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Carrying weights when you walk does not offer
much calorie-burning benefit and may result in

joint injuries – try walking up hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John
Roberts. Be sure to catch his column each week in

The Paper and online at www.thepaper24-7. com

THREE THINGS
You Should Know

Our Indianapolis Colts were ranked as the third-worst-behaved team in the
NFL, according to our friends at SlotsUp, a platform that helps users make
informed betting decisions. They looked at each team’s total number of
violations committed and their total fine sum, the study calculated an average
fine total, which was then used to determine the final ranking.  Baltimore
ranked first and Cincinnati second. For the Colts, they had an average fine
total of $14,692 last season. The team committed eight violations, resulting in
a fine total of $117,534. ‘Unnecessary roughness’ is the Indianapolis Colts’
most recurring offense category, accounting for six of the team’s violations.
E.J. Speed is identified as the team’s worst-behaved player, racking up two
violations. 
 
A new study from our friends at Simplify LLC has ranked Indiana as the
30th-best state for entrepreneurs in 2025, marking a fall of 20 spots
compared to last year’s rankings.   Simplify LLC released its annual study
on the Best & Worst States for Entrepreneurs in 2025 using the most
recent data from the Census Bureau, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Tax
Foundation and the U.S. Senate.  The rankings were determined by
analyzing six key categories in all 50 states and D.C.: corporate tax rate,
inflation, consumer spending growth, job creation rate, and net
migration of educated workers. 
 
Applications are now being accepted for 2025-26 educational
scholarships from Indiana Donor Network Foundation. Indiana Donor
Network is the federally designated organ recovery organization that
coordinates organ, tissue and cornea donation in Indiana and
transplantation throughout the U.S. Applications for 2025-26
scholarships must be received online by midnight March 17. Interested
candidates can apply at https://www.indianadonornetwork.org/
scholarships. Eligible recipients will be chosen and notified in May. In the
past five years, Indiana Donor Network Foundation has awarded
$114,000 in scholarships.
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Mabel is a 1 year old female
grey/white domestic shorthair
cat available for adoption from
AWL since 12/11/24. Mabel is a
vocal gal that loves attention
and will gladly keep your lap nice
and warm all winter long! Mabel
is ready to find her furrrever
home! AWL is open Monday -
Friday from 12:15p-5p and
Saturday's from 9:30a-3p. Come
say hi, snuggle cats, walk dogs,
or lend a helping hand!

MONTGOMERY 
MINUTE
The Purdue Extension "Steps to a
Healthy You" program is here to guide
you through a five-session journey that
makes healthy living both achievable
and enjoyable. Classes are every
Wednesday Feb 19th through March 19th
from 5 to 7 p.m. This engaging series
focuses on the 7 simple steps to eating
the Mediterranean way, a practical
approach to adopting the Mediterranean
eating pattern—hailed as one of the
healthiest diets in the world. For more
information or to sign up, visit
Montgomery County Purdue
Extension,https://cvent.me/PBax0e or
call Monica at (765) 364-6363 

The League of Women
Voters, open to men as
well as women, is a
nonpartisan, multi-issue
political organization that
encourages informed and
active participation in
government. For
information about the
Montgomery County LWV,
visit: www.lwvmontcoin.
org or message to LWV, PO
Box 101, Crawfordsville,
Indiana 47933.

In 1929, someone
opened a drawer
in Purdue’s
biology
department and
realized a corn-
pone-sized rock,
glassy-black-like
with thin visible
flow lines and a

glint of gold on one side was
not an ordinary Earth rock.
They packed it up and sent it
to Chicago’s Field Museum for
identification.

Officials at the museum
confirmed it to be a meteorite.
Its minerals didn’t match
Indiana’s and its exterior
showed signs that it survived
the extreme heat of coming
through Earth’s atmosphere at
high speeds. In the 1980s,
gases within it – and other
rare meteorite materials –
were matched to samples
brought back from NASA’s
Viking expeditions to Mars.

