
Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Kevin is a 4 year old male 

Basenji available for adoption 
at The Animal Welfare League 
of Montgomery County (AWL) 
since 1/3/2025. Kevin came in 
with his doggy pal (who’s also 
available), Gunnar. Kevin is 
dog friendly, but a meet and 
required is required to ensure 
good fit. Both love going out 
for walks/jogs, frolicking 
in a fenced yard, and being 
showered with endless love/
attention. Kevin is looking for 
his best friend! Could that be 
you? AWL is open Monday-
Friday from 12:15-5p and 
Saturday’s from 12-3p. Come 
snuggle cats in a community 
cat room, walk dogs, or lend a 
helping hand!

1 Corinthians 13:13
So now faith, hope, and love 

abide, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love. (ESV)

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE

	▪AWL KEVIN

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Happiness? The color of it 
must be spring green.”

Frances Mayes

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY
Did you hear about the sensi-

tive burglar?
He takes things personally!

BOOMER BITS...Tips and Advice from Boomers to Boomers

The Linden Depot Museum, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit railroad mu-
seum located along U.S. 231, has 
launched a $30,000 GoFundMe 
fundraiser to support Project 
497, a cosmetic restoration of its 
historic Nickel Plate Road bay 
window caboose No. 497. Nor-
folk & Western Railway donated 
the caboose several years ago 
and it has suffered significant 
weather-related deterioration. 
Project 497 aims to restore the 
caboose’s exterior appearance, 
returning it to a condition 
worthy of public display and 
long-term preservation. For 
more information or to donate, 
please visit the Linden Depot 
Museum’s GoFundMe page: 
https://gofund.me/41580a477, 
or contact museum president, 
Gary Vierk at (765) 427-3630. 
Donations may also be mailed 
directly to Linden Depot Muse-
um, Project 497, P.O. Box 154, 
Linden, IN 47955.

Speaking of UFOs, never seen 
one myself. Kinda wish I had.

Empowering Seniors for 
Safer Online Experiences
6 Practical Safety Tips for Caregivers and Families

Dear Rusty: I have been 
working somewhat consis-
tently since commencing 
my Social Security benefit 
income. I’ve been collect-
ing since my full benefit 
age of 66, approximately. 
I’m now 81, and custom-
arily, in about October of 
each calendar year, Social 
Security notifies me of 
additional benefits from 
my additional work. Not 
this year.  

I earned some $18,000-
$19,000 in 2025. SS 
advised I did not meet 
some 35-year formula. I 
thought that formula just 
applied to the original 
benefit calculation. Other-
wise, one seems cheated 
given the SS taxes paid on 
income received after ap-
plying for benefits without 

any consideration for that 
income. Please advise me. 

Signed: Feeling Cheated

Dear Feeling Cheated: 
FYI, your Social Security 
benefit is always based 
on the highest 35 years 
of your lifetime earnings 
(with your early years’ 
earnings automatically 

adjusted for inflation). 
And that formula contin-
ues even after you start 
receiving benefits. Social 
Security will look at your 
earnings each year to see 
if your recent earnings are 
among your highest. If so, 
they will automatically re-

ASK 
RUSTY

Social Security Advisor

See Rusty Page 2

I’m Still Working; Why Didn’t 
my Benefit Amount Increase?

Family Features
Today’s seniors aren’t 

shying away from a 
world that has become 
increasingly reliant on 
technology. Quite the 
opposite, in fact, as recent 
survey findings suggest 
adults ages 65 and older 
are more digitally active 
and self-assured than ever 
before.

Nearly all seniors 
surveyed as part of the 
“Connecting the Digital 
Dots: Online Habits and 
Safety Concerns Across 
Three Generations” survey 

from Cox Mobile consider 
themselves digitally 
literate, using devices for 
shopping, banking, social 
media and entertainment. 
With older adults spending 
a significant amount of 
time connected to the 
digital world – 41% of 
those surveyed reported 
spending five or more 
hours online daily – 
they’re also more at-
risk for scams, viruses 
like malware and data 
breaches.

Even though 61% of 
seniors who encountered 

digital threats were able 
to mitigate the issues 
themselves, showing 
their growing digital 
capability, increased 
online engagement 
brings new challenges 
and responsibilities for 
caregivers, who often play 
a crucial role in supporting 
seniors’ digital journeys.

To help support older 
loved ones’ safety and 
confidence as they 
navigate an evolving 
digital landscape, Cox 

See Safer Page 3

“Fine” may be the most 
common and most dishonest 
word in the English lan-
guage, and it’s silently keep-
ing people isolated from one 
another, explains Christian 
Life Coach Darla Nelson. 
She believes the antidote to 
that isolation begins with 
vulnerability.

