefor
providing assistance
will allow more
individuals to be able
to take these drug
and alcohol
educational classes
and hopefully reduce
the usage.
The Recovery
Coalition will receive
$5,530 for the special
events/programs at
the Recovery Rec
Center. The Recovery
Rec center provides
many different
programs for those in
Recovery and even
those who have no
known substance use
issues. They provide
various support
groups, and meetings
as well as free events
for the community.
These funds will be
used to help with
Recovery Rec center
expenses. As well, the
Recovery Rec center
is a warming shelter
during the winter
months for this
experiencing
homelessness.

2.Intervention/Treatment
– This includes services
for those who are
identified as in need of
recovery from problems
associated with
excessive or
inappropriate use of
alcohol and or other
drugs. Services in this
area cover a spectrum of

From left, Andria Geigle (Montgomery County
Probation Department), Jane Christophersen
(Montgomery County Youth Service Bureau), Macy
Simmons (Integrative Wellness), Maddy Combs
(Integrative Wellness), Joel Sietsma (City of
Crawfordsville - Mobile Integrated Health) and
Cameron Cole (Montgomery County Youth Service
Bureau).

activities such as
referral and
assessment, a
continuum of
treatment services
ranging from
outpatient programs to
residential settings. 

Montgomery
County Probation
Department is
receiving $3,000
for their Juvenile
Cognitive
Behavioral
Programs and these
funds will be used
for their Moral
Reconation Therapy
Group. Moral
Reconation Therapy
(MRT) is an
evidence-based
program that
provides
intervention in a
group setting to
address common
thinking errors of
juveniles and young
adults in the
criminal justice
system. Change
journals are
evidenced-based
interactive
journaling, a
structured and
experiential writing
process that
motivates and
guides participants
toward positive life
change.
Montgomery
County Probation
Department will
receive $2,750 for
Emergency/Transiti
onal Housing. These
funds will be used
to purchase a hotel
room, help pay rent,
or on occasion help
with something like
an electricity bill if
the offender is at
risk of losing
housing due to an
outstanding bill, or
if the house is
unsafe without
utility.
Montgomery
County Probation
Department is
receiving $2,240 for
drug testing for
youth and young
adults.  These funds
have been
requested because
the severity of drug
use in Montgomery
County is alarming.
Not only is
Montgomery
County dealing with
gateway drugs, but
instead they are
watching youth
become addicted to

 Methamphetamine,
Heroin, and
synthetic drugs.
Funds are being
sought to reduce the
drug testing costs
for youth and young
adults (up to age
twenty-one) of
Montgomery County
and their families
while utilizing drug
testing as a
supervision tool.
Montgomery County
Youth Service
Bureau is receiving
$2,000 for Positive
Youth Programming.
Grant funds will
support their Inspire
and Youth as
Resources
programs.
City of
Crawfordsville –
Mobile Integrated
Health is receiving
$2,452 for the Quick
Response Team 24/7
Hotline. Grant funds
will pay for the
contract to allow
calls to be
centralized to one
phone number.
These funds will also
maintain the current
24/7 service.

 
3. Criminal Justice/Law
Enforcement - This
focus area includes
efforts that deal with
the legal consequences
of substance abuse and
includes crime
prevention, law
enforcement,
prosecution, probation,
court and correctional
services. We have
awarded two
organizations grants in
this area, they are:

Montgomery County
Probation
Department is
receiving $3,500 for
Drug Court
Incentives. Drug
Court is a program
to supervise those
who were involved
in the criminal
justice system and
or had substance
abuse issues. The
goal of this program
is to help the
offender learn how
to maintain sobriety
from drugs and
alcohol in a
supervision
program. Research
has shown that
punishment alone
does not change

See AWARD
Page A4
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Answer:
Ashley (Newton) Gillan

Butch Dale’s 
Flashback Trivia

BUTCH From Page A1

experienced the
horrors of war, neither
one talked about their
experiences very
much at all. This was
true of most of the
men who I knew who
had served in WWII. I
think they were just
happy to make it back
home safe and sound
and get on with their
lives. Dad became a
farmer, and Mutt
joined his father in
business at the
hardware store.

During this time, they
spent time together at
the store, the
American Legion hall,
and at the high school
games. Mutt married
Frances "Fannie"
Hardaway, one of my
Dad's classmates. Dad
married Mildred
Grimes of
Crawfordsville. After
they married, the two
couples often did
things together, such
as playing cards, going
to the movies, or
visiting Milligan park.
Soon after, both
welcomed children
into their families.
When my brother Gary
and I, and Mutt's two
boys, Fred and
Charlie, started
playing sports in the
1950s and 60s, they
attended all of the
games. Mutt even
bought an 8mm movie
camera and recorded
the games. And when
my folks moved to
town in 1966, our
house was just one
house away from Mutt
and Fannie's house.
Dad and Mutt spent
time with each other
almost every single
day. If they weren't in
each others basement
rec room, you would
likely find the pair at
the Legion, where they
were playing poker
and telling the latest
jokes and funny
stories. The two were
closer than most
brothers.

During the summers,
both men played golf
with the Darlington
gang on Sunday
mornings. Mutt and
Dad were pretty good
golfers who always
tried to win, but
mostly they just
enjoyed having fun
and being with their
other buddies. This
great friendship lasted
through the years

much. I knew the process
took a long time but,
beyond that, I knew
nothing about it, until I
was invited to one.

My dear friend, Betty,
was coming in from out
of town to attend the
citizenship ceremony of
her son-in-law, Raul. Raul
is a quiet and soft-
spoken man who works in
corporate catering. He
has been waiting to
become an American
citizen for many years
and finally, last
Thursday, he became
one.

I wasn’t expecting much,
but I was looking forward
to seeing Betty. She had
recently turned 80, and I
hadn’t seen her in ages. It
took a long time to get all
the families of all the
soon-to-be new citizens
seated, so we had a lot of
time to catch up. Then
the ceremony started.

The 136 new citizens sat
in the rows up front, and
their friends and family
sat in rows of seats
behind them. The huge
former railroad station
was nearly filled before
the ceremony started.

A judge stood behind the
podium and, after a few
administrative details
were dealt with,
introduced the 76
countries where the
citizens came from and
encouraged them to
wave their American
flags when she read their
country.

“You don’t have to if you
don’t want to,” she
added. “This is America,
after all.”

It was an amazing
spectacle as, one by one,
the new citizens waved
their flags as their
countries were named,
and the families sitting
behind them cheered.
Some countries were a
lot noisier than you
might expect. I think the
New Zealanders were
some of the loudest, and
there were not that many
of them.

People laughed and
applauded and waved
flags, and we all sang the

The Postscript

I’d never
been to a
U.S.
citizenship
ceremony
before. I’d
never even
thought
about it

listeners of her radio show
from her studio in New
York City. At that time, I
was hosting a morning TV
show, and while listening
to her program on the way
to work, I was so
impressed with her candor
that I encouraged my
producer to book her as
one of my guests.

I interviewed Dr. Ruth
several more times over
the years. Her first
question to me was
always, “How is your sex
life?” I used to kiddingly
respond that it was not
her business. We both
laughed because the truth
is, that’s exactly what her
business was. Dr Ruth
passed recently at age 96.

Before my short stint in
New York, I met Richard
Simmons (1948-2024)
while hosting an evening
talk show in Columbus,
Ohio, in the late 1970s.
Mary Ellen was unsure
about the exercise guru,
questioning whether his
public displays of
compassion and empathy
for those with weight
problems were sincere. It
all seemed just a bit
showbizzy.

Mary Ellen came to the
studio to view the live
telecast the night Richard
was to appear. After the
show, my wife was
searching for a restroom
when she passed by one
of the open dressing
rooms. Inside was Richard
with a young lady who had
struggled with weight her
whole life. Richard was
sitting there holding her
hand and consoling her
while she sobbed. That’s
who Richard was.

My next encounter with
Richard was back in New
York City when I was out
on location taping a
segment. A woman pulled
up in her car and told
Richard that her mother
was a huge fan but was
presently in the hospital.
She asked for an
autograph for her mother.

Funny Bone

DICK
WOLFSIE

In 1981, Dr.
Ruth
Westheimer
was a spunky
53-year-old
who gave
explicit sex
advice to

Welcome New Citizens
national anthem
together. Then the judge
made a few comments.
She started by quoting
Ronald Reagan.

“We lead the world
because, unique among
nations, we draw our
people—our strength—
from every country and
every corner of the
world. And by doing so,
we continuously renew
and enrich our nation.”

The judge congratulated
them on completing the
long and arduous
process that had brought
them to this day, and
talked about their
responsibilities and
rights as new citizens.
She told them she knew
most of them had to get
back to work and get on
with their lives, but she
encouraged them to take
time, at some point in
the day, to celebrate.

