
Happy 74th 
Birthday Eve 
to Hoosier 
rocker John 
Mellencamp!

Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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Gould Body ............................ A1
2016 Stewardship .................. A6
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Rock Point Church .................. A2
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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	▪TODAY’S VERSE

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE
The second Saturday of each 
month is the perfect chance to 
stock your home library. That’s 
the monthly book sale at the 
Crawfordsville District Public Li-
brary. It takes place every month 
on the lower level from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Hardcover books are 
50 cents, paperbacks are a quar-
ter, magazines 10 cents, CDs 50 
cents, single DVDs $1 and deluxe 
DVD sets $3 a season. There 
are some special items that may 
have individual pricing. If you 
are downsizing and want to do-
nate some books, the library will 
take gently used hardcover and 
paperbacks, DVDs and Blu-Rays, 
audiobooks and music CDs and 
complete puzzles and games. 
They cannot accept items with 
water or mildew or other dam-
age, broken bindings, missing 
or items with strong odors like 
cigarette smoke.

See BUTCH Page 4

 There are several 
people in Mont-
gomery County 
today who own 
horses, but back in 
the day just about 
everyone owned 
horses for farming 
and transportation. 

Unfortunately, horse thievery be-
came a common occurrence, espe-
cially in the rural areas. Organized 
gangs operated “stations” where 
horses were hidden, fed and rest-
ed until they were transported out 
west. The theft of a horse placed 
a severe hardship on farmers, so 
they decided to take action. In 
1845, an association known as the 
Council Grove Minute Men, was 
formed near Wingate to appre-
hend horse thieves and recover 
the stolen horses. This early group 
eventually became known as the 
Horse Thief Detective Association, 
or HTDA.

    The HTDA spread throughout 
the county to form separate chap-
ters. A charter was secured from 
the state which gave each member 
the power and authority to pursue 
horse thieves and make arrests. 
These men could even cross state 
lines to make apprehensions, 
which local Sheriffs were unable 
to do. According to their stan-
dards, only the best men were 
chosen to belong, and they had 
to maintain strict standards of 
behavior. Any member who drank 
alcohol excessively, gambled or 
displayed improper conduct was 
expelled. They also used secret 
passwords and signs, paid dues, 
had regular meetings and carried 
badges.

   If someone had a horse stolen, 
the HTDA was called into action. 
The description of the horse was 
circulated among the members, 
who fanned out over the country-
side to try to track the criminals. 
Once caught, the offenders were 
turned over to the law enforce-
ment authorities, although quite 
often they were “horsewhipped” 
and forced to leave the neigh-
borhood . . . or else. Later on the 

John ‘Butch’ 
Dale

Columnist

By The Numbers, a look at what’s in the news . . . by the numbers.These are just 
numbers, not suggestions that they mean more or less than what they are. We do not 
suggest that one number is connected to another. These are simply facts with no extra-
neous details, bias or slanted reporting. To borrow (and perhaps mangle a bit) a quote 
from legendary fictional detective Joe Friday, it’s just the numbers, ma’am!

The Indiana Fever concluded their season a few days ago when they fell 
in the deciding game five of the WNBA semifinals . . . in ovetime . . . with-
out their star player Caitlin Clark . . . and to a team that has won two of 
the last three WNBA championships.

4

Tropical Costa Rica
Sagamore News Media presents

HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE I FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 800-581-8942
Refer to booking #1344002

If Your Horse 
is Stolen, Butch 
Knows Who to Call

Psalms 88:2 Let my prayer come 
before thee: incline thine ear unto 
my cry.

	▪AWL TRIXIE

Say hello to little Miss Perfect, 
Trixie!! Trixie is a 3 year old female 
American Pit Bull Terrier that is 
available for adoption from AWL 
since 6/17/2025. Trixie loves going 
out for walks, playing fetch, and 
being showered with love/attention. 
Trixie will also gladly sit for treats! 
Trixie is spayed, dewormed, and up 
to date on of her shots!! She’s ready 
to BUST OUTTA HERE!! Trixie is 
looking for her best friend! Could 
that be you? Trixie is available for 
adoption, to foster, or just simply 
going out for walks. AWL is open 
Monday-Friday from 2p-5p and 
Saturday’s from 12-3p. Come snuggle 
cats in a community cat room, walk 
dogs, or lend a helping hand!

