
Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Tropical Costa Rica
Sagamore News Media presents

HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE I FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 800-581-8942
Refer to booking #1344002

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.Gen. Steve Nordhaus and Brig. Gen. Larry Muennich signed a partnership 
with the Indiana National Guard and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia under 
the Department of Defense’s State Partnership Program. The partner-

ship includes the Indiana National Guard, the Oklahoma National Guard and 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The Defense Department’s enduring program 
pairs American states and foreign nations to enhance mutual relationships and 
promote defense and security cooperation objectives established by the United 
States and its partners. The Indiana National Guard’s experience in disaster 
relief, domestic operations and overseas missions will support the U.S. govern-
ment’s ongoing diplomatic, development and security efforts to achieve shared 
goals. The program is designed to develop military interoperability and foster 
greater trust and cooperation with partner nations.

2. The historic Paramount Theatre, alongside Presenting Sponsor Commu-
nity Hospital Anderson, is proud to announce Vicki Lawrence & Mama: 
“A Two-Woman Show” on Friday, January 16, 2026. Tickets are on sale 

at AndersonParamount.org.  Lawrence is one of the most beloved television per-
sonalities of her generation. Lawrence was part of the legendary cast of the Carol 
Burnett Show, where she created her most endearing character to date, Thelma 
Harper, better known as "Mama." With some mature content material, expect 
the unexpected from Vicki and Mama.

3. A new study conducted by personal injury attorneys Injured In Florida 
reveals which states are most likely to experience fatal crashes involv-
ing multiple vehicles. Indiana ranks third, with almost half (46.85%) of 

fatal crashes involving multiple vehicles, while Montana ranks lowest, with only 
28.09% of fatal crashes involving multiple vehicles. Nationwide, 43.17% of fatal 
crashes involved multiple vehicles between 2018 and 2022. After Nebraska, the 
top five are Delaware, Indiana, Michigan and Oklahoma.

Butch Remembers Local Businessmen...Part II

John ‘Butch’ 
Dale

Columnist

In my last 
column I told 
about a few of 
the business 
owners on 
Main Street of 
my hometown 
when I was a 

youngster. Here are some 
others...

   At the corner of Main 
and Franklin streets was 
the cigar store, better 
known as "the pool room." 
Damon "Skeet" Wray 
owned it for many years, 
but Rufus "Med" Mullen 
and his son Bob owned it 
after Skeet's death in the 
mid-‘50s. Haskell Renick 
also owned it at one time. 
The store sold tobacco 
products, candy, ice cream 
and other odds and ends. 

There were two billiard 
tables in the middle, and 
poker tables in the back. 
I usually bought an ice 
cream cone and then 
watched my Dad play pool 
against others to win "pool 
chips," each of which was 
worth 5 cents in trade. Ru-
fus was kind of quiet, but 
always friendly. Boys had 
to be 13 years old to play 
pool, but he let me play if 
no one else was in there.

   The Farmers and Mer-
chants Bank was located 
on the south side of West 
Main. Penson "Pense" Lar-
rick was the head cashier as 
long as I could remember. 
The two long-time tellers 
I remember were Mariro-
vene Thompson and Eliza-
beth Love, although there 

were others who worked 
there through the years. I 
never had an account at the 
bank, but sometimes Dad 
would send me there to get 
change or make a deposit. 
Pense usually called me 
"knucklehead" in a kid-
ding way. During the noon 
hour, he walked to the pool 
room, had a Coke (possibly 
with a smidgen of whiskey 
added), and played poker. 
In 1970, a bank robber 
locked Pense and the other 
employees in the vault. 
My cousin, Mike Cohee, 
entered the bank, saw no 
one around, and heard 
pounding on the vault 
door. Pense yelled instruc-
tions to Mike, and he was 
able to open the door! And 

See BUTCH Page 3

Tim  
Timmons
Columnist

See TIM Page 3
Montgom-

ery County’s 
newest child 
care facility, 
a bright and 

carefully designed center 
operated by KinderCare, was 
completed with optimism — 
124 seats, an emphasis on 
hard-to-find infant and tod-
dler care, and an experienced 
new director ready to meet 
community needs.

Although only half the seats 
are full, the center is on 
target with its expected goals 
for a facility of its size. How-
ever, with state-level cuts to 
Child Care and Development 
Fund vouchers and On My 
Way Pre-K funds, its goal to 
serve low-income families — 
those most in need of child 
care in order to provide for 
their households — has been 
throttled.

One barrier, according to 

See LWV Page 4

Want to know more at no risk? 
Join Dick and the Collette folks on a Zoom call. 

It’s scheduled for Aug. 13 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Meeting URL: https://collette.zoom.us/j/89717890584

I hate to see August 
wrapping up. That 
means September. 
That means fall. 
That means chilly. 
That then means 

cold. See where I’m going with 
this?

	▪TODAY’S VERSE

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE

A Suicide Prevention Walk is 
scheduled at Milligan Park on Sat-
urday, Sept. 27. The event is free 
of charge, and the first 100 indi-
viduals to arrive for 8:30 check-in 
will receive a free commemora-
tive T-shirt.  Suicide prevention 
materials, memory beads, water 
and snacks are also provided free 
to participants.  Local mental 
health agencies will  be present to 
make information available as well. 
The walk will begin at 9 a.m. and 
conclude with a butterfly release, 
poignantly entwining loss and 
hope as the butterflies rise in the 
sky.  To learn further details and 
register for the walk, one should 
visit the YSB website: https://
mcysb47933.wixsite.com/mcysb  
and click on the Suicide Prevention 
Walk Registration link.

	▪AWL BAYOU

Bayou is a 1 year old female 
Catahoula leopard dog available 
for adoption from The Animal 
Welfare League of Montgomery 
County (AWL) since 7/12/25.
Bayou is a working gal that's eager 
to please!! Bayou loves going out 
for walks, playing fetch, and will 
gladly sit for treats. AWL is open 
Monday - Friday from 2p-5p and 
Saturday's from 12-3p. Come say 
hi! Bayou's adoption fee is waived 
with approved adoption applica-
tion!

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY

What does a house wear?

An ad-dress!

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY

“If you want something you’ve 
never had, you must be willing to 
do something you’ve never done.” 

 - Thomas Jefferson

As Usual, Media Not Reporting Whole Story

Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed.

I’ve written a 
time or three 
about the na-
tional deficit, 
the absolute 
evilness that 
it has become. 
Pardon me for 

dragging my soapbox out 
again, but our politicians 
(and yes, whether we want 
to claim them or not, they 
are ours!) have shame-
lessly and recklessly spent 
more than they bring in 
year after year after year 
after year . . .

Why? Greed. Corruption. 
Laziness. Inability. Indif-
ference. The reasons are 
almost endless and not 
one – not nairy a single 
one – is a good look for 
any current or past U.S. 

