
FOR THE 21 or 22 of you
(statistics show more of you
have started following me!)
who read my scribbles, you
know from time to time I
dabble in sports. For the
non-sports fans, I apologize. 
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TODAY’S QUOTE

The Paper appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank

MARTHA CRAFT
 for subscribing!

Get an eye exam regularly – some eye
diseases don’t have any symptoms until it’s

too late.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John
Roberts. Be sure to catch his column each week in

The Paper and online at www.thepaper24-7. com

THREE THINGS
You Should Know
CenterPoint Energy is currently accepting applications for this year’s
Community Safety Grant Program through May 31, 2025. The
company will award grants of up to $2,500 for local governmental
agencies to fund community safety equipment and safety-related
projects within CenterPoint's electric and natural gas service areas in
Indiana, Minnesota, Ohio and Texas. Since launching the program in
2003, CenterPoint has awarded more than $3.25 million in grants for
over 1,600 safety-related projects in communities throughout the
company’s footprint. To learn more about CenterPoint’s commitment
to the communities it serves and to apply for a Community Safety
Grant, visit CenterPointEnergy.com/Community. 
 
Solving a Rubik’s Cube is a challenge for most people. For a team of
students from Purdue University’s Elmore Family School of Electrical
and Computer Engineering, it became an opportunity to redefine the
limits of speed, precision and automation—and officially make history.
Meet Purdubik’s Cube — a high-speed robotic system that now holds
the Guinness World Record for “Fastest robot to solve a puzzle cube,"
clocking in at a jaw-dropping 0.103 seconds. That’s faster than the
blink of an eye — and nearly three times faster than the previous
official record of 0.305 seconds, set by Mitsubishi Electric engineers
in Japan in May 2024. The Purdue team, Junpei Ota, Aden Hurd,
Matthew Patrohay, and Alex Berta, has not only shattered that record,
but now has the official Guinness certification to prove it.
 
A 29-year-old Evansville woman with a drug-abuse history who rolled
over in bed atop her infant son, asphyxiating him to death, will remain
behind bars following successful arguments by Attorney General Todd
Rokita’s appeals team to uphold her conviction on neglect charges. At
the time of the tragic incident on June 8, 2022, Taylor Smith was in
violation of a court order forbidding her to be alone with the 12-day-
old child. She also rejected the advice of child welfare officials that
she refrain from co-sleeping with the child, especially when under the
influence of drugs or alcohol. Smith is serving a 30-year prison
sentence on the neglect and drugs charges. The child’s father also
pleaded guilty to neglect charges. 
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Lena is a female shepherd
available to foster to adopt from
The Animal Welfare League of
Montgomery County (AWL) since
9/2/24. Lena loves going out for
walks, playing in a fenced yard,
and will gladly sit for treats.
Lena is looking for her best
friend. Could that be you?

MONTGOMERY 
MINUTE
Looking for a job? The U.S. Postal
Service wants to talk to you! There are
plenty of opportunities for job seekers
to ask questions and receive assistance
during Postal Service Job Fairs across
the state in May. The Job Fairs will be
held on Thursday, May 22, to fill
immediate openings. The positions pay
up to $20.38 per hour, plus benefits. In
Montgomery County, go to the
Crawfordsville Post Office, 300 E Main
St. Thursday between 10 a.m. and 2
p.m.

What a great time of year to be a
Hoosier! Let’s go racing! Only
thing we’re missing is Jim
Nabors!

BUTCH
DALE
Columnist

During most of
the years that I
was a police
officer, I
worked the
night shift.
Even after I
was elected
Sheriff, I

worked that shift, as that is
when most of the serious
situations and accidents
occur. In addition to all of
the administrative duties, I
worked the road and
responded to all types of
crimes and incidents.

One thing is for certain. At
night, you meet all types of
people. Here is one

See WABASH Page A4

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the
thoughts that I think toward

you, saith the LORD, thoughts
of peace, and not of evil, to

give you an expected end.

"The truth will set you free, but first it
will make you miserable."
James A. Garfield

Years ago the boss was asked why
he was considering enlisting in the
Navy. He said that his father said
it’d be a good idea. Someone asked
him what his father did and the
boss quickly said, “He’s in the
Army.”

Notes found
scribbled on the
back of a 1973
Indiana Pacers-
Kentucky
Colonels
scorecard . . .

* * *

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

The League of Women
Voters, open to men as
well as women, is a
nonpartisan, multi-issue
political organization that
encourages informed and
active participation in
government. For
information about the
Montgomery County LWV,
visit: www.lwvmontcoin.
org or message to LWV, PO
Box 101, Crawfordsville,
Indiana 47933.

There’s a lot of
chatter these
days about the
future of
Indiana’s
public libraries,
and the
Crawfordsville
District Public
Library has not

escaped the rumor mill.
With changes to the
property tax code and
federal funding cuts making
headlines, some in the
community worry that
beloved library services will
disappear overnight. But a
closer look at how Indiana
libraries are funded – and a
candid conversation with
Theresa Tyner, CDPL’s head
of library services – shows
that reality is far less dire
than the myths suggest.

First, it’s important to
understand how Indiana
libraries like CDPL are
funded. For CDPL, the lion’s
share of the budget – about
75 to 80 percent – comes
from local property taxes,
the formula for which is
changing, as we noted in our
conversation with Mayor
Todd Barton in last week’s
column. Other sources
include state taxes, a
portion of local income tax
distributions, donations and
some grants and proceeds
from fundraising activities
like the monthly book sale –
which supports reading
programs for all ages.

Tyner said that this year
marks a pivotal moment for
CDPL’s finances: the
library’s 20-year mortgage
will finally be paid off. While
this is cause for celebration,
it also means the library
loses a dedicated debt levy
and a significant portion of
its local income tax funding,
which was tied to that bond.
Already, CDPL has seen a
$26,000 drop in LIT
receipts, and next year, the
loss could climb to
$146,000.

However, Tyner and her

See LWV Page A5

Wabash College graduates
marked the end of one
chapter and the beginning
of another during the 187th
commencement ceremony,
receiving their diplomas
and proudly walking under
the Senior Arch.
 
Trustees, faculty, staff,
students and their families
filled into Little Giant
Stadium, where President
Scott Feller rang in the
Class of 2025 four years
ago. This time they sat
shoulder to shoulder
rather than six-feet apart—
marking the first class to
be both rung in and rung
out on Frank Navarro Field.

“Focus on building lifelong
relationships with
roommates, fraternity
brothers and teammates,”
Feller said at the ringing in

Wabash: ‘Create the World We Want to Inherit’

ceremony in August 2021.
“Make your Wabash
journey enriching, engaging
and intellectually
challenging in life-changing

ways.”

Now on the other side of
their Wabash College
experience, the 186 men in
the class of 2025
celebrated their
accomplishments and
received their diplomas
from Feller. 
 
“I remember asking you an
important question on that
sunny August afternoon
when I rang you in,” said
Feller. “I asked you: ‘How
will you ensure that – four
years from now – you are
not looking back with

Luis Rivera III Logan Weilbaker

Butch Recalls Strange Visitors From Another Planet
example . . . As I patrolled
through New Ross late one
night there was a fellow
standing in front of the
post office. He was tall
and had on bib overalls. I
stopped, rolled down my
window, "What are you
doing?"...to which he
replied, "Hitchhiking."

"Well, I don't think anyone
is going to pick you up at 2
o'clock in the morning . . .
Get in . . . where do you
want to go?"

"Home, on down the
road."

The fellow hopped in the

front seat of my patrol car,
and I headed north out of
town.

A few seconds later, the
man pulled out a large
switchblade knife and held
it in front of me, "See this
knife? Sharp, ain't it?"

I slowly eased my right
hand down on the grip of
my Smith & Wesson
revolver.

"You know what I've been
doin' Sheriff? Cuttin' the
heads off copperhead
snakes."

See BUTCH Page A3

LWV Talks
Future
Of Library

Wandering Off Beaten Path Into Sports
But then again, this gives
you a few extra minutes to
do something with your
day.

