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 Elderly people who exercise regularly are less
likely to suffer falls and fractures.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John
Roberts. Be sure to catch his column each week in

The Paper and online at www.thepaper24-7. com

THREE THINGS
You Should Know
With the Super Bowl and Valentine’s Day just around the corner,
our friends at sports platform Wetten.com asked 2,000 single
NFL fans: would they rather see their favorite team win the Super
Bowl or find true love? Nationally, 48 percent of single NFL fans
would choose a Super Bowl victory over love. Women are more
likely to choose football — 51 percent to 46 percent. Single
Detroit Lions fans scored the highest: a staggering 74 percent
would choose a Super Bowl win over finding their soulmate. Here
in Indiana? Forty-four percent of Colts fans chose the Super
Bowl. Of course with the team we’ve had the last few years, true
romantics are probably pretty safe. Curious how your state or
team stacks up? Check out the full breakdown at
https://wetten.com/us/touchdown-or-gown 

Buck Creek Players is pleased to continue its 51st season with The
Savannah Sippin’ Society and six live in-person performances at
the playhouse starting Friday, Feb. 7 and running through Sunday,
February 16. Tickets are $18 for adults, and $16 for seniors and
students. Tickets may be purchased at
www.buckcreekplayers.com.
 
Indiana Attorney General Todd Rokita recently filed a lawsuit in
South Bend in what his office said is immediate action to ensure
that state and federal immigration laws are followed. The suit
names the head of the St. Joseph County Police Department and
Sheriff William Redman. Rokita said that law enforcement officials
in Indiana must be compliant and help end what he called the
illegal alien crisis taking over Hoosier communities.
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Adeline is a 6 year old female
red/white American Blue Heeler
available for adoption from AWL
since 11/8/24. Adeline loves going
out for walks, frolicking in a fenced
yard, and will gladly sit for treats.
Adeline is looking for her best friend.
Could that be you?

BUTCH
DALE
Columnist

Let's go back in
time once
again...You hop
in the car to
head out to the
drive-in theater
for family
night...but the
gas gauge

MONTGOMERY 
MINUTE
Interested individuals are invited to attend a
Feb. 5 informational meeting to learn more
about the Strawberry Festival Queen and Junior
Royalty Program. It will begin at 6 p.m. in the
Donnelly Room at the Crawfordsville Public
Library. The Junior Royalty Program is open to
boys and girls ages 6-10 as of May 1 and is $25
to enter. The Strawberry Festival Queen
program is open to high school girls with a $45
entry fee. All contestants must reside or attend
school full time in Montgomery County. If you
are interested in learning more about the
Strawberry Festival Queen or Junior Royalty
Program, please email sfestqueen@gmail.com
for more details.

shows you're low, so you
pull into the local station to
buy a few gallons. Since gas
is only 26 cents a gallon, you
have plenty of dough left for
popcorn, candy and drinks
during the movie.

As you pull in and drive over
a rubber hose, a little bell
dings inside the station to
let the attendant, who is
likely the owner, know you
are there...and here he
comes, wearing his shirt with
the oil company logo patch,
and with a big smile on his
face.

"How can I help you today?"

"Hi, how ya doin' Fred?
We're headed to the drive-
in...just need a couple
gallons of regular, and could
you check the passenger
side rear tire? I think it might
need a little air."

"Sure thing, Bob...happy to
oblige. How's everything in
your neck of the woods?"

Well folks, back in the good
old days gas service stations
were like that. They were
"full service" stations. Not
only did they put gas in your
tank, they also checked your
fluids...oil, transmission,
battery, washer and
radiator...but also cleaned
your windshield, checked
the hoses, belts and wiper
blades, and aired up any
tires that were low...all of
this at no charge. Some
stations even handed out
S&H green stamps, which
you could save to exchange
for free items later. Most
stations also gave out free
road maps and matches,
and a few even provided
logo embossed ashtrays,
drinking glasses or cups, and
toys!

The League of Women
Voters, open to men as
well as women, is a
nonpartisan, multi-issue
political organization that
encourages informed and
active participation in
government. For
information about the
Montgomery County LWV,
visit: www.lwvmontcoin.
org or message to LWV, PO
Box 101, Crawfordsville,
Indiana 47933.

In last week’s
column, the
League of Women
Voters of
Montgomery
County
overviewed the
new “Future New
Indiana Diploma”
requirements and

how the new requirements ask
kids and their parents to pick
tracks – academic, workforce
or military. The three roads
diverging in the first year of
high school may fence
students in while they are too
young, making it so their
education may underserve
them for the coming decades
of their lives.

The impact of these options
means everything to Chip
Timmons, dean of enrollment
at Wabash College. His oldest
child is a student at Wabash,
and his youngest plans to join
the workforce straight out of
high school.