“‘Fine’ keeps people at 
arm’s length; honesty invites 
connection,” Nelson said. 
“Vulnerability is where true 
healing begins, and that’s 
when peace starts to take 
root.”

 That message is at the 
heart of Nelson’s new book, 
I’m Fine. Really?: Moving 
From Stress and Anxiety to 
Peace and Calm. Her book 
invites readers to drop the 
mask, embrace grace and 
rediscover the peace that 
comes from being real — 
with themselves, with others 
and with God.

 Her book walks readers 
through simple, life-giving 
shifts to help them:

 ● Understand what’s 
really behind those feelings 
of stress

● Release emotional 
weight that’s been holding 
them back

● Build healthier thoughts, 
habits and relationships

● Embrace peace, even 
amid life’s chaos

 “The book is filled with 
honest, relatable stories — 
my own and those of people 
I’ve coached — that show life 
isn’t always neat and tidy,” 
Nelson said. “I don’t pretend 
to have it all figured out. 
I’m just an ordinary woman 
who’s learned (and is still 
learning) to trust God more 
deeply, let go of stress and 
build healthier habits one 
step at a time.”

 And that’s what makes 
Nelson’s narrative so re-
freshing: She doesn’t speak 
from a place of perfection. 
She shares the trenches 
of real life with readers in 
a way that is candid and 
heartfelt. I’m Fine. Really? is 
an honest, faith-filled guide 
that can help readers let go 
of stress and live with more 
clarity, connectedness and 
purpose.

 “Ultimately, my prayer 
is that readers feel seen, 
understood and inspired to 
let go of the pressure to be 
‘fine’ and start creating a 
life that’s truly fulfilling — 
spiritually, emotionally and 
physically,” Nelson added.

‘Fine’ Is 
New Fake:
Emotional 
Honesty Is Key 
to Peace and 
Connection

I’m Fine. Really?: 
Moving from Stress 

and Anxiety to Peace 
and Calm

Publisher: Zamiz 
Publishing

ISBN-13: ‎978-
1949813456

Available from https://
www.amazon.

com/Im-Fine-Real-
ly-Moving-Anxiety/

dp/1949813452  

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.Visitors to Indiana State Parks with limited mobility will soon have a free 
tool available to help them get outside and explore trails, with state-of-the art 
track chairs coming to all Indiana State Parks throughout the state. A track 

chair is an all-terrain, electric-powered wheelchair that helps people with limited 
mobility safely explore rugged, off-road environments. Purchase of 45 track chairs 
was made possible by $1 million in funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The funds 
were part of a $50 million grant the foundation made to the Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources in 2024 to support new development and upgrades across the 
Indiana State Park system. The track chairs will be distributed statewide for use at 
each Indiana State Park and Indiana State Park Inn. The new chairs supplement the 
13 powered mobility chairs that are currently available at Indiana State Parks. More 
information about accessibility at DNR properties is at on.IN.gov/dnr-accessibility 
and information on Lilly Endowment’s investment in Indiana state parks is available 
at https://events.in.gov/event/lilly-endowment-awards-50-million-grant-for-indi-
ana-state-parks.

2. Governor Mike Braun formally announced a major investment in agricultur-
al and life sciences with the goal of creating 100,000 high wage jobs over 10 
years and making Indiana the premier U.S. destination where human thera-

peutics, animal health, agritech, biotechnology, and environmental innovation flow 
together along the vital, anchored pathway of private-sector excellence. Anchored by 
world-class U.S. companies and research institutions with substantial incentives and 
a USDA facility advancing the vision, Indiana is the re-shoring and expansion epi-
center: the place where American private enterprise creates 100,000 jobs and estab-
lishes institutional stature among the nation’s most recognized innovation corridors. 
Braun highlighted the depth of leadership concentrated in Indianapolis and across 
Indiana in human health, animal health, agriculture, advanced manufacturing, and 
research..

3. The Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division of Historic Preser-
vation & Archaeology is now accepting grant applications for the fiscal year 
2026 Historic Preservation Fund. Applications are only accepted through 

the State of Indiana’s Grant Management System website and must be submitted 
by 5 p.m. on Friday, June 5.  Applicants are encouraged to contact the DHPA grant 
staff: Malia Vanaman at mvanaman@dnr.IN.gov or 317-232-1648 or Steve Kennedy 
at skennedy@dnr.IN.gov or 317-232-6981 to discuss potential projects and confirm 
eligibility of the applicant, activity and property.  For questions or guidance on using 
the state’s grant management system, Euna Grants, support materials are available 
at: IN.gov/sba/grants/resources-for-subrecipients. 

Spring is Spring is 
Right Right 

Around the Around the 
Corner!Corner!
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.
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Home
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in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
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Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
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BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
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2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
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destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 
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becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”
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truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.
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Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.
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Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Do You 
Recognize This 
1965 New Ross 
H.S. Graduate?

