
California  54 Oregon  8

Texas  40 Connecticut  7

Florida  30 Oklahoma  7

New York  28 Arkansas  6

Illinois  19 Iowa  6

Pennsylvania  19 Kansas  6

Ohio  17 Mississippi  6

Georgia  16 Nevada  6

North Carolina  16 Utah  6

Michigan  15 Nebraska  5

New Jersey  14 New Mexico  5

Virginia  13 Hawaii  4

Washington  12 Idaho  4

Indiana  11 Maine  4

Arizona  11 Montana  4

Massachusetts  11 New Hampshire  4

Tennessee  11 Rhode Island  4

Colorado  10 West Virginia  4

Maryland  10 Alaska  3

Minnesota  10 Delaware  3

Missouri  10
District of
Columbia 

3

Wisconsin  10 North Dakota  3

Alabama  9 South Dakota  3

South Carolina  9 Vermont  3

Kentucky  8 Wyoming  3

Louisiana  8

TODAY’S HEALTH TIP TODAY’S QUOTE

TODAY’S JOKE

Jax is a 5 year old male
Boxer / American Pit Bull
Terrier mix that has been at
AWL since 5/9/23. Jax is a
work in progress that would
thrive with someone with
extra time/patience. Jax
enjoys playing fetch and will
gladly sit for treats! Jax
needs help with leash
manners, as he likes to nip at
the lead. Jax is dog selective
and would do best in a home
with no small pets and/or
children. A meet and greet is
required to ensure Jax would
be a good fit. Jax is looking
for his best friend. Could
that be you? AWL is open
Monday - Friday from
12:15p-5p and Saturday's
from 9:30a-3p. Come say hi,
snuggle cats, walk dogs, or
lend a helping hand!

See BUTCH Page A3
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The Paper appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

DONNA BULLERDICK
 for subscribing!

If you have diabetes, it’s important to do aerobic
AND weight training.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr.
John Roberts. Be sure to catch his column each

week in The Paper and online at
www.thepaper24-7. com

THREE THINGS
You Should Know

1

2

3

TODAY’S VERSE

BUTCH
DALE
Columnist

Meet
Jax

I turned 76 on
October 27th. It's
difficult for me to
fathom. I never
imagined that I
would make it this
far. I have
experienced

MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Montgomery County
Commissioners have fittingly
declared that our county will be
designated as a Green Light for
Veterans County on Nov. 11. That
means it’s a time to salute and
honor the service and sacrifice of
our men and women in uniform
transitioning from active service.
Commissioners encourage everyone
to recognized Veterans always, but
especially on that day, by displaying
a green light in a window of their
home or business that day!

Daniel Shackle is stepping down as the
Commissioner of the Indiana Department of
Local Government Finance. Shackle was
appointed Commissioner of DLGF in June of
2023. His last day as Commissioner will be Dec.
6. Deputy Commissioner / Chief of Staff Scott
Maitland will take over as acting commissioner
Dec. 9. Maitland has been with DLGF since 2018.
 
What do you think about Indiana State Parks?
The Indiana DNR wants feedback on your
favorite activities and priorities for management
of state parks. To that end, Ginger Murphy,
deputy director for stewardship for Indiana State
Parks, said they have a survey at
dnr.IN.gov/state-parks/about-us/whats-new for
Hoosiers to take. It will be available through Dec.
1. It should take about 10-15 minutes to
complete. DNR conducted a similar survey five
years ago. Survey results will be used to help
DNR plan future facilities and services at Indiana
State Parks.

As the nights start to draw in, and the weather
turns crisp, it’s only natural to think about
wanting to cozy up with a significant other and
make the most of all that fall has to offer.
Colorful leaves? Tick. Warm cider? Tick. Snuggled
up by the fireplace? Our friends at
datingadvice.com surveyed 3,000 couples to
identify the most romantic fall destinations and
Madison emerged as the favorite choice in
Indiana, followed by Brown County and Indiana
Dunes.

several health problems,
accidents and close calls
through the years, most of
which can be attributed to
youthful inexperience and
stupidity, not asking for help
when I should have, getting
in too much of a hurry and
taking chances when the
odds were not in my favor.
And as you all know,
sometimes "things just
happen." Think back on your
life. I know you will agree.

No, I don't foresee kicking the
bucket anytime soon. Of
course, one never knows
what the next day brings, but
I am actually in better health
than I was 30 years ago when
I was Sheriff. I haven't
smoked in 24 years. I eat
healthy and exercise every
day. I feel more like I am 46
years old than 76 (as long as I
don't see my face in the
mirror). A few aches and
pains now and then, but
that's about it.