“You will have a birthday
every year and celebrate
the holidays every
season. But you will only
have one day in your life
when you become an
American citizen.”

Then they played
“America the Beautiful,”
and there were quite a
few people crying,
including Betty.

I’m not sure what I
expected. But if you ever
want to have a renewed
appreciation for the U.S.,
I recommend you go to
watch 136 immigrants
getting their citizenship.

The sun was shining
outside as all the families
and friends gathered
with the new citizens,
still holding their flags.
And I realized I had no
idea what it was like for
my family when they
were new citizens. I
didn’t know if there was a
ceremony or if they were
given a small flag. I didn’t
know if they took a test,
as these folks had, or
sang the national
anthem. I knew nothing
about it. And I was sorry
about that.

“What a wonderful
ceremony!” I said to
Betty.

“I didn’t know it would be
so nice,” Betty agreed.

Then we all went out to
lunch, and we
celebrated.

Till next time,
Carrie

Three’s A Charm
Instead, Richard jumped in
the woman’s car and
headed off to see the
ailing woman. I was left
there with my crew. That’s
who Richard was.

That same year, a
photographer saw Richard
and me jogging together in
Central Park. The
snapshot he took soon
appeared on the front
page of a well-known
tabloid. You can view it on
my Facebook page.  

More than 20 years ago,
Richard came to Indy to
visit. He arrived in a limo
at my house, where I was
doing my WISH-TV
segment live at 5:30 a.m. I
encourage you to go to
this link ( https://mail.aol.
com/d/compose/1643587
137 ) and view David
Barras, the morning
anchor, convulsing in
laughter at Richards’s
antics. Richard does not
appear until the end of the
edited clip. It's worth the
wait.

Batting third for this
column, the slot he
usually occupied in the
Giants lineup, is Willie
Mays, arguably the
greatest baseball player of
all time. His home in New
Rochelle, New York, was
only a couple of miles
from my house. I never
had the nerve to knock on
the door for an autograph,
even though I'm sure he
would have happily
obliged.

Willie had a touch of Yogi
Berra in him. My favorite
Willie quote went
something like this: Never
assume the other guy will
never do something you
would never do. That
seems like too many
negatives for one
sentence.

But when I think about Dr.
Ruth, Richard and Willie, I
know they are three
people I will never, never,
never forget.

– Dick Wolfsie spent his
career sharing his humor,
stories and video essays
on television, radio and in
newspapers. His columns
appear weekly in The
Paper of Montgomery
County. E-mail Dick at
Wolfsie@ aol.com.

Bill and Damon shown in 1990. Bill passed away
on April 4, 1991, and Damon passed away on
October 4, 1991. 

until 1991, when Dad
suffered a heart attack
and passed away in
April at the age of 66.
A lifetime of smoking
had done him in. At
the funeral, Mutt
came up to me to
offer his condolences,
but choked up and
could barely get any
words out. He had lost
his one true buddy.

I was a deputy sheriff
on the night shift at
that time, but also
worked as the
Darlington librarian in
the daytime. During
the summer of 1991
many times I looked
out the front door of
the library and saw
Mutt sitting on a
bench in front of his
appliance repair shop,
bouncing a rubber ball
up and down off the
sidewalk. Sometimes I
took a break and sat
beside him on that
wooden bench. He
was not the same old
Mutt Warren that I had
known...not as
talkative, no jokes or
kidding around like he
did before...
sometimes losing
track of our
conversation.

In November of 1991,
although he had been
in good health and
had given up smoking
many years before,
Mutt passed away at
the age of 68...exactly
six months after my
father's death. Damon
Warren and Bill Dale,
true friends their
entire lives, were
together
again...talking about
high school sports,
playing cards, having
fun, reliving their
youth....and yes, of
course, telling the
latest funny stories
and jokes.

As one poet stated,
"And though I might
not have said it, It
comes down to this in
the end, Few things I
value more deeply,
Than the moments I
share with my friend."

John “Butch” Dale is a
retired teacher and
County Sheriff. He has
also been the
librarian at Darlington
the past 35 years, and
is a well-known artist
and author of local
history.

Pair Arrested in I-65 Shooting
Whitestown Police made
an arrest in the shooting
incident that occurred on
I-65 on July 3.
James Brown, 44, of
Indianapolis is being
charged with Attempted
Homicide (Level 1 Felony),
Aggravated Battery (Level
3 Felony), Criminal
Recklessness (Level 5
Felony), and Pointing a
Firearm (Level 6 Felony).

Kendra Johnson-Brown,
also 44, of Indianapolis
was also arrested and is
facing preliminary charges
of Aggravated Battery
(Level 3 Felony), Criminal
Recklessness (Level 5
Felony), and Reckless
Driving (Class C
Misdemeanor).
They are being held at the
Boone County Jail.

forfor
readingreading
TheThe
PaperPaper
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These infections are
much more common in
adults, particularly in
women. Children
account for one to two
percent of all UTIs, but
their infections are
often more serious.
About 40 percent of
women and 12 percent
of men have a UTI at
some point in their
lives.

The urinary system or
“tract” is made up of
the kidneys, ureters,
bladder and urethra.
The kidneys filter waste
products from the
blood and produce
urine that passes down
the ureters to the
bladder, where it is
stored, before passing
out through the
urethra. An infection
can involve one or more
parts of the urinary
tract.

Bacteria that normally
inhabit the bowel and
live around the anus are
the cause of most UTIs.
The gut bacterium
Escherichia coli (E. coli)
is far and away the
most common
offender. Bacteria
cause UTIs by making
their way to the
opening of the urethra
where they can enter,
start to multiply, and
move upward in the
urinary tract. 

The two most common
ways bacteria enter the
urinary tract in women
is through improper
hygiene (reaching
between the legs and
wiping from back to
front after a bowel
movement), or sexual
intercourse. Older men
are more prone to UTIs
because their bladders
may not empty
completely due to
obstruction from
enlargement of the
prostate gland.

If the urethra is the only
part of the urinary tract
involved, the infection
is called urethritis.
Colon bacteria can
cause it as well as
infection with sexually
transmitted organisms.
The infection can
progress up the urinary
tract causing infection
of the bladder (cystitis)
or one or both kidneys
(pyelonephritis).

Urinary tract infections
can be simple or
complicated. Most are
simple, responding
rapidly to antibiotics.
Complicated UTIs are
caused by bacteria that
are resistant to
antibiotics or that have
become too numerous
to easily respond to
treatment. Children
may develop
complicated infections
because of anatomic
abnormalities in their
urinary tracts. As a
general rule, the farther
up the urinary tract an
infection is found the
more severe it is.

UTI symptoms vary
based on the location
of the infection. 

JOHN R.
ROBERTS,
M.D.
Montgomery
Medicine

Urinary tract
infections
(UTIs)
account for
about eight
million
doctor visits
each year in
the United
States.

Montgomery Medicine :
Urinary Tract Infections

Urethritis usually causes
burning with urination
(dysuria). This is
typically described as
burning near the exit of
the urethra (i.e. not deep
in the pelvis). Cystitis
irritates the wall of the
bladder and results in
frequent urination,
urgency and sometimes
pelvic pain and
cramping. It may also
cause blood in the urine
(hematuria). Children
may present with
frequent urination,
fever, abdominal pain,
vomiting, foul-smelling
urine, or loss of bladder
control. Infants can be
difficult to diagnose,
often presenting with
non-specific symptoms
such as irritability,
decreased feeding, or
fever.

If the infection
progresses up the
ureters to the kidneys
(pyelonephritis), the
resulting inflammation
can cause back or flank
pain. Pyelonephritis
usually presents with
high fever, as well as
nausea and vomiting.
Pyelonephritis,
particularly in children,
can lead to scarring of
the kidneys, putting the
children at increased risk
of developing high blood
pressure later in life.

Most UTIs can be treated
effectively with oral
antibiotics. Simple UTIs
usually respond to a
three to five-day course
of antibiotics. Many
bacteria are becoming
resistant to antibiotics
like sulfa and
ciprofloxacin (often due
to inappropriate
overprescribing), so a
different antibiotic may
be necessary.

For women who develop
UTIs following sexual
intercourse, it can be
helpful to urinate
immediately after sex.
Treatment with a single
dose of a “post-coital”
antibiotic is also a
common way to combat
this problem.

People who have UTIs
that are either recurrent
or unresponsive to
treatment should have
their urine sent to a
microbiology lab to
identify the causative
organism and have an
antibiotic sensitivity
panel performed to
determine which
antibiotics will kill the
organism(s). Since UTIs
are relatively uncommon
in non-elderly men they
should usually have a
urine culture performed. 

 Children under age five
who develop UTIs should
be evaluated carefully
with consideration of
imaging of their urinary
systems to look for
anatomic abnormalities.
If they have had
pyelonephritis, they
should also have their
blood pressure checked
on a regular basis.