HINT: 
He really enjoyed 
being in band and 
choir, and had a 
great interest in 
science.

Answer on 
Page 3

RECOGNIZE ME?
Flashback Trivia with Butch Dale

Mitchell Family Says Thank You

RUSTY
Continued from Page 1

calculate your benefit 
to give you a higher 
amount (and pay you 
retroactively to the 
first of that year). Ap-
parently, in past years, 
your more recent 
earnings were among 
the highest over your 
lifetime, which is why 
you received those 
notifications in the fall 
of each previous year 
saying your benefit 
was adjusted based 
upon recent earnings. 
That you didn’t get a 
similar notification 
this year, means that 
your earnings in 2024 
were not among the 
highest over your life-
time, so no adjustment 
to your monthly bene-
fit was appropriate. 

Now, to clarify, those 
annual notices you 
received in the past 
always referred to the 
preceding year – that 
is, if you received a 
notice in October 2024 
of a higher SS benefit, 
that was a result of 
your 2023 earnings. If 
you got no such notice 
in October of 2025, 
that means that your 
2024 income was not 
among the highest 
over your lifetime. And 
your 2025 earnings of 
$18,000 - $19,000 will 
likely not be among 
your lifetime highest 
either, so you probably 
won’t get a notice next 
year either. 

It’s important to 
understand that your 

contributions to Social 
Security (i.e., the SS 
payroll taxes you pay 
while working) are 
not put into a separate 
account for you - rath-
er, they are used to 
help pay benefits to all 
beneficiaries. In other 
words, just contribut-
ing to SS with payroll 
tax from your work 
earnings doesn’t nec-
essarily mean you get a 
higher benefit. Your SS 
benefit is always based 
upon the 35 years in 
which you earned the 
most, including recent 
years if you contin-
ue to work. So, you 
weren’t “cheated” – 
that is simply how the 
program works - your 
SS benefit is always 

based on your highest 
35 years of work earn-
ings, including recent 
years, with earnings 
from the early years 
adjusted for inflation..

This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. Russell Gloor 
is the, National Social 
Security Advisor at the 
AMAC Foundation, the 
non-profit arm of the 
Association of Mature 
American Citizens. To 
submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry) or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org.
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Spring Break Camp Begins Monday
The Boys & Girls 

Club of Montgomery 
County will run  2026 
Spring Break Camp, 
offering local youth a 
fun, safe, and engaging 
place to spend their 
school break.  Registra-
tion is open and spots 
are filling up.

Spring Break Camp 
will  run from Monday 
through Friday next 
week at the Boys & 
Girls Club and is open 
to youth in grades 
K-5. Camp is open 

from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
with breakfast, lunch 
and a snack provided.  
Throughout the week, 
campers will enjoy a 
variety of hands-on 
activities, including a 
mix of games and gym 
activities, arts and 
crafts, STEM projects, 
group challenges and 
field trips.  Camp pro-
vides opportunities for 
kids to learn new skills, 
explore their creativity, 
and build friendships 
in a positive environ-

ment.
The program is made 

possible through the 
generous sponsorship 
of Lakeside Book Com-
pany, whose partner-
ship helps make the 
camp accessible to fam-
ilies in the community.

“We are grateful to 
Lakeside Book Com-
pany for helping make 
this program possible,” 
said Gina Haile, CEO 
of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Montgomery 
County. “Spring break 

can be a challenge for 
working families. Our 
goal is to provide a 
safe, supervised envi-
ronment where kids 
can stay active, learn 
new things, and have a 
lot of fun.”

The cost for the full 
week of Spring Break 
Camp is $65 per child. 
Space is limited. 

Families can register 
by contacting the Club 
at (765) 362-8912 or by 
visiting www.bgcmoco.
org.

A new literary anthology cele-
brating the depth, grit and cre-
ative spirit of Indiana writers 
will make its debut this spring 
as Purple Aardvark Publishing 
launches its inaugural collec-
tion, Shadow and Light: New 
Writing from Indiana.

The anthology gathers po-
ets, essayists, storytellers and 
photographers with strong ties 
to the Hoosier state and asks 
them to create “good work 
about hard things.” The collec-
tion reflects on the beauty and 
heartbreaking moments that 
shape human lives, refracting 
them through art.

“Hard things, like diamonds, 
have many facets,” the editors 
write in the anthology’s in-
troduction. “When we dare to 
write through them, they catch 
the light.”

“Writing to and from a place 
grounds me,” says contributor 
Helen Hudson. “Everything 
is really so entirely miracu-
lous, everything is pierced by 
wonder and delight, if you just 
pause for a minute and pay 
attention.”