It returned in 2019 for
Purdue’s Homecoming, but its
journey has layers of mystery.

“1.3 billion years ago, it flowed
as a lava flow on the surface
of Mars,” according to Purdue
professor Anthony Freed.
“700 million years ago, it was
immersed in salt water,
because we can tell by the
way the minerals are altered,
and there's actually still salt in
it. 10 million years ago, an
asteroid hit the surface of
Mars and actually knocked it
off of the surface into orbit
around the Sun. And 2,900
years ago, it intercepted
Earth's orbit and fell through
our atmosphere.”

Then it ended up in a drawer
at Purdue. It didn’t walk its
way into the drawer. And as
fascinating as the clues about
Mars locked inside are to
science, so also are clues
about how it may have ended
up at the university; clues that
reveal more through Indiana’s
agricultural and black history.

Thanks to pig vomit and
scientific sleuthing by a
curious researcher at the
University of Glasgow, some
connections credibly link the
Lafayette Meteorite to one of
four black students at Purdue
early in the 20th century.

The rock's history began with
an intriguing legend: a black
student at Purdue University
supposedly witnessed the
meteorite's fiery descent,
retrieving it from a muddy
pond where it landed. But
with no records to confirm
this tale, the truth seemed
lost to time.

Enter Dr. Áine O'Brien, an
environmental and planetary
organic geochemist at the
University of Glasgow.
According to the BBC, in

See LWV Page A4

Got your Valentine’s Day gift for
the better half yet? Better get
moving. Nothing says “Hey, I
don’t care” like a last-second
rush to the store.

Matthew 6:9-13 Our Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed

be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in

earth, as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For

thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever.

Amen. (The Lord’s Prayer)

"I swear I couldn't love you more
than I do right now; yet I know I will
tomorrow."
Leo Christopher

How do Baby Boomers celebrate
Valentine’s Day?
With less of a whirlwind romance and
more of a whirlpool one!

BUTCH
DALE
Columnist

How would you
judge the
reading skills
of grade
school
children today
compared to
the past? And
what about

character and morals?
Well, I can attest that many
of today's kids have fewer
reading skills, primarily
because they don't read as
much. Why not? Video
games, TV, phones,
computers, etc. Now as far
as character and morals,
the majority of children are
doing just fine. But then
there are those who leave a
lot to be desired and are
destined for trouble when
they're older.

The McGuffey Eclectic
readers were textbooks
widely used in grades one
through six from the 1830s
to the 1920s. The first two See BUTCH Page A3

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

Continued
Scattershooting
while 
wondering
whatever
happened to
Eddie Adams . . 

* * *
HATERS GOT to hate, and
boy did last week’s
comments about DEI / MEI
bring them out of the
woodwork!

To recap, I offered a tip of
the seed corn cap (as my
pal Honest Hoosier might
say) to new Indiana Gov.
Mike Braun for replacing
the Diversity-Equity-
Inclusion push with MEI –
Merit-Excellence-
Innovation.

The big pushback was that
Braun opened the
floodgates to
discrimination and that his
new MEI initiative set back
the Hoosier State by

decades.

One of the points I made –
and most of the haters
seemed to miss – is that we
already have laws, policies
and procedures in place
that make discriminating
against anyone for reasons
of race, sex, religion illegal.

The other big point they
missed is that you can’t
legislate stupid. And that
seems to be a huge
roadblock for so many
things the left says. They
want the world to be
perfect – and good for
them – but it’s never going
to be. That’s not
pessimistic, just realistic.
So we do the best we can
with what we have and we
keep moving forward.

Haters and others who
simply want to stomp their
feet and scream like 2-
year-olds throwing a
tantrum aren’t

contributing. Not my
place to tell them how to
live, but if they really want
to effect change, maybe a
civil conversation
wouldn’t hurt?

* * *
SADLY, IT’S time for the
annual fight over daylight
savings time. I just don’t
get how this is such a big
deal – and especially how
the economic
development folks wring
their hands over this stuff.

