
Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27
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Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Tropical Costa Rica
Sagamore News Media presents

HOSTED BY DICK WOLFSIE I FEBRUARY 6 - 14, 2026

For more information contact Collette 800-581-8942
Refer to booking #1344002

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.The State of Indiana has been honored as a leading state in providing 
digital government services by the Center for Digital Government (CDG). 
Indiana placed second among the states in the overall state government 

experience in the annual Government Experience Awards, which evaluates how 
states, cities and counties are providing online government services. This year, 
the State launched Ask Indiana, a generative artificial intelligence bot that has 
made it easier for citizens to find information across state government websites.

2. A new study reveals that Japanese is the language that Hoosiers want to 
learn the most. Conducted by Asian language specialists LTL Language 
School, analyzed Google search data for nearly 1,400 language learning 

terms and found that Indiana ranked 39th, recording 157 average searches re-
spectively. Our state shows the greatest interest in Japanese, with 1,576 monthly 
searches on average. Hebrew is the second most searched language, with 1,281 
average monthly searches, while Arabic ranks third with 1,262.

3. It’s Fall, y’all – even if it doesn’t feel like it. And for those looking to see 
the sights beyond Indiana’s borders, Ohio might be a good answer. Con-
sistently ranking as one of the most spectacular destinations in the U.S. 

for fall foliage, Ohio’s Hocking Hills offers more than 13,000 acres of unbroken 
forest filled with more than 100 different tree species that paint dazzling panora-
mas. It inspires legions of travelers to chalk up five-star reviews for this stunning 
corner of the Buckeye State, citing spectacular scenery marked by deep gorges, 
lush forests, soaring rock faces, unique rock formations and picturesque water-
falls.  A warm, wet spring and sunny summer with plenty of rain have resulted in 
strong foliage this year.

Butch Remembers Those 5 and 10 Cent Days!

John ‘Butch’ 
Dale

Columnist

 If you fellow 
baby boomers 
are like me, 
you are likely 
amazed at 
what some 
things cost 
today, com-

pared to prices when we 
were little whippersnap-
pers growing up in the 
1950s. A one-dip ice cream 
cone now can be $4 or 
more at some places...a 
candy bar $3...a fountain 
Coke...$3.50...and on and 
on. I know...It's CRAZY!

   This got me to think-
ing about what I could 
buy with that nickel or 
dime that Dad handed 
over to me each time I 
tagged along with him to 
town. There were several 
places for a kid to visit 
to spend those coins...
Arthur Friend's drug store, 
Rentschler's IGA grocery, 
Brown's Cafe, Cox's Stan-
dard Oil gas station, Wray's 
pool room, Warren Hard-
ware, and Yount's Farmers 
Feed and Grain elevator. 
I visited all of these busi-

nesses many times as a 
child.

   Both the gas station 
and elevator had 5 cent 
Spanish peanut dispens-
ers, along with 5 cent pop 
machines...7 oz. bottles of 
Nehi soda or Coke, take 
your choice, and if you 
returned the empty bottle, 
you were refunded 2 cents! 
The drug store and grocery 
had large selections of 
all types of candy bars...

See BUTCH Page 3

Tim  
Timmons
Columnist

See TIM Page 5

See LWV Page 4

If the sale of 
Donald Trump 
Halloween 
masks are 
down, does that 
mean the shine 
is wearing off?

	▪TODAY’S VERSE

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Waveland Strong will host its 
annual Fall Fest Saturday at the 
Waveland Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, beginning at 5 p.m. Enter-
tainment will include The Dead 
Neetles Band from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
A free will donation chili dinner 
will be served by the Waveland 
Volunteer Fire Department from 
5 p.m. or when the chili runs 
out. Help support our brave first 
responders!  Brown Lucky Leaf 4H 
Club will be having their annual 
Bake Sale. Waveland Strong will be 
having a 50/50 raffle to help with 
the costs of the beautification proj-
ect they are working on. For more 
information contact Amy Isenberg 
(765) 376-1591 or Teresa Ciulla 
(765) 366-8701.

	▪AWL TRIXIE
Say hello to little Miss Perfect, 
Trixie!! Trixie is a 
3 year old female 
American Pit Bull 
Terrier that is 
available for adop-
tion from AWL 
since 6/17/2025. 
Trixie loves going 
out for walks, 
playing fetch, 
and being show-
ered with love/
attention. Trixie will also gladly 
sit for treats! Trixie is spayed, 
dewormed, and up to date on of 
her shots!! Trixie is available for 
adoption, to foster, or just sim-
ply going out for walks. AWL is 
open Monday-Friday from 2p-5p 
and Saturday's from 12-3p. Come 
snuggle cats in a community cat 
room, walk dogs, or lend a helping 
hand!

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY
What did one ghost say to the 
other ghost?

Do you believe in humans?
 

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY
“True love is like ghosts, which 
everyone talks about but few have 
seen.” 

 - Unknown

But It’s Only Words, Right?

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God.

We take a 
break from 
our regularly 
scheduled 
Halloween 
season for 
this brief an-
nouncement.

The left is right.

Nope my conservative 
friends, I did not fall down 
a rabbit hole. Didn’t take 
the red pill from Morpheus 

(remember The Matrix?). 
Didn’t even watch The 
View, smack my head and 
say, “Oh Wow, Whoopi 
and Joy have been right all 
along!”

None of that.

I was reading a story that 
quoted comedian Dave 
Chappelle. He was in 
Saudi Arabia at the Riyadh 
Comedy Festival and said 
something that stopped me 

in my tracks.

“It’s easier to talk here 
than it is in America.”