And here’s the answer to
the burning question: is
cranberry juice helpful
in prevention and
treatment of UTIs?
Unfortunately, most of
the evidence says no.

– Dr. John Roberts is a
retired member of the
Franciscan Physician
Network specializing in
Family Medicine.

FOR THE RECORD
AGENDA
MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MONDAY, JULY 29, 2024
8 AM
1580 Constitution Row -Room E109
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
CALL TO ORDER Board President John E. Frey
PLEDGE ALLIGENCE and PRAYER
CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of Claims: AP
Payroll
Minutes: July 8, 2024
2024 Covered Bridge Certification
Landfill Annual Sampling Agreement -DES
NEW BUSINESS
Notice to Bidders -Bridge Scour Maintenance Project
Thrive West Central -EDA Partnership Planning
Program
ORDINANCES
Final Reading Ordinance 2024-15: Ordinance
Establishing the Redevelopment Commission Non-
TIF General Fund -$500,000
Introduction Ordinance 2024-16: 2024-2026 Juvenile
Community Alternatives Grant Program -$30,600
RESOLUTION
OTHER BUSINESS
ADJOURNMENT
*Next meeting Monday, August 12, 2024 @ 8am*

MINUTES 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONER MEETING 
MONDAY, JULY 8, 2024 
The Montgomery County Commissioners met in
regular session on Monday. July 8, 2024 at 8:00 am
at the Montgomery County Government Center,
1580 Constitution Row -Room E109, Crawfordsville,
Indiana. 
CALL TO ORDER 
On call of the roll, the members of the Board were
shown to be present as follows: Board President
John E. Frey and Commissioner Jim Fulwider. 

Absent: Commissioner Dan Guard 
Also present: County Attorney Dan Taylor. Chief
Deputy Auditor Jennifer Andel; Sheriff Ryan
Needham; Building/Zoning Administrator Marc
Bonwell; Health Administrator Adrianne Northcutt;
CCC Director Sherri Hill; EMA Director Jessica
Burgett: Treasurer Heather Laffoon; Mapping
Director Mike Davis; Veterans Affairs Officer Joe
Ellis; Recorder Nancy Cox; Assistant County
Attorney Tyler 
Nichols and Commissioners Executive Assistant
Lori Dossett. 
PLEDGE & PRAYER
Commissioner Frey led the pledge of allegiance
and Commissioner Fulwider led the prayer. 
CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of Claims: AP $4,928,735.68 
Payroll • $482, 168.08 
Minutes: June 24, 2024 
Acknowledgement of Courthouse Appraisal: Letter
of Engagement Teno & Bologna, Inc. • $6,500 •
Current marlcet value appraisal of Courthouse
needed as one of the requirements for the bonding
of the Montgomery County 
Courthouse Renovation Project. 
Thomas K. Milligan Justice Center ADA
Improvements Project Scope Change Request #1 •
$4,190 • Change order addresses modifications to
the original contract for additional structural and
architectural design. 
Commissioner Fulwider mo􀀂 to approve the
Consent Agenda. S􀀇onded by Commissioner Frey.
Motion carried 2-0 votes in favor. 

For The Record is a public service and regular
feature in The Paper of Montgomery County. It is
designed to tell you what is scheduled to happen
and what actually does happen in meetings paid
for with your tax dollars. The Paper encourages all
citizens to take an active role in being involved in
local government.

Interested in
advertising your 

Garage Sale in 
The Paper?

Contact us today at 
(765) 361-0100

AWARD
offending behavior.
But punishment and
other techniques such
a positive
reinforcement is the
most way of changing
behaviors. The
funding from this will
assist in giving
positive
reinforcement to the
offender. That may be
through tokens, gas
cards, helping with
payments for drug
screens, medication,
or other treatment
costs. This program
not only punishes the
offender for bad
behavior but it praises
them for good
behavior.

Montgomery
County Probation
Department is
receiving $1,500
for Veteran’s
Court Incentives.
Veterans Court is a
problem-solving
court that utilizes
non-adversarial
approach to reach
and treat justice-
involved veterans.
It provides them
with the support
they need during
their time with the
justice system and

From Page A2

offers help with mental
health services. One of
the evidence-based
components of
problem-solving court
is to reward positive
behavior modification
through the use of
incentives. These funds
will be used to help
purchase the
incentives such as
small tokens, gas and
food gift cards,
payments for drug
screen fees, and or
medication and
treatment costs.

All of the grant
recipients must agree
to complete a report
on their activities at the
end of the grant period,
promote drug free
living consistently in
their programs and
organizations, attend at
least three Coalition
meetings during the
year and attend the
Red Ribbon Breakfast
in October. 
 
Congratulations to all
of our grant recipients
and the work they are
doing to help
Montgomery County
become a healthy
community free from
substance use. 
 

MONICA
NAGELE
Guest
Columnist

Many people have
bountiful gardens, often
producing more than they
can consume. Whether
you're the lucky recipient
of extra produce or trying
to share your surplus,
there are plenty of ways
to enjoy these summer
treasures without
increasing food waste.

Often, we try vegetables
in one way, decide we
don't like them, and give
up. However, sometimes
it takes experimenting
with different
preparations to discover a
new favorite. Take beans,
zucchini, and spinach, for
example. Many people
claim they don't like these
vegetables, but when
chopped, seasoned, and
tucked into a quesadilla,
they become irresistible.

Summer is a fantastic
time to introduce children
to new fruits and
vegetables at their peak
flavor. Involve them in
growing, picking, and
preparing the produce.
When kids contribute to
the process, they're more
excited to try the results.
The pride in eating
something they've helped
create can make a
significant difference in
their willingness to
explore new foods.

Here are some simple
ways to incorporate more
vegetables into your diet
and make the most of
your summer produce:

Experiment with New
Ingredients: Select a
dish for dinner and
add one new
vegetable ingredient
to it.

Summertime
in Indiana
brings a
colorful array
of fresh,
tasty
produce that
you can't find
any other
time of year.

Incorporate Veggies
in All Meals:
Vegetables are
wonderful in an
omelet or as part of
any meal.
Share Your Harvest:
Going to a cookout?
Bring a veggie tray
to share.
Create Delicious
Dips: Make dips like
hummus, dill, or
ranch to enjoy with
raw or cooked
vegetables.
Preserve Your
Produce: Freeze,
can, or dry your
surplus. Many
foods, like
cucumbers, can be
pickled and kept in
the fridge if you
don't have a canner.
Store Produce
Properly: Keep your
produce in
appropriate
locations to
maximize shelf life.

Recipes to Try
Melon Salsa: Use any
melon, onions, and hot
peppers for a refreshing
and spicy treat.
Stuffed Summer
Squash: Utilize zucchini
or yellow squash,
tomatoes, rice, and
your protein of choice
for a delicious and
nutritious meal.
Homemade Tomato
Sauce: Preserve your
excess tomatoes by
making homemade
tomato sauce, perfect
for soups or pasta
throughout the winter.

By trying these ideas,
you can enjoy the best
of Indiana's summer
produce while
minimizing food waste.

Happy eating!

Monica Nagele MS/RD,
is the Purdue Extension
Montgomery County
Extension Director,
Health and Human
Science Educator.

Savoring Summer's Bounty in
Indiana: Tips to Enjoy Fresh
Produce and Reduce Food Waste

The Paper



2024 Subaru WRX TR
Five-passenger, AWD Sedan
Powertrain: 2.4-liter T4, 6-spd trans
Output: 271hp/258 lb.-ft. torque
Suspension f/r: Ind/Ind
Wheels f/r: 19”/19” alloy
Brakes f/r: Brembo disc/disc 
0-60 mph: 5.5s
Fuel economy: 19/26 mpg city/hwy
Assembly: Ota, Gunma, Japan
Base/As-tested price: $32,735/41,655
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road capability, they
received the Wilderness
edition with 9.5” of
ground clearance, dual-
function X-Mode, and
off-road tires. And, as
WRX owners ask for
enhanced track
performance, especially
those fond of weekend
autocrossing, we get the
2024 WRX TR. But, can it
still get the kids to
school?

Track Ready, Commuter
Capable

“TR” means it’s a little
more track ready.Stiffer
springs and revised
damping rates enhance
body control and
steering response. New
19-inch dark alloy
wheels with Bridgestone
Potenza S007 summer
tires grip pavement like
a weld to steel. Retuned
steering enriches road
feel. Brembo brakes with
red calipers halt this
party toot sweet.Heated
Recaro Ultrasuede™
front seats grip
passengers by the ribs
while moonroofs were
deleted to save weight.

Yet, all of the attributes
that customers love

CASEY
WILLIAMS
Auto Reviews

Subaru knows
its customers
well. When
adventurous
Outback
owners said
they wanted
more off-

Likes
· Everyday practical
· Turbo engine
· Torque-vectoring AWD

Dislikes
· Fuel economy
· Ultra-firm suspension
· Underwhelming audio

2024 Subaru WRX TR Slips On Its Track Shoes, But Still Gets the Kids to School

about the WRX remain. 