The older I get, the more I
appreciate little things in life.
When I shower each morning
before heading off to work, I
often linger a bit longer than
I should. I recall the days as a
child when we had no indoor
bath or shower, and my little
brother and I were bathed in
a metal washtub. I also keep
the thermostat turned up
perhaps too high. The
farmhouse where I grew up
was extremely cold in the fall
and winter months,
especially in the upstairs
bedroom where I slept. When
it's bedtime now, I thank God
I can sleep in a warm bed. We
had no indoor toilet until
1954, when I was 6 years old.
Yes, we had the good old
outhouse. When I dress in the
mornings, I have plenty of
new clothes to wear. I
remember the times when
most of my clothes were
hand-me-downs from older
cousins. My folks bought me
one pair of tennis shoes and
one pair of jeans each fall
before school began. I also
recall that Mom often had to
"stretch" the food for our
family of five children, and a
few years we received
"government food." Perhaps
that is why now, when
shopping for groceries, I
often buy too much.

BTNBTNBy The Numbers, a look at what’s in the news . . . by the
numbers. These are just numbers, not suggestions that
they mean more or less than what they are. We do not
suggest that one number is connected to another. These
are simply facts with no extraneous details, bias or

slanted reporting. To borrow (and perhaps mangle a bit) a quote from legendary fictional
detective Joe Friday, it’s just the numbers, ma’am!

Philippians 3:13 “Brothers, I do
not consider myself yet to have
taken hold of it. But one thing I

do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is
ahead, I press on toward the

goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward

in Christ Jesus.” (NIV)

“Our lives begin to end the day we become
silent about things that matter.”
Martin Luther King Jr.

Forgive us, but we’re in the spirit of
Christmas so we’re starting the Yule jokes a
little early this year (hey, with all the strife in
the world, can’t we all use some holiday
cheer)!
What goes Ho, Ho, Ho, thump?
Santa laughing his head off!

Free Tix to Xmas
Gift+Hobby Show

We’re doing it again!

The Paper of Montgomery
County once again has free
tickets to give away for the
most popular Christmas Gift &
Hobby Show. This year’s
extravaganza is scheduled for
Nov. 6-10 at the Indiana State
Fairgrounds.

All you have to do to win two
tickets (valued at $24) is send
us a selfie of you and our front
page (Print or Online Edition).
Be sure to tell us who you are,
where you are from and why
you love The Paper. If we use
your smiling photo on our front
page – you win free tickets to
the show!

It’s really that simple! You can
text or e-mail it to
ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com

Butch Hasn't
Kicked the
Bucket Yet

Thank Goodness, it’s almost over! (Wait, did we say that?) For good, bad or somewhere in
between, this election is coming to a close . . . at least we hope so. Then again, both sides have an
army of lawyers waiting in the wings so this just might play out a lot longer. At any rate, we’re
bringing back a look at how we elect presidents, the Electoral College . . . By The Numbers.

270 The magic
number
needed by

either former President Donald
Trump or current Vice President
Kamala Harris to secure the Oval
Office.

538 That’s how many
total Electoral
Votes are

11 The number of
Electoral Votes
Indiana has.

available. The number of votes
allocated to each state is based on
the last U.S. Census and will remain
the same through the 2028 election.
Depending on the results of he 2030
Census, the numbers could change
when we elect a president in 2032.

51 Each state (and DC) and their
Electoral Votes (from largest to
smallest):

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.in.gov%2Fdnr%2Fstate-parks%2Fabout-us%2Fwhats-new/1/01010192e3f16dd8-a61bc351-cb04-4aee-a2dd-370d6b0c645f-000000/cRpVqRzC7jtPpuqckAQg16QuTjN9Z7icjNJQjXCvNmg=377
mailto:ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com
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Butch 
Dale’s

Flashback
Trivia

Do You Recognize
This 1966 Coal Creek

Graduate?

HINT: 
He was the leading

scorer on the Bearcat
basketball team

during his junior and
senior years.

Answer on 
Page A3
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The holiday spirit is
alive at the
Crawfordsville |
Montgomery County
Chamber of
Commerce! The
Christmas Auction will
be on Thursday on the
third floor of Fusion 54
in beautiful downtown
Crawfordsville where
the room is
transformed into
winter wonderland.

The event begins at
5:30 p.m. highlighted
by a live auction with
bid calling by Edwards
Auctioneering, a silent
auction, live music by
Adam Moody from the
Durham Home, hors
d’oeuvres by The
Juniper Spoon and a
cash bar.

