
Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
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Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Welcome to 
the 140th day 
of 2026. Nope, 
that’s all. With 
all the angst in 
the world I just 
thought you 

ought to start your day with 
something friendly

	▪TODAY’S VERSE

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE

In observance of Memorial 
Day, The Paper won’t be pub-
lished Monday, May 25. We’ll 
be back on Wednesday, May 27. 
God bless our military and our 
country! And we thank all our 
readers!

	▪AWL SPOCK

Spock is a 1 year old male 
medium size mixed breed pup 
available at The Animal Wel-
fare League of Montgomery 
County (AWL) since 2/23/26.  
Spock loves going out for walks 
and will gladly sit for treats. 
Spock is looking for his best 
friend. Could that be you? 
Spock is neutered, dewormed, 
microchipped, and up to date 
on all of his shots.  Spock is 
available for adoption, fos-
tering, or walks. Come say hi!  
AWL is open Monday-Friday 
from 12:15-5p and Saturday's 
from 12-3p. Come snuggle cats 
in a community cat room, walk 
dogs, or lend a helping hand!

Timmons Scattershoots From the Hip

Scattershooting while 
wondering whatever hap-
pened to Dan . . . 

* * *

IN JUST five days it'll be 
another Memorial Day, a 
day that goes all the way 
back to our country's Civil 
War -- or as they like to call 

it down south, the war of 
northern aggression. Three 
years after the war offi-
cially ended, John Logan 
of the Grand Army of the 
Republic proclaimed the 
holiday Decoration Day 
to honor Union soldiers 
killed in battle, But it was 
a southern belle, a Mary 
Ann Williams of Georgia, 

who came up with the idea 
of decorating the graves of 
all Civil War veterans with 
flowers.

Just about a hundred 
years later, Congress 
turned it into an official 
holiday. If you think about 
it, the U.S. was involved 
in almost a dozen armed 
conflicts since the Civil 
War ended and 1968. So 
changing it from a holiday 
to honor Civil War vets to 
one that honors all vets 
who had fallen in the ser-
vice of their country made 
sense. 

‘Team Hadley’ Awarded LWV Honor

TIM TIMMONS
Two Cents

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1. The Indiana Department of Natural Resources seeks volunteers for its annual 
Fishin’ Pond at the Indiana State Fair, which runs Aug. 7-23 at the Indiana 
State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis. The Fishin’ Pond is a popular, immersive, 

and free fishing experience for ages 5-17. Volunteers handle various duties including 
registering participants, baiting hooks, removing fish from the hook, preparing fishing 
equipment for use, and guiding participants around the pond. Volunteer training will 
be provided by DNR staff before the event. Learn more and register as a volunteer at 
on.IN.gov/fishing-pond. Volunteers receive a free parking pass, State Fair entry for the 
days worked, and a DNR Fishin’ Pond volunteer T-shirt.

2. The Indiana State Comptroller’s Office announced this week the launch of a 
new Federal Funding Expenditures Dashboard on the Indiana Transparency 
Portal that shows Hoosiers exactly where federal dollars come from and how 

they were used — broken down by federal department, expenditure category, account 
and state agency. “Federal grants made up 42 percent of Indiana’s general revenue for 
fiscal year 2025 — a total of $22.6 billion. This dashboard gives every Hoosier — from 
citizens to state legislators, media and federal partners — the clearest view yet of how 
those dollars move through Indiana government,” said Comptroller Elise Nieshalla. “ 
The historical data included further enables spotting trends and flagging where extra 
review is needed, and it’s a meaningful assist to agency partners working to root out 
any fraud, waste or abuse that may be lurking. This is an additional tool for building 
and preserving public trust.” The dashboard is Indiana’s first public-facing, navigable 
tool dedicated to tracking federal expenditures and offers the ability to see trends by 
providing six years of historical data. Designed to complement USASpending.gov — 
which reports federal award amounts — this dashboard shows what Indiana agencies 
have spent, pulling directly from the State’s financial system. It is modeled after the 
existing Total State Expenditures Dashboard on the ITP and is available at in.gov/itp/
finances/Federal-Funding-Expenditures-Dashboard/.

3. During Indiana Small Business Month, Governor Mike Braun is recognizing 
companies working with Power Up Indiana, the state’s program that sup-
ports those who invest in upskilling their workforce. Across Indiana, small 

businesses are doing more than filling open positions; they are building pathways for 
workers to grow. Through efforts like Power Up Indiana, employers are investing in 
training that improves retention, supports business growth and helps Hoosiers move 
into higher-skilled, higher-wage roles.

Proverbs 28:1 The wicked flee 
when no man pursueth: but the 
righteous are bold as a lion.

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY
How can you tell when an Indy-
car fan is watching a Formula 
One race? 

When he taps you on the shoul-
der and asks “Are we watching 
qualifying?”

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY

“To live is the rarest thing in 
the world. Most people exist, 
that is all.”

Oscar Wilde

THE LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS

David and Sheridan 
Hadley’s touch is evident all 
over some of Montgomery 
County’s most democratic, 
neighbor-serving projects.

If you’ve never met them, 
you might not realize how 
giant their impact is. David 
looks like someone who’s 
spent his time outdoors. He 
showed up for the dinner in 
a pin-striped blue button-up 
with red cuffs. He’s lithe 
and white-haired. Sheridan 
looks like she’s on the cusp 
of retiring from her role as 
principal, silver pixie cut, 
khaki slacks and a white 
jean jacket. They exude an 
energy that matches what 
they do.

You might see them at 

concerts or demonstrations 
for democracy, working the 
polls, in the seats at govern-
ment meetings, or in church. 
They are tireless, network-
ing and inviting others to 
help them make the county 
a better place to live. They 
are two-time recipients 
of the League of Women 
Voters’ Making Democracy 
Work Award, which honors 
those who strengthen civic 
life. It is shorthand for a de-
cades-long record of seeing 
community needs and then 
doing the hard work to meet 
them.