From the outside, it
cribs familiar Subaru
styling cues with wide
gray grille, angry LED
headlamps, and gray
wheelwell cladding
attached to a tidy sport
sedan with chiseled
sculpting. Notice the
hood scoop, gray lower
body trim, 19” wheels
with Bridgestone
Potenza summer tires,
and subtle rear spoiler
that promise sensible
daily transportation plus
big grins when traffic
opens. 

The interior is pure
Subaru with its tablet-
style touchscreen,
analog gauges, and thick
leather-wrapped
steering wheel. Wireless
Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto enable
quick easy phone
connections. Some may
not love the
touchscreen and its
menus, but I find it easy
to navigate for audio,
phone, climate and
navigation. Redundant
physical controls for
temperature, defroster,
volume and tuning add
convenience.The 11-
speaker Harman Kardon
audio system is decent,
but not brilliant. 

Let’s get on the road.
Lurking beneath the
wide hoodscoop is an
intercooler for the 2.4-

liter turbocharged four-
cylinder engine that
delivers 271 horsepower,
258 lb.-ft. of torque, and
19/26-MPG city/highway
when equipped with our
car’s six-speed manual
transmission. A taller
sixth gear is needed to
enhance fuel economy,
but the Porsche-style
horizontally-opposed
engine keeps weight low
in the chassis for crisp
handling. Tap the turbo
for 0-60 mph in 5.5
seconds. 

A Firmly Safe Ride

Owning a Subaru is
about safety too.
Beyond the security of
all-wheel-drive, the WRX
was updated with
Subaru’s latest three-
camera “Eyesight”
system that enables
automatic emergency
steering, automatic
braking, adaptive cruise,
and lane keep assist.
Blind spot warning and
rear cross path
detection further
protect humans.

A few points. I wouldn’t
say the TR’s suspension
is too firm for daily
driving, but it’s bloody
close. I found the seats
comfortable on a two-
hour drive, but larger
occupants may not. On
the plus side, torque-
vectoring all-wheel-
drive shifts power
imperceptibly and

allows drivers to
sharpen corners
whether enjoying a nice
two-lane backroad or
tearing between cones
on a track.

My biggest problem was
self-induced. I ran over a
nail. I realized this when
the tire pressure
monitor showed 12 psi in
the rear tire. My first
thought was “bad
sensor”, but an old-
school tire gauge
confirmed it. There’s no
spare, but the included
tire inflator that plugs
into the cigarette lighter
was quick and easy. It
took a couple of days for
FedEx to drop a
replacement tire, but
Falcone Subaru in
Indianapolis had me
rolling quickly.

Like a sports hero who
took etiquette classes,
the WRX does almost
everything well. It’s the
all-weather
performance car that
can drop your kids at
school before roaring
off to work. It’s also
relatively affordable. A
base WRX starts at
$32,735, but came to
$41,655 in TR trim.
Competitors include the
Ford Mustang, Acura
Integra, Toyota GR
Corolla, and Hyundai
Elantra N.   

Storm Forward!

Send comments to
Casey at
AutoCasey@aol.

com; follow him on
YouTube @AutoCasey.

Thank you for
reading 

The Paper
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JOY WILLETT was born in Crawfordsville and spent most of her child-
hood in southern Montgomery County. She graduated from South Mont-
gomery High School. Her undergrad was from Indiana State University 
and she earned her MBA at the University of Phoenix. Joy and her hus-
band David have lived in Indiana, Arizona, California, and Illinois. As an 
amateur genealogist, she enjoys research and has written three family 
history books. She also writes poetry and fiction. 
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KAREN BAZZANI ZACH has been a contributor of local historical arti-
cles for almost 50 years. A native Montgomery Countian, she grew up 
in Waveland, married Jim Zach, and recieved her grad degree from 
IU while working at CDPL as Children’s Librarian. Karen authored one 
of the newer county histories, Crawfordsville: Athens of Indiana. After 
teaching English at Turkey Run HS for 21 years, she retired and is now 
enjoying visiting with her two children (Jay and Suzie), writing, reading, 
doing genealogy, and grandkidding!

CHUCK CLORE After a lifelong career in visual communications, Eure-
ka! Chuck discovered that noodling the nuances of the written word can 
be just as much fun as tweaking a font into an iconic logo. Montgomery 
Memories is the perfect venue to explore his treasured C-ville’s east-end 
recollections. An Athenian boomer from the class of 65, he delights in 
graphic design, cartooning, and story telling. Chuck’s articles reveal how 
a CHS senior cordurcy artist eventually evolved into an award winning 
designer and aspiring writer.

KELSEY CURRAN is one of the paginators for the Paper of Montgom-
ery County. She edits and helps complete the daily news as well as 
the Montgomery Memories and Sports Report every month for view-
ers to enjoy. She was born in a small town in Illinois and moved to 
Crawfordsville in 2016. She has three children. She enjoys spending 
time with her husband and kids, reading and baking.



Never really thought about it but the proverbial 
“wedding trip” has to be one of the big ones, now 
newlyweds taking trips to Hawaii, Jamaica, Las 
Vegas but back in the day here are the norms.

“CDJ 4 Sept 1894 p  4- Patrick E. Fanning of 
Indianapolis and Miss Ellen O’Conner, the daugh-
ter of Enos O’Conner, were married this morning 
at 9 o’clock at St. Bernard’s Church by Father 
Crosson.  After dinner at the Nutt House, they 
left this afternoon for a wedding trip to Chicago 
after which they will repair to their future home 
in Indianapolis where the groom has a position in 
the city fire department.”  Chicago was one of the 
most popular of the wedding trips for many years.  
Maggie and James B. Gilliland after a beautiful 
home wedding and “a sumptuous wedding dinner 
left at 12:30 on their wedding trip to Chicago.” 
(CWJ 20 Oct 1893)

Not sure if anyone took ‘em up on it but the 
CWJ 22 June 1900 p 12 noted that “a popular 
wedding trip was to take one of the D&C new steel 
passenger steamers to the Island of Cool Breezes 

(Mackinac).  The railroad offered staterooms and 
parlors and for a two cent stamp would send an 
illustrated pamphlet with things to do!

To my knowledge, I don’t have or have seen 
any wedding trip photos in this time frame, but 
CDPL had a lovely picture of Evangeline Binford’s 
beautiful gown when she married (Sept 1895) Rev. 
Hugh Timberlake Gary of Austin, Penn.  It was 
described in the Weekly Journal on the 27th as: 
“the bride, an unusually beautiful and attractive 
young lady was gowned in a magnificent costume 
of white satin, entraine, lace trimmings.  She wore 
her hair dressed high and orange blossoms but no 
veil. She carried an exquisite bouquet of bride’s 
roses with maiden hair ferns.” (see photo – thanks 
to CDPL).  And, yes, we know where they went on 
their trip – “over a period of three weeks they will 
visit NY and points in Virginia and New England, 
after which they will be at home to their friends in 
Austin, Penn where the groom (who was a Wabash 
grad) is pastor of the Presbyterian Church.” 

In November 1896, had to guess the particulars, 
but Ben Crane and wife, Mary Campbell had just 
returned from their “wedding trip in the East!”

Not many could afford a long wedding trip but 
Milton Waugh and Maggie Herron after they were 
married in C’ville left for a wedding trip to Cali-
fornia and other points (CWJ 19 Oct 1894). 

Several in the 1880s and 90s went to Michigan 
for their wedding trip, especially the Lake Region 
area. 

Others went to St. Louis (Sideners).  When Anna 
Mary Davidson married (Prof) Mason Blanchard 
Thomas, their wedding trip was to New Wood-
stock, New York and various places in that area 
(Ithaca, New York City) where Prof. Thomas was 
born and raised.  Ira Meharry and Agatha Sayers, 
married in Jan 1900 went to Toronto, Canada 
on their wedding trip.  Wow! Found in the same 
article, JA Meharry and Jessie Carter were married 
and their trip was “through the south!”  

Another wow trip was that of Jessie Lee Thomp-
son (daughter of the archer Maurice) and Alex-
ander Blair Ballard and after the ceremony the 
Ballards took the train East for an extended (sev-
eral months) trip into Montreal, Quebec and New 
England states.  Returning here for a short stay 
they were then going to the Atlanta exposition after 
which they sailed to Cuba.  The winter then was 

to be in Tampa Florida where they were going to 
live.  He had a large business there and in Havana.  
Impressive!

Illinois and Kentucky were two places to get 
away yet not be too far or take too long.  8 Nov 
1895 CWJ noted that first off they made a mistake 
as to Henry Evans’ wife’s maiden name – she 
was Florence Allen instead of Caller, but that they 
were in Kentucky on their wedding trip and would 
return in three weeks to live in MoCo. 

