
Thanks for a great 2016, Montgomery County! See you 
in 2017!

 TODAY’S VERSE
“Behold, I am the LORD, the 
God of all flesh; is anything too 
difficult for Me?” 

– Jeremiah 32:27

The Paper
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Walking with weights can increase your risk of joint 
injuries – walk hills instead.

Today’s health tip was brought to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to 
catch his column each week in The Paper and online at www.thepa-
per24-7.com.

The Paper appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank 

Dennis Clouser of Darlington for subscribing!

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I tell our runners to divide the 

race into thirds. Run the first part 
with your head, the middle part 
with your personality, and the last 
part with your heart.”

Mike Fanelli

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 HONEST HOOSIER

 TODAY’S JOKE
Tonight, Ryan Seacrest will be 

dropping the ball in Times Square 
while the politicians will be doing 
the same in Washington, D.C.

 FACES of
MONTGOMERY

Zoey LaRue, 7, Waveland, spent 
some time visiting the Carnegie 
Museum recently. She visited 
with Santa Clause and made 
some crafts.

People who call our community their own.

 THREE THINGS 
You Should Know:

 INSIDE 
TODAY
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 THE MONTGOMERY MINUTE
Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.

 OBITUARIES
KATHLEEN SUZANNE BURKHART 

Funeral services are scheduled for 
2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Hunt & 
Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 

online edition! The page does 
not appear in print.

3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
ery County!

Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
How much do you remember about Montgomery County’s past? Just send us a note 

with something from the past in Montgomery County. All you have to do is e-mail your 
"Remember When" (and be sure to include your name, address and contact info) to 
rememberwhen@thepaper24-7.com or send it to Remember When 101 W. Main St. Ste. 300 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 47933.

 REMEMBER WHEN . . . ?

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.

AUGUST TORNADOS
A mild rain and peaceful afternoon were shattered 

a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.

WHITLOCK FATAL FIRE
A 40-year-old woman was injured and latter succumbed to 

injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”

COUNTY GARAGE FIRE
Montgomery County was rocked when its fleet of snow-plow 

truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.

DOWNTOWN SCORES NEW BUSINESS
Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.

COUNTY CUTS IWA FUNDING   
The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
11 meeting. Councilmen Greg Morrison, Aaron Morgan and 
Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 

Todd Barton said that there were no plans to adjust the city’s 
funding of IWA after the county’s action.

STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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Meet Charlie, a 4-year-old 
female Red Brindle American 
Pit Bull Terrier who has been 
patiently waiting for her forever 
home since 3/25/2024.

Charlie is the total package—a 
cat-friendly cuddle companion 
who loves spending time with 
her people! She’s incredibly 
affectionate and happiest when 
she’s soaking up attention, 
snuggling on the couch, or 
joining you for an adventure.

• Why you’ll love Charlie:
•  Cat friendly
•  Crate trained
•  Housebroken
•  Makes virtually no mess
•  Loves to play fetch
•  Extremely affectionate
• Enjoys walks and jogs
•  Loves running and playing 
in a fully fenced yard
• Thrives on attention and 
 companionship
Charlie has all the fun and 

love of a dog without the 
chaos of a puppy. She’s well-
mannered, keeps her space tidy, 
and is ready to settle right into 
a home of her own.

After spending over two years 
waiting at the shelter, Charlie 
deserves to know what it’s like 
to have a family, a comfy bed, 
and a best friend who loves her 
as much as she’ll love them.

Charlie is available for foster 
or adoption!

Could Charlie be the loyal 
companion you’ve been 
searching for?

Come meet this sweet girl and 
discover why she’s a staff and 
volunteer favorite. One cuddle 
is all it takes to fall in love!

 Animal Welfare League of 
Montgomery County

 765-362-8846
mcawl.com/adopt

The Paper of Montgomery 
County is making some 
significant changes. 
The Monday and Friday 
publications are going to be 
merged into the Wednesday 
editions for now. The Paper will 
continue to publish through the 
month of June on Wednesdays.

 Psalm 68:4-5
“Sing to God, sing praise to 

his name, extol him who rides 
on the clouds—his name is the 
Lord—and rejoice before him. 
A father to the fatherless, a 
defender of widows, is God in 
his holy dwelling.”

	▪MONTGOMERY MINUTE

	▪AWL CHARLIE

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY      
What did one flip-flop say to 

the other? 
You’re sole-mate material.

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY
“You will forever be my always.”

Swapna Rajput

So long Spring! You go away 
bright and early Sunday morn-
ing. We’ll miss you – but we’ve 
got to admit, seeing your cousin 
Summer again sounds pretty 
doggone good!

What is Role of Government?
If looks were daggers, 

Rep. Jeff Thompson would 
have left last December’s 
State Legislative Breakfast 
with slash marks. Thomp-
son is the oldest of the four 
legislators who attended, 
and after introducing him-
self, he launched into com-
ments about property taxes 
and 2024’s Senate Bill 1 as 
if he were shadowboxing 
mayors and county council 
persons. You couldn’t say 
his comments were a clear 
explanation or defense of 
the bill he authored, so 
much as a rebuttal to what 
he must have been hearing 
about the looming fiscal 
crises it’s creating for com-
munities like ours.

 But that’s not what many 
citizens in attendance that 
snowy morning came to 
discuss. They wanted to 
talk about government’s 
role in people’s ability to 
work.

 “I’m here to just bring 
some attention to what’s 
happening in the ear-
ly childhood education 
space,” said Kelly Taylor, 
who then outlined the gut-
ting of childcare funding for 
vouchers and support ser-
vices. When one legislator 
asked, “Where’s the church 
and childcare? Where’s 
business and childcare? 
Where is government?” 
multiple citizens noted that 
several church-run child-
cares had shuttered as a re-
sult and the gains that local 
government and business 
had created together were 
effectively nullified with 
those closures.

 As Thompson gave 
his spiel on taxation, he 
said, “the citizens voted 
for limited government.” 
Meanwhile, locals were 
insinuating that the gov-
ernment has a legitimate 
role to play in quality of life 

and economic opportunity 
issues for households. That 
exchange, and how it’s been 
framed for 250 years, is at 
the heart of the Well-Read 
Citizen’s June book se-
lection, The Price of De-
mocracy by Senior Fellow 
Vanessa Williamson of the 
Brookings Institution.

 Many of us learned in 
school that American histo-
ry begins with a tax revolt: 
the Boston Tea Party, when 
patriots hurled chests of tea 
into the harbor to protest 
“taxation without represen-
tation.” But as Williamson 
notes, the Tea Act of 1773 
was actually designed to 

League of 
Women 
Voters

Column

Boomer Bits
Why Don’t 
We Have a 
Minimum 
SS Benefit?

By Andy Chandler
For The Paper

The second author talk in 
the Dr. Howard Miller Lec-
ture Series, hosted by the 
General Lew Wallace Study 
and Museum, took place 
recently. Presenting was 
Gail Stephens, who spoke 
about Wallace as well as 
her book, Shadow of Shi-
loh. 

Stephens went over the 
misconception of his care-
lessness and her interac-
tion with primary source 
information regarding the 
lingering controversy of 
Wallace’s actions during 
the Battle of Shiloh. Her 
talk covered the military 
and political background 
between Wallace and some 
of his superiors, as well 
as the time she hiked the 
route that Wallace’s troops 
marched during the battle.

Aside from addressing 
that controversy, Stephens 
provided a biographical 

sketch of General Wallace’s 
military career, particular-

Author Talks Gen. Lew Wallace and His Role at Shiloh

See Wallace Page 7

Dear Rusty: I think 
we should have a Social 
Security baseline of $2,500 
for each person. When I 
retire, my Social Security 
benefit will not be enough 
to survive. There are many 
of us who worked low 
paying jobs all our lives 
because we raised families 
and only started saving 
later in life. Considering all 
the money our government 
wastes on other countries 
and welfare programs 
for people who have not 
worked, it seems unfair 
that they will not reward 
those of us who contribut-
ed to society all our lives. 

Signed: Needs More 
Social Security.

Dear Needs More: For 
information, the concept of 
a “minimum” Social Secu-
rity benefit is not new and, 
indeed, already exists - but 
it is one which few bene-
ficiaries qualify for. The 
so-called “special mini-
mum benefit” was meant 
to lift low-earning workers 
above the poverty line, but 
less than 32,000 SS ben-
eficiaries (out of about 59 
million retirees) currently 
qualify. That’s because 
Social Security’s benefit 
formula turns out to be 
more generous because it is 
based on lifetime earnings 
(wages), while the “special 
minimum benefit” pro-
gram is based on consumer 
prices. That causes the SS 
benefit formula to provide 
a nigher SS benefit than is 

See League Page 5

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.The U.S. Postal Service will observe Juneteenth on Friday, June 19. All Post 
Office locations will be closed. Regular mail delivery and retail services 
will resume on Saturday, June 20. Customers are reminded that when Post 

Offices are closed, they can still access many postal products and services through 
usps.com and self-service kiosks available in select lobbies nationwide. Many 
self-service kiosks are available 24/7, offering customers flexibility and conve-
nience even when Post Offices are closed. For more information on USPS services, 
visit www.usps.com.