SAD FACTS: Did you know pit bulls 
make up 30-40% of all shelter dogs 
intakes and have much lower adop-
tion rates? In the United States, 568 
dogs are killed in shelters EVERY 
SINGLE DAY of the year - that’s 
one dog every 2.5 minutes! In some 
areas, up to 93% of Pit Bulls are eu-
thanized. We find these statistics sad 
and alarming! Don’t support back-
yard breeders, spay/neuter your pets, 
and adopt from a shelter or rescue 
- most are FULL of highly adoptable 
dogs!

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY
What did one Irish ghost say to 
the other Irish ghost?

Top o’ the moaning to ya!

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY

“I’ll bet living in a nudist colony 
takes all the fun out of 
Halloween.”

 - Unknown

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.Attorney General Todd Rokita and Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
Commissioner Clint Woods are championing the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
plan to repeal what they term burdensome and ineffective climate regulations for cars and 

trucks that hurt Hoosiers and the economy. Rokita said these regulations restrict Hoosiers’ ability 
to access affordable, reliable vehicles and hurt Indiana’s small businesses in the manufacturing 
and industrial industries. As Indiana’s lead environmental regulator, Commissioner Woods em-
phasized IDEM’s success in balancing air quality gains with economic growth.  

2. Fall drives aren’t just about the scenery - they’re about the season itself, the one where 
“cuffing season” takes hold and couples start seeking cozy, cinematic escapes. There is a 
crispness in the air that encourages blankets, warm drinks, and lingering conversations 

with the windows cracked open. Gunther Volkswagen carried out a survey of 3,005 couples to 
gauge their opinions, based on past experiences, of the most romantic fall drives in Indiana.  All 
the top 3 turned out to be in southern Indiana – Brown County State Park, the Ohio River Scenic 
Byway and Indiana’s Historic Pathways.  

3. Fall also means football and our friends at the social casino website McLuck has identified 
the best-rated stadiums in the U.S., with Clemson Memorial Stadium in South Carolina 
taking the top spot. However, one stadium in Indiana ranked in the top 10 nationally – 

and no IU fans, Despite Coach Curt Cignetti’s amazing success, it wasn’t Memorial Stadium. It’s 
the house that Rockne built up in South Bend. Notre Dame Stadium puts Indiana in top 10 na-
tionally, following Clemson, Kyle Field in College Station, Texas and legendary Lambeau Field in 
Green Bay.

Despite all the odds against them, the 
Indiana Fever became one of only four 
teams left standing in the WNBA – and 
came within inches of being in the final 
two.

24 The number of 
games the Fe-
ver won in the 
regular seasons 
this year. That was in a 44-game sched-
ule, so the final record was 24-20. And 
they did that despite their best player 
and leading scorer Caitlin Clark being 
injured most of the season.

BY THE NUMBERS

3rd Where the Fever finished in the Eastern Conference of the WNBA.

22 As most sports fans know, that’s the 
number worn by Caitlin Clark. Coinci-
dentally, Fever Coach Stephanie White 
also wore No. 22 at tiny Seeger High 
School. 
Well, that’s 
before she 
wore the 
No. 1 jer-
sey as Miss 
Basketball 
in Indiana. 
White, 48 
years old, 
looks like she could still get out on the 
court and play.

1 That’s the number of WNBA 
titles the Fever have won, 
that coming in 2012. The Fe-
ver reached a second finals in 
2015 – but fell in five games. 
Tamkia Catchings, one of the 
greatest WNBA players of 
all time led the team to their 
lone 
title 
Tami-
ka was 
No. 24 
on the 
court, 
and No. 
1 in a 
lot of 
Indiana 
fans’ 
hearts.

14 out of 25
Yes, it may be hard to believe, 
but the Indiana Fever have been 
around for 25 seasons. And in that 
quarter century, they have won one 
WNBA title (2012) and reached 
a second finals in 2015. Actually, 
they have made the playoffs 14 
times in those 25 seasons!

Tamika Catchings

Stephanie White

Caitlin Clark
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Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
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 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27
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Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli
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Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.
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Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.

2016
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in Review
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Do You Recognize This 1974 Southmont 
Grad?

HINT: He still lives in the New Ross area.

Answer on Page 4

“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
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pompstire.compompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/25

There’s a 
great deal 
of pressure 
on me to be 
funny. I feel 
it at church, 
at pickleball, 

and when I run into people 
at the supermarket. This 
is what happens when you 
write a humor column for 
25 years. At our book club, 
when I say something like, 
“I think the book has a good 
plot, but the main charac-
ter’s motives were not clear-
ly drawn,” Kim will look 
at me and say, “Dick, that 
wasn’t amusing.” And Kay 
will say, “I don’t get it.” Of 
course, sometimes I try to 
make a whimsical remark, 
and my wife will give me 
the evil eye and say, “NOT 
funny, Dick.” I can’t win.