In Shadow and Light, first-
time authors appear alongside 
award-winning writers well 
into their careers. The result is 
a book that feels both intimate 
and wide-ranging—firmly root-
ed in Indiana soil yet resonant 
well beyond the state’s borders.

The collection includes work 
from more than 30 contribu-
tors, including Alec Jarvis, An-
drew Chandler, Ann Graham 
Price, Anna Williamson, Dave 
Krohbne, Doug Calisch, Gwen 
Carlson, Gwynn Wills, Helen 
Hudson, J.R. Jamison, J.M. 
Wheeler, Katie Daniels, Kelly 
O’Dell Stanley, Kelly Shea, Kim 
Kile, Linda Haslanger, Lisa 
Rice Wheeler, Luke Blakeslee, 
Maggie Hoover, Marc Hudson, 
Marla McDaniel, Mary Glass, 
Michael Brockley, M.L. Greyn-
olds, Nicole Brooks, Patrick 
Schlegel, Roberta Barmore, 
Robin Lee Lovelace, Sandra 
Salazar, Steve Bowman and 
Steve Charles.

The anthology will launch 
with a public celebration fea-
turing author readings, book 

signings, an open mic and a 
short question-and-answer ses-
sion with the editorial board.

Readers and supporters are 
invited to attend the book 
launch cocktail reception from 
5 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, March 
28 at the Detchon Internation-
al Center at Wabash College. 
Fans of the contributors, mem-
bers of the literary community 
and the general public are 
welcome.

The event is graciously 
sponsored by Wabash College’s 
Restoring Hope, Restoring 
Trust grant in partnership with 
the English Department.

Additional information about 
the anthology can be found at:

https://www.purpleaard-
varkpub.com/our-books/

Shadow and Light: New 
Writing from Indiana marks 
the fourth publication from 
Purple Aardvark Publishing, 
a new collective imprint dedi-
cated to championing distinc-
tive voices and creative work 
connected to Indiana and the 
Midwest.

Shadow and Light Showcases 
County & Hoosier Writings
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By Andy Chandler
For The Paper

 This St. Patrick’s 
Day morning, the 
Hampton Inn on the 
northside of Craw-
fordsville played host 
to the Montgomery 
County Chamber of 
Commerce’s event, 
Biz and Brew.

 This was a mem-
bers-only gathering 
hosted by the Cham-
ber, and was attended 
by roughly 20 people. 

 According to 
Chamber of Com-
merce Executive 

Director Stacy Som-
mer, “This is only 
the third one we’ve 
done. The last one we 
did was last October 
and it was Hallow-
een themed. Seventy 
people attended.”

 She said the pur-
pose of this event was 
for Chamber mem-
bers to network with 
each other as well as 
to have fun activi-
ties put together by 
the Chamber as ice 
breakers. Activities 
included bingo and 

a photo booth for 
members to pose with 
Monty the Chamber 
Mascot. Breakfast 
was provided by the 
Inn and the Chamber 
and included coffee, 
biscuits and gravy. 

 Sommers said the 
next one is May 22. 
While details are still 
being worked out, 
members should 
check later at www.
crawfordsvillecham-
ber.com or the Cham-
ber’s social media 
feeds.

Photo courtesy Andy Chandler
From left, Chamber Executive Director Stacy Sommer and Executive As-
sistant Jessica McClamroch.

Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day – Chamber Style

Crawfordsville May-
or Todd Barton has 
scheduled his monthly 
Community Forum 
for Monday, March 23 
from 4 to 5 p.m. at the 
Mayor’s Office in the 
City Building.

This will be Barton’s 
153rd Community 
Forum since taking 
office.

Holding a monthly 
community forum 
was something Barton 
pledged to do during 

his first campaign for 
mayor and he has con-
tinued to do so every 
month – except during 
the COVID pandemic.

This event is de-
signed to allow the 
public to come ask 
questions, discuss 
concerns, interact with 
the mayor and learn 
more about anything 
regarding the city. 

The City Building is 
located at 300 E. Pike 
St., just off beautiful 

downtown Crawfords-
ville.

Community Forum With Mayor Monday

Mayor Todd Barton

Mobile, in partnership 
with Common 
Sense Media, offers 
educational materials 
on digital safety, 
smart device use and 
media literacy for 
all ages. In addition, 
these practical safety 
strategies can help 
empower seniors to 
make informed, safe 
choices online.

Encourage Strong 
Passwords: Simple 
passwords, like 
number sequences, 
keyboard patterns or 
personal information 
– such as variations of 
your name, birthdate, 
address or names of 
pets or loved ones – 
are easily guessable 
and may lead to 
issues. While the 
survey found 70% 
of seniors already 
create strong, unique 
passwords, encourage 
them to avoid reusing 
passwords across 
sites. Recommend a 
password manager 
app to safely store 
passwords and 
eliminate the need to 
write them all down, 
which could lead to a 
breach if not stored 
properly.