Representative or Senator. 
Not. One.

Shame on them all.

OK, soapbox scooted back 
under the desk . . .

Let’s talk about a recent 
report that says these new 
tariffs the national media 
likes to tout as the greatest 
thing since sliced bread 
or a sign of the coming 
apocalypse (depending on 
which station you tune in) 
may actually be making 
a positive difference with 
our $37 trillion national 
deficit.

Brief aside – let’s leave 
Donald J. and any other 
hired hands out of it for 
the time being. It seems 

we can’t have a substantive 
discussion once this side or 
that is tossed in the mix?

This is not about them. 
It’s about dollars and our 
grandchildren.

According to a report 
from the Committee for 
a Responsible Federal 
Budget, the revenue from 
the controversial tariffs is 
more than $100 billion in 
the last five months. Sure, 
that’s a long way from $37 
trillion, but remember 
what the late great Sen. 
Everett McKinley Dirksen 
said: “A billion here and 
a billion there and pretty 
soon you’re talking real 
money.”

Child Care Cuts 
Leave County 
Families Waiting

Event Details:

Title: Lessons in 
History, Native 
American Lithographs

Date: Thursday, 
August 28th

Time: 10 – 11 a.m.

Location: Lane Place, 
212 S. Water St., 
Crawfordsville

RSVP: https://
www.lane-mchs.
org/event-info/les-
sons-in-history-na-
tive-american-litho-
graphs

Historical Society’s 
Lessons in History 
Tomorrow

The 
Mont-
gomery 
County 
Historical 
Society will have its second 
Lessons in History presen-
tation on Native American 
Lithographs. The event will 
take place Thursday from 10 
to 11 a.m. at historic Lane 
Place in Crawfordsville.

This exciting presenta-
tion series invites the local 
community to explore some 
of the unique and histori-
cally significant items in the 
MCHS collection. Guests 

See LESSONS Page 4
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in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
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BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
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work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  
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The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.
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city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
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Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”
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smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
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on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
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Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
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funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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	▪BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA

Do You Recognize This 1968 Wayne-
town H.S. Grad?

HINT: He was on all the sports, but he 
really liked choir, band and playing the 
piano!

Answer on Page 4

The local Carnegie 
Museum is the site for a 
program celebrating the 
American experiment 
of democracy in hon-
or of the United Sates 
Semiquincentennial.

On Thursday, visitors 
are invited to join the 
Museum’s first pro-
gram celebrating next 
year’s 250th anniver-
sary of the Declaration 
of Independence. The 
Revolution in Plain 
Sight: Conversations of 
Indiana and the 250th  
features historians 
Ryan L. Cole and Jill 
Weiss Simins, who will 
connect the ideals of 
the Revolution with our 
local history.

Cole is the author of 
The Last Adieu: La-
fayette’s Triumphant 
Return, the Echoes of 
Revolution, and the 
Gratitude of the Re-
public and Light-Horse 
Harry Lee: Rise and 

Fall of a Revolutionary 
Hero. He has written 
on American history for 
publications such as the 
Wall Street Journal and 
has worked for Indiana 
Gov. Mitch Daniels and 
U.S. Sen. Todd Young.

Simins is a historian 
at the Indiana Archives 
and Records Admin-
istration focused on 
collections accessibility 
and the history of Indi-
ana. She has been the 
recipient of the Dorothy 
Riker Hoosier Historian 
Award from the Indiana 
Historical Society, the 
Beck-Levy Fellowship 
from the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Presidential 
Library and a Smith-
sonian Fellowship 
through Re-Imagining 
Migration.

It all takes place 
tomorrow at 7 p.m. at 
the Carnegie Museum 
in beautiful downtown 
Crawfordsville.

Lecture Focuses on 
250th Impact Locally

Dick Wolfsie: The 
Moose is Loose

Warning: 
There was 
anoth-
er case 
of food 
impropri-
ety in the 

news. A popular frozen 
dinner option is being 
removed from ovens 
over in Scandinavia 
in another half-baked 
scandal. Families 
were waiting to feast 
on moose lasagna, 
but as the cheese was 
becoming bubbly and 
browned, food officials 
exposed that there was 
pork in some of these 
prepared selections. 
Everyone in Sweden is 
asking: What is pork 
doing in my lasagna? 
People in the U.S. are 
asking: What is moose 
doing in your lasagna?

Jews in Sweden, all 
14 of them, were upset 
because the compa-
ny revealed that the 
17,000 portions sold 
contained one percent 
pork—which the com-
pany admitted meant 
the product was not 
100 percent Kosher.  
Or as my rabbi would 
say, “Not Kosher.” The 
bottom line is that even 
though the manufac-
turer is pulling the 
pork-tainted casserole 
off the shelves, the 
entrée is still a favorite 
of many consumers.  
After all, who doesn’t 
like pulled pork?

For the second time 
in two months, it’s the 
conglomerate IKEA 
that is responsible 
for this food fiasco. 
Wanting to be proac-
tive in this debacle, the 
company set up an 800 
number so customers 
could, in their words, 
“lodge a moose lasagna 
complaint.” Everyone 
thought this seemed 
like a good idea except 
the local Moose Lodge, 
where they got a lot of 
prank phone calls.

IKEA is basically a 
furniture company that 
also sells frozen food, 
a technique to expand 
sales like the U.S. Post-
al Service’s decision 
several years ago to sell 
safari hats and dorky 
shorts so you can look 
like your letter carrier. 
IKEA has a history of 
mislabeling products, 
once advertising futons 
as beds, a ruse that 
almost worked until 
people got them home 
and tried to sleep on 
them.

The details of the 
porcine-laced lasagna 
were first revealed by 
the Swedish newspaper 
Dagbladet. Coinci-
dentally, dagbladet is 
exactly what a Ken-

tucky farmer says if he 
finds not moose, but a 
mouse, in his lasagna. 
One French newspaper 
scared the bejeebies 
out of their readers 
when they inadver-
tently mistranslated 
the story and Parisian 
diners thought there 
was meat in their 
mousse. Even hairstyl-
ists got the facts wrong 
and thought there was 
pork in their styling 
products.

Frozen dessert manu-
facturers were touched 
by the recall when 
Rocky Road and Moose 
Tracks Ice Cream be-
gan to generate a lot of 
Rocky and Bullwinkle 
jokes on the web.  Even 
Sarah Palin, famous for 
her Alaskan commen-
tary, tweeted that she 
could see Natasha from 
her house.

IKEA always thought 
there were sales oppor-
tunities for moose-re-
lated products and 
they hope this scandal 
won’t depress the 
market. They are now 
looking at how to make 
a moose jerky. Which 
is like asking: How 
do you drive a baby 
buggy? I think in both 
cases you have to tickle 
something.

