
Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Say Hello to Mr. Perfect!!  
Brutus is a 1 year old male 
Shepherd available for adoption 
from The Animal Welfare 
League of Montgomery County 
(AWL) since 9/17/25. Brutus is 
cat, dog, and kid friendly.  He’s 
perfect!!!  Brutus loves going 
out for walks, frolicking in a 
fenced yard, and will gladly 
sit for treats. Brutus is looking 
for his best friend. Could that 
be you? Brutus is available 
for adoption, to foster, or just 
simply going out for walks. 
AWL is open Monday-Friday 
from 12:15-5p and Saturdays 
from 12-3p. Come snuggle cats 
in a community cat room, walk 
dogs, or lend a helping hand!

Galatians 2:20 (NIV)
“I have been crucified with 

Christ and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I live 
in the body, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me”.

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE

	▪AWL BANDIT

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Death, taxes and childbirth! 
There’s never any convenient 
time for any of them.”

Margaret Mitchell

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY
How do accountants manage 

their money? 
They act their wage.

The Annual Meeting of the 
Crawfordsville | Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce 
will be held during Connections 
& Conversations May 6 begin-
ning at 8 a.m. on the third floor 
of Fusion 54 (101 W. Main St.) 
in beautiful downtown Craw-
fordsville. The 2025–26 Cham-
ber Nominating Committee has 
announced the proposed slate 
of candidates to serve on the 
Board of Directors, effective 
June 1, 2026. The slate can be 
found at the Chamber’s website.

T-minus 5 days and counting 
to the Big Tax Day! Ever won-
der why we continue to put up 
with politicans who spend more 
than our grandchildren can re-
pay? Maybe instead of chucking 
the tea in the Harbor, we should 
chuck them?

BOOMER BITS...Tips and Advice from Boomers to Boomers

Dear Rusty: My last 
Social Security payment 
decreased by about $400, 
so I went to my online 
SS account and found 
a November 2025 let-
ter explaining that my 
2024 tax return showed 
a greatly enlarged AGI 
(Adjusted Gross Income). 
Thus, SSA decided to 
withdraw monies, as of 
Jan 2026, from my bank 
account because I’d owed 
far more monies to them!  
The letter itemized my 
greatly diminished 2026 
SSA monthly payment, 
explaining should my next 
tax return show a regu-
lar AGI, then SSA would 
return my SS income to 
regular amounts (and 
return every prior month’s 
deficits?). Said letter also 
mentioned an optional re-
course, that of compiling 
an “Appeal” to regain my 
ongoing decreased in-
come!  The extra amounts 
now withdrawn for Medi-
care Parts A and D alone 
are outrageously high.  
I’m a retired senior citizen 
on a fixed income. 

According to SSA, my 

having sold a piece of land 
in 2024 allows SSA to 
decrease my SS income!  
Has this become a com-
mon practice against USA 
(senior) citizens? Thank 
you in advance for your 
input!  

Signed: Feeling 
Wronged 

Dear Feeling 
Wronged: From what 
you have shared, it ap-
pears that your SS benefit 
amount has been affected 
by a provision known as 
“IRMAA” (Income-Relat-
ed Monthly Adjustment 
Amount).  IRMAA isn’t 
really a Social Security 

issue, rather it is a Medi-
care premium thing.  But 
when IRMAA applies, it 
reduces your net Social 
Security payment because 
Medicare premiums are 
automatically taken from 
your Social Security ben-
efit, thus making your net 
SS payment less. If you 
look at your gross Social 
Security payment (at your 
online “my Social Security” 
account) you will see that 
your gross SS payment 
did not change, but your 
Medicare premium did, 
thus affecting your net SS 
payment. 

(StatePoint) 
Spring is the perfect time 

for a home refresh! While 
dusting the ceiling fan and 
scrubbing the tub are likely 
already on your to-do list, 
the most essential task 
of all may not be on your 
radar: cleaning and testing 
your smoke and carbon 
monoxide (CO) alarms. A 
fresh home is great, but 
a safe one is even better. 
Did you know that working 
smoke alarms in the home 
doubles your chances of 
safely escaping a house 
fire? That’s according to the 
National Fire Protection 
Association. This spring, 
Kidde, a pioneer in early 

smoke detection for over 
100 years, is highlighting 
the importance of keeping 
your smoke and CO alarms 
up to date. Here’s what 
they want you to know:

• Install devices 
throughout the house, 
on every level including 
the living room, kitchen, 
bedrooms, hallways, 
basement and garage. It’s 
also a good idea to keep 
fire extinguishers in the 
kitchen, basement, laundry 
room and garage.

• Smoke and CO devices 
aren’t just plastic boxes – 
they’re sophisticated mini-
computers. Their sensors 
and circuits constantly 

analyze air particles, and 
like any computer, dust 
and neglect can inhibit 
their functionality. Clean 
your alarms this spring, 
and regularly after that, to 
help prevent false alarms. 
Use compressed air or a 
vacuum cleaner with a soft 
brush to clean the vents, 
and then wipe the device 
with a dry microfiber cloth.

• Smoke and CO alarms 
are electronic devices 
with sensors and circuits 
that wear out over time. 
It’s recommended to 
replace them every 5 
to 10 years depending 

ASK 
RUSTY

Social Security Advisor

See Smoke Page 4

See Rusty Page 3

Prioritize Smoke, Carbon Monoxide 
Alarms During Spring House Cleaning

Help! My Monthly Payment is Less

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.The Salvation Army Indiana Division has received a $3,000,000 matching 
grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. through its Capital Project Initiative for 
Residential Youth Camps. The Salvation Army has launched the Transforming 

Lives Initiative to raise the $3,000,000 needed to receive the full matching grant. 
The grant is one of 40 implementation grants being awarded through phase 3 of the 
Lilly Endowment initiative, which aims to help Indiana residential youth camps im-
prove the overall camp experience and outcomes for youth through new, enhanced, 
and expanded facilities integral to quality youth camp programming. The latest 
grants, which were competitive, are providing partial support for large-scale capital 
projects.

2. USDA’s Research, Education, and Economics Under Secretary Dr. Scott 
Hutchins announced the launch of the USDA National Proving Grounds 
Network for AgTech (NPG-Ag), a nationwide initiative designed to rigorously 

evaluate agricultural technologies under real-world U.S. farming and ranching con-
ditions. The initiative has been designed to thoroughly test and validate both existing 
and emerging tools under real-world production conditions, ultimately providing 
farmers and ranchers with trusted, practical insights that they can rely upon when 
making technology-investment decisions. American farmers and ranchers are facing 
real pressures, and they need confidence that new technologies will deliver tangible 
value on the ground — whether through lower input costs, reduced labor demands, 
or greater overall efficiency. The NPG‑Ag delivers a targeted solution to this agricul-
tural challenge, meeting today’s demands and preparing for tomorrow’s needs.

3. New data from Compare the Market reveals the leading causes of death 
across all 50 states, ranked by deaths per 100,000 residents, highlighting 
geographic divides in Americans’ health risks. Using the latest mortality data, 

the study ranks the top 10 causes of death in Indiana. Heart and vascular diseases 
cause 1,004.34 deaths per 100,000, cancer is second at 419.48 per 100,000 people 
and accidents were third at 251.06. This mirrors the U.S., except the national num-
bers are a little lower. Heart is at 920.07, cancer at 373.07 and accidents at 237.18. 
Want to see the whole report? Go to  https://www.comparethemarket.com.au/
health-insurance/features/leading-causes-of-death/

Thank you for 
reading 

The Times!
Have a great 

weekend.