Saudi Arabia? Yup, the 
place where you go to 
prison for a long time if you 
say something the govern-
ment, i.e., the king, doesn’t 
like. Remember a couple of 
years ago when a teacher 
was sentenced to death 

A woman 
walked 
into the 
Montgom-
ery County 
Free Clinic 

for a free mammogram, not 
expecting much — until the 
test revealed something 
life-threatening. A follow-up 
biopsy confirmed breast 
cancer. Because of that early 
detection, she was treated 
quickly and is now living 
well. Another patient, once 
terrified of needles and strug-
gling to manage her diabetes 
after decades without seeing 
a doctor, began working with 
the clinic’s nurse practi-
tioner. With gentle nutrition 
coaching and simple move-
ment routines, her blood 
sugar levels fell so dramati-
cally that she no longer needs 
medication.

Stories like these, Executive 
Director Ashley Menard says, 
are what the Montgomery 
County Free Clinic is built 
for — quiet victories that 
change and sometimes save 
lives. But those victories 
could soon become harder to 
sustain. With cuts to Med-
icaid and the expiration of 
Affordable Care Act subsidies 
looming, Menard believes 
the need for care in Mont-
gomery County is about to 
surge. For her and the clinic’s 
small team, the question isn’t 
if they’ll feel the impact, but 
how soon — and how severe-
ly.

Due to state and federal cuts 
and procedural restrictions, 
the Kaiser Family Founda-
tion estimates that 15-16 
million Americans will soon 
be without health insurances: 
7.8 million Americans will be 
left uninsured due to unprec-
edented cuts to Medicaid and 
HIP 2.0. Another 3.1 mil-
lion will be uninsured from 
provisional changes to the 
ACA marketplace due to the 

MoCo Free Clinic 
Braces for Next 
Healthcare Shock

Hickory Bus Coming to Town Saturday
Celebrate the 40th anni-

versary of the filming of the 
movie Hoosiers this Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Crawfordsville Dis-
trict Public Library parking 
lot, courtesy of the Carnegie 
Museum.

On display will be the 
Hickory Huskers bus that 
was used in the iconic 
movie – much of which was 
filmed in New Richmond, 
right here in Montgomery 

County. Visitors Saturday 
will be able to tour the bus 
and learn about its use in 
the movie. This is a great 
photo op for sports-loving 
families and teams!

Visitors can also head 
across the street to the 
Carnegie Museum to see the 
display Hoosiers: Home-
town ‘Hickory’ about the 
filming in New Richmond. 

Photos courtesy Carnegie Museum / Phyllis Boone
The bus from Hoosiers will be on display Saturday in the 
Crawfordsville District Library parking lot from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. See BUS Page 4
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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	▪BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA

Do You Recognize This 1974 South-
mont Grad?

HINT:  She became a teacher and a 
coach.

Answer on Page 6

OBITUARIES

Margaret Ruth (Leam-
ing) Stephenson, age 77 
of Crawfordsville, left 
her earthly body and 
sent her soul to Heaven 
on Friday, October 3, 
2025. She was born in 
Crawfordsville on July 
22, 1948 to the late 
James Henry and Mary 
Viola (Kitts) Leaming.

She is survived by 
a son, James Stephenson, who fathered her only 
human grandchild, James William Stephenson 
Jr; a daughter, Amelia Stephenson; two step sons, 
William Stephenson and John Stephenson; a broth-
er, James (Ruth) Leaming; a brother-in-law, Alan 
Oliver; and several joyful nieces and nephews.

Margaret “Peg” graduated from Crawfordsville 
High School in 1966 and then from IU School of 
Nursing. She answered the call to proudly serve her 
country in the United States Army during the Viet-
nam War. She was an active-duty registered nurse 
serving wounded soldiers at Walter Reed Medi-
cal Center, and hopping over to the Pentagon as 
needed. After transitioning into civilian life, she was 
a dedicated home healthcare and hospice nurse. 
She married William “Bill” Stephenson on April 14, 
1984, he preceded her in death.

Viewing of Margaret and visitation with her loved 
ones will be at Sanders Funeral Care, 315 S Wash-
ington St, in Crawfordsville on Monday, October 6, 
2025 from 4:00pm – 6:00pm. The funeral service 
will be at the Wabash Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
307 S Washington St, in Crawfordsville on Tues-
day, October 7, 2025 at 11:00am. Burial will follow 
at Elmwood Cemetery in Romney with a patriotic 
display of military honors. While house plants are 
encouraged, in lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be given to the Wabash Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. Share memories and post your favorite 
picture of Margaret online at www.SandersFuneral-
Care.com.

Margaret Stephenson
July 22, 1948 - October 3, 2025

James Wesley “Jim” 
Wilson, 74, passed 
away peacefully on 
September 30, 2025, 
in Whitestown, Indi-
ana. He was born on 
December 2, 1950, in 
Otwell, Indiana.

The son of a Naza-
rene preacher, Jim 
was raised in the 
church and carried 
his strong Christian faith with him throughout his 
life. He graduated from Crawfordsville High School 
in 1969 and went on to attend Olivet Nazarene 
University in Bourbonnais, Illinois. Jim dedicated 
much of his professional life to caring for others. 
As a licensed practical nurse, he worked in hos-
pitals across Michigan and Tennessee. His skill 
and dedication helped save countless lives and 
brought comfort to many during their most vul-
nerable moments. Later in life, Jim expanded his 
talents into the world of construction. Alongside his 
beloved wife Stephanie Cornett Wilson, he became 
a licensed contractor and co-founded a successful 
construction and remodeling business.