* * *
FORGIVE me, but the
national media – and even
some of our state folks –
drive me batty. Have you
been listening to the
“experts” on TV and radio
talk about the Pacers? If
not, the takeaways are:

The Pacers are a
“surprise” team

They are playing well
above their paygrade
The playoff run is
about to end in the
conference finals
And should the
unlikely occur and the
Pacers make the NBA
finals, they are
destined to lose

Bullpuckey, bullpuckey
and bullpuckey!

See TIM Page A3
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Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.
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TODAY
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Dec. 31, 2016 - Jan. 2, 2017

crawfordsvilleweather.com

 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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 ▪QUOTE OF THE DAY
“There should be a special place in hell for 
fathers who abandon their children.”

— Nikki Giovanni

 ▪TODAY’S VERSE
Galatians 2:20 I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.

 ▪THREE THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW

1.The U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Indiana 
recently granted the ACLU of 

Indiana’s request for a preliminary 
injunction against Indiana University 
over its “expressive activity” policy. 
The Court found that the policy likely 
violates the First Amendment. In a 
lawsuit filed last year, the ACLU of 
Indiana argued that the policy was 
overly broad because it prohibited 
“expressive activity” between the 
hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m., even 
when the activity is not disruptive. 
Finding that the plaintiffs are likely to 
succeed in the lawsuit, the prelimi-
nary injunction temporarily prohibits 
IU from enforcing the policy while 
the case moves forward. 

2. Indiana food and beverage 
companies served up their 
best products to a global 

audience of foodservice profes-
sionals at the National Restaurant 
Association Show, held recently 
in Chicago. “The National Restau-
rant Association Show provides an 
incredible platform for Indiana’s food 
businesses to shine,” said Lt. Gov. 
Micah Beckwith, Indiana’s Secretary 
of Agriculture. “Having six Hoosier 
companies showcase their locally 
crafted products to thousands of 
industry professionals is a testament 
to Indiana’s vibrant food and bever-
age innovation.” Six Hoosier compa-
nies showcased their locally crafted 
products to thousands of industry 
professionals looking for the next 
great addition to their menus and 
markets. They were: Culver Duck in 

Middlebury, Old Major Market in Indi-
anapolis, Tell City Pretzel Company 
in Jasper, Triple XXX Root Beer in 
West Lafayette, Tulip Tree Creamery 
in Indianapolis and Smoking Goose 
Charcuterie in Indianapolis.

3. Our friends at Gambling ‘N 
Go asked 3,056 respondents 
to rate their favorite parks 

on real-life factors like field quality, 
sports options, amenities, crowd 
size and that all-important “vibe” 
score. Three Hoosier green spaces 
were rated among the best in the 
U.S., Brown County State Park, 
Eagle Creek Park and Fort Harrison 
State Park. Some of the tops in the 
country? Central Park, New York, 
the Great Smoky Mountains Nation-
al Park in Tennessee, Myrtle Beach 
State Park and, of course, Golden 
Gate Park in San Francisco.

 ▪JOKE OF THE DAY
June Bugs are like College Dropouts.
They sleep all day, they party at night, and 
after a month, you don’t see them any-
more.
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Montgomery Minute
The Master Gardeners of 
Montgomery County along with 
Purdue Extension - Montgomery 
County will hold a Native Plant 
Jamboree Saturday, 7 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Montgom-
ery County 4-H Fairgrounds. 
Native Plants Unlimited of 
Fishers and ProGreen Nursery 
will have more than 100 variet-
ies of Native Plants for sale. In 
addition, we will have booths 

from the Indiana Native Plant 
Society of Lafayette, Montgom-
ery County Soil & Water District, 
the Seed Library at Crawfords-
ville District Public Library and 
others. Tricia Herr, Extension 
Educator/Agriculture & Natural 
Resources, will have a seminar 
at 10:30 on the Importance of 
Native Plants. There will be an 
activity for the kids to participate 
in also.

Near as I can tell, those Kings 
Hawaiian 
rolls are 
about the 
closest 
thing to 
eating 
grandma’s 
noodle 
dough I’ve 
run across 
in the last 
60 or so years!
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By Dr. Amit Arwindekar
Medical Director at UnitedHealthcare Global

 As the weather gets warmer 
and the school year ends, 
many Indiana residents may 
be planning a vacation. While 
some prefer a staycation, 86 
percent of Americans plan 
to travel out of state and 50 
percent plan to travel inter-
nationally.

Everyone hopes their trip 
will go smoothly, but more 
than 1 in 4 Americans report 
getting sick or hurt on a 
vacation and 56 percent 
needed medical treatment as 
a result. To help you priori-
tize a healthy and safe trip, 
consider these tips:

Check-in with your prima-

Dear Rusty: I just turned 
65 years old in Febru-
ary 2025. I need to sign 
up for Social Security 
but don’t even know 
where to start. Signed: 
Seeking Assistance 

Dear Seeking: It is 
fairly easy to sign up 
for your Social Securi-
ty benefits, by either calling 
the Social Security Admin-

istration at 1.800.772.1213 
or your local SS office, 
to make a telephone 
appointment to apply, 
or by completing your 
application for Social 
Security benefits online 
at www.ssa.gov/apply. 
However, to apply for 
benefits online you 

will need to first create your 
personal “my Social Securi-

ty” account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. Once you have 
your personal account set up, 
you can apply directly from 
that account and also see an 
estimate of your SS benefits at 
different ages. 

You may already be aware 
that age 65 is not your Social 
Security full retirement age, 
or “FRA.” Your FRA is when 
you get 100% of the benefit 

you’ve earned from a lifetime 
of working. By taking bene-
fits at age 65, your monthly 
amount will be reduced 
(to about 87% of your FRA 
amount; a permanent reduc-
tion). Born in 1960, your FRA 
is age 67, which means you 
will be taking your SS benefit 
about two years early and also 

 ▪BOOMER BITS

How Do I Apply for Social Security? 

ASK RUSTY
Social Security 

Adviser

Tips to Help You Stay 
Healthy on Summer TravelMore than 350,000 

out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrests occur in the United 
States each year, and 90% of 
people who have a cardiac 
arrest will not survive. The 
American Heart Association, 
devoted to changing the 
future to a world of health-
ier lives for all, is calling on 
parents and families to make 
this summer as safe as it is 
fun.

According to the American 

Heart Association, more than 
23,000 children experience 
cardiac arrest each year, with 
nearly 40 percent related to 
sports and nearly 20 per-
cent occurring in infants. If 
performed immediately, CPR 
can double or even triple a 
person’s chance of survival, 
yet less than half of people 
actually receive the help they 
need from a bystander. With 

Make Summer Safe, Fun

Nestled amidst the lush 
greenery, the garden area of 
the wedding venue at Stone 
Creek Lodge offers a breath-
taking setting for your special 
day. Meticulously landscaped, 
it features a blend of vibrant 
flowers, manicured hedges, 
and a stone pathway that 
creates an enchanting atmo-
sphere.

The highlight of this serene 
area of Stone Creek Lodge is 
a stunning waterfall, which 
cascades gracefully down, 
filling the air with a sooth-
ing, natural melody. This 
tranquil sound enhances the 
romantic ambience, perfect 

If you go
Who: Flower Lovers 
Garden Club
What: 17th Annual Gar-
den & Arts Tour
When: Sunday June 29 
11-5 (Rain or Shine)
Cost: This is a ticketed 
event and tickets are 
$12, 12 and under free 
at ProGreen Garden 
Center, Davidson’s 
Greenhouse,Ryan’s 
Flowers, Country Hearts 
& Flowers, Just Be-
cause, Milligan’s Flow-
ers and Crawfordsville 
Library. 
Tickets: Available the 
day of the tour at Pike 
Place from 11-2

Stone Creek Lodge Next 
on 17th Annual Tour

At the heart of this area, a charming pergola stands as a 
focal point, above the waterfall. Flower Lovers Garden Club See Tour Page 3

See Fun Page 3

See Rusty Page 3

See Travel Page 3

Ready to Blast  
Some Berries?
The public is invited to par-
ticipate in the Montgomery 
County Historical Society’s 
Inaugural Berry Blast Com-
petition at this year’s Straw-
berry Festival on Saturday 
June 14!
Competitors will test their 
homemade catapults to see 
who can launch the farthest!
The event will take place 
from 1-3 p.m. at Lane Place 
and there will be three age 
categories: Youth, ages 8-12; 
Teen, ages 13-18; Adult, 
ages 19 and up.
First-place winners for each 
age group will win $100 and 
second place for each age 
group will win $50. 
You can sign up to participate 
online through our website, 
each entry is $10.  The web 
address is https://www.lane-
mchs.org/2025-berry-blast-
ing.
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Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.
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TODAY
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Dec. 31, 2016 - Jan. 2, 2017
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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 ▪BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA

Do You Recognize This  
1966 Coal Creek Graduate?
HINT: She married a classmate who was 
the star athlete on the basketball team.
Answer on Page 5

Back in the day, just about every farmer had at least one milk cow to supply the family with milk and 
cream. Shown above are my cousins, Donnie and Dick Dale in the 1940s trying their best to milk 
old Bossie, while their little brother David watches.