A new Payor Scorecard, 
analyzing data from 70 
Indiana hospitals, shows 
hospitals delivered more 
than $717 million in care in 
2025 that went unpaid as 
insurers delayed or denied 
payments—while continu-
ing to raise premiums and 
out-of-pocket costs for 
Hoosiers.

The Indiana Hospital As-
sociation (IHA) estimates 
that if all Indiana hospi-
tals were included in the 
dataset, total unpaid care 
would exceed $1.6 billion 
statewide. The findings 
reveal a widening gap be-
tween what insurers collect 
from patients and employ-
ers, and what hospitals are 
ultimately paid for care 
delivered.

“Hoosiers are paying 
more every year for health 
insurance, so the question 
is simple: where is that 
money going?” said IHA 
President Scott B. Tittle. 
“Insurers are shifting more 
costs onto patients through 
higher premiums, deduct-
ibles, and coinsurance, 
while also delaying and 
denying payments they 
already agreed to make to 
hospitals. That combina-
tion creates real barriers to 
care and financial stress for 
Hoosier families and our 
health care system.”

What the data shows
 The Payor Scorecard 

analyzes hospital and phy-
sician billing and payment 
data to show how insurer 
practices affect patients 
and providers after care 
has been delivered, high-
lighting payment trends, 
denial patterns, and insur-
er behavior that threaten 
patient access and hospital 
sustainability. Produced 
by Kodiak Solutions, the 
scorecard uses Kodiak’s 
advanced revenue cycle 
analytics and national 
benchmarking database—
covering more than 2,300 
hospitals—to compare 
payor performance across 
plans over time in Indiana 
and nationwide.

Key findings for Indiana 
in 2025:

$717 million in lost hos-
pital revenue due to claim 
denials and bad debt write-
offs—money hospitals 
were contractually owed 
for covered care but never 
received.

Nearly 13% of dollars 
billed to insurers were 
initially denied, represent-
ing $4.7 billion in delayed 
payments to hospitals.

According to Kodiak, 
more than 80% of those 
denials were ultimately 
overturned, but hospitals 
still had to spend signifi-
cant time and money re-

Hospitals: 
Hoosiers Face 
Rising Costs; 
Hospitals Left 
Unpaid 

See Hospitals Page 3
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3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 
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Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Do You Recognize These Twins Who 
Graduated from Coal Creek in 1966?

HINT: 
Their last name is very familiar in the 
Wingate and New Richmond neighborhood, 
and has been for many years!

RECOGNIZE ME?
Flashback Trivia with Butch Dale

OBITUARY
Charles Rushing

January 16, 1940- April 7, 2026

Mitchell Family Says Thank You

BIRTH

Franciscan Health Hosting Stroke Camp in May

Crawfordsville 
Mayor Todd Barton 
has scheduled his 
monthly Community 
Forum for Wednes-
day, April 29 from 
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 
a.m. at his office, 300 
E. Pike St.

This will be Bar-
ton’s 154th such 
event since taking 
office. Holding a 
monthly community 
forum was something 
Barton pledged to do 
during his campaign 
and he has continued 
to do so every month 
– except during the 
COVID pandemic.

This event is de-

signed to allow the 
public to come ask 
questions, discuss 
concerns, interact 
with the mayor and 
learn more about 
anything regarding 
the city.

Mayor’s Forum 
to be held April 29

By Andy Chandler
As the United States 

of America celebrates 
its 250th year as a 
country this summer, 
the subject of history 
is naturally at the fore-
front. Aside from the 
culture wars; what will 
and will not be taught, 
and if what we teach 
should be used to 
solicit pride or shame, 
comes a question 
rarely asked: Who’s 
preserving it all?  

That is a question 
that State Represen-
tative Tim Yocum 
(R-District 42) wished 
to find the answer for 
recently. Yocum is 
from Helt Township 
in Vermillion County, 
site of the Ernie Pyle 
Birthplace and World 
War II Museum.  

The museum has 
been through some-
what of a historical 
odyssey itself. From 
1975 to 2009, the mu-
seum was owned and 
operated by the State 
of Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources. 
After closing in 2009, 
it was reopened under 
non-profit ownership, 
the Friends of Ernie 
Pyle, and has been 
operated by them ever 
since.  

During the 2009 
closing, many of the 
artifacts were taken 
by the State to Indi-
anapolis. Being that 
Pyle is a native son of 
the township, Yocum 
asked for permission 
to see the artifacts, 
and their current state 
of preservation.  

A former county 
commissioner, the 
now state represen-
tative stated, “Being 
an official at the state 
level, I felt I could 
get some action on 
it. Preserving history 
is one of my biggest 
passions.” 

He recently was in-
vited to tour the Indi-
ana History Museum, 
and invited Friends 
of Ernie Pyle Board 
President Steve Key, 
and me along to meet 
the head curator, Dr. 
Susannah Koerber.  

We were led to the 
lab and storage area. 
It is a temperature and 
light controlled area 
of historical timepiec-
es as well as a lab for 
restoration resembling 
a college science lab-
oratory. Cameras and 
wires run overhead.  

 We were shown 
Ernie Pyle’s corre-

spondent uniform, and 
several other pieces 
of clothing Pyle wore. 
“We arrange them by 
texture and fabric in 
order to preserve them 
in the same manner 
because clothing needs 
different levels,” said 
Dr. Koerber.  

One of the items 
mentioned in Pyle’s 
column, which is 
known to be in the 
State’s collection, 
was the suit coat that 
Pyle wore to see First 
Lady and columnist 
Eleanor Roosevelt at 
the White House in 
1943. Sure enough, the 
suit still has the same 
holes in the elbows 
that Pyle described in 

his column about the 
meeting.  

In addition to items 
such as Pyle’s hats 
and typewriter bag, 
the curator has many 
other non-Pyle items 
to show. On the next 
table was a flag. It has 
a connection to a dark 
period of our history: 
it was a flag that was 
hanging from a nearby 
box at Ford’s Theatre 
the night President 
Lincoln was shot. It 
was interesting to note 
the somber reverence, 
yet child-like enthusi-
asm Mr. Key and Rep. 
Yocum displayed when 
shown both the Pyle 
artifacts and the Ford’s 
Theatre flag.  

Overall, Mr. Key 
and Rep. Yocum were 
pleased and impressed 
with the efforts at 
preservation and res-
toration, and so, there 
will be more visits to 
the State Museum in 
the future.  

As we are approach-
ing the 250th anniver-
sary of our nation and 
with the bicentennial 
of the state, ten years 
past, the people of 
Indiana should be 
proud that their heri-
tage and legacy in the 
form of these objects 
and objects like them 
are being preserved 
in such a meticulous 
manner.

Preserving History, One Piece at a Time

Photos courtesy Andy Chandler
From left, State Rep. Tim Yocum, head curator, Dr. Susannah Koerber and Friends of 
Ernie Pyle Board President Steve Key.