The specific achievement 
that put ‘Team Hadley’ at 
the center of this year’s 

See LWV Page 5

Photo courtesy LWVMC 

David and Sheridan Hadley have once again 
been honored by the LWV of Montgomery 
County.

Registration 
Open for Camp 
Meet Me in Middle

Questions: Can lightning 
strike twice in the same place, 
and who would ever wish for 
that to happen?

Answers: Yes, and Volun-
teers for Mental Health! 

This type of lightning might 
be called love-lightning, and 
that is why it is so desirable. 

When Volunteers for Mental 
Health received their first 
hit of love-lightning, it was a 
cold January day that evolved 
into a hot and happy summer 
event.  

The Douglas Family and 
Central Indiana Rubber Prod-
ucts had conducted a Decem-
ber promotion that resulted in 
the funding VMHMC needed 
to run its summer interme-
diate camp to help fifth- and 
sixth-graders develop the 
coping and self-regulation 
skills to survive the challenges 
of middle school.

The successful camp was 
held in July 2025 and direct-
ed by local therapist Jamie 
Selby of Mesa Waa Gii.  The 
campers have continued to 
meet regularly during the 
academic year for dinner, 
discussion, activities, and 
reflection.  

The camp and follow- up ac-
tivities have been entirely free 
thanks to the Douglas Family 
and Central Indiana Rubber 
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.
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Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
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rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
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BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.
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A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.
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Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.
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funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
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plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
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the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.
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Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.
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John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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	►OBITUARIES

Connie Jo Bowman, 
age 74, of Crawfords-
ville, passed away on 
Friday, May 15, 2026 
at Ben Hur Nursing 
and Rehab. She was 
born on March 3, 1952 
to Paul and Norma 
(Ehrie) Fischer in 
Crawfordsville.

Connie attended 
Fountain Central High 
School. She worked 
locally at Coast to Coast, RR Donnelley and retired 
in 2017 from Pace Dairy. In her younger years, 
Connie was active with her square-dancing club 
and bowling league. She enjoyed camping, read-
ing, and boating. Later in life, she appreciated a 
quiet evening working on word puzzles, listening 
to music, and spending time with her dog. Con-
nie was fiercely proud of her grandchildren and 
enjoyed attending their sporting and school events 
throughout the years.

Connie will be missed by her children, Daniel 
Donahue, Daryl Donahue and Dawn Pruett; 7 
grandchildren, Jason, Austin, Caleb, Jordan, Ti-
von, Olivia and Blakely; soon to be 8 great grand-
children; her sister, Donna Demoret; and several 
nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her parents, Paul Fischer 
and Norma Kincade; brother, Ronald Hart and 
brother-in-law, Steve Demoret.

Per Connie's wishes, cremation was chosen with 
private family services. Share memories and con-
dolences at www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

Connie Jo Bowman
March 3, 1952 - May 15, 2026
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Find out if you are eligible today.
CALL 844.563.4012

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!
Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY 
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Be a Hoosier!  You must live in the State of Indiana.

Live with a Caregiver: You must live in the same home as the Caregiver  
(either their own home or the home of the Participant).

Have Medicaid and Get on a Waiver: Be eligible for Medicaid or already 
have Medicaid and meet the financial requirements for the PathWays for Aging or 
Health & Wellness Waiver.

STEP 1 

STEP 2 

STEP 3 

OVER 8,000 5-STAR REVIEWS! Your caregiver gets paid weekly!

Delbert “DJ” Knox, 
Jr., 68, passed away 
May 7, 2026 at St. 
Anthony Healthcare in 
Lafayette. DJ was born 
September 2, 1957 to 
the late Delbert Sr and 
Ethel (McNulty) Knox in 
Crawfordsville. He was 
a 1977 graduate of South 
Montgomery and at-
tended Olivet Nazarene 
University. He worked a variety of jobs, including 
a long career as a hotel receptionist, where he left 
lasting impressions on many.

Though he never married or had children of his 
own, DJ devoted his life to the people he loved most 
– his family. He is survived by his niece, Melanie 
Brown (Andrew); nephew, Steven Mahoy (Megan); 
and his great-niece, Maddie. Family gatherings 
and simply being together were among the greatest 
treasures of his life.

DJ loved to cook and trying recipes from Paula 
Deen, once traveling to her restaurant, an experi-
ence he called “the trip of a lifetime.” He was also 
known to help people, often giving them a place to 
stay while they got back on their feet or had no-
where else to go. DJ will be remembered for being 
unapologetically himself – funny, opinionated, and 
impossible to forget.

He was also preceded in death by his beloved old-
er sister, Denise; 2 infant siblings -Steven Wesley 
and Lisa Ann; grandparents; and many aunts and 
uncles.

A memorial service will be held May 23 at Cross-
roads Community Church of the Nazarene. Visita-
tion will be 2 PM until the service at 3 PM. Inter-
ment will follow at Indian Creek Hill Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to Trinity Life Ministry.

The family requests those attending please wear 
purple, DJ’s favorite color. They’d also like to thank 
the staff at Glasswater Creek Lafayette, University 
Place, and St. Anthony for the compassionate care 
and support provided. Share memories and condo-
lences at www.SandersFuneralCare.com.

Delbert "DJ" Knox, Jr.
September 2, 1957 - May 7, 2026

By Sheri Bethard

President, Master 
Gardeners of 
Montgomery County

 The Master Garden-
ers of Montgomery 
County sincerely thank 
the approximately 610 
people who attended 
our Annual Spring Plant 
Sale & Garden Show 
on Saturday, May 2, at 
the 4-H Fairgrounds. 
Thanks to your support, 
the sale was a tremen-
dous success, and we are 
already looking forward 
to Spring 2027.

Acknowledgments

We extend special 
thanks to the Crawfords-
ville Scouts for helping 
customers carry plants 
throughout the event 
and out to their vehicles. 
We are also grateful to 

the vendors and non-
profit organizations that 
participated by selling 
plants and plant-related 
products and by shar-
ing information about 
their organizations and 
businesses.