More than 90
organizations have
donated auction items!
Highlighted items
include a Brunswick
Pool table that will be
delivered and set up
and comes with pool
balls and cue set, a
security camera
system, a king mattress
set, a solo stove,
catering event for up to
20 people by Smitty D’s
Hot Dog Stand, 1-hour
airplane ride at the
Crawfordsville
Municipal Airport, case
of cheese monthly for a
year from Pace Dairy,
Air pods, iPad, designer
purses, 2-night stay at
White Oak Farms
beautiful cabin,
Masonic Cornerstone

Grand Hall & Event
Center Grand Ballroom
rental and kitchen for
an event up to 75
people and so many
gift baskets! You can
see the comprehensive
list on the chamber
Facebook page.

The chamber wants to
say a public thank you
to the sponsors for the
Christmas Auction. The
Main Event Sponsor,
Campbell Ag Service.
The Hors d’oeuvres
Sponsors: Tri County
Bank & Trust, Nucor,
Surb’s Tire, Austin Earl
from Indiana Farm
Bureau Insurance, and
The Juniper Spoon;
Silent Auction
Sponsors; Shop Small
Shop Handmade and
Franciscan Health; and
the Drink Sponsors;
Ken’s Liquor Store,
Crawfordsville
Audiology, The Lane
House, The
Montgomery County
Youth Service Bureau,
Wonderfully Simple HR
Consulting, and
Morgan’s Glass & Paint.

This event is open to
the public. Tickets are
$20 per person or $30
a couple. The event is
likely to sell out so
don’t hesitate to
register. You can
purchase tickets from
the Event Registration
tab on the website:
crawfordsvillechamber.
com or call (765) 362-
6800.

Tickets Going Fast For
Chamber Christmas Auction

Chamber Celebrates
Sunshine in a Box

TMSC Law Firm Adds New Attorney
Alexa Campbell is home,
so to speak. The
Fountain County native
was sworn into the
Indiana Bar on Oct. 9
and is now a new
attorney with Taylor,
Minnette, Schneider &
Clutter P.C. in
Covington.
 
“We are thrilled to
welcome Alexa to our
team,” stated Kent
Minnette, Partner at
Taylor, Minnette,
Schneider & Clutter P.C.
“Her knowledge, energy
and excitement for law
is obvious to anyone
who converses with her,
and she has already
done amazing work and
will serve her clients
well.”
 
Alexa began her career
as a law clerk for Taylor,
Minnette, Schneider &
Clutter while attending
law school during the
winter of 2023.

“I am thrilled to be a
part of such an
experienced team of
attorneys,” Campbell
said. “This firm
embodies all of the
characteristics I was
looking for in a
workplace environment
and I am happy to be
here. I look forward to
learning from my
colleagues and
positively impacting my
client’s lives.”
 
She earned her
Bachelor’s from Purdue
University in 2021 with a
major in Natural
Resources and
Environmental Science.
She attended law
school at Indiana
University Robert H.
McKinney School of Law
in Indianapolis. She
participated in the Rural
Justice Program twice,
doing summer
externships with both
the Warren County
Prosecutor’s office and
Warren Circuit Court.

She also participated in
a family law clinic for

two semesters,
volunteering as a GAL
and CASA in Marion
County. Campbell
earned her J.D. in the
spring of 2024 and was
admitted to practice in
Indiana after passing
the bar. She is a
member of both the
Indiana State Bar
Association and the
Fountain County Bar
Association.

She still lives in
Fountain County with
husband Tyler and their
two dogs, Arlo and
Ruby. She enjoys being
active and volunteers
with programs such as
4-H. Campbell spends
her spare time with her
family and friends,
going to the lake,
travelling and golfing.
She can be reached at
acampbell@
tmsclaw.com.
 
Taylor, Minnette,
Schneider & Clutter is
committed to providing
clients with sound legal
counsel and valued
legal services by helping
people, businesses, and
municipalities solve
problems in many legal
areas including estate
planning or
administration, family
law or guardianships,
criminal defense, injury
law, municipal law,
mediation and
arbitration, business
law, real estate, and
general litigation. The
attorneys and staff are
committed to strong
community involvement
and their motto is All
together, altogether
better.