The patch Pyle and other war correspondents wore.

From left, Steve Key, Tim Yocum and Dr. Susannah Koerber.

A baby boy, Kai-
sen Wayne Andrew 
Addler came into the 
world April 8, 2026 
at Witham Health 
Services in Lebanon. 
Kaisen weigh an even 
seven pounds. His 
parents are Kaden 
and Jennifer Addler 
of Waynetown and 
this is their first child.

Maternal grand-
parents are Chuck 
and Judy Waddell of 
Waynetown. Pater-
nal grandparents are 
Jason Addler Sr., 

Waynetown, de-
ceased, and Kristie 
Garman of Cromwell.

Maternal 
great-grandparents 
are Larry and Joyce 
Harrell of Indianap-
olis and Thomas and 
Gladys Waddell of In-
dianapolis. Paternal 
great-grandparents 
are Kandy Dopkow-
ski, deceased; James 
Covey, deceased; 
Richard Schmidt of 
Romeoville, Ill. And 
Sandra Covey of Win-
gate, N.C.

Kaisen Andrew Addler

Charles Rushing of Crawfords-
ville, Indiana passed away 
Tuesday evening at Hendricks 
Regional Health in Danville. 
He was 86 years old. Charlie 
was born January 16, 1940 
to John and Viola Rushing in 
Vigo County, Indiana. He mar-
ried his late wife, June Rush-
ing, on March 6, 1971 in Craw-
fordsville. He is survived by his 
four sons: J. Bradley Rushing 
(Katherine) of Lafayette, David 
Rushing (Heidi) of Woodbury,
Minnesota, C. Kent Rushing 
(Amber) of Lebanon, and Dan-
iel Rushing (Heather) of Plain-
field. He is also survived by 
his 5 grandchildren: Matthew 
Rushing of Martinsville, Kate 
Rushing of Plainfield, Calvin 
Rushing of Plainfield, Haylee 
Rushing of Woodbury, Minne-
sota, and Hannah Rushing of 
Woodbury, Minnesota.
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, step-mother, 
Mary Musson Rushing, wife, 
and his siblings, William “Bill” 

Rushing, Lois Ruark, Johanna 
Phares, and Glenn Rushing. 
At the beginning of his career, 
Charlie proudly served his 
country as a member of The 
United States Airforce from 
1958-1962. While in the ser-
vice, he spent 2 years in Japan. 
Following this, he worked at 
R.R. Donnelly for 41 years 
until his retirement. He was a 
member of Harvest Fellowship 
Church where he delighted in 
serving the Lord.
He enjoyed spending time with 
his family, Tuesday breakfasts 
with his friends, biannual 
trips to Hilton Head Island, 
woodworking, and serving his 
community. Charlie will be re-
membered by those who loved 
him as a kind and hardworking 
man who was full of life. He 
taught the people around him 
many valuable lessons, but 
mainly that the joy of helping 
others has no price, and that 
great fulfillment can come from 
selflessness. His presence will 

be deeply missed but remem-
bered forever for the uncond-
tional love and light he brought 
into the lives of others.
Visitation will be held at 
Burkhart Funeral Home in 
Crawfordsville on Friday, April 
10th, from 3 - 5 pm. A service 
will be held the following day, 
Saturday, April 11th at 10 am 
at Harvest Fellowship Church 
in Crawfordsville, followed by 
interment at Indian Creek Hill 
Cemetery in New Market.
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F.C. Tucker West 
Central is proud to 
recognize its January 
2026 Agents of the 
Month, Cody Laster 
as the Sales Agent of 
the Month and Steve 
Collisi as the Listing 
Agent of the Month. 
Their dedication, hard 
work and commitment 
to serving their clients 
and community contin-
ue to set them apart.

Cody Laster has 
been named Sales 
Agent of the Month 
for his outstanding 
work helping buyers 
and sellers achieve 
their real estate goals. 
A lifelong resident of 
Montgomery County 
and a 2019 Southmont 
High School graduate, 
Cody brings a strong 
foundation in customer 
service, communica-
tion, and leadership to 
his real estate career.

Before entering real 
estate, Cody gained 
valuable experience 
working in multiple 
roles at Walmart, 
where he developed a 
deep understanding 
of people and service. 

He later pursued real 
estate full time, quickly 
establishing himself as 
a rising professional in 
the industry. Cody has 
earned recognition as a 
Rising Star within F.C. 
Tucker, a Top 25 Affili-
ate, and a Denver-Hutt 
Rising Star for Out-
standing Service. He 
has also been elected 
Treasurer of the Mont-
gomery County Board 
of Realtors three times 
and now serves as Vice 
Chair.

Cody is actively 
involved in his com-
munity, volunteering 
regularly through his 
church and supporting 
organizations such as 
Trinity Mission and 
Pam’s Promise during 
Realtor Action Day 
and Realtor Week of 
Service. A dedicated 
family man, he enjoys 
spending time with his 
wife and family, as well 
as fishing and golfing 
in his free time.

Steve Collisi has 
been named Listing 
Agent of the Month for 
his exceptional work 
representing sellers 

throughout Parke, 
Putnam, and Mont-
gomery Counties. Steve 
is known for his pro-
fessionalism, attention 
to detail, and strong 
commitment to help-
ing clients successfully 
navigate the selling 
process.

Before transitioning 
into real estate, Steve 
owned and operated 
his own business for 
more than 33 years 
and also served as a 

police officer. These 
experiences shaped his 
strong work ethic and 
dedication to serving 
others, which continue 
to guide his approach 
in real estate.

Steve is actively in-
volved in the commu-
nity as a member of the 
Parke County Property 
Tax Assessment Board 
of Appeals and the 
Rockville Rotary Club. 
As a member of the 
F.C. Tucker West Cen-

tral team, he is known 
for building lasting 
relationships and 
helping clients make 
confident decisions. 
He understands that a 
home is more than just 
a place. It is where life 
happens.

Steve lives in Mar-
shall, Indiana with 
his wife, Leanna, and 
values time spent 
with family. Whether 
working with buyers or 
sellers, he is commit-

ted to understanding 
his clients’ goals and 
delivering results.

“Cody and Steve ex-
emplify the level of ser-
vice, professionalism 
and market expertise 
that make our office 
stand out,” said John 
Downey, co-owner at 
F.C. Tucker West Cen-
tral. “Their dedication 
to their clients and our 
community is some-
thing we are proud to 
recognize.”

