
Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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	▪AWL LUNA

Luna is a beautiful 6 year 
old female American Pit 
bull Terrier available for 
adoption from The Animal 
Welfare League (AWL) since 
8/20/2025. Luna is great on 
walks, cuddly, and affection-
ate!  Luna is all sorts of perfect 
and has even won the presti-
gious award of MOST BEAU-
TIFUL!  Luna is ready to find a 
furrever home to call her own! 
Luna is spayed, dewormed, 
and up to date on all of her 
shots!  AWL is open Monday - 
Friday from 2p-5p and Satur-
day’s from 12-3p.  Come say 
hi, snuggle cats, walk dogs, or 
lend a helping hand!!

The annual United Way Golf 
Scramble is nearing and there 
are still spots left for you to 
get involved, either as a golfer 
or a sponsor! The day begins 
with breakfast and registra-
tion at 8:30 on Friday, Sept. 
26 at Rocky Ridge in Darling-
ton. A shotgun start kicks off 
the golf at 10 a.m. The cost is 
only $400 per team and that 
includes breakfast, green fees, 
cart and more. Reserve you or 
your team’s spot at https://
uwlafayette.org/montgomery/
golf2025/. Sponsors are still 
needed and you can show your 
company’s support by getting 
involved. Breakfast, Drink Cart, 
Corporate and Hole Sponsor-
ships are available and prices 
start at only $200. For more 
information, reach out to our 
local director, Kayla Miles at 
(765) 362-5484.

Tropical Costa Rica
Sagamore News Media presents

HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE I FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 800-581-8942
Refer to booking #1344002

Tonight’s offerings of Friday 
Night Lights means we’re half-
way through the high school 
football season. Where does 
time go?

Dear 
Rusty: 
I plan 
to stop 
working 
very 
soon. 
My 
health 

is not good. I am 66 
years old, born in 
June 1959, so my full 
retirement age is 66 
years and 10 months. 
My wife passed away 
in March 2024, and 
she was collecting 
SS benefits when she 
died. I have no de-
pendent children. In 
general, what benefits 
am I entitled to? 
Signed: Unhealthy 
and Struggling 

Dear Unhealthy 
and Struggling: 
Sorry to hear that 
your health is failing, 
and that you will 
need to stop working 
soon. But do not fear 

– Social Security will 
be there for you. Here 
is some info to help 
you decide your next 
possible steps: 

Since you will not 
reach your full retire-
ment age until next 
year (in April 2026), 
your earnings limit 
from working for this 
year is $23,400 (or 
$1950/month). The 
earnings limit will ap-
ply only if you decide 
to claim Social Secu-
rity early (this year). 
If you decide to take 
Social Security this 
year, your earnings 
from before you take 
SS won’t count, but 
your monthly earn-
ings for the remaining 
months of this year 
will be subject to the 
2025 monthly lim-
it ($1950). If your 
monthly earnings 

	▪BOOMER BITS RETIREMENT

ASK RUSTY
Social Security 

Advisor

See RUSTY Page 3

	▪BOOMER BITS HEALTH

When Can Medicare 
Advantage Plans Switch?

Indiana Secretary of 
State Diego Morales is 
warning Hoosiers to 
stay alert for govern-
ment impersonation 
scams targeting resi-
dents through email, 
text, phone and social 
media.

The Indiana Secu-
rities Division has 
seen a rise in reports 
of scammers pos-
ing as government 
employees or agen-
cies, tricking victims 
into believing their 
accounts have been 
hacked or tied to ille-
gal activity. Scammers 
then pressure victims 
to move their money 
– often resulting in 
devastating financial 
losses.

Recent cases include:

•	 An elderly 
woman who lost 
over $800,000 
after being told 
her computer 
contained illegal 
content and or-
dered to transfer 
her savings into 
cryptocurrency 
and gold.

•	 Another Hoosier 
who lost nearly 
$2 million after 
scammers posing 
as Homeland 
Security agents 
convinced him to 
wire funds and 

hand over gold 
bars.

These scams often 
follow three steps:

1.	 Tech Support 
Imposter – A 
pop-up, text, or 
email directs 
victims to call 
“tech support,” 
giving scammers 
access to per-
sonal computers 
and financial 
accounts. They 

	▪BOOMER BITS TECHNOLOGY

See SCAMS Page 5

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.The Indiana Department of Transportation is in search of dedicated, qualified in-
dividuals who want to help serve their fellow Hoosiers this winter. INDOT will host 
winter seasonal hiring events on Tuesday from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. at six locations 

across the state, and on Tuesday, Oct. 7, from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. at four locations in the 
Southeast district. Winter seasonal positions run from November through early April. Pay 
starts at $21 per hour for full-time operations and $25 per hour for on-call snowplow-only 
operations. Registration is not required to attend INDOT’s hiring events, and interviews 
will be conducted on-site the same day. For a full list of hiring event locations and more 
information, visit INDOTJobs.com.

2. The Indianapolis International Airport is among 20 airports throughout the U.S. 
who are contenders in the USA TODAY 10BEST Readers’ Choice Awards “Best 
Airport for Art” contest. Voting runs through Oct. 6. Hoosiers and the traveling 

public can cast their vote for Indy each day of the contest. It’s just like our annual Read-
ers’ Choice contest AND Chicago politics – vote early and vote often!

3. The American Soybean Association expressed cautious optimism following the 
Make America Healthy Again Commission’s release of the Make Our Children 
Healthy Again Strategy. The strategy acknowledges the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s robust, science-based pesticide approval process, a welcome shift from earlier 
critiques, and highlights the benefits of precision agriculture while proposing policies 
to expand access to these tools. “Soybean farmers are thankful the MAHA Commission 
recognized EPA’s approval process as the global gold standard,” said ASA President Caleb 
Ragland. “Between the May report and today’s strategy, the Commission was accessible 
and open to learning more about modern farming practices. We truly felt like we had a 
seat at the table, and for that, we are incredibly appreciative.”

September is National 
Preparedness Month, and the 
American Red Cross reminds 
people to give hope by mak-
ing blood donation a priority. 
It’s the blood products al-
ready on the shelves that can 
make a difference in urgent 
on medical care.

Here in Montgomery 
County, one opportunity to 
do exactly that takes place 
Monday, Sept. 29 in Darling-
ton at the American Legion 
Post. From 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
that day, you can give blood 
and make a difference. The 
Red Cross is looking for 
donors of all types, especially 
those with types O positive 
and B negative blood. If you 
fall into one of those two 
categories, or are willing to 
donate no matter what blood 
type you are, please consider 
making an appointment to 
give.

