
TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

TODAY’S VERSE

Meet 
Ryder

TODAY’S JOKE

Montgomery County’s oldest locally owned independent newspaper

WEDNESDAY
March 12, 2025

WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM

50¢

TODAY’S QUOTE

The Paper appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank

MARVIN MCINTYRE
 for subscribing!

Be consistent when disciplining your children –
they need know their boundaries.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John
Roberts. Be sure to catch his column each week in

The Paper and online at www.thepaper24-7. com

THREE THINGS
You Should Know

Indiana Newspapers are having a rally day at the Indiana
Statehouse on March 19 and would love for you to come along.
Here’s the scoop. State lawmakers are trying to take legal notices
out of newspapers and put them on a government website. Not
only would that be like the fox guarding the henhouse, but it will
cost taxpayers more than they are currently spending. It will also
hurt, perhaps severely, some Hoosier newspapers. So at 11 a.m.
newspapers from all over Indiana are going to the Statehouse to
show our opposition to the move – and we hope readers join us!
Newspapers are a part of Indiana history and an important part of
an open government. The Founding Fathers thought so and put it
right there in the First Amendment.
 
Construction sector employment increased by 19,000 positions in
February as all five nonresidential and residential segments of the
industry added workers, according to an analysis of new
government data by the Associated General Contractors of
America. But association officials warned that uncertainty caused
by tariffs and labor shortages could undermine future growth.
Nonresidential construction firms added 6,000 workers, with
gains of 1,700 in building construction, 2,000 in specialty trades,
and 2,500 in heavy and civil engineering construction. Residential
construction employment climbed by 12,700, as homebuilders and
other residential building construction firms added 100 positions
and residential specialty trade contractors added 12,600.
 
The state is accepting applications through March 24 for the 2025–
26 Governor’s Fellowship. The Governor’s Fellowship places
fellows in various state agencies on a rotating basis throughout the
year. It’s open to college graduates who receive their associate or
bachelor’s degrees beginning in either summer or fall of 2024 or
spring of 2025 as well as those without a degree who have at least
two years of full-time professional experience. Application and
submission guidelines are at https://www.in.gov/gov/governors-
office/governors-fellowship-program/. 
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Ryder is an 8 year old medium
size (SENIOR) male Terrier mix
that has been at the AWL since
8/31/2022 (with breaks in foster
homes with some of our amazing
fosters). Ryder is a HAPPY BOY
with a SUPERSTAR
PERSONALITY! Look at that
smiling boy! Ryder loves going
for walks/jogs, playing fetch, and
will gladly sit for treats. Ryder is
house and crate trained. He
makes virtually no messes and is
such a lover. Ryder has been
around other dogs at the shelter
with no issues.

Ryder is neutered, dewormed,
and up to date on his shots.
Ryder is ready to go to his
forever home! Ryder is looking
for his best friend.

Could that be you? AWL is open
Monday - Friday from 12:15p-5p
and Saturday's from 9:30a-3p.
Come say hi! 

MONTGOMERY 
MINUTE
We have free tickets to the Indiana
Flower & Patio Show ready and waiting
for YOU! All you have to do is take a
selfie with you and our front page (print
or online doesn’t matter) and email it to
news@thepaper24-7.com. If we publish
your picture (and we will!), you win two
to four free tickets – valued at $15 each!
The Show is one of the oldest flower
shows in the U.S. and goes on March 15-
23 at the Indiana State Fairgrounds.
Don’t pass up the chance for free
tickets and a great day! Snap that selfie
and email it to us today!

Why the outcry over the
Department of Education? We
all seem to agree that students
aren’t faring as well, yet we don’t
want to change anything? (And
let’s not forget that the federal
DOE has only been around since
1980 – it’s not like the founding
fathers created it. In fact, pretty
sure their idea was to leave it up
to individual communities!)

The League of Women
Voters, open to men as
well as women, is a
nonpartisan, multi-issue
political organization that
encourages informed and
active participation in
government. For
information about the
Montgomery County LWV,
visit: www.lwvmontcoin.
org or message to LWV, PO
Box 101, Crawfordsville,
Indiana 47933.

For more than
30 years, the
month of March
has been
officially
recognized as
Women’s
History Month, a
time for
remembering

and celebrating women’s
experiences and
contributions throughout
this country’s history.