He is survived by his children: James S. Wilson 
(Christine) of Elizabethtown, Kentucky; Julie A. 
Wood of Advance, Indiana; and James W. Wilson 
Jr. (Wenjie) of New Jersey. He also leaves behind 
two cherished grandchildren: Bethany Wilson of 
Evans, Georgia; and Caleb Wilson of Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky; his two brothers, David (Karon Gooding) 
Wilson of Wallace and Stephen (Cindy) Wilson of 
Portland, Tennessee; his three sisters, Catherine 
(Paul) Williams of Cleveland, Ohio, Evangeline 
(Fouad) Hawa of Evansville, Indiana and Karen 
(Robert) Hoff of Nashville, Tennessee; his first wife 
and friend, Jueleen (Peffley) Avery-Priebe; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Jim was preceded in death by his devoted wife 
Stephanie; his parents Roy and Bessie Wilson; 
his brother Paul Wilson; sisters Doris Crispin and 
Caroline Suiter; grandson John Horner; and sister-
in-law, Ann Wilson. Visitation will be at Sanders 
Funeral Care, 203 S 1st Street, in Kingman on 
Thursday, October 9, 2025 from 10:00am till the 
time of the funeral service at 11:00am with Pastor 
Greg McDonald officiating. Burial will follow at 
Centennial Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be given to the Hillsboro Church of 
the Nazarene, 453 South State Road 341, Hillsboro, 
IN 47949. Share memories and condolences online 
at www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

James Wilson
December 2, 1950 - September 30, 2025

	► FOR THE RECORD

For The Record is a public service and regular 
feature in The Paper of Montgomery County. It is 
designed to tell you what is scheduled to happen 
and what actually does happen in meetings paid 
for with your tax dollars. The Paper encourages 
all citizens to take an active role in being involved 
in local government.
 
AGENDA
MONTGOMERY COUNTY VISITORS & 
CONVENTION COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2025
8:30 a.m.
Montgomery County Government Center
1580 Constitution Row – Suite E
Crawfordsville, IN  47933
CALL TO ORDER
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 13, 2025                                                                           
NEW BUSINESS
OFFICER REPORTS
Treasurer Report
Visitor’s Bureau Report – Heather Shirk
MONEY MATTERS
Approve Claims
OTHER BUSINESS
ADJOURNMENT

CRAWFORDSVILLE COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
CORPORATION
Crawfordsville Schools Administration Building
3 W Athenian Dr.
Crawfordsville, Ind.
Notice of Regular Meeting
The Board of School Trustees of the Crawfordsville 
Community School Corporation will conduct a 
regular meeting on Thursday, Oct. 9, at 5:30 p.m. 
at Crawfordsville Schools Administration Building, 
3 W Athenian Dr.  The public is invited to attend.

NOTICE OF TENTATIVE AGREEMENT 
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Trustees of 
the Crawfordsville Community School Corporation 
will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 9, 
2025, at the Crawfordsville Administration Build-
ing, 3 West Athenian Dr., Crawfordsville, Indiana, 
to discuss the terms of the tentative agreement of 
the teacher collective bargaining agreement, which 
is posted at www.cville.k12.in.us.

Henry Paul Cass, age 
94 of Crawfordsville, 
passed away peacefully 
on October 3, 2025 
at home surrounded 
by his family. He was 
born on February 4, 
1931 to Henry and 
Elma (Sellers) Cass in 
Hebron, OH. Paul mar-
ried Marian Ellington 
on November 28, 1953 
at the First Christian 
Church in Crawfordsville.

Paul graduated from Hebron High School, earned 
his Bachelor’s degree in Agriculture from Ohio Uni-
versity and his Master’ Degree in Education from 
Purdue University. He was a chemist at Hoosier 
Crown and PR Mallory Company, before pursuing 
his teaching certificate. Paul taught 6th grade at 
Waveland Elementary for 2 years before moving 
to South Montgomery Schools, teaching science, 
retiring in 1983. After retirement he opened Cass 
Flowers and Greenhouse, his family greenhouse, 
flower shop and orchard.

Paul was longtime member of the First Christian 
Church, where he attended Men’s Coffee Hour on 
Thursdays. He was a board member for MCT for 
over 20 years. Paul was also involved with 4-H, 
being a leader for a few years. He enjoyed drawing 
and art and caring for his plants and gardens.

Paul is survived by his wife, Marian; 2 children, 
Jeffrey (Darlene) Cass and Jennifer (Dale) Hankins; 
4 grandchildren, Chad (Kelly) Cass, Logan (Ellen) 
Cass, Jason (Misty) Hankins, Clinton Hankins; 7 
great grandchildren, Mason, Spencer, Harrison, 
Thatcher, Vivian, Conner and Taylor; a brother, Lon 
(Sue) Cass; and several nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his parents; great-great 
granddaughter, Isabella; siblings, Joanne Danoff, 
Lynn Cass and Larry Cass.

Visitation will be held on Wednesday, October 
8, 2025 from 5-7pm at Sanders Funeral Care, 315 
S Washington Street in Crawfordsville. A funeral 
home service will follow on Thursday, October 9, 
2025 at 11:00 am with burial following at Oak Hill 
Grant.

Share memories and condolences at www.Sander-
sFuneralCare.com.

Henry Paul Cass
February 4, 1931 - October 3, 2025
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	▪  BUTCH DALE’S BACK IN THE DAY

BUTCH
Continued from Page 1

Snickers, 3-Musketeers, 
Milky-Way, Almond Joy, 
etc. for a nickel. A pack 
of Wrigley's chewing 
gun was a nickel, or you 
could buy five pieces of 
Bazooka bubble gum 
(with comics inside), 
or five of those wax 
bottles that contained 
flavored water. Most of 
the time, I opted for a 
pack of Topps baseball 
cards, which contained 
10-12 cards and a stick 
of bubble gum. I sat on 
the bench in front of the 
store, hoping and pray-
ing to get that elusive 
Mickey Mantle or Eddie 
Mathews card.

   A scoop of Sealtest or 
Glover’s Ice Cream on a 
cone or dish was a nick-
el, or I could choose a 
popsicle or ice cream bar 
for the same price. Older 
folks at the counter often 
ordered a cup of coffee, 
yes...5 cents. Have you 
been to a Starbucks 
lately and purchased a 
cup of coffee? If not, be 
prepared.