Cody Laster, Steve Collisi Honored as Agents of the Month

RUSTY
Continued from Page 1

IRMAA, essential-
ly, makes Medicare 
a “means tested” 
program, where 
those with a higher 
AGI can pay a higher 
Medicare Part B (and 
Part D) premium. 
However, IRMAA is 
usually based on AGI 
from two years prior 
to the current year 
(because your current 
AGI information isn’t 
available from the IRS 
when Medicare premi-
ums are determined 
in October of each 
year).  FYI, you may 
have received a notice 
in the mail in early 
December telling you 
what your 2026 Social 
Security and Medi-
care amounts would 
be.  In a nutshell, the 
land you sold in 2024 
apparently increased 
your AGI to exceed 
the base IRMAA 
thresholds (which are 
$109,000 if you file 
your taxes as a single, 
or $218,000 if you 
file your income tax 
as “married/jointly”).  
And the IRMAA sup-
plements are “progres-
sive” (higher if your 
AGI is more), so if 
your Medicare premi-
ums went up by about 
$400 (about twice 
the 2026 standard 
premium) it’s likely 
that your 2024 AGI 
was over $137,000 if 
you filed as a single 
(or over $274,000 if 

you filed as “married/
jointly). FYI, you can 
see the 2026 IRMAA 
brackets/premium 
amounts at this link:  
www.ssa.gov/bene-
fits/medicare/medi-
care-premiums.html    

A couple of addition-
al points:  

• Your Medicare 
premiums will, in-
deed, revert to the 
standard amounts for 
2027, if your 2025 AGI 
amount is under the 
IRMAA threshold for 
your tax filing status. 

• There is no premi-
um for Medicare Part 
A (which is coverage 
for inpatient hospital-
ization care) because 
you are receiving 
Social Security bene-
fits.  However, there 
is a premium for Part 
B of Medicare (which 
is coverage for outpa-
tient medical services), 
and you must also sep-
arately pay a premium 
for Part D (which is 
coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs offered by 
private insurers). And 
these IRMAA supple-
ments apply even if 
you have a Medicare 
Advantage plan from a 
private insurer. 

Unfortunately, your 
only “recourse” is, 
as SSA suggested, to 
appeal the IRMAA 
supplement, but that 
is usually successful 
only if you can prove 
you had a “life chang-

ing event” which 
caused (or will cause) 
your AGI to be less 
than that used to de-
termine your IRMAA 
surcharge.  Your best 
option at this point 
will likely be to ap-
peal using a “Request 
for Reconsideration” 
(Form SSA-561) 
asking that your 2026 
Medicare premium 
be based on a recent 
year’s (e.g., 2025) low-
er income.    

Finally, IRMAA isn’t 
really a new thing – it 
was enacted in 2003, 
effective in 2007.  But 
it does have a pro-
found effect on many 
seniors, as I explained 
in this article I re-
cently published on 
the topic: https://
amacfoundation.org/
irmaa-a-medicare-sur-
prise/ 

This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. Russell Gloor 
is the, National Social 
Security Advisor at the 
AMAC Foundation, the 
non-profit arm of the 
Association of Mature 
American Citizens. To 
submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry) or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org.

HOSPITALS
Continued from Page 1

submitting and appeal-
ing claims to receive 
payment.

More than one-third 
of denials—totaling 
$1.8 billion—were 
driven by requests for 
additional informa-
tion, even when care 
was appropriate and 
properly delivered.

On average, hospi-
tals waited 46 days to 
receive payment from 
insurers after care was 
delivered. Nearly 30% 
of insurer payments 
were delayed more 
than 90 days. 

Commercial insurers 
took three times longer 
to pay for care than 
traditional Medicare, 
straining hospital cash 
flow.

Medicare Advantage 
plans denied payments 
at roughly three times 
the rate of traditional 
Medicare, demonstrat-
ing a clear trend in 
insurer behavior.

In 2025 alone, In-
diana hospitals spent 
over $400 million 
pursuing payments 
insurers owed for care 
already delivered.

Commercial insurers 
are shifting a larger 
share of costs onto 
Hoosier patients and 
providers while re-
ducing what insurers 
ultimately pay. 

In 2025, nearly 
25% of the allowable 
amount on commercial 
claims—the maximum 
amount a health in-
surance company will 
pay for a covered ser-
vice—was attributed to 
patient responsibility, 
exceeding the national 
average.

When patients are 
unable to cover those 
growing out-of-pocket 
costs, Indiana hospi-

tals are left absorbing 
the cost of care provid-
ed but are never fully 
reimbursed. This leads 
to significant increases 
in bad debt. In fact, 
bad debt for Indiana 
hospitals rose nearly 
$270 million from 
2024 to 2025.

“What we’re seeing 
in Indiana mirrors 
national trends—high-
er denial rates, longer 
payment delays, and 
more administrative 
barriers after care has 
been delivered,” said 
Matt Szaflarski, vice 
president of revenue 
cycle intelligence at 
Kodiak Solutions. 
“The data shows these 
practices aren’t isolat-
ed incidents. They’re 
becoming standard op-
erating behavior across 
many commercial and 
Medicare Advantage 
plans, creating down-
stream impacts for 
patients and providers 
alike.”

 Hospital prices 
decline as patient costs 
rise

 The Scorecard 
findings come at a time 
when Indiana hospi-
tals have reduced pric-
es. In 2024, all five of 
Indiana’s largest hos-
pital systems lowered 
prices, according to a 
State-commissioned 
study, and national 
rankings show Indiana 
hospitals continue to 
make care more af-
fordable for Hoosiers.

 Despite these 
declines in hospital 
prices, patients are 
facing higher insur-
ance premiums and 
rising out-of-pocket 
costs. Employer-spon-
sored health insurance 
premiums continue 
to rise in Indiana and 

nationally, affecting 
individuals, families, 
and employers across 
the state.

 The impact on Hoo-
siers

As insurance compa-
nies raise premiums, 
deductibles, and coin-
surance, they are pay-
ing less while Hoosier 
patients pay more.

That results in:
Financial stress for 

families facing higher 
out-of-pocket costs

Delays in care as 
claims are denied, dis-
puted, or reprocessed

A growing burden of 
unpaid care absorbed 
by hospitals—costs 
that ripple through 
the entire health care 
system and raise costs 
for all Hoosiers

“In simple terms, 
insurers are collecting 
premiums but not re-
liably paying for care,” 
said Tittle. “This is the 
hidden cost of insur-
ance—more paper-
work, more waiting, 
and more financial 
uncertainty for Hoo-
sier families.”

Holding insurers 
accountable

IHA is releasing the 
Scorecard as part of its 
Access Denied effort to 
expose harmful insurer 
practices and elevate 
patient voices. Hoo-
siers can share how 
insurer practices delay 
or deny care—and urge 
policymakers to take 
action.

To learn more or 
share your story, visit 
AccessDeniedIN.org.

“If we want to lower 
health care costs and 
protect access to care, 
insurers must be held 
accountable for the 
promises they make,” 
said Tittle.

Cody Laster Steve Collisi
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Have a great 
weekend!  
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114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584(765) 364-0584
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$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/26

Braden Smith may not 
have repeated as the Big 
Ten Conference Player of 
the Year or become the first 
two-time winner of the Bob 
Cousy Award as the nation’s 
best point guard. However, 
the Indiana Mr. Basket-
ball from Westfield did 
claim consensus first-team 
All-America honors.

After earning first-team 
All-America citations from 
the United States Basket-
ball Writers Association 
and National Association 
of Basketball Coaches, 
Smith becomes Purdue’s 
30th consensus first-team 
All-America selection, the 
second most in NCAA his-
tory.

Smith also was select-
ed to the Wooden Award 
All-America first team. He’ll 
be honored alongside Pur-
due coach Matt Painter, this 
year’s “Legends of Coach-
ing” Award winner, at the 
50th Anniversary Wooden 
Award Weekend on Friday 
at the Los Angeles Athletic 
Club.