Alexa Campbell

Photo courtesy Crawfordsville | Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce

The Crawfordsville | Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce was excited to host a ribbon cutting for
Sunshine in a Box. Sunshine In A Box is a food prep and catering business owned and operated by Ashleigh
Summers. Ashleigh offers catering for small and large events with an ever-revolving menu posted each
Thursday on her Facebook page with meals ready for pick up the following Tuesday and Wednesday. Off-
menu meal requests are welcomed. Customers without Facebook may call directly for the menu offerings
on Fridays. Ashleigh cooks for a wide range of clients including but not limited to factories, offices,
students, sports parents and elderly customers who are unable to get out. Sunshine In A Box will be
located at 220 Hamilton St. Ashleigh can be reached at (765) 376-6247. For additional information
regarding the chamber, visit the website at crawfordsvillechamber.com or email Stacy Sommer at
ssommer@crawfordsvillechamber.com.
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on our building began in
the early spring, before
my husband, Peter, and I
returned from Mexico.
When we arrived,
scaffolding had been set
up all around the building
and blue plastic had been
taped over our windows
to protect them from
flying debris. Our balcony
was unusable, and the
driveway was blocked off,
filled with piles of bricks.

And every morning at
8:00 exactly, they began
to jackhammer out the
bricks.

The project entailed
removing rows of bricks
from every side and every
story of the building
because water was
getting in. Some sort of
magic was performed
beneath them (I am not
an engineer, in case you
were wondering) and new
bricks were put in place.
The loudest and longest
part of this project was
the removal of the bricks,
but there was also
grinding down of edges
once the new ones were
in, and some pressure
washing and, throughout
it all and at every stage, a
tremendous amount of
noise.

The building leaked.
There wasn’t much we
could do.

I decided early on that I
could not vacate to a
coffee shop every time I
needed to write. I don’t
like wearing earplugs, and
I’m not sure they would
have done much good.
Instead, I wrote through
the noise. If I had to talk
to Peter, I would go to the
room he was in and stand
close to him, because
inter-room hollering was
no longer possible (which
might have been one
small ancillary benefit of
the façade repair).

They were all guys, and
they were all quite large.
Hammering out bricks
and replacing them with
more bricks while on a
narrow platform high in
the air is serious work.
These guys did it five
days a week from 8 in the
morning until 4 in the
afternoon, taking only a

The Postscript

The men
who have
been making
the terrible
noise are
still at it.

The
construction

former professor of
mathematics at Butler
University and creator
of what is considered by
many to be the greatest
crossword puzzle ever,
didn’t know either, so he
hedged his bet.

Jerry passed away in
2022, but he left behind
what Hoosier Will Shortz
called his favorite
crossword puzzle of all
time. This is quite a
compliment from a man
who edited and created
thousands of these
brain teasers.

The puzzle appeared in
the New York Times on
election day in
November of 1996, the
day of the Bob Dole and
Bill Clinton presidential
match-up.

Professor Farrell, an
accomplished puzzle
solver and creator, had
done more than a few
Sunday puzzles for The
Gray Lady (The New
York Times' nickname)
and dozens of other
publications. All Times’
puzzles are carefully
edited and scrutinized;
and certain rules, both
written and unwritten,
must be followed. 

That’s why Jerry’s entry
caused quite a stir. One
of the clues (39 across)
read: Lead story in
tomorrow’s newspaper.
It was a prediction of
who would win. The
uproar came from both
Democrats and
Republicans. It seemed
like intentional bias,
whoever they picked.

BOBDOLE or CLINTON.
Note that both answers
had seven letters. But
how could they both
work? That’s where
Jerry's genius was
evident, as former
colleague Professor
Lacey Echols told me,
“He was brilliant and
always festering with
ideas.”

The puzzle had two
correct ways of being
solved. "BobDole
elected" and "Clinton
elected.” All the down
clues were designed so
that two different
solutions would work.
Shortz called it an
"amazing feat, possibly
the most creative
crossword ever.”

Funny Bone

DICK
WOLFSIE

Who will win
the election
on November
5? I don’t
know. Nor do
you.
Jeremiah
Farrell, a

Answer:
Larry Lidester

Butch Dale’s 
Flashback Trivia

READER’S
CHOICE
2024

Don’t forget to vote
for your favorite

MONTGOMERY County
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BUTCH From Page A1

My family had an oak
crank-type wall phone
until 1958. We were
two-and-a-half rings on
an eight party line.
Now I can call anyone
in the world in seconds
on my $75 flip cell
phone, and no, I do not
want a smart-phone!
Dad bought our first TV
in 1952, and there were
two or three channels
to watch ... in black and
white, and often
"snowy" of course.
Now there are
hundreds of channels,
although I will admit
that I very seldom
watch TV at all today. I
like to read each
evening in the peace
and quiet, as I often did
as a youngster, while
sitting alone in the
front porch swing or up
in the haymow
watching the clouds
drift by.