Promote Security 
Software: If devices 
aren’t protected, even 
the most careful users 
are susceptible to 
viruses. Though 63% 
of those surveyed 
have security 
software installed, 
it’s important to 
regularly make sure 

it’s up to date (or that 
automatic updates are 
enabled) and covers 
all devices, including 
laptops, tablets and 
smartphones.

Enable 
Multi-Factor 
Authentication: 
A simple and 
effective way to 
stop most attempts 
at unauthorized 
account access, 60% 
of seniors are already 
using multi-factor 
authentication as 
an extra layer of 
protection. Some 
seniors, however, may 
need assistance setting 
up the safeguard, 
which typically sends 
a code to a phone 
number or email 
address as part of 
the login process, 
for online banking, 
email or social media 
accounts.

Review Apps 
and Channels: 
Over time, it can be 
easy to accumulate 
apps on smartphones 
and tablets. While 
51% of surveyed 
seniors remove 
unsafe apps, make it 
a habit to regularly 
check loved ones’ 
devices for unfamiliar 
or suspicious 
applications and delete 
them. Also keep an eye 
out for unauthorized 
charges, data sharing 
or browser extensions.

Utilize Built-In 
Safety Features: 
Explore privacy 
controls on individual 

devices (and apps) and 
check with your loved 
ones’ internet service 
provider to ensure 
security features are 
being utilized like the 
43% of those surveyed 
who are already 
taking advantage of 
their devices’ safety 
settings. Included 
privacy protections 
may include limiting 
data sharing, disabling 
location tracking, 
blocking pop-ups 
and restricting 
other unwanted 
communication.

Discuss Online 
Safety Regularly: 
Because technology 
is ever-changing, 
it’s important for 
caregivers to talk 
with senior loved 
ones about online 
safety. Open, ongoing 
conversations, like 
those one-third of 
seniors are already 
having several times a 
week or even daily, can 
help build trust and 
awareness of current 
scams, suspicious texts 
or emails, commonly 
used apps and more.

By fostering open 
dialogue, sharing 
practical safety 
strategies and 
leveraging trusted 
resources, caregivers 
can help their loved 
ones thrive and stay 
safe. Visit your local 
Cox Mobile store or go 
to CoxMobileSafety.
com to find more tips, 
guides and full survey 
results.

SAFER
Continued from Page 1
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Use IRS Free File to Avoid Paying Fee

As the 2026 tax fil-
ing season approach-
es, many Americans 
are once again put-
ting off their returns. 
IPX1031’s 7th annual 
Tax Procrastinators 

report finds 29 percent 
of Americans will pro-
crastinate filing their 
taxes this year, a slight 
improvement from 31 
percent in 2025. New 
in 2026, 21 percent of 

Americans say they 
plan to use artificial 
intelligence to help file 
their taxes this year. 

While nearly 3 in 10 
Americans will pro-
crastinate filing their 

taxes, more than 1 in 5 
(22 percent) say they 
don’t feel prepared to 
file in 2026. The top 
reasons for procrasti-
nating include:

The process feels too 
complicated or stress-
ful

Filing takes too 
much time

Fear of owing money
Although Tax Day 

2026 is April 15, 
nearly 1 in 5 Ameri-
cans (19%) don’t know 
the filing deadline. As 
for when they plan to 
file, 15 percent will in 
January, 38 percent in 
February, 26 percent 
in March, and 18 per-
cent in April. Nearly 1 
in 5 (19 percent) even 
admit to procrastinat-
ing until Tax Day to 
file.

1 in 5 Americans 
Will Use AI to Help 
File Taxes

Nearly half (46 
percent) of Americans 
trust AI to give accu-
rate tax guidance or 
information and 21 
percent say they will 
use AI to help file their 
taxes. The top ways 
people plan to use 
AI is to help answer 
filing questions, find 
deductions or credits, 
and review returns for 
mistakes.

Using Google search 
data related to tax 

filing deadlines, we 
identified the states 
most likely to pro-
crastinate filing taxes. 
For the 4th year in a 
row, Wyoming ranks 
#1. Alaska is 2nd, 
followed by Vermont, 
North Dakota, and 
Delaware. The top five 
is unchanged from the 
2025 Tax Procrastina-
tion report. However, 
South Dakota moved 
up to 6th place, push-
ing Hawaii and Rhode 
Island further down 
the rankings.

In a change from 
2025, New Jersey 
moved from the #41 
spot to #50, becoming 
the state least likely 
to procrastinate filing 
their taxes. Wisconsin 
and Pennsylvania also 
rank among the states 
least likely to delay 
filing.