   Of course there were 
many other things that 
I could purchase when 
Dad was in a good 
mood and forked over a 
dime...a fountain Coke 
or Green River phos-
phate, a box of Cracker 
Jack (which contained 
a small toy), a small 
bag of potato chips, a 
yo-yo, a plastic squirt 
gun, a paddle ball, or 
an "Archie, Veronica, 
and Betty" comic book. 
(However, I usually just 
sat and read those while 
in the store so I wouldn't 
have to spend my dime!) 
Alvie Warren sold balsa 
wood airplanes, boxes of 
caps, kites and packs of 
playing cards...all for a 
dime each, at his hard-
ware store.

   A 
ticket to 
see the 
latest 
movie at 
the Sun-
shine 
theater 
was a 
quarter, but candy bars 
were a nickel and a large 
bag of buttered popcorn 
cost a dime. After the 
movie I headed to the 
drug store for a hot fudge 
sundae, also a dime. If 
a friend needed to call 
his parents after the 
movie was over, the Bell 
telephone booth on the 
corner was handy...yep, 
the call cost a dime. Send 
a Valentine letter to your 
girlfriend? No problem. 
A Valentine card was 
a penny and a postage 
stamp cost a nickel.

   Recently there has 
been talk of doing away 
with pennies, as they 
cost more to mint than 
what they are worth. 
Back in the day, I saved 
my pennies to buy hard 
candy, bubble gum or 
extra milk at school 
(2 cents, or 3 cents for 
chocolate milk). My folks 
kept pennies to use in 
the parking meters when 
they shopped in down-
town Crawfordsville (one 
penny gave 12 minutes of 
parking time).

   There isn't much we 
can do about high prices 
nowadays, and yes, I am 
still going to buy those 
$4 ice cream cones. I just 
can't resist! 

John “Butch” Dale is 
a retired teacher and 
County Sheriff. He has 
also been the librarian 
at Darlington the past 
36 years, and is a well-
known artist and author 
of local history.

Back in the day there were no sports in which girls could participate. But all 
of that has changed! Many times there are more spectators at the girls' games 
than the boys' games! Shown above is the 2008 North Montgomery girls varsi-
ty team. Front row: Bailey Carpenter, Tanner Wilson, Tori Bowerman, Sarah 
Sparks, Brittney Asbury, Kate Sparks, Kia Davenport and Tenica Wrightsman. 
Back row: Julie Seagraves, Kristi Koselke, Stephanie Ferling, Heather Keiser, 
Ashley Buis, Nicole Kingma, Natalie Robinson, Schyler Bane, Alison Skapin 
and Isaac Hook.

Music From ‘The Voice’ Coming Here
This Saturday, Con-

certs on the Corner at 
Wabash Avenue Pres-
byterian Church will 
sponsor a Coffee House 
reminiscent of the ‘60s 
and ‘70s. Hailing from 
Nashville Tenn. and 
southern California, 
singer/songwriter 
Jesse MacLeod will en-
tertain with memora-
ble folk songs from this 
period as well as his 
original music. Two of 
MacLeod’s songs were 
featured on NBC’s The 
Voice. He was the win-
ner of “Best Performer” 
in the Westcoast Song-
writer’s competition 

and named one of the 
top three male finalists 
in the So Cal live music 
competition.

The concept of the 
coffee house is to 
encourage intergener-
ational conversation 
in the community with 
music of peace and 
good coffee. Wabash 
Avenue Church is 
excited to welcome 
Wabash student 
groups, teenagers, and 
all community mem-
bers to attend. Wabash 
1832 Espresso Bar 
will provide the coffee 
which is included in 

a cover charge of $5 
for adults. Students 
are free. Attendees are 
encouraged to wear 
60’s outfits, share 
memories, and discuss 
what we can learn for 
today from a past time 
of conflict.

In keeping with the 
theme of Peace, dona-
tions are welcome for 
the Peace and Global 
Witness Offering of the 
Presbyterian Church 
USA. Forty percent of 
the collection will go 
to the local Humans 
United for Equality 
organization. 

Photo courtesy Wabash 
Avenue Church

Coffee House Coming 
to Wabash Avenue 
Church

Music on Grant Studios Fall Recital

Photo courtesy Barb Wilson, Music on Grant Studios

Wabash Avenue Presbyterian Church graciously hosted Music on Grant’s an-
nual Fall Recital on Saturday, Sept. 27. Nearly 40 students performed on a va-
riety of instruments featuring students from children to adults. Front: Jude 
McClamroch, Stella Corbin, Addison Hodges, Elaine Guthrie, Madeline Gentry 
and Matthew Hershberger. Middle 1: Fletcher Petrie, Hayden Corbin, Brooklyn 
Woolwine, Cole Arthur, Clara Brown, Lorelei DeWitt, Lorelai Pennington, Ellie 
Gentry, Bruce Madsen, Connor Brown, Ethan Riley, Grayson Bolgren, Everett 
Bolgren and Thomas Wilson. Middle 2: Graham Petrie, Kris Myers, Sierra Pigg, 
Avery Siple, Prudence Madsen, Barbara Wilson-Instructor, Jensen Presslor and 
William Hershberger. Back: Pamela Myers-Instructor, Elyse Garrett, Brendan 
Young, Poole Presslor, Zachary Hicks, Max Short, Lindsey Young and Hadley 
Arnett. Performing, but not pictured: Adam Bonebrake and Alexis Nelson.

Catch Casey every Monday in The Paper!

Waveland Strong Fall
Fest This Weekend

The Dead Neetles Band begin at 5 p.m. and 
entertain you until 8 p.m.

Waveland Strong will 
host its annual Fall Fest 
Saturday, at the Waveland 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, beginning at 5 p.m. 
Invite a neighbor and 
come out for a fun evening 
of music and dinner. You 
will want to make sure and 
visit all the wonderful ven-
dors. And for those early 
birds, it’s a wonderful 
time to get your Christmas 
shopping started.