Women’s History Month
began as a local, week-long
celebration in the 1970s. It
became a national affair in
1980 thanks to the efforts of
a group of historians and
women’s organizations led
by the National Women’s
History Project and a
proclamation by President
Jimmy Carter announcing
the week of March 8, 1980
as Women’s History Week.

In 1987, Congress passed a

BUTCH
DALE
Columnist

I have known
thousands of
people during
my lifetime, and
each one has a
distinct
personality all
their own. Let
me tell you

about one person who I
have known since he was a
toddler. I wouldn't say his
personality was strange or
abnormal, as I have met
several others like him who
share the same traits. But he
is different in many
respects.

As the oldest child, he
received much attention
and became quite
independent. He was a fast
learner, often copying the
habits and actions of his
parents and other adults,
which sometimes led to a
few problems. Although he
had siblings, he seemed to
enjoy doing things on his

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

I’m not usually a
“headache” guy.
Maybe I should
rephrase that?
I’ve been told
on occasion
that I can cause
headaches. But

me having one? Not so
much.

So, not sure what brought
this one on. Could be the
Indiana Legislature trying to
run us out of business with
their public notice
campaign. Or maybe it’s the
statement they made about
not cutting property taxes,
but “cutting” the increase?
Or maybe it’s listening to
Democrats’ singing?

Dunno. But whatever the
reason, I felt a doozy
coming on.

The shrill ring of the phone
didn’t help.

“This here is a Cert-E-fied
employment offer for one
Tim Timmons,” a nasal

Psalm 119:89 For ever, O
LORD, thy word is settled in

heaven. (KJV)

“The newspaper industry is a
business, but journalism will
always be a mission.”
Katharine Graham

What’d the tree say to the acorn?
I’m rooting for you!

Women’s History Month: Looking Back and Moving Forward
law designating March as
Women’s History Month.
Every president since that
time has followed through
with official proclamations
of Women’s History Month.

Over the years, these
presidential proclamations
have highlighted women’s
contributions across a wide
range of arenas. For
example, President Reagan’s
proclamation in 1988
recognized women’s
achievements in “business,
government, volunteer
activities, religious life,
education, health, the
military, sports, the arts, and
many other areas.”

In another example,
President George H.W.
Bush’s Women’s History
Month proclamation in 1991
identified numerous women
by name. Some were historic
firsts, including “Dr.
Elizabeth Blackwell, the first

woman in the United States
to receive a medical
degree.” Others were artists
and innovators, including
author Flannery O’Connor
and American Red Cross
founder Clara Barton. Still
others, he stated, are
notable for “upholding the
principles on which the
United States is founded.”
These include Harriet
Tubman and Harriet Beecher
Stowe, who “became
heroines in the struggle
against slavery”; Lucretia
Mott and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, who “also
advocated the abolition of
slavery as they championed
woman’s suffrage”; and Rosa
Parks, “whose courage and
resolve in the face of bigotry
gave heart to an entire social
movement” against racism. 

In the first Women’s History
Month proclamation of the
twenty-first century,
President Bill Clinton

similarly singled out
individual women who were
influential in a variety of
fields, including astronaut
Ellen Ochoa; Mary McLeod
Bethune, “who, with only
$1.50 in her pocket, founded
a school for young black
women”; Margaret Chung,
“the first Chinese American
woman physician”; labor
organizer Dolores Huerta;
photographer Margaret
Bourke-White; and Air Force
Lt. Col. Eileen Collins.

In addition to highlighting
notable individuals,
presidents Women’s History
Proclamations have
identified women’s
participation and
contributions to the United
States more broadly.
Twenty-five years ago, for
example, President George
W. Bush proclaimed for
Women’s History Month in

See LWV Page A6

Bubba Asking Tough Questions

See TIM Page A6

twang said.

“How would you like to have a
career paying $50,000 or
more just watering plants? Or
how about turning on and off
the automated lights in a
health spa? Or how
about . . . ”

The nasal twang, the mangled
pronunciation of certified,
the ridiculous sales pitch . . .
it could only mean one thing.

“Hello, Bubba.”

For those who don’t know
him, Bubba Castiron is his
own circus – if you took away
the tents, elephants,
ringmasters and acrobats and
left the bumbling clowns. He
makes the stereotype of a
hillbilly redneck look like an
Ivy League professor (before
Ivy Leagues descended into
the darker regions of
wokedom).

“Dang, Timmons! How’d you
know it was me?”

“Lucky guess, Bubba. But
listen, I’ve got-”

“Now don’t you go getting all
high and mighty on me and
say you got something
impotent to do,” Bubba said.

