
Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.

2016
The Year

in Review

3rd
Floor

www.thepaper24-7.com

Welcome

Hours: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Monday to Friday

The Paper is 
Montgomery County’s 
oldest locally owned 

daily newspaper

Shop Local!
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 Montgomery County’s oldest locally owned independent newspaper	 www.thepaper24-7.com | 50¢Booster is a 1 year old male 
Labrador Retriever available for 
adoption at The Animal Welfare 
League of Montgomery County 
(AWL) since 12/4/2025. Booster 
loves going out for walks/jogs, 
frolicking in a fenced yard, and 
being showered with endless love/
attention. Booster is looking for 
his best friend! Could that be you? 
AWL is open Monday-Friday from 
12:15-5p and Saturday’s from 
12-3p. Come snuggle cats in a 
community cat room, walk dogs, or 
lend a helping hand!

The Crawfordsville/Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce invites 
the community to attend its first-ever 
State Financial Update Fireside Chat 
on Tuesday, March 31 from 5 to 6 
p.m. at the Hoosier Heartland State 
Bank Success Center (1623 S US 231 
in Crawfordsville). This informative 
event will feature Indiana State 
Treasurer Daniel Elliott and Indiana 
State Comptroller Elise Nieshalla 
in a moderated discussion focused 
on the current status of Indiana’s 
financial landscape. Attendees will 
gain insight into the state’s fiscal 
health, budgeting priorities, economic 
outlook and financial initiatives that 
impact local businesses, taxpayers and 
communities. The program will also 
include time for audience questions, 
offering a valuable opportunity to 
engage directly with two of the state’s 
top financial officers. The event is 
open to the public for a fee, regardless 
of age. The cost is $10 for Chamber 
members and $15 for non-members. 
Preregistration before March 18 is 
encouraged to assist with planning. 
Visit crawfordsvillechamber.com to 
register or call (765) 362-6800

Psalm 34:8
O taste and see that the 

LORD is good: blessed is the 
man that trusteth in him.

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE

	▪AWL BOOSTER

Do you have a friend, 
a very best friend, who 
you’ve known and kept 
close to for more than four 
decades? Some of us have 
– but those seem to be 
more rare today than they 
used to be.

So believe me when I tell 
you that I am one of the 
luckiest shmoes around. 
My wife, my absolute best 
friend, has put up with a 
vagabond journalist for 
more than 43 years. She’s 
followed me away from 
her parents and sisters to 
the dry and dusty lands of 
West Texas, the beaches of 
North Carolina, the lunacy 
of California, the land of 
lake effect snow in South 
Bend, the broken roads of 

East Texas and to the hills 
and hollers of Kentucky.

She’s given me two beau-
tiful and wonderful daugh-
ters and they have given 
us eight delightful grand-
pups – seven wonderful 
boys and one gorgeous and 
talented girl.

Yes sir, it’s been a trip! 
Not to say it’s all been 
smooth sailing. How could 
anything over 40-some 
years not have bumps and 
valleys?

But through it all she has 
stayed – even when she 
probably didn’t want to – 
traveling along, signing a 
song . . . (sing it with me 
now), side by side.

As one of my favorite 
people used to say, truth to 

tell, we shouldn’t be here. 
Back in 1982 or ’83, we 
were engaged and trying to 
figure out where we were 
going to get married. I was 
Catholic and she was Lu-
theran. We met with clergy 
from both religions and 
the Catholic priest gave us 
a compatibility test.

We failed.

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY      
What do you call a sad straw-

berry?
A blueberry!

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY
“The man who has planted a 
garden feels that he has done 
something for the good of the 
world.”

Charles D. Warner

See Two Cents Page 4

LWV Report
From Solar
Meeting

The day before the 
Montgomery County plan-
ning meeting, my father 
had solar panels installed 
on his house – something 
that seemed improbable 
six months ago. He had 
previously debated electri-
fication and was skeptical 
of Priuses until he had to 
commute six hours to work 
each week.

When I heard he was 
going solar, he cited 
calculations showing he 
would have a net gain even 
without tax breaks, which 
he opposes.

He’s like many pro-
Trump locals who have in-
stalled solar arrays; it just 
makes economic sense.

Solar energy didn’t used 
to be polarizing. It was a 
good use of money and 
land, so listening to the 
testimonies at the Copper 
Box Commission Meeting 
on Tuesday, March 10, 
highlighted the anxiet-
ies and concerns raised 
against solar farms in the 
county.

Fire Risk
Concerns about peat fires 

and volunteer departments 

See League Page 3

In my last column I listed 
a few guidelines for men 
who have reached the age 
of 70. Now here are some 
suggestions for women who 
are in the same age bracket.

1. If you make it out of 
bed in the morning, grab 
a cup of coffee, and make 
to your recliner, you are 
exactly where you want to 
be . . . at home and avoiding 
people. While sipping your 
coffee, you can decide to use 
the powers of caffeine for 
good or evil.

2. Your goals for the 
remainder of the day should 
be to buy something you 
really want, smack someone 
and eat something sweet. 
No use to worry about the 
future . . . just take one 
anxiety attack at a time. 
And the great thing is that 
you can now laugh, cough, 
sneeze and pee at the same 
time!

3. Don’t compare yourself 
to friends who brag that on 
their recent vacation they 
climbed a mountain. Just 

Butch 
Dale

Columnist

League of 
Women 
Voters

Column

So Ol’ Don is talking about 
UFOs, or UAPs. Isn’t that just 
the perfect definition of govern-
ment? Everyone and their uncle 
have been calling these things 
UFOs for decades. And yet the 
government pays somebody 
somewhere to throw that out 
and start calling them UAPs. 
Dunno who that was, but I 
want their job!

Two 
Cents

from 
Tim 

Timmons

See Butch Page 3

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.Don’t blame us if we love bookstores! So that’s why when our friends 
at Advance Funds Network <https://advancefundsnetwork.com/>, a 
direct business loan lender, conducted a nationwide study to identify 

the small businesses Americans say are the places known for real warmth, 
patience and above-and-beyond service we were excited. We were even more 
excited to learn that an Indiana bookstore -- Fables and Fairy Tales (Martins-
ville) – was the top Indiana business on the list. The study surveyed 3,104 
adults and combined direct consumer feedback with each business’s Google 
review score to create a final ranking. Tops in the U.S. was Matchbox Candle 
Co. in Sioux Falls, S.D. 

