
Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
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Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Tropical Costa Rica
Sagamore News Media presents

HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE I FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 800-581-8942
Refer to booking #1344002

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.Did you know that Bachelorette parties now cost an average of $1,300, 
and new research from custom apparel company Rushorder Tees reveals 
how brides-to-be are cutting costs by choosing local themes. Here in In-

diana, Hoosiers made 84 monthly searches for a Beach-theme bachelorette. The 
top five themes in Indiana were Beach, Vegas, Disco, Mamma Mia and Cowgirl. 
Across America, the most popular themes reflect what’s accessible in each state, 
from beaches and big cities to Western culture, showing that brides are lean-
ing into celebrations that don’t require expensive travel. Researchers analyzed 
Google search information for various bachelorette party themes between March 
2024 and February 2025, uncovering distinctive patterns in how Americans plan 
these pre-wedding celebrations. The study uncovered major differences in how 
women across the country plan their final fling before the ring, with a clear split 
between preferences on the coasts versus inland areas.

2. Fall hunting licenses are officially on sale, and DNR’s upgraded licensing 
system, the Activity Hub, works a bit differently than the prior method. 
To make sure you're ready to go, please sign in now, check your account, 

and grab your licenses early. Getting set up ahead of time gives you plenty of 
room to troubleshoot, ask for help, or visit a retailer if needed. Don’t wait un-
til the last minute. DNR wants you to get into the field without a hitch. Go to 
GoOutdoorsIN.com and click the login button.  You’ll be directed to Access 
Indiana, where you'll log in or create an account. Once logged in, you'll return to 
the Hub to verify your personal info, purchase licenses, and apply for reserved 
hunts.

3. Speaking of outdoors, do you know a kid who loves deer hunting? Mark 
your calendars for youth deer weekend, Sept. 27-28. In the lead-up, we 
anticipate a high volume of license system traffic so don’t wait until the 

last minute to access your account in DNR’s new license system, the Activity 
Hub. If you previously had a child or other person linked to your account, you 
will need to reestablish that link in the new system. The process functions differ-
ently from the previous license system, so allow plenty of time to learn the steps. 

Butch Relates Childhood Memories of Marta Jeffries

John ‘Butch’ 
Dale

Columnist

Marta Cox 
Jeffries was 
the daughter 
of Cecil and 
Mabel Cox, 
who owned 
the Darlington 
Cafe back in 

the 30's and 40's. She had 
three sisters, Margaret, 
Jane, and Judy, and the 
four of them had some fun 
(and mischievous) times 
growing up. In 1999, Marta 
wrote about some of her 

childhood memories...

"I remember in grade 
school, country kids 
bringing lunch to school 
wrapped in newspaper and 
fastened with a straight 
pin. How I longed to do 
that...instead I had to go to 
the restaurant every day! 
I also remember leading 
yells in the subway at 
recess and being chased all 
the way to the assembly by 
Mr. Miller, the 6th grade 

teacher, who could  dish it 
out, but not take it. (I was a 
sassy kid.) And I remember 
going to his homeroom the 
next morning and saying, 
'My mother said I had to 
apologize,' and leaving. 
Who in my class could 
forget Bill Dale (who was 
a senior I think) coming to 
our room when the teacher 
had to be gone, and jump-
ing over the wastebasket! 

See BUTCH Page 3

Tim  
Timmons
Columnist

See TIM Page 4

Ever 
pushed 
down on 
the brake 
pedal, 

heard that grinding noise 
and felt the pit of the stom-
ach dread? Your car needs 
a brake job, but it’ll cost 
you a couple of hundred 
dollars, and you don’t have 
the money. You know the 
parts are less than fifty 
bucks, but you lack the 
skills and tools to do the 

job. For a lot of commu-
nity residents, a two-hun-
dred-dollar car repair 
cascades into a late rent 
payment, missing work or 
skipping meals.

That’s where MoCo 
Mutual Aid can step in. 
More than a support group, 
mutual aid is a living 
testament to the power of 
community-driven solidar-
ity. In just over a year, our 
local grassroots collective, 

coordinated by Aaron 
Casper, Jazerik Garman, Jo 
Reabe, Kay Whetstone and 
Aaron Morrison, has grown 
into a vibrant network 
where neighbors rally to 
care for one another.

Whetstone and Morrison 
explained that mutual aid 
is an idea as ancient as 
humanity. It centers on the 
belief that people thrive 

See LWV Page 4

Five days? We’ve 
only got five days 
left in summer? I 
get the “It’s Fall, 
y’all” crowd. You 
can have all the ap-

ple cinnamon spice and the turn-
ing leaves in Brown County. I’ll 
take a hot summer day in Shades 
State Park over all of it seven days 
a week.

	▪TODAY’S VERSE

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE

September is Suicide Prevention 
Month, and Volunteers for Mental 
Health and Youth Service Bureau 
are combining their resources to 
train individuals in how to best 
serve a friend, colleague or family 
member who is considering taking 
their own life. On Thursday, a 
lunch and learn session will be held 
at HHSB Success Center to help 
attendees learn the QPR method 
of suicide prevention.  Sara Clapp, 
program director at Montgomery 
County Youth Service Bureau will 
share her knowledge by explaining 
the simple steps of QPR and she 
will provide strategies for respond-
ing to a potentially suicidal friend, 
colleague or family member. The 
program begins at 11:30 with free 
lunch, followed by Clapp’s presen-
tation.  Pre-registration and lunch 
rsvp are required no later than one 
week prior. Visit www.vmhmc.
org to register.  Questions may be 
directed to Denise Booher Walk-
er, (765) 275-2689; email: dbw@
vmhmc.org

	▪AWL LUNA
Luna is a beau-
tiful 6 year old 
female American 
Pit bull Terri-
er available for 
adoption from The 
Animal Welfare 
League (AWL) 
since 8/20/2025. 
Luna is great on 
walks, cuddly, 
and affectionate!  
Luna is all sorts of perfect and has 
even won the prestigious award 
of MOST BEAUTIFUL!  Luna 
is ready to find a furrever home 
to call her own! Luna is spayed, 
dewormed, and up to date on all of 
her shots!  AWL is open Monday - 
Friday from 2p-5p and Saturday's 
from 12-3p.  Come say hi, snuggle 
cats, walk dogs, or lend a helping 
hand!!  