All you have to do to book a 
time to give blood or plate-
lets is visit RedCrossBlood.
org, call 1-800-RED CROSS 
or use the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App.

National Preparedness 
Month is almost over and it’s 
a time to remember lifesav-
ing blood products are an 
essential part of prepared-
ness for every type of disas-
ter, whether it be home fires 
or natural disasters, such 
as hurricanes, flooding and 
wildfires. Severe weather can 
disrupt blood collections by 
causing blood drive cancella-
tions and impacting donors’ 
ability to give. Additionally, 
trauma patients may need 
blood product transfusions 
within minutes of entering 
emergency rooms. Those 
who give now could help 
someone in dire moments.

People coming together 
to care for one another is 
the humanitarian spirit 

Make A
Difference;
Save A Life

Q:   I have a Medicare 
Advantage Plan now, 
but I would like to 
change it.  When can I 
change that plan for a 
different one? Is there 
someone who can 
help find the best plan 
for me?
 
A: Medicare’s Annual 
Enrollment Period 
is October 15 – De-
cember 7. During this 
time, you can make 
changes to various 
aspects of your Medi-
care Advantage and 
Part D drug coverage.

Every September, 
Medicare enrollees 
receive an Annual 
Notice of Change 
(ANOC) letter from 
their insurance 
companies to let you 
know what changes 
may affect your plan 
for the following 

year. Premiums can 
increase; provider 
coverage can change; 
dental premiums may 
change; and you may 
see changes to which 
prescription drugs are 
covered under your 
plan.

During the annual en-
rollment period, you 
can do the following:

•	 Change from 
Medicare to a 
Medicare Advan-
tage plan

•	 Drop a Medicare 
Advantage Plan

•	 Change from one 
Medicare Ad-
vantage plan to a 
different one

•	 Change from one 
Part D prescrip-
tion drug plan to 
another

What Benefits Am I Entitled To?

See PLANS Page 5

Secretary of State: Beware Government Hoax Scams

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY
Stop blaming yourself for your 
failures…

learn astrology and blame the 
planets.

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Don’t look at your feet to see 
if you are doing it right. Just 
dance.”

 - Anne Lamott

See LIFE Page 3

You can make a differ-
ence and could very well 
save a life by donating 
blood or platelets. It’s 
easy to do this month. 
Make plans to be in 
Darlington on Monday, 
Sept. 29 from 1 p.m. to 
6 p.m. at the American 
Legion Post 302, located 
at 201 W. South St. For 
more details, or to make 
an appointment visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, call 
1-800-RED CROSS or 
use the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App.

Indiana Secretary of State 
Diego Morales
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Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.
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a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
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some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”
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truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
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smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.
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Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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OBITUARIES

Donald Denham
September 13, 1949 - September 12, 2025

Joan M. Kreps, 102, passed 
away on September 15, 
2025 in Indianapolis. Born 
Joan (pronounced Jo-Ann) 
M. Roche on April 27, 1923 
in Lafayette, IN to Michael 
L. Roche and Yetta (Kalies) 
Roche. She was the third 
of five children. As a young 
girl, Joan enjoyed music 
and literature and graduat-
ed from Lafayette Jefferson High School in 1941. 
Immediately upon her graduation of high school, 
she enrolled in the St. Elizabeth School of Nurs-
ing in Lafayette.

After her graduation, she enrolled in the Unit-
ed States Army Nurse Corps (ANC) and served 
stateside at the Ashford General Hospital in 
White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia during 
World War II. Formerly known as the Greenbriar 
Hotel, the facility was converted to military use in 
1942 and treated over 24,000 wounded soldiers. 
During her time there, she was able to meet many 
important military leaders, including General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and General Omar Brad-
ley. She was honorably discharged from the army 
on March 22, 1946, holding the rank of Second 
Lieutenant.

Joan continued her career as a nurse in the 
private sector. One of the highlights of her career 
was working for Doctors James Marion Kirtley 
and Samuel C. Millis in their private practice. 
After retiring from nursing she continued to serve 
in a volunteer capacity as a Pink Lady for many 
years.

In July of 1948, Joan was married to Ray H. 
Kreps of Crawfordsville, Indiana. They were mar-
ried for 32 years until Ray passed away in March 
of 1981. They had one son, Michael, and were 
legal guardians to Ray’s niece, Joyce, whom they 
considered their daughter.

Joan’s life was hallmarked by her genuine care 
and concern for other people. She continually 
put the needs of others before her own. She lived 
a life of service to all and has been an example 
and a blessing to those around her. She had an 
intense love of family. She was a devoted mother; 
grandmother; and great grandmother; remaining 
active in their lives until the last few months of 
her own. She was also an active member of St. 
Bernards Catholic Church for the many years that 
she lived in Crawfordsville.

Joan was preceded in death by: her parents; her 
brother, William “Bill”; sister, Elizabeth “Betty”; 
and husband, Ray. She is survived by her son, 
Michael (Donna) Kreps; daughter Joyce (Kreps) 
Foye; sisters, Carolyn (Roche) Schilling; and Sara 
(Roche) Bramer; and many grand-children and 
great grand-children.

Visitation for Joan will be held on Monday, 
September 22, 2025 at Sanders Funeral Care, 
315 S Washington Street in Crawfordsville from 
9:30am until the time of the service at 11:00 am. 
officiated by Pastor Jonathan Ember. Burial will 
follow at Oak Hill North Cemetery. Share mem-
ories and condolences at www.SandersFuneral-
Care.com.

Joan M. Kreps
April 27, 1923 - September 15, 2025

Donald “Wayne” Denham, 
age 75 of Crawfordsville, 
passed away on Friday, 
September 12, 2025. He was 
born in Crawfordsville on 
September 13, 1949 to the 
late Arvil and Betty (Newlin) 
Denham.

Wayne graduated from 
Waveland High School in 
1968 and proudly served his country in the United 
States Air Force. He was heavy machine operator 
and belonged to the Operators Union Local 103. 
In his younger years he enjoyed bull riding and 
then when he was older, he enjoyed watching bull 
riding and basketball.

He is survived by his sister, Donna (Ed) Priebe; 
three nephews, Brad (Yvonne) Jones, Zach Den-
ham and Eli Denham; several great nieces, a great 
nephew; great-great nephews; a great-great niece; 
and many cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents; two 
brothers, Allen Denhman and Arvil Denham Jr.; 
and a nephew, Darcy Jones.