IKEA is not sure how 
to win back their cus-
tomers after so many 
have suffered this 
unjust ingestion. PR 
experts found a snappy 
slogan they will use to 
promote the product 
to ensure people know 
the issue has been 
addressed. “You’ve got 
game!”

Of course, here in 
America, lasagna man-
ufacturers are basically 
honest about what is in 
the product.  For exam-
ple, on the Stouffer’s 
box in my freezer there 
are 54 ingredients 
listed—yummy stuff 
like sodium nitrate, 
BHA, BHT, disodium 
inosinate and disodi-
um guanylate. As long 
as their entrée tastes 
good, I’ll consume all 
of those chemicals, but 
I do have my limits.  
ANY WHICH WAY 
BUT MOOSE.

Dick Wolfsie is a 
retired TV personality, 
author, speaker, teach-
er and all-around good 
guy. His award-win-
ning column appears 
here weekly. If you’d 
like to learn more 
about joining Dick on 
an upcoming trip to 
Costa Rica, go to this 
paper’s website and 
click on the Collette 
Travel ads.

Dick Wolfsie
Columnist

•	 LETTER TO EDITOR

Dear Editor,

We know we’ve asked 
before, but we’re now 
in the homestretch for 
our remaining World 
Heritage Exchange Stu-
dents—wonderful young 
people from around 
the world who are still 
waiting for the news 
that an American family 
will welcome them into 
their home this coming 
school year.

Opening your home, 
whether for the school 
year, a semester, or 
even just 2–3 months, 
can mean the world to a 
student who is anxious-
ly waiting to begin this 
life-changing adventure.

Hosting is about more 
than providing a bed 
and meals. It’s about 
sharing everyday life, 
laughter, traditions, and 
creating bonds that last 
long after the program 
ends. Our exchange stu-
dents bring fresh per-
spectives and a spirit of 
curiosity that not only 
enrich their schools, but 

also leave a lasting mark 
on the families and 
communities who open 
their doors to them.

Your kindness could 
be the gift that changes 
a student’s life — and 
brings unexpected joy 
to your own.

Take a moment to dis-
cover the students’ pro-
files — you’ll find their 
fun, personal letters and 
can request more details 
if you’d like.

If you are not able to 
host but believe the 
opportunity to be valu-
able to others in your 
community, sharing this 
email would be greatly 
appreciated.

We would love to hear 
from you at +1 800 888 
9040 or by email at 
info@world-heritage.

Debbie Garbon

Program Director, 
World Heritage In-
ternational Student 
Exchange Program

A Chance to Change a Young Life

Indiana GOP Talk Redistricting 
Behind Closed Doors
By Casey Smith and 
Whitney Downard

Indiana Capital 
Chronicle

Indiana’s entire House 
GOP congressional del-
egation pledged support 
recently for President 
Donald Trump’s plan to 
craft new federal district 
maps in an attempt to 
pick up one to two addi-
tional Republican seats 
in 2026.

Meanwhile, Indiana 
House Republicans that 
would actually have to 
draw new boundaries 
met privately on the 
north side of Indianap-
olis — and it’s still un-
clear where the caucus 
may land on the politi-
cally-charged proposal.

House Speaker Todd 
Huston told the Indiana 
Capital Chronicle after 
the roughly two-hour 
meeting that “we had 
a good conversation” 
but did not give details 
about where the caucus 
stands, overall.

“We’re still talking, 
and we’ll work on all 
this together,” Huston 
said. 

He said there was no 
timeline for the caucus 
to make any decisions 
and declined to com-
ment on whether a 
special session seemed 
likely or not.

Other state lawmakers 
were mum — with sev-

See GOP Page 5
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	▪  BUTCH DALE’S SCHOOLS FROM BACK WHEN

Do You Recognize This School Building?

Answer on Page 4

BUTCH
Continued from Page 1

yes, the robbers were 
caught later.

   The Cox Standard 
station was located at 
the intersection of Main 
and Madison streets. 
The owner was Alex-
ender "Alec" Cox, who 
had been a teacher and 
coach at Darlington 
and Linden. He was a 
brother to Byron Cox, 
the first Montgomery 
County soldier killed 
in WWI. In addition to 
selling gas, petroleum 
products and small car 
parts, he also sold to-
bacco products, candy, 
chips, etc. He also sold 
used cars in the garage 
section. This was a 
prime meeting place for 
men in the community, 
especially local farmers. 
Alec had hundreds of 
jokes and stories, and 
was quite the enter-
tainer. If a fellow was 
having a bad day, Alec 
could cheer him up 
in short time! Larry 
Binford purchased the 
station in 1964, sold 
Citgo gas, and did car 
repairs. He also carried 
on Alec's tradition of 
friendly service, jokes 
and stories!

   Louis "Joker" 
Conrad owned the 
Shell service on West 
Main for over 30 years. 
Joker was an excellent 
mechanic, and he was 
assisted by his son-in-
law Alva "Alvie" Gilliatt. 
Whenever Dad needed 
a flat tire repaired, 
he always headed to 
Joker's and Alvie's 
place. I knew for sure 
they were going to tease 
me and joke with me, 
but I actually enjoyed 
it. When Joker passed 
away, Alvie purchased 
the station and ran it 
by himself. Alvie could 
diagnose a problem 
with a car in seconds. 
Dad told me that Alvie 
never charged enough 
because he was just too 
nice!

    Next time....some 
more recollections...
Part II

John “Butch” Dale is 
a retired teacher and 
County Sheriff. He has 
also been the librari-
an at Darlington the 
past 36 years, and is a 
well-known artist and 
author of local history.

TIM
Continued from Page 1

The Committee, by 
the way, is about as 
non-partisan as it gets. 
It was created in 1981 
by former U.S. Rep. 
Robert Giaimo, a Dem-
ocrat from Connecti-
cut and former U.S. 
Sen. Henry Bellmon, 
a Republican from 
Oklahoma. The board 
of directors consists of 
business people and 
House and Senate bud-
get committee members 
and some folks tossed 
in from the Congressio-
nal Budget Office, the 
Office of Management 
and Budget and the 
Government Account-
ability Office for good 
measure. It’s a 501(c)
(3). Initially, it fought 
against an excise tax on 
the tobacco industry, 
but a little more than 
a decade ago started 
paying attention to our 
“red ink rising” crisis.

Before you buy whole 
hog into the notion 
that these tariffs are 
going to be the ruin of 
us all – raising prices 
and unfairly penalizing 
the rest of the world – 
consider:

•	 There were 
countries paying 
a lower tariff fee 
to the U.S. than 

we were charging 
them, creating a 
trade imbalance.

•	 If prices on im-
ports go up, that 
opens the door in 
a free economy for 
someone (in the 
U.S. hopefully) 
to build a better 
mousetrap.