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY

R.I.P. boiling water…

You will be mist.

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY
“It’s fine to celebrate success, but 
it is more important to heed the 
lessons of failure.”

 - Bill Gates

We are Living in Surreal Times

Ecclesiastes 3:14 I know that, what-
soever God doeth, it shall be for ever: 
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing 
taken from it.

In the spring 
of 1968, just 
four and a 
half years 
removed from 
the assassi-
nation of our 
country’s 35th 
president, 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 
we watched a year dawn 
unlike any we had seen in 

our young lives.

Martin Luther King was 
gunned down in April. 
Bobby Kennedy was 
murdered two months 
later. And two months 
after that, we watched 
unprecedented violence in 
Chicago at the Democratic 
National Convention. In 
subsequent years we also 

had college students shot 
and killed at Kent State, 
Gov. George Wallace (the 
man who physically stood 
in the doorway to prevent 
two black students from 
entering the University of 
Alabama) shot multiple 
times and political unrest 
like this country had not 

Want to
Run for
Office?

Anyone thinking of running 
for public office, wanting to 
encourage a friend to run or 
just planning to support a 
favorite candidate is wel-
come to a Candidate Call-out 
meeting Tuesday, 7 p.m. at 
the Crawfordsville Public 
Library. The Montgomery 
County Democrats are host-
ing the meeting to answer 
questions about community 
concerns, campaigning, next 
steps and what it takes to be 
a candidate.

This is a casual informa-
tion session, and attendees 
are not expected to declare 
candidacy at the meeting. 
Attendees will learn which 
local and state offices are up 
for election in 2026 and the 
job descriptions, deadlines, 
responsibilities and require-
ments for those offices.

All interested persons are 
welcome to attend.

LWV: Neighbors Helping Neighbors

ROCK OUT!
Event Aims
to Help in
Recovery

On Thursday, September 
25, 2025, InWell will be 
hosting the 5th Annual Rock 
Out Recovery event from 
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Pike 
Place, 125 S. Washington St. 
This event is free and family 
friendly! Attendees will need 
to check in at the InWell 
table for a meal ticket and 
t-shirt.

This year, there will be over 
26 resource vendors, live 
music, DJ, messages of hope 
with recovery speakers, a 
bounce house, face painting, 
and 200 free meals from 
Smitty D’s Hot Dogs and Ta-
cos Pamano, and sweet treats 
for purchase from Emily’s 
Eats.

InWell, DFMC, and sup-
porting agencies are especial-
ly excited about the recovery 
speaker, Heather Rodriguez, 
Vice President of Recovery 
and Advocacy with Mental 
Health America of Indiana 
and Director of the Indiana 
Recovery Network.

InWell hosted its first Re-
covery Month Celebration, 

See ROCK Page 5



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 20252 THE PAPER

127 E. Main St. 103 
P.O. Box 272 

Crawfordsville, Indiana 47933
Main 765-361-0100 

www.thepaper24-7.com

Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY

Arnis ....................................... A2
Gould Body ............................ A1
2016 Stewardship .................. A6
JM Thompson ......................... A2
Maxwell Farm.......................... A2
Rock Point Church .................. A2

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Montgomery County’s oldest locally owned independent newspaper

CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA WWW.THEPAPER24-7.COM

50¢

WEEKEND
Dec. 31, 2016 - Jan. 2, 2017

crawfordsvilleweather.com

 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
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Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
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in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
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ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
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BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
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lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.
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becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
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Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”
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truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.
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Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
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and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
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employees were already working in the building.
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Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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	▪BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA

Do You Recognize This 1975 CHS 
Graduate?

HINT:  He became a firefighter and also 
served many years as the Linden Town 
Marshal.

Answer on Page 6

OBITUARIES

Jerrad Alan Van-
Cleave Sr., age 49 of 
Crawfordsville, was 
reunited with his Lord 
and Savior on Sep-
tember 14, 2025 at 
home surrounded by 
his loving family. He 
was born on February 
26, 1976 to David and 
Kathy (Axsom) VanCleave in Crawfordsville. 
Jerrad married Jennifer Vansickle in 1999 in 
New Ross Methodist Church.

He was a graduate of South Montgomery 
High School, Class of 1994 and Lincoln 
Tech in Indianapolis with a degree in Auto-
motive Service Technology. Jerrad was an 
automotive technician for Larry Cummings, 
Horner Automotive, Mike Raiser and Chris-
tie Hubler, retiring in 2021 to run “Papaw’s 
Daycare.” He was a very faithful man, serving 
the Lord with Providence Christian Church 
in Beckville, Indiana. He also was a member 
and former president of He-Man Organiza-
tion, spending time in fellowship with men in 
the local community. Jerrad enjoyed spend-
ing time outdoors, especially hunting and 
fishing. He was a beloved father, volunteering 
and coaching his children’s sporting teams. 
Jerrad was loved by his grandchildren, and 
he loved playing with them.

He is survived by his wife, Jennifer; father, 
David VanCleave; mother, Kathy VanCleave; 
3 children, Kaylee (Dyllan) Wirth, Jerrad Jr. 
(Haylee) VanCleave and Kari-Ann VanCleave; 
3 grandchildren, Weston Wirth, Jameson 
Wirth and Rosaleigh Violet VanCleave; sib-
lings, Jason (Heather) VanCleave and Jenni-
fer (Kathy Bowlds) VanCleave. He will also 
be missed by his nieces, nephews, extended 
family and the “Bonus Children” he lovingly 
supported throughout the years.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
He-Man, 9999 E 600 S, New Ross, IN 47968.