Because people know that I 
am always looking for a top-
ic for my next column, I’m 
afraid they won’t take me 
seriously if I were to have 
a true emergency. Let’s say 
I saw Mary Ellen get in my 
neighbor’s car one morning, 
and she didn’t return for 
two days,  I’d call the police 
department, of course.

“Hello, Missing Persons 
Unit.”

“Hi. This is Dick Wolfsie. I 
saw my wife jumping in my 
neighbor’s car, and I haven’t 
seen her in two days.”

“Yes, Mr. Wolfsie, we all 
read your column. That’s a 
very amusing premise. We 
here at Missing Persons are 
aware of the use of hyper-
bole to create a humorous 
and whimsical effect. By the 
way, we suggest three days. 
Those of us who have an 
ear for comedy know that 
a wife missing for two days 
just isn’t catchy enough. 
You need the number three. 
Three is a funny number.”

“I’m not trying to be funny, 
officer. I’m not writing a 
column. I believe my friend 
Alan may have run away 
with my wife.”

“I think we know where 
you’re going with this, Dick. 
Now you are going to say, 
‘And I really miss him.’  Sor-
ry, but that’s an old joke and 
very predictable. However, 
humor does require a twist 
or surprise. So, the comic 
reversal here has potential. 
It just needs a little tweak-
ing. You’re on the right 
track. By the way, we are not 
the Missing Humor Bureau, 
but we are happy to help.”

“Look, I am not writing 
a humor column. My wife 
has vanished. When she 
left the house two days ago, 
I saw her getting in Alan’s 
Honda.”

“What a waste of poten-
tial amusement, Dick.  Try 
saying ‘Buick’ or ‘Pontiac.’  
Good use of the K sound 
is what you’re after here. 
Kangaroo is a funnier word 
than rabbit. Any first-rate 
humorist knows this. By 
the way, scrap the name 
Alan. No one can form a 
clear mental picture of what 
someone named Alan would 
look like. You need a Bubba 
or a Reginald. Think visual-
ly, for heaven’s sake.”

“Look, for the absolute 
last time, officer, I am not 
writing a story; I am not 
trying to be amusing. I’m 
fairly certain my wife has 
run off with my best friend. 
His name is Alan, not Bub-
ba and not Reginald. I do 
not miss him. I miss her. I 
saw them leave together in 
a Honda. She’s been gone 
a day. Now, doesn’t that all 
seem a bit funny to you?”

“No, Dick, not the way you 
tell it.”

Dick Wolfsie is a retired 
TV personality, author, 
speaker, teacher and 
all-around good guy. His 
award-winning column ap-
pears here weekly. If you’d 
like to learn more about 
joining Dick on an upcom-
ing trip to Costa Rica, go 
to this paper’s website and 
click on the Collette Travel 
ads.

Funny Business!

Dick Wolfsie
Columnist

Waveland Strong Fall Fest Oct. 11

The Dead Neetles Band begin at 5 p.m. and 
entertain you until 8 p.m.

Waveland Strong will host 
its annual Fall Fest on Oct. 
11, at the Waveland Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
beginning at 5 p.m. Invite 
a neighbor and come out 
for a fun evening of music 
and dinner. You will want 
to make sure and visit all 
the wonderful vendors. 
Wonderful time to get 
your Christmas shopping 
started.

Put on your dancing shoes 
for the evening while lis-
tening to The Dead Neetles 
Band. They will begin at 
5 p.m. and entertain you 
until 8 p.m. They will be 
singing all your favorite 
songs.

A free will donation chili 
dinner will be served by the 
Waveland Volunteer Fire 
Department from 5 p.m. 
or when the chili runs out. 
Invite a neighbor and come 

out and enjoy the music 
and a bowl of chili. Help 
support our brave first 
responders!

Brown Lucky Leaf 4H 
Club will be having their 
annual Bake Sale. You will 
not want to miss all the 
wonderful goodies these 
kids make. The proceeds 
go to help them with their 
club activities throughout 
the year.

Waveland Strong will be 
having a 50/50 raffle to 
help with the costs of the 
beautification project they 
are working on for the 
town. Make sure and stop 
by to get your tickets. They 
will be $1 a piece or $20 for 
a wingspan.

For more information 
contact Amy Isenberg 
(765)376-1591 or Teresa 
Ciulla (765)366-8701.