Cremation was chosen with a Celebration of Life 
at the Ripley Twp Volunteer Fire Department on 
Franklin Street in Alamo on Saturday, September 
20, 2025 from 12:00pm - 4:00pm. Sanders Funer-
al Care entrusted with care. Share memories and 
condolences online at www.SandersFuneralCare.
com.Sanders Funeral Care entrusted with care. 
Share memories and condolences online at www.
SandersFuneralCare.com.

Ramona S. Clouse
October 9, 1945 - September 13, 2025

Ramona “Mona” Sue 
Clouse, age 79 of Craw-
fordsville, Indiana, passed 
away on September 13, 
2025, at Franciscan Health 
in Lafayette, Indiana. She 
was born on October 9, 
1945, to Howard and Grace 
(Bayless) Melvin, raised 
in Alamo, Indiana. Mona 
married Richard Clouse on 
August 22, 1965, at Alamo Christian Church.

Mona graduated from Alamo High School in 
1963, where she was a varsity cheerleader. She 
graduated from Indiana Business College with a 
degree in bookkeeping in 1964.

She worked at McCord’s Candy in Lafayette, Indi-
ana, as a Secretary for Purdue University Athletic 
Director “Red” Mackey and for Head Basketball 
Coaches Ray Eddy and George King, as a man-
ager for the Montgomery County 4-H Extension 
Office, and as a Prospect Researcher for 20 years 
in the Development Department for Wabash 
College. In addition, Mona was also a Referee for 
women’s high school basketball and volleyball, 
and an official for track and field.

Mona was a member of the American Prospect 
Research Association (APRA) professional or-
ganization, and was a member of First Baptist 
Church in Crawfordsville, Indiana.

In addition, Mona was a loving and dutiful stay-
at-home mother for her three children until her 
youngest son started school, after which she 
became a full-time working Mom. Even though 
she was a busy working professional, Mona was 
an avid supporter of her husband’s coaching and 
her children’s various sports, music, academics, 
and the arts activities, and rarely missed her chil-
dren’s events.

When Mona wasn’t busy with working and taking 
care of her family, she was a very talented and 
creative artist, painting Old World Santas and 
other ceramics, scrapbooking, and making beau-
tiful cards for friends and family. Mona was also 
a Campfire Girls Leader, and volunteer EMT for 
S&W Rescue.

Mona is survived by her husband, Richard; 2 
children, Nicole (Heath Evans) Brann and Lance 
(Elizabeth) Clouse; 6 grandchildren, Jamie 
Brann, Natalee (Brian) Laube, Nickolas Brann, 
Aaron Evans, Mason Clouse and Gavin Clouse; 
great grandchildren, Jayce Brann, Emberly Kent, 
Carson Laube; brother, Max (Mary) Melvin.

She was predeceased by her parents; son, Brad-
ley Clouse; great granddaughter, Aeris Kent; and 
siblings, Mike (Bonnie) Melvin, Joe Melvin, and 
Sharon Melvin.

The family will be holding a memorial service 
on Tuesday, September 23, 2025 at First Baptist 
Church, 1905 Lebanon Road, Crawfordsville, IN 
47933, with a calling from 10-12am and a memo-
rial service starting at 12 noon with Pastor Brian 
Hudson officiating.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests do-
nations be made in Mona’s memory to the fol-
lowing: Jesus Seekers, c/o Rich Clouse, 33 Cop-
perleaf Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933; and/or 
Mountie Mission, PO Box 54, Ladoga, IN 47954.

Share memories and condolences at www.
SandersFuneralCare.com.
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	▪BUTCH’S BACK IN THE DAY

Today’s farmers can harvest many acres of corn in one day. But 
back in the day, corn was harvested by hand . . . one ear at a time, 
and tossed into the wagon pulled by a team of horses. Farmers 
often bragged about how fast they could shuck the corn, and 
husking contests became a fun activity in many places around the 
country.

exceed that amount, you 
won’t be entitled to SS 
benefits for that month, 
unless your total earnings 
for 2025 are less than 
$23,400). If you don’t 
exceed the annual limit, 
your 2025 Social Security 
benefits won’t be affected 
by your work earnings. 

Next year, the year you 
attain your full retirement 
age (FRA), your earnings 
limit will be much higher 
(about 2.5 times more, 
or something more than 
about $63,000). If your 
2026 earnings up through 
March do not exceed that 
limit, then you can claim 
your SS benefits a bit 
earlier in 2026 (before 
your FRA), and your 
benefits won’t be affected, 
except that your monthly 
benefit amount will be 
permanently reduced by 
.556% for each month you 
claim before your FRA. 
For example, if you were 
to claim for your SS to 
start in January 2026, 
you would get 98.3% 
of your FRA amount. 
So, provided your work 
earnings won’t exceed 
about $63,000 between 
January and March 2026, 
you could claim effective 
January 2026 without 
worrying about Social 
Security’s earnings test. 
So, depending upon your 
health, you could claim 
SS to start in January 
2026, likely without 
worry about the earnings 
test, and would get about 
98.3% of your FRA bene-
fit. Or, health permitting, 

you could wait to claim 
SS starting in April 2026 
to get 100% of the benefit 
you’ve earned from a life-
time of working. Point is, 
you just need to be careful 
not to exceed Social 
Security’s earnings tests 
prior to reaching your full 
retirement age, or SS will 
take away some of your 
benefits. They “take away” 
by withholding future 
monthly payments as 
long as needed to recover 
what you owe. Worse case 
penalty for exceeding the 
2026 monthly limit would 
be no benefits for any 
month you exceed about 
$5300, or a penalty of $1 
for every $3 over the limit 
if you exceed the 2026 
annual limit before your 
FRA. 

You do, however, have 
another option as your 
wife’s surviving spouse: 
You can claim your 
benefit as a surviving 
spouse prior to claiming 
your own SS retirement 
amount. But the earnings 
test described above (if 
you claim before your 
FRA) would also apply 
to your survivor benefits. 
So, again, your plans for 
working enter this deci-
sion. If you decide to stop 
working this year, you 
could, for example, decide 
to claim your survivor 
benefit this year and col-
lect that until you reach 
your FRA in April 2026 
when you would get 100% 
of your personal SS re-
tirement amount. In fact, 
you might even decide to 

collect your survivor ben-
efit longer, allowing your 
own SS benefit to grow 
until you are 70, at which 
time you would get about 
25% more than your FRA 
amount. Indeed, if your 
survivor benefit is higher 
than your personal age 70 
amount, you can just con-
tinue to claim the higher 
amount. 