C’mon, we live in a pretty
complex world today. The
Internet has connected us
across time zones, oceans
and continents. Do people
believe we really can’t
figure out a 60-minute
difference?

* * *
ALSO ON the sad note
category, our friends at

readers taught students the
letters of the alphabet,
phonics and sentence
structure. The third grade
reader taught the definition
of words through vivid
stories and lessons that
children would remember,
and were written at what is
considered today the 5th
and 6th grade levels. In

those days the goal of
public schools was not just
academics, but also the
teaching of morals,
American values and
Christian religious beliefs.
The following is an example
of a lesson from a
McGuffey third grade
reader. The lesson is
entitled, "When to Say
No."....

"Though 'No' is a very little
word, it is not always easy
to say it; and in the not
doing so, often causes
trouble. When we are asked
to stay away from school,
and spend in idleness or
mischief the time which
ought to be spent in study,
we should at once say 'No.'
When some schoolmate
wishes us to whisper or
play in the schoolroom, we
should say 'No.'"

Butch Says Bring Back McGuffey!

Revisiting Hate, DEI and Other Rip-Roaring (wink-wink) Topics

See TIM Page A3

Lafayette
Meteorite:
A Piece of
Black History
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Do You
Recognize These

Two Gals?

HINT: 
They graduated

from New Market
High School in

1965.

Answer on 
Page A3

Butch Dale’s
Flashback

Trivia
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FOR THE RECORD
For The Record is a public service and regular
feature in The Paper of Montgomery County. It
is designed to tell you what is scheduled to
happen and what actually does happen in
meetings paid for with your tax dollars. The
Paper encourages all citizens to take an active
role in being involved in local government.
 
NOTICE OF MEETING
The Union Township Board will meet on Monday
February 10, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. at the Union
Township Trustee’s Office, 1311 Darlington
Avenue, Crawfordsville, Indiana. This is a public
meeting.

establish a permitting
system and regulatory
process to move water
out of one community
and into another. The
bill is well intended, and
the mere fact that it is
now a Senate priority
shows how far we have
come in making our case
that such protections
are needed. As a
member of the Senate
Committees on Utilities,
I worked closely with
the author to add some
needed improvements
such as a clarification
that the regulations
would apply to the LEAP
project, and the
requirement that a
permit only be issued if
it's in the public
interest. I also added a
stipulation that a permit
can be revoked for
violating its terms.

Despite these upgrades,
I do not believe the bill
is ready for law, and I
voted against it in
committee with the
pledge to keep working
with the author to
improve it enough that I
can feel like it's worth
enacting.

* * *
LEADING THE Governor
to the State of the
State: On Wednesday, I
was selected to be one
of a few lawmakers to
lead the new governor
into the House Chamber
for his State of the State
address. I was honored
to be a part of the
tradition and ceremony,
and I look forward to
working with Gov. Braun
to provide property tax
relief, invest in a
healthier Indiana and
support the next
generation of Hoosiers.

* * *
CELEBRATING Purdue
Engineering: On
Tuesday, 15 Purdue
Engineering students
joined me on the Senate
floor to pass a
resolution honoring the
150th anniversary of
Purdue Engineering.

* * *
SPEAKING TO Water
and Soil Advocates: This
week I gave speeches at
the annual Soil and
Water Conservation
Conference followed by
another speech at a
Water Stewardship
event held at the
Statehouse and
sponsored by Indiana
Conservation Voters.

* * *
PUSHING MY bills
forward: I also
presented two of my
bills in committee
hearings and passed
another one out of the
Senate. Read more
about those bills below.

* * *
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:
This week, some of my
bills moved through the
legislative process. Here
is a quick update.