Beckwith, OCRA Announce 5 
Communities to Get Funding

The Office of Lt. Governor 
Micah Beckwith and the In-
diana Office of Community 
and Rural Affairs recently 
announced five Indiana 
communities will receive 
$1,310,000 in Owner Occu-
pied Rehabilitation Grants 
and Planning Grants 
through the Community 
Development Block Grant 
program. 

Owner-Occupied Rehabil-
itation grants are used to 
empower communities to 
directly fund homeowners 
of low-to-moderate income 
to make needed repairs on 
their homes. While com-
munities awarded Planning 
Grants will use the funding 
to develop plans for long-
term planning efforts.

“These grants are more 
than just dollars - they 
build hope for future 
growth and prosperity,” 
Lieutenant Governor 
Beckwith said. “By helping 
Hoosiers make essential 
repairs to their homes, we 
are strengthening commu-
nities and ensuring families 
can build better lives right 
where they are.”

Communities awarded an 
Owner-Occupied Rehabil-
itation Grant will establish 
a program to help fund 
low- and moderate-income 
homeowners make repairs 
on their homes. Eligible 
repairs include roof repair 
or replacement, ADA acces-
sibility, heating and cooling 
replacement, lighting and 
electrical upgrades, and 
water heater replacement.

Owner Occupied Rehabil-
itation Grants are awarded 
to the following communi-
ties:

•	 The Town of 
Brookville is awarded 
$350,000

•	 The Town of French 
Lick is awarded 
$350,000 

•	 Fayette County is 
awarded $500,000

“The Owner Occupied 
Rehabilitation program 

gives communities a boost 
in supporting vulnera-
ble homeowners with 
necessary quality-of-life 
improvements. In addi-
tion, the Comprehensive 
Planning grant gives 
communities an opportu-
nity to analyze their needs 
and identify next steps,” 
OCRA Executive Director 
Fred Glynn said. “Congrat-
ulations to each of the five 
communities awarded for 
their hard work to earn 
this funding and improve 
the quality of life for their 
residents.”

The Planning Grant 
program encourages 
communities to plan for 
sustainable community 
development with the aid 
of subject matter experts 
and community input. The 
applications being fund-
ed this quarter address 
comprehensive planning 
efforts.

Comprehensive Planning 
Grants are designed to aid 
communities in evaluat-
ing assets and identifying 
opportunities to address 
current needs in the 
following areas: land use, 
government capacity, pub-
lic services, placemaking, 
economic development, 
housing, transporta-
tion, agriculture, natural 
resources and historic 
resources.

Comprehensive Planning 
Grants are awarded to two 
communities:

•	 The Town of Rem-
ington is awarded 
$50,000

•	 The Decatur County 
is awarded $60,000

Funding for OCRA’s 
CDBG programs originates 
from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development’s Community 
Development Block Grant 
program and is admin-
istered for the State of 
Indiana by OCRA.

For more information, 
visit in.gov/ocra/cdbg/.

Franciscan ExpressCare Open
Franciscan ExpressCare in 

Crawfordsville is open today 
and Saturday during the 
motocross event.

Patients can enter the 
Franciscan ExpressCare 
parking lot off Vance St., 
behind the Dollar General. 
Parking at the Franciscan 
ExpressCare office is for 
patients only.

Today, Franciscan Ex-
pressCare hours are 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. and on Saturday, 

hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.

Virtual visits are also avail-
able for those who cannot 
make it to the location in 
person. To launch a virtual 
visit, go to FranciscanEx-
pressCare.org.

Franciscan ExpressCare is 
located at 308 West Market 
Street in Crawfordsville and 
can be reached by phone at 
(765) 362-6374.
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I’ve been 
trying to 
meditate a 
bit more.

I am a little 
anxious, and 
meditation 
calms me. 

It helps me not to fly off 
in six directions at once. 
“What have you forgotten 
to do?!” anxiety is always 
screaming at me, and since 
I’ve obviously forgotten 
it, I never have a good 
answer. Except medita-
tion. Meditation is a good 
answer.

Meditation says, “Oh! 
Look at that. It’s an 
anxious thought.” Anxiety 
does not appreciate this, 
being relegated to a mere 
emotion, transitory and 
(let’s face it) not terribly 
important. It can’t really 
work itself into a full-
blown panic with that kind 
of attitude.

So anxiety sulks off and—
more often than not—joy 
takes root in its place.

That is the short answer 
as to why I’ve been march-
ing off every week to the 
Episcopal church to sit in 
their chapel for an hour, 
looking at candles and 
stained-glass windows and 
the inside of my brain.