Put on your dancing 
shoes for the evening 
while listening to The 
Dead Neetles Band. They 
are scheduled to begin at 
5 p.m. and entertain you 
until 8 p.m. They will be 
singing all your favorite 
songs.

A free-will donation chili 
dinner will be served by 
the Waveland Volunteer 
Fire Department from 5 
p.m. until the chili runs 

out. Invite a neighbor and 
come out and enjoy the 
music and a bowl of chili. 
Help support our brave 
first responders!

Brown Lucky Leaf 4H 
Club will be having their 
annual Bake Sale. You will 
not want to miss all the 
wonderful goodies these 
kids make. The proceeds 
go to help them with their 
club activities throughout 
the year.

Waveland Strong will be 
having a 50/50 raffle to 
help with the costs of the 
beautification project they 
are working on for the 
town. Make sure and stop 
by to get your tickets. They 
will be $1 a piece or $20 
for a wingspan.

For more information 
contact Amy Isenberg 
(765) 376-1591 or Teresa 
Ciulla (765) 366-8701.
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One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act (OBBBA. And 4.2 
million Americans will 
likely not be able to af-
ford insurance without 
the tax rebates.

This means that for 
Menard and the Free 
Clinic team, the ques-
tion is not if the clinic 
will feel the impact.

The Montgomery 
County Free Clinic 
serves roughly 200 to 
280 individual patients 
per year, with about 
800 visits recorded 
annually. Their eligi-
bility rules are clear: 
patients must reside in 
the county, they must 
earn under 300 percent 
of the federal poverty 
guideline and they must 
not have private or 
public insurance.

Menard knows the 
Free Clinic is not reach-
ing even 10 percent of 
the county’s 5,000 eli-
gible residents. But they 
are making a difference 
for a narrow slice of res-
idents, many of whom 
come from the Latino 
community — families 
who are often disqual-
ified from state insur-
ance programs and 
may carry deep fears 
about going to public 
hospitals. Because the 
Free Clinic takes no 
money from the federal 
government, it can pro-
vide a degree of trust 
that other healthcare 
providers cannot.

Yet the new wave 
of cuts threatens to 
completely redefine 
that patient base. As 
Menard explains, when 
ACA subsidies vanish in 
2027, many families — 
her own included — will 
find health insurance 
premiums unaffordable. 
The same is true for 
those currently on Med-
icaid losing coverage 
under government roll-
backs. Those patients, 
newly uninsured, will 
have nowhere else to go 
but the local free and 
charitable clinics.

“If you look at the 
median household 
income in Montgomery 
County, which is about 
$70,000,” Menard 
notes, “Niney percent of 
folks here could qualify 

for our services. I just 
don’t think they know 
they could.”

That paradox — vast 
potential need but 
limited reach and 
resources — defines the 
challenge ahead.

Unlike some nonprof-
its, the Montgomery 
County Free Clinic is 
not supported by state 
or federal funding. 
Around 90 percent of 
its annual $350,000 
budget comes from lo-
cal donors — individu-
als who, year after year, 
quietly sustain a vital 
safety net. The rest is 
stitched together from 
Community Foundation 
grants, the local United 
Way and the Montgom-
ery County Medical 
Care Trust.

That self-sufficiency 
has been a blessing, 
shielding the clinic 
from immediate state 
or federal clawbacks. 
But it is also a vulnera-
bility. As Menard puts 
it, “High eligibility is 
both a blessing and a 
curse.” If demand were 
to double — or triple — 
because hundreds lose 
ACA coverage or Med-
icaid slots, the clinic’s 
financial groundwork 
would need to be rebuilt 
almost overnight.

Plans are already 
forming: by 2027, the 
organization hopes to 
operate as a full-time 
primary care center, 
open five days a week 
instead of part-time. To 
do that, however, the 
budget must swell to 
$700,000. Put simply, 
the clinic will need 
either more community 
donations or brand-
new funding streams, 
all while more patients 
crowd through the 
doors. And that’s only 
part of the equation.

If money is one side 
of the challenge, people 
are the other. The 
Montgomery County 
Free Clinic has long 
leaned on volunteers for 
frontline services, from 
nurses and physicians 
to front desk staff. But 
as Menard recognizes, 
volunteerism is a chal-
lenge for busy families.

“Our generations can’t 
take off time during the 
week to volunteer at a 
clinic,” she says. “That 
used to be easier for a 
stay-at-home mom or a 
retired nurse or teach-
er. We’re just not seeing 
that anymore.”

As a result, Menard 
herself is often balanc-
ing five jobs at once: 
grant writer, bill payer, 
referral coordinator, 
and even front desk 
assistant, on top of 
overseeing the whole 
organization. More 
hands, she insists, 
would lighten the load 
and make it easier to 
sustain programs long-
term.

Asked where the clinic 
might compromise if re-
sources tighten, Menard 
doesn’t hesitate: the 
medical program and 
Meals on Wheels will be 
preserved at all costs. 
Already, in 2025, the 
clinic made the painful 
decision to cut its den-
tal program to protect 
core healthcare.

Menard’s message 
to our community is 
twofold. First, that if 
you need help, resourc-
es like the clinic exist 
— and walking through 
the door should not 
be a source of shame. 
Second, if you can give 
more — whether time, 
money or skills — now 
is the moment to rise to 
the challenge.

For small counties like 
ours, the test will be 
whether we dig deeper 
and become a commu-
nity that cares for and 
protects each other, 
knowing one day, we 
might be the person in 
need.

The League of Women 
Voters is a nonparti-
san, multi-issue politi-
cal organization which 
encourages informed 
and active participa-
tion in government. For 
information about the 
League, visit the web-
site www.lwvmont-
coin.org; or, visit the 
League of Women 
Voters of Montgomery 
County, Indiana Face-
book page.