I suggest that when you 
decide that you must stop 
working full time, you 
contact Social Security at 
1.800.772.1213 to discuss 
whether it is best to claim 
your survivor benefit 
from your wife first and 
delay claiming your own 
until a later time (to get a 
higher amount). You can 
make an appointment to 
discuss your options with 
SS over the phone, before 
deciding when (and what) 
to claim. And, of course, 
if you have any further 
questions, we are always 
here to assist you with 
your decision. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. Russell Gloor 
is the, National Social 
Security Advisor at the 
AMAC Foundation, the 
non-profit arm of the 
Association of Mature 
American Citizens. To 
submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

RUSTY
Continued from Page 1

shared by our Red Cross 
community and fans of 
PEANUTS for the past 75 
years. Those who come 
to give by Sept. 21 will 
receive an exclusive Red 
Cross x PEANUTS mys-
tery bag with one of four 
special T-shirt designs, 
while supplies last. Thou-
sands of golden tickets 
are also randomly hidden 
in mystery bags through-
out the country. Donors 
who find a golden ticket 
when they open their bag 

can redeem it through an 
online form for all four 
T-shirts!

Those who come to give 
platelets Sept. 22-Oct. 
5, 2025, can also receive 
a classic Red Cross x 
PEANUTS sweatshirt 
featuring Snoopy as the 
coolest beagle in town, 
Joe Cool, while supplies 
last. See RedCrossBlood.
org/Peanuts for details on 
all offers.

To book a time to give 
blood or platelets, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, call 
1-800-RED CROSS or 
use the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App.

Additionally, all who 
come to give Sept. 22-
Oct. 19, 2025, will receive 
a $10 Amazon.com Gift 
Card by email. Visit Red-
CrossBlood.org/Fall for 
details.

LIFE
Continued from Page 1

Baird Applauds Passage of Defense Act
Congressman Jim Baird 
(IN-04) applauded the 
passage of H.R. 3838, 
the Streamlining Pro-
curement for Effective 
Execution and Delivery 
and National Defense 
Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2026 (SPEED 
Act and FY26 NDAA). 
This legislation included 
an amendment submitted 
by Congressman Baird to 
require the U.S. Secretary 
of Defense to brief the 
House and Senate Armed 
Services Committees on 
the feasibility of using 
pulsed lasers.

“I was proud to vote 
for this year’s NDAA to 
codify President Trump’s 
peace through strength 
agenda and improve the 
quality of life for our 
service members and 
their families,” said Con-
gressman Baird. “This bill 
provides our troops with 
a well-deserved pay raise 
and enhanced benefits 
for our military families. 
This year’s NDAA sup-
ports the Department of 
Defense’s border security 
operations and removes 

woke, DEI policies from 
our military so our troops 
can focus on becoming 
the most capable, ready, 
and lethal fighting force 
the world has ever seen. I 
also want to thank Chair-
woman Virginia Foxx and 
Chairman Mike Rogers 
for including my amend-
ment on assessing pulsed 
laser capabilities in this 
year’s bill. As a decorat-
ed combat veteran, I am 
proud to help advance 
this bill to strengthen 
our national defense and 
provide service members 
with the tools they need 
to successfully complete 
their missions and defend 
our country.”

Additional Background 
on H.R. 3838:

•	 Eliminates statutory 
provisions relating 
to DEI in the Depart-
ment of Defense.

•	 Fully funds and 
provides additional 
authorities to DoD to 
support DHS border 
security efforts.

•	 Fundamentally 
reforms the DoD 

acquisition process 
speeding up the 
delivery of innovative 
new technologies to 
the warfighter.

•	 Provides service-
members with a 
3.8% pay raise and 
improved benefits for 
military families.

•	 Authorizes full fund-
ing for the Golden 
Dome, F-47 fighter 
aircraft, submarines, 
warships, and auton-
omous systems.

•	 Includes new au-
thorities to support 
President Trump’s 
effort to force our 
allies to pay more for 
their own defense.

•	 Provides over $20 
billion in savings, 
including $15 billion 
from DOGE-initiated 
reforms assumed in 
President Trump’s 
budget request.

•	 Codifies President 
Trump’s Executive 
Order to promote 
energy independence 
and utilize new nu-
clear power technol-
ogies.
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Local Students Earn President’s List
It is with great plea-

sure that Southern New 
Hampshire University 
(SNHU) congratulates the 
following students on be-
ing named to the Summer 
2025 President’s List. The 
summer terms run from 
May to August.

Full-time undergraduate 
students who have earned 

a minimum grade-point 
average of 3.700 and 
above for the reporting 
term are named to the 
President’s List. Full-time 
status is achieved by earn-
ing 12 credits over each 
16-week term or paired 
8-week terms grouped in 
fall, winter/spring, and 
summer.

Crystal Phillips of Ladoga

Eileen O’Hair of Craw-
fordsville

Jordan French of Craw-
fordsville

Shanna Turpin of Craw-
fordsville
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Before 
there was 
such a thing 
as the “Den 
of Defen-
sive Ends” 
at Purdue, 
one of 
their future 
members 

was a 6-foot-7 giant who 
was so fleet of foot that he 
also was a favorite target 
of quarterback Len Daw-
son in the mid-1950s.

Two other Den of De-
fensive End members are 
included in this week’s 
countdown of the best 
Boilermakers by number. 
Also profiled this week 
is a Rose Bowl hero, the 
first John Mackey Award 
winner and two passers 
who prospered in an era 
of three yards and a cloud 
of dust.

81
Lamar Lundy

The Richmond na-
tive was the first Afri-
can-American student 
athlete to receive a schol-
arship from Purdue.

Standing 6-7, Lundy’s 
other firsts include being 
voted team MVP as a se-
nior in both football and 
basketball. He is one of 
two athletes enshrined in 
both the Indiana Basket-
ball and Indiana Football 
Hall of Fame.

Lundy led Purdue in 
receiving as a senior in 
1956 and was a two-time 
second-team All-Big Ten 
selection. Drafted by 
the Los Angeles Rams 
as a receiver, Lundy was 
soon shifted to defensive 
end. He teamed up with 
Deacon Jones, Merlin 
Olsen and Roosevelt Grier 
to form the “Fearsome 
Foursome.”

Lundy played 13 seasons 
in the NFL before being 
diagnosed with myasthe-
nia gravis.

82
John Standeford

The odds would have 
been mighty long in 2000 
to predict a tall, skinny 
wide receiver from Mon-
rovia, Ind., would leave 
Purdue as the all-time Big 
Ten Conference leader 
in receptions (266) and 
receiving yards (3,788).