I tried another medita-
tion group that meets on 
another night. This one 
involved some chanting 

of religious text and a bit 
of meditation and then 
something that I’m sure 
has another name but I 
call “very slow walking.”

I honestly cannot think 
of anything less relaxing 
than walking much, much 
too slowly in a circle with 
other people who are also 
walking much too slowly, 
trying not to step on the 
heels of the person in front 
of me. It’s kind of tortu-
ous.

These folks were all good 
at it, however, except for 
one older man, who ap-
parently thought we were 
moving too slowly even 
for very slow walking, and 
passed each of us (on the 
right) as we went around 
the circle. Having this 
human equivalent of a red 
convertible screaming up 
behind me, passing and 
then zooming on to pass 
the next person was even 
more nerve-wracking than 
just slow walking. I was 
waiting for a collision to 
occur at the next turn.

Afterward, we all chatted 
about what was on our 
minds, and I discovered 
these people were all very 
kind and terribly serious. I 
don’t think I’ve ever been 
so serious in all my life. I 
felt rather shallow. They 
asked what was on my 
mind, and all I could think 
to say was that the room 
we were meeting in looked 
like a speakeasy, and they 

all laughed, and I realized 
that was the first time 
anyone had laughed in an 
hour and a half—which 
is a very long time to go 
without a laugh for me.

So I probably do not 
belong in the slow-walking 
group, as nice as they are. 
But I will keep going to 
the silent meditation. The 
door to the sanctuary is 
left open a little, and I love 
the cool air wafting into 
the chapel. It smells like 
every old church I’ve ever 
been in, and I could not 
possibly tell you what that 
smell is—but it is calming.

I know that I could do 
this in my own home, and 
I am determined to try. At 
home, I listen to guided 
meditations, but after a 
while, those start to make 
me anxious as well. I start 
to wonder who the person 
who made the recording 
was, and who they had in 
mind when they made it. 
I worry, because it sounds 
as if they think whoever is 
listening really does not 
have their act together. I 
feel the need to reassure 
them. I want to say, “Hey! 
I’m not doing that badly!”

Because I’m not, most of 
the time. I’m just a little 
anxious.

Till next time,

Carrie

Carrie Classon
The Postscript

When I’m Just a Little Anxious

	▪BUTCH DALE’S SCHOOL FROM BACK IN THE DAY

Back in the day, it was a bit frightening for kids just starting school 
for the first time, and it is still the same today. Shown above are 
two first graders at Linden in 1960 preparing to climb the stairs 
of success. Sometimes it’s best to hold a friend’s hand! We need a 
little help in identifying these two. Do you recognize them?

Sagamore News Media presents

Tropical Costa RicaTropical Costa Rica
HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIEHOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE

FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 
800-581-8942

Refer to booking #1344002

My best 
friend and 
I are both 
Corvette 
fans. He 
owned a 
1976 “C3” 
for a few 
years and I 

currently own a 1989 “C4” 
that’s been in my garage 
for a quarter-century. 
For the past decade, he’s 
driven a Camaro with 
sights set on a new Vette. 
He called the other night 
complaining about how 
expensive Corvettes have 
become and he really 
didn’t want to spend that 
much. I suggested he look 
at the 2025 Nissan Z.

Corvette enthusiasts 
have to adjust their lens, 
but they’ll find a car 
exquisitely styled with 
classic cues taken from 
the original 1970 240Z. 
Starting at the front, 
ovoid headlamps recall 
round lamps set into the 
original’s fenders. The 
square lower grille and 
raised hood shape look 
familiar too. In side view, 
the long hood and sweep-
ing roofline are classic, 
but modernized with 
19-inch dark Rays wheels, 
angry sill extensions, and 
satin silver window trim. 
Wide taillamps recall ear-
lier Zs. Classic logos add 
nostalgia. It’s especially 
fetching in Bayside Blue.

I love our car’s bright 
blue interior with sueded 
doors and seats. Alumi-
num pedals add a glint 
of sport while flatscreen 
gauges and 9-inch 
touchscreen with volume 
and tuning knobs keep it 
simple. Connect devices 
through wireless Apple 
CarPlay, Android Auto, or 
USBs below. An 8-speak-
er Bose audio system 
and heated seats amp 
the luxury while adaptive 
cruise, automatic emer-
gency braking, blind spot 
warning, and rear cross 
path detection fortify 
safety. Gauges are clear, 
but I’d also prefer a head-
up display.

I just wish it had a re-
movable targa top to let in 
some sunshine.