2. Right to Life of Indianapolis has named Chris Eckhart as interim president of 
the organization, effective immediately. The board of directors made the deci-
sion to put Eckhart into the interim position following the sudden passing of 

President Marc Tuttle on June 2. Tuttle led Right to Life of Indianapolis for 18 years. “It 
has been providential to have Chris on our board as an active and engaged member who 
is willing to take on this vital role,” said Tom Hirschauer, board chair of Right to Life 
of Indianapolis. “The last thing Marc Tuttle would want is for his passing to hinder the 
work he so courageously led. Our organization will go on, and it will go on in his mem-
ory.” Eckhart, a current board member, has agreed to serve as the interim president for 
an initial 90-day period. The immediate focus is ensuring continuity of leadership and 
support for the mission of Right to Life of Indianapolis during this period of transition. 
The board does plan to conduct a formal search for a permanent president.

3. Seventeen individuals will compete for seven Indiana FFA state officer spots 
during the 97th Indiana FFA State Convention. The individuals elected will fill 
roles as president, secretary, northern region vice president, southern region vice 

president, treasurer, reporter and sentinel. As part of officer duties, those elected will 
oversee the development of chapters and provide direction during events and contests. 
They will also visit FFA chapters, host career and leadership development events and 
execute leadership conferences. The 2026–2027 Indiana FFA State Officer Candidates 
are as follows: Baron Riley, Crothersville FFA, Claire Linette, Jasper FFA, Dallas Quick, 
Boonville FFA, Duncan Baitz, McCutcheon FFA, Elizar Aldaz, Tri-County FFA, Ethan 
Sheets, Clinton Central FFA, Garrett Schwering, North Decatur FFA, Hayden Stookey, 
Tippecanoe Valley FFA, Jaylynn Goodwin, Southridge FFA, Jeanna Crawford, Franklin 
County FFA, Jentri Wallace, Rushville FFA, Jessie Frazee, Fountain Central FFA, Kaitlyn 
Kalbaugh, William Henry Harrison FFA, Katie McClain, Carroll (Flora) FFA, Khloe Hino-
josa, Warsaw FFA, Olivia Shidler, Clay City FFA and Stone Stauch, South Putnam FFA.

Photos courtesy Andy Chandler
Gail Stephens said she realized how critical Wallace was to the defense of Washington D.C. in the 
summer of 1864, and how few people knew about it. 

See Rusty Page 5
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Kick off the New Year with networking

The first Breakfast Before Business of the New Year is planned for Jan. 
3 at Athens Arts Studio in Crawfordsville. The event is presented by the 
Crawfordsville / Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce and is a 
great networking event to start the day. Attendees should RSVP to The 
Chamber by emailing anne.shaw@crawfordsvillechamber.org.
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Son Funeral Home

DALE WAYNE HARMON Funeral 
services are scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at Burkhart Funeral 
Home

1 In 2016, the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) secured 

227 commitments from com-
panies across the country and 
world to locate or grow in Indi-
ana. Together, these businesses 
plan to invest nearly $3.7 billion 
in their Indiana operations and 
create 20,320 new Hoosier jobs 
in the coming years.  These new 
positions are expected to pay an 
average hourly rate of $25.43, 
or more than $52,800 annual-
ly, which is the highest annual 
average achieved since the IEDC 
was established in 2005.  

2  The comics page for to-
day’s edition of The Paper 
can be found online in the 
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3 Happy New Year, Montgom-
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Remember when in the mid 1940s to the late 1960s New Market had 
a fish fry that took four blocks, a full line of carnival rides, live pony rides 
and it would last four nights? Also, New Market had two barber shops, a 
hardware store, two grocery stores, a drug store, furniture store and food 
locker. Now it's so sad to see it is a ghost town.

Ray J. Lemon
Crawfordsville
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BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION   
Hundreds gathered Oct. 13 on Main Street in 
downtown Crawfordsville outside the court-
house to celebrate 200 years of Indiana’s 
statehood. Steve Frees, the Executive 
Director of the Montgomery County 
Historical Society opened the event 
by addressed the crowd. During the 
event students from various schools 
in the county sang songs with an 
Indiana theme, the Southmont 
Marching Band played and differ-
ent speakers addressed the crowd 
to honor the state of Indiana and 
its bicentennial. One notable 
piece of information offered to 
the people in attendance was 
given by Chamber of Commerce 
member Tim McCormick, who has 
played a big part in putting together 
the Time Capsule project. The time 
capsule is a project with intentions 
of offering a way for the people of 
Montgomery County in 2116 to see the 
types of things that were happening in 
the county a hundred years before. Those in 
attendance were also encouraged to sign their 
names in a book to be included in the project.
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a little after 2:30 Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 24, 
2016 when an apparent tornado touched down in 
southeastern Montgomery County. Within minutes, 

some buildings, grain bins, trees and crops were 
destroyed. Most importantly, however, no lives were 
lost and no injuries reported. Amid the sweat and 

work going on, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb took time to talk with storm 

victims and the volunteers helping them.  

DARLINGTON MURDERS   
The Darlington mother who confessed to killing her two children 
early morning, Nov. 19 was charged with two counts of murder. 

Brandi Worley, 30, allegedly stabbed her 7-year-old son, Tyler and 
3-year-old daughter, Charlee to death with the same knife she 

turned on herself before calling police. The mother was later booked 
into the Montgomery County jail awaiting an April trial.
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injuries from a fire at 511 Whitlock Ave, Saturday, Nov. 19. The 
city of Crawfordsville said in a release that the woman was Re-
becca Coonse. The fire was ruled accidental. When asked if this 

house fire could be related to the fire on Nov. 6 at the Mont-
gomery County Highway Department garage, Crawfordsville Fire 

Chief Scott Busenbark said “No reason to think that.”
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truck was destroyed in a fire late on Nov. 6. The fire destroyed the 
truck barn and the 13 vehicles inside. The blaze destroyed other 

smaller equipment as well. The fire started sometime Sunday 
evening at the truck barn of the Montgomery County Highway 
Department on Whitlock Avenue in Crawfordsville. No one was 
on site or hurt. Totals varying from $1.5 million to $3 million 

were believed to have been lost. The county received aide from 
surrounding communities to get through winter thus far.
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Executives from Safe Hiring Solutions and its sister-company 
Safe Recruiter Solutions were at Danville Town Hall Nov. 3 to 
announce their intentions to expand their company into downtown 
Crawfordsville. The companies will invest $1.3 million into 
renovating an 8,000-square foot facility at 119 S. Washington 
St in Crawfordsville, with the project expected to be completed 
by the end of 2016. The expansion will supplement the existing 
6,000-square foot headquarters in Danville. Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton said that the expansion is great for Crawfordsville 
and its effort to help keep people in the city. Barton also said the 
renovation of the building is already in progress and that a few 
employees were already working in the building.
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The Montgomery County Council cut the 2017 budget for 

Indiana West Advantage from $75,000 to $50,000 at its Oct. 
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Mark Smith voted against making the cut. IWA also receives 
$75,000 of funding from the city of Crawfordsville. Mayor 
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STEEL TECHNOLOGIES EXPANDS  
Steel Technologies LLC, a steel processing company, 

plans to expand its operations in Montgomery County, 
creating up to 21 new jobs by 2019. According to 
the Indiana Economic Development Corporation, 

Louisville-based Steel Technologies will invest $10.1 
million to grow operations and broaden capabilities 

at its current 233,000-square-foot production facility 
at 3560 Nucor Rd. Expanding the building to cover a 
total of 314,600 square feet, this addition will allow 
Steel Technologies to increase its capacity and ser-

vices to support the growth of current customers and 
the industry in the region.

CLARY STEPS DOWN, 
UTLEY STEPS IN 

Indiana West Advantage Executive 
Director Kristin Clary resigned 
her position with Montgomery 

County’s economic development 
organization on Feb. 2. Tom Utley 
would later be named the Exec-
utive Director for both IWA and 

the Chamber of Commerce. Utley 
resigned from the Montgomery 
County Council in order to do 

so. Greg Morrison was voted his 
replacement in a caucus.

MAN CHARGED IN CHILD’S DEATH   
A 5-month-old Crawfordsville boy died and his father, faced 

amended charges. Connor Filley died early afternoon, June 12 at 
Riley Children’s Health in Indianapolis of head trauma injuries. An 

Autopsy was performed by the Marion County coroner Monday. 
Steven Allen Filley was arrested and transported to the Mont-

gomery County Jail by the Crawfordsville Police Department. As 
a result of the autopsy, Filley’s charges were amended. Filley, 26, 
was charged with felony battery resulting in serious injury (Level 
2), felony aggravated battery (Level 1) and felony neglect of a 

dependent (Level 1). Originally the charged were all filed at Level 
3. Level 1 felony charges are the highest level which can be filed.