Visitation will be held on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17 from 4-7 pm at Sanders Funeral 
Care, 315 S Washington Street in Crawfords-
ville. A Funeral Home service will be held on 
Thursday, September 18 at 11:00 am. Burial 
will follow at Pisgah Cemetery on 200 S out-
side of New Ross. Share memories and con-
dolences at www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

Jerrad VanCleave
February 26, 1976 - September 14, 2025

Betty Jane 
(Kingston) Hooten, 
age 87 of Crawfords-
ville, passed away on 
Saturday, September 
13, 2025. She was 
born in Equality, 
Illinois, on April 
27, 1938 to the late 
Benjamin Frank-
lin & Mary Louisa 
(Kellmes) Kingston.

On November 10, 1956 in Corinth, Mississip-
pi, Betty married the love of her life, Lowell 
Eugene Hooten, who preceded her in death 
on April 13, 2017. She was a loving mother 
and homemaker and ran a day care out of her 
home for 15 years. She enjoys doing embroi-
dery, loved doing crafts and watching her 
hummingbirds, and loved spending time with 
her puppy, Barnaby. She loved her Lord and 
Savior and attended Calvary Chapel in Craw-
fordsville.

She is survived by a daughter, Brenda (Paul) 
Euvino; a grandson, Brian Euvino; a great 
granddaughter, Elizabeth “Lizzie” Euvino; 
and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; 
her husband, Lowell; six siblings, Homer 
“Pete” Kingston, Jennie Crawford, Mabel 
Stone, Anna Kingston, Hubert Kingston, and 
Benjamin Jr. Kingston.

Visitation will be at Sanders Funeral Care, 
315 S Washington St, in Crawfordsville 
on Wednesday, September 17, 2025 from 
10:00am till the time of the funeral service at 
12:00pm with Pastor Dave Keesee officiating. 
Burial will follow at Oak Hill South Cemetery. 
Share memories and condolences online at 
www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

Betty Hooten
April 27, 1938 - September 13, 2025

Anita B. Murphy, 
age 80 of Crawfords-
ville, passed away on 
September 12, 2025 
after a courageous 
fight with cancer. 
She was born on July 
23, 1945 to Blye and 
Fannie (Seay) Moody 
in Kansas City, MO.

Anita married Jack 
Allen Murphy, spending over 50 loving years 
together until his passing in 2017.

She was always ready to play a game of cards 
with anyone, carrying a deck in her purse 
at all times. Anita loved traveling to Florida 
with her family, with Panama City Beach be-
ing her favorite. She was a longtime member 
of Alamo Christian Church.

Anita is survived by her sons, Todd (Tia) 
Murphy of Indianapolis and Troy Murphy of 
Crawfordsville; grandchildren, Sara (Steve), 
Jacob, Jessica (Josh), Matt (Stephanie) and 
Jack; great grandchildren, Haley, Claire, 
Josie, Cooper, Kobyn, Emma, Ethan, Ella, 
Lily, Alex and Madison.

She was preceded in death by her parents; 
husband, Jack; and daughter, Tami Booher.

With Anita’s wishes, services will be private. 
She will be laid to rest next to Jack at Indian 
Creek Hill Cemetery outside of New Market.

Share memories and condolences at www.
SandersFuneralCare.com.

Anita Murphy
July 23, 1945 - September 12, 2025

The Crawfordsville / 
Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce 
is hosting a City / Coun-
ty Legislative Lunch at 
noon on Friday on the 
third floor of Fusion 
54, 101 W. Main Street, 
Crawfordsville.

The panel will consist 
of Mayor Todd Bar-
ton, City Council Andy 
Biddle, County Commis-
sioner Dan Guard and 
County Councilor David 
Hunt. The panel will 
give updates on what 
is happening in our 
community followed by 
a question-and-answer 
session.

The sponsor for this 

event is Lakeside Book 
Company.  Lunch will 
be catered by Jimmy 
John’s. This event is 
open to the public. The 
cost is $10 for Craw-
fordsville / Montgomery 
County Chamber of 
Commerce members 
and $15 for non-cham-
ber members.

Please register to 
attend online at craw-
fordsvillechamber.com 
or call the Chamber 
(765) 362-6800 today.

City, County Government 
Leaders Featured at Lunch

Sagamore News Media presents

Tropical Costa RicaTropical Costa Rica
HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIEHOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE

FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 
800-581-8942

Refer to booking #1344002
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	▪  BUTCH DALE’S BACK IN THE DAYBUTCH
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How we loved that!

"Tony Endicott would 
turn off all the street 
lights at 11:00 pm, but 
our wonderful base-
burner put out a cheery 
glow in the winter and 
the cob incinerator at 
the elevator did the 
same...In the summer, 
Jane and I would be out 
on our bikes checking 
out the town just as the 
birds were waking...The 
school kids would get 
out of school to look for 
milkweed pods, which 
were used to make 
parachutes during the 
war...I remember Joe 
McClaskey deliver-
ing milk and one day 
having to get the crank 
out of his truck to kill a 
blue racer snake in our 
yard...And the won-
derful Omar man! My 
sisters always got what 
they wanted. I finally 
learned to wait on him 
up the street to get what 
I wanted--cinnamon 
twists...

"Saturday nights 
were really fun. Ev-
eryone came to town. 
Our restaurant, the 
Cox Cafe, was so busy 
serving our regular 
Saturday night folks, we 
could hardly keep up. 
Fred and Mary Butler, 
along with Eddie, were 
regulars all week. Fred 
didn't want 'horse slob-
bers' (meringue) on his 
pie, so of course Eddie 
didn't either. Wally 
Cox was an awful tease. 
I was his waitress at 
noon one day. I wanted 
to get back at him for 
all the teasing I had 
endured. When I took 
him his water, he took a 
big drink and immedi-
ately spit it out all over 
everywhere. It was fizz 
water. Needless to say, I 
never did that again.

"After ballgames, 
you could barely walk 
through the restaurant. 
The ball boys were al-
lotted a certain amount 
of money to spend, and 
when Linden came to 
play they also came 
in, because Uncle Alex 
(Cox) was their coach. 
We're talking one milk-
shake machine here, 
folks! It was hectic, and 
it was fun. The kids 
going to the consolidat-
ed schools today don't 

know anything about 
this type of camarade-
rie.