“When I look at them and
consider how these curricular
changes would have helped
them, I see different benefits.
My older son would have
gained some hands-on skills
and done things that were
non-academic related. This
would probably have helped
him have an easier adjustment
to being out on his own and
developing life skills. While
there's still a chance he could
acquire these skills in other
ways, it would have been good
if he had learned how to write
a check, assemble an engine or
understand how things work.”

See LWV Page A6

This brilliant idea came from a
regular reader. At your funeral, do
two things. First, have someone take
the floral arrangement off the coffin
and throw it in the crowd to see who
is next. And second, give your cell
phone to someone and ask them to
text everyone after the service and
thank them for coming.

Psalm 34:18 The LORD is nigh unto
them that are of a broken heart;

and saveth such as be of a
contrite spirit.

“We are not afraid to entrust the American
people with unpleasant facts, foreign
ideas, alien philosophies and competitive
values. For a nation that is afraid to let its
people judge the truth and falsehood in an
open market is a nation that is afraid of its
people.”
John F. Kennedy

What’d the dinner plate say to the
fork?
Dinner’s on me!

Butch Remembers the "Full Service" Station

Photo courtesy Butch Dale

A sign of the times . . . past.

The transactions were cash,
with regular customers
sometimes shouting out,
"Just put it on my tab, and I'll
be in next week to settle up."

In the small towns here in
the county, there were often
three or more of these full
service stations. When the
owners weren't pumping gas,
they repaired vehicles, did
maintenance work and fixed
flat tires. They sold batteries,
tires, and other automotive
items. My hometown of
Darlington, with 900
residents, had four of these
stations when I was a
youngster in the
1950s...Branstetter Phillips
66, Cox's Standard Oil,
Endicott's Cities Service and
Conrad and Gilliatt's Shell
Oil. Inside most of these was
a candy counter, bottled soft
drink machine, a cigarette
machine and a peanut
dispenser, along with a few
other "necessities." And of
course there was a bench
outside or an old sofa and
chairs inside where
customers could sit...to hear
the latest news and gossip,
discuss the basketball teams,
talk about farming and tell
the newest jokes. Most lady
drivers stayed in their cars,
but men would often come
inside and spend time with
the owner and other locals. A
few loafed there for hours at
a time, sometimes watching
the owner work on cars.

Seats Still
Available for
Breakfast
There are still seats available
for the State Legislative
Breakfast put on by the
Crawfordsville / Montgomery
County Chamber of
Commerce at 9 a.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 8.
 
These popular and informative
sessions feature a panel
consisting of Republican State
Sens. Brian Buchanan (District
7) and Spencer Deery (District
23) along with Republican
State Reps., Jeff Thompson
(District 28), Matt Commons
(District 13), Mark Genda
(District 41) and Beau Baird
(District 44).

The State Legislative Breakfast
is sponsored by Resurrection
Automotive and will include a
light breakfast. The event is
open to the public. The cost to
attend the event is $10 for
Crawfordsville / Montgomery
County Chamber of
Commerce members and $15
for non-members.

See SEATS Page A5

What Life Are We
Educating For?

Several teenage boys like
to "hang out" at the
stations, and a few lucky
ones were hired to work
there part-time. Little kids
were also welcome. The
owner aired up their bike
tires, oiled the chain,
tightened the
handlebar...while kidding
the tykes and offering up
some sage advice. "Hey,
now you shouldn't be
looking at that Marilyn
Monroe calendar in the
back room...you're still wet
behind the ears!"

When you need gas today,
you pull into the nearest
station, insert your debit
card into the slot, fill up
and leave. If your
windshield is dirty, there
might be a sponge on a
mop handle and a
squeegee next to the
pump. I will admit that
there are lots of items for
purchase inside these
"mini-mart convenience"
gas stations, but it's highly
unlikely you know anyone
who works there. Many
small towns don't even
have a gas station
anymore.

The old-time full service
stations began to
disappear in the 1970s.
There are only a handful
left, and none around here
that I am aware of. It was
very handy to have an
attendant take care of your
vehicle, but the best thing
about the old stations was
the personal service with
people you knew and
trusted. They not only
wanted your business, they
were also glad to see you
and chat awhile. It was a
different era. We will likely
never see a time like that
again...and that's a shame.

John “Butch” Dale is a
retired teacher and County
Sheriff. He has also been
the librarian at Darlington
the past 36 years, and is a
well-known artist and
author of local history.

Butch Dale’s
Flashback Trivia

Do You
Recognize
this 1959
Ladoga
Graduate?

HINT: 
She was a
class officer
all four

years, participated in many
clubs, won many awards and was
voted FFA chapter sweetheart.