Teammate Taylor 
Stubblefield would later 
become the NCAA career 
leader in receptions (325) 
in 2004, and fellow Boil-
ermaker Dorien Bryant 
surpassed Standeford 
as well with 292 catches 
from 2004-07.

As a junior, Standeford 
was a semifinalist for 
the Biletnikoff Award as 
the nation’s outstanding 
receiver while earning 
first-team All-Big Ten 
honors after catching 
75 passes for a school 
record 1,307 yards and 
a school record-tying 13 

touchdowns. As a senior, 
Standeford added 77 
receptions for 1,150 yards 
and four touchdowns.

83
Forest Farmer

Farmer was part of 
Purdue’s emphasis on 
recruiting the state of 
Ohio in the late 1950s and 
into the late 1960s under 
Jack Mollenkopf, who 
coached Toledo Waite to 
three national high school 
championships in the 
1940s before coming to 
West Lafayette.

“When we played Ohio 
State my sophomore year, 
we started nine Ohio-
ans; they started eight,” 
Farmer recalled in a 2002 
interview.

That year, 1960, Farmer 
was selected United Press 
International’s Offensive 
Player of the Week after 
making four catches for 
69 yards and recording 
two sacks in Purdue’s 23-
14 upset of No. 1 Minne-
sota. Farmer also helped 
Purdue defeat No. 3 Ohio 
State and No. 12 Notre 
Dame that season.

“The Minnesota game 
was the greatest game 
we played that year and 
one of the greater games 
I played in my career,” 
Farmer said.

84
Leo Sugar

The son of Polish immi-
grants, Sugar chose Pur-
due in 1948 over Notre 
Dame and Michigan State 
after starring at Flint 
(Mich.) Northern High 
School.

Sugar became a consen-
sus All-American defen-
sive end and first-team 
All-Big Ten as a senior in 
1951. Purdue coach Stu 
Holcomb called Sugar 
“the best defensive end 
I ever coached.” De-
cades later, Sugar would 
become a member of 
Purdue’s Den of Defensive 
ends.

He went on to play nine 
seasons in the NFL, earn-
ing Pro Bowl honors in 
1958 and 1960. Sugar was 
inducted into the Leroy 
Keyes Purdue Athletics 
Hall of Fame in 2006.

85
Keena Turner

The Fred Sanford of 
Purdue’s “Junk Defense” 
in the late 1970s, Turner 
led Purdue in tackles for 
loss for three consecutive 
seasons. In that streak 
was a then-school record 
25 as a junior in 1978.

The Den of Defensive 
Ends member helped 
Purdue compile a 19-4-1 
record during his final 
two seasons under Hall of 
Fame coach Jim Young. 
Turner was inducted into 
the Leroy Keyes Purdue 
Athletics Hall of Fame in 

2006.

Switched to outside line-
backer by the San Fran-
cisco 49ers, Turner played 
11 seasons in the NFL. He 
earned Super Bowl rings 
in 1981, 1984, 1988 and 
1989.

86
George Catavalos

Catavalos was a three-
year starting defensive 
back from 1964-66 who is 
best remembered for his 
interception in the end 
zone that denied Southern 
California the go-ahead 
two-point conversion in 
the 1967 Rose Bowl.

He spent 17 years in col-
lege coaching, including a 
stint at Purdue from 1971-
76. Catavalos joined the 
Indianapolis Colts’ coach-
ing staff when the team 
moved from Baltimore 
in 1984. He was with the 
Colts from 1984-93 and 
1998 to 2001. Catavalos 
spent 28 seasons as an 
NFL assistant coach.

87
Bob DeMoss

The father of Purdue’s 
Cradle of Quarterbacks, 
DeMoss launched the 
modern era of Boilermak-
er football when he led 
Purdue to a 35-13 victory 
at No. 4 Ohio State as a 
freshman in 1945.

After starting for four 
seasons, DeMoss spent a 
year in the NFL with the 
New York Bulldogs before 
embarking on a 42-year 
tenure at Purdue as an 
assistant coach (1950-69), 
head coach (1970-72) and 
assistant athletic director 
(1973-92). His quarter-
back pupils included Dale 
Samuels, Len Dawson, 
Bob Griese, Mike Phipps 
and Gary Danielson.

DeMoss was inducted 
into the Leroy Keyes 
Purdue Athletics Hall of 
Fame in 1999.

88
Cecil Isbell

While technically a half-
back, Isbell was Purdue’s 
first great passer. He was 
also an excellent runner 
and in 1936 was respon-
sible for 15 of Purdue’s 23 
touchdowns.

Voted an All-American 
as a senior in 1937, Isbell 
gained acclaim months 
later for leading the 
College All-Stars past the 
Washington Redskins 
28-16. He was voted the 
game’s Most Valuable 
Player.

During his brief NFL 
career with the Green Bay 
Packers, Isbell led the 
team to the 1939 title and 
teamed up with Hall of 
Fame receiver Don Hut-
son to set NFL passing 
records in 1941 and 1942. 
Shockingly, Isbell retired 
after throwing for an NFL 
record 24 touchdowns 

and 2,021 yards to return 
to Purdue as an assistant 
coach in 1943. A year later 
he was promoted to head 
coach and went 14-14-1 
before accepting the head 
coaching position with the 
Baltimore Colts.

Isbell was inducted into 
the College Football Hall 
of Fame in 1967.

89
Tim Stratton

The first winner of the 
John Mackey Award as 
the nation’s best tight 
end, Stratton left Purdue 
in 2001 with a school 
record 204 receptions.

Stratton also was a 
three-time first-team 
All-Big Ten selection, 
joining a select group of 
Boilermakers (Bob Had-
rick, Chuck Kyle and Rod 
Woodson) to accomplish 
that feat.

He left Purdue with 
2,088 receiving yards and 
15 touchdowns as one of 
Drew Brees’ go-to receiv-
ers.

90
Ryan Baker

A four-star defensive 
lineman for Indianapolis 
Bishop Chatard, Baker 
was the subject of an 
intense recruiting battle 
with Notre Dame. Baker 
initially committed to the 
Fighting Irish in January 
2004 but declined to sign 
a letter of intent. Final-
ly he chose Purdue in 
March.

A three-year starter for 
the Boilermakers, Baker 
overcame the odds as 
an undrafted free agent 
to spend parts of four 
seasons with the Miami 
Dolphins.

Who says cheaters 
never prosper?

Purdue’s Matt Painter is 
ranked 16th among The 
Athletic’s top 25 college 
basketball coaches of the 
quarter century.

Painter’s rating is aided 
in no small part by the 
improved recruiting 
over the last decade that 
brought the likes of Caleb 
Swanigan, Carsen Ed-
wards, Jaden Ivey, Zach 
Edey and Braden Smith to 
West Lafayette.