When it comes to 
refunds, expectations 
are mixed. More than 
2 in 5 (44 percent) 
Americans expect their 
refund to be about 
the same size as last 
year, while 32 percent  
anticipate a smaller 
refund and 23 percent  
expect a larger one. 
According to the In-
ternal Revenue Service 
(IRS) the average tax 
refund in 2025 was 
$3,052.

As for how Ameri-

cans will use their tax 
refund, 19 percent 
plan to save it, 18 per-
cent  will use it to pay 
off debt, and 9% plan 
to put it toward an 
emergency fund. More 
than a quarter (27 
percent ) don’t expect 
to get a refund at all.

Americans spend 
an average of $128 
per year on tax prepa-
ration with the ma-
jority filing through 
an online service (69 
percent), followed 
by filing through an 
accountant (27 percent 
), and 4 percent use 
other methods. More 
than 1 in 4 (27 percent 
) of business owners 
and investment prop-
erty owners say they 
struggle with filing 
taxes for their business 
or property.

 
If you are interested in 

deferring your taxes on 
investment real estate, 
consider a 1031 Tax 
Deferred Exchange. 
You can use our Capi-
tal Gain Estimator or 
learn more about how 
a 1031 Exchange can 
help preserve and grow 
your assets when selling 
and buying investment 
properties.  Learn 
more about Investment 
Property Exchange 
Services, Inc. (IPX1031), 
the nation’s largest 1031 
Exchange company.

Nearly Third of Us Still Procrastinate on Taxes

For 2026, eight pri-
vate-sector partners are 
offering guided tax software 
products through IRS Free 
File to taxpayers with an 
Adjusted Gross Income of 
$89,000 or less in 2025.

 Taxpayers with an AGI 
above $89,000 can use the 
Free File Fillable Forms, 
available beginning Jan. 26. 
These electronic versions of 
IRS paper forms are ideal 
for individuals who are 
comfortable preparing their 
own taxes using IRS in-
structions and publications.

 Understanding IRS Free 
File

Each IRS Free File trusted 
partner sets its own eligi-
bility requirements, which 
may include age, income, 
state residency and military 
status. Taxpayers and ac-
tive-duty military personnel 
with an AGI of $89,000 or 
less in 2025 can find a free 
federal filing option; some 
partners also offer free state 
tax return preparation and 
filing.

 Claim tax credits at no 
cost

IRS Free File allows eligi-
ble taxpayers to claim valu-
able tax benefits, including 
the Earned Income Tax 
Credit, the Child Tax Credit 
and other refundable cred-
its. Refundable tax credits 
can reduce the amount of 
tax owed or result in a re-
fund, even if no tax is due.

 How to find the right IRS 
Free File product

Taxpayers can find the 
right product by visiting 
IRS.gov/freefile and:

Select “Explore Free 
Guided Tax Software”, then 

select the “Find a Trusted 
Partner” tool for help in 
finding the right product, or

Use “Browse All Trusted 
Partners” to review each 
offer,

Choose the product that 
best fits their situation, and

Follow the links to the 
trusted partner’s website to 
begin their tax return.

 IRS Free File works on 
computers, smart phones or 
tablets.

 2026 IRS Free File par-
ticipants

The following trusted 

partners are participating 
in IRS Free File for 2026:

1040Now
Drake (1040.com)
ezTaxReturn.com (offers 

English and Spanish)
FileYourTaxes.com
On-Line Taxes
TaxAct
TaxHawk (FreeTaxUSA)
TaxSlayer
 IRS Free File helps taxpay-

ers save money and file their 
taxes quickly and securely. 
For more information or to 
get started on a tax return 
today, visit IRS Free File: Do 
Your Taxes For Free.

Indiana American 
Water is recognizing 
the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s 
Fix a Leak Week 2026 
by sharing simple, 
practical tips custom-
ers can use to locate 
and address common 
household leaks that 
waste water, drive up 
bills, and strain home 
plumbing.

“Finding and fixing 
leaks can help custom-
ers protect their water, 
homes, businesses and 
monthly bills,” said 
Kari Britto, Vice Pres-
ident of Operations, 
Indiana American Wa-
ter. “At the same time, 
Indiana American 
Water is investing over 
$200 million annually 
for the next several 
years to modernize 
water and wastewater 
infrastructure in our 
75 communities across 
the Hoosier State.”

Household leaks are 
more common than 
many people realize. 
According to the EPA, 
leaks affect about one 
in 10 homes and can 
waste more than 90 

gallons of water each 
day.

Here are a few places 
where leaks are often 
found:

Toilets: A defective 
plunger ball or flapper 
valve can waste water 
by causing the tank to 
continually drain and 
refill. To test, drop a 
dye-tracing tablet or a 
small amount of food 
coloring in the tank 
and wait 5 minutes. If 
the dye-colored water 
seeps into the bowl, 
you may have a leak 
and need to replace 
the defective part.