 ▪BACK IN THE DAY

 SMASH Saturdays 
– short for Science, 
Math, Art, Space, and 
History – will be held 
on five Saturdays this 
summer, from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m. During each drop-
in event, there will be in-
structor-led activities as 
well as opportunities to 
free explore. Each Satur-
day will feature a differ-
ent topic, and participa-
tion is free.

We kickoff with Art this 
Saturday. Laurie Vellner, 
Crawfordsville Middle 
School art teacher, will 
lead three activities: rock 
painting, origami paper 
folding, and watercolor 
painting. All materials 
will be provided, and 
participants will be able 
to take their art projects 
home with them.

In addition to the 
SMASH Saturdays activ-
ities, the Carnegie Mu-
seum’s annual Summer 
at the Museum program 
is currently underway. 
This free program lets 
kids ages 4-12 earn priz-
es for completing ac-
tivities at the museum. 
Summer at the Museum 

activities include scaven-
ger hunts, science exper-
iments, crafts, puzzles, 
and much more. This 
year’s program features 
the museum’s Con-
struction Zone! and two 
other building spaces.

During the months of 
June and July, the Car-
negie Museum will be 
open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and other 
times by appointment. 
In August, we will re-
turn to our normal pub-
lic hours of Wednesday 
through Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admis-
sion to the Carnegie 
Museum is free, and the 
building is wheelchair 
and stroller accessible.

SMASHing  
Good Times 
The full SMASH Sat-
urdays schedule is: ▪ Art – June 7 ▪ Space – June 21 ▪ Science – June 
28 ▪ History – July 12 ▪ Math – July 19
 

SMASH Saturdays 
Coming to Carnegie

Congressman Jim Baird 
(IN-04) and Representa-
tive Andrea Salinas (OR-
06) recently introduced 
the NSF and USDA Inter-
agency Research Act to 
strengthen a longstand-
ing interagency research 
partnership between the 
National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) and the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) to promote 
cross-cutting and collab-
orative research and de-
velopment to enhance ag-
ricultural sustainability 
through advanced tech-
nological solutions.

“As a farmer myself, 
our agriculture industry 
should have access to cut-
ting-edge technologies, 
including artificial intelli-
gence, to transform farm-
ing practices, improve se-
vere weather predictions, 
better protect our crops, 
and grow crop yields,” 
Baird said. “Operating 
in a silo is never a good 
practice when it comes 
to research and develop-
ment. By strengthening 
the partnership between 
the NSF and USDA, we 
can drive innovation, 
produce groundbreaking 
research, and tackle chal-
lenges facing our agricul-
tural sector.”

“Our bill will empow-
er the National Science 
Foundation and Depart-
ment of Agriculture to 
collaborate on research, 
development, and educa-
tional activities related to 
agriculture,” Salinas said. 
“It would support our ru-
ral communities by devel-
oping strong workforce 
pathways, and it would 
ensure local producers 
can take advantage of 
the latest technologies. 
As our climate chang-
es, farmers increasingly 
face changing growing 
seasons, worsening wild-
fires, and more frequent 
extreme weather events. 
This affects consumers 
too, who pay for these 
disruptions in the form 
of higher grocery prices. 
I thank Rep. Baird for his 
partnership on this leg-
islation to ensure rural 
communities and farmers 
have the tools they need 
to thrive.”

Baird Bill Promotes Ag Research, Innovation

The bill Congressman Jim Baird co-sponsored will strengthen a long-
standing interagency research partnership between the National Science 
Foundation and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. File photo
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for exchanging vows or 
capturing unforgettable 
moments in photos.

At the heart of this 
area, a charming pergola 
stands as a focal point, 
above the waterfall. This 
picturesque structure 
offers shade and shel-

ter, providing a beau-
tiful backdrop for your 
ceremony or a peaceful 
retreat for guests.

Whether bathed in 
sunlight or glowing un-
der soft evening lights, 
the combination of the 
waterfall, pergola, and 
landscaping creates an 
idyllic setting that will 
make your event truly 

magical.
An added attraction to 

this stop on the Garden 
& Arts Tour is the Flow-
er Lovers Garden Club’s 
Plant Sale. A popular 
feature on the club’s 
previous garden tours, 
be sure to check out 
the variety of outdoor 
plants, native plants, 
houseplants etc. 

school out for summer, 
children will be away 
from teachers and 
coaches who might be 
trained in CPR, making 
it crucial for parents to 
know this life-saving 
skill.

 The Association offers 
this checklist for a heart 
healthy summer and 
beyond:

Learn CPR and join the 
Nation of Lifesavers™. In 
Indiana, families can take 
an online CPR course, 
watch a 60-second video 
to learn Hands-Only CPR 
for adults or watch this 
video to learn how to save 
an infant or child using 
CPR with breaths. Travel-
ers can also get trained 
in Hands-Only CPR in 
about five minutes while 
they wait for their flights 
with an airport kiosk, 
located in airports across 
the country. For more 
information on how to 
learn CPR, visit heart.
org/nation.  

Pick one healthy habit 
for you and your family 
to work on. Staying on 
track with your family’s 
health goals during sum-
mer can be a challenge. 
Set manageable goals 
and choose one aspect 
of physical or mental 
health to focus on. The 
American Heart Asso-
ciation’s Life’s Essential 
8™ are key measures for 
improving and maintain-
ing cardiovascular health 
throughout your life: 
embrace healthy eating, 
move your body, quit 

tobacco, sleep well, main-
tain a healthy weight, 
control cholesterol, keep 
blood sugar in check and 
know the blood pressure 
basics. There’s even a 
Life’s Essential 8 for kids.

Plan ahead.  Schedule 
doctor’s appointments 
and refill prescriptions 
to make sure you have 
enough medication to 
get home safely if you’re 
traveling. Check if your 
summer destination 
has an emergency plan 
or cardiac emergency 
response plan (CERP) in 
place. A CERP establish-
es specific steps to reduce 
death from cardiac arrest 
in any setting – be it a 
school, community or-
ganization, workplace or 
sports facility.

Join a local Heart Walk. 
Every walker who joins 
and every dollar donat-
ed means more people 
trained in lifesaving CPR, 
more lifesaving research 
funded and longer, 
healthier lives for every-

one. In Indiana, Heart 
Walks will take place 
in Indianapolis (Sept. 
20) and in Lake County 
(Sept. 27).

“Summer is a time for 
fun and relaxation. It’s 
also a great opportunity to 
make sure you’re prepared 
in an emergency,” said 
Haley Rudolph, executive 
director in Indianapolis. 
“We each have to do our 
part to model health for 
our families and com-
munities, whether that 
means organizing a CPR 
training at work, sched-
uling check-ups for the 
family or finally quitting 
tobacco.”

The American Heart 
Association is committed 
to turning a nation of 
bystanders into lifesav-
ers. The long-term goal: 
to ensure that in the face 
of a cardiac emergency, 
anyone, anywhere, is 
prepared and empow-
ered to perform CPR and 
become a vital link in the 
chain of survival.

means that – if you are 
still working – you will be 
subject to Social Securi-
ty’s Annual Earnings Test 
(AET). The AET limits 
how much you can earn 
before some of your ben-
efits are taken away. For 
2025, the annual earn-
ings limit is $23,400 and, 
if that is exceeded, SS will 
take back $1 in benefits 
for every $2 you are over 
the limit (they take ben-
efits back by withholding 
future payments long 
enough to recover what 
you owe). 