“Similar to John Beilein, 
Painter is a coach who 
trusts his eye in recruiting 
and finds gems like Zach 
Edey, the 436th-ranked 
player in his recruiting 
class,” The Athletic’s CJ 
Moore writes. “Painter 
has adjusted his style to 
his personnel, but he’s 
also willing to build differ-
ently than everyone else. 
In the recent era, he has 
built Purdue through big 
men when everyone else 
has tried to shoot a bunch 
of 3-pointers. (His teams 
usually are good at that 
too.) He’s also bet on high 

school recruiting rather 
than living in the transfer 
portal.

“Painter is in the middle 
of his prime right now, 
reaching 10 straight 
NCAA Tournaments 
and three of the last four 
Sweet 16s. In 25 years, 
don’t be surprised if he’s 
even higher, especially if 
he’s able to break through 
and win a national title. 
His next team is No. 1 in 
my preseason rankings.”

But what struck me 
about the list was the 
number of coaches that, 
to put it mildly, have bent 
or flat out broken NCAA 
rules in the time period 
before what I call “Now 
It’s Legal” or as it’s better 
known as NIL.

The two coaches atop 
The Athletic’s list, Bill Self 
of Kansas and Roy Wil-
liams formerly of Kansas 
and North Carolina, have 
had their issues with the 
NCAA. Self’s program was 
put on three years proba-
tion and lost scholarships 
in 2023 in the aftermath 
of the FBI investigation 
into corruption in college 
basketball. The Jayhawks’ 
2018 Final Four appear-
ance and Big 12 regular 
season and tournament 
titles were vacated by the 
NCAA.

Williams approved play-
er gifts of cash and cloth-
ing from Kansas boosters 
from 2001-03, having the 
nerve to tell the NCAA he 
thought that was legal. 
Williams avoided NCAA 
sanctions at North Caroli-
na for academic fraud.

At No. 5, Rick Pitino 
started young. At the 
beginning of his career, 
Pitino was cited for eight 
recruiting violations while 
an assistant at the Univer-
sity of Hawaii. He lost his 
job at Louisville when the 
NCAA found the program 
had been providing es-
corts for potential recruits 
as well as a play-for-play 
plan.

John Calipari, ranked 
eighth, remains in a class 
of his own. His Final Four 
appearances at Massa-
chusetts and Memphis 
were wiped out of exis-
tence by NCAA violations. 
He nearly pulled off the 
cheating Triple Crown 
at Kentucky, avoiding 
sanctions due to a grade 
change in a high school 
Algebra class that allowed 
star Eric Bledsoe to be-
come eligible.

Calipari’s repeat offenses 
angered Indiana legend 
Bob Knight. “We’ve got 
a coach at Kentucky 
who put two schools on 
probation and he’s still 
coaching,” Knight said 
at an Indiana Basketball 
Hall of Fame function. “I 
really don’t understand 
that. We’ve gotten into 
this situation where integ-
rity is really lacking and 
that’s why I’m glad I’m 
not coaching.”

Kelvin Sampson at No. 
10 is an NCAA repeat 
offender at Oklahoma and 
Indiana.

Connecticut’s Jim Cal-
houn (13th) was suspend-
ed three games in 2012 
for failure to maintain an 
atmosphere of compliance 
and recruiting violations.

Jim Boeheim (1th) was 
suspended nine games 
in 2015 for NCAA viola-
tions involving academic 
misconduct, extra benefits 
and Syracuse University’s 
drug testing policy.

Bruce Pearl (20th) was 
given a three-year show 
cause by the NCAA for 
violations at Tennessee. 
Pearl lied about inviting 
then-high school junior 
Aaron Craft to his home 
during an unofficial visit 
and then asking those 
in attendance to keep it 
a secret. Pearl is also a 
four-letter word to Illinois 
fans for turning in the 
Fighting Illini for recruit-
ing violations involving 
Deon Thomas while an 
assistant at Iowa.

Five Level I NCAA 
violations at Arizona cost 
Sean Miller (24th) his 
job in 2021. That didn’t 
bother his former employ-
er, Xavier, which rehired 
him following the 2021-
22 season. Miller is now 
coaching at Texas.

One of the clean coaches 
on the list was former 
Butler head man Brad 
Stevens, ranked 11th 
despite just being on the 
college sidelines for six 
years.

Kenny Thompson is 
the former sports editor 
for the Lafayette Jour-
nal & Courier and an 
award-winning journal-
ist. He has covered Pur-
due athletics for many 
years.

 

Ken  
Thompson 
Columnist

Cradle of QB Papa Bob DeMoss on List; Cheating DOES Pay

Tropical Costa Rica
Sagamore News Media presents
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For more information contact Collette 800-581-8942
Refer to booking #1344002
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BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA

ANSWER: Fawnda Davis

pretend to run a 
virus scan on your 
computer and falsely 
claim the victim’s 
computer has been 
hacked. 

2.	 Financial Institution 
Imposter – Victims 
are told their ac-
counts are compro-
mised and instructed 
to transfer money 
“for safekeeping.” 
The victim is direct-
ed to transfer their 
money via a wire 
transfer, cash, crypto 
ATM transfer, often 
to overseas recipi-
ents.

3.	 Government Im-
poster – Scammers 
pose as federal 

agencies, sometimes 
using fake letterhead 
or emails to appear 
legitimate. The 
scammer continues 
to emphasize that 
the victim’s funds are 
“unsafe”, and they 
must be moved to a 
new “alias” account 
for protection. 

 
“Scammers are preying 

on hardworking Hoosiers, 
stealing their life savings 
under the guise of protect-
ing their assets. Urgency 
and secrecy are two of the 
biggest red flags. If you’re 
asked to convert cash 
into cryptocurrency, wire 
funds, or send gift cards, 
there’s a good chance it’s a 

scam.  Ask questions and 
do your homework before 
handing over your hard-
earned money,” said Diego 
Morales, Indiana Secre-
tary of State.

Hoosiers should remem-
ber:

•	 The U.S. government 
will never ask for 
money through wire 
transfer, cryptocur-
rency, or gift cards.

•	 Do not click on unso-
licited pop-ups, links, 
or attachments.

•	 Verify before acting—
contact the Indiana 
Securities Division at 
317-232-6681 before 
sending money.