The family cars of my
childhood were a 1947
Pontiac, followed by a
1955 Buick, and a 1963
Chevy station wagon,
none of which were
anything to brag about
and were not
dependable. Today my
wife drives a newer
4WD SUV, which is
highly reliable and can
get through those.
winter snow drifts on
our country gravel
road. But I am happy
driving my old

Mercury and my
"antique" Ford Ranger.
We live in the house
where my wife grew up
... a farmhouse built in
1890. No, it's not
fancy, but I like it that
way. I just would not
feel comfortable living
in a modern new house
... and the best thing ...
I own it, and it's paid
for! The house of my
childhood was owned
by our landlord

I am a product of the
1950s and early 1960s
... one of the many
Baby Boomers who
grew up and lived
happy lives in the
small towns and rural
areas of Indiana. I
don't need much in
the way of materials
things. I am happy with
the tried and true
basic necessities. And
at age 76, I doubt that I
will change. Every day
I am thankful for
everything I have,
especially the simple
things in life that many
younger people take
for granted. What
about you?

John “Butch” Dale is a
retired teacher and
County Sheriff. He has
also been the librarian
at Darlington the past
35 years, and is a well-
known artist and
author of local history.

Here are the clues:

39 Down: Black
Halloween animal (Could
be Cat or Bat)

40 Down: French word
(Lui or Oui)

41 Down: Provider of
support (IRA or Bra, and
that’s my favorite)

23 Down: Sewing shop
purchase (Yarn or Yard)

27 Down: Short writings
(Bits or Bios)

35 Down: Trumpet
(Boast or Blast)

42 Down: Much debated
political initials (NRA or
ERA)

Most people who did the
puzzle did not realize
there were alternative
answers that could spell
BOBDOLE_ELECTED or
CLINTON_ELECTED. As
noted, many complained
that this was an
inappropriate clue,
showing favoritism by
the puzzle creator and
The Times.

I created something
similar with DTRUMP
and HARRIS. Here’s what
I came up with.

Show of disapproval:
Hiss or Diss

Body part: Arm or Toe

Informer: Rat (I only
need one solution here)

A sports judge
(Abbreviation): Ref or
Ump

Type of group: Ilk or Mob 

A close relative (Slang):
Sis or Pop

How’d I do? Notice how
the alternative spelling
can give us both
candidates: HARRIS or
DTRUMP. Of course, I
would also have to
create the entire puzzle,
but I’m 77, so I’m not
sure I have the time.

So, who will win the
election? I don’t have a
clue.

I have six.

– Dick Wolfsie spent his
career sharing his
humor, stories and
video essays on
television, radio and in
newspapers. His
columns appear weekly
in The Paper of
Montgomery County. E-
mail Dick at Wolfsie@
aol.com.

half-hour off for lunch.

I always said “hello.”
They always apologized
for all the noise—as if
there was anything they
could do about it.
Sometimes I would thank
them for the wake-up
call. They always laughed
and thanked me for being
a good sport.

“We should get them
snacks to thank them for
their hard work,” Peter
said.

Peter believes every
hardworking person
deserves snacks. It is one
of the many things I love
about him. So I went to
the bakery, and I bought
a bunch of bars—
brownies and lemon bars
and Rice Krispies bars
and pumpkin—and Peter
and I delivered them one
day when they took their
short lunch break.

“I want a souvenir!” I told
the foreman.

“What kind of souvenir?”
he asked.

“I want a brick!”

“We’ve got bricks
everywhere!” He
laughed.

“Yes, but I want a signed
brick. I want your
autographs.”

“Why would you want
that?” he asked.

“I want it to remember
this summer of noise!”

They all laughed, and just
when we were getting
ready to return to Mexico
(which we usually think
of as the noisier of our
two homes), Peter said,
“There’s something for
you outside the door.”

And, of course, it was my
brick, with everyone’s
name written on it. I was
so pleased.

It reminds me of those
hardworking guys
outside my window,
hanging off the side of
the building day after
day. It reminds me that,
whatever hard work I
think I am doing, there
are much harder jobs out
there. Sitting at my
computer, putting up
with a little noise, it
reminds me that I have it
pretty good.

Till next time,
Carrie

Thank you for reading
The Paper

Making a Little Noise A Puzzling Column 



Most of the farmers here in Montgomery County are finished
harvesting their crops. But back in the day, corn was harvested by
hand ... one stalk at a time, as the farmer walked down the rows, with
his horse and wagon nearby, and he threw the shucked ears of corn
into the wagon. 
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Montgomery Medicine: Norovirus

however, can be
misleading. Unlike the
seasonal flu that affects
the respiratory system,
the stomach flu, also
known as viral
gastroenteritis, impacts
the digestive system.
It’s important to know
that the flu shot only
prevents respiratory
influenza and doesn’t
protect against viruses
that cause stomach
symptoms.