So, you can apply for 
your Social Security ben-
efits, as indicated above, 
either online or by calling 
SS for an appointment. 
Just be aware that by 
applying at age 65 your 
benefit will be perma-

nently reduced, and you 
will be subject to Social 
Security’s earnings limit 
(the earnings limit lasts 
until you reach your FRA, 
after which you can earn 
as much as you like with-
out penalty). 

Also, because you are 
65, if you wish to enroll 
in Medicare, please be 
aware that you don’t 
need to take your Social 
Security benefits to enroll 
in Medicare. You can 
enroll in Medicare (only) 
by calling Social Security 
as explained above or 
enrolling in Medicare on-
line. Here is a link which 
explains how to enroll in 
only Medicare: https://
www.ssa.gov/medicare/
sign-up.

I hope this information 
is helpful, and please 
know that the AMAC 
Foundation is always 
available to answer your 
questions. If it’s easier, 

you can also speak direct-
ly to one of our certified 
Social Security Advisors 
by calling us during 
normal EST business 
hours at 1.888.750.2622. 
We cannot submit your 
SS application for you, 
but we can answer all 
questions you have about 
applying. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. Russell Gloor 
is the, National Social 
Security Advisor at the 
AMAC Foundation, the 
non-profit arm of the 
Association of Mature 
American Citizens. To 
submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org.

Rusty
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Tour
Continued from Page 1

ry care doctor before 
traveling. Schedule an 
appointment with your 
doctor prior to your 
vacation. During your 
visit, inform your doctor 
of your travel plans to 
see how best to support 
your health while trav-
eling, including getting 
any recommended or 
required vaccinations. 
Before leaving, refill 
any prescriptions you 
might need while away 
and pack enough to last 
your entire trip. Check 
travel health informa-
tion and recent travel 
notices for destinations 
abroad so you know 
what to expect when 
you arrive.

If you haven’t had an 
annual wellness exam 
and preventive screen-
ings recently, this may 
be a good time to make 
sure you are on top of 
any health concerns. 
Health plans usually 
cover preventive care, 
which means you may 
pay $0 out of pocket for 
certain covered preven-
tive services if you go to 
a network provider.

You may also consider 
options like virtual vis-
its for non-emergency 
care. Virtual visits may 
be both cost-effective 
and more convenient. 

Talk to your health 
plan and doctor about 
virtual care options 
that might be available 
to you while traveling. 
Virtual care may help 
you quickly and afford-
ably access needed care 
with a network provider 
while on the road.

Pack properly and 
make sure you have 
enough essentials. Prior 
to leaving home, check 
the weather at your 
destination and pack 
accordingly. Prepare a 
travel health kit with es-
sentials like hand sani-
tizer, over-the-counter 
medications, sunscreen 
and bug spray. Remem-
ber to pack important 
items like prescription 
medications in your 
carry-on luggage in the 
event of an emergency, 
or if your checked bags 
get lost during travel.

Take care of your health 
during your vacation. 
Physical activity may 
help reduce stress and 
promote well-being. 
Plan to incorporate some 
form of activity during 
your vacation, such as 
sightseeing walks, bike 
rides or daytime hikes. 
To help avoid dehydra-
tion, carry a water bottle 
and refill it throughout 
the day. Also, make sure 
to wear and reapply sun-
screen to protect your 
skin and use bug spray to 
keep yourself safe from 

bug bites.
Prepare for possible jet 

lag. Data shows that 60-
70 percent of long-dis-
tance travelers may ex-
perience some form of jet 
lag. Preparing for time 
changes and getting good 
sleep prior to travel may 
help reduce symptoms 
of jet lag. Make sure to 
drink lots of water. At 
your destination, soak in 
the sunlight as this may 
help reset your internal 
clock to help promote 
better sleep, which may 
be key to reducing jet 
lag and supporting your 
immune system.

Consider travel medical 
insurance and travel 
protection. Accidents 
happen. That’s why it’s 
important to be prepared 
for the unexpected. That 
may include making 
sure you have health 
coverage while you’re 
away, which may help 
you avoid major costs in 
the event of an accident 
or sudden illness. If you 
plan to travel, check with 
your health plan to see 
what coverage you may 
have at your destination 
— especially if you’re 
traveling internationally 
as many health plans 
may not cover medical 
expenses while abroad.

These tips may help 
you stay on top of your 
health so you can enjoy a 
worry-free vacation and 
return home reenergized.

Travel
Continued from Page 1

The American Heart Association
The American Heart Association is a relent-
less force for a world of longer, healthier 
lives. Dedicated to ensuring equitable health 
in all communities, the organization has 
been a leading source of health information 
for more than one hundred years. Sup-
ported by more than 35 million volunteers 
globally, we fund groundbreaking research, 
advocate for the public’s health, and pro-
vide critical resources to save and improve 
lives affected by cardiovascular disease and 
stroke. By driving breakthroughs and imple-
menting proven solutions in science, policy, 
and care, we work tirelessly to advance 
health and transform lives every day. Con-
nect with us on heart.org, Facebook, X or by 
calling 1-800-AHA-USA1.

The 17th Annual Garden & Arts Tour visits Stone Creek Lodge. Flower 
Lovers Garden Club

 The Indiana Chapter of 
the American Planning 
Association has awarded 
American Structurepoint 
and the City of Crawfords-
ville an honorable mention 
for outstanding economic 
development, celebrating 
their strategic efforts to 
drive local growth.

 American Structure-
point’s Planning + Eco-
nomic Development 
Group partnered with 
Crawfordsville leaders to 
create the Crawfordsville 
Retail Recruitment Strat-
egy Plan. The data-driven 

plan includes a retail gap 
analysis that identified the 
city’s retail potential. It 
also outlines several strat-
egies to provide a clear 
path for future growth, 
particularly in attracting 
grocery retailers.

 “Our goal was to create 
a practical, digestible plan 
that city leaders could im-
mediately act on,” said 
American Structurepoint 
Planning + Economic De-
velopment Group Leader 
Matthew O’Rourke. “We 
are grateful for the op-
portunity to help Craw-

fordsville position itself 
for long-term success in 
attracting retailers.”

 American Structure-
point’s planning experts 
conducted a detailed anal-
ysis of consumer demand 
for various business cate-
gories. The team then de-
veloped targeted strategies 
to market Crawfordsville 
to commercial developers 
and national retailers. Re-
sults from the study have 
led to new economic devel-
opment in Crawfordsville, 
including the construc-
tion of a new ALDI store.

City, Architecture Firm Win Award

 ▪LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Reader Takes 
Issue With  
Response

Dear Editor,
It never ceases to amaze 

me how simply stating 
facts can set off the lunatic 
fringe. John Roberts’ 
pathetic response to my 
recent letter to the editor 
is a perfect example. His 
senseless diatribe no more 

addressed the issues I 
raised than the man in the 
moon. But then, that’s the 
norm for Democrats, who 
always ignore the truth 
and instead resort to vir-
tue signalling, distraction 
and panic peddling. The 
man had the unmitigated 
audacity to not only blame 
President Trump for 
COVID, but for the high 
rate of unemployment as 

a result of the pandemic. 
Who in his right mind 
would do such a thing 
-- in writing, no less?  
Roberts chose to dig deep 
into a thesaurus to try to 
impress readers rather 
than attempt to defend his 
party’s positions. It didn’t 
work.