Now, there are even places that didn’t strike my 
fancy that I would have wanted to go, but to each 
his own as in Sept 1890, “Dr. Clough and wife will 
extend their wedding trip to Dakota.”

There were others who came to C’ville or the 
area for their wedding trip such as Maggie Jones 
who had gone to West Plains Missouri to visit her 
uncle, SP Thompson where she met and fell in 
love with Postal employee, Adam Wright. They 
were married (CWJ 7 June 1895) at her uncles and 
their wedding trip was a natural when she came 
back here to visit, then they returned to Missouri to 
live!  George Gregg, a prominent businessman of 
C’ville married Lucy June Jameson in Paris, KY.  
Several from C’ville were in attendance and after 
a short trip on the L&N, the couple returned to 
Crawfordsville where they would make their home 
(CWJ 18 Nov 1898)!

Some visited relatives or friends as with Fred 
Hoover and Kate Sullivan who were married in 
June 1895 and saw relations in Dayton, Ohio.  

Mable Hutton married Gardner Ladd Plum-
ley (CWJ 3 June 1898) in elaborately decorated 
rooms, with white and green, and many floral bow-
ers.  Some wedding trips were short maybe up to a 
week but the Plumleys up through the north lasted 
six weeks. They would then live in New York City 
where he was in the insurance business.  

Seems a bit of an odd combination but George 
McDonald who married Ida Sandlin in June 1893 
made their wedding trip to Indianapolis then on to 
Cincinnati.

Probably my choice of a place to honeymoon is 
where Katherine Elston and Frederick VanDoren 
Chislett went after the impressive wedding at her 
father’s, (Col) Isaac C. Elston’s honeymooned in 
New Orleans and other southern states.    

Well, that was a fun trip down memory lane a 
place I often visit !! 
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Odds & Ends – Collected & Commented on by Karen Bazzani Zach 

Thank you for reading Montgomery Memories!

Many trips back in the day were related to camping or with a group, but of 
course sometimes with a wife or a mom or such.  

The local members of the POS of A were at Terre Haute last night (CDJ 5 May 
1893 p4) visiting Camp 36 and initiating several candidates.  Met at the depot, our 
group was taken to their hall with a get-acquainted session as well as the initiation. 
About midnight a large banquet was held for them, “and those from this city were 
fully prepared to clear the table!”

Thomas Osborn, born in MoCo near Whitesville was a county school teacher 
but then began practicing law with George Hurley. Finally he went to Chicago 
and made large sums of money during the war. Then the big money came when 
he went in the railroad business and in a CDJ 20 May 1891 article, he had just 
returned from South America finalizing the plans for a great railroad of 9,000 miles 
in length from Boliva, SA to the US.  What a go-getter!

The railroads seriously did an amazing job keeping up with what was going on 
offering impressive round trips to such places as Hagerstown, MD to the Dunkard’s 
national meeting May 20 (1891) for $17.05. This from the Vandalia and the Big 
Four had a lengthy article about Hagerstown compared to the little short one of the 
Vandalia but never saw a price on it! 

Much travelling then and now relates to jobs, and “Councilman Smith” in August 
1891 went to Muncie to investigate their new gutters. They had removed all the 
bouldered gutters and were replacing them with 2’ stone slabs against the stone 
curbing.  It gave more roadway and weeds could not grow there thus the council 
was discussing that on the evening of the 24th. (Feb 1890) “Chauncey Coutant 
returned from a business trip to South Bend!”  Mary Hannah Krout, Lew Wallace, 
Henry S. Lane and many others were gone much to many places in regards to their 
livelihoods.

A bit of fun was poked at AC Lobeck who worked for the local Echo paper 26 
July 1894 by the Journal when they said he made a “flying trip to his old home in 

Belleville, Ohio.  He has returned and is again at his case.”  Of course, much travel-
ling especially this late with the railroads making it so handy to get about anywhere 
made visiting back home much easier than 50 years prior.

The 1893 (and others) World’s fair was a big place to travel. I’ve written about 
this before so won’t dwell, but so many from here went.  The Shades, the hunting 
areas in northern Indiana, lakes in Michigan and Wisconsin were popular to visit. 
Too, some of the trips were politically related such as in August of 1891, when 
John Wingate made a trip to New York to hear Talmage speak. 

Some were lucky to visit quite impressive places such as CN Williams when 
he went to Mount Vesuvius in August 1891. Sometimes there was just a sentence 
about someone going somewhere and there was no clue why given “Thomas J. 
West has returned from a trip to Seattle, Washington,” for instance (CDJ 18 July 
1891).  CWJ 27 June 1902 noted “Cline Davidson starting for a trip to Europe who 
would join his brother, Homer in London and they would make a tour of the conti-
nent during the summer!”

Some were blessed with special graduation or other gifts such as Martha Thomas 
“who will take a trip to Europe soon after Commencement!” (CDJ 29 April 1892)

Then there was of course, lots of little excursions right here in the county: “DW 
Best of Darlington made a flying trip to Garfield Thursday” (CDJ 1 July 1890).  

I have several friends who go on mission trips and that was popular many years 
ago as Dora Taylor, daughter of Samuel Martin of Darlington went to India a few 
months previous as a missionary. (CDJ 18 July 1894) “Dr. Frank West was to 
conduct a prayer meeting at the ME Church this evening as he was leaving the next 
day for missionary work in Asia.  

Of course the weather was a lurer as seen (CDJ 25 March 1891) when “James 
Taylor returned from a trip to California enthusiastic over the glorious climate.  He 
brought with him oranges grown 240 miles north of Los Angeles.”  Actually, it 
didn’t say but there were several living out there from here so he may have been 
visiting, too.

There were many trips into the area, as well.  For instance in April 1891, (CDJ 
13 April) Officers Brothers and Conners were checking out the Monon station one 
very early Friday morning and they overheard quite an interesting conversation 
between three deserters from the Regular Army.  They had left Easter morning 
from the Jefferson (Mo) Barracks and were on the “road,” waiting to catch a train 
headed to Chicago.  They noted the reason was that they were simply bored with 
the normal routine of Army life.  Our officers sent a telegram to Col. Bernard there 
– he said, “I’ll give ya’ $60 each if you can get ‘em back to me.  So, the next day 
the three fellows along with our two heroes went on a regular train ride with quite a 
few cheering them goodbye! 

Probable moving was a good reason to travel as did Willis Leach of Coal Creek 
Township when he made a trip to Great Falls, Montana (CDJ 5 Feb 1890) as it was 
“the vicinity of which city he expects to take a homestead.” 

Sometimes references to going somewhere wasn’t quite clear such as in the CDJ 
7 April 1891 “RH Allen and wife are busy preparing for the trip to old mother 
country!  Hmmm! 

Well, it was a lot of fun just enjoying poking around in the old newspapers, see-
ing what prompted our fellow MoCoians to travel here and there!
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For this edition of Nifty, we get to know Forrest E. Burgess. Forrest was born in Ladoga, 
Indiana on March 12, 1882. She was the daughter of William and Martha (Benson) Burgess. 
Forrest had an older sister, Queen Ann (b. 1879) and a younger brother, Harold Omar (b. 1885). 

Forrest’s father William died in 1885 at only 30 years old. Her mother Martha, left to support 
the family, worked as a dressmaker in Ladoga. The children attended school in Ladoga, Forrest 
graduating in 1900. She went on to teach school. A description of her early teaching experience 
was provided in a letter she wrote in 1975:

I have enjoyed reading the articles in the Journal & Review about the Shades [State Park]. 
There is a part of that land I knew as I taught school at the Dowden School located near this 
region. I lived with a family…Shultz... It was a wild country then.1

By 1910, Forrest moved to Chicago with her mother Martha and sister Queen Ann. The Chi-
cago Census for 1910 tells us that Martha was a “practioner” of Christian Science, while Queen 
Ann and Forrest worked as stenographers at the Chicago Stockyards. 

The three women suffered a tragedy in 1912 when their home was destroyed by fire 
(Chicago’s Suburbanite Economist, March 15, 1912).  In August of 1912, Forrest visited 
Crawfordsville (ibid). In early August of 1913, she traveled to St. Paul, Minnesota (ibid, August 
1, 1913). Over the coming two decades, Forrest and Queen Ann continued to do clerical work 
in the meat packing industry.

Forrest met Edward Harrigan in Chicago. Both aged 57, they married on October 14, 1939 
and made their home in Whitewater, Walworth County, Wisconsin. Martha and Queen Ann 
(who never married) remained in Chicago. Martha, at age 80, died in 1940. Her body was in-
terred in the Ladoga Cemetery.  In 1942, Harold, who stayed in Crawfordsville where he taught 
school, passed at age 57 due to complications following surgery. He was interred in the Oak 
Hill Cemetery in Crawfordsville.