•	 And most im-
portantly, as 
the report says, 
the tariffs might 
actually slow and 
eventually reduce 
the federal deficit.

Is it the end all, be all 
answer for solving the 
national debt crisis. 
Nope. But maybe it’s 
a start. All I know for 
sure is that the insanity 
of piling up million, 
billions and trillions 
in debt must stop. If it 
does not, to paraphrase 
Dirksen, pretty soon 
we’ll be talking real 
money. Ours.

Two cents, which 
is about how much 
Timmons said his 
columns are worth, 
appears periodically 
on Wednesdays in The 
Paper. Timmons is the 
publisher of The Paper 
and can be contacted 
at ttimmons@thepa-
per24-7.com.

Photo courtesy Butch Dale

Conrad and Gilliatt Shell Station on 
West Main Street.

Sen. Deery Shares Update
It’s 

often 
said that 
students 
first 
learn 
to read, 
and then 
read to 
learn. 

Because that transition 
typically occurs around 
third grade, our state 
has tested third graders 
since 2013 for reading 
proficiency to identify 
those at risk of falling 
behind.

With that in mind, I’m 
thrilled to share that 
Indiana’s third graders 
just achieved the larg-
est increase in reading 
proficiency our state 
has ever seen.

The 2024-2025 
IREAD assessment 
scores show a nearly 
5% increase in literacy 
rates for third grad-
ers across the state. 
Additionally, 87.3% of 
third graders are now 
proficient in founda-
tional reading skills, an 
increase of 6,000 more 
students than last year.

This is a big deal and 
worthy of celebration. 
Please join me in 
congratulating Indi-
ana's teachers, parents, 
students, administra-
tors and state leaders 
like Indiana’s Secretary 
of Education Dr. Katie 
Jenner for making this 
happen.

As your State Senator, 
I have supported these 
efforts through several 
bills I was proud to 
back including legis-
lation to implement 
Science of Read-
ing curriculum in our 
classrooms, increase 
financial investments 
in literacy initiatives 
and provide targeted 
support for students 
who are falling behind.

But the real celebra-
tion should be for our 
educators who work 
with our students every 

day to help them grow. 
We could not have 
achieved this level of 
improvement without 
their focus, dedication 
and care for the stu-
dents they instruct and 
mentor.

Now, we must not let 
up until every child is 
proficient.

***
SUPPORTING the 
Cities that Border Dis-
trict 23

Although my district 
doesn’t include Lafay-
ette, Crawfordsville 
or Terre Haute, my 
constituents often work 
there and benefit when 
those cities thrive, so 
I feel connected with 
each.

This week, I joined 
Senate leadership in 
Terre Haute for a day 
of meetings in the area. 
Highlights included 
learning about Indi-
ana State University’s 
aviation program from 
ISU President Godard, 
meeting with Indiana 
Guardsmen who keep 
our country safe as 
members of the 181st 
Intelligence Wing, and 
seeing a Vermillion 
Co., company Brookes 
Candy from Dana, 
and a Parke County 
Company, Rusted Root 
Co., represented in the 
Chamber's array of 
local, small-business 
products coming out of 
the region.

Since becoming your 
Senator, I have en-
joyed learning more 
about these cities and 
how their success and 

prosperity benefits my 
constituents.

***
HONORING Hoosier 
Farmers

Indiana has had a 
proud agricultural 
tradition for more than 
200 years, and today, 
the agriculture industry 
contributes more than 
$35 billion to Indiana's 
economy each year.

That's why the Indi-
ana State Department 
of Agriculture recently 
honored farms that 
have been owned by the 
same family for 100, 
150 and 200 years with 
Hoosier Homestead 
Awards.

In Senate District 23:

•	 The Byers farm 
in Tippecanoe 
County received 
Sesquicentennial 
and Centennial 
awards;

•	 The Fink farm in 
Warren County 
received a Centen-
nial Award;

•	 The Lachmund 
farm in Tippe-
canoe County 
received a Centen-
nial Award;

•	 The Munson 
farm in Fountain 
County received 
a Centennial 
Award;

•	 Robert D. Hayes & 
Bernice B. Hayes 
Farms in Mont-
gomery County 
received a Sesqui-
centennial Award;

•	 The Runyon farm 
in Montgomery 
County received 
Sesquicentennial 

and Centennial 
awards;

•	 The Runyon farm 
in Montgomery 
County received 
a Centennial 
Award;

•	 The Runyon farm 
in Montgomery 
County received 
Bicentennial, 
Sesquicentennial 
and Centennial 
awards;

•	 The Runyon farm 
in Montgomery 
County received 
Sesquicentennial 
and Centennial 
awards; and

•	 TEH Farms LLC 
in Vermillion 
County received a 
Centennial Award.

Congratulations to 
these family farms for 
earning these honors, 
and thank you for your 
continued dedication to 
Indiana's agricultural 
heritage.

***
PAID 
INTERNSHIPS 
Available

The Indiana Senate 
Republican Caucus is 
offering paid spring-se-
mester internships in 
our communications, 
information technol-
ogy, legal, legislative, 
page and policy of-
fices during the 2026 
session of the Indiana 
General Assembly.

Qualified candidates 
may be of any major 
and must be at least a 
college sophomore. Re-
cent college graduates, 
as well as graduate and 
law school students, 
are also encouraged to 
apply by Oct. 31.

State Sen. Spencer 
Deery (R-West Lafay-
ette) represents Senate 
District 23, which 
includes Fountain, 
Parke, Vermillion and 
Warren counties, and 
portions of Montgom-
ery and Tippecanoe 
counties.

State Sen. 
Spencer 

Deery
Guest

Columnist

Tropical Costa Rica
Sagamore News Media presents

HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE I FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 800-581-8942
Refer to booking #1344002

Want to know more at no risk? 
Join Dick and the Collette folks on a Zoom call. 

It’s scheduled for Aug. 13 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Meeting URL: https://collette.zoom.us/j/89717890584
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Montgomery County 
Community Foundation 
Early Learning Director 
Lisa Walter, is a staffing 
shortage, which might 
be addressed had the 
state not cut funding to 
train and support early 
child care providers. 
The second barrier is a 
funding crisis in Indi-
ana’s child care voucher 
system that is rippling 
through every program 
in the county.

It all hit just when 
the county and city 
were on track to make 
huge strides in provid-
ing high-quality child 
care — the kind that 
creates enriching play 
and brain development 
activities that support 
children in social and 
emotional skills and 
readies them for kin-
dergarten.