VIETNAM WALL VISITS TOWN   
Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown Crawfordsville 

on Aug. 10 for a parade to honor our Vietnam Veteran’s and 
welcome the traveling memorial wall, sponsored by the American 
Legion Byron Cox Post 72. The wall was on display at The Lane 

Place from Aug. 12 to Aug. 14

POLITICAL SHAKEUP     
John Pickerill, the Montgomery County Republican 
Party chairman, resigned and joined the Libertarian 
Party. In doing so, he has also announced that he 
was running for Representative of District 41. He 

decided to run as District 41 Representative, against 
long time Rep. Dr. Tim Brown. Brown retained his seat 

in the election. Suanne Milligan was ratified as the 
new chair on June 21. The self-labeled conservative 

side of the Republican Party did secure control of the 
county council thanks to the primary elections.
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The Hoosier Authors Book 
Club enters its eleventh year with 
five planned book discussions.

 The second meeting will take 
place in the Lew Wallace Car-
riage House at 200 Wallace Ave. 
Thursday at 7 p.m. The General 
Lew Wallace Study & Museum’s 
book club will discuss The Rabbit 
Hutch by Tess Gunty.

 This is a National Book 
Award-winning debut novel 
about four teenagers aging out 
of the foster care system in the 
fictional, post-industrial city of 
Vacca Vale, Indiana, exploring 
themes of loneliness, commu-
nity, and the search for tran-
scendence amidst urban decay, 
culminating in a shocking act of 
violence. The story centers on 
the brilliant but troubled Blan-

dine, who lives with three boys 
in an apartment complex known 
as “The Rabbit Hutch,” as they 
navigate a dying city and their 
own difficult pasts. The action 
takes place over one sweltering 
week in July.

 Publishers Weekly ultimately 
named The Rabbit Hutch one 
of the top ten books of 2022, 
regardless of genre.

 A limited number of books will 
be available for check-out at the 
Carriage House at the General 
Lew Wallace Study & Museum. 
If you can’t attend the discussion 
in person, you can attend by 
Zoom! Register in advance for 
this meeting: https://us02web.
zoom.us/meeting/register/mTl-
bCj5DRgKMLWlhdcx_JA

After registering, you will 

receive a confirmation email 
containing information about 
joining the meeting.

 Other books that will be read 
by the Hoosier Authors Book 
Club this year include: Joy 
Goddess: A’Lelia Walker and the 
Harlem Renaissance by A’Lelia 
Bundles (who plans on joining 
the discussion via Zoom) on 
Sept. 17; and When Knighthood 
was in Flower by Charles Major 
on Oct. 15.

 All discussions are free and 
open to the public. Meetings are 
held in the ADA-compliant Car-
riage House Interpretive Center. 
For more information about 
the Hoosier Authors Book Club 
visit https://www.ben-hur.com/
programs/hoosier-authors-book-
club/.

Next Chapter in Hoosier Authors Book Club Tomorrow

Our Summer Read-
ing Program has 
officially begun! We 
hope our patrons of all 
ages will make reading 
a habit, and to that 
end, we have issued a 
challenge: in the six 
weeks from May 26 to 
July 7, can you read at 
least 6 hours?

This year, the kids 
and teens are getting 
“Buggy About Books”, 
but we are encourag-
ing our adult readers 
to “Unearth a Story”. 
What could be more 
fitting than dinosaurs? 
Michael Crichton may 
be best known as the 
author of “Jurassic 
Park” (FIC Cri), the 
basis for the movie of 
the same name (DVD 
FIC Jur), but that 
wasn’t all he wrote 
on the subject. In his 
historical fiction novel 
“Dragon Teeth” (FIC 
Cri), rival fossil hunt-
ers battle over a bron-
tosaurus during the 
infamous Bone Wars. 
Set 30 years earlier, 
the movie, “Ammo-
nite” (DVD FIC Amm), 
takes a very different 
tone, following the 
self-taught paleon-
tologist Mary Anning 
(Kate Winslet) and the 
relationship she forms 
with a tourist (Saoirse 
Ronan) on the English 
coast.

Fossils aren’t the 

only treasure found 
underground. “Stra-
ta: Stories from Deep 
Time” by Laura Pop-
pick (551.7 Poppick) 
delves into the history 
of rock itself, as told 
by the patterns it has 
formed over millions 
of years. Joshua 
Hammer relates the 
struggles and misad-
ventures of unearthing 
a story in the most 
literal sense, in “The 
Mesopotamian Riddle: 
an Archaeologist, a 
Soldier, a Clergyman, 
and the Race to De-
cipher the World’s 
Oldest Writing” (935 
Hammer). Kathleen 
Boland’s titular “Scav-
engers” (FIC Boland) 
are a mismatched 
mother and daugh-
ter following a map, 
a stranger, and the 
promise of one million 
dollars into the desert.

If you dig, you may 
uncover a mystery … 
or an ugly truth. In 
“Dinner with King 
Tut” by Sam Kean 
(930.1 Kean), modern 
experimental archae-
ologists replicate the 
experiences of the 
past — spear-hunting, 
ship-building, even 
ancient tattooing — to 
fill in missing details 
of historic life. “Palace 
of Deception: Muse-
um Men and the Rise 
of Scientific Racism” 

by Darrin Lunde 
(508.074 Lunde) 
examines the abuses 
within the field of nat-
ural history, focusing 
on its golden years. 
Vanessa Lillie’s “The 
Bone Thief” (FIC Lil-
lie) follows that thread 
into the modern day, 
as an investigator for 
the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs searches for 
stolen skeletal remains 
and a missing Narra-
gansett teen.

Complete the chal-
lenge to win prizes! 
You can keep track of 
your reading online at 
cdpl.beanstack.com, 
or get a paper copy by 
visiting the library. 
Adult reading logs are 
on the display on the 
second floor where 
these titles and many 
more are located. 
Children and teens can 
pick up a copy at the 
Youth Services Desk 
on the first floor.

Check out what’s 
happening on our 

website at crawfords-
villelibrary.in.gov or 
call us at (765) 362-
2242. This summer, 
the library is open 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday.

 Susanna Howard is a 
library assistant in the 
Adult Services Depart-
ment at the Crawfords-
ville District Public 
Library.

Dig In to the Summer Reading Program at Library

Susanna 
Howard

Crawfordsville District 
Public Library

This marks my 27th 
year writing a weekly 
humor column. That’s 
over 1400.  pieces. It’s 
tough to come up with 
a new idea each week, 
so I sometimes steal an 
idea. From myself. Yes, 
I will very occasionally 
go back to a really good 
column from decades 
ago and rewrite it. 
Sometimes, complete-
ly.

But here’s the inter-
esting part: It takes me 
longer to update an old 
favorite than to come 
up with a completely 
new idea. I spend a 
lot of time rephrasing 
sentences to make a 
funny line even fun-
nier. The rewritten 
column is better, often 
much better. I am an-
noyed with myself for 
not thinking of doing it 
that way two decades 
ago. I hope that means 
I’m improving.

The truth is, there are 
only a finite number of 
topics to write about, 
but there are myriad 
ways to write about 
them. I have written 
columns about my bad 
memory, poor hearing, 
and forgetfulness many 
times. All aging humor 
writers expound on 
these topics. Occasion-

ally, I do steal an old 
funny line from myself. 
Who’s going to sue me? 
Me?

Years ago, I wrote 
about my lack of 
acuity with Twitter 
and Facebook. It was 
funny in 2010 when I 
was flummoxed by this 
technology.  And I still 
am baffled. So, creating 
a new column from 
that old concept works, 
since technological 
changes keep the topic 
fresh.  Plagiarizing my-
self is tricky work.

Why am I telling you 
this? Because I was 
curious whether what 
I wrote about exactly 
25 years ago this very 
week still holds up to 
scrutiny after all these 
years. The column was 
about my wife’s poi-
son ivy. She was very 
prone to it back then, 
but I can’t update that 
column because she 
hasn’t been afflicted 
that way in 25 years. 
And because my col-
umn is always (loosely) 
based on something 
that recently hap-
pened, I wouldn’t feel 
comfortable pretending 
she once again had the 
affliction.

So, sadly, you will 
never see any version 

of that column in print 
again.

But wait. There were 
a few parts worth 
repeating. Here’s a 
part of our conversa-
tion from the spring 
of 2001 (Yes, 25 years 
ago). At the peak of her 
unattractiveness, she 
questioned my feelings 
for her while she was 
covered in unappealing 
rashes. (This was 100% 
true.)

“Dick, will you still 
love me while I look 
like this?”

“This is silly, Mary 
Ellen.  Wouldn’t you 
still care for me if I 
started to lose my 
hair and gained 20 
pounds?”

“I’ve already proven 
that. Listen, Dick. I 
want you to treasure 
me no matter how I 
appear. Look me in the 
eyes and tell me that.”

“I’m having a lot of 
trouble just finding 

your eyes. Mary El-
len, no matter how 
many red, disgusting 
blotches you have on 
your face, anyone can 
tell how beautiful you 
were…are. How beauti-
ful you ARE.” 

By Sunday morning, 
Mary Ellen looked 
100% better, so I de-
cided that if I showed 
her a little affection, I’d 
be forgiven…

 “Well, Dick. Sounds 
like you are itching 
for a little romance? 
Have you got that little 
compulsive to-do list 
you make out every 
morning?” 