Ron Carmony
Former resident of 

Crawfordsville
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 ▪SOUTHMONT HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL 2024-2025
Semester 2
 ▪ Grade 9 High Honor Roll: 

Annie Alesi, Zoee Arthur, Jasmine 
Ashment, Owen Ball, Ella Barry, 
Ava Bradshaw, Paxton Burris, 
Brita Cleek, Daxton Cottrell, Eze-
kiel Endicott, Jenna Evans, Gavyn 
Gleason, Hannah Hester, Madison 
Hester, Makinzie Highland, Judah 
Hoenshell, Emberlyn Hoskins-
Sprague, Ethan Hutchison, Kata-
rina Jennings, Rebekah Johnson, 
Roslyn Keck, Margaret Klein, 
McKiah Lairson, Ella Largent, 
David Long, Mariah Luera, Claire 
McCutchan, Caden Miller, Ziva 
Moody, Arlon Musick, Lillie Oten-
burg, Carter Pattengale, Rhys 
Pearson, Kaycee Perez, Camryn 
Priebe, Naomi Quasebarth, Astrid 
Rabeyrin, Amy Roeder, Kaelynn 
Sanburn, Damien Severe, Lane 
Slavens, Hunter Thompson, Liam 
Trautwein, Allison Turner, Kaylee 
Turner, Elizabeth Veach, Kaylee 
Wallace, Ava Wells. ▪ Grade 9 Regular Honor Roll:  
Madisen Bensen, Jackson Brown, 
Isabella Cade, Emily Campbell, 
Kooper Charles, Isabella Colombo, 
Graci Cornelius, Hayden Cornelius, 
Bethany Cregger, Reva Douglas, 
Jasper Evans, Ella France, Kaleb 
Frazier, Jackson Fruits, Brayden Ful-
lenwider, Creed Gardner, Maggie Gil-
liland, Emma Gleason, Aubrey Hall, 
Vivyan Haltom, Hayden Harkrider, 
Lakynn Hart, Quentin Hartman, 
Maycie Jennings, Bryor Johnson, 
Makenzie Lacy, Marli Lawrence, 

Haiden Leslie, Sophia Lockard, 
Paul Malone, Lucas Mitchell, Keelyn 
Pruitt, Marin Rhoads, Drake Severe, 
Malcom Simpson, Molly Slavens, 
Khloe Spencer, Espen Sutton, Ca-
den White, Brooklynn Willhite, Lillian 
Zimmerman.  ▪ Grade 10 High Honor Roll:  
Indeya Albertson, Alizabeth Brown, 
Makenzie Clate, Emmalie Dexter, 
Jacea Edwards, Alicia France, Pax-
ton Gentry, Jaiden Golladay, Layla 
Gomez, Landon Grimes, Eden Her-
nandez, Addison Kendricks, Claire 
Kessler, Dean McGaughey, Hayden 
Overfelt, Luke Parker, Trent Reeves, 
Natalie Rhoads, Addilynn Riggen, 
Amarah Shannon, Layla Shaw, 
Hunter Slavens, Lauren Snider, 
Layla Testerman, Marlena Trautwein, 
Alexis Weiler, Molly Williams, Mak-
inzie Wood, Lennon Woods. ▪ Grade 10 Regular Honor Roll:  
Teddy Bacchus, Kamryn Beard, 
Isaac Becerril, Andrew Blaydes, 
Savannah Bradley, Lily Bushong, 
Roarie Bushong, Bronson Clark, 
Brayden Cochran, Jayden Con-
rad, Kyler Coudret, Tyler Cregger, 
Samantha Crosby, McCallister 
Dalton, Kayden Davis,  Lillian 
Davis, Jaycee Geralds, Gavin 
Gray, Natalie Hester, Kimber Hill, 
Kaylee Knox, Tristan Lane, Cam-
den Laney, Emerie Lieske, Em-
ily Link, Davis Solomon Mason, 
Keanu Mcqueen, Samaya Morton, 
Olivia Phelps, Abel Prado, Madelyn 
Roberts, Michael Schindler, Cooper 
Scott, Macy Scott, Daniel Simpson, 

Rhianah Smith, Jessica Starnes, 
William Stumph, Jaycee Todd. ▪ Grade 11 High Honor Roll:  
Parker Church, Konner Conkright, 
Elijah Cornett, Darby Cottrell, Caro-
line Cox, Taylan Dinius, Mackenzie 
Douglas, Isabella Elless, Karley 
Fisher, Camden Haile, Collin Hall , 
Haylee Hall, Jolie Hoenshell, Rile-
igh Hoopert, Jozee Jones, James-
on Keough, Mallory Liffick, Ginevra 
Mancusi, Owen McCutchan, Kolie 
Murphy, Flora Nunes DeCarvalho, 
Kadee Plank, Carson Powell, Ken-
dyll Priebe, Luc Rabeyrin, Chloey 
Ross, Sophia Shannon, McKenna 
Skelton, Ian Snook, Avery Stadler, 
Avery Stokes, Heath Tolliver, Tyler 
Walls, Emilee Wethington. ▪ Grade 11 Regular Honor 
Roll:  Lauren Arthur, Christopher 
Badillo, Brooklyn Bensen, Cloe 
Blankenship, Andrew Bliss, Cohen 
Bradley, Jacklin Bussell, Spencer 
Cass, Cale Chadd, Jaysa Crull, 
Sam Crum, James Elliot, Gabriel 
Faulk, Austin Foley, Tyler Godwin, 
Kyleigh Johnson, Ethan Keck, 
Myah Knox, Chazz Long, Brayden 
Mason, Madison Minor, Kate My-
ers, Natalie Nelson, Alivia Newlin, 
Audrey Patterson, Shelby Perry, 
Tovi Powell, Hailey Rivers, Maxwell 
Rivers, Emma Scott, Gunnar Shirk,  
John Smaltz, Ethan Smith, Dar-
rell Starcher, Griffin Troy, Nevaeh 
Ward, Taylor Wolverton. ▪ Grade 12 High Honor Roll:  
Zoe Albertson, Caden Allen, Clay-
ton Allen, Gabe Brenda, Makayla 

Brown, Kendyll Bullerdick, Jackson 
Bushong, Jenna Calder, Heath 
Chesser, Reese Corp, Caleb Cox, 
Hunter Crosby, Lillian Davis, Hayly 
Dixon, Carson Ellenberger, Jor-
dan Endicott, Emily Fox, Christina 
Fuller, Alexander Garcia,  Char-
lotte Garver, Hunter Gray, Johna 
Gray, Aiden Gross, Jessica Hale, 
Karleigh Hall, Maggie Hall, Hilary 
Haltom, Avery Hannum, Michael 
Harden, Paul Hazlett, Chloe 
Headdy, Caitlyn Himes, Quinton 
Hunt, Micah Kiger, Mallory Leach, 
Andrew Marshall Little, Mallory 
Mason, Michael Moulton, Maximus 
Musick, Emma Myers, Lucas Oppy, 
Jacob Peck, Tyler Petroski, Elijah 
Phillips, Karston Pickett, Naomi 
Plunkett, Kylee Redman, Kylee 
Reeves, Vincent Reimondo, Cae-
leigh Reinken, Cole Rhoads, Kyn-
dale Rice, Laykin Roach, Payton 
Robbins, Krystle Sanabria, Keaira 
Sanchez, Haley Scott, Johnathan 
Severe, Ziza Sexton, Violet Shaw, 
Clair Simpson, Shylee Stewart, 
Anna Stokes, Kendra Swick, Lillien 
Taylor, Kelsey Thompson, Evan 
Watson, Evelyn Zachary. ▪ Grade 12 Regular Honor Roll:  
Adrianna Alarcon, Samuel Becerril, 
Jennille Caldwell,  Aaliyah Cousin, 
Ethan Crum, McCayden Dalton, 
Rowan Endicott, Gary Faulk, Jada 
Graves, Dylan Howell, Hunter 
McArthur, Aaron McMasters, Addi-
son Meadows, Javion Mundy, Noah 
Myers, Samuel Serrano, Adriana 
Shelton, Ally Wallace.