•	 HHSB
•	 Friends of Sugar 

Creek
•	 Crawfordsville Dis-

trict Public Library
•	 Montgomery 

County Soil & Wa-
ter Conservation 
District

•	 Progreen Garden 
Center

•	 Yund Outdoor 
Landscape Com-
pany

•	 Davidson’s Green-
house

•	 Denhart’s Mercan-
tile

•	 The Plant Pub
•	 Wildfire 348
•	 The Sweet Spot, 

LLC
•	 Stadler Laser & 

Wood Crafts
•	 Walnut Fork Farms
•	 Sugar Creek Lawn 

& Hardscape
•	 Nucor Indiana
•	 Purdue Exten-

sion–Montgomery 
County

How Proceeds Will Help

Funds raised from 
the event will support 
several local projects, 
including the Craw-
fordsville Seed Library, 
the Nicholson School 
Garden, the Wellbrooke 
Seniors Garden Group, 
beautification plantings 
of native trees at the 
4-H Fairgrounds, and 
the installation of the 
Montgomery County 
Pollinator Garden.

The Pollinator Garden 
was planted on Satur-

day, May 9, with more 
than 900 native flow-
ering plugs designed 
to attract birds, bees, 
butterflies, and other 
pollinators. The garden 
should begin blooming 
in the coming months. It 
is open to the public.

Upcoming Event: Annu-
al Plant Exchange

Please join us for our 
Annual Plant Exchange 
on Sept. 26 from 9 a.m. 
to noon in the Exhibit 
Hall at the 4-H Fair-
grounds. Bring plants 
to trade or simply come 
and choose new plants 
for your home or garden. 
Watch for upcoming 
events and programs 
on our Facebook page, 
Master Gardeners of 
Montgomery County 
(Indiana).

 

Master Gardeners say Thank You

One Local, One Area Student Shine at Olivet Nazarene
Jude Coursey of Craw-

fordsville and Hannah 
Haag of Thorntown each 
earned Dean’s List hon-
ors at Olivet Nazarene 
University in Bourbon-
nais, Ill.

To qualify for inclusion 
on the Dean's List, a 
student must have been 

enrolled as a full-time 
undergraduate student 
and must have attained 
a semester grade point 
average of 3.50 or higher 
on a 4.00 grading scale.

Olivet Nazarene Uni-
versity is an accredited 
Christian, liberal arts 
university offering more 

than 140 areas of under-
graduate and graduate 
study, including the 
Doctor of Education 
in ethical leadership. 
Olivet's 275-acre park-
like main campus is 
in Bourbonnais, Illi-
nois, 45 miles south of 
Chicago. Additionally, 
Olivet offers Graduate 

and Continuing Studies 
via online education. 
From Oxford to Tokyo, 
hundreds of Olivet 
students also experience 
the global classroom 
each year through study 
abroad opportunities, 
internships and world-
wide mission trips.
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Sadly.

I hope you will join 
the thousands and 
thousands across this 
great land Monday and 
pay respects to those 
who so very dearly 
deserve it.

* * *

IS IT JUST me 
or does it seem like 
there's been an in-
crease in earthquakes 
of late? Particularly 
around Yellowstone's 
giant volcano? How 
about sightings of 
UFOs? (Hey, I'm an 
old newspaper guy 
-- I LOVE these kinds 
of stories.) I have a 
pal who is a scientist 
and so I figured he'd 
not only know the 
answer but since he 
doesn't work for the 
government (or any 
entity that owns black 
helicopters), he'd shoot 
me straight.

He did.

The answer to both 
is no.

He also pointed out 
that we have much bet-
ter detection methods 

for earthquakes so we 
know when even little 
tiny ones happen now. 
And he pointed out 
that there are drones 
everywhere and that 
has accounted for an 
increase in UFO (I re-
fuse to call them UAPs) 
sightings.

Then he sighed and 
hung up.

* * *

YES, I AM not 
nearly as big a fan of 
our president as I once 
was. The grade-school 
name calling and the 
egomania on display 
aside, I do not believe 
he is doing a good job 
on so many fronts. To 
be fair though, this 
doesn't mean I'm trad-
ing in the red sweat-
shirt for a blue one. 
I've always worn one 
that has a third color in 
it, white.

I'm just so stinking 
tired of politics and the 
ideas that if you are a 
Republican, all Dem-
ocrats are idiots. And 
if you are a Democrat, 
all Republicans are 
fascists. Could we just 
stop? I won't get off 
this soapbox until we 

have political parties 
that start looking for 
and finding common 
ground. That, my dear 
friends, is where the 
best answers are.

* * *

SPEAKING OF Mr. 
Trump, anyone else 
unimpressed with his 
last visit to China? 
Hate to say this but he 
looked like the sec-
ond fiddle to China's 
president, Xi Jinping. 
Trump performed 
much better on his 
first visit in 2012. This 
time was likely the 
worst visit of any of the 
eight U.S. presidents 
who have gone there -- 
except Barack Obama's 
disasters. The best? I 
would argue Richard 
Nixon or Bill Clinton. 
Nixon opened the 
door by being the first 
sitting U.S. president 
to go way back in 1972. 
And Clinton went in 
'98 and very correctly 
spoke about the awful 
legacy of Tiananmen 
Square. That took 
some courage.

* * *

WONDERING 
WHO Dan is? Why 

it's Daniel Hale David, 
who we all know much 
better as TV's Dan 
Rowan. He was half 
of Rowan & Martin's 
hit TV show Laugh-In. 
Most Boomers will 
well remember Rowan 
as the straight man 
to funnyman Dick 
Martin. And they'll re-
member Laugh-In -- a 
name that seemed to fit 
the times with sit-ins 
and all sorts of 1960s 
protests. Laugh-In ran 
from 1968 to 1973. 
Rowan passed away 
at the age of 65 from 
lymphoma. Oh, want 
to know something else 
that's kind of neat? He 
was born on a carni-
val train as it passed 
through Oklahoma. He 
toured with his parents 
who had a song-and-
dance routine as he 
grew up.