Queen Ann retired from the stockyard and settled in Crawfordsville.  Forrest, after the death 
of her husband Edward in 1946, moved to Crawfordsville too.  Queen Ann and she visited 
Whitewater, Wisconsin in 1950 (Janesville Daily Gazette May 29, 1950). Forrest visited Chica-
go in August 1951 “to attend to business matters” related to a fire at the warehouse where she 
stored household goods (ibid, August 29, 1951). These women didn’t hesitate to go where they 
wanted!

Queen Ann, at 86 years old, passed on December 13, 1965.  She was buried next to her 
parents in the Ladoga Cemetery.  At that time, Forrest was living on South Walnut Street in 
Crawfordsville. 

In the letter Forrest wrote in 1975, she described the experience of her grandmother, Mary 
(Davis) Burgess, who was born near New Market. Mary had ten children in what was still a 
wilderness. Not surprisingly, three of her children died before the age of four. Mary died at the 
age of 79 and was buried in Indiana Creek Hill Cemetery:  

Grandma [Mary] Burgess was born in 1827 and I have heard say they often saw Indians 
walking single file along the creek south of the house. The house was between the New Market 
road and the Vandalia track on the south side of the road.

Forrest signed the letter, “Love, Forrest Harrigan, Hope you can read this: All right for 93 
years I guess.”  Seems to me she was more than “All right.”  She lived ten more years!  

I couldn’t discover why, but Forrest was in Stoughton, Dane County, Wisconsin at the time 
of her death on December 21, 1985.  She, too, was returned for burial in the Ladoga Cemetery. 
She was laid to rest near her parents and sister.  Oddly, I couldn’t find Forrest’s death certifi-
cate. The photo of her headstone was posted on ancestry.com (courtesy of Mary Stockwell.) I 
wonder why her death date wasn’t added to the stone?

A woman unique in her time, Forrest grew up in a small town, worked as a rural school 
teacher, and moved to a big busy city. Instead of marrying early and having a family, she 
pursued a career and, along with Queen Ann, supported Martha. After marrying later in life, she 
moved from Chicago to Wisconsin. She then returned home, to Montgomery County.  And in 
the end, she went back to Wisconsin. Yet she chose to be laid to rest in Ladoga, near her dear 
family. May Forrest, who gladly went where life took her, rest in peace. 
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Such sad news we have to share 
today.  Our beloved, humorous, 
religious, writer Chuck Clore passed 
away.  Chuck was one of our own, 
born right here in Crawfordsville July 
11, 1947.  A graduate of CHS, he was 
active in Art, having served as the 
yearbook photographer and designed 
and made several senior cords.  He 
graduated from North Central Univer-
sity, in Bible and Pastoral studies.  He 
married his adorable wife Judy of 54 
years.  They were parents of equally 
adorable twin daughters, April and 
Carrie.  Although he loved his Lord 
his creative side called to him and he 
went into design but tying in his other 
love by working for the Assemblies 
of God Headquarters in Springfield, 
Missouri.  A few years ago I got to 
know this wonderful man and he’d 
say funny things and I’d tell him he 
should write about his young times.  
So he did.  A bit uncomfortable with 
it at first, I tried to encourage him and 
soon he just wowed me!  Hope you 
have read Chuck as we went along 
and appreciate his humor, creativity 
and acquired writing prowess.  Chuck 
grew up with wonderful brothers and 
sisters and used all of them in his 
writing.  Delta Mae; Beverly and Toby.  
You may know his nephew, Derrick 
Clore.   Chuck was the son of Austin 
and Georgie Cole Clore and I just 
loved to read about what his Pap and 
mother were doing.  

I told him he could write about 
whatever he wanted.  He did that but 
then decided he’d like to stick with the 
themes and he had some great stuff 
and enjoyed the challenge as we do of 
finding goodies to add to that topic.  
Recently he wrote about graduation, 
saying “Great memories are made.  
The focus is on you. The entire family 
is geared-up to boost your self-image.  
Best guard your ego!”  Humor but al-
most always he got his Lord in there as 
he did in an odd twist in regards to this 
topic – “Lord, it is hard to be humble!”  
Often, and I’d guess daily, he thanked 
his Lord for all of  his blessings and 
gifts.  Wife, daughters, other family 
members and his artistic abilities! 

Chuck was quite proud and well 
he should be of his Clore ancestry in 
America beginning with Hans Michael 
Klaar (original Germanic spelling).  
He enjoyed writing about Michael 
Clore in our recent Early Settlers 
edition of the Montgomery Memories.  
The story of Michael and others who 
came is sad yet fascinating, having 
paid full passage but being duped by 
the captain of the ship and sold into 
indentureship.  But things smoothed 
out and Michael’s son John blessed 
Michael with nine grands, including 
Michael’s grandson dubbed as “Big 
Mike,” who obviously was large in 
stature.  There were other Michaels, 
so Big Mike was distinguished in this 
way.  More bad happenings came 

when Big Mike was forging weap-
ons for the Revolutionary War when 
the British burned his shop and 
ran him out of town, so he became 
the gunsmith for George Washing-
ton’s troops.  Israel, Big Mike’s 
son moved to Montgomery County 
(wife Frances Deer).  Israel #2 was 
this Israel’s grandson and accord-
ing to Chuck’s wonderful article, 
“He is shrouded in family mystery 
but rumor has it he was a drinker, 
stinker and downright cantankerous 
thinker!”  Chuck went onto bring his 
family down to himself.

This year’s February article on 
Valentine’s was one of his funni-
est.  The Ides of February he called 
it and told of his 5th grade class 
changing cards.  “Heaven forbid if 
you pick one for a classmate that 
is too mushy then  “cootie infested 
girls would chase you around the 
playground.”  Worse would be the 

wrong card for a boy – “you could 
end up with a bloody nose and a 
knuckle sandwich!”  

If you’ve been a Chuck fan, you’ll 
know we didn’t only get to enjoy 
his writing but his fabulous art as 
well, each article having an attached 
Chuck-created piece of art.  I loved 
the Bad Boy article from last year 
and his image.  He talked about the 
Bad Boy image beginning with an 
Indianian, James Dean but when 
Chuck was ready to go out into the 
world from HS in 1965, “The Bad-
Boy image was a lost cause for this 
skinny little runt with big ears and a 
chest like a xylophone.  I could nev-
er pull it off, it would be like Barney 
Fife pretending to be Sheriff Andy!”  
Kidding aside, this fellow was a 
wonderful man, and we are going to 
miss his writing, his artwork, and his 
humor!  Love ya’ Chuck and Rest In 
Peace with your well-loved Lord! 

Story & Graphics by Chuck Clore

Thank you for reading Montgomery Memories!
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Poetry and Puzzles
Outside Our Door

By Joy Willett

Mountain high,
valley deep,
arid desert,

sunny beach;
ancient ruin,
castle niche,
take the time
to visit each.

On a boat,
by the train,
flying low

or on a plane,
find your way
to where to go,
take your time,

take it slow.

Speak a language,
one that’s foreign,
meet new people,
don’t be boring!

Travel to 
a distant land.
Even one that’s
close at hand.
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Poetry - Contiuned
July

By Cynthia Long

July is often one of the warmest months, 
characterized by parades, fireworks, camping, 

family gatherings, and picnics.

Milligan Park in Crawfordsville, Indiana is 
a top choice for celebrations, offering a range 
of delightful amenities such as playgrounds, 

picnic shelters, horseshoe pits, disc golf course, 
splash zone and much more!

A common saying related to the 4th of July 
in the musical Oklahoma is that “by the 4th 
of July, the corn should be as high as an ele-

phant’s eye.” This adage signifies the farmers’ 
benchmark for crop success at this point in the 

season.

‘As we near the year’s halfway mark,’ it’s 
worth noting that some individuals also par-
take in *’Christmas in July’ festivities. This 

period is an excellent opportunity to shop and 
support family-owned businesses and find 
unique items in Crawfordsville, Indiana.

*The concept of ‘Christmas in July’ can be 
traced back to North Carolina. The Real Story 

Behind Christmas In July Started In North 
Carolina (southernliving.com)

Vacations
By Cynthia Long

One of the last big hoorahs, before school starts and the 
summer ends. Having to say goodbye to one season and 

prepare for the next.

Used to be, you made a decision to go by car someplace, 
and you just called many months ahead for reservations, 
and stayed at a Holiday Inn. No major decisions to be 

made, just a simple trip.

Today, you have a travel agent, and different kinds of 
vacations, working, volunteering, hiking, skiing, educa-
tional, exercising, weight loss, spiritual, and how do you 
want to get there by bus, train, plane or car? What kind 
of food do you like? You want to go North, South, East, 

West or abroad? 
Then you have your hotels, motels, camping, cabins, and 

B&B’s?