 ▪NORTH MONTGOMERY MIDDLE SCHOOL SEMESTER 2 - 24-25 SCHOOL YEAR
All A Honor Roll
 ▪ 6th: Christian Brown, Naomi 

Neal, Charles Powell ▪ 7th: Harper Allen, Easton Bark-
er, Colton Benge, Will Dark, Grady 
Finlayson, Brynlynn Fitch, Re-
ese Fultz, Trevor Hintz, Madison 
Horton, Isabella Hutson, Nathan 
Kamakian, IcyAnna Killian, Ethan 
King, Haleigh King, Cooper Mose-
ley, Olivia Nuppnau, Ellie Shirar, 
Graham Swyers, Alice Templeman, 
Aidan Todd ▪ 8th: Kendall Barnett, Dawson 
Bell, Warren Brown, D’let Herrera, 
Annie Hess, Garrett Hudson, Addi-
son Johnson, Korbin Lewis, Sophia 
Long, Danielle Martin, Kinley Mc-
Coy, Erin McKinney, Gracelyn Neal, 
Hattie Patton, Kendra Pulley, Emily 
Seaman, Olivia Selleck, Haydee 
Viveros, Tyler Welshimer

A/B Honor Roll
 ▪ 6th: Noah Aldridge, Meya Bauer, 

Skyler Bolgren, Ada Bonwell, Ra-
chelle Brackman, Melanie Bravo, 
Annie Brock, Caroline Brooks, 
Hunter Burge, Qwinton Carey, 
Paola Carrion, Adalyn Caswell, 
Nolan Catlin, Jaxon Cohee, Hunt-
er Conkright, Hunter Cook, Gavin 
Cope, Treycin Cope, Alexander 
Cordboa-Hueto, Harper Crawford, 
Hunter Delp, Tyler Dutton, Corah 
Edwards, Drake Elliot, Warren Em-
mert, Ethan Fruits, Londyn Gayler, 
Jaxson Hayes, Kabree Hughes, 
Matthew Hunsberger, Alaina Hunt-
er, Jozlyn Hyams, Zara Johnson, 
Leston Jones, Nolan Kelp, Chloie 
Kinnett, Cristian Lagunes Gonza-
lez, Elan Laughlin, Dixon Lutes, 
Audrey Maish, Kalisa McComas, 
Giavanni Minick, Daniel Murdock, 
Matthew Myers, Alexander Nielson, 
Kyran Oppy, Eloise Osborne, Anna-
belle Paschke, Mackenna Peebles, 
Brooklyn Pierce, Archer Schmitt, 
Shiloh Seymour, Haylee Shirley, 

Asher Simpkins, Bryson Stephens, 
Brody Temple, Kamden Tyler, Dane 
Utterback, Edgar Viveros, Scar-
lett Webb, Aaron Welch, Boston 
Wheeldon, Monroe Wilcox, Addi-
lynn Wood, Lucas Woolwine ▪ 7th: Santiago Amigon, Luke 
Arthur, Aydon Bishop, Anna Bow-
ers, Landon Bratcher, Jaxson 
Bretney, Cohen Carpenter, Malea 
Carpenter, Jillian Clark, Sophia 
Codgill, Cash Cole, Dastan Coo-
per, Westin Craig, Elli Crane, 
EmmaRae Davis, Lillyian Fletch-
er, Easton Fried, Tucker Green, 
Mason Grimes, Kaden Grundy, 
Ryan Hunter, Nolan Jeffery, Trey 
Johnson, Brighym Joyce, Austin 
Lidester, Bryson Lough, Yira Meri-
no Zamora, Kolbi Murphy, Carson 
Neal, Charles Hunter Neel, Estella 
Newton, Trystan Orduna-Reyes, 
Brayden Orr, Kayden Page, Savan-
nah Ratcliff, Phillip Rooze, Elisama 
Santana-Rodan, Strom Schenck, 

Genevieve Schultz, Cameron 
Simms, Amelia Snyder, Addison 
Stephens, Kathleen Whittinghill, 
Amelia Wilson, Ryanne Woody, 
Jackson Youngblood ▪ 8th: Guadalupe Amigon, Hen-
ry Brooks, Clayton Brown, Ethan 
Brown, Kaiden Byers, Austin 
Campbell, Jane Campbell, Adam 
Cazee, Preslee Claycomb, Wyatt 
Cornell, Parker Cowan, Anthony 
Cruz-Perez, Colee Cunningham, 
Andrew Fedor, Coleston Foxworthy, 
Ricardo Garcia, Scarlette Hamm, 
Alexander Heisel, Reagan Hernan-
dez, Ronald Herrera, Anna-Belle 
Horton, Noah Hunsberger, Landon 
Ireland, William Kendricks, Bridgette 
Laws, Ava Leader, Kipton Linzie, 
Malachi Meyers, Mary Katharine 
Patterson, Charlotte Powell, Jetta 
Rexing, Bailey Richmond, Annabelle 
Rose, Jayna Simpkins, Makenzi 
Snellenbarger, Delilah Stone, Nolan 
Warren, Conner White

Being a political con-
servative 
means 
conserving 
the values 
that have 
made our 
state and 
our country 
exceptional. 

These include traditional 
values such as hard work, 
strong families, religious 
convictions and their 
free exercise, civility, 
entrepreneurship, and 
personal responsibility. 
Conservatism also means 
defending the principles 
found in our founding 
documents such as a 
commitment to natural 

rights, limited govern-
ment, individual liberty, 
equal protection, and the 
rule of law.

For me, conservatism 
also means conserving 
the natural resources we 
all depend on like clean 
water, good soil and 
healthy air. I believe we 
can protect these re-
sources without resorting 
to heavy-handed gov-
ernment or sacrificing 
our other conservative 
principles.

One of Indiana’s most 
valuable resources is our 
soil. Too many farms al-
low this precious land to 
erode downriver and into 
other states. That’s why 
I am a strong advocate 
for our soil and water 
conservation districts 
and the important work 

they do assisting farmers 
in resilient agricultural 
practices. Conserving our 
soil also means elimi-
nating subsidies that en-
courage removing prime 
farmland from agricul-
tural production. That’s 
why I drafted and contin-
ue to advocate for Senate 
Bill 253 that would end 
these subsidies on prime 
farmland.

Another top priority 
is responsibly manag-
ing our water supply. 
While the final version 
of Senate Enrolled Act 
4 may not fully accom-
plish everything I, or our 
community want in a 
state water policy, I was 

able to amend it to the 
point that it earned my 
support.

The amendments I 
added ensure that if 
an entity attempts to 
build a pipeline from 
Tippecanoe County to 
the LEAP district in 
Boone County, or any 
other distant location, 
the project would 
need to be studied and 
approved or rejected 
based on the public 
interest. The flow of 
water would be capped, 
and the permit could 
be revoked if its terms 
are not followed.

Initially, these protec-
tions applied only to 

pipelines with capacity 
exceeding 30 million gal-
lons per day, but one of 
the amendments I passed 
reduced that threshold 
to 10 million gallons per 
day.

Do you have thoughts 
on what it means to you 
to be a conservative or 
how I can better repre-
sent your values?

State Sen. Spencer 
Deery (R-West Lafay-
ette) represents Senate 
District 23, which in-
cludes Fountain, Parke, 
Vermillion and Warren 
counties, and portions of 
Montgomery and Tippe-
canoe counties.

A Fair Prospect
As the summer sea-
son arrives, counties 
across Indiana will 
soon begin holding a 
much-loved tradition - 
county fairs.
These fairs allow 4-H 
exhibitors to showcase 
the projects they have 
worked on in recent 
months, opportunities 
for locals to support 
charitable organiza-
tions and spotlights on 
our local businesses.

Soil conservation, water supply management focus of recent bills

Sen. Spencer 
Deery

Columnist

Manuel Vasquez-
Mongia (a/k/a Manuel 
Vasquez-Mungia), 32, of 
Mexico, has been sen-
tenced to 13 months in 
federal prison followed 
by three years of su-
pervised release after 
pleading guilty to illegal 
re-entry of a removed 
alien.

According to court doc-
uments, between 2011 
and 2015, Vasquez-
Mongia was found to be 
illegally in the United 
States on seven separate 
occasions. Each time, he 

was ordered removed to 
Mexico by an immigra-
tion judge and prohibited 
from entering the United 
States for a period of five 
to twenty years.

On October 15, 2015, 
after illegally reenter-
ing the United States a 
seventh time, Vasquez-
Mongia was found guilty 
of Transportation of 
Illegal Aliens and sen-
tenced to six months in 
federal prison. Follow-
ing release, he was again 
deported to Mexico and 
prohibited from enter-

ing the United States at 
any time.

Nearly a decade later, 
on September 11, 2024, 
Vasquez-Mongia was 
located and arrested in 
Indianapolis after enter-
ing the country illegally 
for the eighth time. This 
is his fifth federal con-
viction for immigration 
offenses.

“Vasquez-Mongia has 
repeatedly shown blatant 
disregard for the law,” 
said John E. Childress, 
Acting U.S. Attorney for 
the Southern District of 

Indiana. “Despite mul-
tiple deportations and 
warnings not to return, 
he reentered almost im-
mediately—even bring-
ing others with him. He 
clearly thought he could 
evade justice, but today’s 
sentence proves other-
wise. We will continue 
working with ICE and 
our partners to locate and 
remove individuals who 
illegally enter our coun-
try.”