2. Whether the Red Cross or Versiti, officials are explaining that blood supplies 
are critical. Did you know that collecting blood has become increasingly 
challenging. According to our friends at Versiti, only about 3 percent of the 

population donates blood, yet nearly 70 percent of people will need blood in their 
lifetime. Every successful blood drive matters more than ever, and your efforts truly 
make a difference for patients and families in our community. Versiti is currently 
booking the 2026 schedule and are in urgent need of additional blood drives during 
the winter months, when donations are traditionally lowest. If you are interested in 
having a blood drive, please reach out Jennie Bean at jbean@versiti.org

3. Kroger recently announced that it’s expanding access to high-demand GLP-1 
therapies at participating Kroger pharmacies, bringing patients a more con-
venient option for obtaining their medication. The Kroger Family of Pharma-

cies honor manufacturer-sponsored programs, including Lilly’s KwikPen Self-Pay 
Savings Card for Zepbound®, according to each program’s eligibility requirements 
and terms and conditions. For eligible patients, these programs may help lower out-
of-pocket costs. This marks the first time self-pay patients may be eligible for Lilly’s 
savings program for this product at a retail pharmacy location. Kroger also support 
patients in navigating all available payment options, including insurance benefits, 
manufacturer programs and discount cards. This empowers patients to choose the 
pathway that works best for them. Insurance coverage and pricing vary by individu-
al.

Butch Lists
Guidelines
for Women
Over 70

Happy Birthday to My Best Friend

Concert
ON
THE Corner

Photos courtesy Andy Chandler
Indiana University’s Acapella consort Collegium Polyphonia was featured in Wabash 
Avenue Presbyterian’s Concerts on the Corner Sunday. Composed of six graduate 
students and two undergraduates from the IU Jacobs School of Music, the group 
was recently formed by Dr. Dana Marsh. Dr. Marsh is the Chair of the Department of 
Historical Performance and professor of music at IU Bloomington. He said this was 
the first time the group performed together in concert. The concert featured a capella 
sacred music from the Western European High Church in the 1500s and 1600s. De-
spite the blustery conditions, about 80 people attended.
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early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 
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WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Braun Partners with 
Turning Point USA

Indiana Gov. 
Mike Braun recent-
ly held an event 
with Turning Point 
USA and issued a 
proclamation reaf-
firming freedom of 
speech as a foun-
dational American 
value to be defend-
ed and celebrated, 
supporting open 
dialogue and indi-
vidual liberty, and 
calling on all In-
diana schools and 
universities to take 
all steps to facilitate 
student organiza-
tions like Turning 
Point USA chapters 
that foster the val-
ues of liberty and 
freedom of speech 
for the next gener-
ation. 

“I commend the 
work of Turning 
Point USA’s Club 
America and oth-
er organizations 
dedicated to fos-
tering an appreci-
ation for American 
exceptionalism, the 
importance of con-
stitutional rights, 
and standing for 
freedom. I call on 
all schools and uni-
versities in Indiana 
to take all necessary 
steps to facilitate 
student organiza-
tions like Turning 
Point USA that 
foster the values of 

liberty and freedom 
of speech in the 
next generation of 
Hoosiers.” - Gover-
nor Mike Braun

The proclamation 
recognizes that 
freedom of speech 
is a foundational 
human right that 
protects each per-
son’s search for the 
truth and pursuit 
of happiness in 
society and that 
the exchange of 
ideas is essential to 
promote a healthy, 
dynamic, and in-
formed society.

Governor Braun 
also commended 
“the work of Turn-
ing Point USA’s 
Club America and 
other organizations 
dedicated to fos-
tering an appreci-
ation for American 
exceptionalism, 
the importance 
of constitutional 
rights, and standing 
for freedom.”

It also emphasizes 
that “robust, open 
dialogue strength-
ens communities 
by fostering civic 
engagement, inno-
vation, government 
accountability, 
understanding, 
and respect among 
people with diverse 
viewpoints.”

Court OKs Cleanup on Mill Street
The City of Craw-

fordsville has secured 
an agreed judgment 
in the Montgomery 
County Superior 
Court 2 requiring 
cleanup of a nuisance 
property located at 
802 Mill Street in 
Crawfordsville.

 On March 12, 2026, 
the Court granted 
a joint motion filed 
by the parties and 
entered an Agreed 
Judgment in favor of 
the City and against 
Greene Realty, LLC. 

The Court determined 
that a nuisance con-
dition exists at the 
property under City 
Code Chapter 96 and 
it ordered that it must 
be abated.

 Under the Court’s 
order, Greene Realty 
LLC must complete 
the abatement within 
30 days of the Court’s 
approval of the judg-
ment. Required work 
includes removing 
and hauling away all 
remaining building 
materials and fire 

debris from the site, 
backfilling and com-
pacting the property 
to grade with engineer 
fill and covering the 
area with topsoil fol-
lowed by seeding and 
strawing.

 If Greene Realty 
LLC does not com-
plete the required 
work within the 
allotted timeframe, 
the Court has autho-
rized the City to abate 
the nuisance itself or 
through contracted 
agents. Any costs 

associated with the 
cleanup, including at-
torney fees and court 
costs, may then be as-
sessed to Green Realty 
LLC and placed as a 
lien on the property.

 The agreed judg-
ment also states that 
if Greene Realty 
LLC completes the 
required abatement 
within the timeframe 
ordered by the Court, 
the City will waive any 
available fines, court 
costs, and attorney 
fees.

Maybe it works in the mov-
ies . . . not so much in real life. 
Crawfordsville Police report 
that someone tried to drag an 
ATM with a truck and break 
into it.

But it didn’t work.
And now CPD and the Mont-

gomery County Sheriff’s Office 
have felony charges pending 
against three adults and one 
juvenile in detention.

It all started Sunday at 4:37 
a.m. when  the CPD and Sher-
iff’s department responded 
to an ATM alarm at Fountain 
Trust Bank, 1700 E Main St. 
in Crawfordsville. Officers said 
four suspects used a stolen 
pickup truck to pull the ATM 
machine from its concrete 
base, dragging it into the park-
ing lot of a neighboring busi-
ness. Investigators determined 
the suspects made several at-
tempts to force open the ATM 
using the stolen truck, but were 
unsuccessful in gaining access.

As officers arrived on scene, 
the suspects fled in a separate 
vehicle. A pursuit followed 
and ended when the suspects’ 
vehicle crashed near Interstate 
74. All four individuals then 
fled the scene on foot. With 
assistance from a Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Office drone 
and a Crawfordsville Police 
Department K9 unit, officers 
were able to quickly locate and 
apprehend all four suspects.