SCAMS
Continued from Page 1
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•	 Cancel your Part D 
plan

•	 Enroll in a Part D plan

Any changes you make 
will go into effect January 
1, 2026. There is also a 
Medicare Advantage Open 
Enrollment Period , from 
January 1 – March 31 
each year. During these 3 
months, you can:

•	 Switch to another 
Medicare Advantage 
plan (with or without 
drug coverage), or

•	 Disenroll and return 
to Original Medicare. 
If you do so, you can 
also join a Part D pre-
scription drug plan.

One of the best tools that 
can help you during the 
Medicare Open Enroll-
ment is the Medicare 
Planfinder at www.

medicare.gov/find-a-plan. 
It takes you step-by-step 
through available Medi-
care Advantage and Part 
D prescription drug plans 
while taking your pre-
scription drug costs into 
consideration.

You do not need to reg-
ister with the Website to 
use it; however, you can 
safely enter your Medicare 
number in the tool to view 
your own current plan 
enrollment information 
and specific plan costs. 
This can help you com-
pare plans and their costs 
specific to you. 

SHIP, the State Health 
Insurance Assistance 
Program, can help you 
compare plans and to use 
the Planfinder Tool.
Changes to Medicare 
supplement insurance 

policies (Medigap) can 
occur any time of year. 
However, your premium 
maybe increased due to 
your current health status 
or you may be denied a 
new policy if you are not 
in a guaranteed issue 
period. That is when you 
first turn 65 or lose other 
coverage.

Every year, you should re-
view both your Medicare 
health and drug coverage 
to ensure you are getting 
the best coverage for your 
needs at the best price.
If you or someone you 
know have questions 
about Medicare or any 
other Medicare related 
topic, contact SHIP at 
(800) 452-4800, or online 
at www.medicare.in.gov. 
You can also find us on 
Facebook, Twitter, Linke-
dIn, and YouTube.

PLANS
Continued from Page 5

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - NoonSaturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.compompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/25

Delving Into Facts Surrounding Seed Oils
For decades, vegetable 

and plant-based oils like 
canola, soybean, saf-
flower, corn and peanut 
oil were seen as healthy 
and affordable staples. 
Recently, however, ‘seed 
oils’ have come under 
scrutiny on social media, 
with concerns that their 
omega-6 fatty acids may 
cause inflammation and 
heart disease. With many 
mixed opinions, we will 
explore what long-stand-
ing, bipartisan research 
really says about seed oils 
and your health.

So, let’s get into it!

To lay down the basics, 
let’s cover what kinds of 
fatty acids are out there. 
There are saturated fats 
and unsaturated fats. 
Saturated fats are high 
in animal products, like 
butter, shortening, lard, 
beef tallow, and coconut 
oil, and tend to be solid 
at room temperature. 
Unsaturated fats are high 
in plant-based oils and 
are liquid at room tem-
perature. There are two 
kinds of unsaturated fats: 
mono-unsaturated fatty 
acids (MUFAs) and po-
ly-unsaturated fatty acids 
(PUFAs). The “mono-“ or 
“poly-“ part of the word 
refers to how many double 
bonds the molecular 
structure has. Poly-unsat-
urated fats include your 
omega-3s and omega-6s.

Omega-3s have al-
ways been perceived as 
“healthy,” and for good 
reason. Research shows 
that omega-3s are heart 
healthy by decreasing 
LDL-cholesterol (the 
bad cholesterol) and 
triglyceride levels in the 
blood, while increasing 
HDL-cholesterol (the 
good cholesterol). Some 
foods that have omega-3s 

include avocados, wal-
nuts, salmon, and olive 
oil. Contrary to recent 
claims, omega-6s are also 
healthy for the heart as 
high consumption was 
shown to reduce the risk 
of coronary heart disease, 
especially when replac-
ing saturated fats. An 
omega-6 called linoleic 
(lihn-oh-lay-ick) acid is an 
essential fatty acid, which 
means our bodies need 
it but can’t produce it on 
their own. This is why it’s 
important to eat foods 
with omega-6s, like corn, 
soy, nut, and seed prod-
ucts, for example vegeta-
ble and plant-based oils.

Linoleic acid has been 
under fire recently since 
it can change in the body 
into what is called arachi-
donic (uh-rack-ih-dohn-
ick) acid, or ARA. Claims 
are being made that ARA 
is causing chronic inflam-
mation. ARA is, in fact, 
involved in inflammation, 
but not in the way it’s 
being made out to in the 
media. ARA is import-
ant for your body’s acute 
inflammatory response, 
which is activated when 
your body senses an 
immediate threat, like a 
wound, parasite, or even 
pregnancy. ARA metabo-
lites do not build up in the 
body as you eat omega-6s 
and has not been linked 
to chronic inflammation; 
and even so, the conver-
sion of omega-6s to ARA 
is minimal since they are 
designed for short bursts 
of inflammation. They are 
used for their purpose and 
when the body no longer 
needs it, it flushes it away 
through your urine or 
feces. To further add to 
its benefits, ARA is also 
the building block for the 
mediator molecules, like 
Lipoxin or prostacyclin, 
that help stop inflamma-

tion, and plays a key role 
in cell communication all 
over your body including 
in the brain, nerves, mus-
cles, and immune system.

While omega-3 and ome-
ga-6 fats are essential, we 
only need them in small 
amounts. The Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans 
recommend keeping total 
fat intake around 10 per-
cent of your daily calories, 
with a focus on reducing 
saturated fat. You can still 
enjoy foods like steak and 
pork occasionally—just 
focus on getting more 
fruits, vegetables, lean 
proteins, whole grains, 
and low-fat dairy for most 
meals. Many foods con-
taining seed oils are also 
high in sugar, sodium, and 
calories, and low in nutri-
ents. Limiting processed 
foods can help manage fat 
intake overall.

For more reliable infor-
mation on seed oils, visit 
the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics at www.
eatright.org and search 
‘seed oils,’ or listen to the 
Purdue Extension podcast 
Bite by Bite: Nutrition 
For Life episode ‘Seed Oils 
& Inflammation: Fact vs. 
Fiction with Dr. Martha 
Belury.’ When researching 
nutrition topics, stick to 
credible sources like reg-
istered dietitians and food 
scientists to help you steer 
clear of the hullabaloo.

Prezlee Goins, B.S. 
Montgomery County 
Extension Intern. Pre-
zlee has a Master’s of 
Science in Dietetics  /  
Department of Nutrition 
Science. She  is an Entre-
preneurship and Innova-
tion Certificate Program 
Ambassador
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United Way Golf Scramble Coming
The annual United Way 

Golf Scramble is nearing 
and there are still spots 
left for you to get in-
volved, either as a golfer 
or a sponsor!