“Important.”

“Hun?”

“Never mind. OK Bubba. What
can I do for you?”

“I want to ask if you got
religion, Timmons.”

I was worried where this was
going. Was Bubba about to
launch into some sort of
campaign that I didn’t want –
or have time to hear? You
never know what’s coming
next with Bubba. I just knew I
had to be careful.

“If you’re asking if I believe in
God, you bet,” I started. “In
fact, one of my vows for Lent

Butch Wonders If You
Know Someone Like This

own. The same held true
when he started school. He
had many friends, but was
hesitant to become close
to anyone, and avoided
becoming part of a clique.
He wasn't lonely, unhappy,
or antisocial. He enjoyed
the company of others ...
up to a point, but preferred
solitude and quiet times
alone.

As a small child, there were
many times when his
parents had no idea where
he had gone, but they need
not worry. He might be
laying in tall grass in a field,
watching the clouds drift
by. The boy may have
climbed up into the
haymow to read a book and
gaze out the barn window
on a rainy day. Sometimes
he would sit on the roof of
the house, scan the
countryside and watch the

See BUTCH Page A2

https://agcofdc.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTg5OTU5OSZwPTEmdT0xMTYyNTcyNDA1JmxpPTExNDUxMDY0NQ/index.html
mailto:news@thepaper24-7.com


Do You Recognize This
1972 North Montgomery

Grad?

HINT: 
Her classmates voted her
as “Best Personality.” She
followed in her mother’s
footsteps and became a

nurse.

Answer on 
Page A4

Butch Dale’s
Flashback

Trivia

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Vol. 21                                                                            
Sen. Phil Boots, President                                               
USPS Publication Number: 
022-679   
                               
Annual Print Subscription: $89                                       

To subscribe: circulation@thepaper24-7.com
To contact news: news@thepaper24-7.com
To submit legal notices: legals@thepaper24-7.com
For billing: business@thepaper24-7.com

Issue 28
Tim Timmons, Publisher
Report address changes to
circulation@thepaper24-7.com

Annual Online Subscription: $42

 An Independent Newspaper - Founded 2004

OBITUARY

James “Jim” William Ratcliff, age 63 of Kingman,
passed away on Wednesday, March 5, 2025, at St
Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis. He was born in
Crawfordsville on September 28, 1961, to the late
William Delbert & Edna Mae (Wethington) Ratcliff.

Jim graduated from Fountain Central High School.
Throughout the years he worked at R.R.
Donnelley’s for 25 years and Subaru in Lafayette
for 25 years. He enjoyed drinking, riding his
motorcycle, and hanging out with friends.

He is survived by three sisters, Carolyn Cole of
Michigan, Phyllis (Steve) Canfield of
Crawfordsville, and Loretta (Dan) Milligan of
Tennessee; his best friend, John Wolf; several
nieces and nephews; and many friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents and a
sister, Nancy Jean Ratcliff.

Cremation was chosen with a gathering at a later
date. Sanders Funeral Care entrusted with care.
Share memories and condolences online at
www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

James Ratcliff
September 28, 1961 - March 5, 2025

BUTCH From Page A1

barn swallows dart
back and forth. On
many days, he walked
back to the woods to
enjoy nature, explore
and rest by a small
stream. Even when he
accompanied his father
to the nearby town
where many people had
gathered, this boy
preferred to sit by
himself on a wooden
bench, lick his ice
cream cone and watch
the world go by.

When this boy became
a high school student,
he participated in
sports and practiced
with other boys. But he
practiced more at
home by himself ...
shooting baskets down
at the barn, or throwing
a baseball on the barn
roof and catching it as
it came rolling down.
He rode his bike to
nearby ponds to fish,
and made things from
wood in his father's
toolshed. He had
inherited some of his
mother's artistic skills,
and spent many hours
alone in his bedroom
drawing and painting.

Well, the young man did
well in school and
enrolled in college. He
married his high school
sweetheart, an only
child, who shared many
of the same personality
traits as him, and they
were quite happy

together. During his
college years he got
along well with his
classmates and
professors, but he did
not join any clubs or
organizations, or attend
sports events. He was
not one to socialize,
and he read, studied,
and completed his
lessons alone in the
college library. He
enjoyed his classes
immensely and
subsequently made
good grades. He and his
wife enjoyed many
activities in their free
time, but rarely ever
went out with other
couples. They both
preferred it that way.