If I peeled away the 
body, you’d find basic ar-
chitecture that dates back 
twenty years. You’d never 
know that by looking at 
the car…nor by driving it. 
The body structure is stiff, 
suspension motions firm, 
and steering quick. I’ve 
read complaints saying 
the suspension is a little 
soft. Maybe a little, but 
there’s the Z NISMO if 
you want to attack tracks. 
This one is more livable 
on long drives and is 
beyond the capability of 
most drivers anyway. To 
balance handling, the 
engine is shoved far back 
in the chassis.

There’s no V8, but few 
will complain about the 
400 horsepower 3.0-liter 
twin-turbo V6, connected 
to our six-speed manual 
or optional automatic 
transmission. Shifts are 
precise and mechanical 
with a heavy clutch. I 
drove home from the 
airport in evening traffic, 
so it’s not a replacement 
for leg day, but some may 
tire on longer slogs. Fuel 
economy is rated 18/24-
MPG city/highway, but 
I saw closer to 27-MPG 
during Interstate runs.

With my friend’s harping 
in mind, I whipped out 
the old inflation calcu-
lator. His 1976 Corvette 

had a base price of $7,604 
or $43,171 inflation-ad-
justed. I knew prices rose 
quickly in the early ‘80s, 
so I also pegged a 1982 
Corvette with an $18,290 
base price…or $61,228 
adjusted. My personal 
1989 Vette retailed for 
about $32,000 - $83,367 
today. A base 2025 
mid-engine Corvette costs 
$68,300. It’s expensive, 
but let’s keep perspective.

My buddy ended up 
buying a Ford Mustang 
with EcoBoost engine – a 
fine car with excellent 
handling and a plethora 
of technology. Good for 
him, but I’m thinking 
differently. If the Corvette 
ceased to be an attainable 
aspiration of the middle 
class, and I might argue 
it never really was afford-
able, then the Nissan Z is 
a killer bargain. It sports 
a base price of $42,970, 
less than my buddy’s ’76, 
and even at an as-tested 
$55,985, is still a fraction 
of the “$144,233” price of 
the ‘90s Corvette ZR1 it 
matches.

Storm Forward!

Send comments to Casey 
at AutoCasey@aol.com; 
follow him on YouTube @
AutoCasey.

Casey  
Williams
Columnist

2025 Nissan Z Performance
Two-passenger, RWD Coupe
Powertrain: 3.0-liter TTV6, 6-spd man.
Output: 400hp/350 lb.-ft.
Suspension f/r: Ind/Ind
Wheels f/r: 19”/19” alloy
Brakes f/r: disc/disc
0-60 mph: 4.5s
Fuel economy city/hwy: 18/24-MPG
Assembly: Tochigi, Japan
Base/as-tested price: $42,920/$55,985

2025 Nissan Z is the Alternative for Corvette Fans 
Who No Longer See One as an Attainable Aspiration

LIKES
•	 CLASSIC STYLE
•	 BLUE SEATS
•	 DAILY DRIVABIL-

ITY

DISLIKES
•	 NO CONVERT-

IBLE
•	 TIGHT COCKPIT
•	 NO HUD

A base price of $42,970 delivers a daily enjoyable sports car with epic performance

Catch Kenny every Friday in The Paper!
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BUTCH
Continued from Page 1

HTDA’s activities expand-
ed to include dealing with 
other types of crimes as 
well. In the 1920s, a few 
of the HTDA members 
also belonged to the Ku 
Klux Klan, although in this 
county the KKK was more 
of a social organization, 
and no violent behavior 
occurred to other individu-
als or groups of people.

   In the early 1900s, as 
horses used on farms 
became less common, and 
automobiles came on the 
scene, there was less need 
for the HTDA, and in 1933, 
when the Indiana State 
Police was formed, the 
state revoked the polic-
ing powers of the HTDA 
constables. The era of 
dedicated private citizens 

enforcing the law had 
come to an end.

    The HTDA put out 
a pamphlet each year 
which listed the three 
main officers (President, 
Secretary and Captain) of 
each chapter in all of the 
Indiana counties. Shown 
are the 25 HTDA chapters 
in Montgomery County in 

1923. A total of 718 men in 
Montgomery County were 
members of the organiza-
tion that year.

John “Butch” Dale is a re-
tired teacher and County 
Sheriff. He has also been 
the librarian at Darling-
ton the past 36 years, and 
is a well-known artist and 
author of local history.