Two cents, which 
is about how much 
Timmons said his 
columns are worth, 
appears periodically 
on Wednesdays in The 
Paper. Timmons is the 
publisher of The Paper 
and can be contacted 
at ttimmons@thepa-
per24-7.com.

TIM
Continued from Page 1

Products.

Could such generosity 
strike twice?  Yes, when 
the Douglas family and 
friends, CIRP and the 
Amanda Douglas Me-
morial put their hearts 
and minds to it! This 
coalition of loving and 
caring individuals have 
again offered to sponsor 
the intermediate camp, 
plus a variety of other 
mental health activities 
in Montgomery County!

Registration for the 
2026 Meet Me in the 
Middle Camp will be 
open through June 8.  
The number of campers 
is limited to a maximum 
of 18.   The free camp 
will be held again at the 
Montgomery County 
Boys and Girls Club and 
will meet for four con-
secutive afternoons on 
July 21, 22, 23, and 24. 

Jamie Selby will again 
share her extraordinary 
talents through a series 
of middle-level experi-
ences and activities over 
the four afternoons.  

In addition, Selby will 
be joined by master 
speakers who will bring 
focused content and 
activities for the mid-
dle-schoolers.

Parents who are hoping 
to help their current fifth 
or sixth graders find the 
answers to middle school 
can obtain more infor-
mation and register their 
students through June 8 
by visiting the VMHMC 
website, www.vmhmc.
org and clicking on the 
Meet Me in the Middle 
camp logo.   

Information inquiries 
can also be e-mailed to 
dbw@vmhmc.org

CAMP
Continued from Page 1

Campers made locker decorations to 
help them remember calming tech-
niques.

Photos courtesy Volunteers for Mental Health

Jamie Selby and a camper meet a mid-
dle school challenge. 

Summer Reading at CDPL

It’s almost time for 
Summer Reading at 
Crawfordsville District 
Public Library! Begin-
ning Tuesday, May 26, 
challenge yourself and 
your family to read and 
earn fun prizes. We 
have reading logs and 
events for all ages--
kids, teens, and adults.

The theme for chil-
dren this summer is 
“Buggy About Books!” 
Sign up at the Youth 
Service desk at the li-
brary or online at cdpl.
beanstack.com, be-
ginning May 26. Once 
registered, kids will be 
given a reading chart 
with bug habitats, and 
they can check off each 
bug on the chart as 
they read. Once all the 
bugs are crossed off 
in a habitat, they can 
bring the reading chart 
to the library to receive 
the prize for that bug! 
When all six reading 

habitats are completed, 
elementary children 
will earn a t-shirt and 
a book to keep. Pre-
schoolers will earn a 
book bag and a book to 
keep.

Every day children 
may try to find “Andy 
the Ant” in the library 
and enter a weekly 
drawing to win a small 
prize. Every week there 
will also be a picture 
search up at the library 
for children to find 
pictures of a particu-
lar bug. There will be 
an information sheet 
about that bug and a 
trivia paper to fill out. 
A small prize will be 
given for each bug triv-
ia questionnaire. Plus, 
there will be a different 
bug craft available!

Please plan to join us 
for a story time each 
week.  Story times 
will be on Tuesdays 
at 10:30 for babies, 
Wednesdays at 10:30 
for toddlers, and 
Thursdays at 10:30 for 
preschool. On Fridays 
at 10:30, we will have 
activities by the pavil-
ion for all ages. Come 
explore with chalk, 

bubbles, painting, sand 
art, and tie-dying!

We have crafts and 
activities for children 
throughout the sum-
mer. Registration is 
required for a couple of 
these activities. Please 
check the calendar on 
our website or at the 
library.

The reading chal-
lenge for teens is also 
“Buggy About Books,” 
but they will keep track 
of time spent reading 
by coloring squares to 
create an insect. Once 
a bug is complete, 
teens can come in for 
a prize. This challenge 
will also be available 
at the Youth Service 
desk or online at cdpl.
beanstack.com.

The reading challenge 
for adults is “Unearth 
a Story.” Log the hours 
you read this sum-
mer and see how far 
you get! If you read 
at least 6 hours, you 
will earn a prize book 
from our second floor 
prize cart and a raffle 
entry toward our Story 
Lovers Prize Bag. Keep 
reading to earn even 

more raffle tickets! To 
register, create a free 
account at cdpl.bean-
stack.com or download 
the free Beanstack 
app and search for our 
library.

Summer Reading for 
all ages will last for six 
weeks, until Tuesday, 
July 7.  All time for 
reading must be turned 
in by 7:30 p.m. that 
day to receive prizes. 

We hope to see you 
this summer (if not 
before)! Beginning 
May 31, our summer 
open hours will be 
Monday-Thursday 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Friday-Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Visit our 
website at crawfords-
villelibrary.in.gov or 
follow us on social me-
dia to get all the latest 
information on library 
events.

 Megan Taylor is 
Assistant Manager 
of Adult Services and 
Karen Record is the 
Manager of Youth 
Services, two depart-
ments at Crawfords-
ville District Public 
Library

MEGAN 
TAYLOR

KAREN     
RECORD

Ziair Morgan of Craw-
fordsvlle completed re-
quirements for a degree 
from Trine University 
at the end of the Spring 
2026 semester. Morgan 
earned a degree in Sport 
Management at Trine.

Trine University is 
located in Angola, Ind. 
It is an international-
ly recognized, private, 
co-educational, residen-
tial institution, offers 
associate's, bachelor's, 
master's and doctoral de-

grees in the Allen School 
of Engineering & Com-
puting, Ketner School 
of Business, College of 
Graduate and Profes-
sional Studies, Brooks 
College of Health Pro-
fessions, Franks School 
of Education, Jannen 
School of Arts & Sciences 
and Rinker-Ross School 
of Health Sciences. 
Trine is a member of the 
Michigan Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association and 
offers 37 intercollegiate 
sports.