Answer on Page A6

mailto:sfestqueen@gmail.com
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Public Notices Deadline: 
11:00 a.m.  2 Business Days Prior to Publication:  legals@thepaper24-7.com 

Private Party Notices Submitted After Deadline May Be Subject To $25.00 Fee In Addition To The Cost Of The Advertisement
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Thank you for reading The Paper!
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There were no cars around here in Montgomery County in 1900, and
folks depended on their horse and buggy to travel about. But what if
old Dobbin is lame? No problem, just hitch up old Bossy the cow!

Back in the Day with Butch DaleSEATS From Page A1

Although tickets are
available, space is limited
so please register as soon
as possible to attend
online at
Crawfordsvillechamber.
com. For more
information regarding the
breakfast or the chamber,
please contact Stacy
Sommer at ssommer@
crawfordsvillechamber.
com.
 
The breakfast takes place
on the 3rd floor of Fusion
54 located at 101 W. Main
St. in beautiful downtown
Crawfordsville.

Photo courtesy Crawfordsville / Montgomery County
Chamber of Commerce

Want to have a voice in your state
government? There are few better ways than
sitting down face to face with state senators
and state representatives.
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Class of 1983. He had previously worked at
various local factories, including Isuzu of
Lafayette, Maplehurst Industries, Penguin
Random House and Heritage Products. Most
recently, Tom worked for Crowe Farms. Tom also
worked seasonally with the Indy 500 Safety Patrol
Yellow Shirts, for over 20 years, retiring in 2024.
He was a proud member of the Sons of American
Legion. Tom was a devoted Catholic and member
of St. Bernard’s Church. He was previously a Scout
Master when his son, Tommy, was active with the
Boy Scouts.

He was the biggest 1966 Batman Series fan and
collector, and he loved watching drag racing,
especially, Don “The Snake” Prudhomme. Tom
also enjoyed camping with friends and family. A
man of many interests, he also enjoyed learning
about space and NASA and was a devoted Miami
Dolpins fan. Tom was a loving father and
grandfather, a special father figure to Olivia Cartio
and cared greatly for his 2 cats, Tootie and Little
Crow. 

Tom is survived by his 3 children, Holly Talisha
(James Diamond) Griest, Thomas Paul Griest and
Elijah White; 6 grandchildren, Noah James, Sophia
Renee, Jackson Ray, Benjamin Craig, Thomas Allen
(mother, Tasha Johnson) and Nathanael Paul
(mother, Krystealya Spano); and 3 siblings,
Roxanne Thomas, Kandy Hicks and Mark (Kelly)
Griest. 

He was preceded in death by his parents;
stepfather, Freddie Leon; and siblings, Timothy
Griest and Sara Allee.

Visitation will be held on Wednesday, January 29,
2025 from 4-7pm at Sanders Funeral Care, 315 S
Washington Street in Crawfordsville. A funeral
mass will be held on Thursday, January 30, 2025
at 11:00 am at St. Bernard Catholic Church, 1306
E Main Street in Crawfordsville. Cremation will
follow the service with a private family burial at
Calvary Cemetery at a later date. Share memories
and condolences at www.SandersFuneralCare.
com. 

Thomas H. Griest
March 28, 1964 - January 22, 2025

Thomas H. Griest, age
60 of Darlington, went
home to be with his
Lord and Savior on
Wednesday, January
22, 2025 at home. He
was born on March 28,
1964 to Paul and
Sharon (Griffin) Griest
in Crawfordsville.

Tom was a graduate 
of North Montgomery,

LWV From Page A1

His older son, a highly
motivated college junior
at Wabash, has always
been academically
focused, with a strong
executive function and a
clear trajectory toward
graduate school and
teaching.

“For my younger son, I
believe he will join the
workforce and find
success early. I'm
confident of that. But I
wonder, why can't he be
well-read while doing
that? We live in
Crawfordsville, where the
Hispanic and non-native
English-speaking
population is growing. He
would probably benefit
from intensive language
study beyond the
absolute minimum
required to check off that
box,” said Timmons.

Timmons' statements
reveal his belief that
education should aim to
develop students
holistically — not just for
immediate career paths
but to prepare them for
all aspects of life,
including parenting, civic
engagement and career
paths. He values a
curriculum that fosters
well-rounded individuals
capable of long-term
personal and
professional success.

As for the impact on
college-bound Hoosiers,
he said, “The challenge
Wabash is going to have
is that there will be fewer
people graduating from
high schools in Indiana.
There will be fewer men
graduating with eyes on
higher education and the
type of student we want
to enroll here.”

Presently only 53 percent
of Hoosier high schoolers
pursue training or
education after high
school, according to the
Indiana Capital
Chronicle. While Indiana
is graduating more
students from high
school, the number of
graduates seeking post-
high school education in
2022 was down 6 percent
in 2019 and down 12
percent from 2015.