Now you would surmise
that this fellow chose
an occupation in which
he would not need to
interact with people.
Not so. Through the
years, all of his jobs
involved interacting
with the public. He
enjoyed teaching,
assisting people,
helping them solve
problems, etc. during
his working hours. But
when back at home, he
savored the quiet
evenings away from the
crowds to be with his
wife and children and
enjoy various hobbies.
He considers himself a
Christian, and prays
each day, but he

See BUTCH Page A6

Concerts on Corner Back at
Wabash Avenue Presbyterian

Concerts on the Corner
welcomes Sweet Country
and the Dog Biscuits to
kick off its second season
at Wabash Avenue
Presbyterian Church.
 
Indiana singer and
songwriter Amy Vanator
leads the four-piece folk
band that uses bass,
guitar, ukelele, mandolin
and keyboard to
entertain with oldies,
bluegrass, gospel and
folk music. All are
welcome to the free
concert Sunday at 4 p.m.
A free-will offering
supports the
Montgomery County
Animal Welfare League.

A spokesperson for
Concerts said the
attendance and success 

of the initial series in
2024 encouraged them
to continue spreading
the love of God through
the joy of music and set
up an exciting variety of
concerts for 2025. The
additional spring
concerts will bring back
popular Facebook
sensation, dueling
pianists Cameron Cody
and James Kelly, May 2.
Classical violinist, Ben
Abel and Friends will
perform June 1. Fall
concerts include a
surprise event with
Jesse MacLeod Oct. 11.  
 
Wabash Avenue
Presbyterian Church is
located at 307 S.
Washington in beautiful
downtown
Crawfordsville.

Photo courtesy Wabash Avenue Presbyterian

The free concert is Sunday and a free-will offering
goes to the Animal Welfare League.
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FOR THE RECORD
For The Record is a public service and regular
feature in The Paper of Montgomery County. It is
designed to tell you what is scheduled to happen
and what actually does happen in meetings paid
for with your tax dollars. The Paper encourages
all citizens to take an active role in being
involved in local government.
 
COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD AGENDA
Wednesday, March 12th, 2025 at 9:30 am
Montgomery County Government Center,
Community Meeting Room
1580 Constitution Row, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
• February 12th, 2025 – Regular meeting
IV. HEARINGS
• THOMAS CLARK #619 – Vacate hearing; Petition
#2025001-V
V. PETITIONS
• JOHN GALEY #518 – Petition to Attach; Marcus
Smith
VI. OLD BUSINESS
• JAMES SERVIES #703 – Revised schedule of
maintenance assessments
• SAMUEL HUMPHREY #526 – Reconstruction
report
• ROY HARPER #592 – Reconstruction report
• EDWARD BERRY #593 – Reconstruction report
VII. NEW BUSINESS
• Regulated drain watersheds - Discussion
VIII. OTHER BUSINESS
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT
X. ADJOURNMENT
Next regular meeting: Wednesday, April 9th,
2025, at 9:30 am; 
Montgomery 
County Government 
Center

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLAN COMMISSION
AGENDA
WEDNESDAY MARCH 12, 2025 1:00 PM
MONTGOMERY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER
COMMUNITY ROOM
1580 Constitution Row, Crawfordsville, IN 47933

Call to Order1.
Oath of Office2.
Agenda Modifications3.
New Business:4.
DPR2025-1- Public Hearing - Plevna
development plan.

5.

DPR2025-2- Public Hearing – Beaver Lake
Cabins development plan.

6.

Old Business:7.
SD2025-1 – Public Hearing Continuance –
Stockton Preliminary Plat.

8.

Other Business9.
Adjournment10.

Agenda subject to change*

Montgomery County acknowledges its responsibility to
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
In order to assist individuals with disabilities who
require special services (i.e. sign interpretive services,
alternative audio/visual devices, and amanuenses) for
participation in or access to County sponsored public
programs, services, and/or meetings, the County
requests that individuals makes requests for these
services forty-eight (48) hours ahead of the scheduled
program, service, and/or meeting. To make
arrangements, contact ADA/Title VI Coordinator Lori
Dossett @ 765-361-2623.