BUS
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There will be different 
items on display, in-
cluding the banners that 
hung in New Richmond 
during the filming.

The folks at the Muse-
um ask you to cast your 
vote while there, does 

basketball mean more 
in Indiana than in any 
other state? Or is it all 
just Hoosier Hysteria?

The exhibit is on dis-
play through Saturday, 
Nov. 1.

The Carnegie Muse-
um is open Wednesday 
through Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admis-
sion to the Carnegie 
Museum is free, and the 
building is wheelchair 
and stroller accessible.

New Richmond was a buzz of activity back in the 1980s when the 
film crew was there.

Well-Read Citizens to Discuss 
‘Everyone Who is Gone is Here’

The League of Women 
Voters of Montgomery 
County invites mem-
bers of the public to 
join their Well-Read 
Citizen Book Club

At 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Oct. 15 , the 
book club will discuss 
Everyone Who Is Gone 
Is Here: The United 
States, Central Ameri-
ca, and the Making of 
a Crisis by Jonathan 
Blitzer. The book club 
meets in Whitlock Hall 
of St John’s Episcopal 
Church, 212 S Green St. 

in Crawfordsville.

The book, published 
by Penguin Press in 
2024, tells the sweep-
ing story of immigrants 
from Central America 
to the United States. 
It covers the choices 
these migrants face, 
the reasons they are 
leaving their home in 
pursuit of a new life, 
and the response in the 
United States by pol-
iticians, activists, and 
average Americans.

Blitzer’s book was a 

New York Times Top 
10 Book of 2024 and 
was named a Best Book 
of the Year by The New 
Yorker, Chicago Tri-
bune, Newsweek, PBS 
NewsHour, LitHub, 
Kirkus Reviews, Pub-
lishers Lunch, Chris-
tian Science Monitor, 
and Counterpunch.

The book club is 
free and the public 
is welcome. Contact 
Maria Reynolds-Weir 
at mlweir@duck.com 
with questions.

Newport Hill Climb

Photo courtesy Andy Chandler

On the first Sunday in October, ever since 1968, the Newport 
Lions Club has sponsored the Hill Climb. The race up a hill 
for antique cars draws thousands to this tiny Vermillion 
County community – and this year was no exception. With 
unseasonably warm weather, a big crowd was on hand to 
watch antiques race up the hill.
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over a social media 
post? Yeah, THAT 
Saudi Arabia.

Easier to talk there 
than the land of the 
free, home of the 
brave?

OK, so comedians say 
things. I get it – that 
doesn’t make Chap-
pelle right.

But is he wrong?

We all heard U.S. 
Attorney General Pam 
Bondi when she said 
“there's free speech 
and then there's hate 
speech, and there is 
no place . . . for that 
in our society.” She 
wasn’t done there 
though. She said her 
office would “target 
you, go after you, if 
you are targeting any-
one with hate speech.”

If that doesn’t abso-
lutely chill you, think 
again.

Bondi is the top law 
enforcement official 
in these here United 
States – a land I love. 
When she says she can 
target you and go after 
you, those words carry 
the full weight of the 
Justice Department, 
the FBI and more than 
100,000 people at her 
disposal.

Did she later walk 
those words back? 
A little. And can you 
make the case that it 
was only a few sen-
tences? Sure. Just 
words.

Those words. Her 
words. Powerful 
words. The irony 
wasn’t lost on me that 
she’s using powerful 
words to scare Amer-
icans who are doing 
what? Talking. With 
words.

Wouldn’t it be neat if 
we had a time machine 
and could put Bondi 
in a room with some 
guys in Philly around 
1776 or so? Wonder 

how her words would 
be taken in a room 
where they decided to 
make the ability to say 
“words” the very first 
amendment?

Let’s be clear. I could 
not disagree more 
with the lunkheads 
who are ripping on the 
assassinated Charlie 
Kirk – who was killed 
for what?

Words.

I could not disagree 
more with a lot of 
positions my friend on 
the left take.

But, by God, they 
have the right to say 
them.

It’s been said in this 
space many, many 
times that we need 
civil discourse in our 
society. Maybe that’s 
not possible anymore, 
I don’t know. How 
about less hostile 
discourse?

I sure didn’t like 
where this country 
was going when Mr. 
Biden sat in office. 
And sorry my liberal 
friends, but I like the 
direction a whole lot 
more now. But things 
ain’t perfect. They 
never are. These last 
few terms, it seems it 
doesn’t matter who’s 
in office. What started 
out as a concern – and 
is becoming more so 
by the day – is this 
idea that if you use 
your words to say 
something those in 
power don’t like, a 
lot more than words 
might be coming back 
your way.

Two cents, which 
is about how much 
Timmons said his 
columns are worth, 
appears periodically 
on Wednesdays in The 
Paper. Timmons is 
the publisher of The 
Paper and can be con-
tacted at ttimmons@
thepaper24-7.com.
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Public Notices
TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 

AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me, directed from the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No. 54C01-2505-
MF-000513, wherein Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC was Plaintiff, and 
Emily A. Vanhook and Brady R. Vanhook, et al., were Defendants, requiring 
me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree, with interest and costs, I 
will expose at public sale to the highest bidder on the 12th day of November, 
2025, at 10:00 a.m. with the Montgomery Sheriff’s Office at 600 Memorial 
Drive, Crawfordsville 47933 the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in 
Montgomery, Indiana: 

PART OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 35, TOWNSHIP 20 NORTH, RANGE 5 WEST, 
BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION; RUNNING THENCE 
SOUTH 10 RODS; THENCE EAST 8 RODS; THENCE NORTH 10 RODS, 
THENCE WEST 8 RODS TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 
1/2 ACRE, MORE OR LESS, IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, INDIANA.