“Yes.”
 “Scratch me off it.”
It is unlikely you will 

ever see an improved 
version of this column 
in print. Why?  Mainly, 
because my wife will 
probably not get poison 
ivy again.

But if she does, you’ll 
be the first to know.

Dick 
Wolfsie
Columnist

Itching to Know What Dick Wrote? Read On
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3,000 Books
Olivia and Charlotte Nunan, age 3, have completed the Crawfordsville 
District Public Library program “1,000 Books Before Kindergarten” for 
the third time. Along with their parents, Jennifer and Seth Nunan, they 
have read 3,000 books. Their favorite book is How I Met My Monster by 
Amanda Noll. Dad said, “Our family has been participating in the summer 
reading program for over 10 years now. The girls love listening to and 
pretending to read all of their “stories”! Thank you CDPL!”  
The Crawfordsville District Public Library congratulates Olivia and Char-
lotte and their family on this remarkable achievement and celebrates their 
dedication to building strong reading habits at an early age.

Sen. Deery Shares Update
Shrinking Govern-

ment
I am a firm believer in 

the Mitch Daniels Doc-
trine that government 
should be both limited 
and well run.

Too often, elected offi-
cials focus on one or the 
other, but not both.

Focusing exclusively 
on limiting government 
leads to missed oppor-
tunities to improve the 
lives of constituents 
and to excuses such as, 
“That’s what we should 
expect,” when govern-
ment programs fall 
short.

Meanwhile, attempt-
ing to solve all of soci-
ety’s problems through 
government without 
recognizing govern-
ment’s limitations leads 
to higher taxes and a 
loss of individual liberty 
and personal respon-
sibility. This approach 
is often associated 
with an overly intru-
sive government that 
pursues objectives it is 
ill-suited to address. 
The sometimes uncom-
fortable reality is that 
not every problem has 
a governmental solu-
tion. Some challenges 
can only be addressed 
by stronger families, 
thriving churches, well-
run charities and good 
citizenship.

Inevitably, a myopic 
focus on either ap-

proach wastes taxpayer 
funds in ways I do 
not support. Instead, 
as your state senator, 
I have consistently 
worked to support laws 
that eliminate red tape, 
strengthen efficiency 
and improve the effec-
tiveness of state govern-
ment.

For example, this year 
I supported new laws 
year that: 

Reduce outdated and 
unneeded regulations in 
K-12 education; 

Improve government 
efficiency;

Cut red tape for Hoo-
sier farmers; and 

Remove overly bur-
densome requirements 
for pharmacists. 

I have also support-
ed significant tax cuts 
and sought to empower 
families, churches and 
charities to lead in ad-
dressing the problems 
they are best suited to 
address.

Ultimately, my goal 
is the betterment of our 
state and its people. 

That requires effective 
policies, well-run gov-
ernment and a govern-
ment that is limited in 
scope.

Government works 
best when it is both 
effective and limited — 
the principle that has 
guided my work in the 
state senate. 

State Seeking Gold-
en Hoosier Nomina-
tions

Indiana is now ac-
cepting nominations for 
the 2026 Golden Hoo-
sier Award, which rec-
ognizes senior citizens 
for their lifetime of 
volunteer service to our 
local communities.

The award is open to 
any Hoosier 65 and old-
er who has volunteered 
in their communities 
for the past three years 
or more. 

State Sen. Spencer 
Deery (R-West Lafayette) 
represents Senate District 
23, which includes Foun-
tain, Parke, Vermillion 
and Warren counties, and 
portions of Montgomery 
and Tippecanoe counties.

Spencer 
Deery

State Senator

It had been 12 years since 
the last time Purdue men’s 
basketball coach Matt 
Painter went all in on a re-
cruit like he did with Tyler 
Zeller in 2007.

Painter’s target was 7-1 
five-star center Hunter 
Dickinson of DeMatha 
Catholic High School in 
Hyattsville, Md.

Like any good recruiter, 
Painter had a Plan B in 6-11 
four-star center Ryan Kalk-
brenner of St. Louis and a 
Plan C in 6-9 power for-
ward Ben Carlson of Wood-
bury, Minn. Kalkbrenner 
was ranked 75th in the 
Class of 2020 by 247Sports 
and was regarded by that 
organization as the premier 
shot blocker in the nation. 
Carlson was rated 82nd.

For a while, it appeared 
Dickinson had a mutual in-
terest in the Boilermakers.

The first mention of Dick-
inson as a recruiting target 
came in the Oct. 9, 2018, 
edition of the Lafayette 
Journal and Courier. The 
headline stated “Top 20 
Dickinson likes that Purdue 
is prioritizing him.”

“They talked a lot about 
Isaac Haas and how they 
developed him,” Dickinson 
told Jason Jordan of USA 
Today Sports. “They said 
that I’m a lot more skilled 
than he was so they feel like 
they could take me even 
further. They play a lot 
through their bigs and that 
would, obviously, be good 
for me.”

Purdue continued to press 
for Dickinson, especially 
after landing commitments 
from future NBA lottery 
pick Jaden Ivey and Penn-
sylvania Mr. Basketball 
Ethan Morton.

“From the beginning, 

they’ve been saying I’m 
the key piece to the class,” 
Dickinson told Nathan 
Baird of the Lafayette Jour-
nal and Courier in its May 
13, 2019 edition.

Dickinson also noted he 
shared a kindred sense 
of humor with Painter. 
Dickinson acknowledged 
a basketball relationship 
with Ivey. The duo took 
their official visits to West 
Lafayette and Notre Dame 
together.

But something changed 
between May and October.

Just like when Zeller 
chose North Carolina 12 
years earlier, Purdue fans 
were disappointed to learn 
the Boilermakers were not 
among Dickinson’s final 
four schools when he went 
public with his list on Oct. 
3, 2019. Duke, Florida 
State, Michigan and Notre 
Dame made Dickinson’s 
cut.

By this time, Plans B and 
C were gone. Kalkbrenner 
committed to Creighton on 
Sept. 23. Five days earlier, 
Carlson selected Wisconsin.

Dickinson committed to 
Michigan on Dec. 20, citing 
his relationship with head 
coach Juwan Howard. “I 
believe that he will devel-
op me and get me to reach 
my full potential,” Dickin-
son told Evan Daniels of 
247Sports.

Painter’s Plan D turned 
out to be one of the greatest 
players in college basketball 
history.

The first mention of 
Zach Edey in the Lafayette 
Journal and Courier came 
on Nov. 10, just a few days 
before national signing day. 
Mike Carmin reported that 
the 7-3 center attending 
IMG Academy in Florida 

had chosen the Boilermak-
ers over Baylor and Santa 
Clara.

Edey’s commitment was 
so underwhelming that 
Carmin’s story was placed 
on Page B3 of the Sunday 
sports section.

“They have a really good 
reputation with people of 
my stature,” Edey told Car-
min. “When I went there, it 
felt right in my gut.”

Edey was originally part 
of the 2021 class but moved 
up a year when he moved to 
IMG Academy from Toron-
to, Canada. Edey said he 
was offered a scholarship 
by Purdue in early October, 
presumably days after Dick-
inson eliminated Purdue 
from consideration.

While Purdue’s develop-
ment of A.J. Hammons, 
Caleb Swanigan, Isaac Haas 
and Matt Haarms didn’t 
impress Dickinson, Edey 
called that history “a strong 
selling point.”

Edey, Ivey and Morton 
signed their letters of intent 
on Nov. 13. In one of the 
all-time understatements, 
Painter told Baird that 
Edey “is somewhere be-
tween Isaac Haas and Matt 
Haarms.”

With apologies to Haas 
and Haarms, that’s like 
saying my basketball skills 
are somewhere between 
Michael Jordan and LeBron 
James.

“He’s got tremendous 
upside and can move really 
well for someone his size,” 
Painter said of Edey. “He 
can get up and down the 
court and has a really good 
feel for what is happening 
on the floor. He isn’t just 
a low-post player and that 
is something that is devel-
oping with his size. We are 
really looking forward to 
helping him develop and 
working with him.”

By the time Edey ar-
rived in West Lafayette, he 
stood 7-4 and weighed 285 
pounds. One obstacle to 
playing time as a freshman 
was gone as well. Haarms 
surprised Painter by enter-
ing the transfer portal in 
April. He enraged Painter 
by telling a Rivals.com 
reporter that he was look-

ing for “a place where I can 
showcase an NBA-ready 
skill set.”

Haarms would never sniff 
the NBA. Edey on the other 
hand …

His first game in gold and 
black was a sign of things 
to come. Edey scored 19 
points on 9 of 10 shooting 
to lead Purdue past Liberty 
77-64 at the Space Coast 
Challenge in Melbourne, 
Fla. The next night, Edey 
again led Purdue with 17 
points in an 81-70 loss to 
Clemson in the champion-
ship game. Edey was select-
ed to the All-Tournament 
team.

Edey would average 8.7 
points and 4.4 rebounds as 
a freshman playing behind 
Trevion Williams. Those 
totals jumped to 14.4 points 
and 7.7 rebounds as a soph-
omore when Edey became 
a starter. Williams became 
the Big Ten’s Sixth Man 
of the Year, averaging 12 
points and 7.4 rebounds.