I just want to go back in time and hop in the car and 
ride on Route 66, where you “got your kicks”, driving 

slowly and really seeing the countryside along the way. 

I remember Dinah Shores advertisement for Chevrolet 
she’d sing, “See the USA in your Chevrolet” Seen here 
at See the USA in Your Chevrolet Dinah Shore, 1953 

(youtube.com) Those were the good old days.

I think there is always great happenings in 
Crawfordsville, Indiana. Crawfordsville offers some-
thing fun for everyone, wonderful places to eat with 

savory foods, and cute, locally owned places to shop for 
that perfect gift or souvenir, museums, recreation, cul-

ture, theatre, family fun, fitness and lots of history to enjoy.
You should want to enjoy and stay in your own back 
yard at the very least in your own state.  But I have 

always been the one to choose the route less traveled. I 
like staying home. “There is no place like home.” I feel 
vacations are overrated, and you come back more tired 

and more stressed out than before you left.



Karen’s Kitchen
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories

Do believe I put more thought in this article than any for quite awhile.  The worse part is I couldn’t find (except for expensive hotels that hosted 
weddings) what someone around here would eat say at the turn into 1900.  Kind of wanted to know what my grandparents’ would have had 
about that time.  I read hundreds of articles but they all said, “retired for a wedding feast” or “her mother fixed the food,” but none told what they 
ate.  Frustrating! 

Did find out some really interesting early facts about wedding dinners.  Here are a few which really didn’t help in the plight of a recipe to share 
with ya’ though!  For one, and this makes sense, the early “wedding dinners” were breakfasts as most couples would marry about 10:30 in the 
morning, have a breakfast while enjoying those who came, open presents (if that was a time frame when those coming to the wedding brought a 
present as for many years they did not) and then be off to either a short trip or more often, home to get things ready for their life together!  

Cakes were early on fruit cakes versus the soft, moist ones of today with rich icings of all kinds.  The ones they had though in the mid 1860-
1890s were with white icing.  Now, not a super fan of fruit cakes, but this one is good, easy and doesn’t take 5 days to make (recipe by Jessica 
Holmes at Sweetest Menu). Feel free to customize how you’d so desire (add nuts, craisins, etc. but try not to get any more than what the others 
would be otherwise you’ll get the consistency off).  

Dried fruit – raisins, cranberries, glazed cherries, … try to have all the fruit 
about the same size, otherwise if the pieces are too big, it makes the cake harder 
to cut later. 3 ½ C

Orange Zest – or orange peel of one large orange.
Apple juice (100% apple juice) –2/3 C  if you want more zest, however, you 

could use some orange juice. 
All-purpose Flour – 1 ½ C.
Brown Sugar – 1 C. adds sweetness and moisture it also gives a caramel note 

to the warm spices.  (light brown sugar is best)
Cinnamon, nutmeg and ginger – add oodles of flavor – don’t skimp :) more 

cinnamon ¾ tsp at least than the other two (1/4 tsp) 
¼ tsp salt unless you used salted butter 
Baking powder – ½ tsp. make sure it is fresh – anything over 3 months you 

should get new.
Butter – use butter for maximum flavor – unsalted best – 2 sticks 
2 tsp. vanilla
3 large eggs

Step 1 – soak and heat your dried fruits.  In a large bowl, add the dried fruit, 
orange zest and apple juice.  Heat 1 minute in microwave – stir.  Heat again 1 minute – stir.  Place a large plate on top of the bowl so the fruit is 
covered. Let it sit an hour.

As the fruit cools, it will soak up the juice and become plump and juicy.
When the fruit is ready, it takes only minutes to make the cake.  Ya’ don’t even need a mixer, just a bowl and wooden spoon.  
In a large bowl, add dry ingredients – give it a little stir.
Add the melted butter, vanilla and eggs – stir
Add fruit mixture including any remaining juice – stir. 
Cake batter should be thick and creamy with no flour pockets left.
Note: the cake will turn brown long before it is finished.  Should be evenly brown all over, tad darker on edges.  Slightly domed top.  Cake 

should be firm to touch. Let the cake cool completely – do not cut it until cold. 

Oven – 340-350 for about 90 minutes – use fan if you have one available in your oven.  Lightly grease a high side 8” round cake pan – line the 
bottom and sides with parchment paper

Now, the listings for the long-ago “cakes” used at early weddings all said with white icing and I love to make this and use it – so add. Apple 
Cider (Julie Blanner but made it long before I found her recipe just didn’t have one – lol) – 

In a medium bowl, combine the 1 ½ to 1 ¾ C.  powdered sugar and 3-4 T. apple cider.  Mix until the desired consistency you want. This can be 
used for soooo many things (donuts, apple salad, apple crisp, put it on ice cream …. GO DO YOUR THING)! ENJOY!!! 
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Thought I’d do the county connection article more up to date vs. the good ‘ol 
days and ask on the Crawfordsville and Montgomery County History FB page  
where people have traveled and where was their favorite place they went. Candace 
B said: IRELAND was her fav.  She explained that it had been a gift and she was 
able to do genealogy while there and have it confirmed and noted that the people at 
the hotel were a ton of help, directing her to the cemeteries and the like.  “Wonder-
ful people – everything was wonderful there.  I would go back in a heartbeat!”  

Interesting that Patty H said her Scotland trip was the best because out of her 
mom’s whole family they are “the only ones in the states!”  Be cool to meet aunts, 
uncles, cousins.  They sent her mother back for her 70th birthday and she stayed 
with her nieces.  She went to Fort William where she had been evacuated to during 
the war.  She was still a Scottish citizen when she passed three years ago!”  Ahhhh 
that is amazing.

Certainly, Scotland would be a place I’d love to visit – was in Ireland for 15 
minutes on the way to Italy and got to see/touch the beautiful green grass, but 
Scotland is where several of our direct ancestors’ castles are yet to be seen, includ-
ing two of St. Margaret Queen of Scotland, my all-time fav ancestor!

DeeDee said her fav trip was Savanna, GA (I loved it there too) because of 
the “history, the beauty, the river, the squares, the people, the food … EVERY-
THING!”

Terri S’s comment was my favorite and have to agree on that last word when she 
said New Orleans as she “loved the food, the culture, the history, the quirkiness!”

Jan F noted: “If you were doing international travel, Spain was a wonderful trip.  
Not to be missed is the Church of the Sacred Family designed by Antoni Gaudi 
(which is the largest unfinished Catholic Church in the world in Barcelona). And 
don’t miss Park Guell there, also designed by Gaudi.”  I looked up both the places 
and Gaudi himself and it sounds like two places if you’re a world traveler, you 
definitely do not want to miss. 

Jan went on to say that in the US, don’t miss Saint Augustine, Florida. “I only 
had one day there but I would love to go back and see more of the Flagler Hotel.”  
She also suggested Savannah especially if you love architecture and pirate sto-
ries.  Close around, she suggested Cumberland Gap was fun and interesting and 
around there “you can visit horse/stud farms.”  Michigan – “travel along the Lake 
Michigan highway and see the different light houses.”  Wisconsin – “Door County 
is a beautiful and fun destination.”  Springfield, Illinois has an amazing Lincoln 
Museum.  Hermann, Missouri is a beautiful and interesting old German settle-
ment with vineyards all around if you happen to be a wine connoisseur.”  She also 
mentioned farther west South Dakota especially the Black Hills, Spearfish Valley 
along with Mount Rushmore.  Also, Jan has been to both Ireland and Scotland, on 
a Trafalgar tour.  “The highlands are breathtaking.  Her distant grandparents came 
from Scotland in the 1700s and she said she loved it as “it is in my blood for I felt 
so at home!” 

Mike B says we should go to every state especially Hawaii and he has been to 
Canada, Mexico, Asia and Europe.  He thinks probably the best vacation was his 
England-Scotland Ireland trip because of “all the history, beautiful countryside and 
the friendly, laid-back people.” 

Love this one – Linda M said Quito, Ecuador where she celebrated her 60th 
birthday visiting where her brother served in the Army and her oldest nephew was 
born. 

Steve W made me guffaw as his answer was: “I dreamt I was in Cleveland 
once.”

Barbara W said Kenya, Africa when she was on an “amazing mission trip – the 
people were so humbling!” I’ve heard that from several! 

I’ve been to 45 of the 50 states, probably my favorite was Hawaii.  I mean you 
can go to most of the midwestern states and see Midwest but Hawaii is so differ-
ent.  So beautiful, and many different type things to see (a volcano cave for in-
stance).  One of my all-time favorite students and her hubs are stationed in Hawaii 
and she loves it, “It’s home!”  She says!  

As far as overseas, been to Germany and Italy mainly but travelled through 
several other countries, as well.  It was exciting because I got to see the home my 
great grandfather came to America to make money to build. So exciting, and the 
pew where my grandmother always sat in the little Catholic Church was thrill-
ing to see with her name on the back of the pew, an honor to those who left their 
community (her father’s name on one as well as he came twice but went back and 
married.)