Immigration Customs 
and Enforcement and 
U.S. Marshals Service 

Great Lakes Regional 
Fugitive Task Force in-
vestigated this case. The 
sentence was imposed 
by U.S. District Judge 
James P. Hanlon.

Acting U.S. Attorney 
Childress thanked Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Mer-
edith Wood prosecuted 
this case.

This case is part of 
Operation Take Back 
America, a nationwide 
initiative that mar-
shals the full resourc-
es of the Department 
of Justice to repel the 

invasion of illegal im-
migration, achieve the 
total elimination of car-
tels and transnational 
criminal organizations 
(TCOs), and protect 
our communities from 
the perpetrators of vi-
olent crime. [use if 
applicable] Operation 
Take Back America 
streamlines efforts and 
resources from the De-
partment’s Organized 
Crime Drug Enforce-
ment Task Forces (OC-
DETF) and Project Safe 
Neighborhoods (PSN)

Mexican National Sentenced Following 8th Illegal Re-entry, 7th deportation
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 ▪BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA

Answer: Elaine Pendleton Lidester

This year, Black Friday 
will mean more than 
finding bargains on 
Christmas presents.

Thanks to NBC, 
Purdue will play In-
diana for the second 
time on a Friday in 
series history. Make 
plans to bundle up 
because the battle 
for the Old Oaken Bucket 
on Nov. 28 is 7:30 p.m.

The Boilermakers’ 
men’s basketball team is 
scheduled to host East-
ern Illinois the same day. 
It’s a reasonable assump-
tion that tipoff will come 
in plenty of time for fans 
to make the short walk 
from Mackey Arena to 
Ross-Ade Stadium.

Purdue fans hope histo-
ry repeats itself against 
the Hoosiers. The first 
Friday Bucket game took 
place in Bloomington 
on Nov. 24, 1995. That 
day, Mike Alstott closed 
out his Purdue career 
with a career-high 264 
rushing yards and three 
touchdowns in a 51-14 
victory against Indiana. 
Alstott also set a Purdue 
single-season record 
with 1,436 yards. The 
Boilermakers finished 
4-6-1 that year under Jim 
Colletto.

Fast forward 30 years 
and another Purdue 
running back could be 
playing his final game 
with an outside chance 
to break Alstott’s career 
record of 3,635 yards. 
Senior Devin Mockobee 
enters 2025 with 2,462 
career yards. His career 
high is 968 yards during 
his freshman season.

Purdue won’t be lacking 
motivation in this game, 
even though Mockobee 
is one of just a handful of 
Boilermakers who were 
a part of the worst loss in 
school history, 66-0.

Coming off perhaps the 
worst season in school 
history (1-11), it came as 
no surprise that Purdue’s 
first two games at home, 
Ball State on Aug. 30 and 
Southern Illinois on Sept. 
6, will be seen on the Big 
Ten Network. While Ball 
State will be a noon start, 
for some reason South-
ern Illinois will be played 
at 7:30 p.m.

CBS and Purdue legend 

Gary Danielson, who had 
the misfortune 
of calling Pur-
due’s 66-7 loss to 
Notre Dame and 
a 49-10 defeat at 
the hands of Penn 
State last season, 
hopes for a closer 
game when USC 
comes to Ross-

Ade Stadium on Sept. 13 
for the first time since 
1976. Game time is 3:30 
p.m.

Purdue gets another 
3:30 kickoff on NBC the 
following week at Notre 
Dame. The Boilermakers 
will have a night game 
(7 or 7:30) at Minnesota 
on Oct. 11. TV is yet to 
be determined. Home-
coming against Rutgers 
is noon Oct. 25. Again, 
no TV decision has been 
made.

Coming off an 11-2 
season and a berth in the 
College Football Playoffs, 
Indiana is a much more 
desirable school for the 
networks. Fox Sports 
1 will show the opener 
against Old Dominion at 
2:30 on Aug. 30, and has 
slotted the Sept. 6 con-
test against Kennesaw 
State for noon.

The first of two Friday 
night games for Indiana 
comes Sept. 12 against 
Indiana State. The Big Ten 
Network will announce 
later whether kickoff will 
be at 6:30 or 7 p.m.

Boilermaker debuts 
on Hall ballot

Ryan Kerrigan, who 
starred at defensive 
end for Purdue before 
embarking on a lengthy 
NFL career, is the lone 
Boilermaker representa-
tive on the 2026 College 
Football Hall of Fame 
ballot.

Kerrigan was a unan-
imous first-team 
All-American in 2010 
after leading the nation 
with 26 tackles for loss. 
He also tied the NCAA 
record with 14 career 
forced fumbles. Kerri-
gan led the Big Ten in 
sacks as a junior (13) and 
senior (12.5). His 33.5 
career sacks rank second 
in Purdue history.

Not on this year’s ballot 
is wide receiver Taylor 
Stubblefield, who set 

the NCAA career recep-
tions record during his 
All-American senior 
season in 2004.

Running back Vaughn 
Dunbar and quarterback 
Antwaan Randle-El 
represent Indiana once 
again on the ballot.

Notable names up for 
election include Heisman 
Trophy winners Robert 
Griffin III of Baylor, Cam 
Newton of Auburn and 
Alabama running back 
Mark Ingram. Wide 
receiver Marvin Harrison 
of Syracuse and Iowa 
tight end Dallas Clark 
give the Indianapolis 
Colts representatives on 
the ballot.

Alex Yunevich, a run-
ning back on Purdue’s 
1929 undefeated Big Ten 
championship team, is 
once again a Divisional 
Coaching nominee. Yun-
evich had six undefeated 
teams at Alfred (NY) in a 
career that spanned from 
1937-41 and 1946-76.

Instant impact?
Does Indiana have a tal-

ented successor to Kurtis 
Roarke at quarterback? 
Which of the 55 transfers 
at Purdue could make a 
name for himself during 
the 2025 college football 
season?

Those were among the 
questions Tom Fornelli 
of CBSSports.com at-
tempted to answer earlier 
this week.

“It’s possible he could 
be better than Rourke,” 
Fornelli writes of former 
California quarterback 
Fernando Mendoza. The 
numbers back up that 
speculation. In 20 games 
with the Golden Bears, 
Mendoza threw for 4,712 
yards, with 30 touch-
downs and 16 intercep-
tions.

Cornerback Ryan Turn-

er, whose college football 
journey began at Ohio 
State before matriculat-
ing to Boston College, 
is Fornelli’s choice for 
Purdue.

“He’s the kind of versa-
tile defensive back with 
whom first-year Purdue 
coach Barry Odom has 
had plenty of success,” 
Fornelli states.

Also on Fornelli’s list is 
former Purdue tight end 
Max Klare, who could 
be the beneficiary of the 
defensive attention on 
Ohio State’s NFL-caliber 
wide receivers.

Purdue atop The Ath-
letic poll

With the transfer portal 
closed and the NBA Draft 
withdrawal deadline 
passed, CJ Moore of The 
Athletic has Purdue atop 
his summer college bas-
ketball Top 25 rankings.

More interestingly, 
Moore projects Israeli 
freshman guard Omer 
Mayer and transfer 
center Oscar Cluff 
will join Purdue’s big 
three of Braden Smith, 
Fletcher Loyer and Trey 
Kaufman-Renn in the 
starting lineup when play 
begins in November.

“One coach told me 
Omer Mayer was the 
steal of the international 
signings, and his perfor-
mance at the Nike Hoops 
Summit backed that up,” 
Moore writes. “Mayer 
could start at point guard 
right now for any team in 
America. He just hap-
pens to be going to the 
one team that returns the 
best point guard in col-
lege basketball, but I’m 
convinced he and Braden 
Smith can co-exist. 
Mayer will allow Smith to 
get some rest; Purdue’s 
best team of Smith’s first 
three years running point 

had Lance Jones as a 
secondary handler.”

That team, as you know, 
won a school record 34 
games and reached the 
national championship 
game.

“Oscar Cluff and Daniel 
Jacobsen should help 
address Purdue’s ’24-25 
shortcomings: two-point 
defense and rebounding. 
The offense was already 
championship-level 
good. If the defense can 
be top-20ish, the Boiler-
makers will back up this 
preseason expectation.”