Smith joins Terry 
Dischinger (1961, 1962), 
Rick Mount (1969, 1970) 
and Zach Edey (2023-2024) 
as two-time first-team con-
sensus All-American Boiler-
makers.

Smith is joined on the 
consensus All-America first 
team by Arkansas’ Darius 
Acuff Jr., Duke’s Cameron 
Boozer, BYU’s A.J. Dybant-
sa and Michigan’s Yaxel 
Lendeborg.

Not since Duke from 1999 
to 2002 has a school had a 
player earn consensus first-
team All-America honors 
in four straight seasons. 
Smith’s honor gives Purdue 
five consecutive years of 
having a player earn at least 
one first-team award. That 

feat hadn’t been accom-
plished since UCLA from 
1971 to 1979.

Smith paced the nation 
with 345 assists on his way 
to becoming the NCAA’s 
career leader with 1,103. 
Despite Smith leading the 
nation, this year’s Cousy 
Award went to Acuff.

Smith also played a major 
role in helping Purdue set 
an NCAA single-season 
record with a 2.19 as-
sist-to-turnover ratio (764 
assists / 349 turnovers).

The best point guard in 
Purdue history also departs 
with 1,932 career points 
and 673 rebounds. No other 
player in NCAA history has 
at least 1,500 points, 1,000 
assists and 500 rebounds.

Smith also became the 
NCAA leader in career min-
utes played by a four-year 
player with 5,067 minutes.

He leaves Purdue with 
school records for games 
played (149) and started 
(149). Smith’s 1,932 points 
rank eighth in school his-
tory.

“I’m glad I was able to 
get the opportunity to even 
come to Purdue, because it 
was kind of a last-minute 
thing,” Smith said. “I’m not 
even really supposed to be 
here, so for me just to be in 
a position and have an op-
portunity to play alongside 
people who enjoy the game 
just as much as I do and 
just want to win. I think it 
just makes it a no-brainer 
to not want to be a part of 
something like that.”

Fletcher Loyer, who also 
played and started all 149 
games of his Purdue career, 
finishes 11th in school histo-
ry with 1,829 points. Loyer 
also departs with a school 
record of 309, 3-pointers.

“I think just the decision 

to come to Purdue obvious-
ly is going to turn out to be 
the best decision I’ve ever 
made to come play with 
these guys, to come play for 
Coach Painter and to attend 
Purdue University,” Loyer 
said. “It’s a special place, 
and I’m glad I did it.

“I learned so much with 
these guys. I’ve seen Braden 
have bad games. I’ve seen 
him have bad weeks, have 
bad days, but I’ve seen Trey 
have bad weeks, bad days, 
but every single day they 
showed up with a smile on 
their face, ready to work 
hard, ready to push me to 
be my best and push the 
rest of the guys on our team 
to be their best.”

Trey Kaufman-Renn, a 
three-year starter, finish-
es his Purdue career with 
1,655 points. That total 
ranks 19th in school history. 
Kaufman-Renn’s 762 career 
rebounds are 11th in school 
history.

“Being able to get a great 
education, being able to 
play winning basketball 
… as a 19-, 20-, 21-, 22-, 
23-year-old, that’s all you 
can ask for,” Kaufman-
Renn said.

The trio became the 
winningest senior class in 
Boilermaker history, going 
117-32 with two regular 
season Big Ten titles and 
two Big Ten Tournament 
championships.

Painter paid tribute to 
Smith, Loyer and Kaufman-
Renn before taking ques-
tions following Purdue’s 
79-64 loss to top-seeded Ar-
izona in the West Regional 
final.

“Really proud of these 

three guys sitting right here 
and everything they’ve done 
for our program,” Painter 
said. “Really set a standard 
of how to go about their 
business. It’s going to be 
hard to emulate that.

“You know, they showed 
up every day and worked. 
That’s what you want. 
All three of them will get 
their degrees from Purdue 
University, which means 
something.

“You can have it all. When 
you have the character that 
these guys have and the 
skill that these guys have, 
you can have it all. You can 
get a great education. You 
can treat people right. You 
can have a great basketball 
career. You can become a 
pro. I think these guys are 
great role models for young 
people out there to under-
stand the big picture of 
things.

“The standard they set 
for our program, it’s going 
to be tough to match. But 
that’s what we’re going to 
try to find. We’re going to 
try to find guys like this that 
have character, that are 
wired to be successful.”

Painter hopes he has 
found the successors to 
Smith, Loyer and Kaufman-
Renn with the No. 1 ranked 
recruiting class according to 
247 Sports.

Luke Ertel of Class 3A 
state champion Mt. Vernon 
is a heavy favorite to win 
Indiana Mr. Basketball like 
Smith. Ertel is ranked 41st 
nationally by 247 Sports, 
the second-highest ranked 
recruit in the Painter era 
behind future All-American 
Caleb Swanigan. Swanigan 

was ranked 33rd coming 
out of Homestead and was 
voted Indiana Mr. Basket-
ball in 2015.

Jacob Webber of LaLu-
miere is a highly regarded 
shooter much like Loyer. 
The 6-6 small forward is 
ranked 64th in the country 
and fourth in the Painter 
era behind Kaufman-Renn.

Sinan Huan continues 
Purdue’s two-decade run 
of 7-footers. The Chinese 
native and standout at 
Georgetown Prepatory in 
Rockville, Md., is ranked 
83rd in the Class of 2026.

Caden Pierce, the young-
er brother of Colts wide 
receiver Alec Pierce, could 
step into Kaufman-Renn’s 
power forward role. The 
former Ivy League Player 
of the Year from Princeton 
committed to Purdue over 
national runner-up Con-
necticut.

Webber’s LaLumiere 
teammate, 6-8 power for-
ward Rivers Knight, is the 
lone Boilermaker incoming 
freshman ranked outside 
the 247 Sports Top 100. 
The three-star recruit is 
211th overall.

The final member of the 
class won’t arrive in West 
Lafayette until after his 
two-year Mormon mis-
sion. Jamyn Sondrup, a 
6-9, 225-pound center, is 
a four-star recruit out of 
Springville, Utah.

 
Kenny Thompson is the 

former sports editor for the 
Lafayette Journal & Courier 
and an award-winning jour-
nalist. He has covered Purdue 
athletics for many years.

SPORTS, 
SPORTS, & 

MORE SPORTS
with Ken Thompson

Trio Leave Huge Shoes to Fill for Purdue Basketball

Photos courtesy Purdue Athletics
Braden Smith

Trey Kaufman-Renn Fletcher Loyer

You can determine 
whether it’s time to 
replace or upgrade 
your alarms by 
looking at the 
manufacturing date. 
Be sure to opt for 
self-testing devices 
that help ensure the 
alarms are operating 
as expected, like 
the Kidde Smoke 
Alarm, 10-Year 
Battery Powered 

or the Combo 
Smoke CO Alarm, 
10-Year Battery 
Powered, which 
last a full decade. 
Kidde’s Detect 
line of devices 
offer revolutionary 
technology that 
provides fast, precise 
smoke detection, 
giving individuals 
and families more 
time to react and 

get to safety. The 
line also prioritizes 
enhanced sensing 
technology, which 
helps to reduce 
those nuisance 
alarms that can 
lead to consumers 
disabling their 
devices.