Guest Columnist

SPENCER
DEERY

Fighting to
Protect
Indiana
Water: One
of the
Senate's
priority
bills, Senate
Bill 4, would

Two bills pass the full
Senate

Senate Bill 121
would protect our
rivers from
destructive net
fishing practices
stemming from our
country's failed
immigration policies.
It passed the Senate
Thursday with
bipartisan support.
Senate Bill 255
would help our
schools recruit more
qualified STEM
teachers and require
schools to change
their policies on
bullying
investigations to
prioritize parental
rights. It
unanimously passed
the Senate Tuesday
and now moves to
the House of
Representatives for
further
consideration.

 
Committee update
 

Senate Bill 249
would make it easier
for school
corporations to give
their top teachers
and the teachers
working in shortage
areas a meaningful
salary raise. It was
heard during a
meeting of the
Senate Committee
on Education and
Career Development
Wednesday.
Senate Bill 505
would allow
emergency
responders to
transport
individuals to a
health care facility,
mental health
facility or urgent
care facility that can
provide the patient
appropriate and
necessary
treatment. It
unanimously passed
the Senate
Committee on
Health and Provider
Services Wednesday
and has been
recommitted to the
Senate Committee
on Appropriations
for further
consideration.

* * *
IMPROVING
government efficiency:
Over the last few years,
Senate Republicans
have supported many
government reform
measures aimed at
cutting waste and
holding our state
government
accountable for how it
invests taxpayers' hard-
earned dollars.

You deserve to have a
responsive and
responsible state
government, which is
why Senate Republicans
are prioritizing Senate
Bill 5 this session.

SB 5 would ensure our
state continues to
responsibly invest
taxpayer dollars by:

Requiring a state
agency to provide
updates when it
awards contracts
worth $500,000 or
more;

Sen. Deery Shares Update South Students Earn
Regional Writing Awards

Four Southmont Sr.
High School students
have been awarded
Scholastic Writing
Awards, the nation's
longest running and
most prestigious
recognition program
for creative teens, for
the Central and
Southern Indiana
Region. Out of nearly
800 submissions,
Southmont claimed
seven of these
prestigious awards.
Judges use specific
criteria to evaluate use
of personal voice /
vision, technical skill
and originality. The
following students will
be recognized at the
Visions and Voices
Awards Ceremony on
Saturday, March 8 at 2
p.m. at the Madame
Walker Theatre in
Indianapolis.

Junior Owen
McCutchan: Gold
Key - Dramatic
Script

Junior Tovi Powell:
Gold Key - Short
Story

Senior Johnathan
Severe: Honorable
Mention - Science
Fiction/Fantasy

Senior Evelyn
Zachary: Gold Key -
Poetry, Silver Key -
Poetry, Silver Key -
Critical Essay,
Honorable Mention
- Senior Writing
Portfolio

Several of these works
will be printed in the
upcoming First Edition
of ArLi, Southmont's
new Art and Literary
magazine, which will
be available for
purchase later this
spring.

McCutchan, Powell
and Zachary's Gold
Key winners will now
move on to national
adjudication in New
York this March. They
will also have their
work published in the
regional anthology
The students are led
by Mrs. Julie Parent,
advisor for Student
Media / Magazine.

Photo courtesy South Montgomery Schools

From left, Evelyn Zachary, Johnathan Severe, Tovi
Powell, and Owen McCutchan

See DEERY 
Page A3

Putnam County Offers
Dine With A Doc
Senior Education
Ministries, Inc. has
scheduled Dine with a
Doc the fourth Monday
of every month from
10 a.m. to noon and on
Feb. 24 the program
will focus on
cardiopulmonary
services at Putnam
County Hospital in
Greencastle. 

Dine with a Doc® is a
free program for
seniors to get to hear
an educational topic
while enjoying a
complimentary lunch. 

The Cardiopulmonary
department at Putnam
County Hospital
provides
comprehensive
cardiovascular services
that include: Cardiac
Stress Testing
(Treadmill, Nuclear and
Echo) and Cardiac
Heart Scans. Join in
this as the Putnam
County Hospital
cardiac speaker
addresses these
questions:

What is a stress
test?
How does stress
affect your heart? 
What is a heart scan
and how do you get
one? 