Ziair Morgan 
Completes Trine Degree

Catch Casey every Monday 
in The Paper!
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Public Notices
54C01-2604-JP-000063

STATE OF INDIANA         )   IN MONTGOMERY CO. CIRCUIT COURT
                                                ) SS:
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY  )     CAUSE NO. 54C01-2604-JP-000063
IN RE PATERNITY OF: )
GRETTEL CRUZ MIGUEL )
By Next Friend: )
YENICE MIGUEL NOLASCO )
YENICE MIGUEL NOLASCO )
Petitioner )
v.)
ANGEL CRUZ GUILLEN )
Respondent )

SUMMONS – SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE OF SUIT

You are notified that you have been sued in the Court above-named and a 
hearing will take place in Montgomery Co. Circuit Court. The nature of the suit 
against you is a Petition to Establish Paternity and Custody. This summons by 
publication is specifically directed to Angel Cruz Guillen, residence unknown.

You must answer the Petition, in writing, by you or your attorney, within 
thirty (30) days after notice of suit, and if you fail to do so, a judgment will be 
entered against you for what the petition has demanded. Petitioner’s attorney is 
Andrew G. Spear, 1300 N. Pennsylvania St., Ste 202, Indianapolis, IN 46202.

Date:4/27/2026
Sondra K Sixberry

Montgomery Co. Clerk
PL5303     5/6   5/13   5/20  3t    hspaxlp

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE 
AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk 

of Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Indiana, in Cause No. 54D01-2508-
MF-000916 wherein The Huntington National Bank was Plaintiff, and Mariner 
Finance LLC, Unknown Occupants, Tenants, or Lessees, Joseph Weaver, was 
a Defendant, requiring me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with 
interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder, on June 
10, 2026 at the hour of  10:00 AM or as soon thereafter as is possible, at the 
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Department, 600 Memorial Dr , Crawfordsville, IN 
47933, the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Montgomery County, 
Indiana. 

LOT NUMBERED 30, AS THE SAME IS KNOWN AND DESIGNATED 
ON THE RECORDED PLAT OF SAMUEL N. WARBRITTON’S SECOND 
ADDITION TO THE TOWN OF NEW MARKET, AS PER PLAT THEREOF, 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 64, PAGE 476 IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
RECORDER OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, INDIANA.

More commonly known as 305 Second St, New Market, IN 47965  
Parcel No. 54-15-06-222-066.000-022
Township Scott__________________
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said sale will be 

made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws. 
“Subject to all liens, encumbrances and easements of record not otherwise 

extinguished in the proceedings known as Cause 54D01-2508-MF-000916 in 
Superior Court of the County of Montgomery, Indiana.”

Plaintiff Attorney
Morgan L. Wills 26152-10
Sassano, Deighton, Delaney, Higgins & 
Mommsen Co., L.P.A. 
4834 Richmond Rd, Suite 201 
Cleveland, OH 44128 
Phone: (216) 360-7200 
Facsimile:  (216) 360-7210 
mwills@carlisle-law.com
Sheriff of Montgomery County
Montgomery Sheriff Department 
SHERIFF FILE NO: The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the 

accuracy of the street addressed published herein 
SERVICE DIRECTED TO:
Mariner Finance LLC, Corporation Service Company, Registered Agent, 

135 North Pennsylvania Street, Ste. 1610, Indianapolis, IN 46204
Mariner Finance LLC, Any Officer or Managing Agent, 8110 Corporate 

Drive, Nottingham, MD 21236
Mariner Finance LLC, c/o Bleecker Brodey & Andrews / Atty. Julia M. 

Andrews, 9247 N. Meridian Street, Ste. 101, Indianapolis, IN 46260
Unknown Occupants, Tenants, or Lessees, 305 Second St, New Market, IN 

47965
Joseph Weaver, 305 Second St, New Market, IN 47965
Joseph Weaver, 4569 W. 950 S., Waveland, IN 47989

NOTICE
THE LAW OFFICE OF SASSANO, DEIGHTON, DELANEY, 

HIGGINS & MOMMSEN CO., L.P.A. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR. THIS 
IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATON 

OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
PL5304     5/6   5/13   5/20  3t    hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA                 )                      IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
                                               SS:)
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY ) CAUSE NO. 54C01-2605-MI-000577
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF:
Mario Harris
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Mario Harris, whose mailing address is in Montgomery County Indiana, 

hereby gives notice that Mario Harris has filled a petition in the Circuit Court 
requesting that their name be changed to Milo Harris. 

Notice is further given that the hearing will be held on said Petition on June 
16th, 2026 at 2:30 pm.

Mario Harris
Petitioner

4-27-2026
Date Filed

Sondra K Sixberry
Clerk

PL5305     5/6   5/13   5/20  3t    hspaxlp

CHS Student Served as Page During ‘26 Legislative Session
State Rep. Beau Baird 

(R-Greencastle) wel-
comed Alayna Schroet-
er, from Crawfordsville 
High School to the 
Statehouse where she 
participated in the Indi-
ana House Page Pro-
gram during the 2026 
legislative session.

 "Some of the best 
public servants started 
out by just showing up 
and paying attention," 
Baird said. "The page 
program is where your 
curiosity can turn into 
engagement."

During her day as a 
page, Alayna interacted 

with lawmakers and 
session staff, toured the 
Statehouse and joined 
Baird on the House 
floor to watch the legis-
lation process in action.

To learn more about 
how students ages 13 to 
18 can serve as a page 
during the 2027 legisla-
tive session, visit indi-
anahouserepublicans.
com/pageprogram.

 Baird represents 
House District 44, 
which includes all of 
Putnam County and a 
portion of Montgomery 
County.

Photo courtesy Indiana House Republicans.