Remember, a self-
testing device is not 
a substitute for a 
manual push test. 

No matter what style 
devices you have in 
your home, be sure 
to take time this 
spring to manually 
test them, and then 
monthly after that.

More information 
about fire and CO 
safety can be found 
by visiting https://
www.kidde.com.

“A happy, healthy 
home starts with 

safety. Make sure 
your fire and carbon 
monoxide detectors 
are part of your 
seasonal refresh 
routine: clean them, 
test them, and 
replace any units 
that have reached 
their limit,” says Isis 
Wu, president of 
Global Residential 
Fire & Safety at 
Kidde.

SMOKE
Continued from Page 1 RECOGNIZE ME? 

Flashback Trivia with 
Butch Dale

ANSWER: Ladonna Gene and 
Deanna Rene Olin
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With spring in full 
swing and outdoor 
projects underway, 
CenterPoint Energy 
reminds custom-
ers and community 
members that April is 
National Safe Digging 
Month. No matter the 
size of the project, 
always call 811 before 
digging to help protect 
yourself, your neigh-
bors, and underground 
utilities. This includes 
projects like building 
or repairing a fence, 
planting trees, install-
ing a deck, placing a 
mailbox, or laying a 
patio. Customers and 
community members 
should contact 811 at 
least three business 
days (excluding week-
ends and holidays) 
before starting work 
to have underground 
utilities located at no 
cost.

 “No matter the 
project depth or size, 
if you’re in the yard or 
garden, it’s important 
to have underground 
utilities located and 
marked before start-
ing any outdoor home 
improvement project. 
Even shallow digging 
can be a potential 
safety risk if you don’t 
know what is below 
the surface. A hit util-
ity line can result in a 
safety incident or loss 
of utility service.” said 
Gregg Maurer, Vice 
President of Center-
Point’s Indiana Gas 

business. “By taking 
the easy and no-cost 
step to contact 811 
before digging, our 
customers and com-
munity members are 
taking an important 
action in helping keep 
themselves, their loved 
ones and communities 
safe.”

 In 2025, Center-
Point’s buried natural 
gas infrastructure in 
Indiana was dam-
aged over 900 times 
by digging projects. 
About 200 of those 
incidents involved 
projects that did not 
contact 811 to have 
utility lines marked 
before digging. State 
laws require safe dig-
ging practices to help 
prevent damage to un-
derground natural gas, 
electric, communica-
tions, water and sewer 
lines. Digging without 
knowing what’s below 
can lead to serious 
injuries including 
death as well as service 
disruptions, fines and 
costly repairs.

Know what’s below! 
Steps to dig safely

To prevent damage 
and stay safe, Center-
Point urges customers 
to follow these steps 
before starting any 
digging project:

Plan ahead! Con-
tact 811 at least three 
business days before 
starting, no matter the 
project size or depth.

Make the request 

early in the week for 
weekend projects.

Confirm all utility 
lines are marked be-
fore beginning work. .

Adjust plans if need-
ed. Relocate projects 
that are too close to 
marked utility lines.

If using a contrac-
tor, verify they have 
contacted 811 before 
beginning work.

 Smell natural gas? 
Act fast!

If a natural gas line 
is struck outside of a 
home or business, cus-
tomers are reminded 
to do the following:

Leave the area im-
mediately on foot. Do 
not attempt to restart 
or move powered 
equipment or use your 
mobile device or any 
other item that could 
cause a spark.

Go to a safe loca-
tion, then call 911 and 
CenterPoint at 800-
227-1376.

Remain in a safe 
area until directed by 
emergency personnel 
to do otherwise.

Don’t try to repair a 
natural gas leak. Leave 
all repairs to a quali-
fied technician.

Visit 811Befo-
reYouDig.com to 
learn more about the 
process to have un-
derground utility lines 
located and marked. 
For more natural gas 
safety information, 
visit CenterPointEner-
gy.com/Safety.

National Safe Digging Month; 
Contact 811 Before You Dig!

Yes, beginning this 
article with a question 
– what did you do with 
… your grandparents? 

I absolutely adored 
my 4’10”, close to 300 
pound maternal grand-
mother (Sarah “Hazel” 
Morgan Smith – great 
snuggling lap)).  Every-
one loved her and one 
of the things we did 
together was decorate 
the relatives’ graves.  
She always told me 
about those “we visit-
ed.”  Selling embossed 
stationery was some-
thing she did so I’d 
received some from her 
a few times with my 
name and address at 
the top.  I was thrilled 
– stationery honoring 
me!  Another item I 
distinctly remember is 
when her last brother 
Stanley passed away 
when I was five.  She 
would not let go of me 
and cried and cried all 
over me but Mom told 
me if I could soothe 
her in her sorrow to 
just suck it up and be 
with her.  I was happy 
to do it and as I get 
older, I see that I had a 
real plus being the only 
granddaughter (both 
sides)! 

So my maternal 
grandfather was 
Leland “Carl” Smith 
and he was the total 
opposite of my grand-
mother, guessing 
about 6’ and weighing 
around 155.  Think 
tall and thin!  He was 
a major reader, rarely 
sitting unless he had 
a book - okay, when 
pro wrestling was on, 
he’d (we’d) usually 
just watch that until it 
was off and then back 
to our books.  Kind 
of nifty that his great 
grandfather Simeon 
Smith was one of the 
instigators of the Sen-
aca NY Library.  Pap 
(Carl) took me to the 
library quite a bit.  A 
WWI veteran, he was 
sick for life (shrapnel 
riddled in his legs), but 
he didn’t give up!  He 
wanted to see his three 
grands graduate from 
high school, marry 

and enjoy at least one 
of his great grandchil-
dren – Nikki made him 
so happy!  We have 
wonderful memories of 
both the Smith grands.

Bazzanis up!  Loved 
my Italian grand-
mother who was with 
us (and all of her 
several great grands) 
until she was 82.  Born 
on All “Saints”’ Day 
we giggled about her 
birthday being named 
for her.  We’d talk for 
hours on her front 
porch and loved hear-
ing all the tales (when 
she killed a very large 
black snake wrapping 
itself around her broth-
er and up to his chest 
when she put it to its 
demise by grabbing 
its neck and squeezing 
until finally; and when 
she and my gpa’ elop-
ing; their trip to Amer-
ica; her dad and gpa’s 
sense of humor – she 
definitely had a fun one 
as did my dad and I’m 
sometimes funny too!  
I really could write a 
book of all the fun we 
had with my “Nonna.”