"I mustn't forget the 
'Sunshine' (theater). 
The same show played 
Sunday through Tues-
day, closed Wednesday, 
with a new show Thurs-
day through Saturday. 
I don't think I missed a 
one...And how I wish I 
had all the comic books 
my sisters and I bought 
for a dime at the drug 
store. Decoration Day, 
as we call Memorial 
Day now, was a won-
derful celebration for 
the entire community. 
People who had moved 
away would come back 
to visit with old friends 
and pay respect to their 
dead. There would be 
a band concert and so 
much love and caring 
in our little community. 
How I miss the Darling-
ton of my youth!

Marta married Harvey 
Jeffries in 1951, and 
they resided in Ladoga, 
becoming the parents 
of five children, Jaye, 
Jewell, Joe, Holly, and 
Jon. Together they built 
Roachdale Building 
Supplies, which they 
ran for 40 years. Their 
home was a welcome 
gathering place for 
family and friends. 
Marta also volunteered 
at Lane House, and 
touched many lives 
with her friendly smile 
and caring attitude. 
Harvey passed away in 
2003, and Marta passed 
away in 2016. Thanks, 
Marta, for your great 
memories!

John “Butch” Dale is 
a retired teacher and 
County Sheriff. He has 
also been the librari-
an at Darlington the 
past 36 years, and is a 
well-known artist and 
author of local history.

Back in the day, Darlington had its own National Guard unit, first organized as 
Company K of the 152nd Infantry. Shown above are the local members of the 
Guard posing on Main Street, preparing to leave for training in August of 1921.

Marta Cox Jeffries

PUBLIC NOTICES
TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 

AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk 
of Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No.  54D01-2503-
MF-000279 wherein Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, as Trustee for 
Freddie Mac SLST 2022-1 Participation Interest Trust was Plaintiff, and Gordon J. 
Mills, Occupant(s) of 17 Gladiator Dr, Waynetown, IN 47990, Commodity Credit 
Corporation, Credit Acceptance Corp. and Indiana Housing and Community 
Development Authority were Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as 
provided for in said Decree with interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to 
the highest bidder, on the 8th day of October, 2025, at the hour of 10:00 A.M. 
or as soon thereafter as is possible, at 600 Memorial Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 
47933, the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Montgomery County, 
Indiana. 

Lot numbered 17, as the same is known and designated on the recorded plat 
or Cap Subdivision to the Town of Wayne Town, Montgomery County, Indiana as 
the same appears of record as Instrument Numbered 200500836 in the Recorders 
Office of Montgomery County, Indiana.

More commonly known as: 17 Gladiator Dr, Waynetown, IN 47990
Parcel No. : 05-14-443-039.017-037
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws. 
Alan W. McEwan                                           Ryan Needham
24051-49                                                       	Sheriff of Montgomery County
Doyle & Foutty, P.C.
41 E Washington Street
Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46204           
Wayne Township 
17 Gladiator Dr, Waynetown, IN 47990
Street Address 
The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street 

addressed published herein 
SHERIFF FILE NO:
SERVICE DIRECTED TO:
Gordon J. Mills
P.O. Box 253
Waynetown, IN 47990
MANNER OF SERVICE: Certified Mail
Occupant(s) of 17 Gladiator Dr, Waynetown, IN 47990
17 Gladiator Dr
Waynetown, IN 47990
MANNER OF SERVICE: Sheriff

NOTICE
DOYLE & FOUTTY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR

PL5154    9/3  9/10   9/17   3t    hspaxlp

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON TRASH RATES
Notice is hereby given to the residents of the Town of New Richmond, 

Montgomery, County, Indiana, that the Town Council of New Richmond will 
consider at the New Richmond Community Room 215 S Prairie Street at 6:00p 
on the 1st day of October, 2025.  There will be a public hearing and adoption to 
follow for Trash Ordinance 2023-2, the Town of New Richmond’s trash rates are 
increasing to $14.50 per month, per household, starting November, 2025.

Dated this 15th day of September, 2025
The Town of New Richmond

PL5159    9/17   9/24   2t    hspaxlp

Continue Learning at the Library
Feel 

like you 
have 
some 
gaps 
in your 
knowl-
edge? 

Maybe it’s something 
you know you learned 
in school, but at the 
time, you didn’t think 
you’d ever need it 
again. Now, you’re 
stuck. What do you do?

Come review at the 
library! This month’s 
second floor book 
display highlights 
the basics, subject by 
subject.

Start with “Study like 
a Champ: The Psychol-
ogy-Based Guide to 
'Grade A' Study Habits” 
by Regan A.R. Gurung 
and John Dunlosky 
(371.3 Gur). It can 
be easy to overlook 
these basic classroom 
skills, but they form an 
essential foundation for 
anything you want to 
learn!

Latin may be a dead 
language, but knowl-
edge of basic grammar 
and vocabulary will 
help in any of its many 
derivatives. The quint-
essential textbook is 
“Wheelock's Latin” by 
Frederic M. Wheelock 

(478.2 Whe) with its 
workbook by Paul T. 
Comeau (478.2 Com).

“Science: The Defini-
tive Visual Guide”, edit-
ed by Adam Hart-Davis 
(500 Science), covers 
discoveries from the 
dawn of science to to-
day in rich detail. In my 
school library, this kind 
of book rarely made it 
to a chair. Kids would 
pull them off the shelf 
and just sit down where 
they were to marvel at 
the pictures. So, enjoy, 
but please try not to 
block foot traffic.

Lawrence Potter’s 
“Mathematics Minus 
Fear: How to Make 
Math Fun and Benefi-
cial to Your Everyday 
Life” (510 Pot) is not 
the snoozefest you 
might expect. Using 
humor, puzzles, and 
plenty of examples, 
it explains essential, 
practical skills.