Statewide Crisis, Lo-
cal Consequences

Vouchers are critical 
for numerous reasons. 
The Washington Post 
reports that states sup-
porting increasing birth 
rates have prioritized 
high-quality child care 
as a key pro-family ini-
tiative. Why? Because 
child care can price a 
wage earner out of the 
job market. In a thread 
on Facebook, locals 
report costs, at the 
cheapest, around $175/
week, which averages 
about $753 a month. 
For a low-income earn-
er making $16 an hour, 
that leaves just under 
$2,000 for rent, utili-
ties, car insurance, gro-
ceries, phone, clothes, 
medical expenses and 
emergencies. Needless 
to say, vouchers have 
been a critical lifeline 
for families.

Indiana’s Office of 
Early Childhood and 
Out-of-School Learn-
ing reported in August 
2025 that there were 
55,846 active child care 
vouchers statewide, 
down from almost 
70,000 at the end of 
2024. That’s a loss of 
roughly 14,000 vouch-
ers in just six months, 
mostly due to an enroll-
ment freeze that began 
last December.

The state now has 
25,149 children on the 
waitlist for vouchers, 
most for the CCDF 
program. Many will age 
out before a slot opens, 
conceded Adam Al-
son, the director of the 

state’s Office of Early 
Childhood and Out-of-
School Learning, during 
the August FSSA Quar-
terly Financial Meeting.

The numbers high-
light why Montgomery 
County is feeling the 
pinch:

•	 94 percent of 
voucher families 
statewide are 
working parents, 
and

•	 88 percent are 
single-parent 
households.

•	 Almost two-thirds 
live below the fed-
eral poverty line — 
about $32,000 for 
a family of four.

Eligibility was recently 
cut from 150 percent 
to 135 percent of FPL, 
meaning some families 
who formerly qualified 
are now ineligible alto-
gether.

Walter said Montgom-
ery County providers 
are experiencing steep 
CCDF declines. One 
rural ministry program 
that used to have half 
its seats filled by vouch-
er families now has 
only a fraction of that 
number. Her estimate is 
sobering — the county 
could serve up to 1,200 
children with CCDF 
vouchers, with about 
100 children holding 
active vouchers, mostly 
for On My Way Pre-K. 
Meanwhile, there are at 
least 125 local children 
on the waitlist, and one 
family has already been 
waiting 224 days — 
nearly a year — for help.

“When families come 
for a tour and the 
program director or 
administrator tells 
them there’s a waitlist 
for CCDF, they turn 
around and never come 
back,” Walter said. 
“Those vouchers are 
critical for families — 
without them, parents 
either can’t work or 
must choose less safe, 
unregulated care.”

The KinderCare 
Challenge

The new KinderCare 
center is a case study 
in how funding losses 
and workforce short-
ages combine to limit 
access. The building 
has three open infant 
rooms — a rarity in the 
child care world — but 
the ability to open more 
classrooms depends 

on hiring two qualified 
teachers per room. 
KinderCare is recruiting 
aggressively, but in a 
rural county, Walter 
says, “there’s just not a 
big talent base to pull 
from.”

As a result, the center 
is “at the halfway mark” 
in enrollment. While 
tuition is comparable 
to other local pro-
grams and the center 
accepts vouchers, it 
currently has just one 
CCDF-funded child 
enrolled. The origi-
nal plan had been for 
30–40 percent of seats 
to be filled by voucher 
families.

“The need is there,” 
Walter said. “But until 
voucher funding comes 
back, those children 
can’t enroll here or 
anywhere else — and 
programs lose revenue 
they count on.”

Pre-K Setback

The state’s On My 
Way Pre-K voucher, 
which funds one year of 
high-quality preschool 
for eligible four-year-
olds, is also shrinking. 
Walter says that in 
2024, Montgomery 
County had 60 children 
enrolled with Pre-K 
vouchers. This fall, 
there are only 15. That’s 
45 children missing out 
on kindergarten readi-
ness support.

Those missing early 
learning experienc-
es can have lifelong 
consequences. Research 
consistently shows that 
children who attend 
high-quality early 
education programs are 
more likely to succeed 
in school and less likely 
to require costly inter-
ventions later.

“We are literally pull-
ing out a proven tool for 
future success,” Walter 
warned.

Cuts Beyond the 
Classroom

To keep funding 
flowing to current 
voucher holders, the 
state is slashing other 
child care supports: 
ending contracts for 
Spark Learning Lab 
(the state’s technical 
assistance and quality 
coaching provider) and 
all regional Child Care 
Resource & Referral 
agencies. Both support 
systems will close Sep-

tember 30, 2025.

For providers, this 
means losing:

•	 Free, on-site 
coaching for 
classrooms with 
behavioral chal-
lenges.

•	 Help navigating 
CCDF compliance 
and quality rating 
improvements.

•	 Free or low-cost 
professional devel-
opment hours re-
quired to maintain 
their licenses.

Walter says the Mont-
gomery County Early 
Childhood Coalition 
will try to fill the gap 
with a local work-
shop series, but grant 
funding for that ends 
next year. Providers 
still need twice as many 
training hours as the 
coalition can offer.

“We were making solid 
progress,” she said. The 
cuts to vouchers make 
it feel like the situation 
is going backwards for 
some families.

The Workforce Trap

The funding freeze 
creates a vicious cycle. 
Without vouchers, 
many low-income par-
ents leave the workforce 
or reduce hours because 
child care is unafford-
able. That, in turn, 
reduces the labor pool 
for employers across 
industries — from man-
ufacturing to health 
care — at a time when 
Indiana employers are 
already struggling to fill 
jobs.

In Montgomery Coun-
ty, Walter adds, the 
shortage of trained ear-
ly childhood educators 
compounds the crisis.

“You can’t open a 
classroom without the 
staff ratios. And without 
CCDF families, there’s 
less revenue to hire 
staff. It’s Catch-22.”

Families Squeezed

Some parents manage 
by piecing together 
unpaid care from 
relatives or friends; 
others turn to informal, 
unlicensed providers. 
Those settings aren’t 
always unsafe, Walter 
stressed, but “they’re 
not regulated learning 
environments, and kids 
miss out on early devel-
opment opportunities.”

The worst-case sce-
nario is parents leaving 
children in unsafe 
conditions — a risk that 
grows when affordable, 
licensed care is out of 
reach.

Advocacy Ahead

Walter and her col-
leagues are planning 
advocacy events this 
fall, including hosting 
the No Small Matter 
documentary in No-
vember and partici-
pating in the Indiana 
Association for the 
Education of Young 
Children’s Statehouse 
Day in February.

Her message to leg-
islators will be simple: 
the first five years are 
critical, child care is 

foundational to work-
force participation, and 
rural communities can’t 
“do more with less” 
when less is already 
threadbare.

“At the very least,” she 
said, “let us send these 
kids to preschool.”