*Next regularly scheduled meeting Wednesday
APRIL 09, 2025

See RECORD Page A3
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Several women worked at the Wilson Brothers Shirt Factory
back in the day. It was located on Lane Avenue and operated
from 1937 to 1958.
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Back in the Day with Butch Dale

Public Notices Deadline: 11:00 a.m.  2 Business Days Prior to Publication:
legals@thepaper24-7.com 

Private Party Notices Submitted After Deadline 
May Be Subject To $25.00 Fee 

In Addition To The Cost Of The AdvertisementTHE PAPER

RECORD From Page A2

NOTICE OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
CRAWFORDSVILLE COMMUNITY SCHOOL
CORPORATION
1000 Fairview Avenue
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Location: Crawfordsville Middle School
705 Wallace Ave.
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Date of Meeting: March 13, 2025, at 5:00 pm
The Board of Trustees of the Crawfordsville
Community School Corporation will hold an
Executive Session as authorized under
Indiana Code section 5-14-1.5-6.1:
☒ An executive session is authorized under:
Indiana Code section(s): I.C. 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)
11
For discussion of strategy with respect to:
☒ Collective bargaining
Crawfordsville Community School
Corporation
Date posted: March 10, 2025

MONTGOMERY COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION
Tuesday, March 11, 2025 - 11:00 am
Montgomery County Government Center
1580 Constitution Row – Suite E
Crawfordsville, IN 47933 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82448416068?
pwd=YY6DrEz34cN3IFS1MQK6rJTyZAvaTp.1
Meeting ID: 824 4841 6068
Passcode: 350828
Call to Order by Chairman Ron Dickerson
Consideration of Minutes – February 11, 2025  
New Business: 2024 RDC Annual Report
Staff Reports:
Financial Report – Jeff Peters – Peters Franklin
Engineering Report – Ryan Pattenaude -
Lochmueller
Approve Claims
Other Business
Adjournment
Next meeting Tuesday, April 8, 2025 @ 11:00 am
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Answer: Gail (Hampton) Servies

Butch Dale’s Flashback Trivia Public Notices Deadline: 11:00 a.m.  2 Business Days Prior to Publication:  
legals@thepaper24-7.com 

Private Party Notices Submitted After Deadline  May Be Subject To $25.00 Fee 
In Addition To The Cost Of The Advertisement
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Interested in advertising in The Paper?

Contact us today at (765) 361-0100

Public Notices Deadline: 11:00 a.m.  2 Business Days Prior to Publication:  legals@thepaper24-7.com 

Private Party Notices Submitted After Deadline May Be Subject To $25.00 Fee 
In Addition To The Cost Of The Advertisement
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LWV From Page A1

2005 that “as mothers,
sisters, and daughters,
(women) bring
compassion and
integrity to our
communities and help
to teach our children
the values that make
our country great.”
With the Iraq War still
under way, he went on
to note that “women
today … join a long
tradition of defending
our nation. Today, more
than 200,000 women
are serving in our
nation’s Armed Forces
and working to defend
America and advance
peace and freedom.”

President Barack
Obama’s 2015
proclamation a decade
ago focused on
women’s role in
strengthening American
democracy and
economy. He noted
that “through protest
and activism,
generations of women
have appealed to the
values at the heart of
our nation and fought
to give meaning to the
idea that we are all
created equal.” He
further observed that
“women are nearly half
of our nation’s workers,
and they are
increasingly among the
most skilled … This
increasing participation
of women in our
workforce has
bolstered our economy
and strengthened our
families.”

President Donald
Trump’s Women’s
History Month
proclamation in 2020
also marked, in his
words, “the centennial
anniversary of the 19th
Amendment to the
Constitution, securing
the right to vote for
women.” He took the
opportunity to highlight
how his administration
“is committed to

empowering all women
across the nation and
around the world to
continue pursuing their
dreams and lifting
humanity to new
heights.”

Finally, President Joe
Biden’s Women’s
History Month
proclamation last year
reminds us that
women’s historical
achievements “have
strengthened our
nation and opened the
doors of opportunity
wider for all of us,” but
also that “there is more
work ahead to knock
down the barriers that
stand in the way of
women and girls
realizing their full
potential – in a country
founded on freedom
and equality, nothing is
more fundamental.”
 
According to the
National Women’s
History Alliance, this
year’s Women’s History
Month theme is
“Moving Forward
Together! Women
Educating & Inspiring
Generations.” It’s an
opportunity to look
back at women’s
historical role as
educators and mentors,
and to think about how
women can help lead
the country through
the challenges of the
twenty-first century.
 
The League of Women
Voters is a
nonpartisan, multi-
issue political
organization which
encourages informed
and active
participation in
government. For
information about the
League, visit the
website www.lwv
montcoin.org; or, visit
the League of Women
Voters of Montgomery
County, Indiana
Facebook page.