The suspects were later iden-
tified as individuals from Texas 
and Louisiana. All four were 
transported to the Franciscan 
Health Crawfordsville Emer-
gency Department for evalu-
ation due to the vehicle crash 
and exhaustion.

A detention order was is-
sued for one juvenile suspect. 
The three adult suspects were 
transported to the Montgom-
ery County Jail and prelimi-
narily charged with:

Theft (Level 5 Felony)

Resisting Law Enforcement 
with Endangerment (Level 5 
Felony)

Criminal Mischief (Level 6 
Felony)

Auto Theft (Level 6 Felony)
Organized Theft (Level 6 

Felony)
Due to the incident involving 

a financial institution, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation 
has been notified. It has not 
been determined whether the 
case will be pursued federally.

Agencies assisting in the 
response included the Craw-
fordsville Police Department, 
Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the Ladoga Police 
Department.

Anyone with information 
related to this investigation is 
encouraged to contact investi-
gating officer, Det. Geoff Payne 
at (765) 362-3762 ext. 155 or 
by email gpayne@crawfordsvil-
lepolice.in.gov

ATM Theft Suspects Apprehended Following Early Morning Pursuit

The City of Craw-
fordsville Wastewater 
Department has been 
awarded a $750,000 
Community Devel-
opment Block Grant 
through the Indiana 
Office of Communi-
ty and Rural Affairs 
(OCRA) to support 
critical improvements 
at the city’s wastewater 
treatment facility.

Funding will be 
used to replace the 
aging digester lids that 
support the anaerobic 
digestion process used 
in wastewater treat-
ment. The existing lids 
are more than 30 years 
old and have exceeded 
their useful lifespan. 
Their deterioration has 
contributed to odor 
issues affecting the 
west side of the com-
munity. Replacing the 
lids will significantly 
reduce odors while also 
improving the efficien-
cy of the wastewater 
treatment process.

 Assistant Waste-
water Superintendent 
Mike McKinney said 
the project will have 
a meaningful impact 
for residents and the 
overall operation of the 
treatment plant.

 “This funding is a 
great investment in 
Crawfordsville’s infra-
structure and quality 
of life,” said McKinney. 
“Replacing these di-
gester lids will help us 
improve the efficiency 
of our treatment pro-
cess while also address-
ing odor concerns that 
have affected nearby 
neighborhoods. We are 
extremely grateful to 
OCRA for recognizing 
the importance of this 
project and providing 
the funding to make it 
possible.”

 McKinney also 
expressed appreciation 
to community mem-
bers who participated 
in the grant process 
by attending public 
hearings, completing 

surveys, and submit-
ting letters of support 
highlighting the impor-
tance of the project.

 “The support from 
our residents played 
a key role in helping 
us demonstrate the 
impact this project will 
have on our commu-
nity,” McKinney said. 
“We truly appreciate 
everyone who took 
the time to share their 
input.”

 This project was 
made possible through 

the collaborative efforts 
of city leadership, 
staff, and community 
partners who assisted 
with planning, pub-
lic engagement, and 
preparation of the 
grant application.

 McKinney also rec-
ognized Michael Klein-
peter, President and 
Grant Administrator 
of Kleinpeter Consult-
ing Group LLC, for his 
guidance throughout 
the grant application 
process.

 “Mike’s exper-

tise and assistance 
throughout the grant 
process were incredibly 
valuable,” McKinney 
said. “We appreciate 
his support in helping 
bring this project to 
fruition.”

 Once completed, 
the improvements will 
enhance wastewater 
treatment operations 
while helping improve 
environmental condi-
tions and quality of life 
for residents in Craw-
fordsville.

City Gets $750,000 for Wastewater Treatment

Photo courtesy City of Crawfordsville
From left, State Representative Beau Baird, Wastewater Superintendent 
Troy McKinney, Wastewater Assistant Superintendent Mike McKinney, Ger-
ry White from OCRA, City Clerk-Treasurer Karyn Douglas and Joanie Fitz-
water from Kleinpeter Consulting Group.

Hot Cars 
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Back In 
The Day

Do you 
recognize 
this classic 
car from 
1999?
Answer on 
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Back in the day with Butch Dale

REMEMBER
 WHEN?

Crawfordsville 
Mayor Todd Barton 
has scheduled his 
monthly Community 
Forum for Monday, 
March 23 from 4 to 
5 p.m. at the May-
or’s Office in the City 
Building.

This will be Bar-
ton’s 153rd Com-
munity Forum since 
taking office.

Holding a monthly 
community forum 
was something 
Barton pledged to 
do during his first 
campaign for mayor 
and he has continued 
to do so every month 
– except during the 
COVID pandemic.

This event is de-
signed to allow the 

public to come ask 
questions, discuss 
concerns, interact 
with the mayor and 
learn more about 
anything regarding 
the city. 

The City Building is 
located at 300 E. Pike 
St., just off beautiful 
downtown Craw-
fordsville.

Mayor Barton 
Sets Community 
Forum Monday

Mayor Todd Barton



facing runaway blazes reso-
nate emotionally, especially for 
those who remember actual 
soil fires. However, Indiana’s 
existing 119 solar farms have 
not experienced any fire disas-
ters. “Have you ever tried to 
light a window on fire?” asked 
a local farmer.

The solar panels are made of 
glass, silicon and aluminum, 
which do not readily burn. Fire 
risk is mainly in wiring, in-
verters or transformers placed 
for access. The risk is similar 
to traditional electrical trans-
mission, and the developer 
commits to annual training 
with local departments plus 
site design for quick equipment 
access. As one solar builder 
and local volunteer firefight-
er noted, we have “more of a 
problem at Shades Park with 
down timber for fire than any-
thing else” in the county.

Land Never Going Back to 
Agriculture

Several speakers framed 
solar projects as “a total loss 
of good agricultural land” 
that can “never be reclaimed,” 
referencing peat fires that 
sterilize soil for decades. Yet, 
the project is a 30-year lease, 
not a sale, and the developer 
must post a full decommission-
ing bond to restore the land at 
the end of its useful life. The 
company’s vegetation expert 
described a site-wide perennial 
cover designed to build organic 
matter, enhance infiltration, fix 
nitrogen – benefits that farm-
ers should appreciate – and 
dramatically reduce the use 
of insecticides, herbicides and 
fungicides across the site.

The Company Will Sell and 
Walk Away

It’s easy to imagine a distant 
boardroom flipping projects 
like stocks, especially after past 
experiences with other indus-
tries. However, the developer 
emphasized its core philosophy 
to be an owner-operator, not 
a project flipper, intending to 
own and run Copper Box for its 
full 30-year life.