Come and learn about
ways to improve your
quality of life. A
question/answer
period will follow the
discussion. The
program will be
facilitated by Ashley
Lawson (Director of
Valyrian Place) and
Dr. Robert M. Shobe.

The hospital provides
ongoing support and
educational classes to
meet the needs of the
community. They are
very pleased to be
partnering with Senior
Education Ministries
to serve the seniors in
the Putnam County
area through the Dine
with a Doc® program.
 
There will be an
opening prayer and
veterans in
attendance will be
recognized for their
service and
dedication to our
country followed by
the Pledge of
Allegiance to start off
the program.  There
will be various Health
Care Providers
present to share
information about
their services and
provide Door prizes
for participants to
win. 

Interested in advertising 
in The Paper?
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BUTCH From Page A1

"When we are tempted
to use angry or wicked
words, we should
remember that the eye
of God is always upon
us, and we should say
'No.' When we have
done anything wrong,
and are tempted to
conceal it by falsehood,
we should say 'No, we
cannot tell a lie; it is
wicked and cowardly.' If
we are asked to do
anything which we
know to be wrong, we
should not fear to say
'No.' If we thus learn to
say 'No,' we shall avoid
trouble, and be always
safe."

No child is perfect. Kids
are going to make
mistakes. That is just
part of growing up. As a
former teacher and
police officer, I can tell
you that the majority of
children who get in
trouble end up in that
predicament because
they refuse to say "No"
when tempted by their
peers. School
suspension, underage
drinking, drug use,
vandalism and stealing .
. . all of these and more
. . . could have been
avoided if they had
been taught to stand up
to the troublemakers
and have the courage to
say "No."

The McGuffey readers
were used during a time
in our country in which
society was composed
of a relatively
homogenous Christian

Answer: 
Bernice Ann and

Brenda Sue Gaviola

Butch Dale’s
Flashback

Trivia

population. America
today is a pluralistic
society of many
religious beliefs and
values. But don't you
think that such a lesson
as the one above would
serve our young
students well? The peer
pressure that children
face is constant and
unrelenting, much more
so today than in the
past, because of social
media and TV, and it
starts at a young age.

These readers
developed advanced
reading skills at an early
age. And the stories in
these early grade
school books also
taught other good
personal habits, such as
work ethic, honesty,
civic duty, wise use of
time, kindness to
others, respect to
elders, polite manners
and trust . . . just to
name a few. Since fewer
children today attend
church or Sunday
school, perhaps it is
time that the McGuffey
reader's stories and
lessons, or similar ones,
be incorporated into
the educational
process. We owe it to
our children. We owe it
to society.

John “Butch” Dale is a
retired teacher and
County Sheriff. He has
also been the librarian
at Darlington the past
36 years, and is a well-
known artist and
author of local history.

TIM From Page A1

the Indiana Legislature
are once again trying to
take public notices
away from your friendly
neighborhood
newspapers. The hired
hands cite declining
circulation, costs and,
amazingly, ease of
access.

Here’re some facts.
First, no arguments
on declining print
subscriptions.
That’s nothing new –
and again, our
friends in
Indianapolis have
pounded on this
fact for years. But
what they fail to
mention is the
exploding digital
side of newspapers.
For example, here in
Crawfordsville we
have almost 10
times as many
digital subscribers
as we do print. Add
to that the reach of
our website and it’s
pretty astounding.

Costs? I say this
with all due respect,
but when’s the last
time our
government at
almost any level did
something better
and cheaper than
the private sector?
This is another good
example. The state
wants to create a
website for public
notices. That means
they’ll have to pay
someone to do that
and they’ll have to
pay for the online
platform.

Why do that when the
Hoosier State Press
Association already
does it – at no
additional cost at
www.publicnotice
indiana.com ?