Norovirus, the leading
cause of viral
gastroenteritis in the
United States, is
responsible for about 21
million cases annually,
resulting in roughly
70,000 hospitalizations
and around 800 deaths
each year. Norovirus got
its name from a 1968
outbreak at a school in
Norwalk, Ohio, where it
was first identified. The
virus is remarkably
hardy, able to withstand
freezing temperatures,
heat up to 140°F, and
even resist low levels of
chlorine in drinking
water. This resilience
makes it difficult to
eliminate with standard
sanitation, and
noroviruses can even
survive steaming, which
is why they sometimes
persist in foods like
shellfish if not properly
prepared.

 Norovirus infection
often comes on
suddenly, with
symptoms that include
nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea, and stomach
pain or cramps.
Diarrhea tends to be
especially severe in
children, and the
resulting dehydration
can be dangerous,
particularly for the
young and elderly. It’s
crucial to watch for
dehydration signs such
as dry mouth, dizziness,
and reduced urination
in those affected.

Norovirus spreads
quickly and easily,
especially in crowded
places like schools,
daycares, nursing
homes, cruise ships, and
hospitals. When an
infected person vomits

JOHN R.
ROBERTS,
M.D.
Montgomery
Medicine

 Many
people have
been
experiencing
what’s
commonly
called the
“stomach
flu” recently.
This term,

or has diarrhea,
billions of virus
particles are released,
and swallowing even a
small number—as few
as 100 particles—can
cause infection. The
virus is transmitted by
direct contact with
vomit or stool from an
infected person, by
touching
contaminated surfaces
such as doorknobs,
toys, or utensils, and
by eating
contaminated food or
drinking contaminated
water. Shellfish, in
particular, are a
common source.
Additionally, infected
individuals who handle
or prepare food can
spread the virus to
others, leading to
outbreaks in places
like restaurants, school
cafeterias, and at
catered events.

Symptoms typically
start 24 to 48 hours
after exposure to the
virus. Although most
people are sick for
only one to two days,
norovirus can remain
in the body for much
longer. An infected
person can be
contagious from the
moment they start
feeling sick until at
least three days after
symptoms subside,
and in some cases,
they may remain
contagious for up to
two weeks after
recovery. For this
reason, children who
have been ill should
stay home from school
for at least three days
after symptoms
improve, and anyone
who prepares food
should avoid working
during this period as
well.

There is no specific
treatment for
norovirus, but
symptoms can be
managed. The primary
focus is to prevent
dehydration. Drinking
water is usually
sufficient, but if the
illness persists beyond
a day, an oral
rehydration solution
like Pedialyte® may be
helpful. A simple
homemade solution
can be made by mixing
two teaspoons of salt
and eight teaspoons of
sugar into a two-liter
bottle of water.
Drinking small sips 
frequently is
recommended over

gulping large amounts
at once. Fever can be
managed with
medications like
acetaminophen or
ibuprofen, but it’s
always best to consult
a healthcare provider,
especially when
treating children, the
elderly, or if
symptoms are severe.

 Preventing the
spread of norovirus
mainly involves
practicing good
hygiene. Regular
handwashing with
soap and warm water
for at least 20
seconds is essential,
especially after using
the restroom,
changing diapers, and
before preparing
food. If someone in
your home is infected,
surfaces should be
disinfected with a
bleach solution made
by mixing one part
bleach with nine parts
water; allow the
solution to sit for 10–
20 minutes before
wiping. Clothing or
linens soiled by vomit
or stool should be
washed in hot water
on the longest cycle
and then dried in a
dryer. Proper food
handling is also
important: wash fruits
and vegetables
thoroughly before
eating or cooking, and
ensure shellfish is
cooked completely.

 Most people recover
from norovirus on
their own. However,
it’s essential to seek
medical advice if you
notice signs of
dehydration, such as
dry mouth, dizziness,
or reduced urination,
or if the affected
person seems
unusually fatigued or
has severe abdominal
pain. Dehydration can
be serious, especially
in young children and
older adults. While
norovirus is
unpleasant,
understanding how it
spreads and taking
simple hygiene
precautions can help
reduce the chances of
catching or spreading
the virus.

– Dr. John Roberts is
a retired member of
the Franciscan
Physician Network
specializing in Family
Medicine.

THE PAPER
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need a little “me time”.
Whether you’re rolling
into the office, going to
collect offspring, or
connecting your music
library for a wicked
weekend two-lane
adventure, driving an
engaging automobile
can only make “you
time” better – especially
when your host is the
2024 Mazda MX-5 Miata.