The NBA began to take 
notice of Edey during his 
junior season, when he av-
eraged 22.3 points and 12.9 
rebounds a game to win his 
first unanimous National 
Player of the Year honors as 
well as the Kareem Ab-
dul-Jabbar and Pete Newell 
awards as the nation’s best 
big man and Big Ten Player 
of the Year honors.

On his way to taking 
Purdue to the 2024 NCAA 
title game, Edey became 
the first player since Oscar 
Robertson in 1960 to lead 
the country in scoring and 
make a Final Four. Edey 
also became the first player 
since UCLA’s Bill Walton in 
1972 and 1973 to sweep the 
six major National Player of 
the Year awards in consecu-
tive seasons.

Defying the widespread 
belief that the NBA is no 
longer a big man league, 
Edey went ninth overall to 
the Memphis Grizzlies in 
the 2024 NBA Draft. He 
made the NBA All-Rookie 
first team after averaging 
9.2 points and 8.3 re-
bounds. Edey was putting 
up 13.6 points and 11.1 
rebounds a game when his 
second NBA season was 

ended by injury after just 11 
games.

As for Dickinson? He 
transferred to Kansas for a 
big NIL payday after three 
seasons at Michigan. In five 
collegiate seasons (thanks 
to the extra COVID year 
granted by the NCAA), he 
averaged 17.4 points and 
9.2 rebounds.

Dickinson was not taken 
in the 2025 NBA Draft and 
played five games with the 
New Orleans Pelicans this 
past season on a two-way 
contract that saw him play 
much of the year with the 
NBA G-League Birmingham 
Squadron.

Kalkbrenner played all 
five seasons at Creighton, 
winning the Kareem Ab-
dul-Jabbar Award in 2025. 
After averaging 14.5 points 
and 6.8 rebounds for the 
Blue Jays, Kalkbrenner 
went 34th overall to the 
Charlotte Hornets in the 
2025 NBA Draft. He started 
31 games as a rookie this 
past season, averaging 7.6 
points and 5.5 rebounds.

Carlson started two 
games in two seasons at 
Wisconsin before playing 
his final two years at Utah. 
He averaged 5.6 points as a 
senior.

Next time: The conclusion 
of our series with yet anoth-
er decommitment changing 
the future of Purdue basket-
ball.

 Kenny Thompson is the 
former sports editor for the 
Lafayette Journal & Courier 
and an award-winning jour-
nalist. He has covered Purdue 
athletics for many years.

From Page B3 to Top of Boilermaker Basketball

SPORTS, 
SPORTS, & 

MORE SPORTS
with Ken Thompson

Zach Edey
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History is often written 
by the one who holds the 
pen and feels something is 
worth writing about. While 
that statement might come 
across as a tautology, it’s a 
twist on history being writ-
ten by the victor. However, 
in the above statement is a 
truth that history is often 
the teaching of one import-
ant event, while there exists 
in the periphery, another 
event of equal importance 
that doesn’t get mentioned.  

Americans have heard of 
the Boston Tea Party: Bos-
tonians engaging in cultural 
misappropriation and dress-
ing as Native Americans 
to throw tea into Boston 
Harbor. However, most 
Americans haven’t heard of 
another tea party that oc-
curred the following year a 
few hundred miles south in 
Edenton, North Carolina.  

The Edenton Tea Party.  
I certainly hadn’t heard of 

the Edenton Tea Party until 
my wife mentioned it while 
we were vacationing in 
North Carolina a few years 
ago.  

My wife is distantly 
related to the Declaration 
Signer Joseph Hewes, 
so she had done enough 
research on him to know 
he was engaged, and his 
fiancée Isabella Johnston 
died days before their 1766 
wedding. My wife originally 
was searching for Isabella’s 
grave in Edenton when she 
mentioned to me that Pe-
nelope Barker was nearby. 

“Who’s that?” said the 
history nerd.  

“She organized the Eden-

ton Tea Party.” Replied an 
even nerdier history nerd. 

It was already dark when 
we showed up at the John-
ston Plantation Cemetery 
on that July Fourth evening. 
We were on a time crunch, 
so we decided to use our cell 
phone flashlights and walk 
to the cemetery.  

Walking around an aban-
doned plantation at night, 
with flashlights: what could 
possibly go wrong? Now the 
question the reader is dying 
to know, were we trespass-
ing? It was a public access 
road, so no. 

About 50 yards from 
where we parked our cars, 
we found the cemetery, and 
found a way in. In the ceme-
tery are some of North Car-
olina’s elite. James Iredell, 
one of the first six Supreme 
Court Justices, is buried 
there. Also buried there is 
Samuel Johnston, the first 
Governor of North Caroli-
na. His daughter Isabella 
Johnston is buried without 
a marker. However, as my 
wife remarked, “you feel a 
certain closeness to some-
one when you are standing 
on the same spot famous 
people stood at when they 
wept.” 

Back to Penelope Bark-
er, tea party organizer. We 
found her grave next to 
Associate Justice Irdell and 
Governor Johnston. 

Born in 1728, Penelope 
Padgett-Barker lived in 
Edenton for her whole life. 
Married three times, she 
had five children and was 
stepmother to four more. 
Being that she was married 
to three different mer-
chants, their ships that came 

and went out of Edenton 
didn’t just carry goods, but 
ideas. She was a woman 
ahead of her time, literate 
and unfettered by many of 
society’s expectations that 
women should be silent and 
subservient.

I learned that she orga-
nized Edenton’s Tea Par-
ty in October of 1774, to 
protest taxation on goods. 
In protest, 51 of the town’s 
women signed a resolution 
to not drink tea because the 
taxes on that tea were used 
to appoint judges who were 
sympathetic to the Crown. 
In a time when King George 
III was seen as anointed by 
God himself, the act was at 
best sedition, and at worst 
treasonous. This was a big 
deal and was praised in the 
newspapers in the Colonies 
at the time. However, after 
the Revolution, this episode 
faded into history until 
the first writings about it 
showed up in 1892.  

I decided to research fur-
ther for this article and real-
ized that this was uniquely 
different from the Boston 
Tea Party for a multitude of 
reasons. For starters, the 51 
women who signed the pact, 
didn’t hide their identities. 
In fact, a copy of the pact 
was sent to London to be 
published; we still know 
who they are.  

Secondly, during a time 
when women’s voices were 
not welcomed in politics, 
there is an argument to be 
made, and I’ll affirm it, that 
this was perhaps the first 
formal organized protest 
and act of women’s activism 
in what is now the United 
States.  

The Other Tea Party
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RUSTY
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help a powerful corpo-
ration, the East India 
Company, by giving it a 
tax break, while colo-
nial merchants feared 
being undercut. Our 
founding tax story is, 
in fact, a story about 
taxation WITH rep-
resentation– and no 
breaks to corporations 
that are determined to 
be too big to fail.

 The question, then 
and now, remains: 
what role does taxa-
tion (and allocation of 
public funds) play in 
citizens’ engagement in 
self-governance?

 In The Price of 
Democracy, William-
son compiles a robust 
history of taxation, 
showing that citizens 
have not always treated 
taxes as tyranny. What 
Americans wanted 
was a fair taxation 
system that provided a 
better way to support 
economic opportunity 
across the entire pop-
ulation, rather than a 
consolidation of wealth 
for an elite few.

 Rather than being 
a sign of submission 
to government, pay-
ing taxes is an act of 
patriotism, a way for 
ordinary Americans 
to claim power in a 
democracy and insist 
that the system work 
for everyone, not just 
the wealthy few. In 

Williamson’s extensive 
narrative of the US’s 
tax history, we see that 
patriotic taxpayers 
have repeatedly used 
that power to widen 
the circle of “We the 
People” and to demand 
public systems that 
allow all of us to thrive.

 The story we weren’t 
told

 When William-
son looks across U.S. 
history, she finds that 
taxes have become 
truly controversial not 
whenever government 
raises revenue, but 
when the “scope of 
the public” is up for 
debate—when we fight 
over who belongs in 
“We the People,” who 
counts as a full citizen, 
and whose needs public 
money should serve.

 Again and again, 
poorer and exclud-
ed Americans have 
agitated for broad-
based taxation to fund 
schools, infrastructure, 
and social insurance 
that make real citizen-
ship possible, while 
wealthy interests have 
mobilized to narrow 
the tax base and con-
strain democracy. Even 
Milton Friedman, who 
wanted to free markets 
to serve shareholders, 
acknowledged that 
some sectors should 
be given freedom from 
profit-driven and free 

to serve the greater 
good. The question for 
citizens is:

 Do we want health-
care to render share-
holders wealthier?

Or offer healthcare 
because every person 
has inherent value?

 Do we want tui-
tion-based education to 
profit corporations?

Or do we want free 
education for all to 
build innovation and 
opportunity?

 Do we want families 
to be able to decide 
how to earn enough to 
cover their household 
costs—one earner or 
two—while raising 
children?