While trust in business is 
low, decommissioning does 
not rely on corporate goodwill: 
the ordinance requires a bond 
covering the removal cost to be 
posted at the start of construc-
tion and to follow the project 
throughout its lifespan. Even if 
the project is sold, that finan-
cial backstop remains, ensuring 
the county isn’t left with an 
orphaned facility.

Harm to Birds, Insects and 
Wildlife

Concerns about cranes and 
other birds disappearing from 
a nearby 80-acre bird sanctu-
ary that hosts 247 species raise 
alarms. However, local ecolo-
gists and biologists pointed to 
evidence that native plantings 
under solar arrays reduce ero-
sion and pesticide runoff while 
improving habitat for insects 
and birds. A conservation pro-
fessional hired for this proj-
ect described a custom seed 
mix to boost pollinators, soil 
health, and water quality, while 
a beekeeper noted that 900 
acres of diverse forage could 
significantly help honeybees 
struggling with chemicals and 
monocultures. A visitor to an-
other Indiana project reported 
seeing sandhill cranes foraging 
comfortably among the panels, 
and a long-time solar builder 
stated he consistently observes 
“more bugs and birds than ever 
before.”

Glyphosate and Other Chem-
icals

The word “glyphosate” un-
derstandably triggers concern 
because of its links to cancer 
and poor water quality. Gly-
phosate is among the chemicals 

many conventional farmers 
already use in much larger 
quantities on intensively tilled 
fields.

This project aims to establish 
a dense perennial cover within 
two to three years, using spot 
treatments for weed pressure 
rather than broadcast spray-
ing. The developer collaborates 
with vegetation consultants 
and employs local contractors 
for seeding and management, 
keeping agronomic decisions 
close to those who live with the 
land.

Noise and Visual Blight
People worry about aesthet-

ics. The solar panels, which 
are about as tall as mature 
cornstalks, generate no sound. 
The nearby Pleasant Meadows 
subdivision and the Boys and 
Girls Club experience no dis-
turbance.

Copper Box is designed with 
more than 500 feet of setbacks 
from homes. Third-party 
appraisers studying similar In-
diana projects found no nega-
tive impact on nearby property 
values, aligning with the county 
staff report.

Blocking Future Develop-
ment

Opponents argue that once 
900 to 1,800 acres are cov-
ered, the county has closed 
the door on neighborhoods 
and businesses. However, 
the temporary nature of solar 
distinguishes it from perma-
nent development; there is 
minimal concrete, no sewered 
subdivisions and no long-lived 
foundations to remove when 
use changes. At the end of the 
lease, the ground can easily be 
returned to its original state. In 
other states, large solar proj-
ects have been built adjacent 
to new home construction, 
suggesting that proximity to 
panels does not hinder devel-
opment.

Power Exported Out of State, 
Not Filling the “15% Gap”

It’s easy to resent local land 
serving big-city customers 
while Montgomery County 
sees no energy benefits. Yet 
Indiana is a net importer of 
electricity, bringing in about 15 
percent of its power from other 
states, and Copper Box con-
nects directly to a Duke Energy 
transmission line feeding the 
Crawfordsville substation. This 
project contributes to regional 
reliability and helps close the 
state’s overall deficit, support-
ing the grid for local homes and 
businesses. More generation 
close to load reduces Indi-
ana’s dependence on distant 
fossil-fuel plants and volatile 
global supply shocks.

Heavy Metals Leaching into 
Soil and Water

Concerns about cadmium 
and contamination speak to 
another fear. However, the 
planned panels consist mostly 
of silicon, glass, and alumi-
num, which are “non-toxic 
in nature,” with no liquid to 
leak. While multiple speak-
ers worried about high water 
tables and well contamination, 
no one could cite actual cases 
of heavy-metal pollution from 
modern silicon-based solar 
projects in Indiana, despite 4.2 
gigawatts already operating in 
the state. In contrast, current 
row-crop systems regularly 
send fertilizers, pesticides 
and sediment into waterways 
– harms that the perennial 
ground cover is intended to 
reduce.

Soft Soils and Peat
The history of peat burning 

on this site is real and under-
standably unnerving. However, 
the developer has conduct-
ed geotechnical studies and 
committed to avoiding “the 

areas with the softest soils,” 
using new racking that follows 
the terrain to reduce grading 
significantly. One Indiana 
project of similar size cut grad-
ing needs from 500 acres to 
about 30 using this approach, 
preserving topsoil rather than 
scraping it away. The company 
also stated that panels will not 
be placed on muck soils iden-
tified in the maps, addressing 
the worst-case fire scenario.

“We’re Not Ready for Re-
newables – If They Worked, 
Oil Companies Would Have 
Switched.”

This quote captures broad 
cultural skepticism, not just 
local concerns.

However, utilities, manu-
facturers and even some oil 
majors are investing in solar 
because it is now one of the 
cheapest forms of new electric-
ity at scale. Indiana’s energy 
task force, created by the 
governor, is working from the 
premise that the state must 
pursue an “all-of-the-above” 
strategy to meet rapidly ris-
ing demand and that Indiana 
is already an “energy deficit” 
importer.

When skeptics point to EV 
disappointments or policy 
shifts, they highlight the messi-
ness of transition, not evidence 
that new technology cannot 
work; every major farming 
change – from tractors to 
hybrid seeds – faced backlash 
and uneven adoption before 
becoming normal.

Would You Rethink?
In facing unknowns, it’s 

natural to resort to “what ifs.” 
Fears are legitimate warning 
signals. In response, we must 
test them against evidence and 
remember that humans often 
prioritize fitting in and inter-
personal connections.

What did you hear? Would 
you rethink your stance? What 
would convince you? Like my 
father, nearing 70, we balance 
logic and concern. When it 
benefits us, we often shift our 
mindsets.

Any company seeking to 
impact our community should 
build in local control and safe-
guards to ease concerns.

This company did.
Our county will face a signif-

icant shortfall after last year’s 
Senate Bill 1. We may want to 
weigh the value of tax dollar 
inflows and request our county 
distribute them to emergency 
services, roads and other rural 
projects.

What some of us heard: 
Bonds for decommissioning, 
written fire-training commit-
ments, drainage reviews and 
clear setback rules are not just 
technicalities; they are concrete 
ways of expressing: “We expect 
things to go right, but we’ve 
planned for if they don’t.”

An honest column about 
Copper Box can acknowledge 
that some opposition stems 
from love of the land and a 
lifetime of watching bad deals 
in rural America. It can also 
ask: when our worries outpace 
the evidence from projects al-
ready in place, are we protect-
ing Montgomery County – or 
allowing fear of the unknown 
to close off a tool that could 
strengthen farms, county bud-
gets, wildlife habitat, and the 
grid our future generations will 
depend on?