Faucets: A leaky fau-
cet can waste nearly 
3,200 gallons of water 
per year. If you no-
tice one dripping, try 
closing it tightly. If it 
continues to drip, the 
washer may need to be 
replaced.

Washing Machines 
and Dishwashers: 
If you see water on 
the floor near your 
washing machine or 
dishwasher, that could 
indicate a leak. You 
may want to call your 
repair service.

Bathtubs and Show-
ers: Check the spout 
and showerhead 
for dripping water. 
New washers may be 
needed on the faucet 
handles.

Boiler Systems: If 
the sound of running 
water is continuous 
and does not stop 
and start periodically, 
there may be a leak. 
Contact a profession-
al to check it out and 
perform repairs.

Learn more by 
downloading Indi-
ana American Wa-
ter’s leak-detection 
kit and checking out 
the company’s Fix a 
Leak Week blog post. 
Customers can also 
review water use for 
unexpected spikes 
and manage accounts 
through MyWater, 
Indiana American Wa-
ter’s online customer 
portal.

Additional tips on 
water conservation 
and the value of water 
are available through 
the company’s Water 
Learning Center.

Utility Provides Customers 
with Leak-Saving Tips

Have a great 
weekend!  
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The roller-coaster ride 
taken by the Purdue men’s 
basketball team since the 
dawn of 2026 is once again 
on an upward trajectory.

Becoming the first No. 
7 seed to win the Big Ten 
Tournament has renewed 
some faith in the eighth-
ranked Boilermakers, who 
were viewed as a preseason 
national championship con-
tender. Beating the Mich-
igan all-star team while 
playing its fourth game 
in four days has regained 
some benefit of the doubt 
for a Purdue program that 
is best known for failure in 
the eyes of some national 
media members.

Keith Gill, the chairman 
of the NCAA Tournament 
Selection Committee, sur-
prised many Big Ten ob-
servers with his statement 
that Purdue went from a 
No. 3 seed to the last No. 2 
seed with its victory against 
the Wolverines. It has been 
believed by some that the 
tournament committee usu-
ally has its bracket finalized 
before the results of the Big 
Ten tournament, which typ-
ically concludes about 30 
minutes before the bracket 
reveal on CBS.

Gill stated the tourna-
ment title game led to the 
committee’s biggest debate 
in the final minutes.

“We had Michigan (as 
the No. 2 overall seed) and 
then when … the Big Ten 
Tournament results came 
out, Arizona flipped to the 2 
overall and Michigan to the 
3 overall,” Gill said. “Then 
when you look at Purdue, 
they started at the 11 (over-
all) line and with that result 
they scrubbed up to the 8 
(overall) line and got them 
a 2 seed.”

That jump allowed Pur-
due to go to St. Louis to 
start the tournament, likely 
bumping either Illinois or 
Michigan State from that 
slot behind West Regional 
No. 1 seed Arizona.

If someone had told me 
back in November that 
Purdue would have a better 
record away from Mackey 
Arena during the 2025-26 
season, I’d have lost some 
money in my eagerness to 
place a friendly wager with 
that person.

But the facts are that the 
Boilermakers (27-8) went 
8-3 on an opponent’s court 
and are 7-0 at a neutral 
site. This statistic perhaps 
influenced the predictions 
by CBS college basketball 
analysts Clark Kellogg and 
Jon Rothstein that Purdue 
will win the national cham-
pionship.

“Purdue has found its 
rhythm and mojo,” Kellogg 
said during the CBS selec-
tion show. “They look like 
a team that can very well 
have a storybook ending 
getting to Indianapolis.

“I like Purdue and (reign-
ing national champion) 
Florida to meet in Indi-
anapolis. The storybook 
ending I’m talking about? 
The Purdue Boilermakers 
win the national champi-
onship 60 miles away from 
campus. They get it done.”

Rothstein compared 
Purdue’s momentum from 
winning an unexpected Big 
Ten Tournament cham-
pionship to Connecticut’s 
national championship run 
in 2004 and Florida’s title 

surge in 2007.
“A large returning nucleus 

that truly knew that the sea-
son didn’t maybe truly start 
until Championship Week,” 
Rothstein first stated on 
his X (formerly Twitter) 
account.

“One of the hottest teams 
in the country right now,” 
fellow CBS analyst Isis “Ice” 
Young stated before picking 
Purdue to reach the Elite 
Eight.

“They’ve got a point guard 
who is one of the most 
decorated in the history of 
college basketball,” host 
Brent Stover stated, refer-
ring to Braden Smith, who 
needs two assists Friday 
night against Queens to 
break former Duke star 
Bobby Hurley’s NCAA ca-
reer record.