 The purpose of gov-
ernment

 The Constitution 
sketches the minimum 
duties of the federal 
government—regulat-
ing commerce, provid-
ing for the common 
defense, maintaining 
a functioning union. 
But as Danny Werfel, 
now IRS Commission-
er, recently pointed 
put out in a discussion 
with Williamson, the 
government role most 
of us actually live 
with shows up in far 
more ordinary places: 
“the trash needs to be 
picked up on Thurs-
day,” airplanes must 
not “crash into each 
other,” food must be 

“safe from food-borne 
illnesses,” and “the 
potholes need to be 
refilled”—and none of 
that “comes free.”

 If you talk to mid-
dle- and lower-income 
families, you hear a 
similar definition of 
what government is 
for: safe streets, reli-
able schools, clean wa-
ter, affordable health-
care, and the chance to 
move from precarity to 
stability. Williamson’s 
research shows that 
most Americans al-
ready see paying taxes 
as a civic duty closely 
tied to these shared 
goals; they are not 
instinctively antitax. 
What they resent is not 
taxation itself, but sys-
tems that feel rigged—
where wage earners see 
every paycheck clipped 
while billionaires and 
large corporations hire 
specialists to avoid 
contributing at compa-
rable rates.

 Williamson argues 
that “taxes are the 
public’s most powerful 
weapon in the fight 
for a real democracy,” 
because deciding who 
pays—and who bene-
fits—determines who 
holds power.

 Patriotism as shared 
investment 

If paying taxes is a 
key expression of citi-
zenship, then fairness 

is not just a budget 
question—it is a demo-
cratic one. Williamson 
documents how, across 
the 250-year-plus 
history of America, 
wealthy elites have 
repeatedly fought 
to limit progressive 
taxation while simulta-
neously backing efforts 
to restrict voting and 
redraw districts in ways 
that dilute the political 
power of those who 
would prefer a more 
equal society. In this 
light, so‑called “tax re-
volts” are often, at bot-
tom, political revolts 
against a democracy 
inclusive of the work-
ing-class and people of 
all backgrounds, who 
are fully included in 
“We the People.” 

A system in which 
lower- and mid-
dle‑income taxpayers 
shoulder a dispropor-
tionate share of the 
load while the top 10 
percent quietly detach 
themselves is corrosive 
to patriotism. When 
everyday taxpayers feel 
that those who have 
benefited most from 
our economic system 
contribute least, they 
reasonably ask whether 
the rules are written 
to serve the public or 
a narrow oligarchy. By 
contrast, a tax system 
in which the wealthy 
pay more because 

they have gained more 
from stable markets, 
educated workers, and 
modern infrastruc-
ture reflects the older 
American intuition 
that opportunity comes 
with obligation.

 The patriotic task 
is two-fold. First, we 
should insist that 
everyone—including 
the wealthiest among 
us—pay a fair share, 
so that the benefits 
of American life are 
not financed dispro-
portionately by those 
with the least cushion. 
Second, we should pair 
that commitment with 
robust civic participa-
tion: learning how our 
government works, 
voting in every elec-
tion, and supporting 
the unglamorous but 
essential work of the 
many government 
agencies like the USDA, 
EPA, CDC, NIH, TSA, 
IRS, DOE, FEMA, NFS, 
NPS, and more.

 The League of Women 
Voters is a nonpartisan, 
multi-issue political 
organization which 
encourages informed and 
active participation in 
government. For infor-
mation about the League, 
visit the website www.
lwvmontcoin.org; or, vis-
it the League of Women 
Voters of Montgomery 
County, Indiana Face-
book page.

LEAGUE
Continued from Page 1

provided by the “spe-
cial minimum benefit” 
option. In other words, 
people get a higher 
benefit because their 
SS benefit is based 
upon their actual life-
time earnings vs. an ar-
tificially created special 
minimum benefit. In 
short, the existing SS 
benefit formula usually 
provides more than the 
established “special 
minimum benefit.” 

The SS benefit 
program is based on 
each person’s average 
monthly income over 
their lifetime. Howev-
er, it is very important 
to understand that 
the program is also 
designed to provide a 
higher monthly ben-
efit to those with a 
lower lifetime income. 
Thus, the percentage 
of “replacement in-
come” for those with 
lower lifetime earn-
ings is more than it is 
for those with higher 
lifetime earnings. Typ-
ically, a lower-lifetime 
income person will 
get about 40% of their 

average pre-retirement 
monthly income as 
their Social Security 
benefit, whereas a 
higher-income person 
will get about 20% or 
less of their pre-re-
tirement monthly 
average income. In this 
way, Social Security is 
already a “progressive” 
program. But it’s im-
portant to understand 
also that Social Securi-
ty, from its beginning, 
was never meant to 
provide 100% of a per-
son’s income needs in 
retirement. Thus, each 
beneficiary should plan 
to supplement their 
retirement income in 
other ways (such as 
retirement savings, 
investment income, 
working longer, work-
ing part-time, etc.). 

Having said that, it is 
also important to know 
that Social Security is 
a completely self-sus-
taining program and 
not dependent on 
general public funding, 
which would make it 
more susceptible to 
political shenanigans 

(imagine giving re-elec-
tion seeking politicians 
easy access to Social 
Security’s separately 
held resources). While 
it is certainly true that 
the government spends 
freely on “welfare 
programs” for those 
who have not worked, 
Social Security is not 
a program which is 
dependent on govern-
ment largesse. Rather, 
it is a benefit which is 
earned by working and 
contributing to the pro-
gram, which provides 
retirement benefits 
based upon each per-
son’s average lifetime 
work income.

If you expect finan-
cial difficulties when 
you retire, I encourage 
you to visit this web-
site sponsored by the 
National Council on 
Aging (www.benefits-
checkup.org). Here 
you can enter your zip 
code and find many 
public programs which 
you might be eligible 
for where you live, 
including assistance 
with healthcare costs, 

housing, utilities, etc.
This article is intended 

for information purposes 
only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. Russell Gloor 
is the, National Social 
Security Advisor at the 
AMAC Foundation, the 
non-profit arm of the 
Association of Mature 
American Citizens. To 
submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.

WWW.SANDERSFUNERALCARE .COM

OUR FAMILY  
CARING FOR YOURS.

315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN 
(765) 362-6849

202 Bratton Rd, Waynetown, IN 
765-234-2224

203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN
765-397-3499

FUNERAL  CARE
Sanders



6 THE PAPER OF MONTGOMERY COUNTYWEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026

State Updates Defective Product List
Attorney General Todd Roki-

ta is alerting Hoosiers to over 
40 recalled products during the 
month of May. The U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Com-
mission listed recalled items in 
multiple areas, from furniture, 
to sporting equipment, to chil-
dren’s toys, and more.

   “With summer coming and 
the weather warming up, a lot 
of us are eager to get outside 
and enjoy being active,” said 
Rokita. “That’s exactly why it 
is so important to make sure 
the products we’re using -- 
whether it’s outdoor furniture, 
sports gear, kids’ toys, or even 
water bottles -- are safe. A few 
quick checks can help keep the 
fun going without any serious 
risks.” 

  The Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission re-
ports the following products 
were recalled in May:    

Furniture:
 Joy Furniture Recalls 

Talan and Royce Living Room 
Furniture Sets Due to Risk 
of Serious Injury from a Fire 
Hazard: The power switch on 
the sofa, loveseat, or recliner 
can malfunction and overheat 
posing a risk of serious injury 
from a fire hazard. 

Walmart Recalls Mainstays 
9-Drawer Fabric Dressers 
Due to Risk of Serious Injury 
or Death from Tip-Over and 
Entrapment Hazards; Vio-
lates Mandatory Standard for 
Clothing Storage Units:  The 
recalled dressers are unstable 
if they are not anchored to 
the wall, posing tip-over and 
entrapment hazards that can 
result in risk of serious inju-
ries or death to children. The 
dressers violate the mandatory 
safety standard as required by 
the STURDY Act.  

Giantex Recalls Lounge 
Chairs Due to Amputation 
Hazard: Consumers can place 
their fingers in a pinch point, 
when adjusting the lounge 
chair, posing an amputation 
risk. 

PandaEar Recalls Portable 
Hook-On Chairs Due to Risk of 
Serious Injury or Death from 
Fall Hazard; Violates Man-
datory Standard for Portable 
Hook-On Chairs: The recalled 
portable hook-on chairs vio-
late the mandatory standard 
for portable hook-on chairs be-
cause the crotch restraints can 
be removed without the use 
of a tool and infants can fall 
through an opening, posing a 
deadly fall hazard. 

World Bright International 
Limited Recalls Agio Menlo 
Woven Patio Swings Due to 
Risk of Serious Injury or Death 
from Fall Hazard; Sold at Cost-
co: The swing seat can detach 
from the frame while in use, 
posing a risk of serious injury 
or death from a fall hazard. 

Minka Lighting Group 
Recalls Bardon Series Pendant 
Light Fixtures Due to Risk 
of Serious Injury or Death 
from an Impact Hazard: The 
recalled light fixture’s frame 
can detach from the pendant 
downrod during installation, 
posing a risk of serious inju-
ry or death from an impact 
hazard. 