Actually, I’ve writ-
ten quite a bit about 
her but little about 
my “Nonno,” Antonio 
(Tony) Bazzani.  He 
and his two broth-
ers came to America 
when they were very 
young working in the 
coal mines.  At age 30, 
(my grandmother 15) 
he went back to Italy 
to  visit.  So, yep, she 
fell in love with “the 
American,” and he with 
her.  Ready to leave, 
at their reception he, 
her oldest brother and 
two or three guests all 
received an “invita-
tion” to join the Italian 

Army.  He was with 
her brother all the time 
but one day Nonno was 
sent elsewhere and To-
maso was blown up on 
the Piave bridge with 
1000 others.  Intro to 
America - a railroad 
strike and they were 
stuck in the closed-up 
Ellis Island – dark, 
dirty and damp with 
the men on one side 
and women and chil-
dren the other – there 
for two weeks but fi-
nally “back home again 
in Indiana”. Don’t 
really think he was all 
that excited about kids 
but he’d play with the 
boys or hold me for 
maybe 10-15 minutes 
then he’d say Bosta 
(enough) and if we 
didn’t leave him alone, 
he’d let off a stream of 
cuss words (in Italian 
of course).  Okay, I 
seriously could write a 
whole book about all 
my grands, especially 
my Nonna – I’m a good 
baker – she was not 
but worked in a bak-
ery because she could 
speak to the customers 
knowing 8 languages 
but otherwise, I think 
I’m just like her! Now, 
what did you do … with 
your grands?

 For years, Karen 
Zach was the editor of 
Montgomery Memories, 
our monthly magazine 
all about Montgomery 
County. Her column, 
Around the County, 
appeared every Friday 
in The Paper of Mont-
gomery County. Karen 
retired from all that a 
few years ago but sent 
us this gem to share with 
you. You can reach her 
at karen.zach@sbcglob-
al.net.

Karen Zach
Special Guest

Columnist

What Did You Do With . . .

Indiana Secretary of 
State Diego Morales 
is reminding Hoosiers 
that early voting is 
now under way.

 Beginning April 7, 
eligible voters across 
Indiana can take 
advantage of in-per-
son absentee voting at 
designated locations 
in their county. Early 
voting allows Hoosiers 
to avoid long lines, 
accommodate busy 
schedules, and ensure 
their voices are heard.

 “As a naturalized 
citizen and Indiana’s 
Chief Election Officer, 
voting is very personal 
to me. It is one of our 
most fundamental 
rights as Americans. 
Early voting provides 
flexibility for those 
who need it, but 
Election Day remains 
a proud American 

tradition that I will 
always encourage eli-
gible voters to partici-
pate in. Every eligible 
Hoosier should make 
a plan to vote, and if 
you’re able, take part 
in the time-honored 
tradition of voting in 
person on Election 
Day,” said Diego Mo-
rales, Indiana Secre-
tary of State.

 Hoosiers can vote 
early at their county 
election office or other 
satellite locations 
on designated days, 
during designated 
hours. Voters should 
check with their local 
county election office 
for specific times and 
locations. County elec-
tion contacts can be 
found at:

https://indianavot-
ers.in.gov/CountyCon-
tact/Index

 To cast a ballot, vot-
ers must bring a valid 
government-issued 
photo ID. Those who 
are unsure of their 
registration status or 
polling information 
can visit IndianaV-
oters.com to verify 
registration and learn 
more about the voting 
process.

 Early voting will 
continue until noon on 
the day before Election 
Day, May 5.

 Secretary Morales 
encourages all eligi-
ble Hoosiers to make 
a plan to vote and 
take advantage of the 
resources available to 
ensure a smooth vot-
ing experience.

 For more informa-
tion, visit IndianaVot-
ers.com.

Early Voting Under 
Way Across Indiana

The Indiana Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion announces the 
implementation of a 
all-way stop at U.S. 
231 and State Road 
234 located south of 
New Market.

On or after Monday, 
April 13, INDOT traffic 

crews will be installing 
the signage to reflect 
the change from a two-
way stop to an all-way 
stop. The purpose of 
the change is due to 
increased traffic from 
nearby culvert replace-
ments taking place on 
S.R. 47.

Warning signs and 
rumble strips will be 
in place on U.S. 231 to 
advise local drivers of 
the changes coming to 
the area. INDOT en-
courages drivers to be 
aware of the upcoming 
changes and to use 
caution in the area.

4-Way Stop Coming to 
U.S. 231, State Road 234



The Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra 
(ISO) welcomes Music 
Director Jun Märkl 
back to the podium this 
April for two weeks of 
performances at Hilbert 
Circle Theatre, featur-
ing two classical pro-
grams, a spotlight on 
the orchestra’s newest 
principal musicians, 
and immersive audi-
ence experiences. 

Märkl’s return begins 
April 17–18 with French 
Images: Debussy, Ravel 
& Fauré, a program 
celebrating the color, 
elegance, and expres-
sive nuance of French 
music. This concert will 
highlight four of the 
ISO’s newest principal 
musicians, Claire Thai, 
Principal Harp; Juli-
anna Darby, Principal 
Clarinet; Bryson Karrer, 
Principal Second Violin; 
and Jungah Yoon, Prin-
cipal Flute, showcasing 
their artistry in featured 
roles throughout the 
program.

Tickets for all perfor-
mances are available 

now at indianapolis-
symphony.org or by 
calling the ISO Box 
Office at 317-639-4300.

Audiences will expe-
rience a vibrant selec-
tion of works including 
Debussy’s Sacred and 
Profane Dances and 
selections from Imag-
es, Ravel’s virtuosic 
Tzigane, Saint-Saëns’ 
Tarantelle, and Fauré’s 
beloved Pavane.

Enhancing the eve-
ning on Friday, April 
17, guests may also add 
Circle Theatre Tast-
ings: A Taste of France, 
part of the ISO’s new 
pre-concert tasting 
series. This guided wine 
experience invites pa-
trons to explore a curat-
ed selection of French 
varietals inspired by 
the evening’s program, 
French Images, adding 
another layer of flavor 
and atmosphere to the 
concert experience. 
With the purchase of a 
concert ticket, patrons 
may reserve the tasting 
for $30. Reservations 
are available while sup-

plies last.
The week also in-

cludes Into the Music: 
Debussy on April 16 at 
6:30 p.m., a free, pay-
what-you-wish event 
designed to make classi-
cal music more accessi-
ble. Märkl will co-host 
the evening alongside 
Ryan Ahlwardt, offering 
an engaging onstage 

discussion and full 
orchestral performance 
of Debussy’s Images. 
In partnership with 
Newfields, artwork will 
be displayed on screen 
throughout the event, 
visually connecting au-
diences to the music.

Märkl continues 
April 24–25 with Jun 
Märkl Conducts Rach-

maninoff and Dvořák, 
a program filled with 
sweeping melodies and 
vibrant energy. Pianist 
Drew Petersen joins 
the ISO for Rachmani-
noff’s Piano Concerto 
No. 2, one of the most 
beloved works in the 
piano repertoire. The 
program also features 
selections from Bizet’s 

L’Arlésienne Suite No. 
2 and concludes with 
Dvořák’s Symphony No. 
8 and Slavonic Dance, 
Op. 46, No. 8. 

Together, these 
performances showcase 
Märkl’s artistry and the 
ISO’s commitment to 
both musical excellence 
and engaging audience 
experiences.
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The Hoosier Authors Book 
Club enters its 11th year with 
five planned book discussions.

The first meeting will take 
place in the Lew Wallace Car-
riage House at 200 Wallace 
Ave. on April 16 at 7 pm. The 
General Lew Wallace Study 
& Museum’s book club will 
discuss Everything is Tuber-
culosis by John Green. Green 
is the #1 New York Times 
bestselling author of: Looking 
for Alaska, An Abundance of 
Katherines, Paper Towns, The 
Fault in Our Stars, Turtles All 
the Way Down, The Anthro-
pocene Reviewed and, most 
recently, Everything is Tuber-
culosis. A native of Florida, 
John and his family reside in 
Indianapolis.