Whether you call it “MX-
5” or “Miata”, and either
is fine, you know what it
is: A classically inspired
roadster with the
reliability and efficiency
of a Japanese compact.
But, this generation’s
more aggressive styling
gives off vibes that are
more MX-5 and less
Miata.

Classic long hood, short
deck proportions
remain, but this Miata

CASEY
WILLIAMS
Auto Reviews

Life is tough.
With busy
kids, stressful
work, and
little respite
for ourselves,
we
sometimes

Likes
Renowned
reliability
Delightful
handling
Snick-snick
shifter

Dislikes
Tight interior
Limited luggage
Decrepit
joywheel

2024 Mazda MX-5 Miata
Two-passenger, RWD
Roadster
Powertrain: 2.0-liter I4, 6-spd
Output: 181hp/151 lb.-ft.
Suspension f/r: Ind/Ind
Wheels f/r: 17”/17” alloy
Brakes f/r: disc/disc
Fuel economy city/hwy: 26/34-
MPG
Assembly: Hiroshima, Japan
Base/as-tested price:
$28,985/$36,200

READER’S CHOICE 2024

Don’t forget to vote for your favorite Montgomery County Businesses!

Thank you for reading 
The Paper

2024 Mazda MX-5 Miata Is the Pumpkin Spiced Cure for Some Driving “Me Time”

looks to be harboring
some anger issues
behind its squinty
adaptive LED
headlamps. The hood’s a
little swoopier, fenders
wrap more sensuously
around 17” wheels, and
the voluptuous rear
ports inset round
taillamps. It’s still
friendly, beautiful, sexy,
but also a little bit
mischievous. I specially
enjoy it in Aero Gray
paint.

Once you fold yourself
inside, our Grand
Touring edition makes
you feel special. Tan
Nappa leather seats with
cross-stitching, French-
stitched dashboard, and
body color door tops
that simulate
sheetmetal are pretty
fancy – as are automatic
climate control, Bose
audio with headrest
speakers, and heated
seats. Safety tech
includes blind spot, lane
departure warning, and
rear cross traffic alert
systems.

There’s nothing better

than looking beyond the
classic analog gauges,
out over the flared
fenders, with hands
grasping the perfectly-
sized leather-wrapped
steering wheel. Mazda’s
decrepit joywheel
infotainment controller
remains, but you can
also touch the dash-top
screen for commands.
Unlike many modern
sports cars you wear like
a scarf, the Miata’s low
beltline still welcomes a
relaxed arm. Given the
tiny trunk, though, I’d
pack a couple of duffels
and little more. 

Going for a drive brings
my favorite part of the
Miata: Its manually
folding top. You don’t
even have to get out of
the driver’s seat to
deploy it – any stop light
will do. Flip the one
header latch, toss it over
your head, and hear it
click. The top forms its
own flush tonneau. Easy
peasey.

You can get the Miata
with an automatic
transmission, but I’d

lose a lot of respect for
you if that’s what you
chose because the six-
speed manual is one of
the most enjoyable
click-click snick-snicks in
the business. A light
clutch is engaging during
on backroad stress relief
runs, but won’t wear you
out in traffic.

So, put down the
pumpkin spice café,
click the stick, and rev
out your aggression.
Miata won’t mind.

The 2.0-liter DOHC four-
cylinder engine whizzes
out 181 horsepower and
151 lb.-ft. of torque. It
has plenty of power for
a lightweight sports car,
but you’ll have to work
to get it to the rear
wheels. Fuel economy is
rated a frugal 26/34-
MPG city/highway, so
feel free to grab another
latte and take another
lap.

That’s when you’ll
understand what’s been
the fuss over Miatas for
the past 35 years. They
aren’t Corvettes; ripping

racetracks isn’t the
point. They’re about
feeling the car around
you, the tight steering,
delightful gauges, and
feeling at one with an
automobile. And, if
that’s what you need to
relive a little stress, then
you deserve it.

You know what makes
this dream even better?
The Miata is no more
expensive than a sporty
Japanese compact like
the Subaru Impreza or

Honda Civic. Base
models start at just
$28,985, coming to
$36,200 for our
luxurious GT.
Competitors include the
Subaru BRZ, Toyota
GR86, and BMW Z4.

Storm Forward!