Plus, and I’ve made this
point for years – public
notice ads cost less
than 1 percent of
government budgets.
Way less!

Ease of access? OK, I
get the concept that
having one website
means you just have
to click one time.
But what happens
when you get there?
It’d be like looking
for a needle in a
haystack of needles.
Public notices being
published on our
pages means you
may have to turn
five or six pages, but
it’s nothing like a
gazillion megabytes
of data to sift
through.
Last point – and
again, something
said in this space
many times. Imagine
you have a teenage
daughter who asks if
her boyfriend can
come to the house
to study. Then
imagine if she says
they’re going to
study in her room
instead of the dining
room table. Then
imagine they close
the door. Suddenly
a healthy situation
goes from warm and
fuzzy to downright
alarming.

It's all about
transparency and trust.
And the more
transparent things are,
the easier it is to trust.
If the government is
allowed to manage their
own public notice ads

with no independent
third party like a
newspaper, how warm
and fuzzy does that
feel?

* * *
LEST YOU think all I do
is gripe about our good
folks in Indianapolis,
here’s a tip of the seed
corn cap to Indiana
Secretary of State
Diego Morales. He has
his enemies, but I like
the fact that he’s not
just sitting behind a
desk in Indianapolis.
He’s out and about and
visiting Indiana counties
and talking to common
folks like you and I.

Haters got to hate, but I
appreciate his efforts!

* * *
THIS IS American Heart
Month and as a guy with
a pretty good sized
horizontal scar on his
chest, please take it
from me that heart
health is nothing to
sluff off.

I won’t cram this down
your throats, but thanks
to my friends at the
American Heart
Association, here are
some good tips worth
knowing.

Take an online CPR
course
Learn and practice
with a CPR Anytime
Kit
Watch a 60-second
video to learn
Hands-Only CPR
Find a Heartsaver™
certification course
near you

By the way, the first
Friday in February is
Wear Red Day in honor
of the month. Hope you
join me in painting the
town, or at least our
attire that day, red!

* * *
EDDIE ADAMS was a
photographer for The
Associated Press after
serving with the United
States Marine Corps in
Korea. You may not
know his name, but if
you are of a certain age
(and by reading these
scribbles chances are
you are), you’ll likely
remember the photo in
1968 of a South
Vietnamese soldier
shooting a Viet Cong
captain in the side of
the head on a Saigon
street. Adams won the
Pulitzer Prize in 1969
for that photo.

More than anything
though, it is a stark
statement on the
difference between the
world we grew up in and
the one we live in today.
We saw images of war
on our TV sets every
night and no one
warned us beforehand
that this might be
disturbing.

That’s not a slam on
anyone today. But the
world is cold and cruel
in many places and
ignoring, hiding or
downplaying it doesn’t
do anyone any good.
 
Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically on
Wednesdays in The
Paper. Timmons is the
publisher of The Paper
and can be contacted
at ttimmons@thepaper
24-7.com.

DEERY From Page A2

Requesting reports
be submitted to the
State Budget
Committee if a state
agency would like to
be granted funds or
membership in a
new federal
program; and
Proposing that the
State Budget
Director review any
vacant position that
has been open for at
least 90 days to see
if the position is
necessary.

As always, I encourage
residents of Senate
District 23 to contact

me with any questions
or comments you may
have. I can be reached
by filling out a
"Contact Me" form
online at www.Indiana
SenateRepublicans.
com/Deery or by
phone at 800-382-
9467.
 