Commonly known as 2499 W 650 N, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Parcel No. 54-03-35-700-011.000-011
THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE DOES NOT WARRANT THE ACCURACY 

OF THE STREET ADDRESS PUBLISHED HEREIN
Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws. All sales are subject 
to any first and prior liens, taxes and assessments legally levied and assessed 
thereon.

Ryan Needham 
Sheriff of Montgomery County, Indiana
/s/ Brian K. Tekulve
Brian Tekulve

PL5165    10/1    10/8   10/15   3t    hspaxlp

SALE #25-050709
TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 

AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk 
of Superior Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No. 54D02-2505-
MF-000525, wherein UNIVERSITY LENDING GROUP was Plaintiff, and 
Unknown Heirs-at-Law, Beneficiaries, Legatees, Devisees and Donees of Mary A. 
Largent, et al., were the Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as provided for 
in said Decree with interest and costs, I will expose at public sale to the highest 
bidder on the 12th day of November, 2025 at the hour of 10:00 am or as soon 
thereafter as possible, at 600 Memorial Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933, the fee 
simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Montgomery County, Indiana: 

SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT A
More Commonly known as: 801 Tuttle Avenue, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
Parcel No. 54-10-05-113-050.000-030
Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
“Subject to all lines, encumbrances and easement of record not otherwise 

extinguished in the proceedings known as Cause 54D02-2505-MF-000525 in the 
SUPERIOR Court of Montgomery County, Indiana,”

Plaintiff Attorney:  C. Wesley Pagles
ATTORNEY NO. 37185-49
LOGS Legal Group LLP
4805 Montgomery Road, Suite 320
Norwood, OH 45212
(513) 396-8100 Fax: (847) 627-8805
cwpagles@logs.com Ryan Needham, Sheriff of Montgomery County
Union Township
801 Tuttle Avenue
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street 

address published herein
EXHIBIT A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
PART OF THE WEST HALF OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER 

OF SECTION FIVE (5), TOWNSHIP EIGHTEEN (18) NORTH, RANGE 
FOUR (4) WEST, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A POINT 
ON THE SOUTH MARGIN OF TUTTLE AVENUE IN THE CITY OF 
CRAWFORDSVILLE, 383 FEET WEST OF THE EAST LINE OF SAID 
WEST HALF OF SAID NORTHEAST QUARTER SECTION AND RUNNING 
THENCE EAST 70 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 210 FEET, MORE OR LESS, 
TO A POINT 150 FEET NORTH OF THE NORTH MARGIN OF CHESTNUT 
STREET IN SAID CITY OF CRAWFORDSVILLE, THENCE WEST 70 
FEET; THENCE NORTH 210 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING.
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STATE OF INDIANA    )      IN THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURT
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY ) 
                                                ) CASE NUMBER: 54D01-2507-DC-000898
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF:
JENNIFER DOMINGUEZ
PETITIONER
v.
JOSE ADAN DOMINGUEZ SUAREZ

ORDER SETTING PROVISIONAL HEARING
A Verified Petition for Dissolution of Marriage asking the court for 

provisional orders has been filed in this Court. The Court has set this matter for 
a Provisional Hearing, where the court will make decisions for how important 
family and property matters will be handled while the case is still ongoing. The 
parties mUSt go to court and he prepared to show evidence to support how they 
want the court to decide on the issues of child custody, parenting time, child 
support, health insurance, spousal support, who will need to pay what debts and 
bills, and who should have what property. The provisional orders will only be in 
force while the case is still ongoing. Provisional orders end when the court issues 
the final order, which is the decree. If a party does not come to this hearing, the 
court may make decisions without that party.

IT IS SO ORDERED that this case will be heard on: December 3, 2025 at 
1:30 PM

Date: 9/30/2025 Heather Barajas
   Judicial Officer
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Sen. Deery Shares Updates
Strength-
ening 
Property 
Rights

It’s often 
said that 
property 
rights are 
the foun-
dation of 

liberty because so many 
of our other rights 
depend on the respect 
for property. As George 
Washington put it, 
“Freedom and property 
rights are inseparable. 
You can’t have one 
without the other.” 
Protecting property is 
also one of the primary 
reasons governments 
were established.

For me, this is a core 
principle that guides 
how I approach a wide 
range of issues — from 
taxation and free enter-
prise to supporting law 
enforcement, fighting 
crime and protecting 
privacy.

One violation of prop-
erty rights that is still 
rare, but is increasing in 
frequency nationwide, is 
the problem of squat-
ters. Legally, squatters 
are defined as individu-
als who occupy a prop-
erty without permission 
and without ever having 
had a rental contract.

To strengthen prop-
erty rights in Indiana, I 
supported a new law to 
expedite the removal of 
squatters. Senate En-
rolled Act 157 requires a 
law enforcement agency 
to remove squatters 
from property as soon 
as possible once the 
property owner signs an 
affidavit stating that a 
squatter does not have a 
legal right to live there.

Indiana is one of five 
states that has recently 
enacted this kind of 
legislation.

If you have ideas for 
how Indiana can better 
defend property rights, 
please share them with 
me using this form. I 
look forward to hearing 

your thoughts.

***
PROTECTING 
Taxpayer Funds from 
Fraudulent and Inept 
Financial Accountability

Recently, as a new 
member of the Legis-
lative Council Audit 
and Financial Report-
ing Subcommittee, I 
heard testimony from 
representatives of the 
State Board of Accounts 
(SBOA) on ways to 
better protect taxpayer 
dollars from misman-
agement and abuse at 
all levels of government.

The SBOA regularly 
audits most local units 
of government, state 
agencies and public 
universities across In-
diana to ensure they are 
properly following state 
laws regarding public 
finances.

Despite the dry 
sounding name, this is a 
fascinating and import-
ant subcommittee that 
oversees the accounting 
of government dollars. 
Without strong report-
ing, we will have waste 
and abuse. I am hon-
ored to add this respon-
sibility to my legislative 
duties to help protect 
taxpayers across the 
state.