Any questions you 
didn’t work up the 
nerve to ask in health 
class are answered in 
Cara Natterson’s “This 
is So Awkward: Mod-
ern Puberty Explained” 
(612.6 Natterson). In 
addition to the physical 
effects, it also discusses 
the social and emotion-
al elements of puberty.

Whether you want to 
patch drywall or a pair 
of pants, Sharon and 
David Bowers cover all 
the essentials in “The 
Useful Book: 201 Life 
Skills They Used to 
Teach in Home Ec and 
Shop” (640 Bow).

If you skimmed your 
way through English 
class, “The New Anno-
tated Frankenstein” by 
Mary Shelley (823.7 
She) and similar re-
sources are perfect for 
makeup work. Anno-
tated editions, reading 
guides, and modern 
English adaptations 
offer essential context 
to understand not just 
the classics themselves, 
but everything they’ve 
influenced.

For a broad topic like 
social studies, get a 
broad overview from 
Lonely Planet’s “The 
Travel Book: A Journey 
Through Every Country 
in the World” (910.202 
Tra). Also, visit the 
A to Z World Culture 
Database on the digital 
resources page of our 
library website! It’s one 
of many opportunities 
for lifelong learning 
you can access for free 
with your library card.

Learning doesn’t have 

to stop after school. 
The library’s shelves 
are full of materials 
to help you continue 
learning and grow-
ing. Whether you are 
seeking information 
for a job or just curious 
about life, come see 
what you can discover 
at your library. If you 
don’t have a library 
card yet, stop at our 
first floor circulation 
desk and find out what 
you need to get one. 
Now is the perfect time 
to get or renew your 
library card because 
September is National 
Library Card Sign-Up 
Month. When you 
check out an item with 
your library card this 
month, you can be en-
tered to win one of our 
Book Lovers prizes.

Check out what else 
is happening on our 
website at crawfordsvil-
lelibrary.in.gov or call 
us at 765-362-2242. 
The library is open 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, and 1-5 
p.m. Sunday.

Susanna Howard is 
a Library Assistant 
in the Adult Services 
Department at the 
Crawfordsville District 
Public Library.

Susanna 
Howard 

Guest Columnist
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through cooperation 
rather than compe-
tition. MoCo Mutual 
Aid stands firmly on 
this principle, offering 
a counter-narrative to 
the prevailing social 
and economic systems 
that often leave soci-
ety’s most vulnerable 
behind. In the words of 
Morrison, “If anything, 
our hope is to remind 
people that we don’t 
have to be competing 
against each other, that 
we can work togeth-
er more so than as 
individuals to try to get 
people’s needs met.”

Unlike charity mod-
els, the group’s admin 
team sees its role not 
as benefactors but as 
facilitators. The com-
munity itself identifies 
and responds to needs 
in real time, primar-
ily through its strong 
Facebook presence and 
other in-person outlets.

“It’s based on what the 
community responds 
to. We have leaders 
within the group, but 
it’s based on what the 
community responds to 
on our Facebook posts. 
People post about need 
and the community it-
self meets those needs,” 
said Whetstone.

The group has orga-
nized the water cooler 
project, providing 
bottles of water during 
recent heat spikes, and 
cooperative gardening, 
with more ideas on the 
horizon. Additionally, 
the admins monitor 
individual requests 
posted on the page. In 
the spirit of solidarity, 
requests are often post-
ed on behalf of other 
community members. 
One such post appealed 
for labor on that brake 
job; in response, some-
one purchased parts, 
and another person 
installed them.

MoCo Mutual Aid is 
not a non-profit organi-
zation. It is an associ-
ation of people whose 
“primary focus (at this 
time) is on being a 
‘clearinghouse’ of sup-
port for local mutual 
aid projects and to em-
power people to start/
participate in their own 
mutual aid projects.” 
Decision-making is 
consensus-driven and 
requires a foundation 
of trust.

The admins juggle 
full-time careers while 
stewarding the associ-
ation’s growth—a feat 
requiring strategic fore-
sight and grassroots en-
gagement. Whetstone’s 
focus is on community 
development, infra-
structure and strategic 
planning, seeking out 
emergent needs and 
spinning up projects 
that, once mature, 
become self-sustaining. 
Morrison, meanwhile, 
concentrates on long-
term sustainability—
building a generative 
group culture where 

leadership and respon-
sibilities are continu-
ally passed down and 
shared, preventing 
burnout and centering 
a diversity of voices.

Recently, MoCo Mutu-
al Aid ratified a new 
code of conduct and 
an organizing hand-
book, demonstrating 
their commitment to 
inclusive, accountable 
leadership. “I want this 
to exist long after we 
were involved,” said 
Morrison. He envisions 
a sustainable organiza-
tion where new leaders 
are developed, and it’s 
not reliant on the same 
group of people.

Their impact surfaces 
in tangible successes 
across Montgomery 
County: the highly visi-
ble “bright pink cooler” 
water project blos-
somed outside the local 
library. These visible 
projects foster low-risk 
trust, empowering res-
idents to turn to their 
neighbors—as Whet-
stone said “When times 
are tough, they can 
turn to their neighbor, 
they can turn to people 
within their community 
and know that they’ll 
be safe”.

Yet, the realities are 
sometimes heartbreak-
ing—a sentiment that 
comes alive in Whet-
stone’s account from 
their family’s gaming 
store. Whetstone 
recounted, “It’s heart-
breaking when you 
have a parent come in 
with their card binder 
to sell cards, and their 
young child is with 
them. Parent is picking 
out cards, and young 
child throws their bind-
er up on the counter 
and says, ‘I can help 
too.’ That’s a special 
type of heartbreaking 
when you have some-
one so young taking 
accountability for a 
broken system.” The 
severity of such trends, 
Whetstone noted, 
echoes the hardships of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, signaling a deepen-
ing crisis.

MoCo Mutual Aid 
creates space for 
community members 
who might otherwise 
be sidelined from 
traditional volunteer 
avenues. Whetstone, 
a social worker by 
profession, values how 
this space empow-
ers those with varied 
backgrounds, allowing 
even those with crim-
inal justice histories 
opportunities to show 
up for others—subvert-
ing the gatekeeping 
that is often present in 
nonprofits. Neighbors 
who receive help often 
quickly turn around to 
help others, fostering 
a cycle of redemption 
and dignity.