State Sen. Spencer
Deery (R-West
Lafayette) represents
Senate District 23,
which includes
Fountain, Parke,
Vermillion and Warren
counties, and portions
of Montgomery and
Tippecanoe counties.

https://shopcpr.heart.org/heartsaver-cpr-aed-online
https://shopcpr.heart.org/heartsaver-cpr-aed-online
https://shopcpr.heart.org/courses/cpr-anytime?srsltid=AfmBOorHjhRjoIq_ZwPbgelEt1LIZjHy6nOoMgkq1wgtc9kHDYoGUCum
https://shopcpr.heart.org/courses/cpr-anytime?srsltid=AfmBOorHjhRjoIq_ZwPbgelEt1LIZjHy6nOoMgkq1wgtc9kHDYoGUCum
https://cpr.heart.org/en/cpr-courses-and-kits/hands-only-cpr
https://cpr.heart.org/en/cpr-courses-and-kits/heartsaver
https://cpr.heart.org/en/cpr-courses-and-kits/heartsaver
mailto:ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com
https://www.ne16.com/t/8440080/93536413/5249691/0/1003361/?x=6b1ea4ee
https://www.ne16.com/t/8440080/93536413/3844359/1/1003361/?x=6a7cc947
https://www.ne16.com/t/8440080/93536413/3844359/1/1003361/?x=6a7cc947
https://www.ne16.com/t/8440080/93536413/3844359/1/1003361/?x=6a7cc947
https://cdn.zephyrcms.com/a8a3dab2-ad05-4ad4-9bfe-d2d32f429678/-/progressive/yes/-/inline/yes/senate-county-township-11-x-17-landscape-district-23-fina-lx-2.jpg
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LWV From Page A1

2020, while analyzing a
tiny fragment of the
Lafayette meteorite, she
stumbled upon an
unexpected compound
– deoxynivalenol (DON),
commonly known as
vomitoxin.

"Most of them
[compounds in the
meteorite] had really
long, boring chemistry
data-type names but
one was called a
vomitoxin which I
thought sounded cool
so I started looking into
it," O'Brien recalled.
Her serendipitous
discovery set off a chain
of interdisciplinary
detective work.
Vomitoxin, or DON, is
produced by a fungus
that infects grain crops,
causing severe illness in
animals – particularly
pigs. But how did this
earthly contaminant end
up on a Martian rock?

O'Brien reached out to
Dr. Marissa Tremblay, an
assistant professor at
Purdue, to dig deeper.
Together with university
archivists, they pieced
together a compelling
narrative.

Historical records
revealed significant crop
blights in Indiana in
1919 and 1927,
coinciding with reported
fireball sightings in the
region. These dates
aligned perfectly with
the presence of four
black students at
Purdue during that era:
Julius Lee Morgan,
Clinton Edward Shaw,

County and state highway departments have moder and up-to-
date equipment nowadays. But back in the day, most of the
work was done by hand. Shown above is an Indiana state
highway crew who had finished work on State Road 47 in the
1930s. You might notice that the truck had solid rubber tires!

Back in the Day with
Butch Dale

Hermanze Edwin
Fauntleroy and Clyde
Silance.

While we may never
know for certain which
of these students made
the extraordinary
discovery, O'Brien's
research has shed new
light on this long-
standing mystery.

"Lafayette is a truly
beautiful meteorite
sample which has taught
us a lot about Mars
through previous
research," she noted.
"So, for that alone, they
deserve the credit,
right? You then add in
the fact that they were
an African-American
student at a university
that had so few. We all
know the stories of
racism in 1920s
America."

This fascinating blend of
planetary science,
agriculture and social
history demonstrates
the unexpected
connections that can
emerge from scientific
inquiry. The Lafayette
meteorite, once a silent
artifact, now tells a rich
story of cosmic
journeys, agricultural
challenges and the
often-overlooked
contributions of black
students in early 20th
century America.

As we continue to
explore the mysteries of
Mars, the Lafayette
meteorite serves as a
reminder that
sometimes, the key to

unlocking the secrets of
distant worlds can be
found in the most
unlikely places – even in
the biology of pig
digestion.

A note on Black History
Month. It is a national
tradition founded by
historian Carter G.
Woodson, Ph.D. in 1926.
What began as Negro
History Week to
educate people on the
contributions of black
Americans in science,
arts, politics and
religion developed into
a national month of
uncovering more about
historical contributions.
In 1975, President
Gerald Ford became the
first president to
officially proclaim Black
History Week. The
following year, February
was chosen as Black
History Month because
it was the birth month
of Abraham Lincoln and
the chosen birthday
month of Frederick
Douglass. See more at
the Library of Congress.