Loved the three castles we visited, all so different!  I have a tally of about 15 
castles still seeable that belonged to our ancestors, but of course, none of the three 
I saw.  Particularly, I’d love to see Edinburg Castle (photo from Wikipedia – Kim 
Traynor) where St. Margaret of Scotland died in 1093 from grief over the death of 
her husband, Malcolm.  Read Grandcestors for more on the trips!

I’d still like to do what Jan suggested. Travel along the Lake Michigan High-
way (which I have done) and stop to see all the lighthouses (which I’ve not done).  
Also, we visited our grandson when he was stationed in Charleston, SC a few 
years ago.  We just got back from a week stay with our boy in his beautiful new 
home – so wonderful to see him and SC is so beautiful! 

Well, do want to thank all for sharing – this was fun to get ideas on where to go 
– Scotland still sounds the best – lol!

County Connections:  Ireland
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories
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In Mo Co, it was a very good year in 1901 . . .

Caroline Krout’s 
Knights in Fustian 

(based on the operations 
of the Knights of the 
Golden Circle during 

the Civil War) was 
published and became 

popular reading bringing 
another C’ville writer to 

fame!

In late April, “the 
first commence-
ment of the New 

Ross HS was held 
at the Chrisian 
Church Friday 

Evening.”  Supt. 
Walkup presented 

diplomas to: Bessie 
Golliday; Stella 
Bowers; Bertie 

Dorsey and Carl 
Smith. 

Samuel Himes 
tried to super-

intend the Poor 
Farm this year 

but William 
Brown had to 

take over the po-
sition.  Not sure 
how long he had 

it though!

Irwin Posten, then 
owner/operator of the 

famed Veedersburg brick 
factory, brought that brick 

making knowledge to 
Crawfordsville where his 
brick business flourished 
for many years. By the 
way, Gertrude Wheeler, 
deputy auditor retired 
from that position and 

became the bookkeeper 
for Posten.

The county 
council allotted 

$5,000 for a new 
roof on the court-
house which was 
not looked at as 

near enough to do 
all repairs as the 
chimneys needed 

rebuilt, a new sky-
light was needed 

and a concrete floor 
put in the auditor’s 

office.  

New Years’ Day was 
celebrated by Fred Fer-
rell taking some of the 
Down school children 
riding and Ethel Reyn-

olds, teacher at Old 
Hickory took her pupils 
for a ride in a big sled 
merrily ringing a cow 

bell.  Lots of fun! 

A marriage 
license record 
(the most) was 

made on Christ-
mas eve and 

Christmas day 
with 11 being 

taken out! 

Sources used: Crawfordsville Weekly Journals for 1901

The Frankfort News in 
April this year made quite 
a dig on one of our more 

famous fellows: “Montgom-
ery County has a poet who 

writes the stuff by the pound 
and peddles his verses about 

the Hoosier Athens like 
hominy and horse radish. 

His names is Elmore and he 
writes poems while his cus-

tomers wait!” 

A large, heavy 
wool blanket cost 
$3.50 but came in 
only white, grey 
or scarlet at The 

Big Store.

Charles W. El-
more was mayor; 
John S. Brothers 

marshall; WB 
Waugh, city trea-

surer with JA 
McClure city clerk. 
William Vance was 

Fire Chief. 

On Christmas Eve, 
the Elks entertained 
200 plus young folks 

who would other-
wise not have had a 
Christmas and the 

children from the Or-
phan’s Home helped 
entertain (telling the 
story of the Christ-
child and leading 

carols). 

Wilber Houk 
was granted 
a patent on a 
“wagon box 

shield.” 

This year, there was 
but one teacher at Park-
ersburg, George Leonard 
from Russellville.  Maud 

Moss of Ladoga was 
the only one at the Byrd 
School.  Freedom’s only 

was John A. Johnson 
(oddly the next year no 

one is listed but the school 
seemed to go on through 

1919)!
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Had many wonderful travels, but two good ones – Hawaii, our 40th wedding 
anniversary gift from our son, Jay and his wife, Kathy.  We had so much fun 
and the weather was just gorgeous. 

The other trip was genealogy-related.  My Italian grandmother loved to tell 
us (mainly me since I was the only girl) stories of the “old country,” while 
rocking away on her comfy swing on her huge front porch in Clinton.  Imagine 
that was a big reason why I’m such a history freak!  I had hoped that someday 
I would get to go. One day one of my cousins and his wife came up and said 
they were planning on going to Italy and wondered if I wanted to go. Well, 
duh!

Never sleep when I’m away from Jim.  He stayed all night with me the night 
before we left from Chicago, and I laid there all night holding his hand, worry-
ing I’d not get back to see him.  I had only flown once before on my senior trip 
20 years earlier (plus two quick trips on small planes) and was nervous about 
that so I sat up all night not knowing you could rent earphones to watch the 
movies shown.  My cousin, an early riser looked at me like I was nuts but he 
sure laughed when he realized I’d just stared at the movie for hours.  When we 
got there their foreign exchange student’s parents picked us up at the airport in 
Germany and we went to their house in a tiny car – Frank, Jeanie and I all pret-
ty big people squashed in the back.  No conversation as neither spoke English 
and we sure as heck didn’t know German. 

We got to their house which was quite nice and pretty big.  I was assigned to 
sleep downstairs on a futon in Sonny’s (the exchange student) bedroom.  Well, 
thought I’d sleep really well that night and I conked out immediately but was 
only asleep an hour, then awakened by shooting.  Now, don’t forget where 
we were – my mind jumped back to Hitler Nazi Germany and thought of my 
inkling I’d never see Jim again.  Turns out that was a wedding chivalry at the 
church next door. Go figure!  

Next day, Frank, Jeanie and Sonny went somewhere on a hike up some 
famous hill and I was just too tired. Got in a nap and then walked to and was 
seated in a quaint, small restaurant and was handed a menu. NO CLUE.  So 
when the waitress came I just shook my head and held up my hands in defeat.  
She said, “Okay,” and I soon got some really fine food that was delicious. Left 
a nice tip.

When I got back Sonny’s brother was home from school watching John 
Wayne.  He grinned at me and said, “Real cowboy!”  I just grinned right back.  

The next day we went to two castles – years later, I discovered 54 direct 
queens and kings and several of their castles still in existence but neither were 
theirs  – love the internet so I sort of got to see ‘em.  One we saw was all in red 
beginning with the carpet at the opening where we pulled up and a valet took 
the car.  All red inside – gorgeous!  Another was high up in the hills and just 
what you would expect of a castle, as we drove over the mote.  

One day we went into what would be equal to C’ville and ate at a fancy 
restaurant.  We got stopped by a young boy so he could take his cattle across 
the road.  Sonny’s boyfriend looked at me, grinned and said, “Now, that’s a 
real cowboy!”

Now, in the train going through Switzerland three Swiss guards came barg-
ing into our train compartment.  Two big men and  a woman just as big and 
scary. They pulled guns on me motioning for me to get up.  I was petrified. 
They started tearing my suitcase apart, totally ruining it.  We had been talking 
to two really nice young Italian boys showing my and Frank and Jeanie’s 
daughters’ pictures.  They liked those and they spoke Italian to the police gal. 
She knew me well as she had already strip searched me out in the hallway no 
less.  She told the boys they thought I was a serial killer.  They verified I had 
been born and raised in Indiana was married for 22 years and had come there 
to see where my Italian grandparents grew up.  Finally, thanks to the boys it 
was all over but the gal stayed a minute and showed me a picture of the crimi-
nal – doppleganger!  

At last we headed to Lotta, the little village where my grandparents met, 
eloped (he 30, she 15, he visiting from America and she loving America, her 
father coming twice to make money for the beautiful home which we saw 
-thrilling. My gpa’ was drafted into WWI for the Italian side (never shot at an 
American though - up above ‘em as he said, “I might be shooting at one of my 
friends”).  We got to meet Gma’s niece and family and I saw a picture they had 
of my dad I’d never seen before.  

Her church was beautiful.  My cousin, a previous altar boy walked right 
up front.  I viewed the back pew as she always sat in the back pew as did her 
family.  Her name was on the back (can’t find the photo though – this is her 
father’s as when one left the village to come to America or Australia the family 
added their names). The priest came in and talked to us (Frank knew Italian 
well but I had hired an interpreter for the day. He informed us we were nuts for 
doing what we were doing but at the end gave us all a hug and kiss and said in 
the 17 years in his job that was the best day ever).  Certainly, one memorable 
travel and you’ve heard just a bit of both my fav trips! 

Grandcestors
Karen Bazzani Zach, Montgomery Memories

Thank you for reading Montgomery Memories!
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