 Everything Is Tuberculosis 
explores how tuberculosis 
(TB) is a disease of injustice, 
poverty, and global inequity 
revealing the failures of public 
health, the power of personal 
narrative of curable illness, all 
through the lens of a person-
al connection with a patient 

named Henry, highlighting 
that TB’s persistence is a 
reflection of societal choices, 
resource disparities, and the 
stigma that prevents people 
from seeking care.

The title signifies that 
viewing history and the world 
through TB reveals deep-seat-
ed societal failures, high-
lighting that in a just world, 
zero people should die from 
this preventable infection. 
This narrative nonfiction title 
follows the journey of one TB 
patient, Henry, and his life 
and treatment in Sierra Leone 
while simultaneously shed-
ding light on the battle against 
tuberculosis in impoverished 
countries. 

 A limited number of books 
will be available for check-out 
at the Carriage House at the 
General Lew Wallace Study & 
Museum. If you can’t attend 
the discussion in person, you 
can attend by Zoom! Register 
in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/mTlbCj-

5DRgKMLWlhdcx_JA 
After registering, you will 

receive a confirmation email 
containing information about 
joining the meeting.

 Other books that will be 
read by the Hoosier Authors 
Book Club this year include: 
If this isn’t Nice, What Is? 
The Graduation Speeches 
and other Words to Live By 
written by Kurt Vonnegut 
and edited by Dan Wakefield 
on May 21; Rabbit Hutch by 
Tess Gunty on June 18; Joy 
Goddess: A’Lelia Walker and 
the Harlem Renaissance by 
A’Lelia Bundles. September 
17; and When Knighthood was 
in Flower by Charles Major on 
October 15. 

All discussions are free and 
open to the public. Meetings 
are held in the ADA-com-
pliant Carriage House In-
terpretive Center. For more 
information about the Hoo-
sier Authors Book Club visit 
https://www.ben-hur.com/
programs/hoosier-authors-
book-club/.

Book Club in 11th Season; 5 Books on Schedule

Oh the wonderful things to do...
Spring has finally 

arrived, and the 2026 
season at the General 
Lew Wallace Study & 
Museum is well under 
way. The Carriage 
House Interpretive 
Center exhibit, Wal-
lace Family: A Legacy 
of Service, is open 
and available for the 
public to enjoy free 
of charge. In com-
memoration of the 
250th anniversary 
of the signing of the 

Declaration of Inde-
pendence, this year’s 
exhibit explores the 
enduring tradition of 
public service within 
the Wallace family – 
from military service 
and elected office to 
civic leadership and 
activism.

By sharing these 
stories of service, 
sacrifice and stew-
ardship, the hope is 
to inspire visitors to 
reflect on their own 

role in civic life and to 
renew their engage-
ment in strengthening 
both our nation and 
our local community.

Numerous pro-
gramming events are 
scheduled to com-
plement the 2026 
exhibit. On June 
6 – 7, there will be 
the first Civil War 
Encampment on the 
grounds in more than 
a decade. The 10th 
Illinois Cavalry group 
will set up camp. They 
strive to re-enact the 
citizen soldier from 
Illinois. It was formed 
to provide enjoyable 
opportunities for indi-
viduals and families to 
experience, learn, and 
in return, teach others 
about all aspects of 
life in the mid-19th 
century. The Ameri-
can Civil War is one of 

the most fascinating 
and defining moments 
in our collective his-
tory. Everything from 
the military conflicts 
and tactics to civilian 
life with its social 
expectations and cus-
toms, are experiences 
that the living histori-
ans of the 10th Illinois 
Volunteer Cavalry 
Regiment attempt to 
re-create. 

The Dr. Howard 
Miller Lecture Series 
also returns for 2026. 
The next lecture will 
feature Museum fa-
vorite Gail Stephens. 
Gail is a retired U.S. 
Department of De-
fense employee who 
served as a volunteer 
at Monocacy Nation-
al Battlefield. Her 
experience at Mono-
cacy led to an interest 
in the life of General 

Lew Wallace and her 
publishing of Shadow 
of Shiloh: Major Gen-
eral Lew Wallace in 
the Civil War. She has 
lectured across the 
country, led battlefield 
tours, appeared on 
podcasts and radio, 
and has aided our 
museum with exhibit 
design. Gail will join 
us to discuss General 
Wallace’s Civil War 
military career on 
June 11 at 7 p.m. in 
the Carriage House 
Interpretive Center.

ArchiCamp is an 
architecture-themed 
camp designed for 
children ages 8–12, 
offered through the 
General Lew Wallace 
Study & Museum. 
Using historic local 
buildings and engag-
ing, hands-on activ-
ities, the program 

introduces campers 
to the rich history of 
Montgomery County 
while sparking their 
creativity and curios-
ity. At its core, Archi-
Camp aims to foster a 
sense of stewardship 
and responsibility, en-
couraging young par-
ticipants to appreciate 
and help preserve our 
shared cultural heri-
tage.

Registration is 
opens and the Camp 
is set for June 16-17 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Limited spots are 
available so register 
early. Activities for 
the 2026 camp in-
clude walking tours 
of historic down-
town Crawfordsville, 
building and paint-
ing birdhouses and 
creating stained glass 
windows, and more.

Plenty on Tap at Gen. Lew Wallace Study & Museum

Want to do a good 
deed and get some 
fresh, spring air all at 
the same time? Then 
mark April 25 on your 
calendar and spend 
the day at the Gen. 
Lew Wallace Study & 
Museum for National 
Park Day.

Each year, thou-
sands of history 
enthusiasts, commu-
nity-minded citizens, 
families, Boy and Girl 
Scouts, ROTC units 
and more come to-
gether in an effort to 
help keep our nation’s 
heritage not only pre-
served, but pristine. 
Activities are chosen 
by each participating 
site and can include 
building trails, raking 
leaves, painting signs, 
putting up fences and 
contributing to site 
interpretation. In 
addition to the satis-
faction that volunteer 
work brings, partici-
pants receive official 
Park Day swag and 
may have the chance 
to hear a local histo-
rian describe people 
and events of the past 
at their site. Park Day 
can also be used to 

fulfill the service re-
quirements associated 
with scout groups, 
student organizations, 
training corps pro-
grams, many school 
systems, and more.

Officials at the Gen. 
Lew Wallace Study & 
Museum are hoping 
that volunteers will 
remember one of 
Crawfordsville’s gems 
that day and volun-
teer. Park Day 2026 
will be on April 25 
and begins at 9 a.m. 
For more information, 
visit www.ben-hur.
com or email study@
ben-hur.com

Park Day allows 
the American Battle-
field Trust to cast a 
spotlight on beloved 
American landscapes 
nationwide. Projects 
will keep historic sites 
and battlefields clean, 
open and accessible 
for the enjoyment of 
all — this year, Park 
Day projects included 
painting signs, garden 
maintenance, trash 
and leaf removal, 
marker clean-up, trail 
and fence building 
and more!

Park Day at Wallace 
Museum April 25

ISO Welcomes Jun Märkl Back to the Stage