Facebook activity is 
telling: where other lo-
cal online groups might 
stigmatize those asking 

for support, MoCo 
Mutual Aid upholds 
strong moderation and 
empathy, ensuring 
requests are met with 
affirmation rather than 
judgment.

MoCo Mutual Aid’s 
organizers are frank 
about the limits of mu-
tual aid in addressing 
entrenched systemic 
injustices. Challenges 
with affordable hous-
ing, laws that favor 
landlords over tenants 
and rising rents are 
reminders of problems 
that only policy change 
can truly resolve. 
Whetstone dreams of 
empowering tenants 
to organize unions, 
particularly as local 
apartment complexes 
face new ownership 
and higher costs, but 
acknowledges that such 
efforts can only go so 
far without broader 
reform.

MoCo Mutual Aid is 
open to all, with the 
caveat that everyone 
remains respectful and 
honors the core values: 
solidarity, not charity; 
accountability; trans-
parency; and growth.

Volunteers and benefi-
ciaries range across the 
political spectrum—Re-
publicans, Libertarians, 
Democrats, leftists—
united in their desire 
to help neighbors. As 
Morrison echoes Fred-
erick Douglass: “We’ll 
work with anybody who 
wants to do right.”

Looking ahead, both 
Whetstone and Morri-
son believe that MoCo 
Mutual Aid’s strength 
lies in the diversity 
and engagement of 
its members. “The 
strength of the com-
munity is really in how 
many people buy into 
it and the relationships 
we build with each oth-
er along the way,” said 
Whetstone. For them, 
the goal is a robust 
mutual aid infrastruc-
ture that’s here to stay, 
owned and sustained 
not by a few leaders, 
but by the entire com-
munity.

As MoCo Mutual Aid 
continues its evolution, 
its members aim for 
a movement built not 
just for crisis, but for 
the everyday dignity of 
all Montgomery County 
neighbors.

The League of Wom-
en Voters is a non-
partisan, multi-issue 
political organization 
which encourages 
informed and active 
participation in gov-
ernment. For informa-
tion about the League, 
visit the website www.
lwvmontcoin.org; 
or, visit the League 
of Women Voters of 
Montgomery County, 
Indiana Facebook 
page.

 

seen since the Civil War.

It was a surreal time to 
be an American.

Something like now . . . 
but let’s revisit that in a 
second. First, let’s recap 
the last few years or so:

June, 2017. Remember 
the shooting at a Repub-
lican baseball practice 
when Rep. Steve Scalise 
and four others were 
shot?

How about November 
that year when Sen. 
Rand Paul was attacked 
by a neighbor while 
mowing his lawn?

Less than three years 
later, FBI and Michigan 
State Police broke up a 
plot to kidnap Michigan 
Democrat Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer.

Remember the Jan. 6 
Capitol Hill riot? Take 
whatever side you want, 
the fact is things got 
very out of control that 
day.

In June of 2022 an 
armed man mad about 
Roe v. Wade was arrest-
ed near Supreme Court 
Justice Brett Kvana-
ugh’s home.

A couple of months af-
ter that, a man showed 
up at Nancy Pelosi’s 
house with a plan to 
kidnap her. She wasn’t 
home but husband Paul 
Pelosi was and got a 
fractured skull for it.

Of course we all 
remember the assassi-
nation attempt when 
President Donald 
Trump got nicked in the 
ear, an inch or two away 
from a very different 
outcome.

That was in July of 
last year. A year ago 
this week what might’ve 
been a second assas-
sination attempt was 
subverted when Secret 
Service saw and shot 
at a man hiding on 
Trump’s golf course in 
Florida with a rifle.

Ancient history? OK, 
fine. How about just this 
year?

In April, Pennsylvania 
Democratic Governor 
Josh Shapiro, his wife 
and four children (as 
well as another fami-
ly), fled the governor’s 
mansion after some-
one threw a Molotov 
cocktail inside, causing 
significant damage to 
the home. This came 
just hours after the fam-
ily had Passover Dinner 
there.

In June, someone shot 
and killed Democrat 
State Rep. Melissa Hort-
man and her husband in 
the Minnesota home.

Earlier that same day 
Democratic State Sen. 
John Hoffman and his 
wife were also shot. 
They fortunately sur-
vived. A list of alleged 
targets was found with 
Rep. Ilhan Omar and 
Sen. Tina Smith on it.

And just last week of 
course we lost conser-
vative activist Charlie 
Kirk.

Maybe it’s because we 
were kids, but it felt dif-
ferent back then. Yes, it 
was surreal. But some-
how it felt like a good 
part of the country real-
ized right from wrong. I 
don’t remember anyone 
celebrating the deaths of 
JFK, RFK or MLK. Sure, 
there was plenty of hate 
in the country. Some 
of us recall the wanted 
for treason posters that 
circulated before JFK 
was shot and killed.

There have always 
been lunkheads. There 
always will be.

But the big difference 
is that on Nov. 23 of 
’63 there was no wide-
spread celebration that 
Kennedy was killed. 
Nothing the day after 
Bobby and Martin were 
gunned down.

Maybe it’s the faulty 
memory of an aging 
newspaper vagabond, 
but it sure seemed like 
most everyone shook 
their heads at the sense-
less acts. No one agreed 
it was the right thing. 
And it surely wasn’t 
celebrated.

Have you looked at so-
cial media since Charlie 
Kirk was murdered?

Of course – like they 
always do – the poli-
ticians blabber about 
unifying, coming 
together as a nation. I’m 
sure they mean it, too . . 
. so long as you unify on 
their side.

Trump: "It’s long past 
time for all Ameri-
cans and the media to 
confront the fact that 
violence and murder are 
the tragic consequence 
of demonizing those 
with whom you disagree 
day after day, year after 
year, in the most hateful 
and despicable way 
possible."