While the funding 
picture endangers the 
budgets of low-income 
wage earners, Mont-
gomery County has 
worked hard to allevi-
ate the lack of options 
altogether. Whereas 
the county once had 
seats for only 5% of the 
children, its hardwork-
ing childcare providers 
and supporters make 
it possible to serve 
over 50% of the child-
care-aged population.  
Want to understand the 
issue more fully? Join 
MCCF and partners 
for a No Small Matter 
documentary screening 
and panel discussion 
at 6 p.m., November 5, 
2025, at Crawfordsville 
High School. The event 
is open to communi-
ty members and will 
cover the importance 
of high-quality early 
childhood education.

The League of Women 
Voters is a nonparti-
san, multi-issue politi-
cal organization which 
encourages informed 
and active participa-
tion in government. For 
information about the 
League, visit the web-
site www.lwvmont-
coin.org; or, visit the 
League of Women 
Voters of Montgomery 
County, Indiana Face-
book page.

BUTCH DALE’S SCHOOLS 
FROM BACK WHEN

ANSWER: 
New Richmond High School

LESSONS
Continued from Page 1

will gain a deeper 
understanding of the 
unique Native Ameri-
can lithographs in our 
collection, why we have 
them and their histori-
cal significance.

Owen Bennett, 
Assistant Director, 
will provide historical 
insights and highlight 
the fascinating stories 
behind the artifacts. 
Topics covered will 
include local and na-
tional Native American 
relations and more.

This event is part of 
the Lessons in History 
series, aimed at edu-

cating the public about 
Montgomery County’s 
rich history through 
engaging, in-depth 
presentations. Keep an 
eye out for additional 
presentations in the 
future!

Space is limited, so at-
tendees are encouraged 
to RSVP in advance to 
secure their spot for 
this FREE event. To re-
serve a seat or for more 
information, please 
contact the Montgom-
ery County Historical 
Society at (765) 362-
3416 or email jcoates@
lane-mchs.org.

Montgomery County

•	 124 seats at new KinderCare center
	◦ Only 62 enrolled (half full)
	◦ Just 1 child using CCDF voucher

•	 100+ local children on CCDF waitlist
	◦ Families have waited up to 224 days

•	 One rural ministry program:
	◦ CCDF usage dropped from 50 percent to “just a few”

•	 About 50 children have CCDF vouchers countywide
	◦ Could serve up to 1,200 with full funding

•	 On My Way Pre-K:
	◦ 60 local children last year; only 15 this fall

Indiana (Statewide)

•	 55,846 active vouchers (June 2025)
	◦ Down from 70,000 in Dec 2024

•	 25,149 on state voucher waitlist
	◦ No new enrollments since Dec 2024

•	 Voucher family profile:
	◦ 94 percent working parents
	◦ 88 percent single-parent households
	◦ 64 percent under $32,000/year (poverty line for      

family of 4)
•	 CCDF eligibility cut:

	◦ Was 150 percent of FPL, now 135 percent

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JAMES GUILFORD MOSS,
DECEASED
MONTGOMERY COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 2 PROBATE
Notice is hereby given that Joshua Christopher Billett, on this day was 

appointed personal representative of the Estate James Guilford Moss, deceased, 
who died on May 18, 2025, and is authorized to administer this estate without 
court supervision.  

All persons having claims against this estate, whether or not now due, must 
file the same in the office of the Clerk of this Court within three (3) months from 
the date of the first publication of this notice or within nine (9) months after the 
decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, or the claims will be forever barred.

DATED at Indianapolis, Indiana, this 11th  day of August, 2025. 
Clerk of the Montgomery County Superior Court,  
Probate Division 

PL5147    8/20   8/27   2t    hspaxlp
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ANSWER: Charles “Rex” Wilkinson

	▪   BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA
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By Whitney 
Downard
Indiana Capital 
Chronicle

Sunday, May 26 was 
a pretty special day 
for Indiana Gov. Mike 
Braun. The state’s top 
executive spent his 
time at “The Greatest 
Spectacle in Racing,” 
punctuated by an ap-
pearance on Fox and 
Friends to recap his 
first legislative session 
as governor.

But rather than 
returning to the 
Governor’s Residence 
in Indianapolis, just a 
20-minute drive from 
the track, Braun ap-
parently drove to his 
Jasper family home 
two-and-a-half hours 
away.

And the next day, 
he took a helicopter 
ride to get back to the 
state capital.

The trip was one 
of 11 flights between 
March 13 and Au-
gust 1 chronicled in 
response to a public 
records request sub-
mitted by the Indiana 
Capital Chronicle, 
totaling $23,880. 
The state said that it 
would have “incurred” 
those costs whether 
or not Braun had used 
the Indiana State 
Police helicopter, 
because those flight 
hours were necessary 
“to satisfy (the Feder-
al Aviation Adminis-
tration’s) mandated 
hours requirements.”

Though the FAA has 
established standards 
for pilots to maintain 
their licenses, the In-
diana State Police has 
its own requirements 
for pilots to regularly 
travel on top of that.

“The Indiana State 
Police expects 1-3 
hours of flight time 
per week per helicop-
ter pilot,” said Griffin 
Reid, a spokesperson 
for Braun’s office. 
“Transportation 
decisions are made 
based on a number of 
factors.”

Eight of those trips 
ended at Braun’s 
southern Indiana 
home in Jasper, 
where the state paid 
$1,745.55 to install a 
20-foot-by-20-foot 
gravel pad earlier this 
year. The remaining 
three flights trans-
ported the governor 
from Jasper to India-
napolis.

A member of his 
security detail accom-

panied him on every 
trip while his wife, 
Maureen, joined on 
only one trip.

Though Braun never 
flew on Sundays, he 
used the transit op-
tion at least once on 
every other day of the 
week. Each flight hour 
cost approximately 
$1,200.  A helicopter 
flight between Jasper 
and Indianapolis 
takes roughly 45 min-
utes, according to the 
office.

Braun is the first 
governor to reside 
outside of central 
Indiana as governor 
in recent history. 
Former Govs. Eric 
Holcomb and Mike 
Pence made the 
governor’s residence 
in Indianapolis their 
primary home — with 
Pence selling his 
Columbus home after 
becoming governor 
— while former Gov. 
Mitch Daniels split 
his time between that 
building and his home 
in Carmel.

But where did he go?

Braun first flew from 
Indianapolis to Jasper 
on March 13, one day 
before the Indiana 
Capital Chronicle 
publicized the taxpay-
er-funded helipad at 
his Jasper home. Two 
weeks later, also on 
a Thursday, he again 
used a helicopter to 
get from Indianapolis 
to Jasper.

His April 16 flight to 
Jasper was preced-
ed by several public 
appearances the day 
before, including a 
press event with U.S. 
Health and Human 
Services Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy, 
Jr., signing the state’s 
effort to reform prop-
erty taxes into law 
and the Perry Town-
ship Lincoln Day 
Dinner.