Alayna Schroeter from CHS poses with Rep. 
Baird on her day as a Page.

Hoosier Authors Book Club Discusses Vonnegut
The Hoosier Authors 

Book Club enters its 
eleventh year with five 
planned book discus-
sions.

The second meeting 
will take place in the 
Lew Wallace Carriage 
House at 200 Wallace 
Ave. Thursday at 7 p.m. 
The General Lew Wal-
lace Study & Museum’s 
book club will discuss If 
This Isn’t Nice What 
Is? The Graduation 
Speeches and other 
Words to Live By by 
Kurt Vonnegut & Dan 
Wakefield.

If This Isn’t Nice, 
What Is? is not a novel, 
but a 2013 collection of 
Kurt Vonnegut’s com-
mencement speeches, 
selected and introduced 
by his friend Dan Wake-
field. The book gathers 

Vonnegut’s popular and 
often humorous advice 
for graduates, reflect-
ing his unique blend of 
irony, joy, and seri-
ousness, and has been 
re-released in expanded 
edition.

Vonnegut was a man 
of discipline, a cham-
pion of literary style, 
a modern sage, and a 
poetic shaman of happi-
ness.  After the publica-
tion of his now-legend-
ary 1969 satirical novel 
Slaughterhouse Five, 
Vonnegut added anoth-
er point of excellence to 
his résumé: He became 
one of the country’s 
most celebrated and 
sought-after com-
mencement speakers, 
and like other masters 
— he bestowed his gift 
of wit and wisdom upon 
throngs of eager young 

people entering the so-
called “real world.” This 
collection of selected 
speeches reveals Von-
negut’s poignant and 
heartening remarks to 
young people.

A limited number of 
books will be available 
for check-out at the 
Carriage House at the 
General Lew Wallace 
Study & Museum. If you 
can’t attend the dis-
cussion in person, you 
can attend by Zoom! 
Register in advance for 
this meeting: https://
us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/
mTlbCj5DRgKMLWlh-
dcx_JA

After registering, you 
will receive a confirma-
tion email containing 
information about 
joining the meeting.

Other books that will 
be read by the Hoosier 
Authors Book Club this 
year include: Rabbit 
Hutch by Tess Gunty 
on June 18; Joy God-
dess: A’Lelia Walker 
and the Harlem Re-
naissance by A’Lelia 
Bundles. September 17; 
and When Knight-
hood was in Flower 
by Charles Major on 
October 15.

All discussions are 
free and open to the 
public. Meetings are 
held in the ADA-com-
pliant Carriage House 
Interpretive Center. For 
more information about 
the Hoosier Authors 
Book Club visit https://
www.ben-hur.com/pro-
grams/hoosier-authors-
book-club/.

FOR SALE - SERVICES & 
MISCELLANEOUS

Consumer Cellular - the same re-
liable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and activation 
is free. All plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, call 
1-855-572-5165

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Di-
rectv and get your first three months 
of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-888-885-8931

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones 
care for you and get paid! Paid by 
Medicaid. Choose family or friends 
as your paid caregiver. Check your 
eligibility today! Call FreedomCare 
now! 1-844-563-4012

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911

Acculevel. Your foundation repair 
and basement waterproofing experts. 
Whether basement, crawl space or 
concrete slab we’ll guide you on the 
right path to a healthy home. Act 
now! Up to $600 off. Restrictions 
apply. Call for a free consultation. 
1-877-229-0197

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-866-781-6023

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-866-953-2203 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

No more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call today 
1-877-361-4260 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation esti-
mate. Get 15% off your entire order. 
Plus, Military & Seniors get an ad-
ditional 10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

SunSetter. America’s Number One 
Awning! Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-855-801-2797

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided 
tours available. Affordable, social 
and stress-free travel designed for 
mature travelers. Our tours include 
accommodations, transportation, 
baggage handling, sightseeing, 
entrance fees, a professional Tour 
Director and select meals. For a 
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. 
Call YMT today. 1-844-291-8647

HEALTH/MEDICAL/
INSURANCE

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 877-930-3271

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-844-244-
7025 www.dental50plus.com/hoo-
sier #6258

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 833-467-0943 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/hoosier

Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen con-
trols. No tiny buttons, apps or pre-
scriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free 
shipping. Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy customers. 
Call Audien 1-877-502-8748

NOTICES

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-855-655-7718

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-877-414-2352 today!

CLASSIFIEDS

Interested in placing 
an ad in THE PAPER?

Contact us today at 
business@

thepaper24-7.com!

WE'RE
HIRING

Join our team today!
Send your resume to 
jobs@thepaper24-7.com

W W W . T H E P A P E R 2 4 - 7 . C O M

W E  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R  C A N D I D A T E S
F O R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  P O S I T I O N S :

Looking for a flexible position?

Interested in learning more about 
the newspaper industry?

Ready to learn something new or challenge
yourself to improve your current skills?

Sales Get to know local businesses and find
advertising options to fit their needs

Pagination Flex your creative muscle as you 
lay out news stories using inDesign 

Clerical Assist our business department with
account and subscription management

S A G A M O R E  N E W S  M E D I A

Training available for motivated individuals!



WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2026THE PAPER

LWV
Continued from Page 1

celebration is Craw-
fordsville Area Trans-
portation, the city’s 
long-needed public 
transportation system. 
CAT did not start as a 
fully formed system; 
it started with many 
citizens, the Hadleys 
among them, who lis-
tened to the need. Local 
businesses and resi-
dents needed a way to 
get employees to shifts 
and patients to medical 
appointments. At the 
same time, the League’s 
local planning meeting 
was elevating transpor-
tation as a priority un-
der its economic health 
position. The Hadleys 
connected the dots.

As League members 
approved transporta-
tion as a focus, David 
and Sheridan acted. 
They met with city 
officials, including 
the mayor, and with 
key partners such as 
economic development 
consultant Cheryl Mor-
phew, to explore what 
a real public transit 
system might look like.