 The League of Women Voters 
is a nonpartisan, multi-issue 
political organization which 
encourages informed and active 
participation in government. For 
information about the League, 
visit the website www.lwvmont-
coin.org; or, visit the League of 
Women Voters of Montgomery 
County, Indiana Facebook page.
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LEAGUE
Continued from Page 1

BUTCH
Continued from Page 1
tell them that today you 
were able to get your 
leg through your un-
derwear without falling 
down.

4. It’s true that exer-
cise can possibly make 
you look better. How-
ever, a glass of wine can 
do the same thing.

5. If someone is 
annoying, OK, maybe 
you can’t kick butt any-
more. No problem . . . 
Just go for their ankles.

6. Be sure to remem-
ber the correct replies 
when arguing with your 
husband: “Fine” (You 
are right and he needs 
to shut his mouth.) . . . 
“Nothing” (This means 
something, so he had 
better watch out.) . . . 
“Go ahead” (This is not 
permission, it’s a dare.) 
. . . “Whatever” (Your 
husband is an idiot!) . 
. . “That’s OK” (It’s not 
OK and he is going to 
be sorry.) . . . “Wow!” 
(How did he become 
that stupid?)

7. Husband provides 
no sparks in the bed-
room? A taser doesn’t 
cost that much. Use it! 
If he informs you that 
he would rather watch 
the Super Bowl, tell 
him that your idea of a 
Super Bowl is a toilet 
that cleans itself after 
he uses it. Remind him 
that he doesn’t have to 
pee every time he pass-
es by the bathroom. 
Your aim is to keep 
it clean and his aim 
would help.

8. Have some fun. 
Break the law. If you 

get caught, pretend 
you’re deaf and don’t 
speak English.

9. Don’t like living 
alone? Move in with 
your kids. Make a lot 
of noise, trash their 
house, and if they want 
you to pick up after 
yourself, throw a fit. If 
they thought that since 
you are 70 . . . you are 
a sweet old lady, then 
that is their first mis-
take!

10. Be happy! You 
have reached the “won-
der years.” You wonder 
where your left your 
car keys. You wonder 
where your glasses 
are. You wonder where 
you lay down your cell 
phone.

   Here is a little poem 
for women over 70 . . .

   “You’ve seen it 
all, you’ve done it all. 
You’ve been around 
the block; You’re living 
large, you’re so in 
charge. Old lady? What 
a crock! You’ve just 
begun to have some 
fun. You’ve earned each 
little wrinkle. Say it 
loud, you’re downright 
proud. And when you 
laugh, you tinkle. A 
real woman feels it’s no 
big deal to add anoth-
er candle. You’re old, 
you’re bold. You’re sol-
id gold. There’s nothing 
you can’t handle!”

 John “Butch” Dale is 
a retired teacher and 
County Sheriff. He has 
also been the librarian 
at Darlington the past 
37 years, and is a well-
known artist and author 
of local history.

State Rep. Matt 
Commons (R- Wil-
liamsport) recently 
welcomed Bennett 
Oppy, who attends 
North Montgomery 
High School, to the 
Statehouse where he 
participated in the In-
diana House Page Pro-
gram during the 2026 
legislative session.

As an educator and 
representative, the 
page program is truly 
special to me,” Com-
mons said. “I encour-
age any student who’s 
interested in learning 
more about state 
government to come 
to the Statehouse for a 
day and experience the 
legislative process in 
action.”

During the day as a 
page, Oppy interact-
ed with lawmakers 
and staff, toured the 
Statehouse and joined 
Commons on the 
House floor to watch 
the legislative session.

To learn more about 
how students ages 13 
to 18 can serve as a 
page during the 2027 
legislative session, 
visit indianahousere-
publicans.com/page-
program.

 Commons represents 
House District 13, which 
includes all of Benton 
and Warren counties, 
and portions of Foun-
tain, Jasper, Montgom-
ery, Newton, Tippeca-
noe and White counties.

Rep. Commons 
Welcomes Oppy
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Miserably.
We failed so bad that 

he refused to marry us.
(Yeah, I know he’s a 

man of God but I sure 
hope he’s reading this 
today!)

See, the thing is we 
may not have been the 
perfect match – but 
my weaknesses were 
her strengths. Her 
weaknesses fell in the 
area where I had some 
talents. So together, 
we helped make up 
for each other. Sure, it 
produced some angst, 
but it also helped us in 
a lot of ways, especial-
ly parenting.

Like I said, we had 
our issues. Neither of 

us (but especially me) 
were good at arguing. 
Agree to disagree? 
Well, we’ve learned 
over time. A few de-
cades ago, we stunk at 
it. I really stunk.

But you know what, 
we didn’t give up. We 
didn’t quit on each 
other. And we’re still 
standing . . . together.

Today, March 18, is 
my best friend’s birth-
day. And so I offer her 
this: I thank you for 
all the years. I thank 
you for the wonderful 
times. I thank you 
for our family. And I 
thank you for helping 
me be who I am today.

I love you forev-

er and a day, Linnie 
Lou and I wish you 
the happiest birthday 
possible! May you 
have many more safe, 
healthy and happy 
ones!

(And if anyone is 
wondering how old 
she is today . . . like 
I said, I’ve learned a 
thing or two over the 
years. Wonder all you 
want.)

 Two cents, which is 
about how much Tim-
mons said his columns 
are worth, appears peri-
odically on Wednesdays 
in The Paper. Timmons 
is the publisher of The 
Paper and can be con-
tacted at ttimmons@
thepaper24-7.com.

TWO CENTS
Continued from Page 1

Let’s talk about the 
neighbors!  Note I did 
not say gossip but in-
stead we need to share 
some memories. 

Although I did many 
workshops on writing 
your autobiography, 
giving a list of possible 
topics, I never thought 
of the neighbors; well, 
that is until Jim’s dad 
wrote about them in 
his.  Second page, even, 
he listed the neighbors 
via direction.  Example: 
East: William Dar-
man (Wallace, Jack, 
children); Jankowski 
(Vincent; three sisters).  
Loved how he’d put 
“shoe-string relation” 
who were somewhere 
in the family tree.  Fritz 
(later Blecks – shoe 
string) and Raffles 
(shoe)!  His descrip-
tion of the Parkers was 
much more detailed.  
They had five kids: 
Fay, Benny, Beatrice, 
Dorothy and Harri-
et – “Dorothy was my 
favorite and a really 
cute gal.  Ben was quite 
a guy – he really loved 
dogs and hunting.” 