Really? This from the 
guy who calls every 

political opponent 
names straight off 
the schoolyard play-
ground? It’s the same 
on the left when Bernie 
Sanders took a break 
from calling Trump and 
conservatives fascists 
to issue his own pleas 
for singing Kumbaya 
around the campfire.

It really doesn’t matter 
whether it’s global, na-
tional, regional or local. 
Heck, I had several 
emails asking if I was 
worried that I could be 
a target because of the 
conservative and Chris-
tian viewpoints I’ve 
taken. One delightful 
reader – who used to be 
friends with my parents, 
wrote that she’s worried 
for me. I wrote back and 
told her how much I ap-
preciated the concern, 
but folks like Charlie 
Kirk touched millions. 
At the very most I’m 
seen by thousands – 
and probably read by 11 
or 12 of you.

She wrote back and 
said it only takes one.

And that’s the world 
we live in today. Too 
often those on the outer 
edges – left or right – 
preach tolerance but are 
anything but if you dare 
disagree. Do I publicly 
oppose abortion and 
those who say they can 
choose to be whatever 
sex they want. Do I 
stand against those who 
want to drive Israel 
from the river into the 
sea? Do I disagree with 
liberals who see a very 
different country than 
I do.

Yes. Yes. And Yes.

Does that mean I’m 
right? Not my call to 
make. I believe there 
comes a day of judg-
ment when my Boss – a 
former Jewish carpenter 
– will tell me how I did. 
I’m scared to death I 
won’t measure up, but 
I’m certainly OK with 
the concept.

The problem it seems, 
is that we live in a 
polarized world where 
almost all sides have 
decided they get to do 
the judging.

How surreal is that?

Two cents, which 
is about how much 
Timmons said his 
columns are worth, 
appears periodically 
on Wednesdays in The 
Paper. Timmons is the 
publisher of The Paper 
and can be contacted 
at ttimmons@thepa-
per24-7.com.
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Women’s Legacy Fund to Learn About New Community Public Transit
The Women’s Legacy 

Fund of the Montgom-
ery County Community 
Foundation will hold 
its annual education 
information meeting at 
6:30  p.m. Monday at 
the Crawfordsville Park 
& Recreation Center, 
922 E. South Blvd.  All 
members and guests 
are urged to attend and 
learn about the new 
public transportation 
service that will be 
launched in January.

Fawn Johnson, direc-
tor of Crawfordsville 
Park and Recreation 
and Belinda Young, se-

nior programming and 
transportation director, 
will explain the tran-
sition of the Sunshine 
Vans from a service for 
seniors and those with 
disabilities, to transpor-
tation opportunities for 
all Montgomery County 
residents. This service 
supported by the county 
and city will provide 
needed transportation 
for those going to work, 
shopping and appoint-
ments.

The Women’s Legacy 
Fund is dedicated to 
supporting innovative 
ways to improve the 

lives of women and 
children in Montgom-
ery County. WLF is 
open to any person who 
wants to join. The phil-
anthropic annual gifts 
of $300 per member 
are pooled to provide 
grants to local nonprof-
its working to improve 
the quality of life for 
women and children. 
Those interested in 
joining should contact 
the Montgomery Coun-
ty Community Foun-
dation at www.mccf-in.
org or by calling (765) 
362-1267.

Sagamore News Media presents

Tropical Costa RicaTropical Costa Rica
HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIEHOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE

FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 
800-581-8942

Refer to booking #1344002
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Walk for Recovery, 
in 2021 at Milligan 
Park. This event had 
an amazing amount of 
support from commu-
nity members, treat-
ment providers, and 
various social service 
agencies who hosted 
booths to share re-
sources for the Mont-
gomery County Recov-
ery Community and 
their loved ones. This 
event has grown and 
expanded so much that 
it needed to be moved 
to Pike Place in 2022.

This wonderful and 

positive event has 
become an annual cele-
bration because InWell 
wanted to create an 
event to highlight the 
local recovery commu-
nity and show support 
to them and their loved 
ones who have been 
affected by substance 
use disorder. InWell 
wants to continue to 
recognize the sharing 
of local recovery stories 
to decrease stigma and 
normalize asking for 
help when it is needed. 

As always, many 
resources can be 

found on the Drug 
Free Montgomery 
County’s website at 
drugfreemoco.org. 
For further questions, 
reach out to Diamond 
Justus at diamond@
mcysb.org. Drug Free 
Montgomery County is 
a program of the Youth 
Service Bureau. The 
YSB is a United Way in 
Montgomery County 
partner agency and is 
also supported by the 
Montgomery County 
Community Founda-
tion.
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WE'RE
HIRING

Join our team today!
Send your resume to 
jobs@thepaper24-7.com

W W W . T H E P A P E R 2 4 - 7 . C O M

W E  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R  C A N D I D A T E S
F O R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  P O S I T I O N S :

Looking for a flexible position?

Interested in learning more about 
the newspaper industry?

Ready to learn something new or challenge
yourself to improve your current skills?

Sales Get to know local businesses and find
advertising options to fit their needs

Pagination Flex your creative muscle as you 
lay out news stories using inDesign 

Clerical Assist our business department with
account and subscription management

S A G A M O R E  N E W S  M E D I A

Training available for motivated individuals!

FOR THE RECORD
For The Record is a public service and regular feature in The Paper of Mont-
gomery County. It is designed to tell you what is scheduled to happen and 
what actually does happen in meetings paid for with your tax dollars. The 
Paper encourages all citizens to take an active role in being involved in local 
government.