The Hadleys helped 
secure sponsorships to 
fund a consultant-led, 
countywide needs 
assessment—a feasi-
bility study that would 
determine what kind 
of system could work 
here. The League of 
Women Voters and 
others helped with 
financial support for 
that study, and the 
Hadleys linked local 
efforts to state-level 
resources at the Indiana 
Department of Trans-
portation. Eventually, 
a grant was obtained to 
expand transportation, 
and the Sunshine Vans 

operated by the Parks 
Department evolved 
into CAT, a true public 
transit system for the 
Crawfordsville area.

If it seems like they 
put in a lot of work, 
Sheridan framed it this 
way: “The timing was 
right, and it was just 
plain fun.”

The numbers from 
CAT’s first quarter 
of 2026 speak to the 
need: CAT has provid-
ed 2,227 rides in just 
three months. Those 
riders include seniors, 
people with disabilities, 
high school and alter-
native school students 
and adults traveling to 
medical appointments, 
jobs, school and gro-
cery stores. Fourteen 
employees now support 
the system, and the 
budget request for the 
coming year is roughly 
$700,000. The com-
munity needs to expand 
rural service and create 
more tailored routes for 
businesses that need 
reliable transportation 
for workers. To cele-
brate CAT’s growth and 
encourage ridership, 
the League provided 
reusable shopping bags 
– branded with CAT 
and League logos – for 
the first waves of pas-
sengers.

CAT is only the latest 
chapter in the Hadleys’ 
civic story.

Sheridan, a retired 
Hoover Elementary 
School principal, has 
poured her energy into 
initiatives like Humans 
United for Equality, 
the Women’s Legacy 
Fund, the Moco Robo 

robotics program at Ivy 
Tech, and the “Concerts 
on the Corner” series 
at Wabash Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, 
which offers free music 
to a neighborhood that 
includes many low-in-
come renters. Each of 
these projects opens 
doors – to STEM learn-
ing, to leadership op-
portunities for women, 
to arts and community 
life. Sheridan champi-
oned the creation of the 
skate park at Milligan 
Park, pressing the 
case that young people 
needed a safe, dedicat-
ed place to skate – and 
then working until that 
“state of the art” facility 
became reality.

David, a retired Wa-
bash College political 
science professor, has 
served on the Friends 
of Sugar Creek board, 
the city-county plan-
ning commission, the 
South Montgomery 
school board and an 
advisory council for the 
Indiana Department of 
Education. He has been 
active in party politics 
and was appointed by 
Governor Evan Bayh to 
the Indiana State Ethics 
Commission, where he 
once served as chair – a 
role that underscores 
his long-standing com-
mitment to transparen-
cy and accountability in 
government.

Together, they have 
also led projects that 
grabbed wider atten-
tion. In 2018, moved 
by the Parkland school 
shooting, they orga-
nized “Gifts for Guns,” a 
no-questions-asked gun 
turn-in that exchanged 
firearms and ammuni-

tion for gift cards, an 
effort covered by the 
Indianapolis Star and 
WRTV.

In their acceptance 
remarks, David and 
Sheridan resisted the 
spotlight. They de-
scribed their role in 
CAT as a “small part” 
of making democracy 
work. David framed 
democracy as requiring 
fair rules, responsive in-
stitutions, protection of 
minority rights, trans-
parency, accountability 
and a rich ecosystem 
of civic groups and 
associations; in Mont-
gomery County, he said, 
they had been fortunate 
to find all of these. 
Sheridan described 
CAT’s launch as a case 
study in how purpose, 
platform, and people 
must come together at 
the right time. The pur-
pose was clear – people 
needed rides. The plat-
form was the League, 
with its reputation and 
structure for study and 
advocacy. The people 
were the mayor, city 
and county officials, 
parks staff, the Commu-
nity Foundation, state 
transportation partners 
and residents who cared 
enough to show up.

The Defending De-
mocracy Award recog-
nizes not just a year’s 
worth of work, but a 
way of moving through 
the world. In CAT, in 
skate parks and literacy 
efforts, in environmen-
tal protection and ethi-
cal government, “Team 
Hadley” has modeled 
a simple but powerful 
creed: democracy is not 
something we admire 
from afar; it is some-

thing we build, togeth-
er, one local project at 
a time.

The League of Women 
Voters is a nonparti-
san, multi-issue politi-
cal organization which 
encourages informed 
and active participa-

tion in government. For 
information about the 
League, visit the web-
site www.lwvmont-
coin.org; or, visit the 
League of Women 
Voters of Montgomery 
County, Indiana Face-
book page.
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The Banta family came 
from Craig Twp (Henry 
died there 21 Jan 1867) 
Switzerland County In-
diana.  He was ordained 
in 1830 and was a Bap-
tist Minister for nigh 
on 40 years.  Also, he 
was in the War of 1812 
and married Eleanor 
VanArsdall who was a 
few days shy of her 93rd 
birthday at her death. 

They were parents of 
12 children (6 boys; 6 
girls).  Their son, Isaac 
Vauter born 24 Feb 
1809 in Henry County, 
Kentucky also passed 
in Switzerland County 
IN 19 Sept 1863 - he 
and his wife, Elizabeth 
Roberts married in 1831 
in Switz and they had 8 
sons and 5 daughters.  
The next generation 
Merit Hannah Banta (b 
7 Oct 1835 Switzerland 
Co and since Electa Pe-
terman, his wife was in 

the 1870 census alone 
with their children, I am 
guessing (145th Infan-
try) Merit passed during 
the CW. 

It was their son, 
Thomas born 10 June 
1860, farmed in the 
Linden-New Rich-
mond area and married 
Florence Baxter (d 
at 88 in Waynetown 
Nursing Home - buried 
Maple Ridge Cemetery 
just outside of Wave-
land.  Their four sons 
(George; Basil; Theron; 
Perry) and descendants 
mainly remained in our 
area.  Theron was born 
in New Richmond 12 
Feb 1891 and died 6 Feb 
1972 in Danville, IL.  
What I remember most 
about Theron is that he 
was versatile.  He was a 
watchmaker and bank-
er.  He began and later 
ran Banta's Watch Shop 
in Waveland. 