Send comments to
Casey at
AutoCasey@aol.com;
follow him on YouTube
@AutoCasey.

mailto:AutoCasey@aol.com


Voting is under way in The Paper’s ever-popular Readers’ Choice promotion! This year, in order to open the
ballot boxes to even more people, we are including the ballot in our Print AND Online Editions. And, in the
spirit of votes coming out of suitcases after midnight, rigged elections and false claims, we are going back to
the future with paper ballots only! No, we’re not requiring voter registration or ID – heck, we still encourage
everyone to vote early and vote often – but we are setting up the ballot so you can use pencil, pen, magic
marker, blood from a turnip . . . whatever you like. Simply mark the box next to the person, place or thing you
are voting for and send (or drop off) the ballot to The Paper of Montgomery County, 127 E. Main. St.,
Crawfordsville, IN 47933 – or email it to ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com. We’ll tabulate everything and
announce our winners  at the end of the promotion! And be sure to watch for RC ’24 ads in The Paper!
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Witham November Schedule
Witham Health Services
has offices in
Crawfordsville,
Frankfort, Jamestown,
Lebanon, Thorntown,
Whitestown at Anson
and Zionsville. The
health-care provider
has a number of
ongoing programs as
well as specific events
in November.

Diabetes Self-
Management Class –
Call the Diabetes
Education
Department at (765)
485-8120 for
individualized class,
scheduling and
pricing.
Restorative Yoga – is
held weekly on
Mondays at 6 p.m.
at the Witham
Health Services
South Pavilion
Wellness Center.
Please call the
Wellness
Department at (765)
485-8126 for more
information on
scheduling and
pricing.
Rock Steady Boxing
1 & 2 - held weekly
at 9 a.m. on
Mondays and
Wednesdays at the
Witham Health
Services South
Pavilion Wellness
Center. Please call
the Wellness
Department at (765)
485-8126 for more
information on
scheduling and
pricing.
Rock Steady Boxing
3 & 4 - held weekly
at 10 a.m. on
Mondays and
Wednesdays at the
Witham Health
Services South
Pavilion Wellness
Center. Please call
the Wellness
Department at (765)
485-8126 for more
information on
scheduling and
pricing.
SilverSneakers –
held weekly at 11:15
a.m. on Mondays for
those 65 or older at
the Witham Health
Services  South
Pavilion 

        Wellness Center. 
        Please call the 
        Wellness 
        Department at (765) 
        485-8126 for more 
        information on 
        scheduling and 
        pricing.

SilverSneakers Cardio
- held weekly at 11:15
a.m. on Wednesdays
for those 65 or older
at the Witham Health
Services South
Pavilion Wellness
Center. Please call
the Wellness
Department at (765)
485-8126 for more
information on
scheduling and
pricing.
SilverSneakers Chair
Yoga - held weekly at
11:15 a.m. on
Thursdays for those
65 or older at the
Witham Health
Services South
Pavilion Wellness
Center. Please call
the Wellness
Department at (765)
485-8126 for more
information on
scheduling and
pricing.
BeMoved Dance will
be offered on
Tuesdays at 6 pm at
the Witham Health
Services South
Pavilion Wellness
Center
Tai Chi for Health –
Will be held weekly on
Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 9 a.m. at
the Witham Health
Services South
Pavilion Wellness
Center. Please call
the Wellness
Department at (765)
485-8126 for more
information. Cost is
$5 per Class.
Indoor Cycling – This
FREE indoor cycling
and stretching
program is designed
to reduce the risk of
any chronic disease
you may be facing or
help manage your
weight. Held weekly,
on Tuesdays and
Thursday’s at 10 a.m.
at the Witham Health
Services South
Pavilion Wellness
Center.

Flow Yoga – held
weekly on
Wednesdays at
12:30 p.m. at the
Witham Health
Services South
Pavilion
Wellness Center.
Please call the
Wellness
Department at
(765) 485-8126
for more
information on
scheduling and
pricing.
Pilates Class –
held Thursdays
at 1 p.m. at the
Witham Health
Services South
Pavilion
Wellness Center.
Please call the
Wellness
Department at
(765) 485-8126
for more
information on
scheduling and
cost is $10 per
class.
Breastfeeding
Support Group –
is held weekly
on Mondays at
10 a.m. in the
VIP Dining
Room.
Individualized
Breastfeeding
Support is
available with a
Lactation
Consultant. To
schedule an
appointment
and for pricing,
call (765) 485-
8411.
Alzheimer’s
Support Group –
Tuesday, Nov.
19 at 6 p.m. in
the VIP Dining
Room.
Cancer Support
Cooking for
Wellness –
Tuesday, Nov.
19 at 1 p.m. at
the Boone
County Cancer
Society.
Cancer Support
Group –
Monday, Nov. 25
at 6 p.m. at
Boone Co.
Cancer Society,
1208 N. Lebanon
St., Lebanon
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