Houston, which edged 
Purdue in last season’s 
NCAA Sweet 16, is No. 2, 
followed by Connecticut, 
Michigan and Florida. 
The Big Ten also is repre-
sented by No. 11 Illinois, 
No. 18 UCLA, No. 21 
Michigan State and No. 
25 Ohio State. Among 
the teams Moore consid-
ered were Indiana, Iowa, 
Oregon and Wisconsin.

CBS joins Purdue 
bandwagon

Of the dozen Big Ten 
schools which seem to 
have reasonable NCAA 
Tournament expectations, 
Isaac Trotter of CBSSports.
com believes Purdue and 
Michigan possess the talent 
to win a national champi-
onship in 2026.

Trotter’s prospective 
starting lineup differs 
from The Athletic in that 
he retains guard C.J. 
Cox, who started the final 
23 games of his freshman 
season, alongside Braden 
Smith and Fletcher 
Loyer.

“Purdue has the fewest 
flaws of any Big Ten 
team,” Trotter writes. 
“Smith should spearhead 
an elite pick-and-roll 
offense, and Kaufman-
Renn is one of the elite 
low-post scorers who 

possesses an unguard-
able floater. Those two 
All-Americans alone give 
Purdue a chance to have 
a special season, and 
all the additions make 
sense.

“Oscar Cluff should 
buff up Purdue’s shod-
dy interior defense and 
rebounding while pro-
viding another physical 
bruiser that can use 
post-ups to punish solo 
coverage.

“Omer Mayer is yet 
another off-the-dribble 
shot-maker, which is a 
massive priority for Pur-
due coach Matt Painter, 
and Liam Murphy adds 
some 3-point shooting. 
But a healthy Daniel 
Jacobsen could be the 
biggest ‘addition’ of them 
all. The 7-4 center was 
a Day 1 starter before suf-
fering a leg injury in his 
second collegiate game. 
Cluff allows Purdue 
time to work Jacobsen 
back to full strength, but 
he’s got all the tools to 
single-handedly raise 
the floor of this Purdue 
defense with his elite 
rim protection. Plus, 
his offensive skill is so 
tantalizing.

“Oh, have we mentioned 
Fletcher Loyer, C.J. 
Cox and Gicarri Harris? 
Yeah, they’re all back too. 
Purdue could struggle 
to defend big wins and 
it’s not the most athletic 
perimeter unit in the 
country. But it has Smith, 
the best point guard in 
college basketball. And 
no one else does.”

Kenny Thompson is 
the former sports editor 
for the Lafayette Jour-
nal & Courier and an 
award-winning jour-
nalist. He has covered 
Purdue athletics for 
many years.

Ken  
Thompson 
Columnist

With TV Calling Shots, Purdue Others Stack Up Friday Games
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The Harmony Theater, 
formerly Myers Dinner 
Theatre, brings “Beehive, 
The 60s Musical” to the 
stage. This high-energy 
jukebox musical, creat-
ed by Larry Gallagher, 
features nearly 30 clas-
sic hits from the 1960s. 
“Beehive, The 60s Mu-
sical” is directed by Kate 
Walker and plays at The 
Harmony Theater June 6 
through June 29.

“Beehive” celebrates the 
powerful female voices 
of the 1960’s with such 
timeless hits as “My Boy-
friend’s Back,” “Be My 
Baby,” “Son of a Preacher 

Man” and “Me and Bobby 
McGee.” Told from the 
perspective of six young 
women who come of age 
in this enigmatic decade, 
“Beehive” takes us from 
their first Beehive Dance 
to the challenges we faced 
as a nation.

Returning alum to this 
production is Haley 
Iverson (as Pattie). New 
to the Harmony stage 
are Komoca (as Gina), 
Dana Bixler (as Laura), 
Annabeth Elston (as Ali-
son), Nykera Gardner (as 
Jasmine) and Lillian Les-
lie (as Wanda).

“Beehive” will feature 

a food menu filled with 
dishes inspired by menus 
from the 1960s. Selec-
tions will include meat-
loaf, pork chops, chicken 
a la king, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, creamy rice, 
green beans and creamy 
corn; for dessert, jello 
salad with fruit, fruit cob-
bler and vanilla cake. As 
usual, all meals will begin 
with house salad, fresh-
baked homemade rolls 
and the signature broc-
coli salad - a tradition 
passed down by Richard 
and Donna Myers.

During the run of “Bee-
hive,” two special con-

certs will be presented. 
The Logan Kirby band 
will perform on June 14 
and Jake & Mikayla will 
perform on June 28th. 
Later this summer, gos-
pel group, The Foresters, 
will take the stage at The 
Harmony Theater for the 
first time.

More information on con-
cert dates, “Beehive, The 
60s Musical” and the 2025 
Season can be found at the 
theater’s new website, the-
harmonytheater.com.

Tickets for all events may 
be purchased by calling 
the Box Office at 765-798-
4902, ext. 2, or by visiting 

theharmonytheater.com.
For certain performance 

days, meal and show 
times will be changing for 
2025. Wednesday mati-
nee seating for meals will 
remain at 11:30 a.m. with 
curtain at 1:30 p.m. Fri-
day and selected Satur-
day evening performanc-
es will now have seating 
for meals at 5:30 p.m. 
with curtain at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday matinees will 
have seating for meals at 
11:30 a.m. with curtain at 
1:30 p.m. Sunday mati-
nees will still have seat-
ing for meals at noon and 
curtain at 2 p.m.

Performance dates and 
times can vary, so con-
sult the online calendar 
for updated information. 
Regular theater prices 
are $59.54 for dinner 
and show, $47.50 for 
children (ages 4-18), and 
show-only for $39.50. 
Prices do not include tax-
es, handling fees or gra-
tuity for waitstaff. Season 
tickets, group pricing 
and bus parking are also 
available. The Harmony 
Theater (formerly Myers 
Dinner Theatre) is lo-
cated at 108 Water St., 
Hillsboro and is handi-
capped accessible.

‘Beehive, The 60s Musical’ Hits Stage Tomorrow
From left, Lillian Leslie, Haley Iverson, Nykera Gardner, Komoca, Annabeth Elston and Dana Bixler. Photo courtesy Harmony Theater

The first summer event 
at Waveland Town Park 
is scheduled for June 13 
starting at 5:30 p.m. It 
will be hosted by Wave-
land Strong.

A cruise-in will feature 
classic cars, bikes, fire 
truck, and other vehicles. 
All vehicles are welcome 
to check-in at 5 p.m. 
There is no entry fee and 
each vehicle will receive 
a dash plaque, goody bag 
with coupons and car 
items.

Waveland Strong will 
also have food and con-
cessions for sale. Brown 
Lucky Leaf 4H club will 
be serving, starting at 5:30 
p.m. There will be a 50/50 
raffle for the 4H club to 
help them with end of year 
awards. Stop by and help 
the local 4H kids!

The corn hole tourna-
ment will begin at 6 p.m. 
It will be $10 per person 
with blind-draw.

There will be a raffle for 
wash buckets which was 
donated by several auto-
motive stores in Craw-
fordsville and Rockville. 
Tickets will be $3 or two 
for $5.

The Waveland Commu-
nity Library will be spon-
soring a blood drive from 
4 to 7 p.m. Make sure to 
stop by and donate.

Sunday Sundaes will be 

there serving their deli-
cious ice cream during 
the evening. All proceeds 
go toward the revital-
ization of the Town ball 

fields.
The Dapper Dan Band 

will take the stage at 6 
p.m. Shawn, Danny, Joey 
and the Blanton family 

will rock it out to classic 
rock, blues, and country.

Following the band 
will be the playing of the 
movie Top Gun: Maver-

ick. Make sure to stay and 
enjoy a movie under the 
stars.

Grab your lawn chairs 
and bring the family for 

a fun evening together. 
This event is being spon-
sored by Hilltop Liquor, 
Stevenson’s Automotive 
and Mishler Dental.

The Dapper Dan Band will take the stage at 6 p.m. Shawn, Danny, Joey and the Blanton family will rock it out to classic rock, 
blues, and country. Photo courtesy Waveland Strong

Waveland Strong Kicks Off Summer Friday the 13th