They lived next door 
to my grandparents and 
were always so kind 
and good to them.  A 
member of the United 
Methodist Church in 
Waveland, he taught the 
Men's Bible Class for 
years and was Master 
of the Waveland Lodge 
300 F&AM, past patron 
of Waveland OES; 
and member of the 
Scottish Rite.  He was 
a life member of the 
Indiana Watchmakers 
Association and an 
honorary life member 
of the Waveland Alumni 
Association.  In May 
1914, he married Delia 
Marcrum.  He had a 
good education for the 
time After graduating 
from New Richmond 
HS and Indiana State 
Normal (ISU) he was a 
star at Zaner College of 
Penmanship at Colum-
bus, Ohio. 

His daughter, Virgin-
ia (married Wilmer 
Sharpe) worked in the 
Waveland Library for 
many years.  I'd only go 
to the library if she was 
working that day.  Ther-
on also taught school 
(Kirkpatrick, Linden 

and Waveland) was a 
banker for 25 years and 
what I thought the neat-
est thing about him was 
for 50 years, he hand 
engraved over 4,000 
Wabash College (and 
other school's?) diplo-
mas.  Theron's son, My-
ron, worked with him 
for many years at the 
watch shop that is not 
there at this point (it 
was such a neat building 
one of the few covered 
in stone if I remember 
right) then moved it 
to the front area of he 
and Myrtle's home at 
501 West Main (one of 
the oldest homes still 
standing in Waveland, 
the home built around a 
log cabin). 

The shop was there for 
several years.  Although 
I always thought Myron 
was a neat name I 
loved his middle name 
Jules.  MJ was born at 
9 p.m. on Oct 11, 1918 
with Dr. JM Elliott 
of Linden attending.  
Theron was 27 at the 
time and wife “Etta” age 
30.  The same was true 
for Myron and his wife, 
Myrtle Lavanche Pope 
- in fact, she taught him 
in school.  They had one 

daughter, Judy, one of 
the sweetest, kindest 
gals I've ever known.  
Now, there were several 
who weren't cracked-
up about Myrtle, but 
I loved her.  She was 
our business teacher 
at Waveland HS and I 
took all 5 of the classes 
she taught  and Aced 
(most with an A+++) all 
but Bookkeeping - got a 
B+.  Darn! 

When Mrs. Robinson 
our school secretary was 
out a semester my se-
nior year (because of a 
surprise necessary oper-
ation), Myrtle suggest-
ed to Mr. Cooper, our 
principal that I would 
be great in the office.  
She helped me a few 
days then I was on my 
own.  Every morning, I 
went to get my lessons 
and came down to work 
on them - WHEN I had 
time, that is.  It was a 
tough but very reward-
ing semester (learned so 
much and that experi-
ence and Myrtle's high 
praise got me my first 
real job as a secretary at 
Purdue) and I had Myr-
tle to thank for that. 

When she passed away 

(stomach cancer) in La-
fayette, 12 March 1969 
she asked for them to 
find me (we were living 
in Laf while Jim was in 
school) and have me 
come to the hospital.  
I hugged her and told 
her how much she had 
meant to me and iron-
ically, that's why she 
wanted me to come so 
she could do the same 
- “Best student ever! 
Hard worker” and she 
told me she loved me. 
We cried and hugged 
and I told her the same! 

My hometown of 
Waveland was so bless-
ed to have each and all 
of the Banta family in 
its midst!

 For years, Karen 
Zach was the editor of 
Montgomery Memo-
ries, our monthly mag-
azine all about Mont-
gomery County. Her 
column, Around the 
County, appeared ev-
ery Friday in The Paper 
of Montgomery County. 
Karen retired from all 
that a few years ago 
but sent us this gem to 
share with you. You 
can reach her at karen.
zach@sbcglobal.net.

Karen Shares Research on Waveland’s Banta Family

KAREN ZACH
Guest Columnist
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“The Tire Professionals”

114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 114 N. Water St. • Crawfordsville 
(765) 364-0584(765) 364-0584

Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm Weekdays 7:30 am - 5pm 
Saturday 8 am - NoonSaturday 8 am - Noon

pompstire.compompstire.com

$15 OFF$15 OFF
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Complete visual inspection & air pressure check • No other discounts apply.  
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/26

WWW.SANDERSFUNERALCARE .COM

OUR FAMILY  
CARING FOR YOURS.

315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN 
(765) 362-6849

202 Bratton Rd, Waynetown, IN 
765-234-2224

203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN
765-397-3499

FUNERAL  CARE
Sanders

Cone Zone: Expect Nightly 
I-74 Lane Closures
The Indiana Depart-

ment of Transportation 
is alerting motorists 
that nightly lane clo-
sures are planned 
across several counties 
in west-central Indiana. 

Beginning on or after 
Thursday, May 21, 
INDOT contractors 
will close one lane at a 
time in both directions 
of I-74 between the 
Indiana/Illinois State 
line and just east of 
State Road 39 (Exit 58 

in Lizton). Vermillion, 
Fountain, Montgomery, 
Boone, and Hendricks 
Counties will all be 
impacted.

The purpose of the 
lane closures is to 
refurbish pavement 
markings along the 
interstate. Work will 
be limited to 3 miles 
and one travel lane in 
each direction, with no 
work scheduled over 
Memorial Day Week-
end starting at noon on 

Friday until 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday. Work hours 
for this project will be 
between 7 p.m. and 9 
a.m.

The project is antici-
pated to be complete in 
a 2-week timeframe but 
is weather-dependent 
and subject to change. 
INDOT encourages 
drivers to use extra cau-
tion and avoid distrac-
tions while traveling in 
and around work zones. 