Svnntaa Bed Rails Recalled 
Due to Risk of Serious Injury 
or Death from Entrapment and 
Asphyxiation Hazards; Vio-
lates Mandatory Standard for 
Adult Portable Bed Rails; Sold 
on Amazon by Eokeanon: The 
recalled bed rails violate the 
mandatory standard for adult 
portable bed rails  because 
users can become entrapped 
within the bed rail or between 
the bed rail and the side of 
the mattress, posing a serious 
entrapment hazard and risk 
of death by asphyxiation. The 
bed rails do not meet struc-
tural stability or retention 
strap requirements, posing a 
fall hazard. Furthermore, the 
bed rails’ push pins and push 
pin holes are incorrectly sized, 
posing a laceration hazard. 

EVLWZL and Gunugu Mat-
tresses Recalled Due to Risk of 
Serious Injury or Death from 
Fire Hazard; Violates Man-
datory Standard for Mattress 
Flammability: The mattresses 
violate the mandatory flamma-
bility standard for mattresses, 

posing a risk of serious injury 
or death from fire. 

Sport:
Missry Associates Recalls 

Misco Sports Light-Up Racket 
Sets Due to Risk of Serious 
Injury or Death from Battery 
Ingestion; Violate Mandatory 
Standard for Toys: The racket 
sets violate the mandatory 
standard for toys  because the 
screw on the racket used to se-
cure the battery compartment 
does not remain attached when 
opened, and the button cell 
batteries in the shuttlecock can 
be easily accessed by children. 
If button cell or coin batteries 
are swallowed, the ingested 
batteries can cause serious 
injuries, including internal 
chemical burns, and death. 

Missry Associates Recalls 
Misco Sports Badminton Toy 
Sets Due to Risk of Serious 
Injury or Death from Battery 
Ingestion; Violates Mandatory 
Standard for Toys: The Mis-
co Sports Badminton Toy 
Sets violate the mandatory 
safety standard for children’s 
toys because the shuttlecocks 
contain button cell batteries 
that can be easily accessed by 
children. When button cell or 
coin batteries are swallowed, 
the ingested batteries can 
cause serious injuries, internal 
chemical burns and deaths. 

Multi-Purpose Helmets 
Recalled Due to Risk of Serious 
Injury or Death from Head 
Injury; Violates Mandatory 
Standard for Bicycle Helmets; 
Sold on Temu by Foubeaka 
and Geniuss: The recalled 
helmets violate the mandato-
ry safety standard for bicycle 
helmets because the helmets 
do not comply with the posi-
tional stability and certification 
requirements. The helmets 
can fail to protect the user in 
the event of a crash, posing a 
serious risk of injury or death 
due to head injury. 

BRP Recalls Can-Am 
All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) 
Due to Risk of Serious Injury 
and Death from Crash Hazard: 
The ATV’s speed limiter con-
trol can malfunction, causing 
unexpected speed and accel-
eration, posing a serious risk 
of injury or death from crash 
hazard. 

Amazon Recalls Amazon 
Basics 55 Lbs. Adjustable 
Dumbbells Due to Impact 
Hazard: The weight plates 
can fail to engage completely 
during weight adjustment and 
dislodge from the dumbbell 
handle when used, posing an 
impact hazard.  

Resistance Bands Recalled 
Due to Serious Injury from 
Impact Hazard; Imported by 
HomeProGym: The recalled 
resistance bands can forceful-
ly separate from the handle 
during use, posing a risk of 
serious injury from impact 
hazard. 

Favoto Bicycle Helmets 
Recalled Due to Risk of Serious 
Head Injury; Violate Man-
datory Standard for Bicycle 
Helmets; Sold on Amazon by 
Favoto: The recalled hel-
mets violate the mandatory 
safety standard for bicycle 
helmets because they do not 
comply with the positional 
stability, labeling and certifica-
tion requirements. The helmets 
can fail to protect the user in 
the event of a crash, posing a 
serious risk of injury or death 
due to head injury. 

Toys/Equipment:
MiniWarGaming and Primal 

Horizon Disc Magnets Recalled 
Due to Risk of Serious Inju-
ry or Death from Ingestion; 
Violate Mandatory Standard 
for Magnets; Imported by 
MiniWarGaming: The magnets 
violate the mandatory safety 
standard for magnets  because 
the high-powered magnets 
fit within CPSC’s small parts 
cylinder and are stronger than 
permitted, posing a deadly 
ingestion hazard to children. 
When high-powered magnets 
are swallowed, the ingested 
magnets can attract each other, 
or other metal objects, and 
become lodged in the diges-
tive system. This can result in 
perforations, twisting, and/
or blockage of the intestines, 
blood poisoning and death. 

Daoen Recalls Zen Magnetic 
Promotional Ball Sets Due to 
Risk of Serious Injury or Death 
from Magnet Ingestion; Violate 
Mandatory Standard for Toys: 
The recalled magnetic balls 
violate the mandatory stan-
dard for toys  because they are 
loose high-powered magnets, 
posing an ingestion hazard to 
children. When high-powered 
magnets are swallowed, they 
can attract each other, or other 
metal objects, and become 
lodged in the digestive system. 
This can result in perforations, 
twisting, and/or blockage of 
the intestines, blood poisoning 
and death. 

Lil Pick Up Recalls Youth 
All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) 
Due to Risk of Serious Injury 
or Death from Crash and Burn 
Hazards; Violates Mandato-
ry Standard for ATVs: The 
recalled youth ATVs violate the 
federal mandatory ATV safety 
standard , posing a risk of seri-
ous injury or death. The youth 
ATVs fail to meet mechanical 
suspension requirements, and 
the reverse indicator light fails 
to illuminate, posing a crash 
hazard. The parking brakes fail 
to hold, posing a collision haz-
ard. Additionally, the surfaces 
near the footwell can reach 
high temperatures, posing a 
risk of severe burns. 

ABC Trading Recalls Chil-
dren’s Toys Due to Risk of 
Serious Injury or Death from 
Battery Ingestion; Violates 
Mandatory Standard for Toys: 
The recalled children’s toys 
violate the mandatory standard 
for toys  because they contain 
button cell batteries and the 
compartments that hold the 
batteries can be easily accessed 
by children, posing a deadly 
ingestion hazard to children. 
When button cell and coin 
batteries are swallowed, the 
ingested batteries can cause 
serious injuries, internal chem-
ical burns and death. 

 Orb Funkee Squeeze Toys 
Recalled Due to Risk of Serious 
Injury or Death from Asbes-
tos Exposure; Imported by 
The Orb Factory: The recalled 
Orb Funkee squeeze toys may 
contain fibrous tremolite (as-
bestos) in the sand, which can 
cause adverse health issues if 
inhaled 

Cosyland Children’s Tower 
Stools Recalled Due to Risk of 
Serious Injury and Death from 
Entrapment and Fall Hazards; 
Imported by Cosyland Offi-
cial: The recalled tower stools 
can collapse or tip over while 
in use, and a child’s torso can 
fit through the openings on the 
front and back sides, posing a 
risk of serious injury and death 
due to tip over, fall and entrap-
ment hazards. 

Guidecraft Children’s Stand-
ing Towers Recalled Due to 
Risk of Serious Injury from 
Fall Hazard: The platform 
inside the recalled tower can 
loosen over time, causing it to 
become unstable or detach, 
and ultimately posing a fall 
hazard to young children. 

Tiyol Pull String Teething 
Toys Recalled Due to Risk of 
Serious Injury or Death from 
Choking; Violates Mandatory 
Standard for Toys; Sold on 
Amazon by ZW Creations: The 
recalled teething toys vio-
late the mandatory standard 
for toys because the silicone 
strings are smaller and longer 
than permitted. The silicone 
strings can reach the back of 
the throat and become lodged, 
posing a risk of respiratory 
distress and becoming a deadly 
choking hazard. 

ZMC Group Recalls Multiple 
Light Up Toys Due to Risk of 
Serious Injury or Death from 
Battery Ingestion; Violate 
Mandatory Standard for 
Toys: The recalled toys violate 
the mandatory safety standard 
for children’s toys because the 
toy contains button cell batter-
ies that can be easily accessed 
by children. If button cell or 
coin batteries are swallowed, 
the ingested batteries can 
cause serious injuries, includ-
ing internal chemical burns, 
and death. 

Rainbow Wall Toys Re-
called Due to Risk of Serious 
Injury or Death from Choking 

Hazard; Violate Mandatory 
Standard for Children’s Toys; 
Sold on Amazon by Justforjoy-
ful:  The recalled toys violate 
the mandatory safety standard 
for children’s toys because the 
drumstick that is attached to 
the xylophone component has 
a spherical end that can pose a 
choking hazard. 

Electronics:
 Tzumi Electronics Recalls 

SLF Sauna Blankets Due to 
Fire and Burn Hazards: The 
recalled sauna blankets can 
overheat, posing fire and burn 
hazards. 

Lithium Coin Batteries Re-
called Due to Battery Inges-
tion; Violates Federal Statute 
for Child-Resistant Packaging 
of Coin Batteries; Imported 
by Proudly American Store, 
of Canada: The recalled coin 
batteries are not in child-resis-
tant packaging and do not bear 
the warning labels required 
under Reese’s Law. When 
button cell or coin batteries are 
swallowed, the ingested batter-
ies can cause serious injuries, 
internal chemical burns, and 
death. 