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
City of Crawfordsville
City Building
300 E. Pike St., Second Floor
Crawfordsville
Agenda
September 16, 2025, at 8:30 AM
Common Council Chambers
I. Call to Order & Roll Call
II. Approval of Minutes
A. June 17, 2025
III. Approval of Claims
IV. Approval of Financial Reports
V. New Business
A. Consideration of a Declaratory Resolution
VI. Old Business
VII. Update from Mayor Todd Barton
VIII. Economic Development Report from Cheryl Morphew
IX. Miscellaneous
A. Next regularly scheduled meeting: October 21, 2025 at 8:30 a.m.
X. Adjournment

PLANNING COMMISSION
City of Crawfordsville
City Building
300 E. Pike St., Second Floor
Crawfordsville
Agenda
September 16, 2025 at 5:00 PM
Common Council Chambers
I. Call to Order & Roll Call
II. Presentation of Minutes
A. July 15, 2025
III. Old Business
IV. New Business
A. Consideration of an Order that a Declaratory Resolution approved and 
adopted by the Crawfordsville Redevelopment Commission conforms to the 
plan of development of the City and approving said Resolution
V. Miscellaneous
A. Informational Update by City Administration
B. Next regularly scheduled meeting: October 21, 2025
VI. Adjournment

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
City of Crawfordsville
City Building
300 E. Pike St., Second Floor
Crawfordsville
Agenda
September 17 2025 at 7:00 PM
Common Council Chambers
I. Call to Order & Roll Call
II. Presentation of Minutes
A. August 20, 2025
III. Old Business
A. SE 0070 (Continued from previous meeting) Montgomery County 4-H 
Inc. requests a special exception from the schedule of uses to allow overnight 
camping in a C-1, conservation zoning district at 400 Parke Avenue (Parcel 
No. 54-07-32-442-039.000-030)
IV. New Business
A. UV 0104 Dax & Valerie Bunch request a use variance from the schedule 
of uses of the City Zoning Ordinance to allow a manufactured home in an 
R-2, residential zoning district at Michigan Street (Parcel No. 54-10-04-224-
030.002-030)
V. Miscellaneous
A. Informational Update by City Administration
B. Next regularly scheduled meeting: October 15, 2025
VI. Adjournment

UNION TOWNSHIP BOARD
The Union Township Board will meet on Thursday Sept. 25, 2025, at 5:30 
p.m. at the Union Township Trustee’s Office, 1311 Darlington Ave., Crawfords-
ville. This is a public meeting.

Public Notices Deadline: 11:00 a.m.  Public Notices Deadline: 11:00 a.m.  
2 Business Days Prior to Publication:  legals@thepaper24-7.com 2 Business Days Prior to Publication:  legals@thepaper24-7.com 

Private Party Notices Submitted After Deadline May Be Subject To $25.00 Fee In Addition To The Cost Of The AdvertisementPrivate Party Notices Submitted After Deadline May Be Subject To $25.00 Fee In Addition To The Cost Of The Advertisement
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“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - NoonSaturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.compompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/25

WE'RE
HIRING

Join our team today!
Send your resume to 
jobs@thepaper24-7.com

W W W . T H E P A P E R 2 4 - 7 . C O M

W E  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R  C A N D I D A T E S
F O R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  P O S I T I O N S :

Looking for a flexible position?

Interested in learning more about 
the newspaper industry?

Ready to learn something new or challenge
yourself to improve your current skills?

Sales Get to know local businesses and find
advertising options to fit their needs

Pagination Flex your creative muscle as you 
lay out news stories using inDesign 

Clerical Assist our business department with
account and subscription management

S A G A M O R E  N E W S  M E D I A

Training available for motivated individuals!

Montgomery County Retired Teachers Meeting

President Steve Frees 
welcomed members 
to the September 8th 
Montgomery County 
Retired Teachers Asso-
ciation meeting held in 
the Crawfordsville Pub-
lic Library.  The mem-
bers enjoyed a pizza 
luncheon provided by 
the Association.  Table 
decorations were pro-
vided by Denise Walker 
and Jane Steiner.  The 
invocation was given by 
Mary Grimes.

Neil Schmitzer 
Torbert, a psychology 
professor at Wabash 
College, presented the 
program entitled ‘A 
Mindful Look at Stress 
and Anxiety.’  Profes-
sor Schmitzer Torbert 
has done extensive 
study in the areas of 
neuroscience and the 
science of meditation.  
Following the COVID 
pandemic, Schmitzer 
Torbert began teach-
ing mindfulness-based 
stress reduction. He 
gave a very informative 
presentation.

President Steve called 
the business meeting 
to order following the 
program.  The minutes 
from the June meeting 

were approved.  Barb 
Foster, treasurer, pre-
sented the treasurer’s 
report which was ap-
proved.  Lynn Robison 
told the members that 
an audit has success-
fully been completed. 
Janet Armbruster 
reminded members 
to keep track of our 
volunteer hours.  The 
basket donation money 
will go to Volunteers for 
Mental Health, specif-
ically to the Teacher 
Friend Program. Kim 
Nixon reported that we 
have interest money 
from the MCRTA/IRTA 
Foundation grant that 
we may donate to an 
organization. Several 
ideas for groups that 
could use the money 
are:  Fish Food Pan-
try, Meals on Wheels, 
Through the Gate, 
Pam’s Promise, and the 
Youth Service Bureau.  
Members of the grant 
committee will make 
recommendations at 
the next meeting.  Susie 
Minch mentioned that 
several members had 
sent in membership 
dues during the sum-
mer, which was helpful. 
Nancy Buckles told 
the group of member 
concerns.  She thanked 

Mary Lefebve for her 
excellent service to the 
membership concern 
committee.

President Steve 
received a thank-you 
card from Tom Meeks 
for our support to the 
summer ArchiCamp 
program at the Lew 
Wallace Study. 

Marilyn Spear an-
nounced the Senior 
Expo will be held on 
September 17 from 10 
am-2 pm at the First 
Baptist Church. Infor-
mation about senior 
events and programs in 
our community will be 
available at this expo.

The next meeting 
will be held on Mon-
day, October 13 at the 
library.  Table decora-
tions will be provided 
by Marilyn Spear, 
Mary Lou Dawald, and 
Cherlyn Hunter.  Mary 
Lou Dawald will give 
the invocation. Pat Stull 
will present informa-
tion about the Meals on 
Wheels program.

The meeting was ad-
journed.

ANSWER:  Jim Heisel

 BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA
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Thank you for reading 
The Paper!