In JoAn’s (Jim’s 
mom) autobiography 
they first lived on Ed-
ward Street.  Neighbors 
one side, the Gibrons 
were a Syrian family.  
“I played with their 
daughter, Geraldine 
and her brother, Abe 
ended-up playing with 
the Chicago Bears, then 
became a defensive 
coach for them.”   JoAn 
wove other neighbors’ 
stories into a well-writ-
ten, fun read!

My dad didn’t point 
out people but pin-
pointed several he 
knew, including my 
favorite notation which 
was that he played 
baseball against Birch 
Bayh.

Mom’s wasn’t an 
autobiography as I 
wrote it several years 
after she passed, using 
some of her diaries.  
Although mom never 
went to training as a 
hairdresser, she sure 
had an amazing knack 
for it.  Regularly, she 
did several neighbors 
and friends in town 
and not just women – 
kids and men as well 
(set David G’s hair), 
Doris Grimes (taught 
at Waveland) and Anna 
Hayes’.  We had three 
beauty shops in Wave-
land, so she was even-
tually made to stop. 

Thus it is my turn 
to tell you about our 
neighbors when I was 

young and please share 
yours either in an 
autobiography or just 
a couple page essay.  
Our closest neighbors 
were Ida Reiter on 
the East and Norman 
and Agnes Walker on 
the other side (loved 
to watch them shop – 
he’d buy parts of it; she 
others and then some 
together).  Mrs. Reiter 
was quite old but Dad 
mowed her yard and 
mom would take her 
over eats a couple of 
times a week.  When 
she passed away, Dad 
was chosen as one of 
the pallbearers.  Well, 
it was an extreme-
ly long funeral, her 
daughter having played 
some of Ida’s favorite 
songs; also parts of a 
book Mrs. R. loved.  
Dad fell asleep.  Then 
the daughter had a tape 
of Ida reading some 
poems she had writ-
ten. Thus, this is what 
dad woke up to and he 
jumped high thinking 
Ida Reiter had returned 
from the dead.  He was 
super embarrassed but 
then again, everyone 
knew to expect the 
unexpected from Fred 
Bazzani. 

Johnson’s lived 
across the street from 
us and their daugh-
ter, Mary June and I 
were fairly close when 
young as I would carry 
her across the street 
to our house and go 
swimming all the nice 
days we could.  She had 
one of the last cases of 
polio so the exercise 
was quite good and we 
had fun.  Both with a 
love for writing, many 
years later we were in 
the same writing group 
and had a blast.  One 
day she said, “This so 
reminds me of when we 
were young and wrote 
plays and performed 
them for our folks.  It 
was one of the high-
lights from my child-
hood!”  Sadly, I really 
didn’t remember it!  
Ha, another reason to 
write your autobiogra-
phy – others can fill-in 

some blanks for you!
Probably my favorite 

neighbors were Maude 
and Oscar Cook.  I ab-
solutely adored them.  
They walked just about 
every evening, holding 
hands and laughing to-
gether. She also made 
me a lot of yummy 
cookies when I’d go 
over and talk to her 
when he was working 
(owned an antique 
store).  A fairly well-
known Indiana artist, 
she only did still lifes 
but I had my picture 
professionally taken 
when 16.  She loved 
that picture and for 
graduation I received 
her one and only por-
trait using the picture 
as her starting point! 

Others around were 
the Machledts who 
had the funeral home.  
They lived above it. 
They had one son, 
Freddie who would 
chase me (never caught 
me) and try to kiss me.  
The Milligan’s lived a 
bit up the street and 
I loved playing with 
Betsy!  There were few 
girls around – hung-
out with Mary Curry 
and Melody Murray 
some and walked a lot 
with Carol Presslor 
plus I always had to 
walk to school with 
Tresha Cox.  Used to 
sit and dream looking 
at the Sears Catalogue 
with Bobby Ann Ful-
lenwider.

Well, I could keep 
telling you about the 
neighbors, but think 
for now, I’m done 
talking about them!  
Please, write about 
yours!

 For years, Karen 
Zach was the editor of 
Montgomery Memories, 
our monthly magazine 
all about Montgomery 
County. Her column, 
Around the County, 
appeared every Friday 
in The Paper of Mont-
gomery County. Karen 
retired from all that a 
few years ago but sent 
us this gem to share with 
you. You can reach her 
at karen.zach@sbcglob-
al.net.

Karen Talks About the Neighbors

Karen Zach
Special Guest

Columnist

Keeping Dangerous 
Suspects Behind Bars

One of the most ba-
sic and essential duties 
of government is to 
keep people safe.  And 
yet, Indiana is in the 
minority of states that, 
in most circumstances, 
still guarantees bail 
even if the individual 
is believed to pose a 
significant threat to 
the public.

As such, our state 
has seen too many 
dangerous repeat 
criminals arrested and 
released from jail on 
little or no bail who go 
on to hurt more inno-
cent people. The prob-
lem is especially acute 
in domestic violence 
situations when an 
abuser is arrested and 
then quickly released 
and able to continue to 
harm his victims.    

Hoosiers are fed 
up with “catch and 
release” policies that 
fail to keep dangerous 
people behind bars 
and off our streets.

That’s why this year 
I supported Senate 
Joint Resolution 1, 
which seeks to amend 
Indiana’s constitution 
so judges can hold 
arrestees without bail 
if there is no way to 
release them without 
threatening the safety 
of the public. Under 
Indiana’s constitution-
al amendment pro-
cess, Hoosier voters 
will have a chance 
to vote on SJR 1 on 
this November’s bal-
lot, meaning you will 
have a chance to weigh 
in on this important 
issue. 

Just as important, 
I also supported Sen-
ate Enrolled Act 2, a 
companion bill that 
makes sure arrest-
ees are treated fairly 
when their bail is set 
and guarantees all 
arrestees have legal 
protections like the 
right to an attorney at 
their bail hearing, the 
right to present evi-
dence and the right to 
have their bail set in a 
timely manner. 

These reforms 
will prove especially 
important for women 

who find themselves 
in domestic abuse 
situations. If the 
amendment passes, it 
will make it easier for 
authorities to keep an 
abuser who is a seri-
ous threat away from 
their victims until they 
can receive a trial.

Welcoming Local 
Students to the State-
house

This session, I wel-
comed Wynne Roberts 
and Elijah Thompson 
to the Statehouse 
who served as Senate 
pages. 

Wynne is from West 
Lafayette and attends 
West Lafayette High 
School. Elijah is from 
Marshall and attends 
Parke Heritage High 
School.