Bethlehem Lights Recalls 
Bethlehem Lights 10-inch Illu-
minated Ribbon Spheres Due 
to Risk of Serious Injury or 
Death from Fire Hazard; Sold 
by QVC: The LED lights on the 
recalled illuminated spheres 
can overheat, posing a risk of 
serious injury or death from a 
fire hazard.  

Lithium Coin Batteries 
Recalled Due to Risk of Serious 
Injury or Death from Battery 
Ingestion; Violates Federal 
Statute for Child-Resistant 
Packaging of Coin Batteries; 
Imported and Sold on Ama-
zon by LiCB: The recalled coin 
batteries are not in child-resis-
tant packaging and do not bear 
the warning labels required 
under Reese’s Law. When 
button cell or coin batteries are 
swallowed, the ingested batter-
ies can cause serious injuries, 
internal chemical burns, and 
death. 

EEMB USA Recalls Battery 
Pouches Due to Risk of Serious 
Injury or Death from Battery 
Ingestion; Violate Federal 
Statute for Child-Resistant 
Packaging of Coin Batteries: 
The lithium coin batteries 
are in pouches that are not 
child-resistant as required 
under Reese’s Law. If a child 
swallows button cell or coin 
batteries, the ingested batter-
ies can cause serious injuries, 
including internal chemical 
burns and death. 

Outdoor:
 Giantex Recalls Giantex 

and Costway Portable Steam 
Saunas Due to Burn Hazard: 
The sauna’s steam diffuser can 
be positioned too close to a 
consumer’s body, allowing hot 
steam to come in contact with 
user, posing a burn hazard. 

Petzl America Recalls AS-
TRO BOD FAST, ASTRO SIT 
FAST and CANYON GUIDE 
Harnesses Due to Risk of Seri-
ous Injury or Death from Fall 
Hazard: The recalled harness’ 
D-ring can release, allowing 
the attachment point to open, 
posing a risk of serious injury 
or death from a fall hazard. 

Petzl America Recalls SIMBA 
and SWAN EASYFIT Har-
nesses Due to Risk of Serious 
Injury or Death from Fall 
Hazard: The recalled harnesses 
are missing rivets in the FAST 
LT PIN-LOCK buckles, causing 
the buckles to open, posing a 
risk of serious injury or death 
from a fall hazard.  

Superbobi Pool Drain Covers 
Recalled Due to Risk of Serious 
Injury or Death from Entrap-
ment and Drowning Hazards; 
Violates Virginia Graeme Baker 
Pool & Spa Safety Act; Manu-
factured by Remy&shop:  The 
recalled drain covers violate 
the entrapment protection 
standards of the Virginia 
Graeme Baker Pool and Spa 
Safety Act (VGBA), posing 
entrapment and drowning haz-
ards to swimmers and bathers. 

Generac Power Systems 
Expands Recall of Generac 
and DR Power Electric Start 
Pressure Washers Due to Risk 
of Serious Injury or Death from 
Carbon Monoxide Hazard; 

Includes Additional Mod-
els: The electronic start/stop 
button on the pressure washer 
can malfunction and self-start, 
posing a risk of serious injury 
or death due to carbon monox-
ide poisoning, if the unit is in a 
confined space.  

Accessories:
Luminous Fidget Spinner 

Balls Recalled Due to Risk of 
Serious Injury or Death from 
Battery Ingestion; Violates 
Mandatory Standard for Toys; 
Sold on Amazon by Anzmto-
sn: The recalled toys violate 
the mandatory safety standard 
for toys  because the mini 
flashlight included with the 
fidget spinner balls contains 
button cell batteries that can 
be easily accessed by children. 
If button cell or coin batteries 
are swallowed, the ingested 
batteries can cause serious 
injuries, including internal 
chemical burns, and death.  

Drinkware:
 ABC Trading Recalls WSDZ 

Light-up Glasses Due to Risk 
of Serious Injury or Death 
from Battery Ingestion; Violate 
Mandatory Standard for Con-
sumer Products with Button 
Cell Batteries: The recalled 
glasses violate the mandatory 
standard for consumer prod-
ucts with button cell and coin 
batteries because the button 
cell batteries can be accessed 
easily by children, posing an 
ingestion hazard. Additionally, 
the packaging and product do 
not have the warnings required 
under Reese’s Law . When 
button cell or coin batteries are 
swallowed, the ingested batter-
ies can cause serious injuries, 
internal chemical burns, and 
death. 

ZWILLING J. A. Henckels 
Aktiengesellschaft Recalls 
Electric Water Kettles Due 
to Risk of Serious Injury Due 
to Burn Hazard: The kettle’s 
handle can loosen and separate 
from the kettle, causing hot 
contents to spill, posing a risk 
of serious injury due to a burn 
hazard. 

Analemma Water Bot-
tles Recalled Due to Risk of 
Serious Injury or Death from 
Laceration and Ingestion 
Hazards; Imported by New 
Earth Technologies d.o.o.:  The 
recalled water bottle’s inner 
glass liner can break, posing a 
risk of serious injury or death 
from laceration and ingestion 
hazards. 

Natural Pigments Recalls 
Rublev Colours Gum Turpen-
tine and Mineral Spirits Bottles 
Due to Risk of Serious Injury 
or Death from Child Poisoning; 
Violates Mandatory Standard 
for Child-Resistant Pack-
aging:  The gum turpentine 
and mineral spirits contain 
turpentine and low-viscosity 
hydrocarbons, respectively, 
which must be in child-resis-
tant packaging, as required by 
the Poison Prevention Pack-
aging Act . The bottles are not 
child-resistant, posing a risk 
of serious injury or death from 
poisoning if the contents are 
swallowed by young children. 

Clothing: 
Allura Imports Recalls Youth 

Sweatshirts with Bobcat Logo 
and Drawstrings Due to Risk of 
Serious Injury or Death from 
Strangulation Hazard; Violates 
Federal Regulations for Chil-
dren’s Upper Outerwear: The 
drawstrings in the recalled 
clothing can get caught on 
objects and cause death or 
serious injury to children from 
strangulation. The sweatshirts 
are in violation of the feder-
al regulations for children’s 
upper outerwear and present a 
substantial product hazard. 

If you believe you recent-
ly purchased a recalled prod-
uct, stop using it, and check its 
recall notice (linked above for 
all products). Then follow the 
notice’s instructions, including 
where to return the product, 
how to get the product fixed, 
how to dispose of the product, 
how to receive a refund for the 
product, or what steps must be 
taken to receive a replacement 
product.    

   To view recalls issued 
in May, visit the Consumer 
Protection Safety Commission 
website.  
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ly the Civil War before 
and after Shiloh. 

When asked why she 
became interested in 
Wallace to the point of 
writing a book about 
him, she stated that 
it was her time volun-
teering at the Monoc-
racy National Historic 
Site that she realized 
how critical Wallace 
was to the defense of 
Washington D.C. in 
the summer of 1864, 
and how few people 
knew about it. 

The lecture was at-
tended by around 30 
members of the com-
munity as well as the 
staff at the museum. 

The third talk in the 
Dr. Howard Miller Se-
ries will occur later 
this summer and those 
planning to attend are 
encouraged to look to 
the museum’s social 
media for updates.A crowd of about 30 attended the talk at the Gen. Lew Wallace Study & Museum.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026

The Durham Foun-
dation (formerly 
Durham Home, Inc) 
has partnered with the 
Montgomery County 
Community Foun-
dation to create “The 
Durham Foundation 
Community Child 
Care Assistance Pass 
Through Fund” at 
MCCF.

The purpose of this 
fund is to assist local 
working parents with 
the costs of nonprofit, 
licensed child care in 
Montgomery County. 
All proceeds from The 
Durham Foundation’s 
August 29, 2026 
“Through the Wicket” 
Croquet Tournament 
will be directed to 
this fund. Recently, 
Hoosier Heartland 
State Bank employee 
and Durham Founda-
tion Associate Board 
Member, Caryn Heisel 
was named HHSB’s 
2025 “Vision Award” 

first runner-up at the 
bank’s annual Shared 
Values Awards Night. 
Caryn generously 
directed her $5,000 
award to substantially 
grow the Community 
Child Care Assistance 
Pass Through Fund. 

The Durham Foun-
dation is committed to 
empowering women 
of all ages. Its mission 
is to elevate the lives 
of women through 
its historic residence, 
Durham Home of 
Crawfordsville, schol-
arships at the Mont-
gomery County Com-
munity Foundation, 
and strategic commu-
nity partnerships. 

Learn more about 
The Durham Foun-
dation’s “Through 
the Wicket” Croquet 
Tournament fundrais-
er at https://thedur-
hamfoundation.com/
events

Durham Foundation, MCCF Partner to Help Parents

Photo courtesy Durham Foundation
Caryn Heisel generously directed her $5,000 HHSB Vision Award first runner-up to substantially grow the Commu-
nity Child Care Assistance Pass Through Fund.