But neither his 
public releases nor his 
social media indicates 
his plans for April 16, 
the day he flew. The 
next day, a Thurs-
day, he met with the 
Borden High School 
girls’ basketball team, 
the 2025 state cham-
pions, and attended 
another Lincoln 
Day Dinner in New 
Albany.

He flew two more 
times in April, 
starting both trips in 
Jasper and ending in 
Indianapolis. The first 
was Monday, April 21 
— the day after Easter 

— while the next, on 
Tuesday, April 29, 
occurred one day be-
fore he celebrated 100 
days in office.

None of Braun’s 
social media accounts 
indicated why he went 
to Angola in northern 
Indiana on Saturday, 
May 3. However, 
Trine University 
reports that Braun 
delivered the keynote 
address during com-
mencement that day 
at 10 a.m. He opted 
to fly back to Jasper, 
bypassing the four-
plus hour drive.

Two weeks later, 
Braun attended the 
Brickyard Breakfast 
in Indianapolis with 
the First Lady before 
flying back to Jasper 
on May 17. His next 
trip, on Monday, May 
26, came one day 
after the Indianapolis 
500.

Braun only flew once 
each of the following 
three months: Thurs-
day, June 26; Friday, 
July 11; and Friday, 
Aug. 1.

Braun posted about 
his June visit with 
Israeli Consul Gener-
al Yinam Cohen “to 
explore ways we can 
deepen collaboration 
and strengthen ties 
between Indiana and 
Israel,” flying back to 
Jasper later that day.

July 11 was one of 
the rare trips that 
didn’t originate in 
either Jasper or Indi-
anapolis, but rather 
in the township of 
Culver. The north-
western township is 
roughly 64 miles, or 
just under 90 min-
utes, where he had a 
ceremonial bill sign-
ing earlier that day in 
Lake County.

His last trip, on Aug. 
1, went from India-
napolis to Jasper with 
his wife, Maureen, af-
ter the governor deliv-
ered opening remarks 
at the Indiana Pork 
Ham Breakfast and 
Indiana State Fair 
Opening Ceremonies.

Photo courtesy Indiana State Police

Indiana Gov. Mike Braun flew to, from Jasper 11 times 
in six months.

Braun Used ISP Helicopter 
11 Times for Jasper Trips

eral declining to speak 
to the Indiana Capital 
Chronicle following the 
meeting — but members 
of Indiana’s GOP con-
gressional delegation all 
jumped on board within 
hours.

“Democrats have prov-
en they will use every 
tool available to them 
to gain and keep power. 
For years, Republicans 
have idly stood by while 
the Left has weaponized 
government against us,” 
U.S. Rep. Marlin Stutz-
man wrote Monday on 
X. “It’s time for us to 
drop the gloves. At this 
moment, our state has 
the opportunity to give 
conservative Hoosiers 
the representation in 
DC they deserve. I stand 
with President Trump, 
it’s time to redraw 
Indiana’s congressional 
map!”

Stutzman’s northeast-
ern seat is probably the 
most isolated from any 
redistricting threats, 
though some worry 
that cracking deep-blue 
Indianapolis into several 
districts — rather than 
packing all the voters 
into one — could erode 
the safe margins Repub-
licans currently have in 
other seats. 

Of Indiana’s nine 
congressional districts, 
seven are held by the 
GOP. Outside of Indi-
anapolis, Democrats 
hold the northwestern 
Indiana district. 

U.S. Rep. Victoria 
Spartz — whose 5th 
District in central Indi-
ana grew redder in the 
last map process — also 
came out in support. She 
pinned her statement to 
a post from California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom 
calling “to meet fire with 
fire.”

“This fall, Indiana 
will have the chance to 
respond to Democrats’ 
gerrymandering and 
stand with President 
Trump and the state of 
Texas to stand up for 
our REPUBLIC! Given 
developments across the 
country, I fully support 
mid-cycle redistricting,” 
Spartz said. 

And U.S. Rep. Mark 
Messmer, R-8th, posted 
this statement: “I am 
proud to support Hoo-
sier State Legislators and 
our great @GovBraun in 
fighting the long history 
of weaponized voter 
manipulation in CA, NY, 
and IL. Redistricting in 
Indiana will accurately 
reflect the will of Hoosier 
voices.”

Messmer was in state 
Senate leadership when 
the current congressio-
nal map was drawn in 
2021 by Indiana Repub-
licans. 

As the day wore on, four 
more Hoosier Republi-
can U.S. representatives 
announced their support 
– 2nd District Rep. Rudy 
Yakym; 9th District 
Rep. Erin Houchin, 4th 
District Rep. Jim Baird 
and 6th District Rep. 
Jefferson Shreve.

Democrat U.S. Reps. 
Frank Mrvan and André 
Carson oppose the move. 
Their seats will be target-

ed under new maps.

The push comes after 
national Republicans, 
including President 
Donald Trump, have 
pressured red states to 
reconfigure their maps 
ahead of 2026 to maxi-
mize GOP control in the 
U.S. House. Indiana was 
launched to the forefront 
of that conversation fol-
lowing recent meetings 
between Vice President 
JD Vance and top state 
leaders. 

Indiana GOP legislators 
are headed to the White 
House next week for a 
visit that was previously 
scheduled, but now re-
districting will be a topic. 

Gov. Mike Braun 
reiterated that he re-
mains noncommittal on 
whether to call a special 
session for redistricting, 
saying the decision will 
depend on consensus 
within the General As-
sembly. 

“I’m not going to call 
one unless there is going 
to be general agree-
ment that we need to,” 
Braun told reporters, 
noting a session could 
cost taxpayers roughly 
$150,000. A special ses-
sion in Indiana in 2022 
cost about $240,000.

Braun acknowledged 
the national political 
pressure but emphasized 
that Indiana is already 
solidly Republican. 

“Yes, there will be 
political pressure put on, 
and it will be cranked 
up, probably closer you 
get to the finish line of 
when they’d like to get it 
done.”

He added that Republi-
cans “run 88% of the lo-
cal government offices,” 
he said. “When southern 
Indiana, where I’m from, 
flipped 20 years ago, 
[it] started into become 
solidly red congressional 
districts. It changed, and 
it’s going to change until 
something else will flip 
the other way.”

Still, he left the door 
open to GOP lawmakers’ 
demands. 

“We could create nine 
Republican districts,” 
Braun said. “But … many 
things that should evolve 
(should) not be done out 
of context.”

But not all Republicans 
are on board. 

Rep. Ed Clere, R-New 
Albany, blasted the idea 
of an emergency session 
to redraw congressional 
lines.