I also welcomed Cal-
lan and Cambry John-
son, two students from 
North Vermillion Jr./
Sr. High School who 
were photographed 
with State Sen. Greg 
Goode (R-Terre 
Haute).

Pages spend a day at 
the Statehouse touring 
the historic building, 
observing debates 
from the Senate floor 
and interacting with 
their state senator. 

The 2026 Senate 
Page program has now 
ended. Parents inter-
ested in learning more 
about the program 
should visit www.
IndianaSenateRepub-
licans.com/Page-Pro-
gram.  

Get Prepared for 
Severe Weather  

As spring arrives, 
Hoosiers are reminded 
to prepare for the se-
vere weather that can 
be expected this time 
of year.

In recognition of 
Severe Weather Pre-
paredness Week, the 
Indiana Department 
of Homeland Security 

is providing several 
safety tips, including: 

Have multiple ways 
to receive weather 
alerts, including phone 
alerts and a NOAA 
weather radio. 

Understand the 
difference between a 
watch and a warning. 

Never drive through 
flooded roadways, 
remember “Turn 
Around, Don’t 
Drown.” 

Know your safe shel-
ter location, such as a 
basement or interior 
room away from win-
dows. 

Prepare an emer-
gency kit and family 
communication plan 
before storms develop.

Thunderstorms, 
floods and tornadoes 
are common in Indi-
ana, and remembering 
these tips can help you 
and your family stay 
safe during a severe 
weather event. 

In the District
 New Opportunities 

for Tippecanoe County 
and the State

GE Aerospace is 
investing $65 million 
across Indiana. These 
investments will create 
a major boom in job 
opportunities for Hoo-
siers, especially those 
in Tippecanoe County.

The company has 
said they will be hiring 
880 workers across 
three Indiana coun-
ties, Tippecanoe Coun-
ty being one of them.

I am very excited 
about this invest-
ment and believe it 
will bring incredible 
opportunities to Hoo-
siers. 

State Sen. Spencer 
Deery (R-West Lafay-
ette) represents Senate 
District 23, which in-
cludes Fountain, Parke, 
Vermillion and Warren 
counties, and portions of 
Montgomery and Tippe-
canoe counties

Sen. Deery Shares Update

Contributed photo
Wynne Roberts and Elijah Thompson were welcomed to the Statehouse by 
Senator Deery after serving as pages.

Spencer 
Deery

State Senator

The Boys & Girls 
Club of Montgomery 
County will run  2026 
Spring Break Camp, 
offering local youth a 
fun, safe, and engaging 
place to spend their 
school break.  Reg-
istration is open and 
spots are filling up.

Spring Break Camp 
will take place March 
23–27 at the Boys & 
Girls Club and is open 
to youth in grades 
K-5. Camp is open 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
with breakfast, lunch 
and a snack provided.  
Throughout the week, 
campers will enjoy a 
variety of hands-on 
activities, including a 

mix of games and gym 
activities, arts and 
crafts, STEM proj-
ects, group challenges 
and field trips.  Camp 
provides opportunities 
for kids to learn new 
skills, explore their 
creativity, and build 
friendships in a posi-
tive environment.

The program is 
made possible through 
the generous sponsor-
ship of Lakeside Book 
Company, whose part-
nership helps make 
the camp accessible to 
families in the com-
munity.

“We are grateful 
to Lakeside Book 
Company for helping 

make this program 
possible,” said Gina 
Haile, CEO of the 
Boys & Girls Club of 
Montgomery County. 
“Spring break can be 
a challenge for work-
ing families. Our goal 
is to provide a safe, 
supervised environ-
ment where kids can 
stay active, learn new 
things, and have a lot 
of fun.”

The cost for the full 
week of Spring Break 
Camp is $65 per child. 
Space is limited. 

Families can register 
by contacting the Club 
at (765) 362-8912 or 
by visiting www.bgc-
moco.org.

Spots Limited for Boys & 
Girls Club Spring Break Camp
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CLASSIFIEDS

Public Notices
STATE OF INDIANA    )      IN THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURT
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY ) 
                                                ) CASE NUMBER: 5401-2512-MI-001559
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF MINOR:
KALANA EDWARDS
Name of Minor
KELLEY RADCLIFF
Petitioner
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Notice is hereby given that Petitioner, Kelley Radcliff as a self represented 

litigant, filed a Verified Petition for Change of Name on 12/31/2025 to change the 
name of Kalana Edwards to Kalana Radcliff.

The Petition is scheduled for hearing in the Montgomery County Circuit 
Court on March 19, 2026 at 10am. Which is more than thirty (30) dats after the 
third notice of publication.  Any person has the right to appear at the hearing and 
to file written objections on or before the hearing date.

Date: 12/31/2025
Sondra K Sixberry

Clerk
PL5281    3/11  3/18  3/25    3t    hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA    )      IN THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURT
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY ) 
                                                ) CASE NUMBER: 54D01-2507-DC-000898
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF:
JENNIFER DOMINGUEZ
PETITIONER
v.
JOSE ADAN DOMINGUEZ SUAREZ

ORDER SETTING PROVISIONAL HEARING
Cines now the Court, to reset the matter for Final Hearing, due to the court 

house being closed due to inclement weather.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDEERED that this matter shall be reset for a Final 

Hearing.  All parties are to appear in person March 23, 2026 at 2:30 p.m. In 
Montgomery County Superior Court 1.  If you fail to appear, the matter may be 
heard in your absense.

Date: 1-29-26
Judge Heather Barajas

Montgomery County Superior Court 1
PL5280    3/11  3/18  3/25    3t    hspaxlp

54D02-2603-EU-000015
STATE OF INDIANA   ) IN THE MONTGOMERY SUPERIOR COURT 2
                                                 ) SS:
MONTGOMERY COUNTY   )       CAUSE NO.: 54D02-2603-EU-000015
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF
TERRI J. GILSTRAP, Dec.

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that on March 9, 2026, Donald L. Gilstrap II was 

appointed Personal Representative of the Estate of Terri J. Gilstrap, deceased, who 
died on December 28, 2025, in Hendricks County, Indiana.