 ***
CELEBRATING Fall 
in Indiana

The arrival of Autumn 
in Indiana brings many 
fall festivals as leaves 
begin to change colors.

These celebrations 
occur throughout the 
state and provide great 
opportunities to see our 
Hoosier Hospitality at 
its finest.

State Sen. Spencer 
Deery (R-West Lafay-
ette) represents Senate 
District 23, which in-
cludes Fountain, Parke, 
Vermillion and Warren 
counties, and portions 
of Montgomery and 
Tippecanoe counties.

Spencer 
Deery
Guest 

Columnist

Boone County Group Addresses Scandal
Dear Editor, 

Hoosiers deserve 
more than platitudes, 
conflicts of interest 
and unbid contracts. 
We deserve leaders 
who answer to the 
people, not to a select 
circle of insiders with 
the right connections. 
Unfortunately, the 
unfolding scandal at 
the Indiana Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion (IEDC) proves yet 
again that when poli-
tics, money, and power 
collide, it is everyday 
Hoosiers who are left 
footing the bill.

The recent revela-
tions about “The Three 
Kings”—former IEDC 
executive Dave Rob-
erts, Purdue Research 
Foundation President 
Chad Pittman, and 
former advisor to Gov-
ernor Mitch Daniels, 
Paul Mitchell—should 
concern every taxpayer 
in Indiana. Over six 
years, entities tied to 
these men collected 
more than $180 million 
in taxpayer-funded 
grants and no-bid con-
tracts. These weren’t 
isolated missteps. They 
were patterns of behav-
ior, aided and abetted 
by a quasi-public state 
agency that operated in 
secrecy and with little 
accountability.

Let us be clear: while 
Governor Mike Braun’s 
audit may have report-
edly found “no criminal 
activity,” that is hardly 
a stamp of integrity. 
Ethical impropriety 
does not need to rise 
to the level of crimi-
nality in order to erode 
public trust. Rules were 
clearly bent, disclo-
sures were kept behind 
closed doors, and over-
sight was bypassed. 
Ordinary citizens know 
that if you break the 
rules, there are conse-
quences. Yet when poli-
ticians or their allies do 
it, the refrain is always 
the same: “Mistakes 
were made, but let’s 
move on.”

We reject that.

What message does it 
send if those respon-
sible are allowed to 
continue cashing in on 
state contracts? Is the 
message that corrup-
tion is acceptable as 
long as you wear a suit 
and call it economic 
development? A factory 
worker who cut cor-
ners would be fired. A 
farmer who failed to 
meet reporting re-
quirements would lose 
subsidies. But insiders 
with access to millions 
in public funds are 

excused with a shrug. 
That double standard is 
corrosive to democracy. 
These findings need to 
be referred to the In-
spector General and an 
investigation launched. 

Governor Braun has 
dubbed himself as a re-
former, but his actions 
suggest otherwise. His 
administration’s first 
instinct was to control 
the narrative by hiring 
an out-of-state firm for 
nearly a million dollars 
to conduct a tightly 
managed audit, then 
withholding findings 
until after a legal 
review. That is not 
transparency; that is 
damage control. And 
when it came time to 
answer questions from 
the press, the Governor 
literally walked away. 
Hoosiers see through 
this.

The Boone County 
Preservation Group 
cares about this issue 
because the IEDC was 
less than transparent 
on plans for the LEAP 
district in our commu-
nity.  The recently-re-
leased audit shows that 
during the review peri-
od, one-third of overall 
IEDC expenses went 
to the LEAP Project - 
about $495 million. Of 
that, $77 million went 
to Pure Development, 
which kept about $18 
million for its work and 
paid the remainder to 
subcontractors. The 
Pure contract was not 
bid out and was just 
given to them with no 
competition.

We believe the solu-
tion is not another 
round of half-measures 
or insider promises of 
“better controls.” The 
solution is independent 
oversight, free from 
political ties. We need 
further investigation 
from the Inspector 
General and an execu-
tive order banning the 
individuals who violat-
ed ethical norms from 
participating in future 
contracts, grants, or 
state business. Oth-
erwise, bad behavior 
is not punished: it is 
rewarded.

We also believe it is 
time for the Governor 
to stop pretending that 
this scandal is someone 
else’s mess. The LEAP 
District, the IEDC’s 
crown jewel, continues 
to swallow up farm-
land, deplete water 
resources, and saddle 
Hoosiers with billions 
in hidden costs. These 
deals weren’t coinci-
dences; they happened 
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 BUTCH’S FLASHBACK TRIVIA

Thank you for reading 
The Paper!

because Indiana’s 
leaders, both past and 
present, placed secrecy 
and speed over account-
ability and stewardship.

Governor Braun can-
not phone in reform. He 
cannot duck out of press 
conferences. He cannot 
promise transparency 
with one hand while 
delaying reporting with 
the other. If he truly 
serves the people of 
Indiana, he must stand 
up to the very insiders 
who built their empire 
on the backs of Hoosier 
taxpayers.

Until that happens, we 
will continue to speak 
out. Because preserving 
Indiana’s farmland, our 
water, and our com-
munities requires more 
than ribbon cuttings 
and glowing press 
releases; it requires 
honest leadership. And 
right now, that’s what’s 
missing at the State-
house.

Brian Daggy and 
Jim Love

Boone County 
Preservation Group

Note: The Boone Coun-
ty Preservation Group 
is an organization 
formed in opposition to 
the LEAP project. The 
group’s mission is to 
create a unified com-
munity voice focused 
on preserving local 
farmland and natu-
ral resources, while 
supporting responsible 
land development. You 
can follow the Boone 
County Preservation 
Group on Facebook or 
find out more on their 
website.  
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