“Under no circum-
stances will I vote for 
a new map,” Clere said 
in a written statement 
provided to the Capital 
Chronicle. “Special ses-
sions should be reserved 
for emergencies. The 
president’s desperation 
to maintain a U.S. House 
majority by stacking the 
deck in favor of Republi-
cans does not constitute 
an emergency.”

Clere, speaking be-
fore Monday’s caucus, 
warned that rushing the 
process without public 
hearings could open the 
state to legal challenges 

and set a dangerous 
precedent. 

“It would be another 
step toward a full-time 
legislature, and that’s 
the last thing Indiana 
needs,” he continued. 
“There is nothing that 
can’t wait until the next 
regular session.”

He added that re-
districting could even 
backfire on Republicans: 
“Be careful what you ask 
for — a new congressio-
nal map could have the 
effect of making some 
Republican-held con-
gressional districts more 
competitive.”

Meanwhile, GOP 
activists have ramped up 
pressure on lawmakers 
through telephone calls 
to Hoosier constituents. 

Longtime Republican 
Jewell DeBonis told 
the Capital Chronicle 
she received multiple 
automated “robocalls” 
urging her to contact 
local legislators, though 
several initially targeted 
the wrong representa-
tives. She has since filed 
a complaint with the 
attorney general’s office.

“Braun said wait and 
see what Texas does. I’m 
offended by that,” DeBo-
nis said. “It shouldn’t 
matter to us in Indiana 
what people in Texas or 
California or Illinois do. 
We’re better than that. 
We should stand up for 
what’s right for Indiana, 
regardless of what other 
states are doing. If we go 
down this path of redis-
tricting every time we get 
concerned about what 
the outcomes of the next 
election might be that’s 
just perilous. It’s just 
wrong. … The Republi-
can Party is better than 
this.”

Josh DeFonce, the com-
munications director for 
Attorney General Todd 
Rokita, confirmed that 
the office had received 
calls to investigate the 
legality of Forward 
America’s robocalls. 

“We rely primarily on 
complaints to investigate 
consumer related mat-
ters including robocalls,” 
DeFonce said. “… we 
now have multiple to re-
view. Only just receiving 
them today and as you 
can understand, it will 
take some time to review 
those appropriately and 
fully.”

Conservative activist 
Charlie Kirk, a co-found-
er and the executive 
director of Turning Point 
USA, also took to social 
media to threaten Indi-
ana’s GOP incumbents.

“We will support prima-
ry opponents for Re-
publicans in the Indiana 
State Legislature who re-
fuse to support the team 
and redraw the maps. 
I’ve heard from grass-
roots across the country 
and they want elected 
Republicans to stand up 
and fight for them. It’s 
time for Republicans 
to be TOUGH Don’t let 
California steal the 2026 
house from us.”

Indiana Capital Chron-
icle Editor-in-Chief Niki 
Kelly contributed to this 
story.

GOP
Continued from Page 2
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Sesquicentennial 
Celebration 

Event

Sesquicentennial 
Celebration 

Event
Beautiful Downtown New Ross

Hosted by 150th Celebration Committee of the Walnut Township Community Organization

8 - 10 AM Breakfast at New Ross Christian Church
8 AM - 2 PM       Yard Sales open all over town
8 - 11 AM Corn Hole Tournament - Registration 8-8:45
  Tournament 9-11 
9:00 AM Opening Ceremonies and the Welcome Center opens
9 AM - 6 PM       Arts & Crafts Vendors Open
9 AM - 6 PM      Historical Displays Open
9 AM - ??            Tree Giveaway at the Community Club Building
9 AM - 9 PM       Reunion Tent area to rest and visit
9 AM - 9 PM Food & Drink options will be available 
  by multiple vendors
10 AM - 3 PM Car Show Registration at 10 AM, Judging at 2:30,                 
                            awards to follow
10 AM - 6 PM     Kids FUN ZONE area open
11 AM - 2 PM Lunch Served by the He Men
12 - 1 PM Southmont “Sudden Impulse” choir
12 - 3 PM             Color Run by the Walnut Elementary PTO 
                             at the Leland Cornett Park
12 - 9 PM             Walking Tacos served by Walnut Township 
                             Volunteer Fire Department
1:00 PM              Sesquicentennial Queen and Princess 
                             introduction and crowning
1 - 2:00 PM Pie Contest registration at 1, judging 
  at 1:30, auction at 2
1:30 - 3:30 PM    GG the Strolling Magician
2 - 9 PM Beer Garden open - Served by the 
  New Ross Steak House
3:30 PM            Parade “150 Years of Community” 
  Line up at 2:30
5 - 6:30 PM Back Road Revival Band (no seating provided)
7 - 9 PM Steve Trent & Small Town Band (no seating provided)
9 PM  50/50 Drawing at conclusion of the entertainment

10 AM  Community Worship Service with Light Lunch to follow 
  at New Ross United Methodist Church

Sunday, September 7, 2025

Saturday, September 6, 2025
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: NEW ROSS 150TH CELEBRATION

HHSB President, CEO Brad Monts Marks 35 Years
Hoo-

sier 
Heart-
land 
State 
Bank is 
proud 

  to 
recognize President & 
CEO Brad Monts for 35 
years at the bank.

“Brad Monts exem-
plifies what it means 
to be a community 
banker. He is at his 
core a leader, mentor, 
and collaborator who 
encourages everyone 
around him to improve 
continuously,” says 
HHSB’s Vice-Chairman 
of the Board, Patricia 
Sosbe. “By example, he 
has built a true team at 
HHSB that transforms 
the lives of our custom-
ers and the communi-
ties we serve.”

Monts began his 
banking career at 
HHSB (then Farmer’s 
State Bank) in 1990, 
after graduating from 
Franklin College. He 
later graduated from 
the Graduate School of 
Banking at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison in 1994. He has 
served in many ca-
pacities, from Branch 
Manager to Loan 
Officer, Chief Financial 
Officer, and is currently 
the President and CEO 
of Hoosier Heartland 
State Bank. He has also 
served on the board of 
directors since 1993, 
and he is the current 
Chairman of the Board. 

Throughout his 35 
years with HHSB, 
Monts has been highly 
active in the communi-
ty. Today, he serves as 
Treasurer of the Mont-

gomery County Educa-
tional Foundation and 
President of Indiana 
West Advantage, and 
he is a member of the 
Montgomery Redevel-
opment Commission 
and the Montgomery 
County Health & Well-
ness Center Board. 

Monts is also on the 
board of the Indiana 
Bankers Association 
and a member of the 
Data & Cybersecurity 
Committee for the In-
dependent Community 
Bankers Association. 

Monts and his wife 
Karen reside in Ladoga 
and have two children, 
Brooke and Taylor. 
In his spare time, he 
enjoys golfing, boating, 
traveling and spending 
time with his family. 
He can be reached at 
bmonts@myhhsb.com.

Brad Monts