The League of Women
Voters is a nonpartisan,
multi-issue political
organization which
encourages informed
and active
participation in
government. For
information about the
League, visit the
website
www.lwvmontcoin.org;
or, visit the League of
Women Voters of
Montgomery County,
Indiana Facebook page.

Sweet Reads at the Library 

MEGAN
TAYLOR
Guest 
Columnist

for a sugary sweet rom-
com, the library has a
whole display of them
ready to check out on
our second floor. We’ve
got all the top authors
of the genre from Emily
Henry to Jasmine
Guillory and Ali
Hazelwood.  

Emily Henry’s “Book
Lovers” (FIC Hen) is a
delightful enemies-to-
lovers romance that is
heartfelt and full of
chemistry and witty
dialog. Of course, it is
perfect for book lovers!
A literary agent whose
life is all about books
and her work nemesis, a
surly book editor, keep
meeting again and again
with results that
surprise them both. Ali
Hazelwood’s “Love
Theoretically” (FIC Haz)
is another best-selling
enemies-to-lovers
romance, this time with
rival physicists, for a
steamy STEM story. 

Jasmine Guillory’s
“Drunk on Love” (FIC
Gui) is set in Napa
Valley wine country and
is a fabulous modern
day romance full of

If entering
the month
famous for
romance
and candy
hearts has
got you in
the mood

chemistry bubbling
between the two main
characters. Trish
Dollar’s “Off the Map”
(FIC Dol) takes place all
over as her main
character travels the
world alone until a
wrong turn brings her
right to a new travel
companion. For nature
lovers, Sarah T. Dubb’s
“Birding with Benefits,”
(FIC Dubb) offers a
slow-burn, opposites-
attract tale that
explores the thrill of
finding new love. 

If you want a little edge
with your sweet, check
out Tessa Bailey’s “My
Killer Vacation” (FIC
Bailey). An elementary
teacher ends up
working together with a
bounty hunter to solve
a murder, on what was
meant to be a relaxing
Cape Code vacation.
This opposites-attract
tale delivers clever
humor and a mystery
along with its scorching
romance.   
 
Blending sweet with
supernatural, April
Asher’s “Not the Witch
You Wed” (FIC Asher
Supernatural v.1)
explores the
relationship between a
witch and a shifter, who
discover that magic
doesn’t make love any
easier. This is the first
of the “Supernatural

Singles” series. 

For historical romance,
Evie Dunmore’s
“Bringing Down the
Duke,” (FIC Dun) takes
the reader to England,
1879, where a vicar's
daughter takes on a
powerful duke. This is
the first of the “A
League of
Extraordinary Women.”
Another historical
romance, Suzanne
Allain’s “The Ladies
Rewrite the Rules” (FIC
Allain) takes the reader
just a bit further back in
time to Regency
England, where a young
widow takes on high
society. If you love
Jane Austen, this one is
for you. 
 
These titles are on
display until the end of
the month. Come in
and check out a few
with your library card.
Many are also available
to check out digitally
on our free Libby app.
Our regular open hours
are Monday-Thursday 9
a.m.-9 p.m., Friday-
Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
 
 
Megan Taylor is
Assistant Manager in
the Adult Services
Department at the
Crawfordsville District
Public Library.

Don’t forget to
renew your

subscription!

thepaper24-7.com/subscribe
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Public Notices Deadline: 
11:00 a.m.  

2 Business Days Prior to
Publication:  

legals@thepaper24-7.com 

Private Party Notices
Submitted After Deadline 
May Be Subject To $25.00 

Fee In Addition To 
The Cost Of The Advertisement

Thank you for reading The Paper!

Interested
in

advertising 
in 

The Paper?

Contact us today at 
(765) 361-0100
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