All persons having claims against this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of the Clerk of this Court within three (3) months 
from the date of first publication of this notice, or within nine (9) months after the 
decendent’s death, whichever is earlier, or the claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Crawfordsville, Indiana, this 9th day of March, 2026.
Sondra K Sixberry

Clerk ouf the Montgomery County Courts
Attorney for the Estate:
WILLIAM A. GOEBEL
118 East Main Street, Ste. 300
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
(765) 364-94499

PL5282    3/18  3/25    2t    hspaxlp

ADVERTISERS: You can 
place a 25-word classified 
ad in more than 140 news-
papers across the state for 
as little as $300.00 with one 
order and paying with one 
check through ICAN, Indi-
ana Classified Advertising 
Network.  For Information 
contact the classified de-
partment of your local news-
paper or call ICAN direct at 
Hoosier State Press Associ-
ation, (317) 803-4772.

FOR SALE - SERVICES 
& MISCELLANEOUS

Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 
1-855-572-5165 Pickup 
from 03.08.26

DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your first three months 
of Max, Paramount+, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-888-885-8931 
Pickup from 03.08.26

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-
6023 Pickup from 03.08.26

FreedomCare. Let your 
loved ones care for you and 
get paid!†Paid by Medicaid. 
Choose family or friends as 
your paid caregiver. Check 
your eligibility today! Call 
FreedomCare now! 1-844-
563-4012 Pickup from 
03.08.26

Safe Step. North Americaís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-855-743-1911 Pickup 
from 03.08.26

Acculevel. Your foundation 
repair and basement water-
proofing experts. Whether 
basement, crawl space or 
concrete slab weíll guide 
you on the right path to a 

healthy home. Act now! Up 
to $600 off. Restrictions ap-
ply. Call for a free consulta-
tion. 1-877-229-0197 Pick-
up from 03.08.26

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-866-953-2203 
today to schedule a free 
quote. Itís not just a genera-
tor. Itís a power move. Pick-
up from 03.08.26

SunSetter. Americaís Num-
ber One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-855-801-
2797 Pickup from 03.08.26

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
is backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 
1-877-361-4260 to sched-
ule a FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. Get 
15% off your entire order. 
Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details. 
Pickup from 03.08.26

YMT Vacations. Over 50 
guided tours available. Af-
fordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for 
mature travelers. Our tours 
include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage 
handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a profession-
al Tour Director and select 
meals. For a limited time 
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call 
YMT today. 1-844-291-8647 
Pickup from 03.08.26

HEALTH/MEDICAL/
INSURANCE

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 877-930-3271 Pick-
up from 03.08.26 

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-844-244-7025 www.
dental50plus.com/hoosier 
#6258 Pickup from 03.08.26

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-

ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses.Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
833-467-0943 or visit www.
Li fe55plus. in fo /hoosier 
Pickup from 03.08.26

Audien Hearing. The worldís 
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free 
shipping. Lifetime support. 
More than 1.5 million hap-
py customers. Call Audi-
en 1-877-502-8748 Pickup 
from 03.08.26

NOTICES
We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-855-
655-7718 Pickup from 
03.08.26

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-414-2352 today! 
Pickup from 03.08.26

REMEMBER 
WHEN?

Answer: 
1999 Pontiac 30th 

Anniversary Trans AM

SUPPORT
Your Local Merchants...

Shop at home!
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“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - NoonSaturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.compompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/26

The Ernie Pyle 
World War II Mu-
seum will open for 
the 2026 season on 
Thursday, March 19, 
and will welcome 
visitors throughout 
the following weekend 
with tours and special 
events each day.

The March 19 date 
marks an earlier 
spring opening for 
the museum, which in 
past years has opened 
in May.

“The earlier spring 
opening for the mu-
seum is a visible sign 
of the growth of the 
Friends of Ernie Pyle 
organization,” said 
Steve Key, president of 
the FEP board. “These 

expanded hours are 
possible due to the 
support of the com-
munity and dedication 
of our volunteers and 
guides. We hope to see 
more visitors with the 
expanded hours and 
the chance to enjoy 
the recently installed 
bronze sculpture of 
Ernie Pyle.”

The museum is 
located in Dana in 
Vermillion County, 
Indiana. It features 
the famed World War 
II correspondent’s 
birthplace as well as a 
museum dedicated to 
his wartime activity as 
a journalist.

The opening week-
end’s hours will be 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday, 
and noon to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday.

The site will then 
be open every Friday 
and Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., and Sun-
day, noon to 5 p.m., 
through Veterans Day 
on Nov. 11.

The Ernie Pyle 
World War II Museum 
is owned and operated 
by the Friends of Pyle, 
a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to pre-
serving and advancing 
Pyle’s legacy and 
honoring the service of 
all veterans of the U.S. 
Armed Forces.

Photo courtesy Crawfordsville District Public Library

1,000 Books
Addison, age 5, has completed the Crawfordsville District Public Library 
program “1,000 Books Before Kindergarten”. She is the daughter of Tris-
tin and Emily Knee. Addison’s favorite book is Disney Minnie ‘n  Me, 
Where’s Fifi? by Lyn Calder. Dad said, “This program made reading fun 
and gave Addison and her bother, Cayden, a real love for books. We’re 
very proud of her accomplishment and thankful for our local library.” 
The Crawfordsville District Public Library congratulates Addison and 
her family on this wonderful achievement and applauds their dedication 
to fostering a lifelong love of reading!

Ernie Pyle Museum opens Thursday

Photo courtesy Andy Chandler
Visitors this year will see the new Ernie Pyle statue.

Witham Health Ser-
vices has announced 
that the health system 
is now accepting ap-
plications from com-
munity organizations 
seeking sponsorship 
support for events and 
initiatives taking place 
during the second half 
of 2026.

 “Through our com-
munity sponsorship 
program, Witham 
partners with nonprofit 
organizations that are 
working to improve the 
health and well-being 
of the communities we 
serve,” said Communi-
ty Relations Manager 
Kim Heffner. “The 
program is part of 
Witham’s broader com-
mitment to community 
outreach and support-
ing local initiatives 
that promote healthier 
lives.”

 Sponsorship re-
quests are reviewed 
twice each year, al-
lowing Witham to 
strategically invest its 
resources in initiatives 
that have a meaningful 
impact on community 
health. In the first half 
of the year, Witham 

distributed more than 
$35,000 to support 
community programs 
and local initiatives.

 “Witham values 
partnerships that help 
strengthen the health 
of our communities,” 
said Witham Health 
Services President and 
CEO Kelly Braverman. 
“Through our spon-
sorship program, we 
are proud to support 
organizations whose 

missions align with 
improving wellness 
and addressing import-
ant community health 
needs.”

Interested organi-
zations can complete 
the online sponsorship 
application and learn 
more about eligibil-
ity requirements by 
visiting www.witham.
org/sponsorships. The 
deadline to submit ap-
plications is May 1.

Witham Opens Doors for 
Community Sponsorship