TIM From Page A1

this year is to finish
reading the Bible. I just
wrapped up
Ecclesiastes and-”

“Yeah, yeah,” Bubba
cut in. “Good to know,
Timmons. And since
you are reading the
Bible, you are the
perfect guy to ask
something that’s
puzzling me and Big
Country.”

Big Country is one of
the gang Bubba hangs
out with at a seedy
little joint named the
Crawl-On-Inn. Bubba
took me out there
once but I couldn’t
find it again if I had to.
It’s somewhere
between Bowers,
Kilpatrick, Colfax and
Clarks Hill. A guy
named Elvis tends bar
and Bambi, part-time
waitress and part-time
truck driver, takes care
of food and drink
orders – mostly drink.
Tater, Gumball, Big
Country and Bubba are
there so much they
probably ought to pay
rent.

“OK, Bubba. I’ll play
your silly game. What
is it about religion
that’s got you calling?”

“Is you familiar with
Jonah getting
swallered up by a
whale?”

“Sure, Bubba,” I said.
“God told Jonah to go
to the sinful place of
Nineveh and-”

“Yeah OK, Timmons.
We know the story. The
question we got is did
a whale really swaller
him up? I mean, OK, we
believe that part. But
Jonah lived inside that
big ol’ fish for three
days and then done
got spit up on shore?
C’mon, Timmons. How
likely is that?”

“Well Bubba, it’s
detailed pretty well in
the book of Jonah in
the Old Testament. If
you-”

“Alive and breathing
for three days? INSIDE
a whale? C’mon,
Timmons. This has to
be one of them stories
that is allergenic or
something, right?”

“Allegorical.”
“Huh?”

“Never mind. Look
Bubba. There’s no
definitive answer to
your question. It boils
down to a matter of
faith and belief.”

“Yeah, I guess,” Bubba
said. “Elvis said that
we’ll just have to wait
until we get to heaven
and ask him
ourselves.”

That gave me an idea!
Bubba is always
messing with me, so I
thought I’d have some
fun and really throw
Bubba for a loop. “Well
geez Bubba, you know
that Jonah did defy
God’s command to go
to Nineveh. What will
you do if you get to
heaven and he’s not
there?”

“Then YOU ask him,
Timmons!”

All I heard was the
howl of Bubba’s
laughter as he hung up
the phone. Where’s
that aspirin bottle?
 
Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically
on Wednesdays in The
Paper. Timmons is the
publisher of The Paper
and can be contacted
at ttimmons@
thepaper24-7.com.

BUTCH From Page A2

doesn't attend church,
although he believes it
is beneficial for many
people. What is more
surprising is that this
fellow ran for public
office. Of course, in
keeping with his
personality, he did not
campaign in public or
go door to door to seek
votes ... just one
speaking appearance in
all of the months prior
to the election. But
many people knew him
and liked his ideas, and
he won!

One thing that I have
always noticed about
this individual is that
his mind always seems
to be working. I am
certain he talks to
himself in various trains
of thought. He prefers
accomplishing tasks on
his own, and after much
thinking, makes
decisions on his own.
He may ask for an
opinion or advice, but
doesn't seem to need
any validation or
approval from others.
This fellow now lives in
an old farmhouse in a
very sparsely
populated section of
the county. He has no
desire to live in a fancy
new house, or in a town
or city. Like his
childhood days, he is
often difficult to track
down. One might
discover him walking
down the country road,
watching the birds and
wildlife, enjoying the
peace and quiet,
watching the clouds
drift by ... but his mind
is always at work,
thinking about the past
and the future.

When I was a high
school freshman, I read
the classic book
"Walden," written by

Henry David Thoreau.
Part of it stated, "Why
should we be in such
desperate haste to
succeed, and in such
desperate enterprises?
If a man does not keep
pace with his
companions, perhaps it
is because he hears a
different drummer. Let
him step to the music
which he hears,
however measured or
far away."

I think that best
describes this
individual. There are
many others like him.
They value
independence and self-
reliance, and are willing
to take risks. They
believe each person
should just be who they
are. They feel that
people should think
and do things in their
own way, rather than
imitate others. Perhaps
you are like that. You
might even know the
fellow who I have
described. I see him
every day...when I look
in the mirror.

John “Butch” Dale is a
retired teacher and
County Sheriff. He has
also been the librarian
at Darlington the past
36 years, and is a well-
known artist and
author of local history.
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