The day begins with 
breakfast and registra-
tion at 8:30 on Friday, 
Sept. 26 at Rocky Ridge 
in Darlington. A shotgun 
start kicks off the golf at 

10 a.m. The cost is only 
$400 per team and that 
includes breakfast, green 
fees, cart and more. Re-
serve you or your team’s 
spot at https://uwlafay-
ette.org/montgomery/
golf2025/.

Sponsors are still 
needed and you can show 
your company’s support 
by getting involved. 

Breakfast, Drink Cart, 
Corporate and Hole 
Sponsorships are avail-
able and prices start at 
only $200.

For more information, 
reach out to our local 
director, Kayla Miles at 
(765) 362-5484.

 

WE'RE
HIRING

Join our team today!
Send your resume to 
jobs@thepaper24-7.com

W W W . T H E P A P E R 2 4 - 7 . C O M

W E  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R  C A N D I D A T E S
F O R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  P O S I T I O N S :

Looking for a flexible position?

Interested in learning more about 
the newspaper industry?

Ready to learn something new or challenge
yourself to improve your current skills?

Sales Get to know local businesses and find
advertising options to fit their needs

Pagination Flex your creative muscle as you 
lay out news stories using inDesign 

Clerical Assist our business department with
account and subscription management

S A G A M O R E  N E W S  M E D I A

Training available for motivated individuals!

Suicide Prevention Walk Sept. 27
A Suicide Prevention 

Walk is scheduled at Mil-
ligan Park on Saturday, 
Sept. 27. The event is free 
of charge, and the first 
100 individuals to arrive 
for 8:30 check-in will 
receive a free commem-
orative T-shirt.  Suicide 
prevention materials, 
memory beads, water 
and snacks are also 

provided free to partici-
pants. 

Local mental health 
agencies will  be present 
to make information 
available as well. The 
walk will begin at 9 a.m. 
and conclude with a but-
terfly release, poignantly 
entwining loss and hope 
as the butterflies rise in 

the sky. 

To learn further de-
tails and register for the 
walk, one should visit 
the YSB website: https://
mcysb47933.wixsite.
com/mcysb  and click on 
the Suicide Prevention 
Walk Registration link.

Drive-Thru Flu Shots in Vermilion County
Lakeview College of 

Nursing, in partnership 
with the Vermilion Coun-
ty Health Department, 
will host a Drive-Thru 
Flu Clinic on Tuesday 
from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

The clinic will take 
place in the parking lot 
east of Lakeview College 
of Nursing at 903 N. 
Logan Ave., Danville, IL. 
The clinic is open to the 
public and aims to make 
it simple and accessible 
for community members 
to protect themselves 
during the flu season, 
without leaving their 
vehicles.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
recommends that every-
one 6 months and older 
receive a flu shot every 
season to protect against 
the flu. The flu vaccine 

prevents millions of 
illnesses and flu-related 
doctor visits each year.

Dr. Gina Brassard, Dean 
of Nursing at Lakeview 
College of Nursing, said, 
“We are proud to support 
the Student Government 
Association in hosting 
this year’s Flu Clinic. 
Preventative care is a vi-
tal part of public health, 
and this initiative reflects 
our students’ commit-
ment to keeping our 
campus and community 
healthy. I encourage ev-
eryone to take advantage 
of this opportunity to 
protect themselves and 
those around them.”

Adult flu shots at the 
clinic will cost $43 for 
those 19 years of age or 
older. The Health De-
partment will bill Medi-
care, Medicaid, state 

employee health plans, 
and most private insur-
ance plans for adult flu 
shots. Individuals should 
be prepared to present 
proof of these types of 
coverage at the time of 
vaccination.

Cash and checks are 
acceptable payment 
options. The Health 
Department can accept 
credit and debit card 
payments for vaccina-
tions, but the department 
charges users a small 
service fee for the conve-
nience.

The Vermilion Coun-
ty Health Department 
encourages everyone to 
take preventative mea-
sures to decrease the 
spread of germs this flu 
season.

Franciscan Accepting Applications 
for Revive & Survive AED Program

Each year, more than 
357,000 out-of-hospital 
cardiac arrests occur in 
the United States and 
nearly 90 percent of 
those are fatal. In the 
event of a cardiac arrest, 
immediate CPR and early 
defibrillation can signifi-
cantly improve a victim’s 
chances of survival.

The Revive & Survive 
AED Program is work-
ing to increase access 
to AEDs and CPR AED 
training in local com-
munities in an effort to 
improve out-of-hospital 
cardiac arrest survival 
rates.

Franciscan Health 
Lafayette is looking for 
community partners to 

help identify non-prof-
it organizations in the 
counties listed below 
that may be eligible for 
free AEDs through the 
Revive and Survive AED 
Program, facilitated by 
Franciscan and made 
possible through sup-
port from North Central 
Health Services.

The program funds 
AEDs for not-for-profit 
organizations in Mont-
gomery County as well as 
Carroll, Clinton, Foun-
tain, Jasper, Newton, 
Tippecanoe, Warren and 
White counties.

Organizations that meet 
the eligibility require-
ments will receive the 
following:

•	 1 to 3 AEDs per site 
(based on square 
footage and facility 
specifications)

•	 AED wall cabinet 
with alarm

•	 AED wall sign
•	 AED supplemental 

emergency response 
kit

•	 CPR and AED 
training for up to 
five people per AED 
placement (held at 
Franciscan Health 
Lafayette Education 
Center)

Learn more about at 
https://franciscanhealth-
care.formstack.com/
forms/wi_aed

Mayor’s Community Forum Wednesday

Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton has sched-
uled his monthly Commu-
nity Forum for Wednes-
day from 8 to 9 a.m. at 
the Mayor’s Office in the 
City Building.

This will be Barton’s 
147th Community Forum 
since taking office.

Holding a month-
ly community forum 
was something Barton 
pledged to do during his 
first campaign for mayor 
and he has continued 

to do so every month – 
except during the COVID 
pandemic.

This event is designed to 
allow the public to come 
ask questions, discuss 
concerns, interact with 
the mayor and learn more 
about anything regarding 
the city. 

The City Building is 
located at 300 E. Pike St., 
just off beautiful down-
town Crawfordsville.

 

Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton

Local Student Graduates IU Kokomo
KOKOMO, Ind. — Indi-

ana University Kokomo 
congratulates the 123 
students who earned 
degrees in August 2025, 

including one from 
Crawfordsville. The 
graduates represent 29 
Indiana counties and 
six states. Joshua James 

Montgomery, Crawfords-
ville, received his Bache-
lor of Science in Business 
Administration.