Economics professor
Kevin Mumford, also the
director of Purdue
University Research
Center in Economics, has
told Indiana lawmakers
that Indiana’s economic
health is linked to the
number of college
graduates, especially
since such graduates
earn 60 percent more
than high school diploma
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Answer: Marilyn Kay Daly

Butch Dale’s Flashback Trivia

holders. Some of that
message must have
landed. This session, Terre
Haute’s Greg Goode (R)
proposed legislation (SB
448), which would put a
quota on public
universities for their
incoming first-year class
students. Presently SB 448
would require 50 percent
of freshmen be from
Indiana. (For context: WFYI
reports that “As of fall
2024, 55 percent of IU
Bloomington’s first-year
class was from Indiana,
while 41 percent of
Purdue’s first-year class
were Indiana residents.”)

“Kendra Leatherman,
Purdue University’s
director of government
relations, said Purdue
actually admits a higher
percentage of Indiana
residents who apply
versus the percentage it
admits of out-of-state
residents who apply,”
reported WFYI. “But, she
stressed, the university
can’t fully control whether
more in-state students
enroll.”

Not only are fewer Hoosier
students pursuing any sort
of vocational or academic
training after high school,
but many Hoosier
students aren’t prepared
for the rigor of schools like
Purdue. To succeed, they
need Algebra I, II,
Trigonometry and Pre-
Calc, along with advanced
science, college prep
courses in a number of
subjects and eight
semesters of literature
and English. (Purdue has
reduced its foreign
language requirements for
graduation.)

Indiana is a “sleeping
giant” in higher education,
as Wabash College
President Scott Feller told
local legislators at MoCo’s
December legislative
breakfast. This is
particularly true when it
comes to college
partnerships. The state
offers a generous grant
program that makes
college more affordable
for Indiana residents, a
model that is the envy of
states across the country,
Feller reminded our local
representatives. The 21st
Century Scholars program,
in particular, is
extraordinarily generous
and helps countless
students achieve their
educational goals.

Indiana boasts two
research public
institutions — Indiana
University and Purdue
University — as well as a
prestigious private

research institution,
Notre Dame. Beyond
these, the state is home
to nationally recognized
liberal arts colleges like
DePauw, Rose-Hulman,
Wabash and Butler, each
with unique strengths in
fields such as STEM and
the arts. Butler, for
example, stands out
with its renowned
Jordan College of the
Arts. These seven
institutions alone have
national profiles and
distinctive offerings, but
Indiana’s higher
education landscape
extends even further.
The state is home to 26
other private colleges
and Ivy Tech Community
College, a far-reaching
institution that provides
critical workforce
training and educational
access across the state.

President Feller urged
legislators to maintain
the excellence in this
system, which
incentivizes low-income
students to access
college.

If Indiana backs away
from diplomas that
encourage post-high
school training, even
manufacturing
companies will opt to
build in other states.
Manufacturing
organizations value
employees with the
capacity to learn and
run high-level
automation and
robotics. Without
graduates who are
willing to do post-high
school training, the state
will suffer trying to lure
competitive
manufacturing.

There’s a tension
between economic
development and
human development. A
degree should (and
does) economically (and
physically) improve the
lives of those who invest
the time and money. It
doesn’t have to break
the bank, thanks to
Indiana’s excellent
options. But one of the
reasons a four-year (or
higher) degree leads to 

higher salaries is that
post-high school
degrees help graduates
develop the ability to
think across functions
and boundaries. Not
only should college
students have acquired
the soft skills of
attention, focus,
collaboration,
communication,
professional presence,
time management and
self-regulation, they
should have digested
ideas across subjects
and learned to make
creative, unique
connections. They
should be able to solve
unexpected problems –
not just professional
problems, but
interpersonal,
intercultural and civic
issues. As Timmons
noted, “That's why
colleges like ours try to
bring in students from
all over the country and
all over the world,
because there are
benefits of having this,
like cultural friction with
different ideas that are
shared in the classroom
and living units.”
The world has changed
around us. Technology
and ideas have
specialized. It’s not a
simple widget world
anymore. High school
training is no longer the
gold standard for
earning enough to live
comfortably. Not
everyone will earn a
bachelor’s degree or
higher, but almost all
should go through an
education system that
prepares individuals for
a lifetime of learning,
adaptability and growth.
Educators know this.
Now, how to bring
leaders and the public
together on this?
 
The League of Women
Voters is a nonpartisan,
multi-issue political
organization which
encourages informed and
active participation in
government. For
information about the
League, visit the website
www.lwvmontcoin.org; or,
visit the League of Women
Voters of Montgomery
County, Indiana Facebook
page.
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