	▪ BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA

ANSWER:  John Bronaugh

Country Club Under New Management
Crawfordsville Country 

Club, founded in 1906, 
is proud to announce an 
exciting new chapter in 
its longstanding history. 
Under new management, 
the club is investing in 
significant upgrades to 
its golf course, facilities, 
and social amenities while 
transitioning from a public 
golf course to a fully private 
country club. Memberships 
are now open for individu-
als, families, and businesses 
looking to be part of this 
vibrant community.

Improvements include 
enhancements to the 18-
hole championship golf 
course, driving range, and 
practice green facilities; re-
finements to the clubhouse, 
restaurant, and events; 
and a refreshed pool and 
recreation area. Members 
will also enjoy an expanded 
calendar of monthly social 
events, league play, and op-
portunities for networking, 
recreation, and family fun 
year-round.

“This is an incredible 
opportunity to reimag-
ine what Crawfordsville 
Country Club can be for our 
members and community,” 
says Colin O’Neal, president 
of O’Neal Golf Manage-
ment. “We are committed 
to delivering an exceptional 

experience, from golf and 
recreation to dining and so-
cial events, in a welcoming 
environment for families 
and professionals alike.”

O’Neal Golf Management 
took over club management 
Aug. 1 of this year. The club 
remains governed by the 
Board of Directors. 

The transition to private 
membership underscores 
the club’s dedication to pro-
viding a premier lifestyle 
experience in Montgomery 
County. A variety of mem-
bership options including 
golf, social, and corporate 
are now available at a 
discounted rate through 
Dec. 19.

For more information 
about membership op-
portunities and upcoming 
improvements, visit craw-
fordsvillecc.com or contact 
the club by phone at (765) 
362-2809 or by email at 
info@crawfordsvillecc.com.  

About Crawfordsville Country Club

Founded in 1906, Crawfordsville Country Club 
has been a gathering place for golfers, families, 
and businesses for generations. With new leader-
ship and a commitment to excellence, the club is 
entering a new era, offering enhanced amenities, 
premier golf, and a thriving social community in 
the heart of Montgomery County. Learn more at 
crawfordsvillecc.com. 

Rokita leads 23-State Fight on Sex-Specific Bathrooms, Locker Rooms

Attorney General Todd 
Rokita is leading a 23-state 
coalition in filing an 
amicus brief with the U.S. 
Supreme Court, calling on 
the Court to stay a Fourth 
Circuit injunction blocking 
a South Carolina school’s 
policy to maintain sex-spe-
cific bathrooms and locker 
rooms. 

In the brief Rokita argues 
that policies requiring 
students to use facilities 
aligned with their biologi-
cal sex are constitutional, 
reasonable, and essential 
for safeguarding student 
privacy and safety. The 
coalition challenges the 
Fourth Circuit’s reliance 
on Grimm v. Gloucester 
County School Board, 
which wrongly mandated 

schools to allow bathroom 
access based on gender 
identity rather than sex. 

“No child should fear for 
their safety or privacy 
when using a bathroom, 
changing in the locker 
room, or showering after 
sports,” said Rokita. “Forc-
ing schools to mix boys 
and girls in these types 
of spaces shouldn’t be 
allowed or tolerated, and 
we’re going to continue 
fighting to stop it.” 

The Fourth Circuit’s 
injunction stems from 
a challenge to South 
Carolina’s law requiring 
sex-specific restrooms and 
locker rooms, claiming 
it violates the rights of a 
transgender student. The 

coalition’s brief, citing 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
ruling in United States v. 
Skrmetti, asserts that pol-
icies applied equally to all 
students regardless of sex 
comply with federal law 
and do not discriminate. 

This effort builds on 
Indiana’s leadership in a 
25-state brief filed recent-
ly, supporting the Metro-
politan School District of 
Martinsville in a similar 
Seventh Circuit case, rein-
forcing the right of schools 
nationwide to maintain 
sex-specific facilities. 

The brief warns that the 
injunction endangers stu-
dents by undermining pri-
vacy and exposes schools 
to liability for failing to 

maintain safe, sex-separat-
ed facilities. This case has 
far-reaching implications 
for schools nationwide, as 
similar policies face legal 
challenges in multiple 
states. 

“Title IX and the Consti-
tution empower schools 
to prioritize student safety 
and local control, not to 
force policies that disre-
gard biological reality,” 
Rokita added. “We won’t 
surrender even a single 
inch on this issue because 
enabling this madness is 
destructive. We need to 
protect kids and ensure 
schools can make com-
monsense decisions with-
out judicial overreach.” 