Over at ESPN, where 
positive news about the Big 
Ten is rare since the net-
work lost the conference TV 
package, Rece Davis stated 
that Arizona “has a pretty 
tough draw” in the West 
Regional.

Analysts Jay Bilas, Jay 
Williams and Seth Green-
berg all have Purdue reach-
ing the Elite Eight before 
losing to Arizona.

“I think Purdue has a 
pretty decent draw,” Bilas 
said. “The Miami-Missouri 
winner is not going to be an 
easy second round game.”

“Purdue made a state-
ment today,” said Green-
berg, who was impressed 
with the 80-72 victory 
against No. 2 Michigan. 
“People say how good is 
Purdue? They went through 
that stretch where they lost 
two or three in a row. But 
they got back to who they 
were. They grinded it out. 
They were physical. They 
were tough. They played 
through their interior. Bra-
den Smith looked to score a 
little bit more.”

In a nightmare scenario, 
though, for Purdue Green-
berg has Michigan and 
Michigan State reaching 
the national championship 
game. Greenberg joked 
about wanting to overhear 
the handshake line after 
picking the Wolverines.

Bilas and Williams have 
Arizona winning the na-
tional title. Bilas picked the 
Wildcats to beat Michigan 
State in the final.

* * *
NOTEWORTHY: Win-

ning the Most Outstand-
ing Player of the Big Ten 
Tournament was a major 
consolation prize for Smith 
after not repeating as an 
Associated Press first-team 
All-American last week.

Smith was chosen a 
second-team All-American 
guard, more than likely the 
result of Purdue’s under-
achieving month of Febru-
ary when the Boilermakers 
went 6-4 with losses to 
Michigan, Michigan State 
and Wisconsin inside 
Mackey Arena.

Smith did receive first-
team All-America honors 
from the National Associa-
tion of Basketball Coaches 
and the United States Bas-
ketball Writers Association. 
Those honors make Smith 
the fourth two-time consen-
sus first-team All-American 
in Purdue history, joining 
Terry Dischinger, Rick 
Mount and Zach Edey.

Whether Purdue’s dis-

appointing regular season 
finish will impact Smith’s 
chance of being the first 
repeat winner of the Bob 
Cousy Award will be known 
in the next few weeks. 
Smith’s fellow finalists are 
Michigan State’s Jeremy 
Fears, Jaden Bradley of 
Arizona, Darius Acuff Jr. 
of Arkansas and Kingston 
Flemings of Houston.

Fears’ chances may 
depend on whether voters 
take into consideration his 
less than sportsmanlike 
play at times this season. 
Smith is the nation’s assists 
leader with a Purdue and 
Big Ten record 317, 23 more 
than runner-up Fears.

Smith is averaging 14 
points, 9.1 assists and 3.6 
rebounds a game entering 
the NCAA Tournament 
opener against Queens.

* * *
PURDUE’S VICTORY 

against Michigan was the 
most watched conference 

championship game on any 
network in the last 30 years 
according to the Big Ten. In 
a statement, the Big Ten re-
ported the broadcast peak-
ed at 6.2 million viewers.

* * *
TWO VICTORIES in the 

NCAA tournament would 
give Purdue coach Matt 
Painter 500 at Purdue. The 
55-year-old Painter has an 
overall record of 523-228, 
including a 25-5 record in 
his lone season at Southern 
Illinois.

Painter is on track to pass 
Naismith Hall of Famer 
Gene Keady’s school record 
win total of 512 during the 
2026-27 season.

* * *
THIS COLUMN was 

submitted Wednesday 
night before the Big Ten 
began play in the NCAA 
Tournament. With that in 
mind, I’m taking the league 
to go 6-0 Thursday night. 
The most noteworthy game 

could be fourth-seeded 
Nebraska earning its first 
NCAA Tournament victory 
against Troy in Oklahoma 
City.

I like No. 8 seed Ohio 
State over No. 9 TCU in 
Greenville, S.C.; No. 5 
Wisconsin over No. 12 High 
Point at Portland; No. 3 
Michigan State over No. 14 
North Dakota State at Buf-
falo; No. 1 Michigan over 
No. 16 Howard, also in Buf-
falo; and No. 3 Illinois over 
No. 14 Penn and former 
Iowa coach Fran McCaffery 
in Greenville.

In addition to Purdue 
over Queens, I’ll take No. 
9 Iowa over No. 8 Clemson 
in Tampa, and No. 7 UCLA 
over No. 10 Central Florida 
in Philadelphia tonight.

 Kenny Thompson is the 
former sports editor for the 
Lafayette Journal & Courier 
and an award-winning jour-
nalist. He has covered Purdue 
athletics for many years.
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Braden Smith was averaging 14 points, 9.1 assists and 3.6 rebounds a game entering the NCAA 
Tournament.