Thank you for reading The Paper!
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MOTOCROSS OF NATIONSMOTOCROSS OF NATIONS
Photos courtesy of Andy Chandler
The 2025 Motocross of Nations ROARED through Crawfordsville last week before setting up shop 
and wowing everyone just south of town with the wonderful Shaver family at their Ironman Race-
way. Over the years Crawfordsville has been home to some pretty big events. Back in the day the 
Sugar Creek Canoe Race used to bring in Olympic competitors. Gen. Lew Wallace certainly drew 
attention to Crawfordsville during his storied career. The Monon Bell Football Rivalry between 
our Wabash College Little Giants and the DePauw Tigers has a national following. But perhaps 
none are bigger than the motocross events that bring tens of thousands of people and national and 
international media coverage. Freelance photographer, historian and all-around good guy Andy 
Chandler captured these images and is sharing them with all of you!
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MOTOCROSS OF NATIONSMOTOCROSS OF NATIONS

Photos courtesy of 
Andy Chandler
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State Leads U.S. in Halting Bad Business Practices

WE'RE
HIRING

Join our team today!
Send your resume to 
jobs@thepaper24-7.com

W W W . T H E P A P E R 2 4 - 7 . C O M

W E  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R  C A N D I D A T E S
F O R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  P O S I T I O N S :

Looking for a flexible position?

Interested in learning more about 
the newspaper industry?

Ready to learn something new or challenge
yourself to improve your current skills?

Sales Get to know local businesses and find
advertising options to fit their needs

Pagination Flex your creative muscle as you 
lay out news stories using inDesign 

Clerical Assist our business department with
account and subscription management

S A G A M O R E  N E W S  M E D I A

Training available for motivated individuals!

At the end of August, Indi-
ana became the first state 
to request a waiver from 
federal requirements to 
implement race and gender 
conscious components of 
the Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE) Program, 
as outlined in  49 Code of 
Federal Regulations, Part 
26. If granted, the waiver 
requested by the Indiana 
Department of Transpor-
tation, would eliminate 
contract-specific DBE goals 
based on race, ethnicity or 
gender on federally assist-
ed highway construction 
contracts.

The waiver request is 
prompted by a U.S. District 
Court preliminary injunc-
tion in the Mid-America 
Milling Company, LLC 
(MAMCO) v. U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation 
lawsuit. In the case, Indiana 
sub-contractor Mid-Amer-
ica Milling Company, LLC, 
alleges the federal DBE 
program’s statutes and 
regulations unlawfully dis-
criminate.

“I am a firm believer in of-
fering equal opportunity for 
all to compete and succeed. 
If granted, this waiver will 
further position Indiana as 

a state one would want to do 
business with and as a place 
to grow your business,” said 
Gov. Mike Braun.

Under the proposed waiver, 
INDOT would transition to 
a race- and gender-neutral 
implementation strategy. 
The new methodology for 
setting goals and certifying 
businesses would focus 
exclusively on the availabil-
ity of economically disad-
vantaged small businesses 
within specific geographic 
and industry markets. At-
torney General Todd Rokita 
is leading a 17-state effort in 
support of the request for a 
waiver from the discrimina-
tory and unlawful race and 
gender-conscious require-
ments of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE) program. 

“Forcing INDOT to prior-
itize contractors based on 
race or gender is unconsti-
tutional and undermines 
fair competition,” said 
Attorney General Todd 
Rokita. “Granting the waiv-
er INDOT is requesting is 
well within the Department 
of Transportation’s author-
ity and would be a critical 
step toward ensuring that 

Indiana’s transportation 
projects are awarded based 
on merit, not arbitrary 
classifications, and aligns 
with our constitutional duty 
to uphold equal protection 
under the law.” 

To support small business-
es during this transition, 
INDOT will continue to 
offer a variety of supportive 
services to DBEs across 
Indiana. These services 
include business develop-
ment programming, virtual 
learning opportunities, and 
DBE forums and network-
ing events.

The proposed waiver is 
requested for a three-year 
period, which aligns with 
the timing of INDOT’s next 
Disparity Study, expected to 
be completed in 2028. The 
results of that study will be 
used to determine a new 
DBE goal based solely on 
economic criteria. During 
the initial waiver period, IN-
DOT will collect and analyze 
participation data, continue 
to submit annual reports 
to the Federal Highway 
Association, conduct its full 
Disparity Study, and follow 
all federal rules and regu-
lations implemented with 
respect to DBEs.

Sagamore News Media presents
Tropical Costa RicaTropical Costa Rica

HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIEHOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE
FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 
800-581-8942

Refer to booking #1344002 Thank you for reading The Paper!


